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I. IWRoDuCrIoN

1. The item entitled "Comprehensive review of the whole question of peace-keeping
operations in all their as-cts: report of the Special Committee on Peace-keeping
Operations* was included in the provisional agenda of the forty-second session of
the General ~ssesbly in accordance with Assembly resolution 41/67 of
3 December 1986. ,

2 . At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 18 September 1987, the Genera3 Assembly, on the
retxxmnendation of the General Conmnittee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the Special Political Committee.

3. The Special Political Committee considered the item at its Sth, 6th, 7th,
29th, 33rd and 34th meetings, on 19 and 20 October and 18, 24 and 25 November 1987
(see A/SPC/42/SR.Sr  6, 7, 29, 33 and 34).

4. The Special Political Committee had before it a letter dated 8 January 1987
from the Permanent Representative of &eden to the United Rations addressed to the
Secretary-General (A/42/77), and a note verbale dated 9 October 1987 fran the
Permanent Mission of New Zealand to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General (A/42/637-S/19190).

11. CONSIDERaTION  OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

5. On 29 actober 1987e a draft resolution (A/SPC/42/L.17) was circulated,
sponsored by Australia, Canada, Denmark, Fiji, Finland, France, Ghana, Ireland,
Italy, Nepal, Norway and Sweden, which read as follows:
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“The  General Aasrmb1.y  ,

“Reoallinq  its reeolu tions 1874 (S-I\!) of 27 Juno 1963,  2006 (XXX) of
16 February 1965, 2053 A (XX) of 15 December 1965, 2249 (S-V) of 23 May 1967,
2308 (XXII) of 13 lieoember  1967, 2451 (XXIII) of 3.9 December 1.968, 2670 (XXV)
of! 8 December 1970, 2835 (XXVI) of 17 December 1971, 2965 (XXVII) of
13 December 1972, 3091 (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3239 (XXIX) of
25 November 1974, 3457 (XXX) of 10 December 1.975, 31/105 of 1.5 December 1976,
32/106  of 15 Denember  1977, 33/1.14  of 18 December 1978, 34/53  of
23 November 1979, 35/121 of 11 December 1980, 36/37 of 18 Novemher 1981, 37/93
of 13 December 1982, 38/81 of 15 December 1983, 39i97 of! 14 Docembar 1984,
40/163 of 16 December 1965  and 41/67  of 3 December 1986,

“Reaff  irminq  the primary responsibility of the Socur  ity Council for the
maintenance of international peace and security,

“Conscious of the vital rola played by United Nations peace-keeping
forcea in support of Beoioione  of the Sect rity Council in discharging its
pr imary responsibi l i ty  in  aocordanoe  with  the  Char ter  of  the  Uni ted  Nationrr,

“Reoognizinq  that the presence of United Nations peace-keeping forces
outhue=  by the Security Council in otinflict  areas demonstrates tho common
concern of Membera  of t.he United Nations in the grnservation  of stability and
easing of tension in those areao,

“Aware of the extremely difficult financial situ,\tion of the United
Nationspuae-keeping  forces in ths light of the heavy burden  incur rod by
troop contributors, especially  those from developing CoLintries,

“Stress ing the col lec t ive  responsibi l i ty  of  Mother Stateo,  in  accordance
with  the  Char ter , to share equitably the financial burdens of such operationu
established by the Security Council,  which should continue to be conducted
with maximum efficiency and econr.my,

“Urginq, a t  t h e  ~nme t ime ,  t ha t  o tho r  a r ea s  o f  co -ope ra t i on  with  and
support for United Nations peace-keeping Eorcos should be encourdged,

“Recognizing the need to enhance  the sfficioncy  and effectiveness of
United-&ions pace-kaqfng forms,

“Commendinq  the  Secre ta ry -Genera l  fo r  t h e  way h e  ie c a r r y i n g  o u t
gmaCe-k@QpinCJ  operations of the United Nation0 decidxI  upon by the Security
coutK?i  1,

“Convinced that the importanclo  of the issue of United Na tiona
peace *keeping  is such that the United Nations should cant inue to work for a
comprehensive review of the whole question of peace-keeping operations in al 1
the i r  a spec t s ,

/ ..*
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“Convinced that the United Nations pesoe-keepiw opetet ioris are an
integral co&ponent  of enhancing the efficiency of the United Nation8 ln the
maintenance of international peace and security,

