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I . I NTRODUCT ION

1 . The i tem entitled “Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an
International Convention againet the Recruitment, Uee, Financing and Training of
Mercenar  Ie6” was inc luded in  the  provis ional  agenda of  the  for ty-second sessiorti  o f
the General Assembly pursuant to resolution 41/80  of 3 December 1986.

,
2. At ite 3rd plenary meeting, on 18 September 1987, the  General  A@reembly,  o n  t i re
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the i tem in  ita agenda
and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee.

3. In  connection  w i t h  t h e  i t e m ,  t h e  S i x t h  Cbmmittee h a d  b e f o r e  i t  t h u  r e p o r t  o f
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International Convention againat the
Recrui tment ,  Use, Financing and Training of  Mercenaries,  A/ w h i c h  wa8 i n t r o d u c e d  by
the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee at the 11th meeting of the Sixth Committee, on
1 October 1987.

4. The  C o m m i t t e e  aleo had before  tt the  fo l lowing communicat ions ;

(a) Letter8 dated 23 December 1986, 13, 16 and 23 January, 10 and
25 Februa ry ,  2 ,  5, 9 ,  11 , 26 and 30 March, 13, 13 and 28 A p r i l ,  4 , 12 and 21 May,

11 Officia l  Records  of  the  General  Aesembly, For ty-second Sess ion,
Supplement No. 43 (A/42/43).
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2, 8 and 26 June, 16 and 27 July and 17 and 21 August ,  10 and 29 Soptomhor,  and
6,  9  and 3 0  O c t o b e r  1 9 8 7  f rom the Permanent  Roprssantativc  or  the Char-g4
d’affairoe  a.i. of  the  Permanent  Minsion of  Pakis tan to  tho Wnitod Nat ions
add re s sed  t o  t he  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l  (A/42/64=3/18S43,  A/42/84-8/10596,
A/42/90-S/18611,  A/42/96-5/10627, A/42/124+/10684,  A/42/154+3/18722,
A/42/161-S/18734,  A/42/162-5/18735,  A/42/164-S/10737,  A/42/165-5/18739,
A/42/172+10747,  A/42/175-S/18750,  A/42/100-S/18764, A/42/190-9/18770,
A/42/215-5/18789, A/42/221-S/18001, A/42/258-5/18030,  A/42/274-S/18846,
A/42/291-5/18861,  A/42/303-S/18076,  A/42/316+18891,  A/42/339-S/18994,
A/42/360-5/10950,  A/42/406-5/18905,  A/42/423-S/19000,  A/42/486-S/L?QS6,
A/42/SQ3-S/19069,  A/42/558-5/19127, A/42/59843/19168,  A/42/624-%/19182,
A/42/656-5/19207 and A/42/767-8/19247) I

(b) L e t t e r s dated 31 December 1986, 6, 13 and 19 January, 2, 9 and
12 February,  4 ,  5 , 26, 27 and 30 March, 1 and 23 April, 1 May, 1s June ,  30  Ju ly and
26 and 27 August, 5, 22 and 23 October and 6 November 1967 from the Permanent
Reprsfxntativo  or  the  Chargd d’atifairos  a.i. of  the  Permanent  Miss ion of
Afghanistan to the United Nations addressed to the Socrotary-General
(A/42/66-5/18552,  A/42/74-S/10564,  A/42/86-9/18604,  A/42/91+10612,
A/42/117=8/186SS,  A/42/123-5/18683, A/42/128-9/16692,  A/42/168-S/10742,
A/42/169-5/18743, A/42/170-5/18745, A/42/187-0/,18763, A/42/293-5/18775,
A / 4 2 / 2 0 5 - 5 / 1 8 7 7 8 ,  A / 4 2 / 2 0 6 - 9 / 1 8 7 0 0 ,  A/42/240-S/X8823,  A / 4 2 / 2 7 1 - 5 / 1 8 0 4 5 ,
A / 4 2 / 3 4 7 - S / 1 0 9 2 3 ,  A/42/428-S/19007,  A/42/510-8/19074,  A/42/513-8/19077,
A/42/619-5/19178, A/42/680-5/19229, A/42/606-3/19231 and A/42/767-8/19269)1

(c)  Lat tors  dated  4  May and 9  and 13 July  1907 from t h o  Char96
d’affaires a.i. of  the  Permanent  Miss ion of Suvinama to  the  Uni ted  Natione
addroassd  to  t he  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l  (A /42 /270 ,  A / 4 2 / 3 9 3  and  A / 4 2 / 3 9 8 )  I

(d) Notoe  verbale d a t e d  1 6  J u n e  1 9 0 7  f r o m  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  M i s s i o n  o f
Mozambique to the United Nations addressed to the Secrutary-Gcncral
(A/42/351+/18929  and A/42/352+/1093Q)  v

( e )  L e t t e r  d a t e d  9  J u l y  1 9 8 7  from the Charge  d’affaires a.i. o f  t h e  P C  manent
Miss ion of  the  Is lamic  Republ ic  of  I ran  to  the  Uni ted  Natinna  addrcaooil  to  the?
Sec re t a ry -Genera l  (A/42/309+/18972)1

(f) Letter dated 23 October 1987 from the Permanent Representative oE
Zimbabwe to  t h e  United Nat ions  addressed to  the  Secretary-General  ( A / 4 2 / 6 8 1 )  l

5. The Sixth Committee considered the item at i ts 12th to 15th and 55th meetings,
held Erom 2 to 6 October, and on 23 November. The summary  racordo  o f  t h o s e
meet ings  conta in  the  views of  the representa t ives  who spoke cn the  item
(A/C.6/42/SR.12-15  and 55) .

