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The meeting was called to order at 3.30 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 12: REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (continued) (A/42/3, 67,
121; A/42/296-5/18873; A/42/391; A/42/402-S/18979; A/42/488, 496, 497, 498 and
Add.1, 499, 504, 506, 556 and Corr.1, 568, 612 and Add.1, 641 and Corr.1, 645, 646,
648, 658, 661, 667 and Corr.1, 677, 685, 690, 725; A/42/734-S/19262; A/C.3/42/1, 6;
A/C,3/42/L.2, L.5, L.8, L.40, L.48, L-50, L.61, L.62)

1. Mr. Bernales EALLESTEROS (Peru), Special Rapporteur appointed to examine the
question of the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and of
impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination, said that the
mandate received by the Commission on Human Rights and the guidelines contained in
the relevant General Assembly resolutions were the frame of reference for his work,
the first stage of which would culminate in the submission of his report to the
forty-fourth session of the Commission on Human Rights. He was fully aware of the
threat that the activities of mercenaries represented for all States, as noted in
Commission on Human Rights resolution 1987716. His initial consultations had
confirmed the particular urgency of dealing with the sensitive situation in
southern Africa with regard to the recruitment, financing, training, assembly,
transit and use of mercenaries, the short- and long-term negative effects on the
economies of the countries concerned and on their independence and territorial
integrity, and the human rights violations which resulted from the use of
mercenaries. He requested the co-operation of'all Member States, especially those
most directly concerned, in identifying the characteristics of mercenarism and the
ways in which it was used to violate human rights and impede the exercise of the
right of peoples to self-determination.

2. Mr. BIERRING (Denmark), speaking on behalf of the twelve States members of the
European Community, said that, by accepting the Charter, States assumed an
obligation to promote human rights, and that violations of those rights were
therefore a legitimate concern of the United Nations. That concern must extend to
all violations, wherever and whenever they occurred and under whatever political or
social system. In recent years, the representatives of a number of States which
had fortunately returned to the values of human rights, democracy and pluralism had
stressed the importance of United Nations involvement in the protection of human
rights in their countries during the time when those rights were being seriously
violated. The testimony of such countries was further evidence that United Nations
examination of the human rights situation in individual countries could not be
regarded as interference in their internal affairs.

3. The concept of human rights denoted, first and foremost, protection of the
individual against the State - not the reverse. The concept of human rights should
not be diluted or distorted by confusing it with other categories of rights.
Although the rights of States were an important area of international law, they
obviously did not belong under the heading of human rights. If the individual
human being was not the principal object of concern, the way lay open to
totalitarian regimes. Whatever ideological banner such,r&gimes went under - of
left or of right - they displayed contempt for the individual and a denial of the
inherent dignity and equality of all human beings.

/ l . .
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4. The proclamation of  universal ly  accepted human r ights  s tandards  had been a
signal achievement of the United Nations. Implementation was now the essential
task, in which the Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and the machinery for monitoring the
implementation of the Xnternational Covenants on Human Rights and other human
ri.ghts instrumente had a crucial role to play. The Twelve considered i t  easent ial
that the necessary resources continue to be made available to maintain and
s trengthen that  machinery. Human r ights  prog.ammes  accounted for  less  than
1 per cent of overall United Nations expenditures and any cut back risked Causinq
disproportionate  h a r m  t o  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s . It was incumbent on all Governments LO
exte.ld  t h e i r  f u l l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  r a p p o r t e u r s  a n d  sW?ial
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . It was important to recall, however, that a Government’e
co-operat ion did  not  in  i t se l f  mean that  the si tuat ion of  human r ights  in  i t s
country had improved

5. The documents  prepared for  the  forty-third sess ion of  the  Commission  on Human
Rights  concerning torture, forced or involuntary  disappearances, summary or
arbi trary  execut ions and intolerance or  discr iminat ion based on rel ig ion or  bel ief
had been of great benefit to the Commission’s work. In future,  i t  would be
appropriate  to  make those  reports  avai lable  to  the General  Assembly as  wel l .

6. The adoption by the General Assembly of the Conven: ion againat TorLu,‘e and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment had been a major advance
in  the  codif icat ion of  universal  human r ights standards.  The extension of  the
mandate  of  the Special  Rapporteur  on torture test i f ied to  the  determinat ion of  the
C o m m i s s i o n  t o  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  e r a d i c a t e  tha t  e v i l  p r a c t i c e .  In
that  connect ion, the Twelve appealed to all Governments, non-governlnental
organisat ions  and indiv iduals  to contribucs  to the United Nations  Voluntary Fund
for  Vict ims of  Torture.

7. The appointment of a Special Rapporteur on religious intolerance had added an
important new mechanism to the Commission’s thematin approach. Tho Twelve welcomed
t h e  S p e c i a l  Rapporteur’s  f i r s t  r e p o r t , wh i ch  includea  a n  e x c e l l e n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e
problem.

8. The urgency of the problem of summary or arbitrary executions required that
the international community continue to monitor the situation in that regard.
Since al l  Member States  supported the annual  resolut ion on that  issue,  the Twelve
cal led on them in  good fa i th  to  implement  what  they had freely  accepted,  by
bringing an end to summary or arbitrary executions.

9. The Twelve commended the responsible approach taken to ita mandate by the
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. The Twelve urqed al l
Governments concerned to respond favourably to the Group’s reqliest for visits and
cal led on the Secretariat  to  ensure that  the Group was able to maintain i ts  ncrmal
schedule of work.

1c. The Governments of the Twelve were all parties to the European Convention for
the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms ,  which was  far-reaching not

/ . . .
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only in it8 Scope but 8180 in its l nforcament imohinery. Experience with that
Coqvontion  had l trenpthaned the Twolva’a  conviction that ratification of human
rights instruments was not onought  they must be implemented.

11. In the Soviet Union and other Ea8tern  European States, although human rights
were guaranteed in  theory in their oonat i tut iona, fundamental rights and freedoms
were not  being duly  respected in  pract ice. Some progress had been made, but many
s i tuat ions  cont inued to give  r i se  to  grave  concern ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n
Romania, which had ceoently been the subject of a number of disturbing reports.

12. The Twelve cont inued to  cal l  for  the implementat ion of  the r ight  to  be
reunited with one’s family, for freeddab  of movement within each country, for
freedom to  leave  and return to  one’s  own country, f o r  t h e  r i g h t  f r e e l y  t o  p r o f e s s
a n d  p r a c t i s e  a  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  freely t o  rnceive  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n
and the right to exercise and defend htiman  right8 without harassment or
persecution.