“Taking acuourlt  cf the view8 expressed and ieruee raised on the quecltion
of peace-keeping during the debate on the item,

“1 * F,xr?raesee  its convlution that peaae-keeping operation6  of the United
Natidns, conducted witt’  the coneent  of the bet countriee and with respeot for
their sovereignty and tertitor ial integrity, in aocordanoe with the Charter of
the United Nationa,  are an eseential  function of the United Nations though not
a substitute for the peaceful eett lement of dieputetl  and are tharefare  of a
temporary nature)

“2. Urge8 all concerned to co-operate fully in the implementatjon of
United Nations peace-keeping operationer

” 3 . Reaffirms and renews  the manclate  given to the Special Canmittecr,  on
Peace-keeping  Operations by relevant rosolut  ione of the General Aeeeffbly  I

” 4 . Exgresseo  concern about the diffioult financial Rituation of United
Nations paae-keeping operations, and streeees the responsibility of Member
States for their f inanoing)

“5. {Jrqeti!  aqain  the Special Canmittee on Pebce-keeping Operationa,  in
accordance with its mandate, to cant inue to work for a cxunprehensive review of
the whole queotion  of peace-keeping operation@  in all their aapecte with a
view to strengthening the role of the United Nations in this field!

“6. Requests the Special Canmittee in Peace-keeping Operritione  to eubnit
a repor t  to the Oeneral Aaeerrbly at  i ts  forty-third eeeeionr

“7. Decides to include in the provialonal  agenda of ite forty-third
seeeion  the i tom enti tled ‘Comprehensive review of the whole quertion Of

peace -keep ing  operation6 in  a l l  t h e i r  aspects’.”

.
0. At the 29th meetirq,  on 18 November, t h e  Chaicman oubmitted f o r  COnSideration
a draft resolution  (A/SFC/42/L.19),  which had been prepared following informal
consultations and which read BB follow~z

“The  General Assembly,

“Recalliq its reeolutions  1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 1963, 2006 (XIX) of
18 February 1965, 2053 A (XX) of 15 December 1965, 2249 (S-V) of 23 May 1967,
2308 (XXII) of 13 December 1967, 2451 (XXIII) of 1.9 December 1968, 2670 (XXV)
of 8 December 1970, 2635  (XXVI) of 17 December 1971, 2965 (XXVII! of
13 December 1972, 3091 (XXVIII) of 7 Dsoember  1973, 3239 (XXIX) of
29 November 1974, 3457 (XXX) of 10 December 1979, 31/105  of 15 December 1976,
32/106 of 15 December 1977, 33/114  of 18 December 1978, 34/53 of
25 November 1979, 35/121 of 11 December 1980, 36/37  of 18 November 1981, 37/93I

/ . . .
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af 10 Pecombec  1982, 38/8l o f 15 December 1983,  39/97 of 14 Wcember 1984,
40/163  of 16 December 1985 artA 41/67 o f  3 December 1986,

“Convinced thet tha United Nations peace-keaping opdrationa ard an
integral aomponont  of enhancing thu eff iciency of  the United  Nationo in the
maintenance of inter national poaco and Becur  ity ,

“Comnonding  the Seocetary-General for the way he ie carrying out
peace-keeping operations or the United Nations decided upon by the Security
Council,

“Aware  o f  the extremely  d i f f i c u l t  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  UniteA
Nation0 wace-kespinq  forces  in the l ight  of  the  heavy burden inourrd by tha
t roop cont r ibutors , especially those from developing countr ions,

“Notinq that tho Spscial Committee on Peace-keeping Operations has not
been  able! to  submit  a  repor t  to  the Genucal  Asselnbly  at i t s  for ty-sccond
aeneion,

M1. Expreoeee it8 conviction that peace-keeping opecotiono of tho United
Nations, corductod in accordance with the Charter of the United Nationa, are
an eeoentfal  function of the United Nationa though not a wtbstitute Por the
peaceful  nsttlement  of Aiayxltos  and are  therefore  of  a temporary noturo?

n2e Pxpceenoa  concern about the diff icul t  f inancial  eituation of  Uni ted
Nat ions  peace-keeping operat ional

” 3. Urges al‘1 concerned to  co-opera te  fully  in  the implementa t ion  of
United Nations peace-keeping  operations1

” 4 , Reaffirma  and renews tha mandata  given to tho Hpecial Committee on
Pcoco-kooping  Opertltiuns by  tho  relevant runolutions  of  t he  Gene ra l  Aesutilyl

