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1. During the first reading of section 27 of the proposed programme budget for
1988-1989,  A/ the Fif th  Commit tee  requested fur ther  informat  ion wi th  regard  to
several  quest ions  ra ised by deleqat ions . The present  paper  i s  presented  in
resporse  t o  t h a t  r e q u e s t . It  is presented in the form of responses to the major
issues  ra ised by delegat ions  in  the  Fi f th  Commit tee .

2. Several  of  the responses provided here in  ref lec t  informat ion provided ora l ly
to the Fifth Committee by the Director of the Programme Planning and Budget
Division and by the Controller as well as by the Under-Secretary-General for Public
Informat ion to  the Specia l  Pol i t lca l  Commit tee  dur ing i t s  considera t ion of  agenda
item 78.

3. Questions have been posed as to what the basis is for the reform of the
admin i s t r a t i ve  s t r uc tu r e  o f  t he  Depa r tmen t1  whe the r  i t  i s  d i r ec t l y  l i nked  to
General Assembly resolution 41/213  of 19 December 19lMl  whether it  is a
progranrmatic reform or only a reform of adminiotrative  Jtructures;  and what the
s t a t u s  i s  o f  implementation  o f  t h e  r e f o r m . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  q u e s t i o n s  h&ve b e e n  r a i s e d
regarding equi table  geographical  d is t r ibut ion in  the  Depar tment  in  re la t ion  to
implementation of the reforms and the impact of the reforms on certain programme
a c t i v i t i e s .

4 . The  effect ive  funct ioning of  the  Departmen& has been a matter  of continuing
in teres t  to  Member  Sta tes . I t  should  be recal led  that  the  Depar tment  was the
subject  of an in-depth  evalua t ion  in  1983 (E/AC.S1/1983/7),  the resul ts  of  which
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were considered by the Committee for Proqramme and Co-ordination (CPC)  at i ts
t w e n t y - t h i r d  s e s s i o n . The CPC recommendations thereon were aqnin considered by
CPC, a s  pa r t  of  i t s  no rma l  cyc l e  o f  t r i enn i a l  r ev i ews  o f  eva lua t ions ,  a t  its
twenty-aix th session, in 1986, On that occasion, CPC formulated 1S additional
recommendations, which, together witn the Committee Is comments and decis ions ,
appear  in  peraqraphs 80 to  95 of  the report of C?C on  the  work of  i ts  twenty-s ixth
session. 2/ These  recorranendations  deal t  with both proqrammatic  and maneqeria l
i s sue s . The main thrust of the CPC views can be summarized as follows8

(a) T h e  impor t ance  o f  c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  e n d - u s e r s  and
tarqet  audiences  was re-emphasioed  in  order  to  faci l i ta te  the  del ivery  and
t imel iness  of  programmed products  as well  as  the asnassmont  of  their  qual i ty ,
re levance and impact1

(h) The Depar tment  should carry  out  wel l -designed market  surveys  for
ident i fying demands for  par t icular  products and adapt  i t s  products  to  f i t  the  needs
and  p ro f i l e  o f  i t s  t a rge t  aud i ences ;

(c) Feedback mechanisms must involve a two-way process that would provide
bet ter  l inkages  hetwoon  Headouarters  and the  United  Nat ions  informat ion centres;

(d) T h e  s y s t e m a t i c  d a t a - c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  m o n i t o r i n q  ayrrtom o f  t h e  U n i t e d
Nations estanlished by the Department of Public Information should be further
improved and refined.

5. The Committee concluded thett

“ In  v i ew o f  the  qenerally uneatisfactory  lov~.l  oE implemsntation  of  the
recommendations made at ita twenty-third session on the work of the Department
of  Publ ic  Informat ion,  the Commit tee  reques ted  tha t  a br ie f  fol low-up repor t
on the implementation of the Committee’s recommendations at i ts present
s e s s i o n  s h o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  i t  f o r  considerat  i o n  at i t s  twenty-eiqhth
s e s s i o n ,  i n  1 9 8 8 . ”  i/

6. D u r i n q  i t s  f o r t y - f i r s t  s e s s i o n , the General Assembly conaiderod  and adopted
the recommendations of the Group of Hiqh-level Interqavernmentel  Experts to Review
the Eff ic iency of  the Adminis t ra t ive  and Financia l  Functioninq  of  the  Uni ted
Nat ions ,  A/ one  of  which (recormnendation  37  (l)), r e f a r r i n y  t o  t h e  functioninq  o f
the  Depar tment  of  Publ ic  Informat ion,  proposed,  in ter  a l la ,  thatt