13. The Twelve  underl ined the particular  importancrt  they attached to the r ight  to
set  up free  and demooratic  trade uniona. In many countries, trade union!ata  were
particularly vulnerable because they defended noi: only their own rights but also
those of others. The international community mriat  see to it that they were
protected against harassment, detention or worse,

14. With regard to the violation of human rights in South Africa, the Twelvr  had
on sewral  occas ions  expreaeed their  revuls ion at  apartheid and their  convict ion
that it must be abolished. They had made their viewa clear to the South African
Government and had worked to promote a genuine national dialogue, conducive to the
achievement  of  l iberty  and social just ice for  a l l . The recent release of some
political pri8onera  might indicate that the South African Government was beginning
t o  s e e  t h a t  i t s  r e p r e s s i v e  p o l i c i e s  c o u l d  o n l y  l e a d  t o  f u r t h e r  t r a g e d y  for a l l
South Af r icana. Fundamental change was also inevitable in Namibia, where  the
people  must be al lowed to  exercise their  r ight  of  se l f -determinat ion in  accordance
with the United Nations  plan contained in Security Council resolution 435 (1978).

15. The Twelve were deeply concern&  at the many reports on the increasing climate
of  tens ion in  the  Arab terr i tor ies  occupied by Israel  eince  1967.  The Tuelvr  had
fol lowed with part iaular  at tent ion the tragic events  at  Bir  Zeit Univerelty and
Bethlehem Univerrity. The methods used to control. demonstrations staged by student8
and other groups, the incrafaaing  freqrletrcy and duration of university closures and
the dis turbing reports  on interrogat ion methods  and unsat is factory prison
condit ions  were of  part icular  conaern. Although the Twelve deplored all act8 2”
violence,  thrty could not  fa i l  to note that  the unrest  was to a  large  extent  due to
spontaneous reactions arising from legitimate sentiments among the Palestinians.

16. With regard to the t-uman rights situation in Afghanistan, the ,Twelve welcomed
the fact that the Afghan authorities had, for thn first time, begun to extend
co-operat ion to  the  Special  Representat ive  by invit ing him to  v is i t  the country.
Nevertheless ,  that  s tep,  together  with  the reported reduct ion in  the number of
p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s ,  d i d  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  funda&blentally h o r r i f y i n g  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e

/ ..*
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cont inued denial  of the sights of the Afghan people, both by the author ities  in
Kabul and by the occupying forces. Mil l ions  of Afghans  had fled the  country,
torture cont inued to  be pract ised ryatematical ly ,  and severe suffer ing had been
caused to  the c iv i l ian populat ion through indiscr iminate  bombardment. The use of
certain  incendiary weapons  and booby-trap toya were al l  reported to  cont inue,  and
there were reports of the destruction of cultural property. There was no doubt
that  the General  Assembly should retain  the i tem on i t s  agenda. Even more cr i t ical
was the need for the Soviet occupying forces to withdraw immediately.

17. Concerning the situation in Kampuchea, the Twelve shared the abhorrence felt
by the world community at  the terr ible  abuses  inf l icted in  the past  by Pol  PO’ and
the Khmer Rouge. That  was no justification,  however,  for Viet  Nam’a  i l legal
occupat ion of  Kampuchea or  i t s  imposi t ion of  an i l legi t imate  riqime. The ‘Rrelve
were also concerned about human rights violations in Viet Nam,  where thousands of
people  had been detained without  tr ia l  s ince  1975 and were being subjected to  h‘trsh
treatment. The Twelve welcomed the recent amnesty and hoped that all poliitcal
prisoners would be released.

18. With regard to the situation in Iran , the Twelve noted that the Government had
entered into l imited contact  with the Special  Representat ive7 that  had not entai led
any ret1 co-operation on human rights issues, however. Such de facto lack of-m
en-operat ion wan regret table ,  aa was the  refusal  to  a l low the Special
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  v i s i t  I r a n . The Twelve  rei terated their  v iew that  Iran was
legal ly  bound to  respect  a l l  provis ions  of  the Universal  Declarat ion of Human
Rights , the International Covenants on Human Rights and the other human rights
instruments  to  which i t  was  a party.  Unfortunately .  there  cont inued to  be  reports
of summary and arbitrarv executions and the use of torture and arbitrary detention
i n  I r an . In particular, there was persecution of minority groups, such as the
?aha’is, who were being eubjeoted to  systematic  and harsh discr iminat ion solely
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h . The situation was further aggravated by the lack of an
independent  judic iary and the fact  that  chi ldren were being conscripted and sent
i n t o  b a t t l e . The Twelve once again urged the Itanian Government to extend its full
co-operat ion to  the  Special  Representa+.ive  and, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t o  i n v i t e  h i m  t o
v i s i t  I r a n .

19. The Twelve were also concerned about human rights violations in certain other
countr ies  in  the  same region. The absence of’ reports on those situations did not
mean that human rights and fundamental freedoms were being fully respected.

20. With regard to Central America, the European Community and ite member States
h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p o l i t i c a l  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o
underline their support for the peace process, i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s t a b i l i t y ,
pluralist democracy and  human rights. The Twelve believed that the Esquipulas II
agreement signed by the five Central American Presidents on 7 August 1987 was a
very  important  s tep towards the establ ishment  of a cl imate  of  mutual  trust ,  and
urged the f ive  Central  American countr ies  and al l  countr ies  with  l inks  to  and
i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  i n  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  a g r e e m e n t
into last ing peace and plural is t  democracy, with  ful l  respect  for  human rights  and
fundamental freedoms.

/ . . .
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21. He expressed the Twelve’s  appreciat ion for  the  co-operat ion which the
Government of El Salvador had continued to extend to the Special Representative,
whose report  had concluded that  the const i tut ional  authori t ies  of  El Salvador,
under the process  of  democrat ic  normal isat ion ,  remained f irmly  committeLl  to  a
policy  of respect for human rights. Tha number of assassinations had decreased and
the regular army was endeavouring to apply humanitarian standards in the conduct of
h o s t i l i t i e s .  H o w e v e r , that  had not prevented unjust i f iable  cases  of  c iv i l ian
c a s u a l t i e s . There were,  regrettably,  indicat ions  of  a  resurgence of  “death squad”
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d ,  i n  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n , the Twelve urged the Government of El Salvador
to spare no efforts  to  apprehend and prosecute  the  perpetrators  of  the  recent
assassination of the leader of the non-governmental Human Rights Commission.

