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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 1B September 1987, the General Assembly, on the

recormendation of the General Committee, decided to include in its agenda the item
entitled:

"Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees:
"(a) Report of the High Commissicner;

"{b) Question of the continuation of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees;

" (c) Assistance to refugees in Africa: report of the Secretary-General™
and to allocate it to the Third Committee.

2. The Committee considered the item at its 45th, 47th to 50th, 52nd, 54th and
56th meetings, on 13, 16, 17, 19 and 20 November 1987. An account of the
Committee’s discussion is contained in the relevant summary records
(3/C.3/42/5R.45, 47-50, 52, 54 and 56).

3. The Committee decided to consider item 103 together with the relevant reports
of the Secretary-General, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the
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chapters of the report of the Economic and Social Council, submitted under
item 12, 1/

q. In connection with item 103, the Committee had hefore it the following
documentation:

(8) Report of the Economic and Social Council for the year 1987, chapter III,
section I (A/42/3)) 2/

(b) Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) 3/

(c) MAssistance to refugees in Africa: report of Lhe Secretary-General
(A/42/491)

(d) Letter dated 29 January 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
Afghanistan to the United Nations addreased to the Secretary-General (A/42/112))

(e) Letter dated 2 February 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
Democratic Kampuchea to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/742/114-5/18647))

(f) Letter dated 4 May 1987 from the Chargé d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent
Mission of Suriname to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/42/270)

(g9) Letter dated 5 June 1987 from the Permanent Representative of Democratic
Kanipuchea to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/42/323-5/18899)

(h) Letter dated 29 June 1987 from the Permanent Representative of Demncratic
Kampuchea to the United Natlons addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/42/376-5/18959))

(1) Letter cdated 3 July 1987 from the representatives of Australia, Belgium
Canada, the Federal Republic of Germanv, Iceland, Japan, Spain, the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Uni:=2d Statees of America to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/42/381-E/1987/117))

(J) Note verbale dated 6 July 1987 from the Permanent Midsion of Burundi to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/42/390))

i/ For the report of the Commitcae on agenda item 12, see A/42/803 and
addendum,

2/ To be issued as Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second
Session, Supplement No. 3 (A/42/3).

3/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-gsecond Session,
Supplement No. 12 (A/42/12) and ibid., Supplement No. 12A (A/42/12/Add.l).
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(k) Letter dated 9 July 1987 from the Chargé d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent
Misgsion of Suriname to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/42/391))

(1) Letter dated 13 July 1987 from the Chargé d'affaires a.i. of the
Permanent Minajion of Suriname to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General (A/42/398))

(m) Letter dated 13 August 1987 from the Permanent Representative of Thailand
to the United Nations addressed to the Secrotary-General (A/42/477-5/19048);

(n) Letter dated 1 September 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
Demncratic Kampuchea to the United Naticns addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/42/525-8/19092)

(o) Letter dated 23 October 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
2imbabwe to the United Nations addrecsed to the Secretary-General (A/42/68l))

(p) Genvoral Assambly decision 41/428, by which the Apsembly deferred until
ite forty-second session consideration of a draft resolution entitled
"International procedures for the protection of refugees" (A/C.3/42/L.6);

(q) Letter dated 27 October 1937 from the Permanent Representative of
Honduras to the United Nations addressed to the Becretucy~General (A/C.3/42/L.27).

5. At the 45th meeting, on 13 November, the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees and the Undor-Secretary-General for Special Political Questions, Regional

Co-operation, Deoolonization and Tirusteeship made introductory statements (see
A/C.3/42/8R.45) . )

6. At the 50th meeting, on 17 November, the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees made & concluding statement.

