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The meeting wae ocalled to order a 10.45 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 762 INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE
{cont inued)

(a) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ‘THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE_(continued)
(A/42/20)

(h) JEPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/42/518 and Ccrr. 1)

1.  Mr, JATIVA (Ecuador) raid that 1987 marked the thirtieth anniversary of the
launching into ®  pace of the first artificid satellite, Sputnik, which had bheer the
point of departure for space exploration. Since then, mankind had watched the
spectacular progress of space science and teohnology accompanied, at the
multilateral  level, by the creation of institutional mechanisms for co-ordination
and regulation such as the Committee oOn the Peaceful Uges of Outer Space (COPUOS).

2.  Ecuador waas concerned over the fact that the constant development of apace
technology continued to be in inverse proportion to the slow consolidation of space
law. Since apace law had to be grounded on the concept of international
co-operation, the slowness of its development ® uggeated the absence of the minimum
Political will needed. The consensus on that issue rhould lead to the adoption of
constructive, action-oriented measures, International co-cperat ion in the space
field must pecome an instrument for transferring to the devnloping countries the
knowlndge and practical data gained from apace activities and an instrument for
regulating those activities ¢ 0 am to enable all Stater to share in the benefits
derived from them. For instance, the recommend&ions of the Second United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful User of Outer Space (IINISPACE 82) must
be applied morn effectively and in that connection the work done by the Working
croup Of the Whole to evaluate their implementation had been useful. There was
adso an urgent need to find a ®  atiefact sry solution to the financia sSituation of
the United Nations Programme on Space Applications, because the draconian reduction
of its Already limited budget was hampering the efforts of countries which, like
Ecuador, depended wupon it for manpower training. Ecuador therefore asked all
States which were in a position to do so to make voluntary contributions to the
Programme,

) His delegation deplored the fruitlessness of the discussions on the new agenda
item proposed by the Group of 77 at both the twenty-sixth session of the Legd
Sub-Committee and the 1987 session of COPUOS. The proposei new item fulfilled the
conditions of timeliness, lcgal interest, and advantage for all States, and Ecuador
hoped that at its next session the Sub-Coranittee would agree to include that item
in its agenda. The application of divergent criteria had also prevented progress
on the elaboration of draft principles relevant to the use of nuclear power sources
In outer space, despite the submission of a revised working paper by Canada. There
had been a similar lack of progress in the consideration of questions relating to
the definition and delimitation of outer space, the effect of which had been to
perpetuate the absurd notion that a branch of international law, space law, did not
have a well-defined physical sphere of application.
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4. llia deleqation noted with satisfaction that substantial progress had been nade
at the 1987 session of the Legal Sub-Committee on the principles governing the
geostationary orbit, when thr consideration of two working papers, one submitted by
Fcuador and other countries and one by the German Democratic Republic, had made it
possible to identify areas of agreement. The result was unequivocal proof that the
majority Of States were resolved to give broader consideration to that question and
elaborate draft principles governing the equitable use of that precious natural
resource, His delegation had constantly insisted on the urgency of deingso given
the risk of saturating the geostationary orbit, a risk agqravated by the

possibility that more refined technology might be used to increase the capacity of
that natural resource, thus making access by developing countries to appropriate
and economical orbital positions still more difficult. Ecuador had likewise aways
insisted that the Legd Sub-Committee was the moat competent body to elaborate g
legal instrument governing the various utilizations of the orbit, which were not
limited to telecommunicationa. It hoped that the elaboration of the draft

Principles would continue on the basis of the areas of agreement and with the
participation of the space Powers, which unfortunately had not taken part in the
work on the question in 1987. The aim would be to ensure access to the
geostationary orbit and its equitable use, taking into account the concerns Of all
countries, particularly those of developing countries whose preferential rights and
whose obligations with regard to the segments of the orbit superjacent to their
territories must be recognised. |t should be stressed that the equatorial
countries were not making claims of sovereignty but that they were seeking the
establishment of a 8ul generis legal régime, given the nature and technical
attributes of the qeostationary orbit.

5. His Government was categorically opposed to the militarization of outer space
which should be preserved as a gzone of peace in the service of all mankind. It
therefore once again urged the parties directly concerned to renew their efforts
and to enter into negotiations in order to prevent the extension of the arms race
into outer Space, COPUOS wst support measures amed at aveiding such an extension
because its future was closely linked to the success of such negotiations and of
the negotiations taking place within the Conference on Disarmament.

6, Mr. Kow@;f (Czechoslovakia) recalled that the exploration and use of outer
space should be carried out for the benefit and in the interests of all countries,
and should he the province of all mankind.

