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The  meeting was  called  to order at 10.45 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 761 INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN TRE  PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER  SPACE
(cant  inued)

(a) REPQRT  OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE  PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (cont inued)
(A/42/20)

(t-4 &PORT  OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/42/518 and Ccrr. 1)

1 . Mr, JATIVA (Ecuador) raid that 1987 marked the thirtieth annivsreary  of the
launching into l pace of the firrt  artificial satellite,  Sputnik, which had beer,  the
point  of departure for apace  exploration. Since then, mankind had watched the
spectacular progress of space rcience  and teohnology accompanied, at the
multilateral level, by the creation of institutional mechanisms for  co-ordination
and regulation such aa the Conrnittee  on the Peaceful Usea of Outer Space (COPUOS).

2 . Ecuador  was  concerned over the fact that the conrtant  development of apace
technology continued to  be in inverre  proportion to the slow consolidation of space
law. Since apace law had to be grounded on the concept of international
co-operation, the rlowneor  of itr  development l uggeated the absence of the minimum
Political will needed. The conaenaua  on that iraue  rhould lead to the adoption of
constructivn,  action-oriented mearurea. International co-cperat ion in the space
field must becane an instrument for transferring to the devnlopinq countrier  the
knowlndqe and practical data gained from apace activities and an instrument for
regulating those activities l o am to enable all Stater to share  in the benefits
derived from them. For instance, the recommend&ions of  the Second United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful User of Outer Space (IINISPACE 82)  must
be applied morn effectively and in that connection the  work  done by the Working
Group of the Whole to evaluate their  implementation had been useful. There was
also an urgent need to find a l atiefact xy  rolution  to the financial situation of
the United Nations Programme on Space Applications , because the draconian reduction
of its Already limited budget wan  hamperinq the efforts of countr ies which, like
Ecuador, depended upon it for manpower training. Ecuador therefore asked all
States which  wsee  in a posit ion to do so to make voluntary contributions to the
Progrnmme.

1. His delegation deplored the fruitlessness o f  the discussions on the new agenda
item proposed by the Group of 77 at both the twenty-sixth rassion  of the Legal
::uh-Committee  and the 1987 session of COPUOS. The proposeci n e w  item fulfilled the
condit ions of timeliness, legal  interest ,  and advantage for all States, and Ecuador
hoped that at  ite  next session the Sub-Coranittee would agree to include that item
in its aqenda. The application of divergent  criteria had also prevented progress
on the elaboration o f  draft principles relevant to the use of  nuclear  power ~curces

In outer space, despite the submission of a revined  workinq paper by Canada. There!
hdtl been a  similar l ack  of progrere  in the consideration of queetions  relatinq  to
the definition and delimitation o f  outer  space,  the effect of which  had been t o
perpetuate the absurd notion that a branch o f  international law, space law, did not
h a v e  a well-defined physical sphere o f  application.

/ . . .
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4 . His deleqation  noted with sat isfact ion that  substantial  proqcess  had heen  made
at the  19R7  session of  the Legal Sub-Committee on the principles  qoverning  the
qeostat ionary orbit ,  when thr conrideration  of two workinq  papera,  one submitted by
Ecuador and other countries and one by the German Democratic Republic, had made it
possible to identify areas of agreement. The rerult  was unequivocal  proof  that  the
majority of Status were resolved to give broader consideration to that question and
elaborate  draft  principle8  governing the equitable use of that  precious natural
resource, His delegation had constantly  inrirted  on the urgency of doinq  so g i v e n
the r isk of  saturat ing the grortationary  orbit ,  a risk agqravated by the
possibi l i ty that more refined technology might be used to incrcaao the capacity of
that natural  resource,  thus making accoaa  by developinq  countr ies to 8pprOpriate
and economical  orbital poritionr  still  more difficult. Ecuador had likewise always
insisted that the Legal Sub-Committee wan the moat competent body to slatmate  a
legal  instrument  governing the var ious utilizations  of the orbi t ,  which were not
limited to telecommunicationa. I t  hoped that the elaboration of the draft
Principles would continue on the basis of the areas of agreement and with the
participation of the apace  Powera, which unfortunately had not taken part  in the
work on the question in 1987. The aim would be to ensure access to the
geostationary  orbit  and ita  equi table  use, taking into account the concerns Of all
countr ies, particularly those of developing countr ies whose preferent ia l  r ights and
whose ohliqations  with regard to the regmentr of the orbit  superjacent to their
terr i tor ies mat  be recognised. I t  abould  be stressed that  the equatorial
countr ies were not  making claimr  of  sovereignty but that  they were seekinq  the
establ ishment of  a  eui  generie  legal  chime,  qiven  the nature and technical
attr ibutes of the qeostationary orbit.

5 . Hia Government wa8  categorically opposed to the militarization  of  outer  space
which  should be  preserved  a8  a  zone of peace in  the  serv ice  of  all mankind.  It
therefore once again urged the parties directly concerned to renew their  efforts
and to enter into  negot iat ions in order to prevent  the extension of  the arms race
into outer Space, COPUOS just  support measures aimed at avoidinq  such an extension
hecause  i ts future was closely linked to the success of  such negotiat ions and of
the  nsgotiations  takinq place within the Conference on Disarmament.

