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I . IM4’ROWCTION

1. At it5 3rd plenary meeting , on 18 September 1987, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation  of the General Committee, decided to include in the agenda of its
forty-second se86ion, the item entitled:

“Financial emerqency  of the United Nations:

* (a) Report of the Negotiating Committee on the Financial Emetqencp  of the
United Nations;

* (b) Reports of the Secretary-General”

and to allocate it to the Fifth Committee. '

2. For its consideration of the item, the Fifth Coxnittee had before it a report
of the Secretary-General (A/C. S/42/31)  l

3 . The Committee  considered this item at its 56th, li'lth,  59th to Clst and 67th
meetings, on 8 to 11 and 19 December 1987. Comments  and observations made in the
course of the Corenittee's  consideration of the item are reflected in the relevant
summary records of the Fifth Committee (A/C.5/42/SR.56,  57, 59, 60, 61 and 671.

II* CONSIDERATION OF PROF0SALS

4 . At the 67th meeting, on 19 December, the representative of Ghana intraduced  a
draft r+sdution  entitled “Financial emergency of the United Nations”
(A/C. Sjcl?  ‘r,,25) which contained draft resolutions A and B, sponsored by Canada,
Denmark, Fiji, Finland, Ghana, Ireland, Morocco, Norway, Pakistan and Sweden.-I-
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5 . At the same meeting, the reprasontative  of Ghana orally revised draft
resolution A, by ac!dinq two new operative paragraphs as followal

“10. Deoidee to suspend finanoial  regulations 4.3, 4.4 and 5.2 (d) in
reepeut of eurplusae  arleing at the end of the finanoial period 1986-19871

“11. Dsaides further that should the eituatian regarding unpaid
aseessment~prave  in  future , the General Assembly would, at that time,
deoide  on the disposition of tho amounts held in suspense (or portion
t hareof) I ‘I

and operative paraqraph 10 of
pairsgraph  12.

6. At the same meeting, the
preambular paraqraph of draft

“Taking note of the

the drat t reeoluzion was renumbered operative

representative of Yemen propoeeri  that the ninth
resolution A, which read8

viows oxpreeaed in ths Fifth Committee, ”

be revised as follwsr

“Taking into account the views oxpreesod  by Member Statea in tho Fifth
Committee during the forty-second session of tho General Aeeembly,”

The amendment woe accepted by ths sponsors of ttro draft reeolution.

7. At the sam~ meeting, thr represent& ive of the German Democratic! Republic
propoead that  the draft  reoolution be further ravioed by the eubstitution,  in
operative paroqraph 11, for the word VispooitiorP, of tho phraae “return to Member
States”. Tha amendment waa acoepted by the epsnnarn of tho draft resolution.

0. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted, without a vate, the draft
reeo.lutionm in dooument A/C.S/42/L.25,  draft resolution A, as orally revined, and
d:;!Et resolution  I3 ( s ee  para. 8, draf t  resolut ions  A and 8).

III. RECOMMENDATION OF THE FII’TH  CMMITTEE

0. The Fifth Committee recommonda  to tho Gonaral Aeeombly  tha adopt.ion of the
following draft rasolut ionor
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Financial wnerqency  of the United Nationa

A

Einanc ial smerqanoy

The Ganaral Ausembly,

’ Having oonriderrd th6 report of tha Secretary-General on the analynia  of
the financial situation of the United Nakionr, 1/

Rooallinq i t s  rorolutionr 3049 A (XXVII) of 19 Docomber  1972, 3538 (XXX)
of 17 Dooombar  1975, 32/104 of 14 Decrmbrr  1977, 35/113  of 10 December 1980, t
36/116 B of 10 Decrmber  1981, 37/13 of 16 November 1982, 38/226 B of
20 December  1983, 39/239 B of 18 Docomber 1984, 40/241  A and B of
18 Decrmbar 1985 and 41/204 A and I) of 11 Detcomber  1986,

Mindful of the rrport of the Neqotirrtinq Committoo  on the Finanoial
Emerqoncy  of the United Nations z/ and of the viewr exproxmd  by Member  State8
thoraon in  the  Fifth Comnittae a t  the  thtrty-orcond oesaion  of  t h e  Genera l
Aarrmbly, 3J

Raiteratin~ oarliar  appeal@ t o  Mwrbe~  Statsr, without prejudicr to their
porition  of pr in0 iplo, to make  voluntary oontributionr to thm SpQoial Account
r~fOrred  to in annax  VI of the rapott of the Secretary-General on the analyoie
of the fin6ncial  rituation  of thr  United Nationa,  A/

Noting with comern that ths ehort-term deficit of tha Orqrnination,
althouqh marqinrlly  reduord during the year, ir rxpectd to l xccred
$350 million am at 31 December 1987, ,

Concerned at the incrraeinqly precar  iour financial eituation of
peacr-kerpinq  operationa and its l dveree impact on troop contrihutore, i.n

particular on dsvelopinq-aountry troop contributore,

Noting alro with concern tnat dalays and partial  payment  of  aaaese@d
contrlbutiona  continue to create eerious cash-flow problem8 for the
Orqanization,

-

11 A/C.5/42/31.

y gficial  Recorde ok the General Assembly, Thirty-,firrt  Serrion,
Swplomrnt No. 37 (A/31/37).