7. Modarn-day advances in science and technology demanded the development of
international co-operation in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful
purposes. A programme of joint international activities in the field had already
been put forward, the three-stage programme of practical steps that States could
take in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, proposed hy
the Soviet Union. That programme, whose implementation was unreservedly supported
by Czechoslovakia, aimed to develop international co-operation in the peaceful uses
of outer space in order to prevent the extension of the arms race into outer

space.  Other proposals had been made during the current session, but they had not
all provided the necessary conditions for consensus.

[y
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8. The Committee must ask itself if the problems relating to ways and means of
malntalning outer apace eor peaaeful purposes were really | soluble within the
framework of the Committee Or if they aroee out of the ynwillingness of some States
to give up the pomsibility ot a military and economic utilization Oe outer space
for their own benefit. There was aro the quertion of whethar the problem lay in
determining the competence of the Committee to dea with the question of the
non-mllitarization of outer apace or was created by the fact that the peaceful
proposals of aome delegatlone were unacceptable to othern.

9. The socialist countries believed that the milltarization of outer space could
be countered by constructive and peaceful alternative6 such ae the realiatic
proepecte for "gtat peace”, the idea of convening an international conference or a
special session of the General Assembly devoted to questions of outer apace,
astablishing a world outer apace organization and elaborating a detalled plan for
International co-operation In the 19908 and bryond. The fact that sueh a programme
represented an alternative to the "atar ware™ plana and that it had been advocated
by the socialist countries explaned why eome States were trying to bar effective
progress on that question in COPUOS. That Committee thue found itself in an ahsurd
situation, because the same countries which had oppoeed Ite consideration of
disarmament issues were also oppoeing Ite coneideretion of queetiona of
international co-operation In the application of apace technology, as proposed by
the socialist countries, - Wich had nothing to do with diearmament issues.

10. In the choice of a new item tor the agenda of the Lega Sub-Committee, a
similar lack of political will could be seen, even though aeverad proposas had
been submitted by all groups of States, The eclection of the new agenda lean
should not be poetponed beceuee that would impar the effectiveness and
ratlonallzatlon of the work of COPUOS.

11. On the initiative of socialist countries, the Genera Aeeemhly was discussing
at the current gessjon the queetion of es_ublishing a comprehensive system of
internat {onal peace and security. Peaceful co-operation in outer space and
measuregs to prevent the spread of weapons to nuter gpac.: were a gignificant part of
such a system. Among the concrete steps to be taken, anti-satellite weapons and
offensive-weapon gystems in apace should be prohibited. An international
ingpection body could aso be eet up to monitor the non-deployment of weapons from
space-launch facilities. Such action would help achieve the objective of peace in
outer space, which was one of the conditions for a world free of nuclear weapons,
Ten vears earlier, In May 1977, two significant agreements had been signed in
Geneva, the Soviet-United States Aqreement on Co-operation in the Exploration and
use Of Outer Space for Peaceful Purpoeee and the Convention on the Prohibition of
Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques. Thone
agreements had been concluded six years before the announcement (f the plans to
place so-called defensive weapons in space that were jeopardlziny international
ca-operation in the peaceful uses of outer gpace, In the spring of 1987, the
Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union and the United States had signed
a new agreement in Moscow on co-operation In the exploration and vses of outer
space for peaceful purposes, covering epeciflc reeeerch projects on the golar

Seas
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system, the implementation of which would contribute to consolidating the bases of
peace in cuter space. That instrument hsd been described as a “treaty of the

future” and his delegation hoped that it would expedite the search for a solution
to the existing problems.

12. Czechodovakia welcomed the progress made by the Scientific and Technica
Sub-Committee in its work, but believed that it was not the appropriate body for
publicizing the results achieved in the exploration of apace on a national level.
A <cientific symposium organized on the occasion of the Sub-Committee sessions
would be a more approprtate forum. The sessions of the Syb~-Committee should focus
on ways of improving international co-operation in outer space, particularly in the
technical and scientific sphere, The Scientific and Technica Sub-Committee was
not the place for transfer of technology, but waa rather a body that should
endeavour to create the conditions for effecting such a tranafer ona basis Of
equality and non-discrimination. At its ® easion in June, COPUOS had dealt with the
planning of its future work. In that connection, hig delegation proposed that
consideration of the proposal to establish a world space organization ahould be
included in part | of the medium-term plan of the United Nations. The Special
Political Committee and COPUOS could aak intereated delegations to submit for more
detailed consideration by the Legal Sub-Committee at its 1988 session a draft
proposal for the establishment of sych an organization. The reaultr of such
congideration would then be submitted to the Special Political Committee at tne
forty-third session of the General Asaembly. In that connection, his delegation
aupported the proposals made by the Soviet representative at the current session Of
the Special Political Committee on 5 November 1987, ag well as the proposals
submitted by the Group of 77.