6. Mr.  KOVAf8  (Czechoslovakia)  recalled that the exploration and use of outer
Wace  should  be carr ied out  for the benefit  and in  the interests of  a l l  countr ies,
and should he the province of all mankind.

7. Modarn-day advances in ecience and teohnology  demanded the dsvelopment  of
international co-operation in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful
purposes. A programme of  jo int  internat ional  act iv i t ies in the field had already
bsen  put  forward, the three-stage programme of practical  s teps that  States could
take in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, proposed hy
the Soviet Union. That programme, whose implementation was unreservedly supported
by Czechoslovakia,  aimed to develop international  co-operation in the peaceful WISPS
of outer space in order to pievent  the exteneion  of the arms race into outer
space. Other proposals had been made during the current eeeaion,  but they had not
all provided the necessary  conditions for  consensus.

/a..
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8. The Conrmittee  murt  ask  itself i f  the problem6  relating  to  ways and means of
malntalninq outer apace eor peaaeful purporer  were really 1 lsoluble  within the
f ramework of  the Cokrnlttre  or i f  they aroee out of the unwillingneea  of aome  States
to give up the ponalblllty  ot a millt.ary  and economic utilisation  Oe outer space
for their  own benefit . There was alro the quertion of whethar the problem lay in
determining the competence of the Committee to deal with the question of the
non-mllitarization of outer apace  or wa@  created by the fact that the peacetul
proposals of aome delegatlone were unacceptable to othern.

9. The aoclaliet  countries  believed that the milltarization of outer space could
be countered by conetructive  and peaceful  alternative6 ruch ae the reeliatlc
proepecte for “etar  peace”,  the idea  of  convening an internat ional  conference or  a
special  eeeeion  of the General Assembly devoted to quentiona  of outer apace,
oetabliehing  a world outer apace organieation  and elaborating a detalled plan for
International co-operation In the 1990r and bryond. The  fact that euch  a programme
represented an alternative to the “etar  ware" plan8  and that i t  had been advocated
by the rrocialist  countries explained why eome States  were trying to bar eefective
progress on that question in COPUOS. That Committee thue found iteelf  in an ahsurd
situation, because the same  countriee  which had oppoeed lte consideration of
disarmament iseuee  were aleo  oppoeing lte coneideretion of queetiona of
international co-operation In the application of apace technoloqy,  aa propored  by
t h e  socialist  countrled, .‘lich  had nothing to do with diearmament lseues.

10. In the choice of a new item tor the agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee, a
eimllar  l ack  of political will could be Been, even though aeveral proposals had
been Rubmlttad  by al l  group8 of Statee. The eelectlon of the new aqenda learn
should not be poetponed beceuee that would impair the effectiveness and
ratlonallzatlon of the work of COPUOS.

11. On the initiative Of rocialiet  countrieo, the General Aeeemhly WIE  dlscussinq
at the current seeaion  the queetion of eb .tibliehinq  a  comprehensive system of
tnternat  ional  peace and security. Peaceful co-operation in outer space and
measures  to  prevent  the spread  of weapons to nuter spat,:  were a significant  par t  of
such a system. Among the concrete steps to be taken, anti-satellite weapons;  and
of fensive-weapon systems in apace should be prohibited. An internationel
inaprction  body  could also be eet up to monitor the non-deployment of weapons from
space- launch facilities. Such act ion would help achieve the  ob jec t ive  o f  peace  in
outrr space, which was one of the conditions tar  a world free of nuclear weapons,
Ten  years  earlier,  In May 1977, two s ignif icant  aqreementa  had been aiqned  in
Geneva, the Soviet-United State8  Aqreement on Co-operation lh the Exploration and
IIR~  of Outer Space for Peaceful Purpoeee and the Convention on the Prohibit ion of
Military or Any Other Hoetile  Use of Environmental Modification Techniques. Thone
aqreements  had  heen  concluded six years betore  the announcement c  F the plans to
place so-called defensive weapons in space that  were jeopardlziny internat ional
ca-operat ion in the peaceful ueea  of outer space. In the eprlhq  of 1987, the
Min is ters  for Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union and the United States had Rigned
a new agreement in  Moscow on co-operation In the exploration and ueee  of outer
space  for  peaceeul  purpo.sea, cover ing  epeciflc reeeerch project8  on the eolar
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system, the implementation of which would contribute  to consolidating the bases of
peace in cuter  space. That instrument hrd been described as a  “treaty of  the
future” and his delegation hoped that it  wauld expedite the search for a solution
to the exist ing problems.

12. Czechoslovakia welcomed the progress made by the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee in i ts work,  but believed that it  w a s  not the appropriate body for
puhlicisiny  the reeults  achieved in the exploration of apace  o n  a  nat ional  level.
A scientific symposium organized  on the occasion of the Sub-Committee sessions
would be a more approprtate forum. The seasionr  of the Sub-Cormnittee  should focus
on ways  of improving international co-operation in outer space, particularly in the
technical and scientific  sphere , The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee was
not the place for transfer of technology, but waa rather a body that should
endeavour to create the condit ions for effrcting  such  a  t ranafer  o n  a  bas is  of
equality and non-discrimination. At ita  l easion in June, COPUOS had dealt with the
planning of its future work . In that  connection,  hia delegation proposed that
consideration of the proposal to establish  a world space organization ahould be
included in part I of the medium-term plan of the United NatiOna.  The Special
Political Committee and COPUOS could aak intereated delegations to submit  for more
detailed consideration by the Legal Sub-Comittee  at  ita 1988 seaaion  a  draft
proposal  for the establishment of such  an organizat ion.  The reaultr of s u c h
consideration  would then be submitted to the Spec ia l  Political Committee at  t n e

for ty- third s e s s i o n  of the General  Asaembly. In that connection,  hia  delegation
aupported the proposals made by the Soviet representative  at the current session of
the  Special Political Committee on 5  November  1987, aa well aa the proposals
aubcitted  by the Group of 77.

