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ne meeting !lA' called to order at 3.25 p.m.

~GBRDA ITEMS 49 TO 65, 68 AND 1421 AND 67 AND 69 (contixuwd)

GENERAL DEBATB ON ALL DISARMAMEtr.f AND INTBRNATIONAL SECURITY ITEMS

~8IRNANDlZ (Dominican Republic)(interpretation from Spanish):
First, Mr. Chalrman, I should like to join other speakers who have conveyed to
you and to the other officers of the Committee congratulations on your

election to guide the work of the First Committee.

Last year, I said that we were beginning our verk in an incr~asingly

interdependent wor14 at a time that is replete with false vftlues, a time 80

dynamic that not even the most sophisticated means of communication could keep
up with its rapid pace and so uQcertain that not even the boldest analysts
dare predict its course or its final end.

This year, as we begin the work before the Committee, the efforts made
seem, unfortunately, insufficient, despite the recent progress resulting in
part from the disappearance of the East-West conflict. We need greater
political will.

Thus, an. opportunity is now open to the United Nations to recapture the
just ideals that inspired its foanding: the maintenance of international
peace and security.

Our delegation welcomed the merging in the general debate of the items on
disarmament and international security. For several years DOW we have been
emphasizinq the fact that the gap between industrialized countries and less
developed countrIes is also one of the $ources of international insecurity.

Nevertheless, dospite the fact that, compared to other regions of the
globe, out Latin American .~egion is a peaceful one, having as it does an
exemplary treaty. the Treat.y of Tlatelolco, many of its countries, at an
obvious disadvant~e Yis-A-xlI their adversaries, have in recent times been
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(Hl:.L. BerpQnde"
Domipican igpublic)

!Subject to humiliating interference in their current affai1rs but those who

have committed aqqression against them have never really been condemned by any

inte~national or9anization.

That is why, when speaking of disarmament and confidence-building

measures and of international security, we should not forget that in 1959 the

General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution calling for general and

complete disarmament under effective international control, thereby making

general and complete diaarmament the ultimate goal of all United Nations

efforts in the field of disarmament.

In today's era, the question of general and complete disarmament remains

utopian, and 0"\1: challenge is now to unite all our efforts to reduce the level

of arml!Ull8nts to the minimum.

In connection with a new world order - brought about by circumstances and

not by the resolutions of an international body - we must find a formula or an

element within the established system that vill guarantee security for all.

Obviously, those that have been in place up to now have not operated in a

manner that is fair to ell. We are in urgent need of & system in which we all

are equal in word as vell as in deed, not: a system in which some continue to

be "more equal" than otherfIJ

I
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Dominican Republ !&)

It is outrageous that some countri~F. see in the production of weapons for

export a .olution to their uader4eveloped .tat~, or a way of trying to balance

th.ir budgeta~y d.ficits or r.duc. th.ir unemployment ratss. They see in the

.xport of weapons a legitiMat., evident source of income which they need in

order to improve th.ir econoaie••

In the world in which we live, it is RIOre urgent to produce mUk than to

produc. gun. or bull.t., more urgent to build more hospitals and schools than

to build mi••lle. and sophisticat.d war.hips. There are many other, more

humanitarian ways of putting an end to economic hardship. Dev.lopment cannot

b. brought about for on. people by ezt.rminating others.

The delegation of the Dominican Republic, which is co-sponsoring the

draft r.solution on the Conv.ntion on the Prohibition of the Dev.lopment,

Production, Stockpiling and U.e of Ch.mical weapons and on Their Destruction,

trust. that the negotiation. on this Convention wiU lead to freeing us from

that t.rror, which ha. benefit.d only a handful of merchant~ ~f death, to the

detriment of all the world's pop~latlon.

Concerning' the Treatl' on the Ron-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, we

also tru.t, as a signatory State, that during the R.vie~ Conference on that

Treaty, me••ure. will be tak.n to .nsure that it i. no 10DgQr a discriminatory

document, calling a. it do.. for non-nuclear-weapon States to be prohibited

from po•••••ing nuclear aras, vb!le allowing the nUClear-weapon States to

po••e.. and d.velop the••

We reiterate our conviction that a more iuat Treaty Is necessary in order

to put an end not only to the vertical and horizontal proliferation of nuclear

weapons but also to their po.ses.ion by 3D1' State.
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The problem of the arms build-up and international security 111 of concern

to all of us, men and women of this world, n&tions large and small, the

pow~rful and the weak.

The present nuclear and conventi9nal military potential defies reas~~; it

defies logic and proportion. Despite the crumbling of the Berlin Wall and the

end of the East-West conflict, the threat of nuclear conflict, although never

mare than hypothetical, remains nevertheless a C&U$e of global insecurity.

The "balance of terror" hae been ehle to prevell1t - and only SIi) far - ~

direct nuclear eXchange at the strategic l~vel between ~6 super-Povers or a

tactical nuclear confrontation in Bu~ope between the North Atlantic Treaty

OrganbatioD (NATO) and the defunct WariSaw Pact, but it h&6 not besn able to

prevent any of the more than 150 vars that have been fought. in Asia, Africa

and Latin America since the Second World War.

Neither nuclear weapons nor weapons in general can offer security t.o the

world as a whole. If we were able to survive and to end the cold WIU'" ¥e

should bel able to destroy a peace that is based on torror. The ·'theory of

terror" as a source of security is a false one. Weapons produce fear, not

security. Fear is not the same as security. Security is synonymous with

peace, and there will never be peace without disarmament and development.

Mr. nUSi XUM LANG (Viet Nam): On behalf of the delegation of Vlet

Nam, I should like to con9~atulate you, Sir, on your election t.o the

chairmanship of this Committee. I also wish to eztend my congratulations to

the other members of the Bureau of the Committee on their elections. I wish

you and the Bureau great success in your work.

(
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Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction.

has finalized the CQDvftntion on the Prohibition of the Development,

banning of this abhorrent type of weapon of mass destruction. The Convention

It is gratifying to note the interaction between international detente,

commends the agreement reached between lussia and the United States of Amelica

in June of this year, which built on the Treaty on the Reduction and

Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms (START Treaty) and viII lead to further

significant cuts in their stratflgic nuclear veapons. We hope that further

negotiations viII he held and the other nuclear-weapon St~tes will also

AlC. l/..71PV.11
8

After long and complicated negotiations, the Conference on Disarmament

At pr~sent the agencies concerned in Viet Ham are axamining the contents

participate in the process to accelerate the attainment of the goal of

(Mr. Trigh Xuap Lopg. Viet Ham)

completely eliminating nuclear weapons.

the increase in international understanding, and disa~ament. Viet Ham

peace and security and the promotion of global' disarmament.

itself is a significant contribution to the strengthening of international

The objectives of the Convention COliform to the universal demand for the

Government. While recogniZing the view that the Convention cannot be totally

of the Convention in order to make appropriate recommendations to the

satisfactory, as it must represent a delicate balance between many interests,

we share the concerns of many developing countries over the financial aspects

as veIl as the loopholes making possible the abuse of that regime, and the

of the Convention, the unnecessary burdens imposed by the verification regime

reasons known to everyone, ve are partiCUlarly concerned about the fact that

inadequate language on economic and technological development. And for

t.he prohibition of the use of herbicides as a method of warfare has not been

provided for i~ a main article of the Convention.