22. Although the  number of  polit ical  prisoners  in  121  Salvador had decreased,  there
were reports of extreme psychological pressure  on some of those prisoners.
Moreover,  the  cr iminal  just ice  syntem remained highly  unsat i s factory. The Twelve
welcomed the recent  release  of  pol i t ical  pr isoners  under  the  amnesty,  but  urged the
Government to implement the amnesty in a way which guaranteed that all past human
r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  w e r e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  sad  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s  b r o u g h t  t o  j u s t i c e .

23. The Special  Representat ive’s  report  noted that  the guerrilla  forces were
responsible for acts, such as the laying of mines ,  which ser iously  contravened the
norms of humanitarian law. The Twelve called upon both side8  to observe
scrupulously  the  relevant  internat ional  norms of humanitarian treatment  as  set
forth in  the  Geneva Convent ions  and the Addit ional  Protocols  thereto.  They
welcomed the resumption in October 1987 of the dialogue between the Government and
oppositLo7  forces within the framework of the Eaquipulas II agreement, and hoped
that  the recent  suspension of that  dialogue was only  temporary.

24. With regard to the situation in Guatemala , the Twelve acknowledged the good
intentions of and the efforts so far made by the Government but were concerned at
reports submitted to the Commission on Human Rights which indicated that serious
violations of human rights, although fewer in number, continued to occur. They
urged the Guatemalan Government to spare no effort to implement fully the
commitments  i t  had assumed in  the f ie ld  of human r ights  and hoped that  a l l  sectors
of  Guatemalan society  would play their  part  in  those  efforts.

2s. The Twelve welcomed the Chilean Government’s co-operation with the Special
Rapporteur on Chile and hoped that it would continue. Nevertheless ,  the Special
Rapportour’s  report  bore test imony to  the fact  that  the human r ights  situat ion ill
Chile remained a matter for deep concern. There continued to be many allegations
of  human r ights  v iolat ions  and there had been no s ignif icant  change in  the  bas ic
p o l i t i c a l  or  l e g a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  C h i l e . Signif  icant numbers  of  pol i t ical  pr isoners
remained in  detent ion and there  were cont inued reports  of  torture  and i l l - treatment
of detainees . The re-emergence of right-wing death squads was also an alarming
development .

26. The Twelve believed that the Chilean Government’s actions were intended to
harass  and int imidate  i t s  democrat ic  opponents , something that  would only  intens i fy
p o l i t i c a l  polarization  a n d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r i s k  o f  f u r t h e r  v i o l e n c e .  T h e y  r e i t e r a t e d

/ . . .
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their hope that the Government would charge or release all those who had been
a r b i t r a r i l y  d e t a i n e d . In  p‘ rticular,  t h e y  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  C h i l e a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o
establ ish and publ ish forthwith the ful l  facts  about the cmes of  Rodrigo  Rojas and
Carmen Quintana, who had allegedly been burned by an army patrol in July 1986. The
Twelve  a lso  underl ined the need for  the  Chi lean judic ia l  syrtem to regain i ts
independence.

27. I t  w a s  a ’ a a d  f a c t  t h a t  s y s t e m a t i c  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t i e s ,  t y r a n n y ,
oppress ion and indiscr iminate  v iolence pers is ted in  many COUntrieB. It was
t h e r e f o r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  i n t e n s i f y  effort5 t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
Nations  to  respond promptly  and effect ively  to  a l l  v iolat ions  of human r ights ,
wherever they occurred. Such an undertaking required pol i t ical  wi l l  and,  above
al l ,  ful l  compliance by Governments  with  their  obl igat ions  under the Charter  to
protect and promote human rights.

28. Mr. MALBURET  (France)  sa id  that  his  delegat ion supported ful ly  the posi t ions
expressed by the representat ive  of  Denmark in  his  s tatement. On the eve of the
fort ieth  anniversary of  the  Universal  Declarat ion of  Human Rights ,  i t  was
appropriate  to  consider  what  progress ‘Iad been made towards achievement of the
universal i ty  of  human r ights . Underlying that  and other  declarat ions  was  the idea
that  individuals  must be protected against  the excesses  of  Governments. In recent
years , a  theory had been advanced according to  which c iv i l  and pol i t ical  r ights
could not  exis t  i f  e lementary freedoms, such as the right to housing, work and
health,  had not  been atta ined. In other words, it was more urgent to feed a
s tarving man than to  give  him the r ight  to  vote . Reality, however, had shown that
argument  to  be  fa l lacious . I n  f a c t ,  c i v i l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  r e p r e s e n t e d
imperatives imposed on States and could be proclaimed regardless of the economic
development  of  a  society . C i v i l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  a n d  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d
cultural  r ights  were inseparably  l inked and any attempt  to  pi t  one set  of  r ights
against  the  other  must  be re jected.

29. Most  countr ies  of  the world current ly  subrcribed  to  the  valuer  embodied in  the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, b u t  t h e r e  Gas s t i l l  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s p a r i t y
between what  was  acknowledged a+ the internat ional  level ,  including the United
Nations,  and the corresponding progress  with regard to  actual  respect  for  human
rights  in  the  world. Al l  too often at  the  United Nations  the  language of  human
rights was constructed in such a way as to conceal or justify human rights
v i o l a t i o n s . T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s e l e c t i v e  i n d i g n a t i o n ,  which consis ted of s ingl ing out
only  the  most  visible  human r ights  v iolat ions , was not unknown within the
Organization  e i t h e r . There was also the danger that the issue might become
politicized,  something which was  part icularly  r i sky in  the  area of  human rightr.
France bel ieved that  i t  was  urgent  to  reaff irm the importance of  the  universal i ty
of  human r ights  and was  resolved to  support  a l l  ef forts  to  promote those  r ights ,
part icularly  within  the framework of  the  United Nations.

30. Efforts  should be made to  increase  implementat ion both (r~ internat ional  human
rights  instruments  and of  the  resolut ions  adopted by the United Nations  concerning
the most  intolerable  human r ights  v iolat ions. Foremost among those violations was
torture which,  according to  certain  reports ,  was  pract ised in  almost  one third of

/ . . .
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the Skate5  Merbers of the United Nations. Mass imprisonments, the use of
psychiatry  for  repress ive  ends, d e p o r t a t i o n  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  SummarY
01:  arbitrary  executions and forced or involuntary dhapmaranct3  constituted other

eerinus  assaults  on human r ights . France supported ful ly  the resolut ions
condemning those practices. Other pract ices ,  such as  total i tarianism and
oppress ion of the  indiv idual  bi the Stat9,  which were lera vis ible  than the
egregious violations denounced by special rapporteurs ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  e q u a l l y  s e r i o u s
threats to human rights and should be condemned.

