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Sri Lanka: Continuing violations of human rights of Tamls

1. The arned conflict on the island of Sri Lanka and the continui ng
vi ol ati ons of humanitarian | aw cause us deep and grave concern

2. In March 1987, in its resolution 1987/61, the Conmi ssion called upon all
parties to the conflict "to respect fully the universally accepted rul es of
humanitarian aw' and invited the Governnment of Sri Lanka "to intensify its
cooperation with the International Cormittee of the Red Cross in the fields of
di ssem nati on and pronotion of international humanitarian | aw'

3. I n August 1990, at the forty-second session of the United Nations

Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,
nore than 18 non-governnental organizations urged that it had "beconme a matter
of urgent inmportance to act on the reports of several human rights

organi zations on the gross and consi stent violations of human rights in

Sri Lanka and to initiate steps to satisfy the aspirations of the Tam | people
within the framework of human rights and the right of self-deternination”
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4, In February 1992, the Chairnman of the Conmission at its forty-eighth
session read out a statenent of "serious concern” and once again called upon
all parties to "respect fully the universally accepted rul es of humanitarian
| aw' and urged negotiations "based on principles of respect for human rights
and fundanental freedons, |leading to a durable peace in the north and east of
the country".

5. Furthernore, in August 1992, nore than 20 non-governnental organizations,
inajoint statenent to the Sub- Conmi ssion, recognized the conflict in the
north and east of the island as a "national struggle" of the Tam | "people"
and "regretted that the Sri Lankan Governnent has not seriously responded to
the many proposals for cease-fire and tal ks, even when presented by other
concerned CGovernments".

6. Today, alnobst 10 years after the plight of the Tanmils was considered by
t he Sub- Comm ssion in Septenber 1983 (resolution 1983/16), the Sri Lankan
Covernment continues with its efforts to subjugate the Tam | people by arned
force and the Sri Lankan authorities continue to act in breach of

i nternational humanitarian law. One result is that currently, there are nore
t han 200,000 Tami | refugees in Europe, with around 30,000 in Switzerland

al one.

7. The gross consistent and conti nued violations of the human rights of the
Tam | s have been well docunented by a nunber of reports of internationa
agenci es and human rights organi zations. The record shows that the attack on
the human rights of the Tam | people conmenced nore than 40 years ago. During
the past year it appears that the Sri Lankan authorities have intensified
their efforts to west control of the Tam | honel and. Sone seven years ago,
in January 1985, the United Kingdom Parlianentary Human Rights G oup, after a
visit to the island reported:

" whol e villages (in the East) have been enptied and
nei ghbour hoods have been driven by the arny fromtheir hones and
occupations and turned into refugees dependent on the governnent for dry
rations ... . The human rights transgressed in such a course of action
do not need to be detailed here ... . Mre inportant is that rightly or
wongly it tends to lend credibility to the view so frequently put to us
that it is the Government's objective either to drive the Tam|s out of
the north and east in sufficient nunbers so as to reduce their mgjority
in the north and in the east, a process that woul d be aided by the
Covernnent's announced policy of settling arned Sinhal ese people in
fornmer Tanmi| areas ... . W can say, w thout doubt, that the Governnent
is driving Tam|ls fromtheir hones and does intend to settle Sinhal ese
people in these areas". (Robert Kilroy-Silk, MP. and Roger Sins, MP.,
United Ki ngdom Parlianentary Human Ri ghts Group Report, February 1985)

8. We al so note that in August 1990, a senior Sinhala civil servant
adm tted:
"All wars are fought for land ... . The plan for settlenent of
people in Yan Oya and Mal wat hu Oya basins (in the East) was worked out
before the conmunal riots of 1983. |Indeed the keenest minds in the

Mahavel t, some of whom are holding top international positions were the
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architects of this plan. M role was that of an executor ... . W noved
a large group of 45,000 |Iand hungry (Sinhala) peasants into the

Batti cal oa and Pol onnaruwa districts of Maduru Oya delta. The second
step was to nmake a similar human settlenment in the Yan Oya basin. The
third step was going to be a settlenent of a nunmber of people, opposed to
Eel am on the banks of the Malwathu Oya. By settling the (Sinhala)
people in the Maduru Oya we were seeking to have in the Battical oa zone a
mass of persons opposed to a separate state ... . Yan Oya if settled by
non separatists (Sinhala people) would have increased the popul ati on by
about another 50,000. It would conpletely secure Trincormal ee fromthe
rebels ... ." (Herman CGunaratne in the Sri Lanka Sunday Ti nes,

26 August 1990)

9. It is clear that the so-called State-aided "col onization schenes” w thin
Tami | areas have had little to do with solving | andl essness anong the Sinhal a
poor. W conclude that the present canpaign of the Sri Lankan authorities in
the east of the island of Sri Lanka is a continuation of this "war for |and"
Since the resunption of hostilities in June 1990, several thousand Tamls
have di sappeared in the east. In 1991 the Conmi ssion's Wirking G oup

on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances visited the island, and in

docunment E/CN. 4/1992/18/ Add.1 reported on Sri Lanka's horrendous genera
record on di sappearances, which ranks as the worst in the world.

10. Agai n, during the past year there have been several incidents of bonbing
of civilian population centres and places of worship in the Tam | areas by

Sri Lankan armed forces. The artillery shell attack on festival day at the
Vattrapal ai Amman tenple in the east was followed a few days later by the
aerial bonbardnent of the Turkai Amman Tenple in the north on 31 May 1992.

The Turkai Amman Temple is sited prominently in front of the Tellipala
Cooperative Hospital with its clear Red Cross markings and it is difficult to
explain away the incident as an accident.

11. W believe that peace will conme to the island only with justice. W
believe that a political resolution of the arnmed conflict on the island of

Sri Lanka will be possible only if (1) there is open recognition that on the
island of Sri Lanka there are two peoples, the Tam | people and the Sinhal a
people, living within relatively well-defined, separate territories and

(2) steps are taken to initiate a negotiating process between the two parties
to the conflict, namely the CGovernnent of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers
of Tami| Eelam on the basis of such recognition. Self-determinationis a
norminbued with a sense of natural justice and norality, and open
international recognition of the right of self-determ nation of the Taml
people will pave the way for negotiation and a political resolution of the
conflict on the island of Sri Lanka - a conflict which has taken an
increasingly heavy toll in human lives and suffering during recent years.



