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I • INTRODUCTION

1. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 18 September 1987, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General CollU1littee, decided to include in its agenda the item
entitled:

"Office of the United Nations High Canmissicner for Refugees:

11 (a) Report of the High Commissiol'}et;

tl(b) Question of the continuation of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees;

"(c) Assistance to refugees in Afr lea: report of the Secretary-General"

and to allocate it to the Third committee.

2. The Committee considered the item at its 45th, 47th to 50th, 52nd, 54th and
56th meetings, on 13, 16, 17, 19 and 20 November 1987 •. An account of the
Committee's discussion is contained in the relevant summary records
(Ale.3/42/SR.45, 47-50, 52, 54 and 56).

3. 'l'ht" Committee decided to consider item 103 together with the relevant report.s
of the Secretary-General, the united Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and t.he
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ohaptl!tl'1I of the report of thf' E(~onomic llnd Social Counoil, suhmitted undor
item 12 • .1/

4. In conneotion with itnm 101, the Committeft had before it thp following
documentat ion I

(,,) Report of the Economic ann Social Council for the year 1987, chaptflr Ill,
.eotion I (A/42/3), !I

(b) Report of the United Nations High CommiRnioner for Refuge•• , 1/

(c) A8l1i.tance to refugees in Africa. report of Lhe Secretary-General
(A/42/491) ,

(d) Letter dated ~9 January 1987 trom the Permanent Representative of
Afghanistan to the United Nations addre~8ed to the Secrpt~ry-Ge~eral (A/42/112) I

(~) Letter dated 2 February 1987 from the Permanent Representative of.
Democrat i c Kampuchea to the United Nations "Jddressed to th .. Secretory-Gfmera 1
(A/42/114-S/18647) ,

(f) Letter dated 4 May 1987 from the Charge d'af.faires Q.i. of th8 Permanent
Mission of Rurinarne to the Uniteod Nations addrenoed to the flecretary-General.
(A/42/270) I

(g) LettllJt' dattH'l 5 June 1987 from the Permtmftnt RepreSp.ntlltivfl of Dftmocratic
Kampuchoa to the tln1.tfld Nat ions addreased to thl'l Recr"tary-Gfmera 1
(A/4~/323-S/18899),

(h) Letter dated 29 June 1987 from the Permanent R9~reAantQtive of Dem0crntic
Kampuchflo to tho Unitfld Ndtlons addr~aa~d to tho Secret~ry-G~n~ral

(A/4~/376-S/189S9),

(j) Lfttter dated 3 ,July 1987 from thn rt>preflentetive[l of Australia, RalgiulT'
canada, the Jl'tlder.lll Republt.c of Germanv, ICf!lnlld, Japan, Spain, the Unitp.d Kingdom
of Grent Britain ancl Northern Ire]l!lnCl ,mo the tlni';")d Rtlltee: of. America tn tht­
United Nations addr8Asec1 to the Secretuy-Generlll (A/42/381-E/1987/117) I

(j) Not.u verbal~ dated 6 July 1987 from thp. Parmananr Mias ion or Burunn i to
the Unlt~d Nations eddrea~en to the Secretary-General (A/42/390),

,!/ l"~r the report of the Commitc.ee on agendG itpm 1.2, 80e A/42/803 and
addendum.

1/ To be i~.u.d 8e Official Records of the Goneral A•••mbly, Forty-second
Se8lion, Supplement No. 3 (A/42/3).

1/ Ofticial Recorda ot the Gtneral Auemb!y" rortY-'ltoond Session,
Supplement No. 12 (A/42/12) and~., Supplement No. 12A (A/42/12/Add.l).

--- -------
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(k) Letter dated ~ July 1987 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent
Mission of Surlname to the United Nationa ad~reB8ed to the Sftcretary-General
(A/42/393),

(1) Letter dated 13 J~ly 1987 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the
Permanent M~nolon of 8uriname to the United Nations addressed to the
s~cretary-General (A/42/398),

(m) Letter dated 13 August 191n from the Pftrmanent Representative of Thailand
to the United Nations addressed to the Sec rotary-General (1\142/477-8/19048),

(nl Letter dated 1 september 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
Democratic Kampuchea to the United Natl~nB ad~ree9ed to the Secretary-General
(A/4~/525-8/l9092),

(0) Letter dated 23 October 1987 from the Pormanent Repreaentative of
Zimbabwe to the United Nationa addre"8ed to the Secretary-General. ("142/681),

(p) G8n~ral Assembly decision 41/428, by which the AS8embly doferr~d until
its forty-second 8ea8ion considerQtion of a draft r~solution entitled
"International proc.~ure8 for the protection of r~fugee8" (A/C.3/42/L.6),

(q) tetter date~ 27 October 1937 from the Permftnent Reprea.ntative of
Honduras to the United Nations addre88@d to the 8ecret~(y-General (A/C.3/47./L.27).

5. At tho 45th meeting, on 13 Novemher, the United Nations High CommlsBion~r for
Refugees and the Under-Secretary-General tor Speciftl Political QU~Btion8, Regional
Co-operation, Deoolonization and T~u.te.a~lp madft introductory Btatoments (sea
A/C.3/42/SR.45) •

6. At the 50th meeting, on 17 Novemb@r, thE' Un1t~d Nationa High CommiRl'1ionp.l" for
Refugees made, conoluding Btatemont.

