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(a) Request for the inclusion of addiéional sub-items submitted by
the Secretary-General -

{(b) Requests for the reopening of the consideration of agenda
items 17 (a), 18, 71, 72, 76 and 133 submitted by the
Secretary-General

Appointments to £ill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other
appointments [17] (continued)

(a) Appointment of members of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (continued)

Elections to £ill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other elections
[16] (continued)

(d) Election of a member of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other elections
[16] (contiaued)

(e) Election of a Member of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples: nomination of a member of the
Special Committee [18] (continued)

Effects of atomic radiation: appointment of a member of the United
Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation [71]
{continued)

International cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space:
appointment of a member of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space [72] (continued)

Questions relating to information: appointment of a member of the
Committee on Information [76] (gontinued)

Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations
and on the strengthening of the role of the Organization:
appointment of a member of the Special Committee on the Charter of
the United Nations and on the strengthening of the role of the
Organization [133] (continued)
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The meeting w. all ;0 ‘order 11.05 a.m.
AGENDA ITEM 111 (continued)

SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS FOR THE APPORTIONMENT OF THE EXPENSES OF THE UNITED
NATIONS (ARTICLE 19 OF THE CHARTER) (A/47/870)

The PRESTDENT: Before turning to the other items on our agenda for

this meeting, I should like, in keeping with established practice, to call the
Assembly's attention to documeﬁg A/47/870, which contains a letter from the
Secretary-General, addressed to me, in which he informs the Assembly that 20
Member States are in arrears in the payment of their financial contributions
to the United Nations within the'terms of Article 19 of the Charter.
I should like to remind delegations that, under Article 19 of the Charter,
“A Member of the United Nations which is in arrears in the payment
of its financial contributions to the Organization shall have no vote in
the General Assembly if the amount of its arrears equals or exceeds the
amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding two full years."
May I take it that the General Assembly duly takes note of this
information?
It was so decided.
AGENDA ITEM 19 (continued)
ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS TO THE UNITED NATIONS
(a) APPLICATIGNS FOR ADMISSION (A/47/851, A/47/952)
{b) LETTERS FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (A/47/863, A/47/864)

(c) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/47/L.52, A/47/L.53)
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The PgES:bENT: This‘mdrning i‘éhould.likefto invite the General
Assembly to consider, under item 19 of the. agenda, enﬁitled "Admission of new
Members to the United Nation#ﬁ, the positive recommend§tions by the Security
Council on the applications for admission to'membetShip in the Uniﬁed Nations
of the Czech Republic and the Slovak ﬁepublié. :

The Assembly is considering their applications‘for admission forthwith in
order to give the States recommended by the S;cprity Council for membership in
our Organization the opportunity, if the Genérgl Aésembly acts favourably on
their requests, to participate immediately in the work of the United Nationms.

If there is no objection, we shall proceed accordingly.

It w ecided.
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The PRESIDENT: The Secur;ty Council has recommended the admission
of the Czech Republic in document A/47/863 and the Slovak Republ;c in document
A/747/864.

The draft resolutions concerning the admission of these-new~MEmbers are
contained in documents A/47/L.52 and A/47/L.53.

In connection with draft resolutioas A/47/L.52 and A/47/L.53 on the
admission to membership in the United Nations of the Czech Republic and the
Slovak Republic, in addition to the countries listed in these documents, the
following countries have become sponsors: Afghanistan, Albania, Belize,
Bhutan, Canada, Latvia, Lesotho, Oman, Samoa and Sri Lanka.

We shall consider fi:st draft resolution A/47/L.52 on the admission of
the Czech Republic to meﬁbership in the United Nations.

May I take it that the General Assembly accepts the recommendation of the
Security Council and adopts draft resolution A/47/L.52 by acclamation?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 47/221).

The PRESIDENT: I therefore declare the Czech Republic admitted to
membership in the United Nations.

I request the Chief of Protocol to escort the delegation of the Czech

Republic to take its place in the General Assembly Hall.

The delegation of the Czech Republic was escorted to its place in the
General Assembly Hall.

The PRESIDENT: We shall now consider draft resolution A/47/L.53 on
the admission of the Slovak Republic to membership in the United Nations.
In connection with draft resolution A/47/L.53 on the admission to
membership in the United Nations of the Slovak Republic, in addition to the
countries listed in that document and to the countries mentioned earlier, the

following country has become a sponsor: the Czech Republic.
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(The President)

May I take'iﬁ that ihe GenerQI Aséembly accepts the recommendétion of the
Seéurity Council'apd adopts the draft resoiutién A/&?/L.53 by acclamation?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 47/222).

The PRESIDENT: I therefore declare the Slovak Republic admitted to
membership in the United Nations.

I requést>the Chief of Protocol to escort the delegation of the Slovak
Republi{.c to its place in the General Assembly Hall.

Th 1 ion he Czech R lic w rted i lace in th
General Assembly Hall.

The PRESIDENT: It is my pleasure on this historic occasion to
welcome; on behalf of the General Assembly, the Czech Republic and the Slovak
Republic as full Members of the United Nations.

I congratulate the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, as well as the
United Nations, on the admission of its 179th and 180th Member States,
respectively. I am confident that the same spirit of peace and stability that
has characterized the creation of these two new States will continue to serve
as an example of what is possible in international relations when countries
put the interests of their people first and are genuinely committed to
resolving issues in an atmosphere of mutual respect for law and for one
another.

I wish the Governments and the peoples of the Czech Republic and the
Slovak Republic peace, prosperity and success in the future. On behalf of the
United Nations and the General Assembly, I wish to assure them of our full
support as they take their rightful places in the international community as
free, independent, sovereign and peace-loving States.