I
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(Ht. Triph ]Cup LUg. Viet HIm)

The demand for disarmament is deep-rooted in the international

community's as~ir&tio~s to peace and security, which are prerequisites for and

indispensable to the success of its development endeavours. !he Final

Document of the first special session of the General Assembly devoted to

disa~ament states in its paragraph 19:

":rhe principal goals of disarmament are to ensure the survival of

mankind and to elimiDat~ the dmnger of war, in ~Drt!cular nuclear war, to

ensure that war is DO longer an instrument for settling internatioD&l

disputes and that the use and th& th~eGt of UGe of force are eliminated

from international 11fe, 8S provided for In the Charter of the United

Bat.ions. It (resolp,dop &-10/2. para, 19)

The new characteristics et today's international situation have

facilitated progress in some fields of disarmament, created more favourable

conditions and required early solutions in some others. But the goals I

mentioned earlier remain valid. Along these lines, in today's struggle for

disarmament effective measures for nuclear disarmament and the prevention of

nuclear war continue to have the highest priority. We CanAot support any

ar~~nt that implies a diminution in the crucial l~rtance of these measures

on the premise of chuges in intenlational relations. It is aD undisputed

faet that Duclear weapons are not merely one among many types of weapons.

They are weapons of extermination. Per all the reductions thst have been

made, the world still must live with tens of thousands of .eapons that have

the caFacity to ~s8troy our entire civilization many times over.

I
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(Mr. 'l'dM Juan Lang, Viet Ham)

rhe tr8D.fo~ations in international relations and in the concepts of
security reinforce the view that in.istence on the posseasioD or acqui~ition

of nu~lear weapon. ha. more to do with power projection than "ith the
protection of l.qitimate s.curity inter.st.. rh. impasse prevailing in the
work of both the Confer.~c. on Disa~ament and the Disarmament Commission on
nucl.ar i.sues is depre.sinq. It is ti.. to begin serious negotiations on a
compreh.nsive nuclear-t.at ben, to cODclud. the negotiations on effective
int.rnational arrangements to a••ur. non-nuclear-weapon Stat.s against the use
or thr.at of u.. of nuclear weapons, to promote the establishment of
nucl.ar-w.apon-fr.. ZOD8e on the basis of ag~ee..nt among the countries
conc.rn.d, and to con.id.r s.riously the n.ed to negotiate a co~vention ou the
prohibition of the u•• of Ducl.ar weapons.

Vi.t Ham i. a party to the 1968 T~eaty on the Hon-Proliferation of
Nucl.ar "-apons (NPr) and haa signed a full-scope safeguerds agreement witn
the Int.rnational Atomic ~erqy Agency (IAIA). We recognize the need to
ensure compli~nc. with the JP! and to str.ngthen the ~on-proliferation

regim.. We look forward to the succ.ss of the 1995 BPT aeview Conference end
are willing to participate actively in its preparatory proc.... But both the
horizontal and the vertical aspect. of nuclear non-proliferation command the
ad.quat. attention of the international ca.Munlty. .. cannot acc.pt any
continued modernization of nuclear weapons. What is mor., the prevention of
th.ir proliferation cannot be .eparated fro- ..asures aimed at the prevention
of nuclear war and nucl.ar ~i.armament. rhe ult~te as.urance against the
proliferation of nucl.ar ~Iapons lies in the complete .limination of this type
of weapon.
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(Mr. TriM Xuan LangE Viet. Nam)

In view of the rapid progress of science and technclo9Y' the prevention

of an arms raee in oute~ space has become an urgent task. The militarization

of outer space and the c'.evelopmsnt ilUld deployment of spsc~-based weapons may

provoke a new chain of action ~~ reaction, thereby ~ndange~ing international

security and hampering international cooperation in the peacef~l uses of out&r

space. The existing legal regime governing outer spa~e is inadequate to

forestall an arms race and check militarization there; furthe~ legal

instruments must be n~gotiated to reinforce this regilne. We urge that the

Ad Hoc Committee on the ~revention of an Arms Race in O~ter Space uf the

Conference on Disarmament be given a negotiatin9 mandate to begin its work

towards that objective.

CClnventi.:~nal armaments and ax-med forces have lcnq ~ccounted for

four fifths of glo~al military expenditures. Balanced conventional

disarmament and the reduction of military spending will not only help reduce

the danger of war but also release significant additional resources for

development purposes. It is therefore in the interests of all countries to

undertake conventional disarmu~ent and reducti?n of military spending, and it

is their responsibility to do so. The present-day international situation

provides an opportunity for them to take such action. Over the last three

years. Viet Ham has cut its standinq army by nearly 50 per cent and

substantially reduced its defence budget. We support efforts to curb the

transfer of arms, provided that they are non-discriminatory and do not

undermine any country's right to a sufficent national defence capability. We

are convinced tha~ the successful prevention of excessive military build-up

and of the destabilizing accumulation of arms depends on overall confidence in

inter-State relations, not just on the provision of information. We further

Ir
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(Mr. TriM luan Lang. Viet Np)

believ6 that in the field of conventional disarmament, the nuclear-weapon

States and other militarily significant States must assume primary

responsibility, given the size of their arsenals and armies.

Confidence-building is an indispensable part of any strategy of
disarmament, peace and security. Disarmament and confidence are always

complementary. The experience of the confidence-building process ir Europe,
including its recent achievements in the military field, is valuable.

Nevertheless, efforts to build confidence in various reqions of the world can
succeed only if they are based upon the characteristics of the regions

concerned. In many regions, the lack of confidence derivps mainly from
political and economic factors. Viet Ham holds that it is now necessary and
practical to elaborate further the political and economic aapects of

confidence-building, parti~ularly at the regional level. In this reqard, as
one of the original sponsors of the dr~ft resolution OD regional

confidence-building measures based upon tb~ Treaty CD ~ity and Co-operation
in South-East Asia, which viII be submitted to the Committee for

consideration, my country wishes to express its hope for the widest possible
support for this draft resolution.

Amid the changes all around the world, South-East Asia, a region that has
undergone repeated wars and conflicts over the laet half-century, is entering
a new stage with fine pros~acta of peace and stability. Relations of good
neighbourliness, mutual trust and understanding between the cOUl1tries in the
reg10» are being strengthe·,ec.'l, and the trend towards regional cooperation and
integration for the objectIves of stability and development is progressively
gaining moment~. The accession of Viet Nam and Laos to the Treaty on Amity
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(Mr, TriM XU8P Lanq, Viet hm)

and Cooperation in South-~ast Asia and their becoming observers to the

Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASIAN) constitute a qualitatively new

development in the relations between the countries of this reqion.

Yet. to ensure durable peace and sacurity in South-East Asia. certain

issues remain. the solution of which requires intensi7e efforts of all the

regional and other concerned countries as well as the support of the

international community at large, In order not to lose the positive results

of the peace process in Cambodia. all of the parties concerned should honour

their obligations under the Paris Agr&ement on a Comprehensive Political

Settlement of the Cambodia Conflict (Al461608. annex) and strong pressure

should be exerted on the party that refuses to abide by the Aqreement. With

regard to territorial issues betvaen some countries in the reqion. Viet Ham

advocates dialogue between the countries concerned with a view to finding

appropriate peaceful solutions and urges that the countries concerned exercise

the utmost restraint and refrain from any action that might undermine peace

and security in the reqion. In this spirit. we therefore fully support the

four principles put forth in the ASEAH declaration of 22 July 1992 concerning

the settlement of disputes and the maintenance of security in the Eastern Sea

(South China Sea),

./,
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(Mr. TriM luan Lang, Viet Nam)

The changes in the world present U8 with both new opportunities and new
challenges. We are confident that with the experience they have acquired from
the past and their vision for the future, and in a greater collective spirit,
the nations of the world will be fUlly responsive to the demands of the
emerging new world. Viet Nam ill prepared to play its part in the common
endeavours of the peoples of the world.