“A thorough review of the functions and workinq  methods 88 well as of the
policies of the Department of Public Information should be conducted, with a
view to  br inqinq i t s  ro le  and pol ic ies  up to  date In  order  to  improve the
capaci ty  and abi l i ty  of  the  Depar tment  to  provide  informat ion on Uni ted
Nat ions  act iv i t ies  as  approved by the  interyovernniental.  bodies . To this end,
the working methods of  the  Depar tment  should  ho ra t ional  ized,  in  order  tha t ,
the  funds  a l located  co  tha t  Depar tment  should , t o  a  larqer  e x t e n t  t h a n
hi ther to ,  be  used for  programme act iv i t ies .”

/ . . .
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7. In March 1987, a new Under-Secretary-General was appointed by the
Secretary-General and entrusted with the responsibili:y for the Department of
Public Information. Her  manda te  was, i n  b r i e f ,  t o  ac t  a s  spaedily  a s  p o s s i b l e  80
aa to achiovu  the maximum possible degree of efficiencv  in the functioning of the
Depar tment  and offect iveneee in  the fulf i lment  of  the mandate entrus ted to  i t .  In
order  to  achieve  these  ends ,  the Under-Secretary-General  proposed,  and the
Sacrotary-Gonoral  app roved ,  a  n e w  admin i s t r a t i ve  s t r uc tu r e ,  t he  ma in
cheroctorist ice of which are; in planninq , a more focused and co-ordinated
approach to  the Uni ted  Nations prior i ty  issuesl in  product ion ,  bliqher qual i ty  and
t  imelinoaoi  in  providing services , f l ex ib i l i t y  and  r e spons ivenes s ;  i n  d i s s emina t i on
of  ma te r i a l , spood and accurate tarqettinq)  and in  evaluat ion,  the  c lear
idontif  ication of audiences and the more accurate assessment of the impact of
act ivttias. The new structure coneolidatou functions and expertise and should help
to  e l iminate  the  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t s  a n d  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

I3 . The now adminis t ra t ive  s t ructure  i s  being phased in  nuch a way as to minimize
dis rupt ion  to  the  ongoing act iv i t ies  of  the  Depar tment . I t  i s  t h e
Sucretary-General’s  intention that the implementation should bo effected with
f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d , c o n s i d a r i n q  t h e  extent  o f  t h e  r e o r q a n i z a t i o n ,  i t  i s  expetjted  tha t
udjustmunts wil l  be requi red  to take into account adminis t ra t ive ,  proqrarnmatic and
p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e r n a . Such adiuetmente  will fully respect the mandated programme of
work of  tho  Depar tment ,  as  conta ined in  document  A/42/6  (!:c?ct. 27). Any chanqes
proposed to implement this proqramme of work will  he susjmittod f o r  a p p r o v a l  t o  the,
General Assembly, throuqh CPC and the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Uudyetary  Queotions (ACABQ), i n  t h e  contex t  of  t h e  r ev i s ed  estimates i n  1988.

9 . Thti  propoRed  revioionn  to  tho  prcqramme  budqat  and to  the medium-term Flan
wil l  bo submit ted to  the  General  Assembly a t  i t s  for ty- thi rd  session throuqh CPC
a nd ACADQ . C P C  w i l l  a l s o  c o n s i d e r ,  a t  i t s  n e x t  session, a fo l low-up repor t  to  the
triennial review of the work of the Department. Theso documents will  be formulated
w as to  ref lec t  the  viowe expressed by Member  Statc?s dur ing  the  per t inent
discussionsi  in CPC and the Special Political Comml ttae and the F’if  th Committee
durinq  the current session of the General Assembly.