I now call on the representative of Namibia, who will speak on behalf of

the Group of African States.
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M!;_BHABAKA (Nam:b;a) Iu 13 a great pleosure and honour for me, on

P %

‘ hahalf of the States of the Afr;oan Group. wh;ch I have the honour to

& ! - 3o
31 a

represent for the month of January, and 1ndeed on behalf of the Nam;hxan
delegatzon and on my own behalf, to welcome the Czech Republxc and,the Slovak
Republxc to membershxp of the Unxted Natxons.v The Un;ted Natxons and. through
it, the 1nternat1ona1 community, wxll be enr;ehed by the adm;ss:on of the two

States, given their known commxtment to 1nterpatlona1 norms and relatxons._‘
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(Mr. Huaraka, Namibia)
fhe membership of the Uﬂiteduﬁatians is, in its completenesS and
totality, the or;anic Sodyipf the Organization. To that extent, éhe
attainment of universal meﬁbership in the United Nations will enhahce the
functional authority of the Orgénization. As the functions of the United
Nations afe evolviﬁg and expanding in.the post-cqld-war era - in tésponse to
the demands of the new world order - univérsal membérship will ehsure that all
.concepts and perceptions shall be taken into account, and, therefore, that the
new world order will encompass all strands of civilization and norms of
international law.

The Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, by adhering to the purposes
and principles of the United Nations, will enrich the Organization. From this
perspective, the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic will find the States
of the African Group willing and determined partners in defending, upholding
and pursuing the noble goals of the United Natioms. The actions and decisions
of the United Nations are based solely on the principles of international law,
principles which are clear and unambiguous, and universal in their
application., The States of the African Group, and Namibia in particular, are
looking forward to working closely with the two new Member States,
collectiveiy and individually, in mutuality and reciprocity, for the
realization of the purposes and principles of our Organization.

On behalf of the States of the African Group and on behalf of the
Namibian delegation, it is my honour to welcome, with pleasure, the Czech
Republic and the Slovak Republic to membership of the United Nationms.

The PRESIDENT: I call now on the representative of Sri Lanka, who

will speak on behalf of the Group of Asian States.
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Mr, gggbkgﬁ'CSri Lanka): 1In the recent past, the international
community has witneSSed many changes in the world*éoiitiCal map, particularly
in Europe. During the current session of the General Assembly, several new
Members have been admitted. Today, on this historic occasion, two new Member
States, the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, have joined our
Organization. On behalf of the States members of the Asian CGroup, it is with
great pleasure that I extend a warm and cordial welcome to the Czech Republic
and the Slovak Republic on their admission to the United Nations.

The new Republics are not strangers to the United Nations. Their peoples
were represented at the signing of the Charter of the United Nations at San
Francisco in 1945. 1In a sense, they are older than the majority of the
Members States present in this Assembly.

The world has watched with much interest the manner in which the two new
Republics have evolved from the former Czechoslovakia. This evolution has
taken place peacefully and democratically, without the anguish and trauma
which have affected peoples elsewhere. This is indeed a tribute to the
peoples and Governments of the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. They
are the inheritors of a glorious past. Members of this Assembly will also
recall the pioneering efforts of the Czech and Slovak peoples in the
democratization process in Iastern Europe dating back to the 1960s.

The former Czechoslovakia was a member of the Security Council on two
occasions. Czechoslovakia served with commitment and much acceptance in a
number of other organs and bodies of the United Nations. Today, in joining
the United Nations, the Govermments of the two Republics have resolved,
amicably, the question of the manner in which their representation on the

various United Nations agencies and bodies is to be distributed.
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(M. Kalpagé, Sri Lanka)

On this occ#sioﬁ. we congratulgte the ézech and Slovak peoples and their
Goverhments. We wish them weli as they embark on a new phase of demécratic
transformation in accordance with their aspirations, historical traditions and
cultures. We welcome them to the United Nations, .

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Bulgaria, who will
speak on behalf of the Group of European States.

Mr. LOZANOV (Bulgaria): As curreat Chairman of the Group of Eastern
European States, I have the hon#ur and privilege, on‘behalf of the States
members of the Group, to express our deep satisfaction at the unanimous
admission to the United Nations of the Czech Republic and the Slovak
Republic - two States belonging to the Eastern European region - and to extend
to them our warmest congratulations on this solemn occasion. .

The admission of new Member States to our Organization has always been an
event of major importance, a reaffirmation of the principle of universality
which underlies the philosophy of the Organization's existence. In recent
years - a time of growing vitality for the Organization that has seen it play
an ever-increasing role in the maintenance of international peace, security
and stability and in the search for solutions to the global challienges facing
mankind - the world has witnessed an unprecedented expansion of the United
Nations family of States. With the accession of the Czech Republic and the
Si?vak Republic, today its membership has reached 180.

There is a certain symbolic as well as practical significance to the fact
that one of tge first acts in the international arena by these two successor
States of the former Czechoslovakia, a Founding Member of our Organization,

was to express, unequivocally, their will to join the United Nations. We are

convinced that this act is a clear manifestation of their desire to make a
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L(Mr, nggngg, Bulgaria)
valuable and éffective’honhribukion to the realization of the goals and
principles of the Uﬁiﬁed Nations Charter. - Their éomhitment'toA&emocracy,
respéct for hﬁmaﬁ‘rights and tke rule of law, as well as to ecofiomic freedbm,
is solid evidence to that effect. -

The States on whose behalf I am speaking toéay feel especially gratified
at the admission of the Czech Republic and the Slovak Repuﬁlic‘to the United
Nations., We wish them every success as they strive for a better future for
their peoples as well as for the whole of mankind. I can assure them that the
members of the Eastern European Group will be their true friends and reliable
partners. We look forward to working together with them éor the attainment of
the noble objectives of our Organization.