Mr. ABULRASAH (ICuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of
my delegation, Sir, I am pleased to congratulate you on your election to the
chairmanship of this important Col'llftittee of the General Assembly. Your
well-knoWD qualifications and wisdom, and your negotiating abilities are our
sure guarantee that our deliberations will be successful. In addition, the
fact that you represent our sisterly country, Egypt, gives your election
special significance. Egypt, by its pioneering role in the region, is ODe of
its pillars of security and stability. Our congratulations also go to the
other officers of the Col'llftittee for the confidence placed in them. We wish
them success.

The questions of peace, security and disarmament that are being discussed
here in the First Committee &ssume more significance as we all work towards
the consolidation of the Dew world order ~hich has become a common endeavour
for all countries of ~Je world. This order, which is premised OD ~d anchored
in international legality, is based on and is drawn from the provisions of the
United Nation~ Charter. The most salient features of this o~der are the
consideration of justice, peace, development and respect for human rights, as
well as the promotion of democracy.
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(Mr. AbulhasDD' luwoit)

Kuwait feels that development and progress in the world require first and

foremost a stable international climate. Such a climate could be created only

in the absence of the arms race that started in past decades and, r89rettably,

became an end in itself. Quite frequently, that race led to the unreasonable

stockpiling of armaments which gave some irresponsible regimes an appetite for

I
t.
f

aggression and hegemony and seduced them into threatening to use force, or

into using it to satisfy greedy ~ieions.

Ristory has taught us t4at the following elements are essential for the

maintenanc3 of intern,,",;;!onal peace. first, respect for the sover.ignty of all

States, irrespective of size, secondly, international relations should be

based on a foundation of equality and justice; thirdly, common solutions to

bilateral regional and international problems should be reached by peaceful

means; fourthly., mutual respect for the territorial integrity and borders of

all States; fifthly, the inadmissability of the invastoD or the annexation of

the territory of any country by uother, and sb:thlr, the llecurity of all

States is an intertwined fabric, irrespective of size or capabilities.

In underscoring these al.ments as ess.ntial for world peace, Kuwait

proceeds from the bitter experience of the Iraqi aggression and occupation of

its territory - which aggression was repu18~d by international legality in its

strongest form, in defence, Dot only of a State or a people, but of a

principle that forms the stanchion of world peace and security.

We hope that the world has drawn adequate lessons from our experience.

Rowever, it i. regrettable that ths aggressor continues to refuse to CGmply

with all Security Council resolutions relating to its aggression ag~inst

Kuwait. MOre serious still is the fact that the aggressor has started again

, ,
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(Mr. Abulhasan. Kuwait)

to renew its false claims with regard to Kuwait, as if the Iraqi regime has

not been content with wh~t its policies have done to its own people, and to

the stability of the region and to world peace.

We fully support the efforts of the Special Commission in regard to the

inspection of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. We hope that the task of

this Commission will reinforce once again an important principle, namely that

it is important and necessary for the international community to engage in the

common pursuit of seeking out such weapons, p~eventing their stockpiling and

getting rid o~ them.

The region of the Arabian Gulf, being engaged as it is in reconstruction

and in trying to consolidate security and stability, deter aggression and cut

the aggressor down to size, views with great concern the recent developments

regarding the islands of Abu Musa, Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb, whose

international sovereignty belongs to the State of the United Arab Emirates.

While reemphasizing that just concept we call upon the friendly Islamic

Republic of Iran to reach a peaceful solution to its dispute with the Uniteo

Arab Emirates on a basis of legality and respect for treaties and the

principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries. We

trust that the two parties to the dispute, given their ~ecord in terms of

respect for treaties and charters, and their concern for sparing their two

countries and the whole region anz·thing that may threaten stability, will be

able to reach a solution th~t may ensure rights and underscore obligations for

both par'ties.

While it follows the current positive developments, especially in the

case of the major Powers and in the area of reduction of nuclear weapons,

together with the tendency to eliminate such weapons, Kuwait would like to
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(~ulhasanc Kuwait)

draw attention to the need to take the necessary steps to prevent

proliferation and to prevent the transfer of such weapons, their components,

or the know-how and technicians needed for the manufacture of these letha2

weapons to nations which have the will to acquire them. There are examples of

this in 'the Middle East region, the most outstanding of which being Israel.

Proceeding from this, ICuwai..~ supports the non-proliferation Treaty and calls

upon all countries to accede to it, and also calls upon the Review Conference

on the nuclear non-proliferation Treaty to be held in 1995 ta reach a formula

that would make it universa1 and thereby subject all nuclear installations to

the effective safeguards of the International Atomic Energy Aqency.

I,
I
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(Ht. Abylhalan, Inwait)

Kuwait al.o calls for the conclusion of a convention on the complete

probibition of nuclear tests in order to put an end to the grave threats the

development of the.e de.tructive weapon. continues to pose and to spare the

environment the harmful results of nuclear tests.

Kuwait reiterates its absolute support for the establisbmtint of a nuclear

free aone in the Middle East. We feel that Israel sbould accede to the

Hon-Proliferation Treaty (HPT) and sbould agree to subject its install&tions

to mandatory international supervision in order to remove all suspicion and

causes of tension from the region.

Iarael's uncontrolled and UDmODitored nuclear armaments fuel the

perpetuation of the state of instability in the region and prevent its

countries from channelling their resources to buman and economic development.

We welcome the peace talks on the Middle East, the seventb round of wbicb

starts tomorrQW in Wasbington, as a positive step towards acbieving

stability. We call upon Israel not to waste this opportunity and urge it to

respond positively to the principle of land-for-peace and to implement

Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). We are convinced that

early political and just solution to the Middle East conflict, with its core,

the question of Palestine, is an essential prerequisite nf peaceful
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coexistence in this bigbly sensitive region of tbe world. Therefore, we

believe that, as far as our region is concerned, any regional disarmament

proposals sbould take into lCCOunt the security of all peoples and States in

the region in a maDDer that would secure peace for all States and prevent

aggression under any pretext.

World attention is now focused On the prOliferation of other weapons of

mass destruction. A case in point i~ chemical and biological weapons wbose
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(Mr. Abulhasap, Kuwait)

delivery systems in the fornl of long-ra4ge or intermediate-range rockets have

also proliferated. This unprecedented proliferation of weapons of mass

destruction makes it necessary that the issue be addressed in all seriousness

in the framework of the United Nations. Additionally, new and more effective

methods'of verification should be developed and used against those who may try

to circumvent systems of verification.

Therefore, Kuwait suppurts the groving international determination to put

into effect the chemical weapons Convention. The Convention will be the

subject of a draft resolution that vill be discussed in the Committee. While

we support the Convention's noble qoals, we hope that all weapons of maSS

destruction vil1 be addressed in an overall manner on the basis of equality,

justice and of ensuring security for all States of the world without

distinction. Therefore, we call for mandatory compliance with the chemical

weapons Convention provided there is the same degree of compliance vith the

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPr) and also to ensure

that chemical weapons will not spread and that their installations are

subjected to inspection and monitoring.

Perhaps for the first .:.im{: ~.bis century, we live in an era when swords

are being beaten into ploug~shar~s. We can safely say that the current

(
;
I

changes in different parts of the world are welcome, but in the face of future

challenges we have to be vigilant for we no lODger have any right to return to

the old state of tensions. If we fail to make good use of our potential for

creative work in a collective manner, we may bring upon ourselves serious

coD6equences. aut through :ollective action and through the efforts of the

United Nations, we can rekiadle humanity's hope.*

* Mr. Patokallio (Finland), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.
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Mr. MARmOV (Belarua) (interpretation from. Russian) I My delegation
would like first of all to associate its~lf with the congratulations which
have been offered to our Chairman OD his election to quide the work of
Chairman of the First Committee. We are sure that your experience, including
your ezperience at Geneva. will make for ~uccess in your difficult task.