31. The most basic human rights were the right to life and the right to security.
The means of evaluating the degree to which those  r ights  were being rec,Pected  was
tragically eimplo and consisted of measuring the number of deaths due to
repress ion,  the  number of  pol i t ical  prieouers  and the number of refugees  forced to
f lee  their  country in  order  to  escape oppress ion. Afghanistan current ly  ranked
first by number of vi-time, followed by Ethiopia, Viet  Nam, Kampuchea and others.
The situation in South Africa was equally alarming. France condemned unequivocally
all violations of human rights in South Africa and reiterated its abhorrence of
apartheid. Together  with  i t s  European partnerr,  i t  had s teppe* up plitical
measures and economic pressures aimed at forcing the South Afr&an CoVernnent  to
put  an  end t o  i t s  r a c i s t  rdgime. France was also concerned at  the s i tuat ions  Sn
Chi le  and Irqn. It  deeply  regret ted lran’s cont inued reluctance to  co-operate  with
the Special  Representat ive.

32. *he organizat!ons  which worked to promote respect for human rights and to aid
victi f  vio.l.atione  were  one of the most  enmouragirg  s igns  of  the  internat ional
commun--9’s desire to bring  about greater respect for human rights in the world.
Unfortunately, in many regions of the world, volunteers who worked for those
organizationa  were  prev3ntod  from doing their  jobs by States  which tr ied to  divert
assistance or by groups which did not hesitate to resort to measures such as
kidnapping or blackmail. Such practices must be condemned, by the United Nations
i n  p a r t i c u l a r . The disappearance of  internat ional  c iv i l  servants  was  another  human
rights abuse which affected the United Nations directly and which it should condemn
as a grave:  assault  on the basic  rules  governing tnternati,onal  InriitUtiOns.

33. With respect  to  the draft  convent ion on the r ights  of  the  chi ld,  which rlad
been under consideration by the Commission on Human Rights for the past eight
years, his delegation hoped that the General Assembly would call on the Commission
to conclude i ts  work on that  quest ion and adopt  the draft  convent ion at  i t s  next
s e s s i o n .

34. fir.  DE AZAMBUJA (Brazil) said that, of all the activities carried out by the
United Nations, those in the sphere of human rights were not’ only among its noblest
but  a lso  among i ts  most  successful . Although progress might seem slow to the
casual  observer, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other instruments
and undertakings  represer.  ed impress ive  accomplishments  in  set t ing s tandards  for
rex,>ect  for human right-. Although some of  those  instruments  required further
refinement, in  their  current  form they const i tuted a  comprehensive  and t ime-tested
body of  legal  doctr ine.
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35. In hia capacity aa Scazil’s  representative on the Cmmlrrim  or Human Rights,
he rtrerhed  his  Government’s  fu l l  recognit ion of the oaapetence  of mult i lateral
international bodies in the defence and promotion of human rights. Although the
fundamental role of guarantor and defender of human right8 belonged to each State,
internat ional  co-operat ion in  that  area could and rhould make  an important
contr ibut ion. AS  long as  ethical  considerat ions  and object ive  procedurem  prevai led
over propagandist ic  a ims and narrow tact ical  objectivea,  Bramil  recognised ful ly
the cosVetenc&  of  t’.e United  Nations  and i ts  representat ivea to  monitor  and
consider  v iolat ions  of  human r ights .

36. Brazil maintained that the appointmen’ ?I! s p e c i a l  r a p p o r t e u r a  o r  special
representatives should not be viewed aa a weapon of the international community
again& certain Governments end their policies. It was,  however,  important  for the
international community to avoid politicisation when determining the mandate of a
special  rapporteur  or  ropreaentat ive .

37. Bras11 commended the work of the specir’ rapporteurr and repro8entatives  on
Iran, Afghanistan, Chile and El Salvador. Their  reports  were balanced and
objective and the sobriety and pertinence of their conclusions and roccmmendatione
testified eloquently to the fact that their mandates in no way ran counter to the
sovereignty  of  any given State . The report on Iran brought to light not only
concerm  but also some positive development8 in the country’s internal situation
that would otherwise have gone unnoticed by the international community. He hoped
that, in future, the Iranlan Government would co-operate more fully with the
Special  Representat ive. The report on Afghanistan differed l ub8tantially from
those submitted in previous years because the Special Rapporteut  had beon  allowed
to v is i t  the country. Brazil shared his grave concern regzrdlng  the human rights
situation in Afghanistan, but commended the Afghan Government for ita co-operation
with the Special Rapporteur. Brazil also rhared the concerns of the Special
Rapporteur  regarding the  pers is tence of  grave  irregular i t ies  in  Chi le  and hoped
that  complete  restorat ion of  a  plural is t ic  democracy in  that  country would
guarantee full enjoyment of human rights. .

38. With regard to the report on El Salvador, h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  h a d  p a r t i c u l a r l y
appreciated the at tent ion devoted by the Special  Reprementative  to  the
Esquipulas  II  agreement  a imed at  establ ishing a  f irm and last ing peace in  Central
America . His  delegat ion bel ieved that  the  oituation  in El Balvador should be
viewed within the broader context of thn  pursuit of peace, freedom,
self-determination and human rights in Central America. Xt hoped that the Third
Committee would examine the situation in El Salvador in such a manner as to avoid
undermining or partially prejudging the outcome of the vast co-operative programme
for peace and justice’&rrently  under way in Central America.

39. Mr. NOWORYTA (Poland) drew attention to Economic and Social Council
resolut ion 1987/42,  ent i t led “Need to  enhance internat ional  co-operat ion in  the
f i e l d  o f  t h e  proteqtion  o f  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  f a m i l y ” . Among other thinga,  it
requested the  Secretary-General  to  prepare a  report  for  the  forty-third sess ion of

I the  Generrl  Assembly with  a  v iew to  the poss ible  proclamation of  an internat ional
year  of  the family . Poland had been one of  the  co-sponsors  of  that  resolutf9n.
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40. The family  was  II bas ic  social  unit  that  varied from one society  to  another
according to  cul ture, religion and rocio-economic development. It performed mar.y
funct ions  and assured the biological  future  of society .