The PRESIDENT: I call now on the representative of Argentina, who

will speak on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States.
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Mr. CARDENAS (Argenti.na) (interprgtation ficm Spanish): On behalf
of the Member States that make up the q:oup-of Latin American and Caribbean
States, I have thé honour -and privilege qf congratulating the Czech Republic
and the Slovak Republic simultanesously on their admission as Members of the
United Nations and thus extending to them a warm welcome to the Organization
as free, independent, sovereign and peace-loving States.

The admission of these new Members to the Orgamization is an eloquent
manifestation of the historic changes taking place in the world, which open
unprecedented possibilities and préspects for the United Nations. Those
changes are creating not only new opportunities but also new challenges for
the international community. These admissions strengthen our faith in the
principle of universality, an idea that is indispensable for the harmoaious
functioning of international relatioms.

We are gratified that two new nations have decided to embrace the
Organization's Charter, which includes principles relating to respect for
fundamental human rights, peaceful coexistence, the pacific settlement of
disputes and the non-use of force.

A In this connection, we should like to highlight the spirit of harmony and
peace with which these two nations have decided te face the future
independently, although joined by historical, social and economic ties. We
wish the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic success on the new road they
are taking as free and sovereign nations that cherish democracy and freedom.

These two Republics that join the Organization today will undoubtedly
contribute, with their cultural heritage ané their desire for peace and
justice, to fulfilling the purposes of the Charter of the United Nations.

Their contribution will be important to the work of the Organization.
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(Mc. Cardenas, Argentina)

Accordingly, we, the‘nations of Latin America and the Caribbean, will
cooperate with them to the fullest extent, and we pledge to work together for
the attainment of our shared objectives.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the fepresentative of France, who will
speak on behalf of the Group of Western European and other States.

Mr. MERIMEE (France) (interpretation from Fremch): It is with great
pleasure that the Group of Western European and other States, which‘I have the
honour to represent here, welcomes the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic

to membership in the United Nationms.

The admission of new Members is always an event for the United Nations,
because it bears out the desire of the Organization to accept all who are
prepared to contribute to the attainment of the objectives set forth in the
Charter and also demonstrates the Organizationm's importance as the primary
authority anwhigh the peoples of the world fix their hopes for peace and
cooperation.

Today's arrival of two new Members is special, however, hecause it is the
result of a historic change that led a State Member of the United Nations to
divide peacefully into two new States, both of which naturally requested
admission. We are happy to welcome these two States and to give them
international recognition at a crucial moment in their history. We are
pleased at the prospect of cooperating with them in affirming their new
identity. We are convinced that their membership in the United Nations will
help strengthen peace, stability and cooperation between the States of the
region once all those States commit themselves to fulfilling their
responsibilities as Members of the Organization.

Once agﬁin welcoming the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, I should
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Mz, Mgrimég, France)
like in closing to express the cefﬁainty ofrthe members of the Group of
Weétern European and other States that each of these Republics will make a
very positive contribution to the manifold éctivities of the United Nétions.

The PRESIDENT: 'I call on the representative of the host country.

Mr. PERKINS (United States of Amefica): As the host country of the
United Nations, the United States is pleased to join the members of the
General Assémbiy in welcoming the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic to
membership in the Organization.

Over the past months, the ﬁorld has seen the creation of many new
countries. The result has been a dramatic change in the makeup of the
Organizaﬁion. In thinking back over the number of times this body has
ﬁe;comed new Members, we are struck by the unique circumstances surrounding
th; creatioﬁ of independent Slovak and Czech Republics.

But the dividing of Czechoslovakia was not and is not an end in and of
itself. It is the beginning of a new relationship between the people in
Slovakia, those in the Czech Republic and the rest of the world. The
principles on which those relationships must be based are clear:gnd are
enshrined in the charters of the Organization, of the Conference ;n Security
and Cooperation in Europe and of many other international bodies and forums.

We wélcome the membership of the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic
in the Organization, and we believe that we shall all be richer for their
contributions in the future.

Mr. ZIELENIEC (Czech Republic): Allow me to take this opportunity
to express my sincere thanks on behalf of the people and Government of the °

Czech Republic for the support given to the Czech Republic's application. I

would like in particular to thank you, Mr. Secretary-General, and you,
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Mr;\éresident,ree\well‘as 411 members of the‘secnritYICQuncil and all those
‘who sponsored the draft resolution. | . R |
The Un:ted Nations will soon celebrate the fiftieth enniversery of its
foundet;on.! Wlth;n this relet;vely ehort per;od of txme in the h;story of
mankxnd, it has done much in the field of strengthening secur;ty and peace; in
the spheres of disarmament, human rights, decolonizet;on,.econom;c development

and . env;ronmental protection; in the socxel and humanitar:an fields; and in

the development of internat.onal law.,
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(Mr. Zieleniec, Czech Republic)

At present there eiists'practiéaliy no place or field of humaﬁbactivity
where the spirit of the noble principles of the Charter of the United Nations
is not felt. Theré were 51 "founding fathéis" at its crédle. Now the number
of its MEmhers‘has readhed 180. This fact conviﬁcingly proves the universal
character of the Organization and the significance attached to it by the
Staées of the world..'The United katiohs is a unique multilateral global forum
for harmonizing conflicting'interests and seeking solutions to problems that
scourge the world. It is therefore only natural that, immediately upon its
establishment, the Czech Republic has applied for membership in this large
family'and considers its active participation in the work of the Organization
to be one of the priorities of its foreign-policy orientation.