Less than a year has passed since the USSR ceased to exist. For us in
Belarus these months have been months cf hard work to give concrete effect to
the radically nQW political status of Belarus.

During the general debate in the First Committee in 1991, the delegation
of Belarus spoke about its country's new national goals and interests. Today,
we are ready to report also on certain results of our progress along our new
patb.

One of the major foreign poliey goals of Belarus, ~hich is enshrined in
our Constitution, is to achieve non-nuclear status. In this context, the
Belarus delegation would like to inform the Committee that the removal of all
tactical Duclear weapons fr~m the territory of Belarus was completed ahead of
schedule in April of this year. In May, the signing of the Lisbon Protocol to
the Treaty on the Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive J~rms (START
Treety) resolved the problem of succession with regard to the Treaty, and
Belarus became a party to 1'.;, together with KazaJchstan, Russia, Ukraine and

parliamentary session openi.1C} today at Minsk.

In connection with the Lisbon Protocol, Belarus has undertaken to remove

r~tification of the START Treaty. Belarus is to ratify the Treaty at the

the United States. During the debate, many delegatioDs quite rightly welcomed
the signing of that important instrument, which opened the way for the

all strategic offensive weapons from its territory within seven years, by

1999. The feasibility of shortening that period is currently being ezplored.
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(Hr. Martpoy. Belarus)

Belarus c!1)es not intent, to carry out the destruction of the nuclear

weapoDS on ita sol1. '.rhe significance of that fector in term. ofacceleratlng

the removal schedule and in terms of non-proliferation of nuclear-weapon

technologies is self-evident.

On 20 July of this year Belarus signed an agreement with Russia to place

all strategic offensive wea.ons remaining in our territory under Russian

jurisdiction. Thus, our relationship to that potential was reduced to the

absolute mini... At the sdIlle time, the agreement Whereby Belarus has 1:118

right to forbid the use of nuclear weapons from its territory remains in

force, and the necessary technical procedures for that purpose are being

established.
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(Mr. MartyDQy, Belarus)
As members knQw, tWQ ~ears agQ, in 1990, Belarus prQpQsed frQm the

rQstrum Qf the Gener~l Assembly the establishment Qf a nuclear-weapQn-free
belt from the Baltic Sea tQ the Black Sea embracing a number Qf States in that
area. At that time the idea was nQt universally viewed as feasible. NQw, in
the light of develQpments in our CQuntry and in those Qf Qur neighbQurs tQ the
North-West, West and SQuth, the nuclear-weapon-free belt is beginning tQ take
shape and has a genuine chance of becoming reality.

At the time Qf the establishment Qf the CQmmQnwealth of Independent
States, Belarus committed itself to becoming a nQn-nuclear party to the Treaty
on the NQn-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). That commitment was
confirmed in the Lisbon PrQtQcQl. It is expected that the decisiQn to accede
tQ the NPr will be adopted at the forthcQming session Qf the Belarus
Parliament. We cQnsider the NPT tQ be the basis Qf the internatiQnal nuclear
non-prQliferaticn regime, and we firmly support extending the Treaty
indefinitely at the 1995 Review CQnference.

NQW that Selarus is an independent State, we are beginning to sense mQre
keenly the threat posed by the prQliferatiQn Qf danqerQus military
technQlQgies. We do nQt relish the prospect of finding Qurselves by the end
of the century within a number Qf overlapping circles Qn the map that reflect
the ranges of ballistic missiles frQm variQUs sources - partiCUlarly now, when
we are no longer a part of a super-Power. Belarus therefore has an active
interest in strengthening all non-proliferation regimes.

Since we possess a de~!loped military-industrial potential, we are also
aware of our own responsibilities in this domain. In that connection, the
Government of Belarus adopted at the end of August a decision to establish
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a national system for ef~ec:.ive control and regulation of ezporta of military

and dual~purpose goods. services and technologies. The Government has

prohibited the export of weapons, munitions, military equipment and related

goods and services to areas of military conflict and to politically unstable

regions: Also prohibited are the re-export of ezpo~~ed weapons and their use

outside the territory of the importing State without the consen~ of the

Government of Belarus.

As it steps out from under the Duclear umbrella. Belarus ie making a full

review of the principles for ensuring its national security. We have

enshrined the goal of neutr'llity in our Constitution. and we are steadily

moving towards that goal. 4elaruft stands by ita policy of not joining

military-pol:tical alli~ces and not becoming a party to other agrf1ments

providing for similar relationships.

Accordicqly. Belarus is vitally interested in strengthening 8~curity and

promoting the processes of jisarmament both on the Europeen continent and

world wide. Belarus's concept of national security, now being formulated, is

based largely on the need to achieve and maintain positive stability in the

region around us.

In creating its own na:ional arm¥ to take the place of the powerful

contingents of the Soviet army Once stationed on our soil, Belarus is guided

by the principle of minimal sufficiency and minimal deterrence. In that

context, we attach great importance to the implementation of the Treaty on

Conventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE Treaty) and to further progress

towards the reduction of arned forees in Europe.
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From the very beginning of the negotiations among the eight States

successors to the former So-Fiet Union in the area of application of thctl

CFE Treaty, the Republic of Belarus has had a sufficiently cl@ar vtsi':.ll .J!: .it~

needs, determi""e(\ by the necessity of reducing the troop cODtln/gso:-,ta pr~l ,e:4t

in the territory of the Republic. As a result of intensive work by the ~i~ht

States, an agreement on principles and means for the implementatio~ vi the CFE

Treaty was drawn up and was signed, together with the relevant prctocols, on

23 May at Tashkent. Those docume~ts made possible the entry into force of the

Treaty, which is rightly viewed as the cornerstone of the securitr F.ystom in

Europe.

Having committed itself to c \lying with the CFE Treaty on the basis of

an interim arrangement, Belarus intends to ratify the Treaty in the course of

the forthcoming session of its Parliament, thereby facilitating its final

entry into force. In conformity with the CFE lA agreement on the troop

strength of conventional armea forces in Europe, the, armed forces of Belarus

will number no more than 100,000 troops 40 months after the C~R Treaty enters

into force.

This year Belarus became a full member of the Conference on Security and

Cooperation in Burope (CSCB) and signed the Helsinki Final Act and the Charter

of Paris for a New Europe. We also became a party to the Vienna Document of

1992 and the Open Skies Tre~ty. As a member of CSCB, the Republic of Belarus

has already adopted, together with other States, a document of our new times:

the Declaration of the Helsinki Summit.

In the domain of security, thosa documents layout a concentrated

programme of further action to increase the transparency and pr$dictability of

I
I;
I

military ac

measures.

sensitive i

Thus,

European in

We int

obligations

this year

provide the

compliance

the first

create an a

We hop

and in the

Agency and

counterpart

I also

Belarus and

for the pur

were initia

days, prob

At the

of the Comm

party to ag

the impleme

Union of So

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



I,

I
I
I

I

A/C.1/47/PV.11
29

military activities and to establish a system of c~llective security

At the summit meetinq at Bishkek, where the Ileads of State or Government

I also wish to state that recently, at Minsk, ~~ree agreements between

(Mr. Martypoy, Belarus)

Thus, the Republic of Belarus is today a party to practic~lly all

European instruments in the sphere of disarmament and arms control.