41. One of the basic functions of the family was the maintenance of Cultural
c o n t i n u i t y . Much of a child’s learning occurred within that context and it was
there that the procemsaa of mcialiaation and poraonality formation took place.
The family  a lso  provided emotional  support  and securi ty  and the fact  that  most
juveni le  del inquents  same frcm broken homes or  trom unstable  famil ies  indicated
that  a  cohesive  and balanced family  a lso  prevented behavioural  deviat ions.

42. The economic functions of families were linked to a large extent with their
productive functione, which were related in turn to national economic processes
and,  therefore,  to  internat ional  economic co-operat ion. The family was thus linked
with many current world problems , ruch as the imbalance between economic
development and nutritional needs, population growth disproportionate to economic
capacity, health problemo and the enormous disparity between the cost of meeting
families’ material needs and the enormous expenditure on arms.

43. Rapid changes in the form of the family, determined by social, economic,
cul tural  and other  processes , of ten gave r ise  to  ta lk of a cris i s  in  marriage and
the family . However, i n  s p i t e  of  divorce,  i l l e g i t i m a t e  b i r ths  a n d  the i n c r e a s i n g
t rend towarde cohabitat ion,  marriage cont inued to  be the universal  bas is  of  the
family  and an increas ing trend towards  equal i ty  was  ref lected,  especial ly  among
younger people, in a genuine partnership  between parents with regard to the
educat ional  and economic funct ions  of  the  family.

44. DearLng in mind Poland’5  own interest in the family and its Government’s
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  tha t  respec t ,  h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  c a l l e d  t o r  a  s u s t a i n e d ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
investigation  to pinpoint  the  needs  of  the  family  and the poss ible  dangers  to  which
i t  WAS exp08ea. An exchange of experience could lead to draft proposals for
p r a c t i c a l  a c t i o n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  f a m i l i e s .

45. Proclamation of  an internat ional  year  of  the  family  would nerve to  upgrade i t s
social  s tatus ,  whi le  promoting act iv i t ies  to  ensure basic  material  condit ions  and
mo ! ef fect ive  caring and educat ive  funct ions. It  might also  help to  reduce Crime,
drug addiction and prostitution, among other things.

46. The arguments in  favour  of  an internat ional  year  of  the  family  were consis tent
with recent L’NESCO  resolutions and would provide an opportunity to aasess
implementation of the resolutions adopted 80 far with regaro ..J women, young
people,  chi ldren and the disabled.

47. Mr.  HAMER  (Netherlands)  said that  the s i tuat ion with regard to  chi ldren
detained under the state of emergency in South Africa merited special attention.
There was overwhelming evidence to counteract the suggestion by the South African
government  that  reports  were fa lse , biased or merely exaggerated. Although some
child detainees had been released in 1986 and 1987, othere had been arrested in
their  place or  taken into  detent ion for  a  second t ime. Hia d e l e g a t i o n  c a l l e d  U p o n
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the South African authorities to bring an immediate end to the random arrelt~
detention and mistreatment of children and to take steps to control and discipl;.le
t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s .

48. Hi8 delegat ion expressed part icular  concern at  the cont inued campaign of
persecut ion directed against  the  Baha’i  community  in  Irsu. The report  on Iran by
the Special  Pepresentative test i f ied to  the  absenoe of  redress  or  protect ion for
Baha’i  c i t izens  against  discr iminat ion,  v iolence and murder. Such grave v iolat ions
of  fundamental  r ights  were generated by a cl imate of violent  religioUn
intolerance. Accordingly, all delegations should support the draft reBOlUtiOn  on
Iran, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r e l i g i o n  o r  p o l i t i c s .

49. With regard to the scarce respect for human rights world wide, he said that
the fortieth  anniversary of ths Universsl  Deolsration would be an appropriate time
to assess practical achievements and to consider possible ways of enhancing the
effectiveness of existing mechsnisms  to deal with the most obnoxious forms of human
rights  abuser torture, summary or arbitrary executions snd disappearances. The
urgent appeals procedures could be expanded.

50. Attention should also be focused on a number of problems connected with the
grey area between individual human rights and the power of the State over the
i n d i v i d u a l . Those included capital  punishment ,  corporal  punishment,  conscient ious
object ion and the r ight  to  leave one’s  country and to  return to it.

51. The Commission on Human Rights in 1987 had appealed to States to recognise the
legitimacy of conscientious objection, to introduce various forms of alternative
service  and to  s top imprisoning conscient ious  objectors .

52. Less encouraging was the lack of progress with regard to capital and corporal
punishment. The Sub-Commission had decided not to aat upon the proposal to draft a
second opt ional  protocol  to  the Internat ional  Covenant on Civi l  and Pol i t ical
Rights  with  a  v iew to abol ishing the death penalty. It  was  regrettsble  that  even a
protocol  that  bound only  l ike-minded States seenied to const i tute  a  threat  as  far  as
the  retent ionis ts  were concerned. However, sn optional protocol might not go far
enough. A new, additional standard might be worked out , whereby no State should
t a k e  t h e  l i v e s  of  i t s  citisens. There was overwhelming evidence that the death
penalty did not have a special deterrent effect on violent crime.

53. With regard to corporal punishment, he  said that  even 40 years after  the
adopt ion of  the  Universal  Declarat ion, there  was  s t i l l  no def ini t ion of  such
punishment  in  internat ional  law. There was also some doubt as to whether lawful
sanct ions  could include corporal  punishment, despite the fact  that  such sanct ions
contravened article 4 of the Universal Declarstion. Although any di8cus8ion  Of the
m a t t e r  h a d  d e l i c a t e  r e l i g i o u s  i m p l i c a t i o n s , it was importsnt  not  to  assume that  the
demands of international law and those of religion were necessarily incompatible.

54. He paid special  tr ibute  to  the  non-governmental  organisat ions  working in  the
field of human tights. Their  special role  ref lected the  increas ing weight  of  world
publ ic  opinion in  human r ights  i ssues . The accuracy of their factual material was
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remarkable since Governments were ususlly very secretive about their human rights
abuses a He also praised writers and journalists as defenders of human rights;
their cultural prominence often made them the first to suffer the repressive
ref lexes  of  undemocrat ic  Statea.

55. He expressed concern with regard to reports of summary l xecutiuns in Suriname
and hoped that thn forthcoming general elections  Would lead to a return to
democracy and respect for human rights in that country.