The present day has become anothez important milestone in the history‘of
our nation, a moment inextricably linked to November 1989, when the people of
Czechoslovakia resolutely swept away the totalitarian regime trampling human
rights and made it clear that it wished to decide its future alone. The
ensuing democratic development, confirmed in two free elections, showed the
strengths and the weak points of the State - the Czech and Slovak Federal
Republic. The development towards democracy gave free rein to the will of the
Czechs, the Slovaks and the national minorities forming a State established in
1918 and restored in 1945 to continue to live in good and friendly relations,
confirmed by many common sacrifices in the struggle against wrongdoing,
oppression and totalitarianism, but to do so on a new footing as two quite
independent States. The constitutional, civilized, cultured and peaceful way
of division proved the democratic and political maturity of both nations and
their political representations. This fact forms the basis of our confidence

for the future and of the conviction that the heart of Europe will not become
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(Mr. Zielenisc, Czech Republic)
a hotbed of.ténsion, hatred, or evén conflict. Our aim is to contribute to
the creéti;n of a stable Europe open to natural integration trends and
developing good-neighbourly relations at its céntre. -

The Czech Republic unequivocally adheres to tﬁe democratic traditions of
the Czech statehood shaped and developed over centuries, to thé democratic and
peace-loving foreign orientation maintained by the first Czechoslovak Republic
in the period betﬁeen 1918 and 1938, and to the Czechoslovak foreign policy
pursued since 1989. It adheres to them and considers them a valuable and
inSpitinQ légacy that i; wishes to develop further and live up to. For the
Czech Republic, as a small State in Central Europe, a member of the family of
nations, the most extensive cooperation with all countries of the world is of
paramoaﬁt importance. To ﬁhat end, the Czech Republic will spare no effort to
participate actively in anything that helps to strengthen international peace
and security, the development of economic cooperation and the protection of
human rights as the fundamental democratic values and prerequisites for a more
secure and just world for all. I should iike ﬁo express on this occasion the
hope of the citizens and the Government of the Czech Republic that the world .
community will help the development of the new stable, orderly and democratic
State, reliable in the fulfilment of its international obligations, which the
Czech Republic will strive to be.

Let me conclude by again declaring clearly that the Czech Republic - as a

-

new State Member of the United Nations and aware that its legal predecessor,
- Cczechoslovakia, was an original Member of the United Nations - will try to
contribute its modest share to the fulfilment of the spirit and letter of the

Charter, and that the principles of democracy, based on human rights and

freedoms, are and will be the backbone of its foreign and domestic policy.
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Mr, 5§AZK§ (Slovak Republic) (interpretation from French): Let me
begin by convqying go:ypu the thanksléf the citizens of the Slovak Republic
for the way we have been welcéﬁed into tﬁe Uhited Nétions family.

The desire for equality.‘natiohél freedom and a sgrengthening of our own
identitj has‘brought about remarkable insﬁitutioﬁal changes. The Slovak
Republic involvemen;'in'international activities is an expression of its
efforts to become an acgive partner in the processes of integration as a
full-fledged member of the world community. The door to Slovakia's direct
participation in European iutegration and world-wide cooperation has been
opened wide, and it is endeavouring to adapt itself to the emerging trends of
evolution towards the third millennium.

The solution of our internal constitutional problems was a demonstration
of the democratic process, mutual tolerance and political will. The
transi;ion from a federatién to two sovereigm republics was unique in its high
level of political culture, in the efficiency of its organization and in its
desire for and adherence to constitutional procedure and peace. It served as
a2 test of our coming of age and our discretion. .

The Slovak Republic has become one of the successor States to the former
federation, not only from the formal and legal standpoints but also by reason
of the continuation of the democratic tradition that arose from our activity
in the area of international diplomacy. A representative of the Slovak
nation, the Slovak diplomat Mr. §tefan Osusk{, was one of the founders of the
League of Nations, the predecessor of‘the United Nations.

This is not the first time that we affirm our support for the achievement

of all the objectives and principles of the United Nations. The Slovak
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National Council declared almést :iv@. decades ago, on 1 September 1944, that
the Slovak nation would join the allied nations kx;c;m as the United Hatgons,
which, hirfitheizﬁ st:u‘ggle and‘ sacrifice, were securing a free and,d.e}moéra,tic
life for the peoples of the whole world, including smaller nat.:‘ionjs such as |

ours.



A/47/PV.95 ;
26

(Mr. K¥a¥ko. Slovak R\ggvgglig)

The activity of the United Nations is irreplaceable. There is a growing
need to strengthen it. We must therefore fulfil more effectively the
functions set out in the Charter. The cooperation of the international
community is indispensable for the solution of global problems, be they
questions.of security, economic and social development, environmental
protection or the iodal problems of today's world. The Slovak Republic is
therefore determined to take an active part in that cooperation as a Member of
this Organization, the most important international forum.

The Slovak Republic is assuming its obligations and rights as a State
Member of the United Nations just at the time when it assumes its duties in
the tripartite chairmanship of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in
Burope (CSCE), which today constitutes a regional agency within the meaning of
.Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations.