11. CONSIDERATION OF DRAF1' RESOLln'lONS

A. Draft resolution Iy'C.3/42/[,.6

7. At itll forty-aecond HOB8ion, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of
the Third Conwnitte., d8cided to defer until its forty-second se9010n consideration
of the draft re.olution entitled "International procodL:es for the protection of
refugees" (deciaion 41/428). The text of tho draft IPfJolution, which Wllfl b@f<HP

the Committee in document A/C.3/42/L.6, wau 36 folloWRI

"!he General Assembly,

"Deeply concerned by the plight of refugoos in all pertH of the WCH Id ilnd
in particular by the fact that traditinn~l solutions to refugee problpmA,
namely, voluntary repatriation, regional intp.gration or rPElettlement In third

"countriefJ, are otUl out of reach for 8 gn'at numb(~r of refuqp,·~,
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"Wishing to establish a set of pr~cedures providing for an orderly
mana90ment of the flows of refugees,

"Recognizing that the ca~e for and the interetit of the i~livldual refugee
must at all times be the primary concern,

"Believing that the a~lhi6vement of durable solutions to the problems
facing refugees should ~. Dased on the follQwing guidinCjJ principles in that
order of priority,

"(0) Voluntary rep~triation,

"(b) Regional integration,

"(c) Resettlement ou tside the region,

it being understood that the order of priority may vary according to the
concrete oircumstances,

"Appreciating the burden that, according to those principles, falls upon
the countries of a region that may be exposed to heavy flows of refugees,

"Emphaahing, therefore, the need to compengate those oountr ieo to the
maximum extent possible through international e.8sistanoe programmes, inoludintj
the finanoing of the establishment and admlnietration of regional United
Nations prooessing centres,

"Realizing 111s~ the need to establ ish a global United Nations scheme for
receiving those refugees who cannot be repatriated or intoqrat".ed on a regional
basis,

"!.~klng into account the viewfl expressed dur i09 the debate on the report
ot' tho United Nations High COmmiAsioner for Refugees,

"1. UrgeD all States to contri bute to inter M tior'l1 aasistance
programmos, particularly in those countries most affected by heavy f:,ows of
ret:ugCt!U,

"2. Requests thf'l Socretary-General, in co-operation wi th the Office of
the United Nationa High Comniasioner for Refugees, to draw up a report
evaluating tho coats involved in setting up a sufficient number of United
Nations refugoe-prooessing cent reo to deal with the existing flows of refugoes
and indicating the number of re~ugeo9 that each State Member of the United
Nations, according to its po~lation, population density and grOGS national
product, might b~ able to receive,

"3. Furt~!! requests the Socretary-General to submit that report to
Member States inviting the ir cOlmlonts, including comments as to how many
refuqoos regietared by the Offioe of the High Commissioner each Member State
iD wiling t~ roceive on an ~nnual basis,
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"4. Decic1es to take up this matter on the hasitl of the report of t.he
Secretary-General dur i"9 the for ty-second soss ion of the General Assembly in
connect 10n wi th the report of the united N"t ions tl19h W"",iAllioner for
Refugees. "

8. At the 47th meeting, on 16 November, the representative of ~enmark made a
statement (soe A/C.3/42/SR.47).

9. At the 54th meeting, on 20 November, following a RUtement by the Chairman
(B~e A/C.3/42/SR.54), the CO"",ittee decided not to take action on the draft
reao}ution.

B. Draft resollJtion A/C.3/42/b.!!

10. At the S2nd meeti.nCJ, on 19 November, the repr'.sentativ& .:>f Sene..i!.!., on behdf
of the Chairman of the African Group and the sponsors, introduced a draft
resolution (A/C.3/42/L.67) entitled "International Conference on the Plight of
Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in ~ovthern Af.rica".

11. At the 54th meeting, on 20 Novelftber, the representative of Malawi, on behalf
of tho States Members of the United N.tions that are mombPrs of the African Oroup,
orally revised the second preambu1ar paragraph by replacing the word .. "thv1r
liberation movomollts" with the words "the liberation movom"'nto of SOUth Afr ica ancl
Nomiui a".

12. At the llame meeting, draft resolution A/C. 3/42/L.67, aD orally rt1v,,8~d, waR
adoptl~d without a vote (see para. l6, draf t resolution I) ..
}3. After the a~option of the draft resolution, atatementv in explanation of
lXJ8ition WfHO modo hy the representatives of the United Kingdan of Groat Lrit(lfn
nnd Northern Irflltlnd, the Feder41 Republic of Germany and the United Statel. pf
Americn (soe A/C.3/42/flR.54).

C. Draft rosolution A/C.3/42jI.• 68

14. At tho 5~nd moeting, on 19 November, the reprosentative ol Se~egal, on behalf
of the Chc1irm(tn of the AfriclIn Group and the Rpoonoru, introduced 8 draft
m601ut ion (AlC. 3/42/L. 68) ent i tied "Second Int ornat iona 1 Conf e re ne., on AAliI il'tanc:p.
to Refugoes ln Africa".

15. At. the 54t.h meoti~, on 20 November, draft resolution A/C.3/42, ,,68 Io/UO

',doptj~d wit.hout a vote floe para. 2b, draft rOflolut.ion 11).

