UNITED

NATIONS
. . Distr.
Economic and Social GENERAL
Council E/ ON 4/ 1988/ 83
9 March 1988

Qiginal: ENAISH

OGOW SSI ON N HUVAN R GHTS
Forty-fourth session
Agenda item 12

QUESTI ON GF THE M GLATI ON GF HUVAN R GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL  FREEDOVS
N ANY PART CF THE WORLD, W TH PARTI QLAR REFERENCE TO CCLON AL
AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTR ES AND TERRI TCRI ES

Letter dated 9 March 1988 fromthe Permanent Representative of
Zinbabwe to the Uhited Nations Cfice at Geneva addressed to
the Chai rman of the Comm ssion on Hunan R ghts

In ny capacity as representative of the Chairnan of the Mvenent of
Non- Al igned Countries, may | bring to vour attention the apprehensions of the
Chai rman reqarding the strenuous efforts being undertaken by some Gomm ssion
nenbers to inject, under item 12 of the agenda, matters intended to blur the
focus of the Cormission on a w de range of human rights abuses which are the
subj ect of current deliberations.

The apprehensions of the Chairman and indeed of the entire spectrum of
the nenbers of the Mowverent of Non-Aligned Countries stem fromthe reverence
they hold for the United Nations Comm ssion on Human R ghts as a uni que
custodi an and progenitor of international standards for hunan rights.
Sonetines the Commission is the only source of relief as well as the yardstick
by which to measure hunan rights standards for many peopl es struggling under
t he wei ghty yoke of colonialism occupation and racism And in sone cases the
standards set by the Comm ssion and its surveillance nechani sns are the only
def ence which some citizens have against the brutalities of their own
Gover nnent s.

Since the rejection last year by the Conmission of attenpts to introduce
extraneous issues designed to bring about unjustified politicization of the
Commi ssion, the meeting of the Movenent of Non-Aigned Countries held at
mnisterial level in New York in Qctober 1987 adopted a Declaration which
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reads in part as follows: "the Mnisters and Heads of Del eqati ons depl ored
attenpts by certain countries to abuse the issue of human rights as a nmeans of
political intervention and aqqressi on agai nst nmenbers of the Myvenent"

(para. 149) . T wish to request that the nenbers of the Comm ssion take into
account these high-level views of the Movenent in their consideration of

item 12 of their agenda.

| inplore you, M. Chairman, to bring the influence of your distinquished
office to bear on this question. For what is increasingly at stake is the
ultimate survival of the Conmission itself, its purposes, its procedures, its
integrity and, above all, its restraining influence on Governnents. To do
ot herwi se would amount to a neqation and a betrayal of the Commi ssion's
responsibilities to the victins of human rights abuses the world over. For
t he Commi ssion would have squeezed out its leqitimte constituents, anong them
being the victinms of Zionismand occupation in the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip as well as in other Arab occupied territories, and of apartheid and
colonialism in South Africa and Nam bia, where flagrant violations of human
rights are taking place on a scale which in recent history can only rival that
of the crimes against humanity which were perpetrated under the ideoloqgies of
nazi sm and fascism

| request that this letter be distributed as an official docunent of the
Conmi ssion on agenda item 12. | would also like to assure you that the
Chai rman of the Movenment of Non-Aliqgned Countries, through his representative,
is ready to co-operate with you in whatever efforts you may wi sh to undertake
in order to prevent the ultimte desecration of our Comm ssion.

f Si gned] A. T. MJGOVBA
Anbassador
Per manent Representative