The Slovak Republic also expresses its desire to participate in the
activities of the specialized agencies of the United Nations system. It
wishes to contribute in that way to the achiesvement of all the objectives and
principles of the United Nations in the interest of stabilizing peace and
security and to the completion of all the tasks of the United Natioms in all
fields. It is precisely the United Nations and its network of international
agencies that offer smaller countries, such as the Slovak Republic, an
opportunity to participate in the resolution of contemporary issues in
international 1ife..

Strengthening the role of the United Nations in the resolution of
international conflicts, the elimination of hotbeds of tension and the
establishment of peace-keeping operétions are areas in which Slovak diplomacy
wishes to become actively engaged; it wishes to participate in the solution of

such problems, in conformity with the resolutions of the Security Council.
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(Mr. Khafko, Slovak Republic)

‘We undertake td"gespect humaﬁ.riéhts; including the rights of national
minorities and ethhié groups. We shall strive to see to{it that they are
respected by all the States Members of the United Nations and that the
monitoring mechanisms to ensufe respect for them are strengtheﬁéd. We reject
the use of force and the escalation of temsions. The Slovak Republic declares
itself to be, in its internal and external policies, a supporter of the
principles of pluralistic democracy, of a socially oriented market economy and
of goverﬁmentiby law. Respect for those values is essential to the fair
resolution of today's problems.

Cn this solemn day we have turned a new page in the history of Slovakia.
This moment, so important for us, marks the'successful conclusion of the
process of our country's emergence onto the international scene. It is the
result of complex historical developments and all the processes this age
brings with it.

I solemnly declare, in the name of the Government of my country, that the
Slovak Republic will, in its international relations, respect the rule of
internationéi law and the objectives and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations.

I assure everyone that the Slovak Republic is ready to develop its
relations with all the countries of the world on the basis of the principles
of sovereign equality, the non-use of force, non-interference in internal
affairs, respect for integrity and political independence and the pacific
settlement of conflicts.

The PRESIDENT: I should like to announce that the flags of the

Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic will be raised at a ceremony which will
take place in front of the delegates' entrance immediately after the

adjournment of this plenary meeting.
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ADDRESS BY MR. JORGE SERRANO ELIAS, ?§E§IDENT‘0F IRE REPUBL{C OF GUATEMALA

The PRES:DENT# The Assembly will now hear aﬁ address by the
President of the L3public of Guatemala. o , _ )

Mr. Jorge Serrano Elias, President of the Republic of Guatemala, was
e r into th neral A iy H .

The PRE§IDENT: On behalf of the GeneralkAssembly, I have the honour
to welcome to the United Eations the President of the Rgpublic of Guatemala,
His Excellency Mr. Jorge Serrané Elias,land to igvite him to address the-
Assembly.

President SERRANO ELIAS (interpretation from Spanish): I wish to
extend to this honourable Assembly,  most especially to President Ganev,
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali and all the members of national
delegations who are present here, the cordial gfeetings of the people and
Government of Guatemala.

I should also like to join in the expressions of welcome to the Czech
Republic and the Slovak Republic and to congratulate them on having resolvéd
their problem in such a civilized fashion, thereby setting an example for many
nations of the world. Today we welcome them int;‘this Organizaﬁion with open
Aarms. My country's mission to the United Nations has been given appropriate
instructions for the establishment of diplomatic relations between Guatemala
and both of those countries.

Today I stand before this Assembly to express the feelings of the
Guatemalan people. As the Assembly is well aware, my country has been
afflicted for more than 33 years by a conflict, an armed internal
confrontation, that has caused great devastation and many deaths. Long before

we came to be aware of and to participate in the life of the world around us,
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the conflict in Guatemala was alreadyhin p:ogféss. bringing death and dividing
the Gnatemalah’fémilf.’ B

In 1987 the first democratic Government of the new:Guatemalan éemocracy,
headed 59 Mr. Vinicio Cerezo, began promoting in Guatemala the signing of the
Esquipulas Agreements. It can be said that with the Eéquipulés Agreements a
new era of hbpe begaﬁ in Central America. Later, on 30 March 1990, the first
peace égreement with the Guatemalan insurgents was signed at Oslo, Norway,
clearing the way for establishing a process in my country for seeking peace
through civilized, negotiated mechanisms and for the abandonment of enmity and
confrontation, old traditions df tﬁé past.

Today we stand before the United Natioms not, thank God, because the
conflict in Guatemala has intemsified but, quite the'contrary, because it has
diminished, largely as a result of national circumstances. The democracy that
was established seven years ago is moving ahead, but we cannot deny that the

relaxing of tensions in the world has emormously facilitated the resolution of

our conflict.
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Howéver. we in Guatemala are distreééed that the conflict is still taking
victims day by day. People are sfill dying. People are being orphaned by a
senseless conflict that should not exist; Therefore, all Guatemalans wish to
see this conflict come to én end. .

On 14 January 1993, in my address to the nation, I presented a new
alternative - an alternative that contains concessions that had never been
made in 33 years and which demonstrates the genercus way in which we wish to.
resolve the problem that affects us.

This initiative has been broadly welcomed in Guatemala, and today I have
the honour to preside over one of the most important missions ever dispatched
abroad in the history of my country.. I am accompanied by my predecessor,
former President Cerezo, who was the first President of osur new democracy. I
am also accompanied by theileaders of the country's main opposition parties,
by representatives of Guatemélan political forums that have no parliamentary
representation, by leaaers of the national press and by leaders of Guatemala's
trade unionms.

While we do.not all take the same political stand, we wish to state
before the General Assembly today that we believe unanimously that this
conflict must come to an end, and that Guatemala must approach the future with
restored dignity and a fully operative democracy.