13. His delegation attached great importance to the efforts to atrengthen the role
of copuos and its Legal Sub-Committee in the development of space law. Some
progress had been made in the current year on the draft principles relevant to the
use of nuclear power sourcea in outer space, On the pagis of a Canadian proposal.
The possibilities for progress in that field of law were linked closely to the
settlement of certain sensitive technical and political i{ssues. Account must also
be taken of the provisions of international inst. uments in the field of both space
law and the utilization of nuclear enerqy, particularly the two Vienna Conventions
concluded in 1986 under the auspices of the International Atomic Energy Agency,

His delegation supported the lastest proposal »y the Soviet Union on thr question
related to the definition and delimitation of outer space, which offered a way to a
practical solution of that problem. It was convinced tnat al groups Of States
should demonstrate sufficient good will in the intereats of finding a generally
acceptable solution to the problems connected with the rational use of the

qeostat ionary orb) t.

14. The current session of the General Assembly was being held at a time when a
significant agreement on the elimination of a portion of the nuclear arsenal was
within reach of mankind, and his delegation hoped that the spirit of such an
agreement would influence the seasions Of COPUOS as well and would be instrumental
in promoting further progress in the peaceful uaes of outer space.

Joo
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15. Mrs, NA VCHAA (Mongolia) observed that thr international community was
commemorating in the current year the thirtieth anniversary of the launching of the
satellite, Sputnik, which marked the beginning of the apace age, Since then, the
United Nations had taken an active part in Ueveloping international co-operation in
the peaceful uses of outer space and in the elaboration of legal norms governing
the apace activities of States, The girst important tvesult of such activities had
been the conclusion of the 1967 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, ine¢lua.ng the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodiea, which continued to serve the interests of all States favouring
the use cf outer apace for peaceful purposee. The achievement of that objective
was very timely at the moment because of the intensification of efforts to cary
out "star ware” plane.

16. The Committee and COPUOS ahould make specific recommendation8 to prevent the
exteneicn of the arms race into outer space, and COPUOS ahould help the Conference
on Disarmament in that area, The ®  cientifie, technical and legd aspects of the
non-militarization Of outer apace could be conridered by the two competent
Sub-Comnitteea. In connection with that priority iaaue , the socialist countries
had made some gpecific proposa8 for developing international co-operation in outer
space.  Unfortunately,  those comoromiae propoadla had not been adopted because of
the obetructioniat attitude of some States, and COPUOS had thua not been able to
advance in its consideration of that |mportant question. Mongolia found that
situation to be a cause for anxiety, and it waa one that also alarmed the majority
of States. Energetic steps must be taken to prevent the extinsion of the arms race

into outer space, for otherwiae the yrms race waa likely to get completely out Of
control.

17. Mongolia supported international co-operation in the exploration and uses of

outer space and participated actively in the international INTERCOSMOS programme.

It believed that the conquest, exploration and utilisation of outer space would he
more effective if international co-operation were organiced within 1 he context of a
single mechanism, and it therefore supported the Soviet pcopoeal for the

estahlishment of an {nternational space ocganization, a proposal which should be
considered carefully.

18. Mongolia believed that it was important to put into effect the recommendation%
of UNISPACE-82 and that the Worming Group of the Whole had done useful work in
evaluat ing them, It also supported the United Nations Programme on Space
Applications which wae very important for the implementation of the recommendations.

19. Regarding the work of the Legad Sub-Committee, his delegation hoped that
progress Would soon be made on the elaboration of draft principles relevant to the
use of nuclear power sources in outer space. Member States could finalize the
principles for early notification and asgistance which had already been
provisionally adopted by bringing them into line with the previsions of the
Conventions adopted by the Internationd Atomic Energy Agency in that fidd. with
reference to the Belimitation of outer apace and the character and utilization of
the gqeostationary orbit, Mongolia felt that the specific proposals which had
already been made could Berve as a baais for continuing ¢onsideration of that
question.

loo
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20. In conclusion, her delegation hoped that it would be possible to reach
agreement during the current session of the General Assembly on the choice of a new

item for the agenda of the Legad Sub-Committee,

21. Mr. LAGORIO (Argentira) raid that the launching of Sputnlk in 1957 had opened
up a new era, that of the conquest of space, in which man had yet again shown his
unshakeahle determination to overcome all obstacles, as he had when he had
conquered the oceans. It was high time that COPUOS sought to hermonize,
realistically and calmly, the various future legd and scientific trend8 of the
space age. His task had been and would continue to be herd, from the politica
point of view, but it should not be forgotten that, far from being a place for
confrontation, space should provide an opportunity for intensive international
co-operation.