,
D. Draft ~ution A/C. 3(42(lh 77.

lb. At the ~6th meeting, on 23 November, the roprenentative of Oe~nark introduced
it chaft resolution (A/C. 3/47./L. 77) entitlec'1 "Continuation of the Office lIf the
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United Nations High Commissioner tor Refugeos", apanoolod by ~t!1l1 ia.t..1\..~.!!.t..!J~.,
Ban9:~adoah, Belgium, carltU~a, CbUt,8 Riga, CypruSt~~..L....ojibou.!:.!., tho Danird.£~!~

Republic, F1n1an(,', yr:ance, Germany, Fedo!.al ROIlublli_~..L...!£.~ill.cJ, .Japan r Malaya ia,
the Netherlands, "'\irway, Rwanda, Sp.!!.!!, the ~danr Swede!!«_ '1tu~il.!!n~, the .Q!!.i!.~

Kingdom of Gre8t Britllin and Northern lrelan~ and tho Unit._~t"attIB of Arnericll.

17. At. thc;a same moet:.1ng, draft resolution A/C.3/42/L.77 waD adopted without ~ vote
(seo para. 26, draft resolution Ill).

18. At the 56th meeting, on 1.3 November, the representative of Derunark intr(~ucod

a draft resolution (A/C. 3/42/1,. 78) entitled "Oi: ice of the United Nationo High
ComisoJoner for Refuqees", sponsored by Australia, Auotrta, Bang1.a~1onh, .DolgiuT!!'
Canada, C<'~ta Rioa, Cyprus, Denmark« DHoouti, the Dominican Reeublic, lt~1nlall~,

France, Germany, Federa 1. Reeublio nf I Gr:eeoe, Ioeland« Ital~, the Nc,therlands« t'low
,:tealand, Nm:way, PortuCJ~l, Rwande, Se.!!!!9al, Sanal.ia« SJ?ain, the SUdan« SWf2don,
Thailand and the United ~inadom of Great Britain and Northe~n Ireland.

19. At the same meoting, the representat.ivu of the United Stat~3 of Amorica maJo a
statoment 1n explanation of vote beforo the vott~ (000 AlC. 3/42/SR. 56) •

20. At the same meeting, the repreaontativo of Pakistan orally propoaed to amend
operat ive paragraph 14 by addi~ the words "together with tho oompetent fora of lho
United Nationu" ofter the words "to atr~ngthon their mutual co-operation".

21. At tho same meeting, following an oral prol~oal by tho representative of
Auotralia, the representative of p..!.nmark, on behalf of tho BpOllooru, rovisod
operativo paragraph 14 by adding the wordo "in accorduooo with theh' l'oopective
mandateD" after the wordD "urges the High Commiosiom)r and thooe organhatiotlo and
09000 10 El".

22. At the same meeting, draft revolution A/C.3/42/L.78, OB orally revisou, way
adopted wi thout Cl vote (aoe para. 26, draf t rooolut ion IV).

23. At the !:)Uth mootil'¥J, the repreoentativ~) of Malllyoiu made a st.:... tomunt in
oxplanation of vote aftor the V'lto (soo AlC. 3/42/Em. 58) •

F. Draft resolution A/C.J/42/L.eO

24. At the 56th meeting, on 23 November, the representative of Honduras introducod
a draft rQ90lution (A/C.J/42/L.80) entitlod "Aeoi~tance to returneeo, refugeos and
dlapl£lcod porsona in Central America", on behalf of ~.~ntina, 8011_:1:0, B()l1vl~,

!f.!i;)zilL.Chilo« Colombia, Coot" Rica, the ~..!!!l~.Bel)ubl.i.£LEcuadorJ_.!!...!Jalv~~-,?!.,

.Guatemala« Haiti« lionduros, Italy, MAxico« Nicara~~.l. Pakistan, Pllna~_~~~~E..¥.'

p~!U, Spain, tho United States of America« UrUgld?..¥ and ye'l.o..?~ol~, and orally
roviaod the title of the draf t resolution to read "Asuilltanco to, rofugNHI,
returneol-J an:1 cH splar;ed persons of Central AmQr iea".
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l~. At the Rame meetlng, dlQft reaolution A/C.3/42/L.80, as orally revised, was
adopted without 4 vote (see pura. 26, draft resolution V).

Ill. RECOMM~DATIONS OF THE THIRD COMMI'l"l'BB

26. The Third Committee recommends to the General A•••mbly the adoption of the
foll'owing dr"f t reoolut:.1onol

DR.U'I' RESOLt11'ION I

International Oonferenoe on the Plight of R.fug••• ,_ J~turne'8

and Dioplaced Persona in South.rn Africa

Tho General Aasomblv,_..
Gravely concerned at thEI leteriorating situation in lI(')uthern Africa

ariaing from the continuod domination and oppression of the peoples of South
Africa and Namibia by the minority racist r'gime of South Africa,

Q2D~Y~ of the neod to provide increased aSlistanoe to the l~ople6 of
th~ region and th~ li~ration movementa of South Alrica and Namibia in their
struggle agAinst colonialism, racial diacrimlnation and the pollcieo of
apartheid,

Conscjoul ~l!2 of ita renponoibility to provide ~unomic, material Qnd
hllnDni tadan a'ls istance t.O indopendont Stat•• in southern At rica in order to
aooist them in coping ",ith the sit"ation re8ulting from the acta of atNt8uoion
and del:1tabil hation COlmlitt.ed by the aparth,id r6gime of· south Africa,

~~ that apartheid in South Africa, the Jll~gal occupation of Namibia
and acts of ~e8tabilization carried out by South AfrioA and its 8urrQ9ate
element. continue to bo the main cau••• of r.tu9~e flows ftnd the di9placement
of perQOnB 1n the aouthorn region of Africa,