We hope that States which have experience in carrying ou~ such procedures

We intend to comply in good faith with all of the international

measures. The programme combiDes the wisdom of various approaches to these

compliance with treaties on disarmament and confidence-building. Belarus was

obligations we have undertaken. For that purpose Belarus created in June of

provide the necessary support for all international procedures to ensure

this year the National Agency for Verification and Inspections, which is to

sensitive issues and sets new frontiers for concerted action.

the first among the countries ~f the Commonwealth of Inuependent States to

create an agency of that kind.

and in the relevant technology will assist us in organizing the work of the

Agency and in ensuring appropriate interaction between the Ageucy and its

counterparts in other count7:ies.

Belarus and the United States of America on cooperation in the military sphere

for the purpose of facilitating the processes of disarmament and arms control

were initialed. We expect those agreements to be signed within the next few

days, probably the day after tomorrow, on Thursday of this week.

party to agreements among the States successors to the forme~ Soviet Union on

of the Commonwealth of Independent States met on 9 October, Belarus became a

the implementation of the Treaty between the United States of America and the

Union of Soviet Socialist R!publics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-
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(Mr. Martypoy. Belarus)

Range and Shorter-Range Missiles (INF rreaty) and the rreaty between the

United States of America and th~ Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the

Limitation of Anti-Ballisti~Missile Systems (ABM rreaty) in respect of their

national territories and ta~inq into account their national interests. It is

envisaged that appropriate ~greements with the United States on legal

succession iu respect of those rreaties will be concluded.

At the swmlit meeting of the Commonwealth of Independent States, a jolnt

consultative commi£sion on disarmament was established. One of the primary

goals of the commission is to ensure interaction among the countries of the

Commonwealth of Independent States in complying with inte~national agreements.

In a ~roader multilateral context, the delegation of Belarus "ishes to

express its profound satisfaction at the successful completion by the

Conference on Disa~~ent of the draft Convention OD the prohibition of

chemical weapons. In many ways, that Convention is an unprecedented

instrument. Belarus has become a sponsor of draft resolution A/C.l/47/L.l, by

whi~h the General Assembly would endorse the chemical weapons Convention.

Belarus, in whose territory chemical weapons were used during the First World

War, will in due course consider signing the Convention and undertaking the

obligations it implies. rhe entry into force of the chemical-weapons

Convention will outlaw another monstrous weapon of mass destruction.
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(Mr. Martynoy, Belarus)

As is known, Belarus has worked in tha General Assembly for many years to

secure a prohibition of the creation of new types of weapons of mass

destruction. At the coming forty-eighth session of the General Assembly, we

intend to submit a follow-up draft resolution on the subject in order to

establish agreed international procedures to achieve that goal. We hope to

take another step forward in that process and achieve consensus. All the

necessary circumstances for it seem to be in place.

For the first time in many years, the situation is also favourable for

the prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests. The moratorium on nuclear testing on

the part of three States - Russia, France and the United States - seems to

provide the foundation for a decisive breakthrough to the full destruction of

such weapons. If the two other nuclear States were to join in the moratorium

and it were extended until ~he conclusion of a total ban OD nuclear

explosions, that would be precisely the scenario that would meet the

aspirations of the rest of the international community, be in keeping with

the spirit of the times and - a matter of great importance - promote the

indefinite extension of the non-proliferation Treaty in 1995.

As is known, in 1991 Belarus submitted to the Conference on Disarmament

an official request to be admitted as a full member. The international

obligations assume~ since then by Belarus in the disarmament field and its new

active role in nuclear and conventional disarmament constitute, it seems to

us, additional arguments in favour of that request, which we take this

opportunity to confirm today.

Having entered on an equal footing into the family of sovereign States,

Belarus firmly intends to be a civilized member of i~ from the outset. Our

delegation hopes that this brief survey of Belarus's activities in recent

months - both unilaterally and through accession to major international

I
I
I
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(Mr. Hart!DOY' Belarus)

in8tr~nts - unequivocally attests to that fact. Belarus not only cherishes
the rights of a sovereign State. but also embraces with the greatest sense of
responsibility the obligations of a member of the international community.

Mt. RAlQTOZAFX (Madagascar) (interpretation from French): As my
delegation is speaking before the Committee for the first time. I should like
to extend to Mr. Elaraby the warm congratulations of the delegation of

con

sho

i-··
I f,;

Madagascar on his unanimous election to th~ chairmanship of our Committee. We
are certain that. given his diplomatic talents. the Committee's work will be
most succe.sful. We also c,ngratulate the other officers of the Committee.

Recent changes in international relations have greatly affected matters
relating to disarmament and international security. which are the subjects of
our debate. The end of East-West tension has not only brought about an

enhanced role for our Organization - thanks in particular to the close
cooperation between members of the Se~urity Council - but has also h4lped to
expand the concept of disa~nament. which is no longer limited merely to arms
control but now comprises the destruction of specific categories of we~pons.

Certainly. the accomplishments of the past 12 months are modest.,

considering the contradicto:y trends emerging in the world. On the one hand.
the pace of bilateral negotiations between the United States and the Russian
Federation are being accelerated by the unilateral disarmament initiatives and
the signing of various nuclear disarmament agreements. in pa~ticular that
which was recently signed at the summit in Washington. D.C•• last June. On
the other hand. the danger ,f the horizontal proliferation of nuclear weapons
and weapons of mass destruction. fostered by an enormous international

transfer of those weapons a~d of their manufacturing technology. is

exacerbated by the re-emergence of nationalism. xenophobia and extremism in
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(Mr, RaJtAt0.af,y. Madagascar)

countries that are victims uf ope~ or latent civil war. Nor should we forget

the capabilities of other nuclear States that are not yet participatln41 in the

present process of disarmament between the United States and Russia.

Furthermore, in order to avert the danger of a 4110bol military

confrontation and to free the world from the nuclear threat, di8a~ament

should no longer be considered in the context of Bast-West confrontation. To

strengthen international security, what is needed is a 9lobal approach to

every aspect of the question, in 8 multilateral f~amewort, with the active

participation of all States.

The draft Convention o~ chemical weapons recommended by the Conference on

Disarmament for adoption by the General Assembly is a good example of this new

approach. This unprecedented agreement, as its title indicates, is intended

not only to prohibit the development, production, stockpiling and use of

chemical weapons, but also ;he destruction of all existing chemical weapons

and the means to produce tham. MOreover, the draft contains strict provisions

for verifying implementation of the Convention, aDd sanctions are even

envisaged to ensure respect for the Convention.

There is no doubt that the chemical weapons Convention is a significant

step towards the elimination of weapons of mass destruction and thus tends to

hasten the achievement of o~r common goal: qeneral and complete disarmament

under international control. It is therefore a valuable precedent for future

multilateral agreements on disarmament. That is Why my delegation, which is a

sponsor of draft resolution AlC.l/47/L.l, hopes for universal adherence to the

Convention. The executive council that is to ensure the functioning of the

Convention will have to assure its non-discriminatory implementation by

promoting the transfer to developing countries of chemical technologies,

material and equipment for peaceful purposes.

I,
f
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(Mr. Rakotolafy. Madagascar)

The que.tioll1 of ~"clea~' non-proliferation should also be approached

qlobally and in a multilateral framework. To that end, my deleqation welcomes

the fact that, at present, all the permanent members of the Security Council

have adhered to the non-proliferation Treaty and that more than 150 States are

now parties to it. Before conveninq the Conference of States Parties to the

non-proliferation Treaty e~·isaqed for 1995, we should rethink the very

concept of non-proliferatiou, since the present reqime has been able to

prevent neither qualitative nor quantitative proliferation••

• The Chairman returu3d to the Chair.
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(Mr. Rakotozafy, Madagascªr)

This again demonstrates the importance of bringing about a cessation of

nuclear tests. Present restrictions on nuclear proliferation cannot be

strengthened unless a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban Treaty is concluded. The

moratoriums on nuclear testing decided upon by Russia and France, as also the

recent law enacted by the United States Congress, are intended to limit

nuclear testing, and they constitute positive measures that other

nuclear-weapon States should follow.