22.  The events which had occurred during the part few month8 with respect to
disarmament, especially the possibility of eliminating a whole Category Of nuclear
weapons, were particularly encouraging. In that connection, the question of the
peaceful use of outer rpace should give new impetus to international Co-Operation
in that field, which should be bared on the broadest consensus possible as a means
of attaining the desired goal.

23. His delegation had played an active part in the work of the twenty-fourth
sesgion of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and the twenty-sixth session
of the Legal sub~Committee a8 well a8 in that of the thirtieth session of COPUQOS,
where it had expressed it8 Government's views; it would especially |ike to
emphasize tWO points, which were also of concern to the developing countries.

24. It welcomed the establishment of a Working Group of the Whole to evauate the
implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE 82; under the wise Chairmanship
of Mr. Lasarte Of Uruguay, that Group had usefully filled a gap in the work of the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. It was to be hoped that the Group would
help to speed up the implementation of the recommendation8 of UNISPACB 82.

25. The Working Group of the Lega Sub-Committee had adopted a draft resolution
the new paragraph 5 of which clearly requested the Legal Sub-Committee to consider,
at it8 twenty-seventh gession to be held at Geneva in March 1908, the new item
which it had chosen for inclusion in it8 agenda. Paragraph 5 was very clear in
that respect, and hi8 delegation would join the consensus which had already emerged

concerning that text.

26. In conclusion, he noted that the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities
of States in the Exploration ar4 Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and other
Celestial Bodies, had been signed 20 year8 previously; that should encourage the

General Assembly to increase its efforts to ensure trat outer space should continue
to be used for peaceful purposes.

27.  Mr. MONTGOMERY (United States of America) drew attention to document
A/AC.105/384/Add,. 3, which reviewed fully United State8 activities with respect to
outer space.

/.l'
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28. His delegation attached very high priority to the effrctiveneas of COPUOS
because it believed that irgé)roving the structure of that Committee, as the only
standing body in the Unit Nations system that dealt with co-operation in outer
space, would gtrepgt:in the Organization as a whole and provide answers to those
who wanted to replace it with vague international institutions.

29. Reviewing the work of the Committee over tho past year, he noted that it had
been able to strengthen the scientific and technological content of its activity
and keep memhers abreast of the latest developments in space research.

30. According to General Assembly resolution 37/90, which provided the framework
for implementing the recommdatione of UNISPACE 82, &l nw activities should be
funded through voluntary contributions as well as through the rearrangement of
priorities within the United Nations regular budget. In that connection, his
delegation noted with satisfaction that the Working Group of the Whole established
by the Scientific and Technica Sub-Committee had identified measures which would
facilitate the implementation of taose recommendations. It regretted, however,
that the Outer Space Affairs Division had not taken the necessary steps to
rearrange  priorities. It was to be hoped that in 1988 it would be possible to

reconcile the views of the Division and the members of COPUOS, which were currently
very divergent.

31. Reminding the Committee that in an earlier statement, members had been warned
about the role of automatic minorities and majorities, he noted that that remark
was very relevant to work on agenda item 76. There warn, in fact, a small but vocal
minority in the Outer Space Committee which desire) to forgo consensus. That was
apparently the attitude of one of the preceding speakers. Through a selective
reading of the historical record, he had sought to create the impression that there
was no basis for consensus inthe activities of COPUOS. |t ~as well known that it
was not the United States but other delegations which had insisted on the adoption
of that procedure. That had been ono of several reasons why COPUOS had met only
once between 1958 and 1961. Only at the sixteenth session of the General Assembly
had the members Of the Outer Space Committee reached agreement. From 1962 it had
begun to adopt its decisions by consensus.

32. The United States, which had always respected that rule, believed that the
Outer Space Committee could work effectively only if al members abided by their
commitments, Some considered that the principle of consensus had become an
impediment to substantive progress. They should be reminded that on that basis
four international treaties had been adopted and it had been possible to develop
principles relating to remote sensing. On complex, sensitive matters where the
interests of all had to be reconciled, there was no better method than consensus.
Negotiations on that basis presupposed not only that there was a commitment to
achieve progress in those areas where agreement was possible but aso to avoid
confrontation where fundamental dif ferencee existed.

33. The nations which had supported the resolution establishing the Ad_Hoc
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 1958 had wisely judged it

/oo
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necessary to separate the problems of disarmament affecting outer apace from those
relating to its peaceful use. The First Committee and the Conference on
Disarmament had been then, and dtill were, the competent multilateral forums for
discussion of disarmament aspects of outer apace.

34. During its 30 years existence, COPUOS had made a unique contribution to
internat ional co-operat iOn. The United Staten, with seven other Staten, had
submitted wocking papers in order to initiate a process of djalogue On all aspects
of its work, Although the United States had rome ideas on what needed to be done
to make COPUOS better anle to fulfil its mandate and bring the benefits of space
research to all natiors, it did not claim to have all the answers.