~ing note of the decision by the Ass.mbly of Hv&da of State and
Govornmont o~ the nrgnnization of African Unity at it. tw~nty-thir~ ordindry
8988 ion, held at Add i A Ababa trom 27 to 29 July 1987, to convene an
Internationa 1 Confurence on the Plight of Refuge•• , Return••• and D18placed
Pe{.ono in southern Africa and to enlilt the activ. IUpport of the
international community, in particular the United Nation., the United Nationa
nigh Commissioner for Rufugo8s and the Southern Aft tean Development
Co-ordination C,onffuenc.. , to that eond,

~~aking note alDo of' the dt'\chion of the Executive Committee of the
l'rograJmlp of the High C.ommisniolHH to endorse the proposal for t.he convent!ltJ

----'- ...
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of an 1.nternQUonal conference to addreoD the upootfic aituaUon 01: rolugoofl
and displaced porsons in Aouthern Africa, !,'

Appreciating the current efforts of the international community to
provide humanitarian aOBiatance to refugees and other persono dioplaced by
armed conflict in the countries of. southern Aflica,

Reoogniz~ that the task of oaring for refugees is a matter of
international concern £Ind solidarity in keeping with the Charter of tho U"itod
Nations, ir.~ ernational and regional inatrumentf:l, in part ioula r the 1951
Convention ~/ and tho 1967 Protocol §./ rolating to the Rtatuo of Rofugooa, /)0

WE.ll £lA th<.~ 1969 COnventlon of the Organization of African \Jnity Govurnin<:J t.ho
Specifio Aopoota of Rof:'u1ee Problems in Afr1clJ, 1/

Olnvinced that there io an urgent need for the international convnunity to
extend maximum and concorted aDoi(ltanco to oo"~,hern Afr ican count, ltHI hoot.inll
refugees, returneee ann cHsplaoed persons and aloo to highlight tho pli'1ht of
tho Lefugoes, returnoeo and di aplaced persona in oouthern Afr ica,

1.. Welcanofl the decision taken by the Or9anization of Aft'icl\t) Unity to
convone inseptOi1ii'"Xlr 1988 nn Internatiunal Conference on t.he P11ght ot'
Refugees, Returnoeo and oi opl.aced 1'e[uolls in Southern A£ dea,

2. Reiteratofl itn approciation to tho Secretary-Goneral f.or hill
.. ;forts, on behalf of. tho international oonanunity, to orgon1:&o and mobll1l£f,l
opooia1 programmeD 01' economic aooiotance for those Afr ican Ht/HoEl 1'IJC in')
grave economic dlf fit,ult: iee, the front-line Stateo and uther indopondl'nt
States of oouthorn Af.ricu to holp them to withstand the effocto ut tho actu u1
U9gro£H11on and dootabllhl.ltion comnlttec1 by the aparthoid rogllt1o of BOllth
Africa,

3. WolcanoD tho decisiun of the Executive COIl,mlttoo 01' ttw Pl'ol)nlmmn 01
thoQ JilCjh Conmiuoloner 011 tho Intornational Conforence,

4. Roguogtu thp Bnca'otary-General of the Unitod Natinnn, in c 10/.10

co-oporation with tho United Nations IUc,Jh CommilloiollOl' fur f(efugcofJ, to givl'
all poDoible aCHliRtllnco to the Socrutary-GorlOl'a1 of tho Organh:atil>rl of
African Unity in the pwparation and organization 01' the IntornutionaJ
('f)nferonco,

!/ See Q.fficiill R(lcv((~!!....()t_.!!!.~:!..Gonet'al A6gembly,_FOLtY-A('(:on!Lli~ioll,

Supplement No. 121\ (A/42/12/A<I(1.1.), pllra. 209.

~/ United N/lt!ono, 'llroaty SodeD, vol. 189, No. 2545, p. 150.

!/ .!.h!E.., vol. 606, No. 8791, p. 267.

1/ }:bid., val. 1001, Nu. 14691, p. 45.
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,. ~Jl';L!als to all Member States, the specialized agelV;'!ies of the United
Nations systerr: and regiork.l, intergovernmental and noi."governmental
organizations to provide all the necessary support an:. resources needed for
the convening and success of the International Confer~'nce,

6. calls upon the international c~unity to pro~ide increased
assistance ".tl the countries of southern Africa to enable ths to atrei::lthen
their ca~1lSf~j ty to provide the necess3ry facilities and services for the care
and well-being of reful1laes, returnees and displacetJ persons in their cwntri.esl

7. Requests the se~retary-General to apprise the Economic and Social
Council at its second regular se$Sion of 1988 and to report to the Gen~~al

Assed>ly at its forty-third session on the implellentation of the present
resolution.

ORAPI' RBSOLUl'ION II

Second International Ccnference on Assistance
to Refugees in Africa

The General AssemblI,

~ecallins all its resolutions, particularly resolution 41/122 of
4 December 1986, relating to tbe Seoond International Conference on Assistance
to Refugees in Africa,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General On assistance to
refugees in Africa, !I

Mindful that the fundamental purpose of the Declaration and Programme of
Act,~_on adcpted by the Second Internatio!lal Cbnference on Assistance to
Refugees in Africa, held at Geneva from 9tto 11 July 1984" y was to launch
collective action by the international. CCIlRunity aimed at achi,eving laeting
solutiona,

Gravely concerned at the pel'sistent alld serious problem of large numbers
of refugees on t~,e African continent,

~ of the heavy Lurden born@ by African countries of asylum on account
of the presence of these refugees and its consequences for thei~ economic and
SOC:'llL dQvelopment, and of the heavy sacrifices made by thE!lllt despite thc#lr
limited resources t

y A/42/01.