The establishment of nuclear-free zones strengthens the non-proliferation

regime and contributes to the elimination of weapons of mass destruction. We

welcome the success achieved in various regions in this area, particularly in

the South Pacific and in Latin America. through the entry into force of the

Treaty signed by Argentina, Braail and Chile prohibiting nuclear weapons in

Latin America, and by the strengthening of the Treaty of Tlatelolco. However,

we regret that the Declaration on the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace has not

yet been imp1emented, and we urgently appeal to all interested parties to work

together to open up new avenues for the work of the Specia1 Committee,

The enormous accumulation of conventional weapons constitutes an element

of instability, particular1y in areas in which regional tensions and conflicts

pose a threat to international peace and security. The establishment of a

Registry of conventional weapons by the United Nations is a novel undertaking

that safeguards transparency in the international weapons trade. This

inltiative should be complemented by a study of tbe deep-rooted causes of the

arms race in conventional weapons and all other categories of weapons. We

should also avoid discriminatory practices that apply 501ely to one country or

group of countries and should take into account tbe legitimate security needs

of al1 States.
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(Mr. Rakotozafy. Madagascar)

The Charter confers upon the Security Council primary responsibility for

the maintenance of international peace and security. Close co-operation is
therefore necessary among members of the Council to preserve the credibility

of the Organization in the face of challenges. As the Secretary-General has

aptly emphasized in his report "An agenda for peace"g

"A genuine sense of consensus derivinq from shared interests must qovern

its work, not the threat of the veto or the power of any qroup of

nations." (Al471277. para. 18)

The participation and commitment of all Member States is necessary if the

joint endeavours of the three main orqans of the Orqanization are to enhance

operational effectiveness in the field. It is also necessary considerably to
strenqthen the preventive aspects of the work of the Orqanization in order to
foresee and avert conflicts. It is therefore important not to qo back on

anythinq that has been achieved so far, so that the present staqe of

transition can only lead to a new international realiqnment.

Mr. SAMHAN (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic): It

is a qreat pleasure for me to congratulate you, on behalf of the deleqation of

the United Arab Emirates, on your election to the chairmanship of this

..

Committee.

Your assumption of this important post is a siqn of esteem for you

personally and for your country, the fraternal State of Egypt. Your vast

experience in many areas of international affairs will contribute to the

achievement of our 90al: t.le stren9theninq of international peace and

security.

I wish also to convey our appreciation to your colleaques the other

officers of the Committee and wish you all every success in your work•
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(Mr. Samban, United Arab Emirates)

The items before us are among the most significant on our agenda by their

very nature, their particular importance, and their direct connor .ion with the

noble goals mankind aspires after with hope and optimism, in its yearning for

a future of peace, equality, stability, security and freedom from the threat

of weapons of mass destruction.

The future we all aspire after for a human race that has rid itself of

the grave crises of past decades, should be built on a number of fundamental

principles, namely: peaceful coexistence, non-interference in the internal

affairs of States, prohibition of the use or threat of the use of force,

non-admissibility of occupation of the lands of others, the settlement of

disputes by peaceful means, and the right of every State to choose its own

road to development. These are principles the United Arab Emirates has

subscribed to since independence.

The building of peace is a historic task that calls for new percepts,

especially in the area of addressing chronic problems. Side by side with

this, we must all try to define the logical outcome of building preventive

peace, that is to say the prevention of the eruption of crises which arise

from economic, social and political causes, or which are caused by aggression.

To that end, we must strengthen the role of the United Nations and the

specialized aqencies, not only in maintaining international peace and security

but also in promoting economic and social progress in creating a more

equitable international economic environment and in settling long-standing

conflicts with a sense of collective responsibility, by peacefUl means, in

co~sonance with the Charter and the fundamental principles that govern

international relations.
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(Mr. Samban, United Arab Emirates)

Me believe that the present overall picture of international relations

indicates the presenee of a number of positive possibilities for the vorld as
Unit

a whole despite the persistence of sorne aerious regional conflieta.
disa

The aspect that la re811y encouraging in a11 this is that the cold war
Gene

has ended and that the spirit of democracy ia gainin9 the upper hand. Added
fort

to this, 9ro"ing importaDoe is being attached to the economic and
deH

environmental iaauea of the vorld. The practical measurea announced by the
supp

United States and the Russian Federation to curb the nuclear arms race hava
mass

been welcomed by tba vhole of the international community. Me should like to

encourage this tind of positiva initiative, and hope that other States vill

follov suit, with the purpose of encouraqinq and promotinq international

confidence-building eftorts at tha regional and intarnational lavela so that

regional tensions may be reduced, and disarmament and prevention of the

proliferation of weapons of mass destruction may be strenqthened.

Me a180 subscribe to the view that general aud complete disarmament

should be accomplished under effective international control in order to

create a propitiouB environment for internationa1 peace and security. Me

wholeheartedly support the conc1usion of an international convention banning

the use or the threat of tbe use of nuclear weapons under any circumstances.

We welcome the accassion by China and France to the Non-proliferation

Treaty (NPr), and consider this to be a positive atep towards achieving full

universality tor the Treaty, aS ve hope that other States viII follov suit.
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(Mr. 5amb"- Uplted MIb Emirates)

In this respect, we support an important and effective role for the

United Nations and its specialized agencies in dealing with the ~uestion of

disarmament at the r8gional level. It vas OD thia basis that we supported the

General As.embly'. resolutioD on regional oisermament adopted at its

forty-sbrth se.sion. nis approach, ..hich became manifest also in the

deliberations of the Disarmament Commission at its last session, should be

supported and reinforced by States that possess Duclear weapons and weapons of

mass destruction in oraeI' to achieve stability and lasting peace at the

regional and international levels.

ne draft Convention on the total prohibition of chemical weapons is a

historic achieveme~t in the contezt of the international endeavour to prohibit

!:he spread of vee,poDs of mass destlruction. nis achievement should go hand in

hand with the 8limination of other weapons of mass destruction, particularly

nuelear veapens. In this regard ve are deeply conceraed at Israelis

possession of a horrific nuclear capability. ne ac~isition of this

capab.J.lity pe15es a IIOst seri~us continuous threat to the security of the

States of the reqinn. Cons~ently, it is incumbent upon the United Nations

as a historic respo~sibility, to request I~ra.l to take appropriate and ur~ent

measures that may l~ad to its accession to the Non-Proliferation Treaty& and

to re~eat Israel to place all its nUClear facilities under the safeguards

regime of the Int.rnational Atoaic Illerft' Agency (IABA) in accordance ~ith the

Security Council resolutioD 487 (1981).

We have alreadY highlighted the !mportaDce of ridding all regions of

weapens of .ss destruction and of encouraqinq active international

initiatives in thl1t 4ir.ction. ner. CaD be no doubt that our Arab region is

one of the world's regions that greatly need. peace, 8eeudty nd stability.