I1. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

A. Draft resolution A/C.3/42/1.6

7. At its forty-second session, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of
the Third Committee, decided to defer until its forty-second sesaion consideration
of the draft resolution entitled "International procediL:es for the protection of
rafugees" (decision 41/428). The text of the draft resolution, which was before
the Committee in document A/C.3/42/L.6, was as follows:

"The General Asgembly,

"Deeply concerned by the plight of refugees in all parts of the world and
in particular by the fact that traditjonal solutions to refugee problems,
namely, voluntary repatriation, regional integration or resettlement in third
‘countries, are still out of reach for a great number of refuqees,
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*Wwishing to establish a set of prncedures providing for an orderly
management of the flowe of refugees,

“Recognizing that the care for and the interest of the individual refugee
must at all times be the primary concern,

"Believing that the auvhievement of durable esolutions to the problems
facing refugees should b. pased on the following guiding principles in that
order of priority:

¥ (a) Voluntary repatriation,

"(b) Regional integration,

"(c) Resettlement outside the region,

it being underestood that the order of priority may vary according to the
concrete circumstances,

"Appraciating the burden that, according to these principles, falls upon
the countries of a region that may be exposed to heavy flows of refugees,

"Emphasizing, therefore, the need to compensate those countries to the
maximum extent possible through international assistance programmes, including
the financing of the establishment and administration of regional United
Nations processing centres,

"Realizing also the need to establish a global United Nations scheme for
receiving those refugees who cannot be repatriated or integrated on a regional
basis,

"Taking into account the views expressed during the debate on the report
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,

"l. Uxges all States to contribute to internatioral assistance
programmes, particularly in those countries most affected by heavy flows of
refugec s

"2. Requests the Becretary-General, in co-operation with the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, to draw up a report
evaluating the costs involved in setting up a sufficient number of United
Nations refugee-processing centres to deal with the existing flows of refugeces
and indicating the number of refugees that each State Member of the United
Nations, according to its population, population density and gross national
product, might be able to receive)

"3. Further requests the Secretary-General to submit that report to
Member States inviting their comments, including comments as to how many
refugees registared by the Office of the High Commissioner each Member State
io wiling to receive on an annual basisy
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"4, Decides to take up this matter on the basis of the report of the
Secretary~General during the forty-second session of the General Assembly in

connection with the report of the United Nations High Commimsioner for
Refugees."

8. At the 47th meeting, on 16 November, the representative of Nenmark made a
statement (see A/C.3/42/SR.47).

9. At the 54th meeting, on 20 November, following a statement by the Chairman

(see A/C.3/42/SR.54), the Committee decided not to take action on the draft
recolution,

B. Draft resolution A/C,.3/42/1,.67

10. At the 52nd meeting, on 19 November, the repr.sentative of Senegal, on behalf
of the Chairman of the African Group and the sponsors, introduced a draft
resolution (A/C.3/42/L.67) entitled "International Conference on the Plight of
Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in Sovthern Africa™.

11. At the 54th meeting, on 20 November, the representative of Malawi, on behalf
of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the African Group,
orally revised the second preambular paragraph by replacing the words “"their

liberation movements" with the words "the liberation mocvem~nts of South Africa and
Namibia".

12, At the same meeting, draft resolution A/C,3/42/L.67, as orally rev.aed, was
adopted without a vote (see para. 26, draft resolution I).

13. After the adoption of the draft resolution, statemente in explanation of
position were made by the representatives of the United Kingdom of Great Lritain
and Northern Ireland, the Federal Republic of Germany and the United State. of
America (see A/C.3/42/8R,54).

C. Draft raesolution A/C.3/42/1..68

14. At the 52nd meeting, on 19 November, the representative of Senegal, on behalf
of the Chairman of the African Group and the mRponsors, introduced a drafte

resolution (A/C.3/42/L.68) entitled "Second International Conference on Assintance
to Refugeesn in Africa”.

15. At the 54th meeting, on 20 November, draft resolution A/C.3/42, ..68 wan
adopted without a vote see para. 26, draft resolution II).

D. Draft resolution A[C.3/42/L.77

6. At the 56th meeting, on 23 November, the representative of Demnark introduced
a draft resolution (A/C.3/42/L.77) entitled "Continuation of the Office of the
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees", sponooved by Auantralia, Austria,
Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, Costa Riva, Cyprus, Demmark, Diibouti, the Dominican
Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic cf, lcecland, Japan, Malaysia,
the Netherlandsa, mcrway, Rwanda, Spain, the Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern lreland and the United States of America.