Guatemala has spared no effort to find peace. Scores of meetings have
been attended by all sectors of society in order c» hold talks with the small
insurgent group. Today, before the international community, the Government of

the Republic is making commitments that had never before been made in 30 years

of struggle.
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First of all, we are cfferiag to §igﬁ}the pQréemenf on human~giqhts,
which has beén‘fuliy'diécussed, and whbéé main pétts have been approved, both
by the Goverﬁment and by the insurgency. Although an agfeémentkto'the
cbntrary had alréédy been conéluded by the parties, as an extraordiﬂary
measure we are agreeing to immediate Qerificatﬁon of the human rights
agreements, an unusual act that has no precedent in past conflicts, because as
members are all well aware, the main source of human rights violations has
been, precisély. the existing conflict.

However, we agree‘to immediate verification of the human rights
agreements, even though the conflict is still fully under way. None the less,
there are conditions for this adceptanéé. This generosity of the Guatemalan
people, as expressed by its Government, must not be used by the insurgency as
a factor that would enable the insurgency to continue its struggle at the
international level. For this reason, we want the insurgency to endorse in
deeds what it has repeatedly stated in words., Throughout the world it has
said that if the Government of Guatemala accepts immediate verification, the
insurgency would immediately do its full share to achieve a final peace
agreement.

We acknowledge the insurgency's expressed will and declare that we accept
immediate verification. However, as evidence of the sincerity of their
intention to settle the conflict, they should accept the challenge of reaching
a final peace agreement within 90 days. Such an agreement would, of course,
cover all of the agenda items that we have accepted, and for which tﬁe
Guatemalan insurgency and the Guatemalan Government have prepared documents

setting forth their respective positions on the agenda. Those documents
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reflgct agféement on éver,éo per cent‘of thé issues; 15 peé,pent.of the issues
caﬁ readiiy be discussed aﬁd;seﬁtled; bupithe;e are profound §iéfetence§ of
view on S per centfof the aésues. | |

In other words, conceptually, we are so cioSe ﬁhat,we shquld soon be able
to conclude an agreement that Yill at la#t bring geace to our country and make
it possible for us once again to appear before the international Organization
with the dignity that the peop;e of Guatemala deserve and call for.

Guatemala, whick is not a warlike country but rather‘a country that deeply
yearns for peace, deserves that respect and that distinction.

Also for the first time in history, the Government of Guatemala - for the
first time in the entire duration of the conflict - has declared that if in
those 90 days for some reason it should not be possible to reach an agreement,
we are prepared to continue discussion, provided there is a cease-fire - a
cease-fir; that we had never before accepted, but *hat we believe should now
be accepted so as to put ai end to the conflict. The Govermment would accept
and support such a cease-fire and would provide places for the restationing of
the insurgency's armed troops. Today we requested that the Secretary-General
take steps to have the United Nations monitor that transfer.

This is the greatest openness ever shown. It reflects the Government's
fulfilment of our people's aspirations for peace.

Our people deeply aspire to peace. Peace is what we want, and we have
come before the international community to express that resolve, those wishes

and those convictions. Ani we call for the cooperation of the intermnational
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‘community so tﬁat th:.s i,pni;eéﬁﬁ_t_aﬁding_ cogfiict ;’L#‘;L‘ati‘n‘ America may ccme,:to-
an end within 90 l.da._ys‘. 'Ih:.s would g:ﬁly- e;.fqap t,:he“ shame of so much 5 -

.confrontation, and would enable us ﬁo embark on the fixtu:e with faith and

optimism. May Sod bless you all.
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The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank
the representative of Guatemala for the statement he has just made.
Mr, Jorge Serrano Elias, President of the Republic of Guatemala, was
escor from the General Assembly Hall,
AGENDA ITEM 8 (continued)

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA, ALLOCATION OF ITEMS AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

(a) REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF ADDITIONAL SUB-~-ITEMS SUBMITTED BY THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/47/860)

(b) REQUESTS FOR THE RﬁOPENING OF THE CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS 17 (a),
18, 71, 72,‘76 AND 133 SUBMITITED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
(A/747/101/A4d4.2, A/47/861)

The PRESIDENT: We shall turn first to the notes by the Secretary-

General contained in documents A/47/860 and A/47/861.

Members will recall that, by a letter dated 10 December 1992 and
circulated in document A/47/774, the Permanent Representative of the former
Czechoslovakia to the United Rations informed the Secretary-General that the
former Czechoslovakia would cease to exist on 31 December 1992. 1In
consequence, the seats that had been occupied by the former Czechoslovakia in
several subsidiary organs of the General Assembly became vacant as at
1 January 1993.

In his note contained in document A/47/860, the Secretary-General informs
the General Assembly that the seats that had been occupied by the former
Czechoslovakia in the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment
Progamme and the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law became
vacant as at 1 January 1993 and that the General Assembly would therefore be
required at its forty-seventh session to elect a member of the Goveraing
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme for thé unexpired portion

of the term of oiiise of the former Czechoslovakia, that is, until
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31 Deéember i995, as well as to elect a member of the United Natioms
Commission on International Trade Law for the une#pired portion of the term of
office of the former Czechoslovakia, that is, until the day prior to the
beginning of the thirty-first session of the Commission in 1998.

Accordingly, it will beﬁnecessary to include in the ageﬁda of the
forty-seventh sessio# under item 16, entitled "Elections to £ill vacancies in
subsidiary organs and other elections", two additional sub-items entitled
"Election of a member of the Governing Council of the United Nations
Environment Programme"” and “Election of a member of the United Natioms
Commission on International Trade Law", respectively.