35. Unfortunately, certain States refused to acknowledge thr urgent need to review
the organization and methods of work of COPUOS end its ® ubaidiary bodies. Thoae
which refused were also those which had enthuaiaatically made vague proposals for
new international machineryl their propoaala were self-promoting rather than
conducive to genuine co-operation, Proposals for convening a conference or a
special session of the General Asaembly to discuss, inter alia, the eatabliahment
of an international space organization were equally unproductive. The conaiderahle
resource8 needed for such an undertaking would bs better applied to aupporting
existing mechanisms for international co-operation.

36. one of the previous speaker8 had quoted excerpt8 from a statement attributed
to participants at the space geminar held in Moscow, in which United Stat88 expert8
had taken part. In the interest of accuracy, his delegation wiahed to point out
that there was a siqnificant discrepancy between the ®  tatemant adopted by the
seminar and the version given in Pravda in its edition of 6 October 1987, The
errors in that version had been perpetuated by that previous apeakar. Tha

authentic text Of the statement acfc))pted contain no reference (0 weapons in

apace. A proposal made in that regard by tha ® ponaora of tha ® aminar had in fact
been rejected. His delegation expressed its disappointment that the contanta of
the said statement continued to be miarepreaentad.

37. Mr. SANCHEZ (Philippines) said that his country's poaition on the jissues

before the Outer Space Committee proceeded from the profound conviction that space
activities must be carried out exclusively for veaceful purposes. That was why his
delegation had repeatedly opposed the militarization of outer space,

38. His delegation considered that the benefit8 of the peaceful uses of outer
space must be shared with the developing countries, To that and, international
co-operation at the multilateral, regional and bilateral laval8 should be
strengthened and specific projects for advancing the capabilities of the developing
countries in the use of apace technologies should be promoted.

39. The Philippines was keenly interested in the application8 of apace technology
because of its geographical location and physical configuration. It waa essential
to provide the country with a communication8 network which could link the

7,100 islands of the archipelago.

/l||
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40. Remote-sensing services were an indispensable tool in a country whose economy
was based on n.tural resources. They were also useful in regional and urban
planning, cartography and environmental studies. Moreover, for a country which was
victimized by an average of 19 tropical typhoons and cyclones yearly, not to 8peak
of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, satellj to imagery contributed greatly to the
prevention of the effects of natural disasters.

41. Regrettably, most developing countries «.1d not have the minimal degree of
competence needed for sharing in the benefits of outer space exploration and

ut ilizat Ion = hence the importance of the co-operation activities which the United
Nations Programme on Space Applications carried out in education, training,
research and institutional development. In that regard, his delegation was
concerned that the resources allocated for the United Nations Space Applications
Programme for 1986 and 1967 had been reduced by more than 50 per cent. The United
Nations Expert on Space Applications could not reasonably be expected to meet the
demands of Member States with a budget of $48,000. It was to be hoped thet the
situation would improve in 1988 and that in future the Outer Space Affairs Division
would forewarn delegations of impending cuts in the programme budget, so that
corresponding measures could be taken.

42, His delegation wished to make some recommendations concerning the planning of
training courses on remote sensing, communications and meteorology technolngies
under the Programme. Those activities should include on-the-job training to
provide developing countries with needed technicians. The trainees should also be
provided with copies of tne eoftware used during the training courses to enable

them to apply the knowledge acquired to their fields of expertise.

43, His delegation appreciated the results of the first series of meetings of the
Scientific and Technicad Suo-Committe€’'s Working Group of the Whole responsible for
evaluating the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE 82, 1t fully
endorsed the recommendations of the Group contained in paragraphs 11 to 13 o
annex Il to the Committea's report (A/42/20). They might serve as a basis for
far-reaching international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space. He
hoped that , at its following meeting, the working Group would consider the question
of the co-ordination of a regional/subregional network whoes responsibility would
be to facilitate exchanges of information, particularly among developing

countries. The real requirements and perspectives of such countries should also be
kept in mind when identifying the programmes, projects and activities which should
be caried out in the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE 82,

44. As part of the discussions on remcte sensing, che topic of satellite remcte
sensing should be taken up, particularly questions relating to data reception,
distribution networks and the promotion of the practical applications of space
technolmy, so that countries could place such technolcgies at the service of
economic ~ development. In that regard, the Philippines supported the proposal to
establish a legal régime governing the access of States to the benefits of space
activities, and supported the position of the Group of 77 that that question should

/‘ll
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be included on the Conmittee's agenda. It thus appealed to all delegations,
particularly those of the developing countries, to support that proposal.