13. His delegation attached g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  to  the efforts to atrengthen the role
of COPUOS and itr Legal Sub-Committee in the development of space law. Some
progresn  had been made in the current  year on the draft  principles relevant to the
u8e of nuclear power aourcea  i n  outer bpace , on the bamia  of a Canadian proposal.
The possibilities for progress in that field of law were linked closely to the
sett lement of certa in  nensitivc  technical and political iseues. Account must also
be taken of the provis ions of international inat;uments  in the f ield of both space
law and the utilization  of nuclear enerqy,  part!.cularly  the two Vienna Conventions
concluded in  1986  under the auspices of the International Atomic Energy Agency,
His delegation supported the lastest  proposal  b y  the Soviet U n i o n  o n  thr question
related to the definit ion and del imitat ion of auter  space,  which offered a way to a
practical solut.ion  of that problem. It was convinced tnat all groups Of States
should  demcnntrate  aufficicnt  good will i n  the intereats of finding a generally
acceptable solution to the problems connected with the rational use of the
gew’itat  lonary  orbl  t.

14. The current session of the General Assembly was being held at a time when a
significant  agreement on the el imination of  a port ion of the nuclear arsenal was
within reach of mankind, and his delegation hoped that the spiri t  of such an
aqreement  would influence t,he sessiona  of COPUOS as well and would be instrumental
in PrcXnotinrl  furthc!r  pro9rese  in the peaceful uaes  of  outer  space.

/ . . .
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15. Mm.  NAVCHfi-  (Mongolia) observed that thr international community was
commemorating  in the current year the thirtieth  anniversary  of the launching of the
satellite, Sputnik, which marked the beginning of the apace age, Since then, the
United Nations had taken an active part  in Ueveloping international co-operation in
the peaceful use8 of outer apace  and in the elaboration of legal norma  qoverninq
the  apace  act iv i t ies  of Statea. The firat  important result  of such  ac t iv i t i es  had
been the conclusion  of the 1967 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, inaluo;nq the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodiea, which continued t.o  nerve  the inteceata  of a l l  Statea  favouring
the use cf outer apace for peaceful purpmea. The achievement of that objective
was very timely at the moment because  of the intensification  of efforts to carry
out “atar  ware” plane.

16. The Conrmittee and COPUOS ahould make specific  recommendation8 to prevent the
exteneicn of  the arma  race into outer mpace , and COPUOS  ahould help the Conference
on Disarmament in that area, The l cientifie, technical and legal aspects  of the
non-militarization  of outer apace could be conridered by the two competent
Sub-Comnitteea. In connection with that priority iaaue , the roaialist  countr ies
had made some specific proposal8 for developing international co-operation In outer
space. Unfortunately, those comoromiae propoaala had not been adopted because of
the obetructioniat  att i tude of some States, and COPUOS  had thua not been able to
advance in its consideration of that important question. Monqolia found that
si tuation to be a  cause for anxiety,  and it waa one that  also alarmed the majority
of States. Enerqetic  atepa  muat be taken to prevent  the ext,naion  of the arm8  race
into outer space, for otherwiae the arma  race waa likely to get completely out Of
control .

17. MongoLia  supported international co-operation in the exploration and uses of
outer space and participated actively in the  international INTEBCOSMOS  programme.
It  believed that the conquest,  exploration and uti l isat ion of outer space would he
more effect ive  i f  international  co-operation were organiced within 1 he context of  a
single mechanism, and it therefore cupported the Soviet pcopoeal for the
establishment  of an international  space ocganization , a proposal which should be
considered carefully.

18. blonqolia  believed that it  was important to put into effect the recommendation%
of UNISPACE-82  and that the Worming Group of the Whole had done useful work in
rvaluat  inq them, It also supported the United Nations Prgrannne  on Space
Appl.ications  which wae very important for the implementation of the recommendations.

19. Reqardinq  the work of the Legal Sub-Committee , his  delegation hoped that
progresti  would soon be made on the elaboration of draft principles relevant to the
use of nuclear power  6oUrcee in outer space. Member State8  could finalizo  t.he
principles for early notification and arsistance  which had already b e e n
provisional1.y  adopted by bringinq  them into line with the previsions  of the
Conventions adopted by the International Atomic Energy Agency in that field. with
reference to the Belimitation of outer apace and the character and utllization  of.
the geoetationary  orbit, Mongolia felt that the specific proposals which had
already been made could serve  as a basis  for continuing consideration  of that
question.

/ *..
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20. In conclusion, her delegation hoped thet i t  would be possible to reach
agreement during the current sersion  of the  General Alsombly on the choice of a new
item for the agenda of the Legal Sub-COmmitteO.