17. At the same meeting, draft resolution A/C.3/42/L.77 was adopted withont a vote
{see para. 26, draft resolution III).

E. Draft resolution A/C,3/42/1,78

18. At the 56th meeting, on 23 November, the representative of Demmark introduced
a draft resolution (A/C.3/42/L.78) entitled "Of’ice of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees®, sponsored by Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Bolgium,
Canada, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, Djibouti, the Dominican Republic, Finland,
France, Germany, Federal Republic ~f, Greece, Iceland, Italy, the Notherlands, Now
Zealand, Noiway, Portuqgal, Rwanda, Seneqal, Scmalia, Spaln, the Sudan, Sweden,
Thailand and the United Kinmgdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

19, At the same meeting, the representative of the United States of Amorica made a
statoment in explanation of vote before the vote (see A/C.3/42/8R.56).

20. At the same meeting, the representative of Pakistan orally propogsed to amend
operative paragraph 14 by addine the words "together with the competent fora of tho
United Nations" after the words "to strengthen their mutual co-~operation®.

21. At the same meeting, following an oral propwoal by the representative of
Australia, the representative of Denmark, on behalf of the spousors, revised
operativo paragraph 14 by adding the words "in accordance with thelr respective
mandates" after the words "urges the High Commigsioner and those organizationo and

agonciesg",

22. At the same meeting, draft resolution A/C,3/42/L.78, as orally revised, way
adopted without a vote (soe para. 26, draft recaolution 1V).

23, At the 58th meeting, the repregentative of Malaysia made a statement in
oxplanation of vote after the vote (sce A/C.3/42/5R.58).

F. Draft resolution A/C.3/42/L,20

24. At the 56th meeting, on 23 November, the representative of Honduras introduced
a draft resolution (A/C.3/42/L.80) entitled "Asuistance to raeturnees, refugeos and
displaced persons in Central America", on behalf of Argentina, Belize, Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Copta Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El 8alvador,
Guutema]a, Haiti, Honduras, Italy, Mexico, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Papugu_x,

e o 3k $A At S

rovieed the title of the draft resolution to read “Asuiutanco to. refugoeﬁ.
returnees and displaced persons of Central America".
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2%. At the name meeting, draft resolution A/C.3/42/L.80, as orally revigsed, was
adopted without a vote (see para. 26, Adraft resolution V).

I11. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE THIRD COMMITTER

26, The Third Committee recommends to the Genaral Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutiona:

ORAFT RESOLUTION I

International Conference on_the Plight of Refugees, leturnees
and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa

The General Assembly,

Gravely concerned at the leteriorating situation in southern Africa
arising from the continued domination and oppression of the peoples of South
Africa and Namibia by the minority racist régime of South Africa,

OConscious of the need to provide increased assistance to the peoples of
the region and the liveration movements of South Africa and Namibia in their
struggle against colonialism, racial discrimination and the policies of

apartheid,

Conscious also of ito responsibility to provide ezunomic, material and
humanitarian a"sistance to i{ndependent States in southern Africa in order to
anoist them in coping with the situation resulting from the acta of agyression
and destabil ization committed by the apartheid régime of South Africa,

Aware that apartheid in South Africa, the jllegal occupation of Namibia
and acts of destabilization carried out by South Africa and its surrogate
elements continue to be the main causes of refugee flows and the displacement
of persons in the southern reqgion of Africa,

Taking note of the decision by the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity at its twenty-third ordinary
session, held at Addis Ababa trom 27 to 29 July 1987, to convene an
International Confurence on the Plight of Refugees, Returnees and Displaced
Persons {n Bouthern Africa and to enlist the active support of the
international community, in particular the United Nations, the United Natlions
High Commissioner for Refugees and the Southern African Development
Co-ordination Conference, to that end,

Taking note alno of the declision of the Executive Committee of the
Programme of the High Commissioner to endorse the proposal for the convening
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of an international conference to address the specific situation of refugees
and displaced persons in southern Africa, 4,

Appreciating the current efforts of the international community to
provide humanitarian assistance to refugees and other persons displaced by
armed conflict in the countries of southern Africa,

Recognizing that the task of caring for refugees is a matter of
international concern and solidarity in keeping with the Charter of the United
Nations, international and regional instruments, in particular the 1951
Convention 5/ and the 1967 Protocol) 6/ ralating to the 8Status of Refugees, as
well as tha 1969 Convention of the Organization of African unity Governing tho
Specific Aspects of Rofujee Problems in Africa, 7/