45. M. Freudenschuss (Austria) took the Chair.

46. M. FXSSENKO (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that the working
papers of the Conmittee on Outer Space and its Sub-Commttees showed that
increasingly nore States recognized the need to join their efforts in order to use
space more rationally, so as to solve the econonmic and social problems still
confronting mankind. The inportance of broad international co-operation in various
fields, particularly in space, had been strongly enphasized by M. Gorbachev in
moscov On the occasion of the seventieth anniversary of the Cctober Revolution.

47.  Since the day, 30 years earlier, when the entire world had heard the signals
from the first Soviet satellite, space science had nade considerable progress.
Research programmes had made it possible to achieve outstanding results in such
fields as teleconmunications, meteorology, world cartography, mneral exploration
and oceanography, as well as in search and rescue operations for ships in distress.

48.  The launch of nore than 30 inter-planetary probes during the past 20 years had
made it possibletoi ncrease know edge ofthe planets and satellites. The success
of nunerous projects, such as Vega, the research work carried out by the Mr space
station and on the unique orbital conplex Soyuz-Mr-Kvant-Progress, as wa as
other work in which scores of countries, including the Byelorussian SSR had
participated, had once again illustrated the benefit to be derived from conbining
the scientific and technical potential of several States for the peaceful conquest
of outer space. In that regard, it was regrettable that a pall was cast over the
hopes of mankind by sinister plans aimng to turn outer space into a theatre for
"star wars* and threatening to transformit into a source of nortal danger for all.

49. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space had a role to play in that
field and could, inter alia, help the Conference on D sarmanent and the
organizations specifically entrusted with that question. Hs country regretted
that that Committee's work concerning the ways and neans of maintaining outer space
for peaceful purposes was at a standstill, It also regretted that the Conmttee
had not been able to reach agreenment on the choice of a new item to be included on
the agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee. That question should remain a priority
matter, and it was necessary to consider, inter alia, the items proposed by the
Group of 77, in order to reach consensus expeditiously.

50. In view of the growh of space technology, the Legal Sub-Conmttee should pay
greater attention to nmatters relating to the definition and delimication of outer
space. The Soviet proposal provided a good basis in that regard. The Legal
Sub-Cormittee should also continue its work on draft principles governing States'
activities in the utilixation of the geostationary orbit. The German Denocratic
Republic and several developing countries had nade proposals on the basis of which
a nutually acceptable solution mght be found. The Byelorussian SSR was
particularly interested in the elaboration of draft principles relevant to the use
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of nuclear power sources in outer space. In order to obtain tangible results in
that field, it was essential to bear in mind the provisions of the Conventions of
the International Atomic Energy Agency as well as the proposals made by States,

81. The Byelorussian SSR was also interested in the work of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee on the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE 82
and was in favour of reconstituting the Working Group of the Whole to evaluate
their implementation. If, as his delegation wished, the recommendations were to be

implemented more rigorously, the real needs of all States would also have to be
evaluated.

52. The conquest of outer space offered numerous areas that lent themselves to
peaceful international co-operation. Such efforts could take the form of the world
space organization proposed by the USSR, which would operate on the principle of
mutual benefit and would allow States to have access, on a non-discriminatory
basis, to the results obtained through co-operation in the peaceful conquest of
outer space. In that context, his delegation supported the proposal by
Czechoslovakia concerning the activities of such an organization, whose aim would
be to work towards the peaceful conquest of outer space and to monitor compliance
with agreements prohibiting the extension of the arms race into outer space when
such agreements were concluded. His delegation hoped that in 1987, which marked
the twentieth anniversary of the first treaty on outer space, the consideration of
international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space would be fruitful
and would reinforce and broaden international co-operation in that important area
for humanity.

53. Mr. MITAU (Kenya) said that the question of the definition and delimitation of
outer space should be addressed without delay and that a conventionally accepted
boundary between the atmosphere and outer space should be established. The
proposals already put forward and others that might be advanced at a later stage

should be considered as a basis for the beginning of serious negotiations on that
quest ion.

54. It was necessary to establish a legal réqime to govern the nature and
utilization of the geostationary orbit. The current first-come, first-served
arrangement tended to work in favour of the few countries which were technically
capable of conducting space programmes. He hoped that serious consideration would
be given to that guest ion at the next session of the Legal Sub-Committee.

55. He was optimistic that the arms race would not be extended into outer space
and that the countries concerned would heed the pleas from the international
community to explore outer space for peaceful purposes only. His Government fully
supported the efforts of the Disarmament Commission and hoped that the already

difficult work facing it would not be further complicated by an arms race in outer
space.

<

56. His delegation hoped that, despite the many different views expressed,
consensus would continue to prevail in COPUOS.