91 A/39/402, annex.- ~

I •••
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Deeply concerned that the refugee situation has been severely affected by
the critical economic situation in Africa, as well as by drought and other
natural disast~rs,

Bearing in mind the United Nations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990, 10/ adopted by the General
Assembly at its thirteenth special session, the special session devoted to the
critical economic situation in Africa, which refers in particular to the need
for the speedy implementation of the recommendations of the Second
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa,

ReCognizing that the efforts of the countries of asylum require the
concerted support of the international community to meet the needs for
emergency relief, and for medium-term and long-term development aid,

Taking note of the declarations, decisions and resolutions adopted by the
Assembly ·;>f Heads of St.ate and Government of the Organization of African Unity
at its twenty-third ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 21 to
29 JUly 1987, 11/ and of the resolutions adopted by the COuncil of Ministers
of the Organi2ation of African Unity at its forty-sixth ordinary session, held
at Addis Ababa from 20 to 2S July 1987, A1V on the situation of refugees in
Africa,

Emphasizing the collective responsibility of sharing the urgent and
overwhelming burden of the problem of African refugees through effective
mobili2ation of additional resources to meet the urgent and long-term needs of
the refugees and to strengthen the capacity of countries of asylum to provide
adequately for the refugees while they remain in those countries, as well as
to assist the countries of origin in rehabilitating voluntary returnees,

~eit.:~t:j3lting once a2ain the vital importance of the complementarity
be. ',oW'.'i'C:, refugee aid and development assistance.

~:~:!ing once again with deep concern that many of the projects submitted
to ':;.i"iCi Gecr:nd International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa
have yet to be funded and implemented,

Desirous of ensuring the speedy implementation of the recommendations and
pledges made at the Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees
in Africa,

10/ Resolution 5-13/2, annex.

11/ See A/42/699, annex II.

12/ Ibid., annex I.

/ ...
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Noting tho initiative taken b~' the Secretary-General to promote increased
and effective co-operati~n between the United Nations Dpvelopment Programmo
and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees through
the signing of an agreement on co-operation, as well as the measures he ha~

t~ken to revitalize the Truet Fund of the Second International Conference on
Assistance to Refugees in Africa,

1. Expresses ita d~dP 8Ppr~cia~ to Afric~n host countries, which are
the biggest donorQ, for their generous contribution and continuous efforts to
alleviate the pllq"'t of refugees in spit, of their cri tical economic ai tuat iOt> t

2. Reiterates ita appreoiation to all donor countries, the
organiz4tiono anu speoiDlized agenoies of the United Nations system, regional
organizationd and intergovornmQntal and non-governmental orqanizations for
their initial support and response to the projects Bubmitted to the Second
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, 11/

3. Urges the international aommunity to maintain the moment~m created
by th~ Conference and to translate into r~ality th~ pro~dcts submitted as well
as the principles of the Declaration and Programme of Action agreed upon by
the Conference,

4. ~mphasizeB the vital importance of the complementarity of refugee
aid and development assiBtan~e ftnd of achievin9 durable solutions to the
problem of refugees in Africa and the necessity of providing assistance for
the strengthAning of tho social and economic ir,f[aotructures of African
cOlmtries rec.e:i.ving refug~efJ and retur,\eos,

5. ~ere9r~ its appr.eciation to the Becl~tary-General, the United
Nations High Comlll1a81oner for Refugef>Q and the J\dm1nhtrator of the UnitAd
Nations Devolopmont Programme for their c('l\certed aotion aimed at revitalizing
and further otrtllngthening tho mechaniams of inlplementation of 'he Second
International Conference on ASDiatance to Rofugeos 1n Africa,

6. Requests the United Nations High Commieoioner ror Refugees to
continuQ to keep t'~t! aituation of refugeef. in Africa under constant review 90

as to ensure that adequate aosiscance is availmble for care and maintenance
and for bringing about dl';,\:lo Aolut:ions,

7. Reg,lI~ the I1nl ted Nationo Develc,lpment Proqramme to increase ita
efforts to mobilizo addit1oll.:lt iC,f,/Jurcee for ufugee-l'ohted development
projects and, in general, to promote and co-ordinate with the host (,;~untr1es

and the donor community the intogration of refugee-rell'tod activitLJ into
national devolopment plannin~J

11/ See A/4l/572, annox.
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8. Calls upon all Member States and organizations of the United Nations
system oonaernetl, as wall as rttlevant reCJional, intergovernmental and
non-governmental orgunizations, to intensify their aupport for the opeedy
implementation of the recommendations and plodges made at the ~nference,

9. Again reguosts the Seoretary-Oeneral, in ac:oordlmae with the
Declaration and Programme of Action, to monitor, in CJonaultfttion and cloae
co-operation with the Orgal1ization of Afrioan Un~ty, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations Development Programme, the
effective follow-up to the Conferenoe,

10. Further requests the Seoretary'''General to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-third session, through the Economio and Social Council,
on the implementation of the present resolution.