10, A number of delegations expressed concern over certain prictrity tiubjsct
ar(?aR, i/ nuch  as  t ho  s t rugq lo  aqa in s t  apa r the id ,  Namibia, Pa l e s t i ne  and
tlecolonization. In these  and other  pr ior i ty  areas  ae determined by the General
Rr;nembly  , the object ive of  the  reorqanizat ion of  tho Depar tment  i s  precise ly  ta
i$nsure  a more c o h e s i v e , co-ordinated,  mul t i -media  approach RO as  to  achieve the
mirximum  p o s s i b l e  i m p a c t  o f  tha Department’5  ac t iv i t ies . A pr inrary qo.71  of the
reform is  not  only  to  mainta in  and nourish exis t ing suppor t  for  thest’  issues of
importance to the world community hut aim to reach out beyond so as to expand and
mult.  iply  support bases. The  ma jo r  d i f f e r ence  w i l l  l i e  i n  a n  i n c r e a s e  ia t h e  ~copc,
conunit.mt?nt  and t h e  grea t e r  impac t  o f  i n fo rma t ion  programmes o n  t h e s e  t o p i c s . The
cw~wr~~:i  expressec1 by Member  States  dur ing  th is  dehatc? wi l l  be taken in to  account
whorl putt  inq in  f inal  form the  adminis t ra t ive  s t ructure  and woI k  proqramme that
wi  11. be  rc?t’Lected Ln the  revised es t imates  to  be nubmi  tted to the Genera L Assembly
at i t : ; for ty- third session.

/, . . .
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were considered by the Committee for Proqramme and Co-ordination (CPC)  at i ts
t w e n t y - t h i r d  s e s s i o n . The CPC recommendations thereon were aqnin considered by
CPC, a s  pa r t  of  i t s  no rma l  cyc l e  o f  t r i enn i a l  r ev i ews  o f  eva lua t ions ,  a t  its
twenty-aix th session, in 1986, On that occasion, CPC formulated 1S additional
recommendations, which, together witn the Committee Is comments and decis ions ,
appear  in  peraqraphs 80 to  95 of  the report of C?C on  the  work of  i ts  twenty-s ixth
session. 2/ These  recorranendations  deal t  with both proqrammatic  and maneqeria l
i s sue s . The main thrust of the CPC views can be summarized as follows8

(a) T h e  impor t ance  o f  c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  e n d - u s e r s  and
tarqet  audiences  was re-emphasioed  in  order  to  faci l i ta te  the  del ivery  and
t imel iness  of  programmed products  as well  as  the asnassmont  of  their  qual i ty ,
re levance and impact1

(h) The Depar tment  should carry  out  wel l -designed market  surveys  for
ident i fying demands for  par t icular  products and adapt  i t s  products  to  f i t  the  needs
and  p ro f i l e  o f  i t s  t a rge t  aud i ences ;

(c) Feedback mechanisms must involve a two-way process that would provide
bet ter  l inkages  hetwoon  Headouarters  and the  United  Nat ions  informat ion centres;

(d) T h e  s y s t e m a t i c  d a t a - c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  m o n i t o r i n q  ayrrtom o f  t h e  U n i t e d
Nations estanlished by the Department of Public Information should be further
improved and refined.

5. The Committee concluded thett

“ In  v i ew o f  the  qenerally uneatisfactory  lov~.l  oE implemsntation  of  the
recommendations made at ita twenty-third session on the work of the Department
of  Publ ic  Informat ion,  the Commit tee  reques ted  tha t  a br ie f  fol low-up repor t
on the implementation of the Committee’s recommendations at i ts present
s e s s i o n  s h o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  i t  f o r  considerat  i o n  at i t s  twenty-eiqhth
s e s s i o n ,  i n  1 9 8 8 . ”  i/

6. D u r i n q  i t s  f o r t y - f i r s t  s e s s i o n , the General Assembly conaiderod  and adopted
the recommendations of the Group of Hiqh-level Interqavernmentel  Experts to Review
the Eff ic iency of  the Adminis t ra t ive  and Financia l  Functioninq  of  the  Uni ted
Nat ions ,  A/ one  of  which (recormnendation  37  (l)), r e f a r r i n y  t o  t h e  functioninq  o f
the  Depar tment  of  Publ ic  Informat ion,  proposed,  in ter  a l la ,  thatt

“A thorough review of the functions and workinq  methods 88 well as of the
policies of the Department of Public Information should be conducted, with a
view to  br inqinq i t s  ro le  and pol ic ies  up to  date In  order  to  improve the
capaci ty  and abi l i ty  of  the  Depar tment  to  provide  informat ion on Uni ted
Nat ions  act iv i t ies  as  approved by the  interyovernniental.  bodies . To this end,
the working methods of  the  Depar tment  should  ho ra t ional  ized,  in  order  tha t ,
the  funds  a l located  co  tha t  Depar tment  should , t o  a  larqer  e x t e n t  t h a n
hi ther to ,  be  used for  programme act iv i t ies .”