Y I b i d . , T h i r t y - s e c o n d  Sosalon, F i f t h  Committee,  32nd,  33rd, 35th, 37th,
39th and 60th meetinqr) and ibid. ,  Fifth Comittee,  Sersional Fascicle, corriqendUm.
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COn8iderinq  the pO8Bibility that for many Member States administrative
considerations, inoludinq a calendar difference between the national. fiecal
year and that of the Orqanigation,  may be contributory factore in the delav in
the payment of &88e88ed oontrlbiitions,

Takinq into aocount the view8 expressed by Member  States in the Fifth
Committee durinq the forty-second sesoion of the General Aaeembly,

1. Reaffirm8 its cor#nltment to seek b comprehensive and qenerally
acceptable  solution to the  f inancial  problems of  the  United Nations, based on
the prinoiple  of aol,lective  financial responsibility of Member States and in
etriot compliance with the Chartor  of the United Nations)

2. Urge8  all Member Staten to meet
the Charter I

their financial obliqat ions under

3. $t’&ews  its appeal to all Member. !3tatoo to  make their beet  ef’forte to
0~~r0an6 COnStraLnte to the prompt payment early each year of full aoeoamd
contributions anB of  advancea to  the Workinq Capi ta l  Funds

4. Exoreeeee  its appraciatior,  to all Member ftatea that pay thir
aeeeseed contributiona in full within thirty days of the reaeipt of the
Seoretary-General’8 oommunication, in accordance with regulation 5.4 of the
Financial Requlatione of the United National

5. Requeate  the  Secretary-General ,  in  addit ion to  his  off ic ial
comnunications  to the permanent rupreaentetivee  of Member States,  to approach,
as and when appropriate, the Governmenta of Member Stateo for the purpoe~ of
encouraging expeditious payment in full of aseegaed  contributiona,  in
compliance with regulation 5.4 of the Financial Regulations of tho United
Nat ion81

6. Invite8 Member Statee aleo to provide, in reeponoo to the
Secretary-Oeneral’e  of! f icial communication and conoiotont with mgulation 5.4
of the Financial Requlatione of the United Nations, information reqardinq
their expected pattern of  paymontltl  in  order to  faci l i tate  the  f inancial
planninq b y  t h e  Secretary-General1

7. Requeets the Negotiat  inq Committee on tho Financial Emerqency of the
United Nations to keep the fine.nclal situation  of the Orqanization under
review and to report, as and when appropriate, to  the  Genera l  Assembly!

0. Requests  the Secretary-General  to  submit  t-o the  General  AaDemblY  at
itfl for ty - th ird  session deta i l ed  in format ion  r e l a t i n q  t o  t h e  e x t e n t ,  r a t e  o f
increaee  a n d  compoeition o f  t h e  d e f i c i t  o f  the O r q a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  of
payments of Member States, t h e  cash- f low s i t u a t i o n  and v o l u n t a r y  annt.ributions
received from Member States and other Bourcea pursuant to Aneemhly  reeOlutionR
2053 A (XX) of 15 December 1965 and 3049 A (XXVII) of 1.9 December 1972;

/ . . .
--
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9 . Requests  the Secretary-General to update, as necessarv,  the
information provided in his report I/ on the practices of other otqanizations
of the United Nations system for a&Wing  prompt and full payment of assessed
contributions and to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third session;

10. Decides to suspend financial requlations 4.3, 4.4 and 5.2 (dl in
respect of surplus arisinq at the end of the financial period 1986-1987;

11, Decides further that should the situation reqardinq  unpaid
assessments improve in the future the General Assembly would, at that time,
decide on the return to Member States of the amounts held in suspense (or
portion thereof) ;

i)
12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-third

session the item entitled “Financial emerqency  of the United Nations*.

B

Issue of special postage stamps

The General Assembly’,

Having considered the’ report of the Secretary-General on the analysis of
the financial situation of the United Nations, &/

Recallinq  its resolution 41/204  B of 11 December 1986,

Recwnizinq  that, pending a comprehensive settlement of the differences
that have given rise to the financial emergency of the Orqanization, partial
OK interim steps could enhance the liquidity of the Orqanization and alleviate
its financial difficulties to some extent,

Notinq with satisfaction that the project of the issue of special postaqe
stamps on the critical social and economic crisis in Africa is almost
completed,

1. Recalls its decision, in accordance with its resolution 40/242  of
18 December 1985, to place one half of the revenue earned therefrom at the
disposal of the Secretary-General for the implementation of objectives as
detailed in the Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation in Afrkca, Q/
adopted by the General Assembly on 3 December 1984, and to place the rerraininq
half in a special account;

2. Requests, the Secretary-General to submit a final financial report to
the General Assembly at its forty-third session.

Y Resolution 39/29, annex.