Jvan
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57. Mrs. GUARDIA ( Venezuela) congratulated the Scientific and Techni cal

Sub-the progress it had made at its February session in implementing
General Assembly resolution 41/64 by establishing a Working Group of the whole to
evaluate the implementat ion of the recommendations of UNISPACE 82. The Working

G oup had drafted a set of recommendations and fixed a number of priorities.

58.  The work of the Legal Sub-Committee at its twenty-sixth session had not been
very satisfactory. Owing to the inflexible position of certain delegations,
questions relating to the definition and delimtation of outer space had not even
been considered in informal consultations. St gave cause for concern that space
| aw was the sole branch of law whege scope did not have defined limits. Al t hough
the deiimtation of outer space posed a political and legal problem, it coul d be
resolved by adopting a legal instrument with universal scope. Discussion on that
poi nt shoul d be based on a more sound and more acceptable working paper.

59. It had also been inpossible to reach an agreement during the consideration of
the draft principles on the use of nuclear power sources in outer space, |t mght
even be just if ied to speak of a regression, because not only had there been no
consensus on any of the three principles considered, but there had even been a
re-eval uati on of the agreenent concerning the principles and assistance to States.

69. As the Legal Sub-Committee must ecensider the choice of a new item to be placed
on its agenda, the Goup of 77 had proposed consideration of the legal aspects
related to the access of States to the benefits derived from the exploration and
utilization of outer space. That proposal would enable the work of COPUOS to focus
upon essential aspects requiring clarification and to strengthen the |egal
provisions on outer space activities within the framework of the Treaty. |In that
context, the Goup of 77 pointed out that, under the 1967 CQuter Space Treaty,
international co-operation in the field of outer space was obligatory, whi ch not

only presupposed recognition of jus cogens but also constituted a starting point
for developing a body of law that was as yet inconplete.

6. At its last session, coruos had recommrended that a decision should be taken on
that question at the forty-second session of the General Assembly. She hoped that,
in taking up the proposal by the Goup of 77, the Sub-Comrmittee would give new
inpetus to its work and would create a legal framework to reinforce international
co-operation and regulate the access of developing countries to the benefits
derived from outer space activities. But once again, OQPUCS would have to close
the debate on the question by urging the Sub-Conmittee to take a decision at its
next session. It was discouraging that certain delegations refused to co-operate

on that point. \Wr delegation hoped that all delegations would show a genuine
political readinessto reach a mutual understanding for the common good.

62.  Mr. SWOBODA (Canada) said that, in 1987, his country was celebrating the
twenty-fifth anniversary of its placing in orbit of the scientific satellite

Al ouette 1, through whi ch Canada had joined the USSR and the United States a8 the
only countries utilizing outer space.

/loc
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63. His delegation ahared the feeling of disappointment voiced by a number of
other delegations at the failure to maintain, in 1987, the progress made in 1986,
But recent developments in the space pecisnces and the great projects envisaged for
the turn of the century, such as exploring the Martian soil and carrying Qut
long-term research on board inhabited apace stations, plus the emergence of a
political desire, led his delegation to pelieve that COPUOS would have an important
cont: tbution t0 make in the future.

64. Canada, which had not developed means to place vehicles in orbit, had been a
consistent supporter of international co-operation in space matters, as witnessed
in the record of current and anticipated achievements that would mark the next

25 years. His delegation referred, in particular, to such projects as the space
station engineered by the United states, the OLYMPUS and ERS-1 projects of the
European Space Agency, the launching of RADARSAT, an earth observation satellite,
in co-operation with the United Kingdom and the United States, the setting up of
the COSPAS-SARSAT gearch and reascue aesiatance system, which might aoon be the
subject oOf a treaty between France, the United States, the USSR and Canada, as well
a8 the EXOS, D. UARS and INTERBOL projects.

65. cCanada wag placing increasing emphasis on space technology in the context of
its international development aid programme, mainly in the management of resources
and the environment, a8 the benefits of research and investment in remote sensing
became more general.

66. The prevailing mood in COPUQS clashed with the optimism of the researchers,
engineers, industrialists and users of apace technology, owing perhaps in part to
the way in which the work of that Committee wan designed and organized, Canada was
prepared to examine that isaue; it had supported a proposal by the Netherlands
delegation, in an informal paper on the restructuring of COPUOS circulated at the
Committee’s  twenty-seventh sesaion. In order that that question might he examined
constructively, it shou.d be the subject of a separate item on the agenda of cCoPUOS

and assigned to a working group for consideration.

67. His delegation was opposed to the overly simple solution of reducing hy a week
the annual session of the Legal Sub-Committee, because 4 body which dealt with the
deve lopment of international law required sufficient time to carry out. informal
consultations without which no real progress was possihle,

68. The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee should continue emphasizing the
scientific content of its work. The very valuable presentations made hy the
experts on the exploration of planets, the life sciences, the modif icat ion of the
hiosphare and the contribution of cosepar and IAF to space research were, in that
regard, worthy of note.