/ . . .
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7. In March 1987, a new Under-Secretary-General was appointed by the
Secretary-General and entrusted with the responsibili:y for the Department of
Public Information. Her  manda te  was, i n  b r i e f ,  t o  ac t  a s  spaedily  a s  p o s s i b l e  80
aa to achiovu  the maximum possible degree of efficiencv  in the functioning of the
Depar tment  and offect iveneee in  the fulf i lment  of  the mandate entrus ted to  i t .  In
order  to  achieve  these  ends ,  the Under-Secretary-General  proposed,  and the
Sacrotary-Gonoral  app roved ,  a  n e w  admin i s t r a t i ve  s t r uc tu r e ,  t he  ma in
cheroctorist ice of which are; in planninq , a more focused and co-ordinated
approach to  the Uni ted  Nations prior i ty  issuesl in  product ion ,  bliqher qual i ty  and
t  imelinoaoi  in  providing services , f l ex ib i l i t y  and  r e spons ivenes s ;  i n  d i s s emina t i on
of  ma te r i a l , spood and accurate tarqettinq)  and in  evaluat ion,  the  c lear
idontif  ication of audiences and the more accurate assessment of the impact of
act ivttias. The new structure coneolidatou functions and expertise and should help
to  e l iminate  the  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t s  a n d  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

I3 . The now adminis t ra t ive  s t ructure  i s  being phased in  nuch a way as to minimize
dis rupt ion  to  the  ongoing act iv i t ies  of  the  Depar tment . I t  i s  t h e
Sucretary-General’s  intention that the implementation should bo effected with
f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d , c o n s i d a r i n q  t h e  extent  o f  t h e  r e o r q a n i z a t i o n ,  i t  i s  expetjted  tha t
udjustmunts wil l  be requi red  to take into account adminis t ra t ive ,  proqrarnmatic and
p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e r n a . Such adiuetmente  will fully respect the mandated programme of
work of  tho  Depar tment ,  as  conta ined in  document  A/42/6  (!:c?ct. 27). Any chanqes
proposed to implement this proqramme of work will  he susjmittod f o r  a p p r o v a l  t o  the,
General Assembly, throuqh CPC and the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Uudyetary  Queotions (ACABQ), i n  t h e  contex t  of  t h e  r ev i s ed  estimates i n  1988.

9 . Thti  propoRed  revioionn  to  tho  prcqramme  budqat  and to  the medium-term Flan
wil l  bo submit ted to  the  General  Assembly a t  i t s  for ty- thi rd  session throuqh CPC
a nd ACADQ . C P C  w i l l  a l s o  c o n s i d e r ,  a t  i t s  n e x t  session, a fo l low-up repor t  to  the
triennial review of the work of the Department. Theso documents will  be formulated
w as to  ref lec t  the  viowe expressed by Member  Statc?s dur ing  the  per t inent
discussionsi  in CPC and the Special Political Comml ttae and the F’if  th Committee
durinq  the current session of the General Assembly.