DRAFT ~SOLUTION III

qontinu~tion of tho Offico of. tho United Nationo
Hivh Commiaoiollor for RofugooA

~ho General Assombly,

Recalling its resolution 31/196 of 18 Deoember 1982, in which it decid6d
to review, not later than at its furty-oocond s8Asion, the arrangementa for
the Offioe of the Uni ted Nations lIigh Commiosionor for Refugeos with a view to
determining whether tho Offioo should t~ oontinued beyond 31 December 1988,

Racognhing the need for conool'tou international aotion on behalf of the
inoreasing numbers of rofugees anu diuplaood poroono of! conoern to the High
Commissioner,

Con9iderin~ the oututanding work that has boon performod by the Offioe of
the High CommiDoionot in providing international protection and material
assistance to refugees and displaced persona ao woll as in promoting permanent
solutions to thoir problems,

Noting with deop approoiation the oHective manner in whioh the Offic4# of
the High Commissioner hlHI beon dealing with VIlr!CJUS uOBontia1 humanitar1l1n
tasks entrusted to it,

1. Docidea to oontinue the Offioo of tho Uniteu NationfJ lIigh
CommioGioner for Refugoos for a furthor period of. fivo yoar.o from
1 Junu~ry 1989,

2. Decidea to roviow, not later than at itR (arty-soventh soasior., tho
arrangoments for the Offi.c:n of the lIigh Commis9ioner with a view to
determining ~hethor the Orfioe should be continued beyond 31 Decambpr 1993.

II •••
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DRAFT RESOLUTION IV

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees on the activities of his Office, 14/ as well as the report of the
Executive COmmittee of the Programme of the High Commissioner on the work of
its thirty-eighth session, 15/ and having heard the statements made by the
High Commissioner on 13 and-r7 November 1987, l!I

Recalling its resolution 41/124 of 4 December 1986,

Reaffirming the purely humanitarian and non-political character of the
activities of the Office of the High Commissioner, which are undertaken in the
common interest of humanity,

Not~ng with satisfaction th~t, following recent accessions, one hundred
and three States are now parties to the 1951 Convention 11/ and/or the 1967
Protocol !!I relating to the Status of Refugees,

Deeplx concerned that refugees and displaced persons of concern to the
High Commissioner continue to face, in certain situations, distressingly
serious problems in various parts of the world,

Particularly concerned that in various regions the safety and welfare of
refugees and asylum-seekers continue·to be seriously jeo~rdized on account of
military or armed attacks and other forms of violence, and noting that further
efforts should be made in dealing with the problem of rescuing asylum-seekers
in distress at sea,

Stressin~ the fundamental importance of the High Commissioner's function
to provide international protection, particularly in the context of the
increasing complexity of the contemporary refugee problem, and the need for
States to co-operate with the High Commissioner in the exercise of this
essential function,

l!I Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second Session,
Supplement No. 12 (A/42/12).

15/ ~., Supplement No. l2A (A/42/12/Add.l).

16/ Ibid., Fbrty-second Session, Third Committee, 45th meeting and
50th meeti~

lr/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545, p. 150.

18/ ~., vol. 606, No. 8791, p. 267.

I ...
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Noting the offorts of the Hiyh (~ommissioner to oontinue to addreoQ the
speoial problel1Ull and needs of refugee and displaoed women and ohildren, who in
many oa8es are exposod to a variety of diffioult situations affeoting their
physioal and legal proteotion as well as t~.ir psychologioal Ind material
well-beinca ,

Emphasizing tha need fOl States to assist, on GB wide a basis a8
possible, the efforts of the Hiqh COmmissioner to promote durable and speedy
solutions to the problems of refugees,

Realizing in this context '.hat voluntary repatriation or r&turn remains
the most desirable solution to the problems faoing refugees and displ~c@d

persons of concern to the High Commissioner, and welooming the fa~t that in
various partu of the world it has beon possible for signfioant numbers of them
to return voluntarily to their countries of origin,

Commending States that, daopite Bovere .Qo~omlc and development problems
of their own, oontinue to admit large IIumbera of refugoos and displacod
persons of oonoern to the Offioe of the High Commissioner into their
territories, and emphasizing tho need to share the burden of these StateD to
tho maximum oxtent p0801ble through international assistance in aooordance
wLth the oonclualona 011 l'Of.'Uqoo aid and development adopted by thd EKeo'Jtiv&
Committee of thCil Programme of the High Commis8ioner at its thirty-eighth
08191on, !!I

StroBoing tho need for the international oommunity to co~tinuo to provldo
adequatQ rtJoettlement opportunities for those refugees for whllm 1'\0 other
durable solution may k~ in eight, with particular attQntion given to refugoos
who have already upont an inordinately long time in oamps,

Wolcoming the valuabl~ uupport extended by Uovarnments to the lIigh
Commlonionor in carryinq out hia humanitarian tasks, as well as the oontinuing
and inoreasing aa-operation between the Office of the High Commissioner and
other bodies of the United Nations system, and with intergovernmental and
non-governmental organil8tions,

Noting the High Commissioner's oontinuing efforts to reorqanize and
improve the efficienoy and offoctiven~SB of the Offioe, partioularly with
cespect to activities in the field,

CommentUng the High Commissioner and his staff for the dedicated manner
in which they discharge thoir responsibilities, and paying tributo to those
otaff members who lost their lives in the ocurse of their duties,