21. Mr. LAGORIO (Argentina)  raid that the launching of Sputnlk in 1957 had opened
up a new era,  that of the conquert  of apace, in which man had yet again shown his
unrhakeable  determination to overcome  all obrtacler,  es he had when he had
conquered the oceans. It wa8 high time that COPUOS 8Ought to hsrmonize,
realirtically  and cslmly,  the vrriour  future legal and rcienttfic  trend8 of the
rpace  age. His tark  had been and would continur  to be herd, from the political
point  of view, but it rhould  not  k forgottrn  that, far from being a place for
confrontation, epace  8hould  provide an oppor tun i ty  for intenrive  international
co-operation.

22. The events which had occurred during th8 part f8w month8 with rerpect to
disarmament, e8pecially  the pO88ibility  of eliminating a whole Category Of nuclear
w8apon8,  were particularly encouraging. In that connection, the quertion  of the
peaceful u8e of outer rpace should give new impetur  to international Co-Operation
in that field, which rhould  be bared on the broadert con8en8u8  pO88ihle  as a means
of attaining the desired goal.

23. His delegation had played an active part in the work of the twenty-fourth
rersion  of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committe8  and the twenty-rixth  Se8Sion
of the Legal Sub-Connnittee  a8 well a8 in tha’t of the thirtieth rerlion  of COPUOS,
w h e r e  it had expteesed  i t8 GOVertUlIent’8 viewr)  i t  would erpecially  l ike to
empharize  two points, which were alro  of concern to the developing countries.

24. It welcomed the establirhment  of a Working Group of the Whole to evaluate the
iIIplementat.ion  of the recoHnnendation8  of UNISPACE 82; under the wise Chairmanship
of Mr. La8arte  of Uruguay ,  that  Group had urefully  filled a gap in the work of the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Comnittoe. It ~88 to be hoped that the Group would
help to speed up the implementation of the recommendation8 of UNISPACB 82.

25. The Working Group of the Legal Sub-CoI1Pnittee had adopted a draft resolution
the new paragraph 5 of which clearly r.equested  the Legal Sub-Committee to consider,
at it8 twenty-seventh eeeeion to be held at Geneva in March 1908, the new item
which i t  had chosen for inclusion ill it8 agenda. Paragraph 5 was very clear in
t h a t  reepect, and hi8 delegation would join the con8en8us  which had already emerged
concerning that text.

26. In COnClU8iOn,  he noted that  the Treaty on Prlnciplee  Governing the Activities
of States in the Exploration ar,d  U8e  of Outer Space, including the Moon and other
Cele8tial  Bodies, had been rigned 20 year8 previourlyj  that  8hOuld  encourage the
General Assembly to increaee  i ts  efforts  to  ensure  tt.at outer space should continue
to be used for peaceful purposes.

27. Mr. MONTGOMERY (United State8 of America) drew attention to document
A/AC.105/384/Add.3,  which reviewed fully United State8 activities with respect to
outer space.

/ .*.
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28. His delegation  attached very high priority to the effrctiveneas of COPUOS
because i t  believed that improving the structure of that Committee, as the only
standing body in the United Nations system that dealt with co-operation in outer
space, would strengthen  the Organization  a8  a whole and provide answara  to those
who wanted to replace it with vague international institutions.

29. Reviewing the work of the Committee over tho past year, he noted that it had
been able to strengthen the scientific and technologioal  content of i ts  act ivi ty
and keep memhers abreast of the latest developments in space research.

30. According to General Assembly resolution 37/90,  which provided the framework
for implementing the recommdatione of UNISPACE 82, all new activities should be
funded through voluntary contributions as well as through the rearrangement of
priorit ies within ths  United Nations regular budget. In that connection, his
delegation noted with satisfaction that the Working Group of the Whole established
by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee had identified measures which would
facilitate the implementation of tnose  recommendat ions. It regretted,  however,
that the Outer Space Affairs Division had not taken the necersary steps  t o
rearrange priorities. I t  was to be hoped that in 1988  i t  would be possible to
reconcile the views of the Division and the members of COPUOS, which were currently
very divergent.

31. Reminding the Committee  that in an earlier statement, members had been warned
about the role of automatic minorities and majorities, he noted that  that  remark
was very relevant to work on agenda item 76. There warn ,  in fact ,  a small but vocal
minority in the Outer Space Committee which derirc?  to forgo consensus. That was
apparently the att i tude of one of the preceding speakers. Through a selective
reading of the historical record, he had sought to create the impression that there
was no basis for consensus in the activities  of COPUOS. I t  rlam  well known that it
was not the United States but other delegations which  had insisted on the adoption
of that procedure. That had been ono of several reasons  why COPUOS had met only
once between 1958  and 1961. Only a t  the sixteenth session of the General Assembly
had the members of the Outer Space Cannnittee  reached agreement. From 1962 it had
hegun to adopt i ts  decisions by consensus.

32. The United States,  which had always respected that rule, believed that the
Outer Space Committee could work effectively only if all members abided by the:.r
commitments, Some considered that the principle of consensus had become an
impediment to substantive drogrese. They should be reminded that on that basis
four international treaties had been adopted and it  had been possible to develop
principles relating to remote s e n s i n g . On complex, sensitive matters where the
interests of all had to be reconciled, there was no better method than consensus.
Negotiations on that basis presupposed not only that there was  a commitment to
achieve progress in those areas where agreement was possible but also to avoid
confrontation where fundamental dif ferencee existed..