56. Mr. DOST (Afghanistan) said that Afghanistan was a party to all the- -
internat ional  human r ights  instruments , exoept those which conflicted with the
t e n e t s  o f  t h e  shariah. Afghsnistan’r  own laws provided for str ict  observance of
n a t i o n a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  t rad i t ions , the  f ree establ ishment  and
act iv i t ies  of  pol i t ical  parties and a free press. T h e  r i g h t  t o  l i f e ,  r i g h t  t o  f ree
speech and other  democrat ic  r ights  were all enshrined in  various  laws and
scrupulously observed in practice. Although Is lam was the  of f ic ia l  re l ig ion of
Afghanistan,  the  fol lowers  of other  re l ig ions  enjoyed ful l  f reedom of  worship. The
democratisation process was continuing and elections were currently being held for
the Grand Assembly, which would approve the new Constitution and elect the
President.

57. Under the  pol icy  of national  reconciliat(on,  normal ,  s table  condit ions  were
returning. However, a cease-fire declared by the Government had been violated
repeatedly by a number of extremist groups, d e s p i t e  b e i n g  s t r i c t l y  o b s e r v e d  b y
Government forces throughout the oountry. A general amnesty had been proclaimed
for prisoners accused or convicted of crimes against public security, as a result
of which over 6,000 prisoners had been released.

58. With a view to achieving a peaceful settlement of internal problems,
Afghanistan was committed to establishing a coalition Governmsnt  with members of
the opposi t ion, and to that end, the current Government had made a number of
c a b i n e t  p o s t s  a v a i l a b l e .

59. Almost  90,000 refugees:  had returned to  Afghanistan,  a  special  minis ter ial
department  having been set  up to  adminis ter  their  affairs.  Their prOp@rtY  wa*
being returned to them and they were exempt from payment of debts or taxes from
previous  years . No group of individual would be prosecuted for esrli@r
a c t i v i t i e s . Over 30,000 former armed opponents had joined the process of national
reconciliation and four former leaders had been appointed governors of prOVinC@S*

60. The Government had made every effort to expedite the successful oonclusion  of
the Geneva talks between Afghsnistan and Pakistan with a view to achieving a
p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n . Significant progress had been made
and the bas is  for  a  comprehensive  pol i t ical  set t lement  was  nearing cOmpl@tiOn.
There were realistic hopes of an early achievement of such a settlement, which
would bring peace and tranguillity  to the Afghan people.

61. The latest report on Afghanistan Ly the Special Rapporteur (A/42/667) had
r e f l e c t e d  soms o f  h i s  d e l e g a t i o n ’ s  o b s e r v a t i o n s . Nevertheless , t h e  o b j e c t i v e
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realities and the s eps taken by the Government to safeguard human rights had not
been fu l ly  reported.  Above al l , &he root cause of the threat to human rights,
namely, interference from abroad, including organised acts of  violence,  was  ignored.

62. The draft  resolut ion on the so-cal led s i tuat ion of  human r ights  in  Afghanistan
dis,*egarded  the effective policy adopted by the Afghan Government, including the
p o l i c y  o f  n a t i o n a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . It  a lso  disregarded the fact that  relir;!on and
rel ig ious  pract ices  were in  no way restr icted,  as was clearly shown in
paragraphs 67 and 68 of the report. An attempt was again being made to divert
attent ion from the gross  v iolat ions  of  human r ights , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  to  l i f e ,
caused by groups armed and financed from abroad. The  t ex t  wau politicslly
motivated and did  nothing to  help resolve  the s i tuat ion. His  delegat ion could  not
support  i t ,  al though i t  was  ready,  as  in  the past, to  co-operate  with  the united
Nations and with the Special Rapporteur.

63. The Government and the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan were earnestly
str iv ing to  create  peaceful  condit ions  for  the  Afghan people,  in  which the welfare
of  the  indiv idual  and society  could be  pursued with  freedom, equal i ty  and just ice.
The programme for national reconciliation was the only realistic means to that end.

64. Mr. VREEDZAM  (Suriname) ,  speaking in  exercise  of the  r ight  of reply,  said
that  the Special  Rapporteur  referred to  by the representat ive  of the Netherlands
was required to report first of all to the Commission on Human Rights} it was
a s t o n i s h i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e , that the Netherlands delegation should imply that it was
already aware of the report*8  contents. Nhile  Suriname was always prepared to
observe the norms of international human rights instruments, it rejected any
comments by the delegations of countries which adopted double standards,
particularly those of former colonial Powers who ipso facto had blood on their
hands.

65. Mr.  HANER (Netherlands)  explained that  he had said merely that  reports of the
events in Suriname had aroused concern in the Netherlands.

66. Mr. VREEDZAAN  (Suriname, s a i d  t h a t  h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  r e j e c t e d  a l l  o b s e r v a t i o n s
made by representatives of a former colonial Power which saw fit t0 lecture others
on the very r ights  that  i t  had been v iolat ing for  some 300 yearu.

AGENDA ITEM 91: IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION  OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO
SELF-DETHRMINATION  AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE M COLONIAL COUNTRIES
AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS; RRPDRTS  OF
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continu%l)  (A/C.3/42/L.lS/Rev.2  and Rev.3, L.69)

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.lS/Rev.3

67. Mr. STIRLINU  (United States of America), i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n
A/C.3/42/L.lS/Rev.3,  said that, f o l l o w i n g  t h e  suspension  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  d r a f t
resolut ion A/C.3/42/L.15/Rev.2,  the sponsors  had held further  inte;rsive  informal
consultations and had taken note of many suggestions and proposals. The outcome
was a text  di f ferent  in  many respects  f rom the previous  vers ions7 It  included
references  to  apartheid  and to  General  Assembly  resolut ion 1514 (XV).  Operat ive
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paragraphs 10 and 1.4 had ken amended in the light of observations by the
delegation of Cameroon) and a reference was made, in operative paragraph 11, to the
Declaration on Prinoiples  of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Co-operation among Skates in accordance with the Chartor  of the United Nations.

68. T h e  rponror8  homd tha t ,  aa a  resu l t  o f  the  tex tua l  r e v i s i o n s  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t
of u,lderatanding  they had shown, draft  resolut ion A/C.3/42/L.15/Rev.3  could be
adopted by consenaua.