W Official Records of ".he General Assembly, l"orty-seeollc1 S090ion,
Supplement No. 12A (A/42/12/Add.1.), para. 2lC I sect. C.
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1. !!..twl.llJ!.L..!.£~ffirl1la,tho fund ....mental nature of the function of the
Unitud Nutionu tlicjh Commisoionor for ReL'ugeou to p1'ovide lnt~rnational

lH'oluction and the neod for Governmonte to co-opouto fully with hia Offioe in
01."<101' to f,u.:i 11 tltte tho el'footi VQ oxerciao u(' thiu function, in partioular by
acceding to and implemonting the relovant intornAtional .:Incl [Oclional refugee
instruments ....nd lly ucrupulou8ly obsorving thH prinGiplclJ ot aeyham and
non-refoulomontJ

2. ~ot.oa with particular concern the continued violation of the
principle of non-rafoulomont in oertain situ.... tions, and utr8sS0S the need to
~tren9thon meaaurOB to protect rofu90ea againot ouch action,

1. Appogia to aLL Statos th.1t havo not yet h..tcome parties to the 1951
Convontion and tho 1967 l)rotocol relat lng to tho StatuI] of Refugeos to
considor acceding to these inatrumonta in order to onhanco thoir universal
charactor,

4. fondomno all violationo of the rights and safoty of refugees and
4ayl'lm-seekors, in particular thos8 parpetratoo. by mU ltary or armed .... ttacks
aqainot refugee oamps and oettlements and other forms of violenoe.

S. Endoroea the oonolusions on military and armed attack' on refug••
oamps and settlements adopted by the Exeoutive Committeo of the PrQ9ramme of
the High Commissioner at its thirty-eighth 8888ion, ~/ an~ calls upon all
States to observe these principles,

6. ~ndor~ tho oonolusions on refugee ohildren adopted by the
E~~eultivo Committee of the PrOC)rllmma of the Hi9h Comniasioner at its
thirty-eighth oQ9sion, ~ and urges Statoo to oxtond thoir, full co-operation
to the High Commissioner 1n ensuring that the spocial need. of refugeo
children Aro mot,

7. UfgOO the High Commissioner to oontinue his efforts to identify and
meot the special needs of refugee women.

8. Roo~Jnize9 tho importance of fair and expoditious procedures for
dotormining rofugoe status and/or granting asylum in order, inter alia, to
protoot refugees Gnd Asylum-soekers from unjustifiod or unduly prolonged
dotontion or stay in oamps, and urges StS(.QR to ostablish such procuduraa f

9. Recogni1.oA the importanco of attaining durablo uolutions to rofugee
problems and in partiCUlar the need to addross 1.n this process the causeD that
force rotugcea and asylum-seekers to flee thoir countrieo of origin in the

20/ 1bid., pu r n • 206 •

ill Ib(d., paw. 20').
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light of tile report of tho Group of Governmental Exports on Intornational
Co-operation to Avert New ~lown of Refugees, ~/

10. Urges all Statea to support the High Commis~ioner in his efforts to
aohieve durable Dolutions to the problem of refugeeo and displaced persona of
concern to h19 Office, prinlarUy through voluntary repatriation or return,
including assistance to returneea, as appropriate or, wherever appropriate,
through inteCjration into count~'ies of asylum or through resettlement in third
countr iea,

11. ~xpro8aos deop apprQoiation for the valuable material and
humanitarian response of reoeiving oountries, in particular those developing
countries which, despite limited reaouroeo, continue to admit, on a permanent
or temporary basis, largo numbers of refugees and aBylum~tieeker9J

12. urges tho international community, in aocordanoe with the principle
of international solidarity and burden-ohat'ing, to 8sIJist tht! above-mentioned
COl>lItriO~ in order to enable them to cope with the additional burden that tho
care for refugeea and aoylum-aookore roprosonts,

13. R9cOCjnizes with appreciation the work done by the High Commissioner
to put into pra"tice the concept of development-orionted assistance to
refugoes and returneeo, as initiated at the Second International Conf.erenoe on
ABaiBtanc~ to Refugees in Afrioa, 12/ and urges him to continue that prooeoe,
wherover appropriate, in full co-operation with appropriate international
agonci08, and further urgos GovornmentB to Bupp~rt those efforts,

14. Emphaoizea tho eBRential role of developmont-oriented organizations
and aqencieo in tho implemontation of programmeR that benefit refu90e~ ar~

roturnooo an~ ~rqeo the High Commissionor and those organizations and
agonci08, in accordanco with their roapectivo mandatoe, to strengthen their
mutual co-oporation towards the attainmont of durablo aolutionD, and calla
upon tho High Commissioner to continue t.o promote such co-oporation,

15. Call", UpOIl all Govornmonts to contrihuto, in a apirit of
international sol idar ity and burdon-shot" ing and in uvery way feasible, to t.he
Iligh Commisaionor's protjramrnos with the aim of ensuring that the ncods of
rofuqoon, returnoes and displaced persona of concern t.o tho High Commioaionur
are meL

22/ A/41./:i~4, illlrH'X.
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UIU\lt'T IUJ:I;OLU'l'ION V

Auoistanco to rofugoon, ratutneea and dioplaood PQraonR of
Contral America

'rho General Anaomhly,

BOlitio'] 1n mind ita roao1ution 42/1 of 1 Octobor 1901 on the current
p€.ace initiatives undortakon in connec:t1on with tho "Procedure for tt.....
99tabliflhmont of 0& fi rm and lasting peace in Contral Mo r iea", oign01 at
Guatomala City on 7 August 1987 by tho Contral American Presidents, ~jl/ and in
particular section 8 ther~of concerning rofugees and displaced per90116 in the
rOI,ion,