10, A number of delegations expressed concern over certain prictrity tiubjsct
ar(?aR, i/ nuch  as  t ho  s t rugq lo  aqa in s t  apa r the id ,  Namibia, Pa l e s t i ne  and
tlecolonization. In these  and other  pr ior i ty  areas  ae determined by the General
Rr;nembly  , the object ive of  the  reorqanizat ion of  tho Depar tment  i s  precise ly  ta
i$nsure  a more c o h e s i v e , co-ordinated,  mul t i -media  approach RO as  to  achieve the
mirximum  p o s s i b l e  i m p a c t  o f  tha Department’5  ac t iv i t ies . A pr inrary qo.71  of the
reform is  not  only  to  mainta in  and nourish exis t ing suppor t  for  thest’  issues of
importance to the world community hut aim to reach out beyond so as to expand and
mult.  iply  support bases. The  ma jo r  d i f f e r ence  w i l l  l i e  i n  a n  i n c r e a s e  ia t h e  ~copc,
conunit.mt?nt  and t h e  grea t e r  impac t  o f  i n fo rma t ion  programmes o n  t h e s e  t o p i c s . The
cw~wr~~:i  expressec1 by Member  States  dur ing  th is  dehatc? wi l l  be taken in to  account
whorl putt  inq in  f inal  form the  adminis t ra t ive  s t ructure  and woI k  proqramme that
wi  11. be  rc?t’Lected Ln the  revised es t imates  to  be nubmi  tted to the Genera L Assembly
at i t : ; for ty- third session.
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11. A related area of concern to some delegations has been that the
“oentralization”  of certain programmes may not promote sufficiently the regional
perspect ive  and regional  concerns  in  the  Depar tment’s  output .  The regional  uni ts
wi l l  cont inue  to  produce  the i r  dksn regular  programming,  as  in the past . However ,
i t  i s  alao envisaged that  th is  programming wi l l  be  ar-gmented  by the  adapta t ion of
re levant  aentra l ly  produced mater ia ls  or programmes. With regard to  the
in t roduct ion  of  addi t ional  languages,  the  object ive  of  the  Depar tmerr t  i s  to  reach
ae wide an audience in the world as poseible,  and thib nas to be done by using a8
wide a variety of means to cormnuniaate  with them, including local adaptat ions of
Uni ted  Nat ions  programmes whenever  poss ib le .  Here  aqain ,  the  concerns  expressed by
Member State6 during this debate will be taken into acoount  when putting into final
form the administrative structure and work programme that will be reflected in the
revised es t  imatea  to  be  submit ted  to  the  General  Assembly a t  i t s  for ty- thdcd
s e s s i o n .

12. With regard  to  the  quest ion of  the  geographical  diotribution  of  the  Staff of
the Department, tables 1 and 2 show the distribution  of staff by region as at
1 January 1986 and 1 January 1987. These tables were preeented to the Committee on
Informat ion a t  i t s  1987 sess ion, In addition, more detailed information was
requested concerning Professional staff of tne Department from the African and
Caribbean regions. This  informat ion  i s  conta ined in  table  3 .
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Table 1. Staff  of  the  Department  of  Publ ic  Information
i n  p o s t s  s u b j e c t  t o  geographical d i s t r i b u t i o n

(Peroentage)

Reg I on
Regiona  1 Actual ataf f
mid-point 1 January 1986 1 January 1987

Afr ica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.6

Ada and  the  Pac i f i c . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.4

Europe (Eastern) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.9

Europe (Western) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.1

Latin America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 .8

Middle East . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 .8

North America and the Caribbean . 1 9 . 4

Tote 1 100.0

17.6

16.8

7.6

19.8

8 .0

4 .6

2 5 . 6

100.0

17.8

17.0

8.3

19.1

8.3

4.2

25.3

100.0

Table 2. Staff  of  the Department  of  Publ ic  Informat ion
at  the  Senior  Off icer  (P-5)  level  and above
d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  r e g i o n

(Percentage)

Region 1 January 1986 1 January 1987

Afr ica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.1 15.9

Asia and the Pacif ic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.9 23.8

Europe (Eastern) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 .8 7.9

Europe (Western) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.3 22.2

Latin America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 .8 4.8

Middle East . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 .8 7.9

North America and the Caribbean . . . . . . . . 1 9 . 3 17.5

Tota  1 100.0 100.0

/ . . .



Table 3. Profe5SiOnal  Staff members from the Afr5can and Caribbean regions in Dfi

Secretariat-wide Department of Public Information a/

Actual staff Actual staff Actual staff Location of staff
Regional mid-point 130 June 1987) (30 Juno 1987) (30 November 1987) (30 November 19971

Number Percentage NlSllbfir Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage Headquarters -UNICS

Africa

Total
D-2
D-l
P-5
P-l to P-4

Caribbean y

Total
D-2
D-l
P-5
P-l to P-4

366.8 13.6

79.4 2.9

426 16.5

70 2.6

4 2  1236) 17.8 42 (228) 18.4
-t6) - - (6)
2 116) 12.5 2 113) 15.4
8 1451 17.8 8 (421 19.0

3 2  (168) 19.0 32 (166) 19.3

30

:
27

12

1
6
5

9 Figures in parentheses are DPI totals.
the post of the Under-Secretary-General.

The totals of 236 and 228 for 30 June 1987 and 30 November 1187. respectively, include

w The grouping of the Caribbean region follows that used in *Composition of the Secretariat* (A/42/636]. In addition, in DPI there are
one staff member (P-3) from Cuba and two StafE members (P-5 and P-3) from Haiti.
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13. The Under-Secretary-General  for  Publ ic  Informat ion has  indicated in
Categorical terms to the Special Political Committee her commitment to achieving
the  wides t  possible geographical  d is t r ibut ion in  the  s taf f ing of  the  Depar tment .
T’*;r following excerpt from her statement of 19 November 1987 is relevant in this
regard:

“The need for the Department of Public Information to reach out to and
communicate with all  the peoples of the world requires the Department to have
ta lent  based on the  fu1.l ranqe of  cul tura l  and linquistic  backgrounds ,  which
only a wide geoqraphical  representation can quarantee. While  the  s i tua t ion  of
the  Depar tment  of  Publ ic  Informat ion is  not  substant ia l ly  di f ferent  f rom that
o f  t he  Sec re t a r i a t  a s  a  who le ,  i t  i s  no t  one  wh ich  fu l l y  s a t i s f i e s  me . I wish
to assure the Committee, therefore, t ha t  I  w i l l  spa re  no  e f fo r t  t o  s eek  a
constant  Improvement  in  th is  reqard . I n  p a r t i c u l a r , I would wish members to
know that I am takinq urgent measures to  redress  the  present  imbalance  a t  the
s e n i o r  ievels.”

Although the question of equitable qeoqraphical distribution must be considered on
a  Sec re t a r i a t -w ide  bas i s , the  objec t ives  out l ined  above wil l  quide  Secretar ia t
units concerned in the implementation of the reform process which is now under way
and which wi l l  be ref lec ted  in  the  revised  es t imates  to  be  considered by the
General  Assembly a t  i t s  for ty- third  sess ion.

14. On the issue of the use of consultants by the Department, a number of comments
were  made re la ted to  the  geographical  imbalance existinq  in  a  l i s t  which circulated
in fo rma l ly  i n  t he  co r r i do r s . The Depar tment  re l ies  on a  var ie ty  of  resources  in
order  to  implement  i t s  proqramme  of  work. The  r egu la r  s t a f f  r e sources  a re
supplemented, as necessary, by short - term temporary ass is tance and by individual
contractors  and consultants,  dependinq on the  par t icular  requi rements . Dur inq
1987, such services have been contracted for on more than 700 occasions, for the
se rv i ce s  o f  i nd iv idua l s  o f  such  va r i ed  sr,ecialized o r  t e chn i ca l  sk i l l s  a s
:ontractual t r a n s l a t o r s ,  p a n e l l i s t s  o n  t e l e v i s i o n  programmes,  r a d i o  o r  v i d e o
n a r r a t o r s , a r t  d e s i q n e r s ,  e t c . In the case of orqanizational manaqement, the study
to  res t ructure  the  Depar tment , t h e  c o s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  the
Secretary-General on programme budqet performance for the biennium 1986-1987
(A/C. 5/42/40/Add.  27)) was entrusted to the newly appointed Under-Secretary-General
and she  was  required to  ac t  expedi t ious ly  in  contractinq  individuals  whose
exper t ise  was personal ly  known to her . The Under-Secretary-General indicated to
t h e  S p e c i a l  P o l i t i c a l  Conuni.ttee t h a t  “ n a t u r a l l y , t h i s  w i l l  n o t  b e  t h e  genrbral
p r a c t i c e  s i n c e , i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  a s  w e l l , I am ful ly  convinced of  the  necess i ty  to
ensure wide geographical representat ion”.

I
f...
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Note5

11 A/42/6 (Sect. 27).

21 Official  Records of  the General  Assembly,  Forty-f i rs t  Seadan,  Supplement
No. 38 (A/41/38).

Y I b i d . ,  para. 9 3 .

Y Ibid. ,  Supplernonta  No. 49 (A/41/49)  l

21 Detailed retipclnses  were provided in writing in some instances. Thetle a r e
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  annox,

/ . .I
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Annex

RESPONSES M QUESTIONS RAISED BY CERTAIN DELEGATIONS IN
THE FIFTH COMMITTEE

I

The representative of Yenya asked amonq  other thinqe, how many anti-apartheid
programmes were currently produced per year, and haw many would be produced under
the new structure of the Depar!meht  of Public Information (DPI).