33. The nations which had supported the resolution establishing the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 1958 had wisely judged

/ . . .
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necessary to separate the problems of disarmament affecting outor apace from thOae
relatinq  to its peaceful use. The First  Committee and the Conferanca  on
Disarmament had been then, and still were ,  the competint  multilateral forum0  for
discussion of disarmament aspects of outer apace.

34. During its 30 years’ existence, COPUOS had made a unique contribution to
internat  ionel co-operdt  ion. The United Staten, with aevon  other Staten, h a d
submitted wockinq papers in order to initiate a procerr of dialogue  On all  a8peCts
of i ts  work, Although the United States had rome ideas on what needed to be done
to make COPUOS better a%e  to fulfil it8  mandate and bring the benafitr  of apace
research to all nstiop:,, it  did not claim to h a v e  all the anawera.

35. Unfortunately, certain States refused to acknowledqr  thr urgent need to r e v i e w
the organization and methods of work of COPUOS end it8  l ubaidiary bodies. Thoae
which refused were also those which had enthuaiaatically made vague propoaal8  for
new international machinery1 their propoaala w e r e  relf-promoting  rather than
conducive to genuine co-operation, Propoaalr  for convening a conference o r  a
special session of the General Asaembly to diacuaa,  inter alia, the eatabliahment
of an international space organization were equal ly unproductive. The conaiderahle
resource8 needed for such an undertaking would h better applied to aupporting
existing mechanisms for international co-operation.

36. One of the previous speaker8 had quote!  excerpt8 from a  atatomant  attr ibuted
to  part icipants  at  the space seminar  held in M o s c o w , in which United Stat88 expert8
had taken part. In ttje interest  of accuracy, hia delegation  wiahed to point  out
that there was a significant  discrepancy between the l tatemant adopted by the
seminar  and the version given in Pravda in it8 adition  of 6 October 1997. The
errora  in  that  vers ion had been perpetuated by that  praviour  apeakar. Tha
authentic text of the statement adopted contained no rafrranaa to weapon8 in
apace. A proposal made in that regard by tha l ponaora of tha l aminar had in fact
been reject.ed. His delegation expressed  its  diaappointmant  that the contanta of
the said statement continued to be miarepreaentad.

37. Mr .  SANCHEZ (Philippines)  said that his  country’8  poaition on the iaauea
before the Outer Space Committee proceednd  from the profound conviction that space
activities must be carr ied out  exclusively for oeaceful purporer. That was why hia
delegation had repeatedly opposed the militarisation  of outer epace.

38. His delegation considered that the benefit8 of the peaceful uaea  of outer
space must be shared with the developing countries. To that and, international
co-operation at the multilateral, regional and bilateral lava18 should  k
strengthened and specific projects for advancing the aapabilitier  of the developing
countries in the use of apace technologies should  be promotad.

39. The Philippines was keenly interested in the  application8 of apace technology
because  of its geographical location and physical  configuration. It waa aaaential
to provide the country with a communication8 network tihich  could link the
7,100 islands of the archipelago.

/ . . .
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40. Remote-sensing services were an indispensable tool in a country whose economy
was based on n..+ural  resources. They were also useful in regional and urban
planning, cartography and environmental  studies. Moreover, for a country which was
victimized  by an average of 19 tropical typhoons and cyclones yearly, not to speak
of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions , ratellj  to imagery contributed greatly to the
prevention of the effects of natural  disasters.

41. Regrettably, most developing countr ies \.id not have the minimal degree of
competence needed for sharing in the benefi ts of outer space exploration and
ut ilizat  ion - hence the importance of the co-operation activities which the United
Nations Programne  on Space Applications carried out in education, training,
research and inst i tut ional  development. In that regard, his delegation was
concerned that the resources allocated for the United Nations Space Applications
Programme for 1986 and 1967 had been reduced by more than 50 per cent. The United
Nations Expert on Space Applications could not reasonably be expected to meet,the
demands of Member States with a budget of $48,000. It was to be hoped thct the
situation would improve in 1988 and that in future the Outer Space Affairs Division
would farewarn  delegations of impending cuts in the programme budget, so that
corresponding measures could be taken.

42. His delegation wished to make some recommendations concerning the planning of
training courses on remote sensing , communications and meteorology technologies
under the Proqralrme. Those activities should include on-the-job training to
provide developing countries with needed technicians. The trainees should also be
provided with copies of tne eoftware used during the training courses to  enable
them to apply the knowledge acquired to their fields of expertise.

4 1. His delegation appreciated the results  of the f irst  series  of meetings of the
Scientific and Technical Suo-Committee’s Working Group of the Whole responsible for
evaluating the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE 82. It f u l l y
endorsed the recommendations of the Group contained in paragraphs 11 to 13 Of
annex II to the Cornnittee’s  report  (A/42/20). They might serve as a basis for
far-reaching international co-operation in the peaceful uses  of outer space.  He
hoped that , at its following meeting, the Working Group would consider the question
of the co-ordinatix  of a regional/subregional network whose  responsibil i ty would
be to facilitate exchanges of information, particularly among developing
countr ies. The real requirements and perspectives of such countries should also be
kept in mind when identifying the progranunes,  projects and activities which should
be carried out in the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE 62.

