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1. In an earlier docunment submitted for the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts
(A/ CONF. 157/ PC/ 6/ Add. 2), the International Organization for the Devel opnment of
Freedom of Education (1 ODFE) stated that the Conference should enable the
international conmmunity to establish a genuine human rights culture by giving
fresh inmpetus to the action taken in three areas:

(a) The interdependence and universality of human rights;

(b) Information and education; and

(c) Strengthening the nmachinery for protection of human rights.

2. W wi sh to elaborate on the first point, and in particular on the

i nt erdependence between civil and political rights and economic, social and
cultural rights. The progress achieved in the denocratization process, in
particular in the countries of central and eastern Europe, seemed to open up
new prospects. However, we have noted that there is a continued bl ockage in
this area.

3. We consider that a consensus exists - or should be easy to find - on
certain ideas:

(a) Cuvil and political rights ("freedomrights") and econonic, socia
and cultural rights ("claimrights") are different fromthe conceptua
standpoi nt, but interdependent and indivisible in political practice. The
guesti on whet her economic, social and cultural rights are genuine rights is
neani ngful only if we give an a priori definition of human rights. Logica
reasoni ng should lead us to seek a conceptual formulation for the given
reality and not vice versa

(b) Econonmic, social and cultural rights presuppose action by the
public authorities and, in many cases, expenditure: this expenditure should
be quantified and this may be hel ped by a study of indicators. However,
there is a tendency to identify State action and public finance. These are
di fferent questions. Furthernore, in bringing together quite different areas,
consi derati on should be given to the separate study of econonic rights, socia
rights and cultural rights within this perspective.

4, Qut of concern for effectiveness and in order to permit a constructive
study, | ODFE has proposed the establishnment, within the context of the

Sub- Commi ssion or in other forums, of pilot study projects in sensitive areas
where this interdependence is particularly evident. These projects could
devel op on the pattern of working groups open to non-governnental

or gani zati ons.
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5. G ven the role of education in econonic and social devel opnent, the

first of these projects mght concern rights in the educational sphere. This
guestion is particularly topical since we are in the middl e of the Decade for
Cul tural Devel opnment, and the Economic and Social Council has invited States
to give high priority to cultural factors in devel opment. Educationa

rights - and this is a point which should be borne carefully in mnd - are set
forth in the two International Covenants. This sinple fact could show that at
| east sone of these rights are both "claimrights" and "freedomrights". In
accordance with the classical division which we have just nentioned, on the
side of the "claimrights" we could place the right to education, whereas the
right to freedom of education, the right to acadenmic freedomand the right to
establ i sh educational centres should, in principle, be included anpng the
"freedomrights".

6. But all these rights are interdependent. Let us, for exanple, take the
right to freedom of education: in appearance, this is a "freedomright"

whi ch does not entail any expenditure by the State. But if we examine it nore
closely, without a financial conmmitnment by the State the right to a choice of
school is either an illusion or a source of discrimnation. For freedom of
education and parental choice to be able to exist, the State nust finance al
schools - both public and private - and support the npst di sadvant aged
sectors. Freedom of education, a "freedomright", is thus also a
"claimright".

7. In the light of this exanple, interdependence neans that the action of
the State is always necessary. What should be studied in these tines are the
State's methods of action and the precise role it must play in an advanced
denocratic society. There is an urgent need to re-exam ne the role of the
State, which must no | onger consider society as a dead and inert weight - as
has been denonstrated by the poor results of this policy: crisis in
denocracy, lack of interest in the community - but rmust play its part as a

catal yst for social dynam sm
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8. As the the Director-General of UNESCO stated sonme tinme ago, it is
essential to reconsider the role of the State on new bases whi ch above al
give it an ethical dinmension as guardi an of sovereignty and suprene guarantor
of human rights. In order to carry out this function as arbitrator and
admini strator of the conmmon weal, the State will have to carry out genuine
decentralization for the benefit of local or private organizations, so as to

confer responsibilities on other political, economc and community players

and ensure their participation