AGENDA ITBM  991  HUMAN RIGHTS AND SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS:
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/C. 3/42/L. 5Sr  L. 59)

Malt r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.58

69. Mr. YAROVLEV  (Union of Soviet  Social i s t  Republ ics) ,  introducing draft
resolut ion A/C.3/42/L.58,  aaid that  the sponsors were grateful  for  a l l  the  v iews
expressed during the draft ing of  the  text ,  which was aimed at  achieving adopt ion by
concrenuua. But they viewed with  deep regret  the  at t i tude of  certain  deIegations
which,  for pol i t ical  motivea, had taken a negative stance in that regard,
part icularly  s ince the text  focused primari ly  on the most  fundamental  human r ight ,
t h e  r i g h t  t o  l i f e . The sponsors,  jolned by the delegat ions  of  Afghanis tan,  Angola,
Democratic Yemen, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Romania and the Syrian Arab Republic, hoped
nevertheless  that the draft resolution could be adopted by consensus.

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.59

70. Mr. DGURTSOV (Byelorusnian  Sov i S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c ) ,  i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t
r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L,59,  r a i d  t h a t  t h e  t e x t  w a s  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a n d  c+lformed
ful ly  to  the  Declarat ion on the Use of  Scient i f ic  and Technological  Progress  in  the
Interesta of Peace and for the Benefit  of Mankind; it took into account the
interests of  all  countries,  whatever  their  geographical  e i tuat ion or  pol i t ical
system. The lirt of sponsors, to which had been added the delegations of Costa
Rica, Hungary, Nigeria and Peru ,  was  more broadly  representat ive  than for  previous
d r a f t s  o n  t h e  t o p i c - a  s i g n ,  i t  was h o p e d ,  t h a t  d  *Pt r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.59
could be adopted by conuensus.

AGENDA ITEM 1001 QUESTION OF A CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF TRB  CHILD  (continued)
(A/C.3/42/L.45)

Draft  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.45

71. Mr. NOWDRYTA  (Poland) , introducing draft resolut ion A/C.3/42/L.45,  said that
it conformed to texts adopted by the Commission , the Council and the Assembly, and
wae aimed at the adoption of a convention on the rights of the child in time to
coincide with the thirt ieth  anniversary of  the  Declarat ion on the Rights  of the
Child  and the tenth anniversary of the Internat ional  Year of  the  Chi ld. rhe
delegation of Austria had joined the sponsors , who hoped that the text would be
approved by the Committee.
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AGENDA ITEM 101: INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN  RIGHTS (continued)
(A/C.3/42/L.47,  L.49/Rev.l,  L . 5 1 ,  L . 5 5 )

Draft  decis ion A/C.3/42/L.47

72.  Mr. SCtKVANDT  (Federal Republic of Germany), introducing draft decision
A/C.3/42/L.47,  said that  the text  was of  a purely  procedural  nature;  since the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrim;nation  and Protection of Minorities had
been unable  to  take act ion on the report  of  i t s  Special  Rapporteur  on the subject ,
the aim was to allow the General Assembly, at ita forty-fourth seeeion, to have
before it the recommendatione  of the Sub-Commission and the Commission. In view of
the text ’s  procedural  nature, it was hoped that the Committee would adopt it
without  a  vote.

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.49/Rev.l

7 3 .  M r . FRAMBACH (German Democratic Republic),
A/C.3/42/L.49/Rev.l,

i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n
said that the text conformed broadly to Assembly resolution

41/117;  the new elements  related chief ly  to  the wish of many delegat ions  to  take
the International Covenants on human rights more into account. The draft was the
outcome of  intens ive  discuss ions  involv ing many delegations(  the contr ibut ions  of
the  Austral ian and Tunis ian delegat ions  were part icularly  appreciated.

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.51

74. Mr. HOPPE (Denmark), introducing draft  resolut ion A/C.3/42/L.51,  drew
attent ion to  an edi torial  correct ion in  operat ive  paragraph 14;  the  phrase  * the new
Committee on Torture” should read *the new Committee  against  Torture”.  The
sponsors  hoped that  the text , in  v iew of  i t s  nature,  would be adopted without  a
v o t e .

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.55 .

75. Mr. BOLD (Mongolia) , i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.55,  s a id  tha t  t he
proclaiming of 1990 as International Literacy Year would provide a unique
opportunity  for  concerted world-wide act ion against  the  problem of i l l i teracy.
Adoption of the text would aleo acknowledge the work already carried out by UNESCO
in preparing a suitable programme. The delegation of Madagascar had joined the
sponsors ,  who hoped that ,  in  v iew of the support  shown for s imilar  proposals  at  the
Assembly’s  previous  sess ion, draft  resolut ion A/C.3/42/L.55  would be adopted.

AGENDA ITEM 1028 REWRTING  OBLIGATIONS OF STATES PARTIES To UNITED NATIONS
CONVENTIONS ON HUMAN RIGHTS (continued) (A/C.3/42/L.54)

Draft resolution ~/C.3/42/L.  54

76. Mr. QUINN (Australia), i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.54,  s a id  tha t
the text  was  a  development  of  General  Assembly resolut ion 41/121;  i ts  purpose  WbS
to h e l p  S t a t e s  p a r t i e s  w h o  f a c e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  m e e t i n g  t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g
o b l i g a t i o n s  a n d  t o  a s s i s t  t r e a t y - m o n i t o r i n g  b o d i e s  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p e r i o d i c
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reportm, a8 well <\s to draw conclusions from the common experience of such bodies.
Operative paragraph S underlined the relevance of such experience for the Committee
against  Torture. Al.10  included,  in  oprative paragraph 4,  was a proposal  about  a
d r a f t  a g e n d a  f o r  t h e  weeting  o f  t h e  perronn  c h a i r i n g  t h e  t r e a t y  b o d i e s  to be h e l d
in  New York in  October  19881  the sponaorr  fel t  that  the modeat costs involved could
be covered by the regula:  budget. T h e  t e x t  alro r e f l e c t e d  some innovative
proposala on reporting sybtemr made by the Committee on Economic, Social and
C u l t u r a l  R i g h t 8  a t  i t 8  first. aesaion, some of which had been taken up iq Council
r e s o l u t i o n  1987/5. The aponEore  had taken account of a number of euggeetions,
i n c l u d i n g ,  i n  o p e r a t i v e  paragraph  9 , one by the delegation of Poland regarding the
periadicity  of  report ing pur8uar>t  to  the Internat ional  Covenant  on Economic,  Social
and Cultural Rights. D r a f t  reeolution  A/C.3/42/L.54  w a s  aim& ?t. practical
improvements  in  the  report ing proc?eeI  the sponsors  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  text:
would be adopted by conrensue.