44. As part of the discussions on remcte sensing, the  topic of satellite remcte
sen:;inq  should be taken up, particularly questions relating to data reception,
distribution networks and the promotion of the practical applications of space
technolmy, so t.hat  countries could place such technolcqies at the service of
economic development. In that  regard,  the Phil ippines supported the proposal  to
establish a legal regime  governing the access of States to  the beneflte  of space
nctivitles,  and supported the posi t ion of  the Group of 77 that  that  question should
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be included on the Committee's agenda. It thus appealed to all delegations,
particularly those of the developing  countries, to support that proposal.

45. Mr. Freudenschuss (Austria) took the Chair.

46. Mr. FXSSENKO (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that the working
papers of the Committee on Outer Space and its Sub-Committees showed that
increasingly more States recognized  the need to join their efforts in order to use
space more rationally, so as to solve the economic and social problems still
confronting mankind. The importance of broad international co-operation in various
fields, particularly in space, had been strongly emphasized by Mr. Gorbachev in
MOSCOW on the occasion of the seventieth anniversary of the October Revolution.

47. Since the day, 30 years earlier, when the entire world had heard the signals
from the first Soviet satellite, space science had made considerable progress.
Research programmes had made it possible to achieve outstanding results in such
fields as telecommunications, meteorology, world cartography, mineral exploration
and oceanography, as well as in search and rescue operations for ships in distress.

48. The launch of more than 30 inter-planetary probes during the past 20 years had
made it possible to increase knowledge of the planets and satellites. The success
of numerous projects, such as Vega, the research work carried out by the Mir space
station and on the unique orbital complex Soyuz-Mir-Kvant-Progress, as Well as
other work in which scores of countries, including the Byelorussian SSR, had
participated#  had once again illustrated the benefit to be derived from combining
the scientific and technical potential of several States for the peaceful conquest
of outer space. In that regard, it was regrettable that a pall was cast over the
hopes of mankind by sinister plans aiming to turn outer space into a theatre for
"star wars* and threatening to transform it into a source of mortal danger for all.

49. The Connnittee  on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had a role to play in that
field and could, inter alia, help the Conference on Disarmament and the
organizations  specifically entrusted with that question. His country regretted
that that Committee's work concerning the ways and means of maintaining outer space
for peaceful purposes was at a atandstZ1. It also regretted that the Committee
had not been able to reach agreement on the choice of a new item to be included on
the agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee. That question should remain a priority
matter, and it was necessary to consider, inter alia, the items proposed by the
Group  of 77, in order to reach consensus expeditiously.

50. In view of the growth of space technology, the Legal Sub-Committee should pay
greater attention to matters relating to the definition and delimitation  of outer
space. The Soviet proposal provided a good basis in that regard. The Legal
Sub-Cormrittee  should also continue its work on draft principles governing States'
activities in the utilixation of the geostationary orbit. The German Democratic
Republic and several developing countries had made proposals on the basis of which
a mutually acceptable solution might be found. The Byelorussian SSR was
particularly interested in the elaboration of draft principles relevant to the use
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of nuclear power sources in outer space. In order to obtain tangible results in
that field, it was essential to bear in mind the provisions of the Conventions of
the International Atomic Energy Agency as well as the proposals made by States,

51. The Byelorussian SSR was also interested in the work of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee on the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE 82
and was in favour of reconstituting the Working Group of the Whole to evaluate
their implementation. If, as his delegation wished, the recommendations were to be
implemented more rigorously, the real needs of all States would also have to be
evaluated.

52. The conquest of outer space offered numerous areas that lent themselves to
peaceful international co-operation. Such efforts could take the form of the world
space organization proposed by the USSR, which would operate on the principle of
mutual benefit and would allow States to have access, on a non-discriminatory
basis, to the results obtained through co-operation in the peaceful conquest of
outer space. In that context, his delegation supported the proposal by
Czechoslovakia concerning the activities of such an organization, whose aim would
be to work towards the peaceful conquest of outer space and to monitor compliance
with agreements prohibiting the extension of the arms race into outer space when
such agreements were concluded. His delegation hoped that in 1987, which marked
the twentieth anniversary of the first treaty on outer space, the consideration of
international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space would be fruitful
and muld reinforce and broaden international co-operation in that important area
for humanity.

53. Mr. MITAU (Kenya) said that the question of the definition and delimitation of
outer space should be addressed without delay and that a conventionally accepted
boundary between the atmosphere and outer space should be established. T h e
proposals already put forward and others that might be advanced at a later stage
should be considered as a basis for the beginning of serious negotiations on that
quest ion.

54. It was necessary to establish a legal r&gime to govern the nature and
utilization of the geostationary orbit. The current first-come, first-served
arrangement tended to work in favour of the few countries which were technically
capable of conducting space programmes. He hoped that serious consideration would
be qiven to that guest ion at the next session of the Legal Sub-Committee.

55. He was optimistic that the arms race would not be extended into outer space
and that the countries concerned would heed the pleas from the international
community to explore outer space for peaceful purposes only. His Government fully
supported the efforts of the Disarmament Commission and hoped that the already
difficult work facing it would not be further complicated by an arms race in outer
space.