Convinced that there i8 an urgent need for the international community to
extend maximum and concerted assistance to so*hern African countries hosting
refugees, returnees and displaced persons and also to highlight the plight of
the i1efugees, returnees and digplaced persons in southern Africa,

1. Walcomes the decision takon by the Organization of African Unity to
convene in September 1988 an International Conference on the Plight of
Refugees, Returnees and Dioplaced Persona in Southern Africay

2. Relteraten itsg appreciation to the Secretary-General for hin
« ‘forts, on behalf of the international community, to organize and mobilizo
apecial programmes of economic assigtance for those Afrilcan States facing
grave economic difficulties, the front-~line States and other independont
States of southern Africa to help them to withstand the offacts of the actu ot
aggression and destabilization comnitted by the apartheid régime of South
Africay

3. Welcomes tho decision of the Executive Committee of the Programme of
the High Commissioner on the Intornational Conforence)

4. Requestsy the Socretary-Gonoral of the United Nations, in clouso
co~operation with the United Nations High Commissionar for Refugeces, to give
all possible assistance to the Secretary~General of the Organization of
African Unity in the preparation and organization of the International
Cnnferenceay

4/ See Official Records of the General Asgsembly, Fourty=-second sesnnion,
Supplement No. 12A (A/42/12/Add.1), para. 209,

5/ United Nationo, Treaty Serics, vol. 189, No. 2545, p. 150.

6/ 1bid., vol. 606, No. 8791, p. 267,

2/ bid., vol. 1001, No. 14691, p. 45.

o r———
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5. Appsals to all Member States, the specialized agencies of the United
Nations syster and region.l, intergovernmental and noi..-governmental
organizations o provide all the necessary support an:i resources needed for
the convening and success of the International Conforince;

6. Calls upon the international community to provide increased
assistance *o the countries of southern Africa to enable thom to streizjthen
, their capariiy to provide the necessary facilities and services for the care
and well~being of refuws2es, returnees and displaced perscns in their ccuntries;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to apprise the Economic and Social
Council at its second reqular session of 1968 and to report to the Gen=ral
Assembly at its forty-third session on the implementation of the present
resolution,

DRAFT RESOLUTION II

Second International Conference on Assistance

to Refugees in Africa

The General) Assembly,

Recalling all its resolutions, particularly resolution 41/122 of
4 December 198G, relating to the Seopnd International Conference on Assistance
to Refugees in Africa,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on assistance to
refugees in Africa, 8/

I

Mindful that the fundamental purpose of the Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted by the Second Internaticmal Conference on Assistance to
Refugees in Africa, held at Geneva fram 9¢o 11 July 1984, 8/ was to launch
collective actien by the internationzal community aimed at achieving lasting
solutions,

Gravely concerned at the persistent aud serious problem of large numbers
of refugees on tl:e African continent,

Aware of the heavy Lurden borne by Africam countries of asylum on account
of the presence of these refugees and its consequences for their economic and
socias development, and of the heavy sacrifices made by them, despite their
limited resources,

8/ AS42/431.

3/ AW/39/402, annex.

Feva
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Deeply concerned that the refugee situation has been severely affected by
the critical economic situation in Africa, as well as by drought and other
natural disasters,

Bearing in mind the United Nations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development 1986~1990, 10/ adopted by the General
2ssembly at its thirteenth special session, the special session devoted to the
critical economic situation in Africa, which refers in particular to the need
for the speedy implementation of the recommendations of the Second
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa,

Recognizing that the efforts of the countries of asylum require the
concerted support of the international community to meet the needs for
emergency relief, and for medium-term and long~term development aid,

Taking note of the declarations, decisions and resolutions adopted by the
Assembly »f Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity
at its twenty~third ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 27 to
29 July 1987, 11/ and of the resolutions adopted by the Council of Ministers
of the Organization of African Unity at its forty-sixth ordinary session, held
at Addis Ababa from 20 to 25 July 1987, 12/ on the situation of refugees in
Africa,

Emphasizing the collective responsibility of sharing the urgent and
overwhelming burden of the problem of African refugees through effective
mobilization of additional resources to meet the urgent and long-term needs of
the refugees and to strengthen the capacity of countries of asylum to provide
adequately for the refugees while they remain in those countries, as well as
to assist the countries of origin in rehabilitating voluntary returnees,

gelteiating once again the vital importance of the complementarity
be cw:er. refugee aid and development assistance,

N.ting once again with deep concern that many of the projects submitted
to the Secend International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa
have yet to be funded and implemented,

Desirous of ensuring the speedy implementation of the recommendations and
pledges made at the Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees
in Africa,

10/ Resolution 5-13/2, annex.
ll/ See A/42/699, annex II.