69. Referring to th, use of nuclear power gources in outer space, he hoped that,
the Working Group of the Scientific anad Technical Sub-Committee dealing with that
quest jon would be able to meet during the next session of the Suh-Committee and
that 1t would he possible, after the detailed discussions held during tho 1ast

Vo
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seasion Of the Legal Suh-Committee, for the General Aesembly to adopt a full set of
principle8 on the uase of nuclear power sources at its next session.

70. He noted with teqret that none of the questiona propsed for inclusion in the
agenda of the Lega Sub-Committee seemed to meet two essential conditione, namely
that they ahould be of practical interest and at the same time be likely to meet
with general agreement. Among those proposals, the improvement of the procedure
for registering apace objects was the subject that was most worthy of consideration
by the Legal Sub-Committee for the reasons outlined in document A/AC,105/L.169. If
that proposal did not meet with general agreement, consideration might be given to
other quest ions, such as apace debris, which affected both the interests of the
space Powers and the users of apace services. If agreement was not reached on that
question at the current session, it would be necessary to request the Legal
Sub-Committee itself to resolve that vital question.

71. Mr. RODRIGUEZ~MEDINA (Colombia) said that the launching of the first Sputnik
30 years ealir had marked the beginning of the conguest of outer space and an
attempt had been made to regulate the exploration and exploitation of outer apace
10 years later through the 1967 Outer Space Treaty. It was clear that
international co-operation had not developed on the basis of a just and equitable
sharing of the benefits and that the scientific and technical monopolies had
profited from the loophcles and shortcomings of the Treaty, Under those
conditiona, the Committee and its subsidiary bodies had an aanential role to play
in order to ensure equitable access to all countries.

72. For that reason, Colombia firmly supported the propoeal of the Group of 77 to
include a new item which would bring the question of co-operation back to the
foreground and enable the Legal Sub-Committee to elaborate gyscematically legal
element.9 for clearly defining internat ional co-operation, as had been guygested by
the representative of Chile.

73. His delegation noted with satisfaction the work Of the two Sub-Committees,
particularly the eatahliehment by the Legal Sub-Committee of a working group to
consider agenda item 4. It was encouraging to note the points of agreement in the
comparative study of the two draft principles on the geoetationary orbit. The
common element8 in the equatoridd document and the document submitted by the
German Democratic Republic might make it possible to begin negotiation6 on the
remaining principles and finally lay down the necessary regulations taking into

account the need.8 of the developing countries and the legitimate rights of the
equatorial countries.

74. Referring to the work of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, he said
that Colombia had co-sponsored, with the United Nations, the first Latin American
meeting aimed at identifying the real situation and needs in the area of space

co-operation. The High-level Group of Experts had adopted more than 40 concrete
recommendat I0NS.

/
S
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75. He stressad the prraaing need to change the way in which COPUOS conducted
negotiations and diacuariona so that due account might be taken of the aspirations
of the developing countries, That would be the begt way to revitalize the
activities of that Committee and help it carry out its mandate.

76,  Mr. MAYORSKY (Union of Soviet Socidist Republica), speaking in exercise of
the right of reply, said that he wished to make a numher of clarifications
concerning a question raised in the statement by the representative of the United
Staten. The latter, after referring to a recent symposium on outer apace in Moscow
in which u delegation of American experts had participated, had mentioned
discrepancies between the declaration adopted at the end of the symposium and the
publication of its results in the Soviet press. It was true that certain errors
nada slipped into the report which had appeared in the press. According to the
information available to the representative Of the Soviet Union, the reasons for
that were essentially technical. There had been no bad intentions or desire to
distort the results of the symposium. Furthermore, contrary to what the
representative of the United States had said, the representative of the Soviet
Union, in his statement to the Committee on the agenda item under consideration,
had accurately quoted @ xcerptr from the declaration of the symposium. In that
connection, the representative of the Soviet Union once again read out, in English,
the relevant passage of the declaration and said that he was keeping a copy of it
for the representative of the United States.

77. Mr. HODGRINS (United States of America), speaking in exercise of the right. of
reply, said that his delegation merely wished to state thnt the United States had
been disappointad to notr the discrepancies between the two texts of the

declaration, the one which had been adopted by the participants and the one which
had been published in the Soviet press. In dolng so, his deleqation had merely
sought to get the facts set straight, and he was glad that the Soviet delegation
uwad obliged. The delegation of the United States simply requested that those
rematks should be included in the summary record of the meeting.

78. The CHAIRMAN 8said that the Committee had thus concluded its consideration of
agenda jtem /6.

The meeting rose a 1 p.m.