!
t .
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Proceeding from this, we welcomed t.he on<}oing negotiations between the parties

concernad. Me hava even participated in the multilateral negotiations with

the aim of reaching a cemprehensive, just and lastlng solution to the Middle

East problem with its core, the question af Palestina. The settlement of the

problem should be based on the two Security Couneil resolutions - 242 (1967)

and 338 (1973) - and should inv01ve a complete Israeli witbdrawal from the

Palestinian and Arab occupied territories, including Al-Quds as ..,ell as the

Syrian Golan Beights, and the exercise by the Palestinian people of their

inalienable rights.

Our armad forces possess th. conventional weapons tbat are necessary for

self-defence and tbe protection of our frontiers, territorial integrity and

8overe1gnty Ul1der internat1anal la"" the Charter af the United Rations and the

fundamental principIes that gavern international relations. Me have set out

this position in doeument A/471370 that b before the COlMlittee.

In many international and regional forums, my country has stressed the

importance of settling d1fferenee. and disputes by peaoeful meana and has

reiterated lts total rejection of the UBe af force. It i8 in this context

that my oountry welcomes al! tbe positive &teps noy beiX)g taken to strengthen

international peace and security at the regional and international levels.

Ptoeeedinq from tbis and with a vi_", to ensuring security and stability in the

Arab Gulf region, which sore1y nesda hoth, 8sPeeially after lbe grave events

of the last 10 years, including the Iraqi 8gvr8s8ion and occupation of the

fraternal eountry of Kuwait and the grave cona.quenee. to the reglon alid te

the whole ""orld, rny country, in eooperation vith other fraternal States

members of tbe Gul! Cooperation Council~ has atriven, duriDg and after the

crisis. to resolve p~oblems and conflicts by peaceful means, through dialogue

-

on the

intern

our de

region

betweel

of Ital

IraniBJ

and in

countd

Islamic

Occupat

that be

blands

restor!

solutio

in the

securit

readiDe

Article

af Just

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



--""......

, .... ....

-------~_ .... , ~-_._-.

AlC.1I471PV.11
43-45
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on the basis of the Cha~ter and the fundamental principles governing

international relations. The Qverriding motive in all this continues to be

our desire to maintain l~'t.erl1at:~nal peace, security and stability in the

region.

Despite all this and notwithstanding the desire to strenqthon rslations

between the members gf the Gulf Cooperation Council and the Islamic Republie

of Iru, we were very regrettably dismayed by the measures adopted by the

Iranian Government with regsrd to Abu Musa Island in breach" both in ItMstance

and in applicati03t' of the melllOl'andun of understanding signed by the two

countries in 1971.

We have tried, througb bilateral contacts and by neqotiating with the

Islamic Government of Iran" to reach a peaceful solution to the Iranian

occup~tlon of the three ifOlands of Abu Musa, Greater Tunb, the Lesser ~Db

that belong to the United Arab Emirates, with a view to restoring- the three

lsluds to their rightfUl owners .. putting an end to Iranian occupation and

restoring the United Arab Emirates sovereignty over the three islands.

The continued existence of this problem without any just and lasting

solution, will perpetuate the tension and instHbility we are trying to avoid

in the Arab Gulf region. In view of this, VG must do all VG can to restore

security" 1!~t.biU.ty and peace to this most sensitive of reglons, which is

important at the regional and international levels. Once 8gain, we statQ our

~eadin9liJl to settle thb problem by the peaceful Mena stipUlated by

Article 33 of the Cbartar, inclUding litigation before the International Court

of Justice.

.1
I
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This was confirmed by my country·s Foreign Minister in his address to the

General Assembly on 30 September 1992. We appeal once more to the Islamic

Republic of Iran, a friendly country, to respond positively to our sincere and
genuine wishes to reach a peaceful settlement of the dispute, as called for by
our tolerant Muslim religion and the fraternal ties that exist between us.

The disarrJament process must be closely related to the process of

development and the strengthening of world security in its wider context. The
continuing tendency towards disarmament which has resulted from the end of
East-West confrontation and the reduction ~f international tensions should

encourage us to move forward to settle all the remaining problems that face
us. We should accord tba settlement of those problems a very special priority

and devote all our efforts to the achievement of peace and the common security
of all.

The world we live in is in tfi~ ~hroes of an accelerated period of

transiti~~ and is undergoing fundamental economic, political, security, social
and military changes. Therefore. the stand we should take vis-a-vis those

changes, must not be confined to knee-jerk reactions but must develop into

positive action to elaborate the ideas, percepts, strategies and initiatives
that may enable us to exert direct and beneficial influence on the evolution
of international events in response to the desire of the international

community to live in peace, and to free itself of all threats and dangerous

conflicts that obstruct the creation of a peaceful international environment
of coexistence, peace and collective security.

The effects of the arms race and the attendant unbridled military

expenditures are not limite3 to the creation of grave threats to peace and

security. They also cause a massive haemorrhage of the economic re$ources of

nations with all the damage that that causes to the world economy. It is high

time w

achiev

partic

the re

streng

the in

way to

mainta

intern

soluti

proble

United

B

shackl

arisin

can ho

for a1

speak

I

accord

Assemb

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



AlC.l/47/PV.11
47

(Mr. SMlhan. United Arab EmlrDtes)

time we rechannelled those wasted resources and devoted them to the

achievement of the economic and social development of all countries,

particularly in the third world. This can be achieved through disarmament,

the reduction and control of weapons and military matPriel and the

strengtheninq of regional and international security on a realistic basis, in

the interest of all.

To addre~s these problems responsibly and realistically, is to find our

way to comprehensive peace and to stable and la8ti~g security. ~,. all know

that the world's problems, espacially in the areas of disarmament and

international security, are interrelated and interdependent. T.berefore, we

must work together to settle disputes by dialogue and peaceful means and to

maintain pl!8Ce and coexistence. Since most of these problems have acquired an

international character, they cannot be dealt with by reforms or partial

solutions. It is high time we beglUl to work together to solve those serious

problems and to fo~_Late DeW# global solutions within the framework of the

United Nations Charter and :he tenets of international law.

By 50 doing, we shall 4ave succeeded in freeing the world from the

shackles of the serious p~oblema that beset mankind, especially the problems

arisinq from the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. And then we

can hope to create for ourselves a world of stability, justice and security

for all.

'lb' CIt\IRMAH: I shall now call on those representatives who "ish to

speak in exercise of the right of reply.

I draw the Committee's attentioD to tt.a procedure to be ioUona, in

accordance with established practice and the following decision of the General

Assembly:

-"'-~--:-.,..,----
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"Delegations shou",d ex.rcis. their right of reply at the end of the

day whenever two .etings have been scheduled for that day and whenever

such meetings are devoted to the consideratio~ of the same item.

"rhe nWllber of interventions in the exercise of the right of reply

for any delegation at a given ..eting should be limited to two per item.

"rhe first intervention in the exercise of the r1(Jht of reply for

any dele(Jation on any item at a (Jiven meeting should be limited to

10 minutes and the s.cond intervention should be limited to five

minutes." (declsiop 34/401, »aral. 8-10)

rhose are the (Jround rules, and I hope that they will be ~espected. I

shall not read thea out in detail every time, but I thou(Jht it advisable to do

so on the first occasion the ri(Jht of reply is e.erci.ed at this session.

I call first on the repres.ntative of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Mr. MMiSBAPI (Id_ic I.public of Iranh With reference to the

state.nt lIade by the representative of the United Arab Emirates, let me

reiterate very briefly our overall approach on policy towards the Persian Gulf

re(Jion and our nel(Jhbours in that area, based on the maintenauce and promotion

of friendly and (Jood-aei(Jhbourly relations. We believe that only such an

approach can 9Uarantee stability in the area.