}2/ Ibid., annex I.

/o-.
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Noting the initiative taken by the Secretary-General to promote increased
and effective co-operation between the United Nationa Development Programme
and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees through
the signing of an agreement on co-operation, as well as the measures he has
taken to revitalize the Truet Fund of the Second International Conference on
Assistance to Refugees in Africa,

. 1. Expresses its deop appreciation to African host countries, which are
the biggest donors, for their generous contribution and continuous efforts to
alleviate the plight of refugees in spit~» of their critical economic situation;

2. Reiterates its appreciation to all donor countries, the
organizations anu specialized agencies of the United Nations system, regional
organizations and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations for
their initial support and response to the projects submitted to the Second
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africay 13/

3. Urges the international community to maintain the momentum created
by tht Conference and to translate into reality the proiects submitted as well
as the principles of the Declaration and Programme of Action agreed upon by
the Conference)

4. Emphagsizes the vital importance of the complementarity of refugee
aid and development assistance and of achieving durable solutions to the
problem of refugees in Africa and the necessity of providing assistance for
the strengthening of the social and economic infrastructures of African
countries receiving refugees and returaees)

5. Expresnes its appreciation to the Secreatary-General, the United
Nations High Commiseioner for Refugers and the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme for their ccacerted action aimed at revitalizing
and further strengthening the mechanisms of implementation of “he Second
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa)

6. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Refudees to
continue to keep thie situation of refugee: in Africa under constant review so
ag to ensure that adequate assigcance is available for care and maintenance
and for bringing about 4v: -tle solutions)

7.  Reguegts the Unjited Nations Development Programme to increase its
efforts to mobilize additional cesnurces for refugee-related davelopment
projects and, in general, to promote and co-ordinate with the host countries
and the donor community the integration of refugee-raelrted activiti., into
national development planningsy

13/ See A/41/572, annex.

/oo
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8, Calls upon all Member States and organizations of the United Nations
system concerned, as well as ralavant regional, intergovernmental and
non=-governmental organizations, to intensify their support for the ospeedy
implementation of the recommendations and pledges made at the Conference)

9. Again requests the Secretary-General, in accordance with the
Declaration and Programme of Action, to monitor, in consultation and cloge
co-operation with the Orgaunization of African Unity, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations Development Programme, the
effective follow-up to the Confarence)

10, PFurther requests the Secretary-General to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-third session, through the Economic and Social Council,
on the implementation of the present resolution,

DRAFT RESOLUTION III

Continuation of the Office of the United Nations
High Commigoioner for Refugaes

The Genaral Assambly,

Recalling its resolution 37/196 of 18 December 1982, in which it decided
to review, not later than at its forty-gsecond session, the arrangements for
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees with a view to
determining whether the Office should be continued beyond 31 December 1988,

Recoqnizing the nced for concerted international action on behalf of the
increasing numbers of refugees and digsplaced persons of concern to the lHigh
Commissioner,

Conaidering the outstanding work that has beoon performed by the Office of
the High Commiosioner in providing international protection and material
agsistance to refugees and displaced persons as well as in promoting permanent
golutions to their probleus,

Noting with deep apprecilation the eftective manner in which the Office of
the High Commissioner has been dealing with various cussential humanitarian
tasks entrusted to it,

1. Docides to continue the Office of the United Nations Iligh
Commissioner for Refugees for a further period of five years from
1 Junuary 1989

2, Deciden to review, not later than at itg forty-seventh sessior, the

arrangements for the Office of the lHigh Commissioner with a view to
determining whether the Office should be continued beyond 31 Decamber 1993,

