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Chapter X
OTHER MATTERS REQUI RI NG ACTI ON BY THE BOARD ARI SI NG FROM
OR RELATED TO REPORTS AND ACTIVITIES OF I TS
SUBSI DI ARY AND OTHER BODI ES

(Agenda item 11)

Report of the Wrking Party on the Mediumterm Pl an
and the Programme Budget on its twenty-first session

1. The Secretary-General of UNCTAD reported on the consultations which the
Board at its first executive session had nandated himto hold on the issue of
priorities in the proposed revisions to UNCTAD sections of the Mediumterm
Plan. These consultations had continued in the framework of a contact group
chaired by the chairman of the Wirking Party.

2. The Chairnman of the Wbrking Party (Philippines) introduced the report of

that body on its twenty-first session, which had been circulated to the Board
under cover of TD/B/39(1)/L.1. The Wrking Party had considered the foll ow ng
items: (i) review of the technical cooperation activities of UNCTAD and their
financing; (ii) report by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD on the work of the
secretariat on programe evaluation; (iii) review of draft revisions to the
UNCTAD sections of the United Nations Mediumterm Plan for the period
1992-1997; and (iv) report of the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD pursuant to

par agraph 4 of the agreed conclusions adopted by the Wrking Party at its

ni nth session.

3. Wth respect to technical cooperation, the Wrking Party had consi dered

t he technical cooperation programe undertaken by UNCTAD over the last three
years. The Wrking Party had viewed in a positive |ight devel opments in
UNCTAD s technical cooperation. |t welcomed the growh in the programe as a
whol e, the relevance and effectiveness of these activities, and the grow ng
cooper ati on between UNCTAD and ot her organi zati ons undertaki ng technica
cooperation in the area of trade and devel opnent. The Wrking Party had
acknow edged the growi ng support of nenber States and ot her organizations for
UNCTAD s operational activities and invited bilateral donors and nultilatera
agencies to increase the level of their contributions to UNCTAD for technica
cooperation, particularly for the purposes outlined at UNCTAD VIII. Severa
nmenbers of the Wirking Party had enphasi zed the need to continue assistance to

devel opi ng countries for their participation in the Uuquay Round of



multilateral trade negotiations and the follow up thereto. The Wrking Party
had al so been particularly anxious to pronote the further devel opment and

di ssem nati on of UNCTAD s conputerized nanagenent and information systens.
There had al so been requests to the secretariat to explore opportunities for
UNCTAD s techni cal cooperation with countries in transition

4. The Working Party woul d next review technical cooperation in 1994, in
preparation for the policy review of technical cooperation by the Board

m d-way between conferences.

5. On programe evaluation the Wrking Party had revi ewed the devel opnent of
the eval uati on process in UNCTAD and its future activities in the light of the
outconme of UNCTAD VII1. In its agreed conclusions, the Wrking Party wel coned
the report of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD on progranme eval uation, invited
himto pursue the work in this area and requested himto continue the practice
of reporting the results of its evaluation studies to the rel evant UNCTAD

i ntergovernmental machi nery.

6. For the review of the draft revisions of the UNCTAD sections of the
United Nations Mediumterm Plan for 1992-1997 the Wrking Party had had before

it the proposed revisions to Programme 13: Trade and devel opnent;

Programme 14: Trade expansion, export pronotion and services sector

devel opnent; and Progranmme 15: Least-devel oped, |and-|ocked and i sl and
devel opi ng countries and special progranmes. The Wbrking Party had exanai ned
in detail the revisions and agreed on the proposed texts with a nunber of
anmendnments contained in TD/B/WP/L.65/Add. 1. As to the setting of priorities
anong t he subprogranmes, the Wrking Party had concluded that this was a
matter for the whol e menbership of UNCTAD to determine. Consequently, and
taking into account the lack of time during the session of the Wrking Party
for broad consultations on this issue, the Wirking Party had recomrended to
the Trade and Devel oprment Board that it address this particular natter. He
recalled that, in response to this request, the Board, at its first executive
session on 21 Septenber 1992 had decided to establish a working group, chaired
by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, to consider the question of priorities.

At the request of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, he was reporting separately
on the outcone of the consultations which took place on this subject

(see para. 8 bel ow).

7. As to the report of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD pursuant to

par agraph 4 of the agreed conclusions adopted by the Woirking Party at its
ninth session, he said that the Secretary-General of UNCTAD had i nforned the



Wrking Party, at an informal neeting, of the proposed reorgani zation of the

secretariat as a followup to the outcone of UNCTAD VII1, and responded to the

guestions raised by del egations. He expressed the appreciation of the Wrking

Party to the Secretary-Ceneral for the very informative and useful neeting

whi ch they had had on this subject.

8. Reporting on the consultations relating to the setting of priorities

anong the subprogrames included in the proposed revisions to the UNCTAD

sections of the United Nations Mediumterm Plan for 1992-1997, he introduced

the draft agreed conclusions in docunent TD/B/39(1)/L.4. |In presenting the

text, he requested that the follow ng views expressed and agreed upon during

the consultations be placed on record:
"The setting of priorities at the subprogramme |evel is required by the
Rul es and Regul ati ons approved by the CGeneral Assenbly. The nenber
States of UNCTAD have responded to this requirenent. However, it is
recogni zed that the activities |listed under the subprogrames are
i ndicative only and that they will be revised imediately after the first
sessions of the new intergovernnmental bodies of UNCTAD. These bodies
will be neeting to decide on their work progranmmes and their tinmetables
as well as to set priorities within such programres. The result of their
work will need to be reflected in the proposed Progranmre Budget for
1994-1995 which will be reviewed by the Wrking Party in the spring of
1993. The Working Party will also review the 1992-1993 Progranmre Budget
in the light of the work programes prepared by the new intergovernment al
bodi es. The nenber States stress the great inportance they attach to
that exercise."

Action by the Board

9. At its 815th neeting, on 9 Cctober 1992, the Board took note of the

report of the Working Party on the Mediumterm Plan and t he Progranmre Budget
on its twenty-first session (circulated to the Board under cover of
(TD/B/39(1)/L.1).

10. At the same neeting, the Board adopted the draft agreed concl usions on
this item (TD/ B/ 39(1)/L.4), with mnor editorial anmendnents, and agreed that
the statement on programme priorities nmade by the Chairman of the Wrking
Party be reproduced in full in the report of the Board on the first part of

its thirty-ninth session.