I t  s h o u l d  be empheeized t ha t  an t i - apa r the id  and  r e l a t ed  proqramnes are
produced not only by the Anti-Apartheid Programme Section of the Radio Service, but
also by other  sec t ions  and units of  the  Service  in  eix off ic ia l  languages and
11 non-official languages hbre in New York, including Seeotho, Setswana, Xhosa and
Zulu.

Table A.1 contains details of DPI products (Headquarters only) for 1986-1987
and eetimatod output for 1988 on the question of apartheid.

Under the new etruc ture, the current output would be maintained and increased
if necessary dependinq on developnentc  concerninq  apartneid  in the United Nations
and in eouthern Africa, ae well as the capacity of radio stations to use in a
coneistent  mantier  tho proqrarmnes  produced by the United Natione Radio Service.
This ie important, since DPI has no direct access to radio and television audiences
and depends  ent i re ly  on nat ional  broadcast ing orqanizstione  for  usage of  its
products.

In 198M,  for example, the Department intends to make available to some of the
front- l ine  State@ a weok ly  te lephone “new8 feed” on developments relatinq to
apar theid  and the  problems of  eouthern Africa. I t  wi l l  also resume product ion  in
Afrikaans if  radio orqanizationa  are  wi l l ing to accept programmea in  that  lanquaqe.

The Department is deeiqninq a new promot ion  and d is t r ibut ion  strategy for  i ts
anti-apartheid information products in other tarqet areaR*

In addi t ion  to  radio  atld press  coverage of  the various act iv i t ies ,  inc luding
reqional  seminar%  f;c.:hedulod  for 1988 in major cities such as Lima, Accra, The Hague
and Nice, a8 w e l l  A:; o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  p r o d u c e  a t  l e a s t
40  opecial  radio  documentar ies  on specif ic  aspects  of apartheid.  The te levis ion
programmes “World Chronicle” and “Or4  in Action” will ales &.wuL~ some segments to
the quest ion  of  apar theid .

A significant element of the 1988 work proqrammee of the Department on the
aueetion  o f  a p a r t h e i d  w i l l  b e  t h e  desiqnation o f  a  f u l l - t i m e  f o c a l  point  f o r
ant i-spar the id activi  tiea,  within the Comnunicat  ions and Proqramne  Manaqement
Services , with emphasis  on an inteqrated  multi-media approach to planninq,
product ion ,  d isseminat ion  and evaluat ion .

/ . . .
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Table A.l. Information producte of DPI at Headquarters on
the questiol&  of apartheid excludinq NGO-related
aativities

Programes 1986 (actual) 1987 (actual) i/ 1988 (planned) k/

1. Red io

a. Doaumentar  i et3 and
feature2
(14-minute
duration)

b. I tems in
maqazinee

0. News items,
including
telephone feeds

i. Televis ion/photos

Film documentary
(30ainute
duration)

b. spots

c .

d.

Feature (30-minute
duration) (El

Regional Magazines
(F)

e. News packages

f . Photo  s l ides ,
s l i d e  s e t s / s h e e t s

882
(Af ,E,A,C,Bq,Ses,
S,Tsw,Xho,Zulu,
PO1 g/

697
(Af ,A,i?q.C,R,SeS

S ,Tsw, Xho, Zulu)

900

197
(A,E,C,F,S,R,Bg
Hi, In,Po)

235
(A,E,C,F,S,RcW!
Hi, In,Po)

225

W,S)

(E,F,S)

(El

3. P r e s s / p u b l i c a t i o n s

40 112
(E,F,S,W

1

1

4

38

13

150

1
(A,F,B) CA,E,F,h

2
(A,E,F,S)

4
(E)

2 10
(F) W,F)

17

5 15

a. Pamphlets : 000 (A), 6 600 (E) 1 000 (A)
(reprint) (copies) 5 000 (F) , 5 000 (S)

2 000 (G) , 2 000 (PO)

7 000

/ . . .
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Programmes 1986 (actual) 1 9 8 7  (aatual) g./ 1988 (planned) &/

b. Pamphle ta t naw) 10 000 (E), 5 000 (PI
(copies) 5 000 (S)

C . Press  relew3ts 77 (E), 59 (F) 15 (El t 11 (F) 1 0 0  (E)
(items) 5 (F)

81 1987 figures are for first quarter only encept for radio programmes  UP  to
November 1987.

iv Planned or estimated 1988/1989  proposed budget.

c/ Languaqesr  A  -  Arabicj  E  -  Enqlish)  F -  Frenah)  Af -  A f r i k a a n s ;
vI - Chinese; Bq - Bengali; Ses - Sesothol S - Spanish; Tsw - Tswanal Xho - Xhosa;
ZUlUl  PO - Portuguese;  A -  Russianj  Hi  -  Hir~Ji;  I n  -  I ndones i an .