/i e e
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DRAFT RESOLUTION IV

Qffice of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

The General Assembly,

, Having considered the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees on the activities of his Office, 14/ as well as the report of the
Executive Committee of the Programme of the High Commissioner on the work of
its thirty-eighth session, 15/ and having heard the statements made by the
High Commissioner on 13 and 17 November 1987, 16/

Recalling its resolution 41/124 of 4 December 1986,

Reaffirming the purely humanitarian and non-political character of the
activities of the Office of the High Commissioner, which are undertaken in the
common interest of humanity,

Noting with satisfaction that, following recent accessions, one hundred
and three States are now parties to the 1951 Convention 17/ and/or the 1967
Protocol 18/ relating to the Status of Refugees,

Deeply concerned that refugees and displaced persons of concern to the
High Commissioner continue to face, in certain situations, distressingly
serious problems in various parts of the world,

Particularly concerned that in various regions the safety and welfare of
refugees and asylum-seekers continue-to be seriously jeopardized on account of
military or armed attacks and other forms of vioclence, and noting that further
efforts should be made in dealing with the problem of rescuing asylum-seekers
in distress at sea,

Stressing the fundamental importance of the High Commissioner's function
to provide international protection, particularly in the context of the
increasing complexity of the contemporary refugee problem, and the need for
States to co-operate with the High Commissioner in the exercise of this
essential function,

14/ oOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second Session,
Supplement No. 12 (A/42/12). : .

15/ 1bid., Supplement No. 12A (A/42/12/Add.1).

16/ 1Ibid., Forty-second Session, Third Committee, 45th meeting and
50th meeting.

-

7/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol., 189, No. 2545, p. 150.

s |

/ Ibid., vol. 606, No. 8791, p. 267.

Lsee
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Noting the efforts of the High Commissioner to continue tc addrese the
special problems and needs of refugee and displaced women and children, who in
many cases are exposed to a variety of difficult situations affecting thelr
physical and legal protection as well as their psychological and material
well-being,

Emphasiging tho need foy States to assist, on as wide a basis as
possible, the efforts of the High Commissioner to promote durable and apeedy
solutions to the problems of refugees,

Realizing in this context ‘hat voluntary repatriation or re¢turn remains
the most deasirable solution to the problems facing refugees and displaced
pargons of concern to the High Commisaioner, and welcoming the faut that in
various parts of the world it has been possible for signficant numbers of them
to return voluntarily to thelr countries of origin,

Commending States that, despite severe economic and development problems
of their own, continue to admit large numbers of refugees and displaced
persons of concern to the Office of the High Commissioner into their
territories, and emphasizing the need to share the burden of these States to
the maximum oxtent posaible through international assistance in accordance
with the conclusions on refugee aid and development adopted by the Exeocativa
Committee of the Programme of the High Commissioner at its thirty=-eighth
gsesaion, 19/

Strassing the need for the international community to contipnue to provide
adequato resettlement opportunities for those refugees for whom no other
durable solution wmay be in eight, with particular attontion given to refugaes
who have aiready spent an inordinately long time in camps,

Wolcoming the valuable support extended by Governments to the ligh
Commianioner in carrying out his humanitarian tasks, as well as the continuing
and increasing co-operation between the Office of the High Commissioner and
other bodies of the United Nations system, and with intergovernmental and
non~-governmental organizations,

Noting the High Commisaioner's continuing efforts to reorganize and
improve the aefficiency and effoectivenass of the Office, particularly with
ceapect to activities in the field,

Commending the High Commissioner and his staff for the dedicated manner
in which they discharge their responasibilities, and paying tribute to those
staff members who lost thelr lives in the ccurse of their duties,

19/ official Records of *he General Assembly, Forty-second Sossion,
Supplement No. 12A (A/42/12/Add.l), para. 21C, sect. C.