“5. Urclest  the Smcial Committee on Peace-keeping Operations, in
accordance with ita mandate, to continue in 1989 its work for a comprehensive
roviow of the whole  yucution of  peace-keeping operat ions  in al l .  thei r  aspects
wtth a view of  otrongtheninq  the  ro le  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  in  this f ie ld  and
t o  eutmit  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h o  General.  Asoemb1.y  a t  its f o r t y - t h i r d  s e s s i o n )

“6. Decidsn to  inc lude  in  the provis ional  agenda of  i ts  for ty- third
s e s s i o n  the  itf?m ent i t led  ‘Comprshensive  review of  t he  whdo quast~on o f
pace-kaspinq operat ions in a 11 their aspects’  . ”

7. At the 33rd meeting, on 24 November, the Chairman wi thdrow draft resolution
A/SPC/42/L.  19.

8. At the 34th mee@F,\::ng,  on 25 November, the Chairman announced that he had been
informed by thn sponsors of draft resolution A/SPC/42/L.  17 that they did not wish
to put  the  draf t  resolu t ion  to  the Committee for a &c:iRi.on. .
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9, At the E~JYI~ meeting, the repreeentativa  of Nigeria htroduoa9 a draft
resolution (A/SPC/42/L.  30) , spaWore  by Niger in., subeequently  joined by Austcia.

10, At the Oarno meeting, the repteeentative of Finland stated that the ao-eganoore
Of draft reoolution A/SQC/42/L.17  would not put that draft resolution to the
Comnittee for a decieion provided that draft teeolution A/SPC/42/L.30  way adagted
without a vote.

11, The ‘Committee then adopt& draft reeolution A/SQC/42/L.30  withart a vote (see
para. 13).

12. Followitq  the adoption of the reeolutian, gtatemente  were made by the
representativoe of the Syrian Arab Repuhlia,  Denmark (on behalf of the twelve
member6  of the European Community) , Turkey and Ghana.

XII. RECOMWllATlON  OF THE SBECXAL MXJTICAL  COMMITTEE

13. The Special Political Committee rocommsnde  ta the General Aeeembly the
adoption of the following draft rsbolutiont

Comprehensive review of the whole queotion  of peace-keepi-
operations i n  a l l  t h e i r  aspeotr

The General AfJeembly,

Recallirq,  itta reeolutione 1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 1963, 2006 (Xnt) of
18 Pobruary 1965, 2053 A (XX) of PS Decepber 196S, 2249 (S-V) of 23 My 1967,
2308 (XXII) of 13 December 1967, 2451 (XXIII) of 19 Deaember 1968, 2670 (XXV)
04 8 December 1970, 2835 (XXVI) of 17 December 1971, 2965 (XXVII) of
13 December 1972, 3091 (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3239 (XXIX) Of
29 Novembor 1974, 3457 (XXX) of 10 December 1975, 31/1OS of 15 December 1976,
.72/106  of 15 Decemhr  1977, 33/;14 of 18 December 1976, 34/53 of
23 November 1979, 35/1.21  of 11 Decamber  1980, 36/37 of 18 November 1961, 37/93
of 10 December 1962, 38/61.  of 15 December 1983, 39/97 of 14 December 1984,
40/163  of 16 December 1985 and 41/67 of 3 Deaember 1986,

_Convinced  that tho United Nation8 peace-keeping operation6 are an
integral component of enhancing the efficiency cf the United Natione in the
mai ntenance of international peace and eecur ity ,

Aware of the extremely difficult financial eituation of the United
Nations peace-keeping forcee in the light of the heavy burden incurred by the
t roop cont r ibutors , especially those f tom developing countries,

1. Requests the special Committee on Peace-keeping Operationa, in
accordance with its mandate, to resume ite work in 1988 for a comprehenrive
review of the whole question of peace-keeping operations iri !rAl their mpectr
with B v-iew to strengthening the role of the United Nation6 in this field,

/ . . .
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taking into accent the diff iouXt finaroial eltutltiw of peaae-keeping
ogerat ion81

2.
to sutmit
8868 ionI

Further requeete  the Speoial  Cesnmittee  on Qeace-keeping Operations
a report on its work to the aeneral Aeeembly  at its forty-third

3. Denides  to include in the provisional agenda of ite forty-third
session the item entitled Vomprehensive  review of the whole question of
peace-keeping operations in all their aspecta*.