56. His delegation hoped that , despite the many different views expressed,
consensus would continue to prevail in COPUOS.
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57. Mrs. GYARDIA ( &nezuela) congratulated the Scientific and Technical
Sub-the progress it had made at its February session in implementing
General Assembly resolution 41/64 by establishing a Working Group of the whole to
evaluate  the implementat ion of the recommendations of UNISPACE 82. The Working
Group had drafted a set of recommendations and fixed a number of priorities.

58. The work of the Legal Sub-Committee at its twenty-sixth session had not been
very satisfactory. Owing to the inflexible position of certain delegations,
questions relating to the definition and delimitation of outer space had not even
been considers%  in informal consultations. St gave cause for concern that space
law was the sole branch of law who,se  scope did not have defined limits. Although
the deiimitation of outer space posed a political and legal problem, it could be
resolved by adopting a legal instrument with universal scope. Discussion on that
point should be based on a more sound and more acceptable working paper.

59. It had also been impossible to reach an agreement during the consideration of
the draft principles on the use of nuclear power sources in outer space, It might
even be just if ied  to speak of a regression, because not only had there been no
consensus on any of the three principles considered, but there had even been a
re-evaluation of the agreement concerning the principles and assistance to States.

69. As the Legal Sub-Committee must censider the choice of a new item to be placed
on its agenda, the Group of 77 had proposed consideration of the legal aspects
related to the access of States to the benefits derived from the exploration and
utilization  of outer space. That proposal would enable the work of COPUOS to focus
upon essential aspects requiring clarification and to strengthen the legal
provisions on outer space activities within the framework of the Treaty. In that
context, the Group of 77 pointed out that, under the 1967 Outer Space Treaty,
international co-operation in the field of outer space was obligatory, which not
only presupposed recognition of jus ccgens but also constituted a starting point
for developing a body of law that was as yet incomplete.

61. At its last session, COPUOS had recommended that a decision should be taken on
that question at the forty-second session of the General Assembly. She hoped that,
in taking up the proposal by the Group of 77, the Sub-Committee would give new
impetus to its work end would create a legal framework to reinforce international
co-operation and regulate the access of developing countries to the benefits
derived from outer space activities. But once again, CQPUOS would have to close
the debate on the question by urging the Sub-Committee to take a decision at its
next session. It was discouraging that certain delegations refused to co-operate
on that point. Wer delegation hoped that all delegations would show a genuine
political readiness to reach a mutual understanding for the common good.

62. Mr. SMBOM (Canada) said that, in 1987, his country was celebrating the
twenty-fifth anniversary of its placing in orbit of the scientific satellite
Alouette 1, through which Canada had joined the USSR and the United States a§ the
only countries utilizing outer space.
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63. His delegation eharad  the feeling of disappointment voiced by a number of
other delegationr  at  the failure to maintain, in 1987, the progress made in  1986.
But recent developments  in the space  acisncee and the great projects snvisaqed  for
the turn of the century,  ouch a8 exploring the Martian foil  and carryinq Out
long-term research on board inhabited apace stations , plus the emergence of a
political desire, led his delegation to tx?lieve  that COPUOS would have an important
contribution  to  make in the future.

64. Canada, which had not developed means to place vehiclas  in orbit, had been a
consistent  etipporter  of international co-operation in space matters,  as witnessed
in the record of current and anticipated achievements that would mark the next
25  years . His delegation roterred,  in particular, to such  pro jects  aa the  space
station engineered by the United Statee, the OLYMPUS and Em-1  projects of the
European Space Agency,  the launchiny  of RAMRSRT,  an narth observat ion satellite,
in co-operation with the United Kingdom and the United States, the setting up of
the COSPAS-SARSAT search  and reacue  aesiatance system, which might soon  be the
fiubject  of a treaty between France, the United States,  the US.53  and Canada, as well
<>s  the EXOS, D. UARS and INTERBOL  projects.

65. Canada was  placing increasing ewhaeis  on space technology in the context of
its international development aid programe, mainly in the management of resources
rind the environment, ae the benefite  of research and investment in remote aensinq
became more general.

66. The prevailing mood in CCIPUOS  clashed with the optimism of the researchers,
engineers, industrialists and usere  of apace technology, owing perhaps in part  to
the way in which the work of that Connnittee  wan designed and organized. Canada was
prepared to examine that iaaue;  i t  had supported a proposal  by the Netherlands
delegation,  in an informal paper on the restructuring of COPUOS circulated at the
Committee’s twenty-seventh seaaion. In order that that question miqht he examined
constructively,  i t  shou..d be the subject of a separate item on t.he  aqenda  of COPUO!i
and assigned to a working group for consideration.

67. Hia delegation was opposed to the over ly  RimpLe  solution of reducinq  hy a  week
the nnnual  scrasion  of the Legal Sub-Committee, because 4 body which dealt.  with the
dQvi?lopment  of!  international law required eufficir?nt  time to carry out. informal
consultat ions without  which no real pryress  WUR  possi.hle.

hII. The  Scir?ntific  and Technical Sub-Committee should continue emphasizlnq  the
!Icient.ific  content of i ts  work. The very vsLuahLe presentat ions made  hy the
6:xl)ertn on the exploration of planets,  tht!  life sciences, the modif lcat  ion of t.ht>
biosph:!rs  and the contribution of CORPAR  and IAF’  to space research werr?,  in that
rc>tJard, worthy of note.