/oo.
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1. Strongly reaffirms the fundamental nature of the function of the
Unitod Nations High Commisaioner for Retfugees to provide international
protection and the need for Governments to co-operate fully with his Office in
order to facilitate the effective exerciso of this functlon, in particular by
acceding to and implementing the relevant international and reqgional refugee
instruments and by scrupulously observing the principles of asylum and
non=refouloment)

2. Notaeo with particular concern the continued violation of the
principle of non-refouloment in certain situations, and atresses the need to
strengthen measures to protect rofugees against such action)

3. Appealsn to ali States that have not yet bacome parties to the 1951
Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees to

consldar acceding to these instruments in order to enhance theilr universal
charactor)

4, Condomng all violationn of the rights and safety of refugees and
asylum-seekers, in particular those perpetrated by military or armed attacks
against refugee camps and settlements and other forms of violence)

5. Endornes the conclusions on military and armed attacks on refugee
camps and settlements adopted by the Executive Committee of the Programme of

the High Commisaioner at its thirty-eighth session, 20/ and calls upon all
States to obgoerve these principles)

6. Endorges the conclusions on refugee children adopted by the
Erecutive Committee of the Programme of the High Comnisaioner at its
thirty-aighth segaion, 21/ and urges States to oxtend their full co-operation

to the High Commissioner in ensuring that the special needs of refugee
children are met)

7. Urges the High Commissioner to continue his efforts to identify and
meet the special needs of refugeo women)

8. Recoynizes the importance of fair and expeditious procedures for
determining rofugoe status and/or granting asylum in order, inter alia, to
protect rofugees and asylum-geekers from unjustified or unduly prolonged
datention or stay in camps, and urges Staces to establish such procedurass

9. Recognizea the importance of attaining durable wsolutions to refugee

problems and in particular the need to address in this proucess the causes that
force retfugees and asylum~seekers to flee their countries of origin in the

i ettt wt— ek #m

20/ 1bid., para. 206.

21/ Ibid., para. 20%.
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light of the report of the Group of Governmental Experts on Intcernational
Co~operation to Avert New I'lown of Refugees) 22/

10. Urges all 8tatea to support the High Commissioner in his effortas to
achieve durable solutions to the problem of refugees and displaced persona of
concern to his Office, primarily through voluntary repatriation or return,
including assistance to returnees, as appropriate or, wherever appropriate,
through integration into count.les of asylum or through resettlement in third
countries)

11. Expresses deep appreciation for the valuable material and
humanitarian rosponse of receiving countries, in particular those developing
countries which, despite limited resources, continue to admit, on a permanent
or temporary basis, large numbers of refugees and asylum-seekersj

12. Urges the international community, in accordance with the principle
of international solidarity and burden-sharing, to assist the above-mentioned
countries in order to enable them to cope with the additional burden that the
care for raefugees and asylum-scekors roprescents)

13. Recognizes with appreciation the work done by the High Commissioner
to put into practice the concept of development~oriented assistance to
refugees and returnees, as initiated at the Second International Conference on
Agsistance to Refugees in Africa, 23/ and urges him to continue that process,
wherevar appropriate, in full co-operation with appropriate international
agonclios, and further urges Governments to suppert these efforts)

14. Emphasizes the essential role of development-oriented organizations
and agencies in the implementation of programmes that benefit refugoes and
raturnees anu ..rges the High Commissionaer and those organizations and
agencioes, in accordance with their raespective mandates, to strengthen their
mutual co-operation towards the attainment of durable molutions, and calls
upon the High Commissioner to continue to promote such co-operationp

15. Calls upon all Governments to contribute, in a spirit of
international solidarity and burden-sharing and in cvery way feasible, to the
High Commisagioner's proyrammes with the aim of ensuring that the neods of
refugeesn, returnees and displaced persons of concern to the High Commissioner
are met.

B

22/ A/41/324, annex,

23/ See AN/4L/%12, annex.
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DRAIT RESOLUYTION V

Agaistance to refuqeen, roturneea and displaced persons of
Contral America

The General Apsembly,

Boaring in mind its regolution 42/1 of 7 October 1987 on the current
peaca initiatives undertaken in conneation with the "Procedure for the
egtablishment of a firm and lasting peace in Contral America", aigned at
Guatemala City on 7 Auqust 1987 by the Central American Presidents, 24/ and in

particular section 8 theraof concerning refugees and displaced persons in the
reylon,

Recalling the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees 25/ and the decision taken by the Executive Committee at its
thirty-eighth scssion concerning refugees in Central America, 26/ in which the
Executive Committee, inter alia, reaffirmed the importance of continuing to
apply regional approachas for the consideration of this problem and the
iritiative to organize a coufaraence on this question in 1938,

Bearing in mind further the principles contained in the Cartagena
Declaration on Refugoce of 1984 and the conclusions and recommendations of the

colloquium held in Mexico in 1981 on asylum and international protection of
refugeos in Latin America,

Rocognizing the generous efforts made by the countries receiving Central

American rofugees despite the enormous difficulties facing them, ospecially
the pregent economic crisis,

.

