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International Conference on the Plight of Refugees, Returnees
and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa

The General Assembly,

Gravely  concerned a t  the  deter iora t ing s i tuat ion in  southern Afr ica  ar is ing
from the continued domination and oppression of the peoples of South Africa and
Namibia by the minority rat iet regime  of South Africa,

Conscious  of  the  need to provide  increased ass is tance tc, the  peoples  of  the
region and their liberation movements in their struggle against colonialism, racial
discr iminat ion  and the  pol ic ies  of  apar theid ,

Conscious also of  i t s  responsibi l i ty  to  provide  eccnomic  mater ia l  and
humanitarian aBsistar?ce to independent States in southern Africa in order to assist
them in coping with the situation resulting from the acts of aggression and
destabilization  committed by the apartheid rdgime  of South Africa,

Aware that  apar theid in  south Afr ica , the il legal occupation of Namibia and
acts  ofstabilisation  car  t ied  out  by South Afr ica  and i ts  surrogate  e lements
continue to be the main causes of refuqer-  flows and the displacement of persons in
the southern region of  Afr ica ,

c Submitted on behalf of the Members of the United Nations which are
members of the Group of African States,
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Taking note of the decision by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
o f  t he  Organ i sa t i on  o f  Af r i can  Un i ty  a t  i t s  twen ty - th i rd  o rd ina ry  sos s ion ,  he ld  a t
Addis  Ababa from 27 to 29 July 1987, to convene an International Conference on the
Pl ight  of  Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa and to
enl is t  the  ac t ive  suppor t  of  the  in ternat ional  community, in  particuLar  the  Uni ted
Nations, the United Nations High Conunisaioner  for Refugees and the Southern African
Development Co-ordination Conference, to that end,

Taking note aleo of the decision of the Executive Committee of the Programme
Of the High Commissioner to endorse the proposal for the convening of an
in t e rna t i ona l  con fe r ence  t o  add re s s  t he  spec i f i c  s i t ua t i on  o f  r e fugees  and
disp?aced  persons in  southern Afr ica ,

Appreciat  inq the cur rent efforts of the international community to provide
humani tar ian  ass is tance to  refuqees  and other  persons  displaced by armed conf l ic t
in the countries of southern Africa,

Recognising  that the tasks of caring for refuqees 1s P matter of international
concern  and sol idar i ty  in  keeping wi th  the  Char ter  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions ,
international and regional instruments, in particular the 1951 Convention L/ and
the  1967 Protocol  2/ re la t inq  to  the  Sta tus  of Refugees ,  as  wel l  as  the  1969
Convention of the Orqanization  of African Unity Governing the Specific Aspects of
Refugee Problems in Africa,

Convinced that  there  i s  an  urgent  need for  the  in ternat ional  comunity  to
extend maximum and concerted assistance to southern African countries hostinq
ref uqees, re turnees  and displaced persons  and a lso  to  h ighl ight  the  p l ight  of  the
refugees ,  re turnees  and displaced  persons in  southern Afr ica ,

1. Welcomes the decision taken by the Orqanization of African Unity to
convene in September 1988 an International Conference on the Plight of Refugees,
Returnees and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa)

2. Rei t e r a t e s  i t s  app rec i a t i on  t o  t he  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l  f o r  h i s  e f fo r t s ,  on
behalf  of the  in ternat ional  communi ty , to orqanizo  and mobilize  special programmes
of economic assistance for those African States facing grave economic difEicuLties,
the  f ront- l ine  Sta tes  and other  independent  Sta tes  of  southern  Afr ica  to  help  them
to withs tand the  effects  of  the  acts  of  aggression  and dostabilization  commit ted  by
the apartheid regime of South Africa)

3. Welcomes the  decis ion  of  thf! Execut ive  Committer? of  the  Programno of the
High Commissioner on the International Conference; i/

y United Nat ions ,  Treaty  Scrir?::,  vol . .  L89,  No.  2545,  I’. 150 .

2/ I b i d . ,  v o l . 606, No. 8791, p. 267.

21 A/42/12/Add. 1 ,  para. 209.
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4 . Requests  the  Secretary-General  of the  United  Nat ions ,  in  cloee
CO-operation with the High Commissioner, t o  g ive  a l l  p o s s i b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e
Secretary-General of the Organization  of African Unity in the preparation and
organisation  of  the  Internat ional  Conference)

5 . Appctal@ to all Member States, the  epecialized  agencies  of  the  Uni ted
Nations system and regional, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizatione
to provide all  the necessary support and reeourccc, needed for the convening and
success  of  the  In ternat ional  Conference!

6 . Calls upon the  in ternat ional  communi ty  to  provide  increased ass is tance  to
the  countr ies  of  southern Afr ica  to enable  them to  s t rengthen thei r  capaci ty  t0
provide the  necessary faci l i t ies  and services  for the  care and well -being o f
refugees, re turnees  and displaced persons  in  the i r  countrieol

7 . Requests the Secretary-General to apprise the Economic and Social Count il
a t  i t s  1988 r egu la r  cession  and  t o  r epo r t  t o  t he  Gene ra l  Assembly  a t  i t s
fo r t y - t h i rd  s e s s ion  on  t he  implementat  i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e s o l u t i o n .