Under the circumstances of the present case, may I take it that the
General Assembly agrees that the provision of rule 40 of the rules of
procedure, which would require a meeting of the General Committee on the
question of the inclusion of additional sub-items on the agenda, can be
waived?

‘It was_so_decided.

The PRESIDENT: May I further take it that the Assembly wishes to
include in the agenda of the forty-seventh session under item 16, entitled
"Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other elections", two
additional sub-items, "16 (d) Election of a member of the Governing Council of
the United Nations Enviroment Programme" and "16 (e) Election of a member of
the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law"?

It was so decidegd.

The PRESIDENT: In his note contained in document A/47/861, the
Secretary-General informs the General Assembly that the seats that had been

occupied by the former Czechoslovakia in the following subsidiary organs of
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" the Geheral Assembly became vacant as at 1 January 1993: the Committee on
Infoimation; the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space; the Special
Committee on the Ch#rter of éhe United Nations and on the Strengthening of the
Role of the Ofganization; the Special -Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Imblementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples; and the United Nations Scientific Committee on
the Effects of Atomic Radiation.

In the case of the Committee on Information and the Special Committee on
the Charter of the United Natiqns and on the Strengthening of the Role of the
Organization, their members are appointed by the President of the General
Assembly.

In the case of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and the
United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, their
members are appointed by the General Assembly.

In the case of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, its members are nominated by the President of the
General Assembly.

Accordingly, in order for these vacancies to be filled, it will be
necessary to re-open agenda items 18, 71, 72, 76 and 133.

Furthermore, in accordance with established practice, the General
Assembly may wish to consider these items directly in plenary meeting.

May I take it that the Assembly has no objection to re-opening agenda
items 18, 71, 72, 76 and 1337

It was_so decided.
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:hg;gREsIDENT: zip the,c$§é{of hgehﬁa items,;lf 72 and 76;“
represéntati§és are aware that ﬁhéée‘iﬁems are ﬁsuaily allocated to the
Special Political Committee. Under the circum;tanceéi-and as suggested in the
note by the Secretarf-Geﬁeral. méy I take it that representatives agree that
these‘itéms“be considered éirecély in'plepéry?‘

’

It was so decided.

'The PRESIDENT: In the case of aéenda item 133, representatives are

also aware that this iéem is usu#lly allocéted to ﬁhe Sixth Committee, Under
the circumstances, and'as‘sﬁggested in the note by the Secretafy-General, may
I take it that representatives agree that this item be'considered directly in

plenary?

It was so_decided.
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The PRESIDENT: I should now like to inyité the attention of members
£o the note by the Secretary-General conéained in document A/47/101/Add.2,
paragraph 1 of which reads:

"The Secretary-General has received notification of the resignation
of Mr. Richard Kinchen {(United Kingdom bf Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) from the membership of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions. Accordingly, the General Assembly will be
required at its current session to appoint a person to £ill the unexpired
portion of the term of office of Mr. Kinchen, that is, until
31 December 1993."

Undexr the circumstances and in order to enable the Assembly to take the
required action, it will be necessary to reopen consideration of sub-item (a)
of agenda item 17, "Appointment of members of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Bﬁdgetary Questions”.

May I take it therefore that the Assembly has no objection to reopening
sub-item (a) of agenda item 17 in order to appoint a member of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions?

It was so_decided.

The PRESIDENT: Representatives are aware that this sub-item is

usually allocated to the Fifth Committee. In view of time constraints, may I
take it that representatives agree that the appointment be made directly in
plenary?

It was so decided.
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AGENDA ITEM 17 {continued)
APPOINTMENTS TO FILL VACANCIES IN SUBSIDIARY ORGANS AND OTHER APPOINTMENTS

(a) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND
BUDGETARY QUESTIONS (continued)

The PRESIDENT: I should again like to draw the attention of members
to the note by the Secretary-General contained in document A/47/101/2dd.2,
paragraph 2 of which reads:

“The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland has nominated Mr. Clive Stitt to £ill this vacancy."

I should like therefore to propose that the Assembly proceed immediately
to the appointment of a member of the Advisory Committee on Administ;ative and
Budgetary Questions and then proceed immediately afterwards to the filling of
the vacancies in the subsidiary organs of ‘he Geneval Assembly resulting from
the dissolution of the former Czechoslovakia.

As I see no objection, we shall therefore proceed accordingly.

May I take it that it is the wish of the Assembly to appoint Mr. Stitt as
a2 member of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
for a term of office beginning on 19 January 1993 and ending on
31 December 19937

It was _so_decided.

The PRESIDENT: May I also take it that the Assembly decides to
conclude its consideration of sub-item (a) of agenda item 177

It was so decided.
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' AGENDA ITEM 16 (continued)
ELECTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES IN SUBSIDIARY ORGANS AND OTHER ELECTIONS

(d) ELECTION OF A MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME .

The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly will now proceed to £ill the
vacanciés in seven subsidiary organs of the General Assembly resulting from
the dissolution of the former Czechoslovakia.

The General Assembly will first proceed, under sub-itém‘(d) of agenda
item 16, to elect a member of the Goverming Council of the United Nations
Environment Progéamme from the Group of Eastern European States for the
expired éortion of thé term of‘office of the former Czechoslovakia, that is,
until 31 Deéember 1995,

I should like to announce that the Chairman of the Group of Eastern
European States has informed me that his Group has endorsed the candidature of
Slovakia to £ill the seat vacated by the former Czechoslovakia and has
proposed that that Member State be elected to £fill the vacant seat.