AGENDA ITEM 106:  NEW INTERNATIONAL HDIWJITARIAN  ORDER (continued) (A/C.3/42/L.57
and L.63)

Dra f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.57

77. Mr. EL-FAWWAZ (Jordan), introducing draf ,. resolution A/C. 3/42/L.  57, said that
A u s t r a l i a .  Iracf. Lesotho  and Mauritania  had become sponsors . The draft  resolut ion
was the p;oduct.of  consultat ions  with many deleg~tione  and the sponsors  hoped that ,
as  in  previous  years ,  i t  would be adopted by con8tnsUs.

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.63

78. Mr. YAKOVLEV  (Union of  Soviet  Social i s t  Republ ics) ,  introducing draft
re8olution  A/C.3/42/L.63,  s a i d  t h a t  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  h a d  bebrl  h e l d  w i t h  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s
of  States  and the delegat ion of Austr ia ,  in  part icular , hatI provided some valuable
i d e a s . The purpose  of  the  draft  resolut ion wau t o  d r a w  a t t t n t i o n  t o  a  cen t ra l  t a sk
entrusted to  the United Nations  under i t s  Charter, t h a t  o f  promoting  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
humanitar ian co-operat ion. The draft  resolut ion contained no ,~rovisions  &iCh were
pol i t ical  in  nature)  there should be  ful l  consensus among al l  dblegations about
co-operat ion in  the  humanitar ian f ie ld.

AGENDA ITEM 107: TORTURE  AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR
PUNISHMENT; REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/C. 3/42/L. 76, L. 60 andu-
L.66)

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.56

79. Mr. LINDHtjLM  (Sweden) , i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.5G,  reca’%led
t!-rlt the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture had been establltshed
in 1981 under General Assembly resolution 36/151. The purpose was .to receive
voluntary contr ibut ions  which were then dis tr ibuted through establ ished channels  in
the  form OE humanitar ian,  legal  and f inancial  a id  to  v ict ims of  torture and their
r e l a t i v e s . T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t o r t u r e  l e f t  v i c t i m s  i n  n e e d  oE a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
a s s i s t a n c e ;  t h e  large n u m b e t  o f  r e q u e s t s  f a r  eveceded  t h e  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e . It  was
therefore necessary tv appeal  for  inc. ieased contc+.butions  and to  make the Fund and
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its humanitarian work better known. There were two new elements in the draft
resolutionj  the third preambular  paragraph ,  referr ing  to the  entry  into  force of
the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, and operative paragraph 3, which reflected a plea made by the Chairman
of  the  Board of  Trustees . The sponsors  hoped that ,  as  in  previous  years,  the  draf t
reeolution would be adopted without a votr?.

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.60

80. Ms. TEBKAMP  (Netherlands), i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.60,  s a i d
that Ecuador, Guinea, Nicaragua, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela had become sponsore.
The draft  resolut ion fol lowed closely  General  Assembly  reeolution 41/134,  which had
been adopted without a vote, but  had teen updated to  ref lect  the  entry  into  force
of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment. The sponsors  hoped that  the  draft  resolut ion would be adopted
without  a  vote.

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.66

81. Ms. FUNDAFDDDA  (Zambia) , i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.66,  s a id  tha t
Denmark, Greece, Morocco and Sudan had become sponsors. The a im of  the  draf t
resolution  was to  draw the at tent ion of the  internat ional  community  to  the
cont inued oppress ion of chi ldren in  South Afr ica. The international community owed
it  to  the  chi ldren of  South Afr ica  to  promote a speedy end to  the  racial  tyranny in
South Africa  through the establ ishment  of the  non-racial ,  democrat ic  society. The
sponsors  hoped that  the  draft  resolut ion would be adopted without  a  vote.

AGENDA ITEM 1038 OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH CGMMISSIONER  FOR  REFUGEES
(continued) (A/C. 3;42/L.67  and L. 68)

Draft  resolut ions  A/C.3/42/L.67  and L.68

82. Mr. LY (Senegal) , introducing draft  resolut ions  A/C.3/42/L.67  and L 68 on
behalf  of  the  Group of  Afr ican States , s a i d  t h a t  a p a r t h e i d  w a s  t h e  SOUKCC tf a l l
the evi l s  af f l ict ing the southern part  of  the African cont inent  and was  the main
cause  of  the  f low of  refugees  and displaced persons  in  southern Afr ica. The
Assembly of  Heads  of  State  and Governmt t  of the Organization  of  Afr ican Unity ,  at
i t s  most  recent  sess ion,  had decided to  convene an Internat ional  Conference on the
Pl ight  of  Refugees ,  Returnees  and Displaced Persons  in  Southern Afr ica.  The
Executive Committee of DNHCR  had expressed support for the Conference. The
sponsors  hoped that  the  internat ional  community  would once again reaff irm i ts
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  i n  p r o v i d i n g  e c o n o m i c ,  m a t e r i a l  a n d
humanitarian ass is tance to  the independent  States  of  southern Africa  to  enable  them
1 J cope with the acts  of  aggress ion and destabilization  by the South Afr ican
rbgime. It was hoped that Member States ,  specialized agencies  and regional ,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations  would provide the necessary
support and resources to the OAU for the preparation and orqanization of the
Conference. The draft  resolut ion was  a  resul t  of  consultat ions  with  UNHCR, the
Department  of  Pol i t ical  Affa irs ,  TrusLeeehip  and Decolonization  and the secretariat
o f  t h e  OAU.
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03. The pUpore  of  draft resolut ion A/C.3/42/L.60  wa8 to  draw attent ion to  the
SeoBnd  Internat ional  Conference on Aa8irtanoe  to  Refugee8 i? Afr ica,  held  in  1984
to launah col lect ive  a&ion by the  internat ional  community  to  provide last ing
solution8 to the refugee problem. The 8pon8ors  noted with great concern that many
Project8  approved by the Conference bad been neither financed nor implemented. The
8pon8OK8  were grateful to donor counttie and to IJtWCR and UNDP for the action
taken to revitalise the mechanirm8 for implementat ion of  the  projectr,  and noted
the v i ta l  importance of  complementarity  between a8sirtance  to  refugee8 and
development alsietance. They hoped that the Committee would be able to acknowledge
the elsentially humanitar ian , n o n - p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  aeeietance t o  r e f u g e e s  b y
adopting the draft rerolution  without  a  vote.

The meeting rose at 6.50 P.m.