Aware of the complexity and seriousness of the situation of the refugean
and displaced persons in the Central American rogion and its effocts on the
social and cconomic development of the area,

Congiderina that voluntary repatriation constitutes the most appropriate
solution to the problem of refugoes, provided that it is on the basis of
individual volition and with the colloboration of the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugecs, and that the repatriation is carried

ou.. under conditions of complete safety and preferably to the country of
origin,

24/ A/42/521-8/19085, annex.

25/ 0Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second Session,
Supplement No. 12 (A/42/12),

26/ 1lbid., Supplement No. 12A (A/42/12/Add.1), para. 208,

S
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~~aping in mind also the means of co-operation established in the region
through the setting up of tripartite commissions, composed of representatives
of the country of origin, the country of asylum and the Office of the United
Nations High Commisasioner for Refugeesa, tc facilitate and co-ordinate
activities relating to the repatriation of refugees,

Reacoqnizing the urgent need to co-operate with the countries of Central
America and Mexico in the various phases invclved in the repatriation,
relocation, local integration and resettlement of refugoes within the
framework of lasting solutions,

Aware also of the adverse situation of persons displaced within their own
country and of their need for assistance in order to reintegrate them in theit
places of origin,

Underlining the paramount importance of the humanitarian and apolitical
aspect of the treatment of the problem of refugeecs and displaced persons, and
the nead to ensure that that aspect is strictly observed by thao authoritioes of
the countrics of origin and of asylum, and of all participating agencies,

Taking note that the Executive Committeo of the Agreements of
Enquipulas II decided to aestablish a sub-commission on refugeos and displaced
peraons, composaed of raprasentatives of the Cantral American countries, in
order to study and propose formulas for promoting and facilitating voluntary
repatriation and to propose machinery for regional co-operation as well as
joint activities with the international community,

1. Expraengses its satisfaction at the commitments made by the Presidents
of the Central American countries in point 8 of the Esquipulas IT document to
protect and aid refugees and displaced porazonip

2. Commends the valuable humanitarian work carried out by the Office of
the United Nations High Commiasioner for Re¢fugeeu, governmental and
non-~qovernmental organizations and countries of asylum and also the important
contribution of the donor countriea in solving the most critical problems
involved in rendering assistance to Central American refugees and displaced
persons

3. Also commenda the important initiutiva takaen by the Centrel American
countries, the Contadora Group and the Support Group on the refugoe question
ay part of the efforts made to restore peace in the regiony

4. Appeals to the international community and governmental and
non-governmental organizations to draw upon . belr humanitarian and apolitical
character and to provide and increase co-oparation and assistance to Central
American refugees, returnees and displaced persons)

5. Invites Member States to co~operate with the countries of the region
in solving the social and economic problems arising from the streams of
refugees and displaced persons)

[aen
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6. Appeals to the internati :al community to intensify its co-operation
in the process of voluntary repatriation that is taking place as well as the
rehabilitation of returnees in their country of origin, and also urges it to
facilitate the resettlement or transfer of refugees within the framewnrk of
lasting solutions and, while that process is taking place, to continue
international humanitarian co-operation for the benefit of the refugess;

7. Stresses the need to co-ordinate humanitarian assistance projects
with the national development plans of the countries of the region and
emphasizes that the assistance provided for projects related to refugees must
be considered special in character and independent of co-operation for the
development of the countries of the region;

8. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the competent
agencies of the United Nations system, to take the necessary measures for
preparing programmes of assistance to persons displaced in their own country
and for facilitating the reintegration and rehabilitation of returnees;

9. Also requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and competent bodies, to report to the
General Assembly at its forty~-third session on the implementation of the
present resolution.