Under rule 92 of the rules of procedure, all eleétions must be held by
secret ballot and there shall be no nominations.

However, in accordance with paragraph 16 of decision 34/4( ., the Assembly
may, in elections to subsidiary organs, dispense with secret balloting when
the number of candidates corresponds to the number of seats to be filled.

May I take it that the Assembly decides to proceed with the election on
that basis?

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: May I take it therefore that the Assembly wishes to

declare Slovakia elected a member of the Governing Council of the United
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Nations Environment Programme fo¥ the unexpired portion of the term of office
of the former Czechdhiovakia; with immediate effect?
It wa: _decided.
The PRESIDENT: May I also take it -that it is the wish of the
General Assembly to conclude its consideration of sub-item (d) of agenda

item 16?

e
L ]

It w
AGENDA ITEM 16 (continued)
ELECTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES IN SUBSIDIARY ORGANS AND OTHER ELECTIONS

(e) ELECTION OF A MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL
TRADE LAW

The éRESIDENT: The General Assembly will now proceed, under
sub-item (e) of agenda item 16, to elect a member of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law from the Eastern European States for the
unexpired portion of the term of office of the former Czechoslovakia, that is,
until the day prior to the beginning of the thirty-first session of the
Commission in 1998.

I should like to announce that the Chairman of the Group of Eastern
European States has informed me that his Group has endorsed the candidature of
Slovakia to £ill the seat vacated by the former Czechosiovakia and has
proposed that that Member State be elected to £ill the vacant seat.

Under rule 92 of the rules of procedure, all elections must be held by
secret ballot and there shall be no nominationms.

- However, in accordance with paragraph 16 of decision 34/401, the Assembly
may, in elections to subsidiary organs, dispense with secret balloting when

the number of candidates corresponds to the number of seats to be filled.
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May I take it ﬁhat the Assémbly decides to proceed with the election on
that basis? ' T
| It was §So decided.

The §RE§IDENT: May I take it therefore that the Assembly wishes to
declare Slovakia elected a member of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law for the unexpired portion of the term of office of the
former Czechoslovakia, with immediate effect?

It was so i .

The PRESIDENT: May I also take it that it is the wish of the
General Assembly to conclude its consideration of sub-item (e) of agenda
item 16?

It wa o_decided.

AGENDA ITEM 18 (continued)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL

. COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES: NOMINATION OF A MEMBER OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly will now proceed to the matter
of filling the seat that had been occupied by the former Czechoslovakia in the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

Following consultations with regional groups, I have nominated the Czech
Republic as a member of the Special Committee, with immediate effect.

May I take that the Acsembly takes note of this nomination?

It was so decided.
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The PRESIDENT: May I-further take it that the Assembly decides to
conclude its consideration of agenda item 18? |
It was so decided, :
AGENDA ITEM 71 (continued)

EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION: APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE ON THE EFFECTIS OF ATOMIC RADIATION

The PRESIDENT: We turn now to the question of £illing the seat that
had been occupied by the former ézechoslovakia in the United ﬁations
Scientific Committee on the Effécts of Atomic Radiation.

Following consulations wiéh fégional groups, it has been agreed that
Slovakia should be appeinted to fill this vacancy.

If I hear no objection, may I take it that the Assembly appoints Slovakia
as a member of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of
Atomic Radiation, with immediate effect?

It was so decided.

The PRESTDENT: May I further take it that the Assembly decides to
conclude its consideration of agenda item 717

It was so_decided.

AGENDA ITEM 72 (continued)

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE: APPOINTMENT OF
A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE

The PRESIDENT: We turn now to the matter of filling the seat that
had been occupied.by the former Czechoslovakia in the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

Following consultations with regional groups, it has been agreed that the

Czech Republic should be appointed to fill this vacancy.
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" If I hear no objéction, may I take itvtﬁét the Assembly appoints the
Czech Republic és a member of the Committeé on“the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, with immediate effeqﬁ?

It was so decided.
The PRESIDENT: May I further take it that the Assembly decides to
conclude its consideration of agenda item 722
It was so decided.
AGENDA ITEM 76 (continued)

QUESTIONS RELATING TO INFORMATION: APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE
ON INFORMATION

The PRESIDENT: We turn now to the question of filling the seat that
had been occupied by the former Czechoslovakia in the Committee on Information.
Following consultations with regional groups, I have appointed Slovakia
as a member of the Committee on Information, with immediate effect.
May I take it that the Assembly takes note of this appointment?
It was so decided.
The PRESIDENT: :ay I further take it that the Assembly decides to
conclude its consideration of agenda item 76?
It was so decided.
AGENDA ITEM 133 (continued)
REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITIEE ON THE CHARTER OF “HE UNITED NATIONS AND ON
THE STRENGTHENING OF THE ROLE OF THE ORGANIZATION: APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER OF
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND ON THE
STRENGTHENING OF THE ROLE OF THE ORGANIZATION
The PRESIDENT: Lastly, we turn to the matter of f£illing the seat
that had been occupied by the former Czechoslovak.n in the Special Committee

on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of

the Organization.
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’ Followxng consﬁltaglons w;th ;eg1ona1 groups. I have appoxnted the Czech  ‘
"Republxc as.a member of the Speczal Commxttee, wx*h 1mmed;ate effect.
May I take 1t that the Assembly takes note of thxs appoxntment’i
It _was sgvggcxdeb.
The éREgIDENT:'fHéy I fgrther‘take‘it that the Assembiy decides to
conclude its consideration of agenda item;133? | |

It wa decide .

The meeting rose at 12.38 p.m.
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