Rocalling the report of tho United Nations fl1qh Commisoionor fur
Refugees 25/ and the dccioion takon by the Executive Committee at its
thirty-oighth aoaoion concerning refugees in Central America, ~ in v~ich the
Executive Committoe, inter alia, reaffirmod the importanoe of continuing to
apply regional approachos for tho conoideratiC}n ,)f this problem and thtl
il'iti.ative to organize a co'lIferonce on this quostion in 1938,

noaring in mind further the principloD contained in the Cartagena
Declaration on Rofugeoe. of 1984 and the conclusions and recommendationu of the
colloquium held in Moxico in 1981 on aoylum and international ~rotoction of
refugoos in Latin America,

RocolJnhin9 tho gonerouo oUorto made by tho countries receiving Central
Amerioan rofuge~~ despito tho onormous difCiculties facing them, ospocially
the present oconomic er his,

Awaro of tho conlploxity and 9oriouonoao of tho oituation of the rofuqtHHl
and diBplacod ponlCms in tho Contral American roginn and its effects on the
social llnd economic dovolopment at' the ilrea,

Conrdderi"'~1. that volunti..u'y repatriation c'7Jnutit.ut.Ha the most appr.opriate
solution to the problom of refugoes, providod thllt it iA Oil the basie of
inl1ividual volition and with tho collaboration of tho Off lee of the Unitod
Nut 101\1'\ High Commi (\9 ioner for Rofuqoon, and that tho 1 upatrie.t ion is carr 1ed
OU;. undor contlitiono of complete oafety unu pr~f(~rllbly to the country of
origin,

24/ A/42/52l-S/19085, annex.

321 Official Rer::ordA of the GencHnJ. /\nnl~mbly'l Fort,X-Ro~ond SOAoioll,
Supplement N(). 12 (1\/42/12).

l§./ Ibid., Supplemont No. 121\ (1\/42/12/l\dl.1. \.), para. 20U.
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~6ping in mind a180 the means of co-operation established in the r0910n
through tho eettin9 up of tripartite commi saions, comp()soo of representatives
of the country of origin, the country of aavlum and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugeos, to £a~ilitato and co-ordinate
activities relatin9 to the repatriation of refugeoo,

Reo99ni~~ the urgent need to co-oporate with the oountries of Centrftl
Amerioa and Mexioo in the various phases invcl~~d in the repatriation,
relocation, local integut.1on and resettlelC\ont of rofut,Jooo within th..
framework of lasting solutions,

Aware also of the adverse oituatlon of persons displaced within thoir own
country and of thelr: need for assistanoe fn otdor to reintegrate them in their
plaoes of origin,

Underlining the paramount importance of. tho humanitarian and apolitical
aspect of the treatment of the problem of refugeos and displaoed porsons, Bnd
the need to ensure that that aspeot is Qtrictly observed by tha authoritioD of
the countries of ori9in and of asylum, and of all partioipating agencies,

T~king note that the E~eoutlvo CommittQO of the Agroomonts of
l'.:liIquipula9 XI decided to establish a sub-commiaaion on refugeos and displaced
parsons, composed of represe~tatlvQs of the Contral Amerioan countrios, in
order to study and propose formulas for promoting and faoilit~tin9 voluntary
repatriation and to proposo maohinery fat' t'ogiorlal co-oporation ~G well as
joint Bctivities with the international oommunity,

1. Expronaoa ita satisfaotion at thd commitmonts made by the Presidents
of the Central Amorican oountries in point 9 ef. tho Eaquipulas 11 documont to
protect and aid refugoes and displaoed poraorl{i,

l. £2m~endB the valuable humanitarian work carried out by the Offioe of
tho United Nations High Commissionar for R~fugeoo, governmontal and
non-qovorr.mcntal organizations and countrico of Qaylum and also tho important
contribution of the donor oountrios in rlolving the moat oritical problems
involvod in rendering assistance to Contral ~r.3rican refugeos and displac9d
porsonsI

J. 1\1['10 commando the important int,tillLiv'l takgn by the Centrt'l American
countr ioa, the Contadora Group and the Support. Oroup on the ref!ugoe quostion
au part of the efforts made to rastore peace in the roqionl

4. Appeals to the international cOInmunity and governmental and
non-governmental organizations to draw up00 ~hoir humanitarian and apolitlcal
character and to provide ~nd increase co-operation and assistance to Central
American refugees, returneea and displaced ,;JerGOnSI

5. Invites Member StateR to co-operata with the countries of the rogion
in solving the social and economic problumo adsing from the streams \)f
r~fugoos and ~18placod persons,

/ •• It
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6. Appeals to the internati la! community to intensify its co-operation
in the process of voluntary repatriation that is taking place as well as the
rehabilitation of returnees in their country of origin, and also urges it to
facilitate the resettlement or transfer of refugees within the framework of
lasting solutions and, while that process is taking place, to continue
international humanitarian co-operation f~r the benefit of the refugp~s;

7. Stresses the need to co-ordinate humanitarian assistance projects
~ with the national development plans of the countries of the region and

emphasizes that the assistance provided for projects related to refugees must
be considered special in character and independent of co-operation for the
development of the countries of the region;

8. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the competpnt
agencies of the United Nations system, to take the necessary measures for
preparing programmes of assistance to persons displaced in their own country
and for facilitating the reintegration and rehabilitation of returnees~

9.
Nations
General
present

Also requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the United
High Commission~r for Refugees and competent bodies, to report to the
Assembly at its forty-third session on the implementation of the
resolution.