6 ‘3  . Hnferring  to  th,.  use of nuclear  power sourcr?s  in outer space, hr hoped tha t ,
the Worktnq  Group of the Scientific an6 Technical Sub-Committee  deeLi,nq with that
qltr?st  ion would be able to meet durinq  the next st?ssi,on  of the Suh-Committee and
ph<lt.  It.  would he possible, after the detailed discussions held Aurinq  tho lant
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seasion  of the Leqal  Suh-Committee, for  the General  Aesembly to  adopt  a  full Ret  of
principle8 on the use  of nuclear power aourcea  at  its  next  session.

70. He noted with teqret that none of the questiona propcled for inclusion in the
agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee seemed to meet two errential  conditione, namely
that they ahould be of practical interest  and at the same  time!  be likely to meet
with general agreement. Among those  proporals,  the improvement of the procedure
for  register ing apace objects  wan  the subject  that wan  most *orthy  of consideration
by the Legal Sub-Cormlittee  for the reason8  outlined in document A/AC.lOS/L.169.  If
that proposal did not meet with general agreement ,  consideration  might be g iven to
other quest ions, such atr  apace debris, which affected both the interests of the
space Powers and the uaern  of apace servicee. I f  agreement was  not reached on that
question at  tha current semfsion, i t  would be necessary to request  the Legal
Sub-Committee i tself  to rerolve  that vital question.

71. Mr. RODRIGUEZ-MEDINA  (Colombia) said that the launching of the f irst  Sputnik
30 yeare  earlier had marked the beginning of the conquert  of outer apace  and an
attempt had been made to regulate the exploration and exploitation of outer apace
10 years later through the 1967 Outer Space Treaty.  It was clear that
international co-operation had not developed on the basis  of a just  and equitable
sharing of the benefi ts and that the scientific  and technical monopolielr  had
profi ted from the locpholes  and shortcomings of the Treaty,  Under  those
conditiona, the Committee and itr  subsidiary bodier  had an aanential role to play
in order to ensure  equitable acceaa to all countriea.

72. For that reason, Colombia firmly supported the propoeal of the Group of 77 to
include a new item which would bring the question  of co-operation back to the
foreground and enable the Legal Sub-Committee to elaborate eyscematically  legal
element .9  for clearly defining internet  ional  co-operation ,  as had been sllygeeted  by
the representative of Chile.

73. Hia  delegation noted with sat isfact ion the work of the two Sub-Committees,
particularly the eatahliehment by the Leqal  Sub-Committee of a working group to
consider agenda i tem 4. It was encouraging to note the points of aqreement in the
compar,ltive  s tudy  of the two draft  principles on the geoetationary orbi t . T h e
common  element8 in the equatorial document and the document submitted by the
German Democratic Republic might make it possible  to begin negotiation6 on the
remining  principles and finally lay down the necessary regulations taking into
account the need.8 of the developing countries and the legit imate rights  of the
equatorial countr ies.

74. Referring to the work of  the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee,  he said
that Colombia had co-aponeored,  with the United Nations, the first  Latin American
meeting aimed at  identifying the real Rituation  and needs in the area of  space
co-operation. The High-level Group of Experts  had adopted more than 40 concrctc
recomnendat  ions.
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7 5 . He etreasad  the prraainq noed to change the way in which COPUOS  conducted
negotiat ions and diacuariona so that due account might be taken of the aspirations
of the developing countrioa. That would be the tmet  way to revitslire  the
activities of that Comnittae  and help it  carry out i ts mandate.

76. Mr. MAYORSKY  (Union of Soviet Socialist Republica), speaking in exercise of
the right of reply, said that he wished to make a numher of clarifications
concerning a question raised in the  statement by the representative  of the United
Staten. The latter, after referring  to a recent symposium on outer apace in Moscow
in which a delegation of American experts had participated, had mentioned
discrepancies between the declaration adopted at the end of the symposium and the
publication of i ts results in the Soviet press. I t  was true that certain errors
had  sl ipped into the report  which had appeared in the press . According to the
information available to the repreaentatlve  of the Soviet  Union,  the reanons  for
that were essentially technical. There had been no bad intentions or desire to
distort  the results  of  the rymrium. Furthermore, contrary to what the
representative of the United States had said, the representative of the Soviet
Union, in his etatemant  to  the Conunittee  on the agenda i tem under consideration,
had accurately quoted l xcerptr from the declaration of the symposium. In that
connection, the representative of the Soviet Union once agai,n  read out, in English,
the relevant passage of the declaration and said that  he  was keepinq  I copy of it
for the representative of the United States.

77. Mr .  HODGKPNS (United States of America), speaking in exercise of the right. of
reply, said that his delegation merely wished to state thnt the United States had
been disappointad to notr the discrepancies between the two texts of the
declaration, the one which had been adopted by the participants and the one which
had been published in the Soviet press. In doinq  so,  hls  deleqation had mere ly
sought  to qet  the facts set  straight , and he was glad that the Soviet delegation
:rad obliged. The delegation of the United States simply requested that those
remorka should be included in the summary record of the meetinq.

78. The CHAIRMAN aaid that the Committee had thus concluded itri  consideration of
agenda  item  7 6 .

The meeting rose at 1 ,m.