/ . . .
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I I

The representative of the Congo wanted to know whether there were in fact
three French language posts in the Radio Service and whether all or some of them
wote occupied. Yea, there are three posts for French language production, two of
which are connected with the African Unit. In  t he  Af r i can  Un i t ,  one  post  i s
occupied while the other is temporarily frozen and against which an SSA is working
u n t i l  t h e  current  f r eeze  i s  l i f t ed  fo r  t h i s  h i g h - p r i o r i t y  p o s t .

He also wanted to know how many posts were envisaged in the new structure for
ptcqramning  in  Engl ish ,  French, Portuguese and Kiswahili . I t  i s  t o o  e a r l y  t o  g o
in to  de ta i l  about  d is t r ibut ion  of  pos ts  in  the new restructurinq.  The asaumption
is that in the newa and feature programninq  there will be radio programmes in both
English and French. In  the  reg iona l  un i t s ,  t he  s i x  o f f i c i a l  l anguaqes  w i l l  be
apr-ad according to the many demands of the relevant areas. For  the  res t  no th ing
has  been finalized  yet , in  par t icular  as regards Swahi l i  and Por tuquene.
Production in these languages will of murse continue.

The representative of the Conqo questioned what he described as the move to
centrallze  progranrming  in DPI while there were moves outside the UN towards
decentralizatlon  in  other  media . His query is related to a comment by the
repreaentative of Kenya (at the 43rd meetinq, on 24 November) that proqrammes
should  not  be  centra l ly  p lanned and merely  t rans la ted  in to  local  Ianquafaea.

DPI does not have the resource8 to provide fu.11 planninq,  research and
p r o d u c t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  each  and  every  l anguage ,  o f f i c i a l  a s  we l l  as
n o n - o f f i c i a l . Sane degree  c;f resource-shar inq has  been and wil l  of  necess i ty  have
to be maintained and even increa,led. Currently, a substantial number of radio
programmes are  being central ly  prLtiucad (for  exanrple ,  ant i -apar theid ,  news and
special thematic progrslmmea)  and adapted into other languages. Many prqrammes ore
adapted, not merely t ransla ted, t o  s u i t  r e g i o n a l  n e e d s . This  i s  ntandard practicti
in national and internat  ional broadcasting organizations.

The Congolese represontative also wanted to know why the television regional
magazines  hdd been abol i shed . They were not. lrbolishedj  in fact, t.hey have been
axpdnded.

With regard to the television programme “United Nations in Action”, which is
dibsemineted  around the  wor ld ,  the  Conqolese  representa t ive  queried  ito
effectiverle~s  a n d  the r e l e v a n c e  o f  i t s  c o n t e n t  i n  c o u n t r i e s  su\:h i16 L%.iw  'Awn. It iR
produced ta have the mont menninyful message on United Nations matters w1t.bI  the
w i d e s t  possit;le  S\I~~~E~KX  everywhetc. Occasionally some i tern:: may r13t always  dpvd1
tCJ certain a u d i e n c e s . Through the use of  local  news !rulletins, its Furrnet.
7i;pec i I i cil lA,lv adapts t o  t.he  requir.ement.s  o f  a  t h r e e - m i n u t e  f o r m a t . . FFI. ot.hor
mar ketG, where th cfurdti3n can b+5 longer , we have weekly prb;>qrammles  like W~rlcl,
Chronicle-...  w* In  prepar ing the  te levis ion maqazines  on devt!loplllen*,  fit ex~rnpJ.e,  th #. 5
JS bt!’ nq dor:e i n  t a n d e m  with o u r  pui,lications  Afr ican  Het::over~  n:\d fievelr>~rn-cJ,~~-I.-w.I.- .._._ -_ . .._
~OL’l~ld dS WC.11 asim-w with radro proyrorrunes  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  samr! i -Y;uc::;.

/ . . .
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Tho Conqolor;c delocpte  asked whether thoro were not African broadcasters in
DPI who could produce television programmes. Wo do havo African journaliato in DPI
scme  of whom ilre producero of radio  and television btoadcaets. They do function as
such,