Ravin(J said that, let me add that from the v.ry be(Jinning the Government

of the Islamic Republic of Iran tried in earnest to resolve the

misunderstandinqs regarding the situation of non-United Arab Emirate residents

of Abu Musa Island. I raiterate that that probl.. or misunderstanding

pertains to non-residents of the Unit.d Arab Emirates. To that end, and

cognizant that the region's needs for tranquillity are (Jreater than ever

be
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before, and also that understanding and good-nei9hbourliness should govern

relations between the countries in the Persian Gulf, we entered 1nto

negotiations with the other party.

we.had hoped that the other party would reciprGcate with such an approach

and attitude, but the United Arab Emirates raised certain issues extraneous to

the negotiations, issues that were totally irrelevant to the issue at hand,

thus forcing the bilateral talks to a halt. Such an attitude does not lend

itself to problem-resolutioa.

The Persian Gulf region needs security and stability, not tension.. as was

said, and we fully agree. Our brothers in the United Arab Emirates know that

such claims would put the whole region in flames. We bave to take every

action with prudence and wisdom and in the spirit of good-neighbourliness and

brotherly relations. Otherwise, the problems in the region of the Persian

Gulf will not be resolved.

We have recently heard of border problems between Saudi Arabia and Qatar,

and there are chronic issues between Saudi Arabia and Yemen as well. We are

aware that there are issues between other countries in the region, which in

the past have even given rise to bloody wars.

We should try to settle our disputes in a brotherly manner through

bilateral parleys and talks. We are prepared to sit down with our brothers in

the United Arab Emirates to settle the existing misunderstandings.

Unfortunately, as I have said, the last time we did su the other side brought

up extraneous issues without relevance to Abu Musa Island.

I
I
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We hope that this will not happen again.

I have to make several points regarding the statement made by the
representative of Kuwait. First. we agree about calling on j,;~"i _ =·'''''8 to
respect the existing agreements between the two countries. We abide by the
1971 Agreement and Memorandum of Understanding between the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the United Arab Emirates. However. it would be more advisable fo~

the Kuwaiti side to call on both sides. not only the Iranian side. to settle
their disputes through peaceful means.

Secondly. before calling on other parties to settle their disputes
peacefully. the representative of Kuwait passed jUdgement on the issue of
sovereignty. If one asks others to settle their dispute, one should not first
pass judgement.

The third and final point Is that when it comes to the names of

geographical locations, we should use those that are used in the United
Nations and that appear in centuries of literature; the body of water between
us and our brothers in the littoral States of the Persian Gulf is called the
Persian Gulf. and does not have the other names that have been used.

Mt. SAMBAN (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic):
I did not wish to take the floor, but I have to do so no,.. because my

colleague. the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, has taken the
floor before me.

Occupation is occupation by any name. It cannot be changed into

something else. Iran's occupation of the three islands - the Greater Tunb.

the Lesser Tunb and Abu Musa is a fact that is known to all. The three

islands have been under milItary occupation since 1971. If the representative
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Arab Emirates)

of Iran wishes to acguaint himself with that fact, he can do so by perusing-

the relevant Security Council documents.

This is Dot an issue of a number of people who were ezpelled from the

island. of Abu MUlla; it is much more than that. I do Dot think that any State

would allow anyone to occupy its territory, no matter how small that State may

be. The last meetinq that was held in Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates

showed how desirous we are of resolving this problem by peaceful means. ~at

continues to be our wish, as stated in the General Assembly by the Foreign

Minister of the United Arab Emirates. Conseguently, I am not going to dwell

on this matter at length. The documents are there. And the documents prove

beyond a doubt the hlstQrl=al and legal validity of the fact that the three

islands belong, have belonged and will continue to belong to the United Arab

Emirates.

Why then should Iran ~ccupy the three islands and continue to occupy them

since 1971 and why should the United Arab Emirates be compelled to have

recourse to the Security Council? Does it stand to reason that a small State

would claim for itself the territory of a larger State? What sort of logic is

that? I again reiterate the United Arab Emirates' position: we have

historical ties with Iran, and we are keen to preserve those ties. I daresay

,
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that this does DGt apply tQ the United Arab Emirates alon& but to all the

other States of the region. We all want peacQt to prevail and unless we

maintain neighbourly relations, the Gulf will never enjoy stability, security

or peace and will not be npsred the repetition of the horrors and wars that

~..ave ravaged it over the paoit 10 years. Therefore, I 8gain reiterate my

country's position: we want to resolve this problem by peaceful means through

the appropriate international channels, under the Charter of the United

Nations.
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Mill AL-MI1LLA (Ku',ait) (interpretation frOll Arabic): The
representative of ~~ I~lamic aepublic of Iran COmMented on the statement by
the Ambassador of Kuwait in the First Coaaittee. I think he was beinq rather
selective here.

Let me read once again what our Ambaasador said:
"we trust that the two parti.. to the dispute, qiven their record in

te~s of respect for treaties and charters, and their concern for sparinq
their two countries and the whole reqion anythinq that may threaten
stability, will be able to reach a solution that may ensure riqhts and
underscore obliqations for both parties." (sqpra, p. 20)
That was an invitation to both parties.

Tbe CBAIBMNR (interpretatioD from Arabic): I now call on the
representative of the Islamic lepublic of Iran, who wishes to speak a second
time in exercise of the riqht of reply.

Mr. ""SRAQI (Isla-ic aepublic of Iran). I should like first to
expre.s my sincere thanks for wbat the representative of Kuwait said. We are
fully prepared to talk with our brothers in n~!ghbouriD9States in order to
settle some misunderstandings. But the issuee that the repra••ntative of the
United Arab Emirates mentioned are what caused the first round of
uegotiations, which were held in Abu Dhabi, to be baIted: there are
contradictions that the United Arab S.irat•• baa DOt yet been able to sesolve.

In the United Are Emirate. state.nt, it waa said that Iran bad violated
the letter and thft spb'it of the 1971 Aqreement botween tbe ty() countries. We
are co..ltte~ to sittinq and talking on the basis of the 1971 Aqreement, but
if we start talkinq and then extraneogs issue. arise, such as tho.. mentioned
in the state.ent of the United Arab IMirates, iS8ue. of the other islands and
so on, then it i. not we who violate the spirit and letter of the 1971

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



l

: by

,ther

rd in

~rinq

AlC.1I47/PV.11
S4

(Mr. Na'Adl, J.1Mk
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Aqreement. It 1••iIllply that. the Unit..d Arab birat.ee 40•• 1lOt. bow whiCh

subject it is talting about. If we are d18cuGs1~ the 1911 Agr....nt. then

let. us sit. and talt about it, but. not. raise eztrueou. 1••u•••

1'he CDXgAH (interpretation from Arabic)* I now ca11 on the

representative of the Unite4 Arab Emlratea, who "bile. to .peat a ••cond t.ime

in e.ercise of the riqbt. of reply.

Hr. SAMBlN (Unite4 Arab Emirates) (int.erpretation frC* ArabicH

There seems to be some 4istorU.,. of the facts here. fte agreeliltnt OIl

Abu Musa Island is on. tbin9, ana t:he occupation by Iran of Greater 2'unb ud

Lesser 'l'UDb is another. Iran 40e. not want to address the is.ue of· lts
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occupat.ion of the Greater TUDh and the Lesser 'luDb. Once again, I attess that

l1d
the three islands - Greater TuDb" Lesser Tunb ana Abu Mus. - are part and

parcel of the territory of the United Arab labate. and that. It_ continue. to

'the _t1ng rose at $,10 .,11.
International Court of Justice.

occupy those islands. we are fully prepared t.o resolve this ls.ue ~ peacefUl

means, thro\llJb the application of interaadonel legal iutr\lllllents and lathe
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