I I . CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C. 6/42/L. 0

6 . A t  t h e  5 5 t h  maetinf.4,  o n  2 3  Ncvember, t he  r ep re sen t a t i ve  o f  N ige r i a  intrcduced
a draf t  resolut ion (A/G.6/42/L.8)  sponsored by Algeria, Angola,  Banin,  Cameroon,
Cube, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia, the German Democratic Republic, Ghana,-Y_
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sinea, Ind ia ,  I r aq ,  Jamaica ,  Kenya , the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lesotho,
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,  Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique,
Nicaragua, Niger,  Nigeria, Romania,  Rwanda,  Senegal ,  Sierra  Leone,  Somal ia ,  the
k&m, Suriname, Swaziland, ‘&go, Tunisia, Uganda, “.he Ukrainian SSR, Viet Nam,
?&oslevia,  Zaire and Zambia, la ter  jo ined b y  Turkey.

7. The Commit tee  had before  i t  a  s t a t e m e n t  submit ted  b y  t h e  Secretary-General
(A/C.6/42/L.l4)  o n  t h e  programme budqet imp l i ca t i ons  o f  d r a f t  r e so lu t i on
A/C.6/42&8.

8. At the same meeting, the Commit tee  adopted draft resolution A/C. 6/42/L, 8
without a vote (see para. 10).

9. Sta tements  in  explanat ion of  posi t ion were  made b y  the  representa t ives  of  the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Denmark  (on behalf of the 12 members of the European
Community) , Iraq,  t h e  United States  of  America, Japan and Sweden (on behalf of the
Nordic countries) .

I I I . RECOMMENDATIGN  OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE

10. The Sixth Commit tee  recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
fo l l owing  d r a f t  r e so lu t i on ;

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an
International Convention aqainst the Recruitment,

Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries

The General Assembly,

R e c a l l i n g  ite r e s o l u t i o n s ,  p;rticularly  r e so lu t i ons  2395  (XXI I I )  o f
2 9  N o v e m b e r  1968 , 2465 (XXIII)  of  2 0  D e c e m b e r  1968 , 2548 (XXIV) of
11 December  1969, 2708  (XXV)  of  14 D e c e m b e r  1970 and 3103 (XXVIII) o f
12 December 1973, and its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, as well a s
Security Council resolutions 405 (1977) of 14 April 1977, 419 (1977) of
24 November 1977, 496 (1981) of 15 December 1981 and 5 0 7  (1962) o f
28 May 1982, in which the United Nations denounced the practice of using
mercenar ies ,  in  par t icular  agains t  developing countr ies  and nat ional
l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s ,

Recal l ing i n  par t icular  i t s  resolut ion 41/00  of 3 December 1986,  b y  which
it decided to renew the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an
Internat ional  Convent ion agains t  the  Recrui tment ,  Use ,  Financing and Training
of Mercensr  ies,

B e a r i n g  i n  m i n d  t h e  n e e d  fo r  s t r i c t  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f
sovere ign equal i ty ,  pol i t ica l  independence , t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y  o f  S t a t e s
and  s e l f -de t e rmina t i on  o f  peop:.es, e n s h r i n e d  i n  t h e  Char t e r  o f  t he  Un i t ed
Nat ions  and developed in  the  Declara t ion on Pr inciples  of  In ternat ional  Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Co-opera tion among States in accordance with
the  Char ter  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions ,

/ l . .



A/42/816
English
Page 4

Reccgniainq  tha t  the  ac t iv i t i e s  o f  mereenariee  a re  oont rary  t o
fundamental  pr inciples  of  in ternat ional  law, suoh aa non-interference in the
in t e rna l  a f f a i r s  o f  S t a t e s ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t eg r i t y  and i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  a n d
ser ious ly  impede the  prouese of  se l f -determinat ion of  peoples  struggling
against  colonia l ism, raciem and apar theid  ant9 a l l  form of  foreign dominat ion,

Bear ing in  mind the  pernic ious  impact  tha t  the act iv i t ies  of mercenar ies
have on in ternat ional  peace  and eecurity,

Considerinq  that the progressive development and aodlification of the
ru les  of  in ternat ional  law on the  ac t iv i t ies  of  mercenar ies  would  contr ibute
immensely to the implementation of the purpose6 and principlee  of the Charter,

Welco.ning  the wide and effective participation of members in the work of
the Ad Hoc Committee and the participation of a large number of observers in
the work of the Ad Hoc Committee,

Taking account of the progress achieved by the Ad Hcc Committee at its
l a s t  s e s s i o n ,

Reaffirminq  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n ,  at  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e ,
of  an  in ternat ional  convent ion agains t  the  recrui tment ,  use ,  f inancing and
tra ining of  mercenar ies ,

1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of
an International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and
Training of  Mercenar ies!  2J

2. Decides to renew the mandate of the Ad licxz Committee with a view to

complet ing as  soon as  poss ib le  a draft  in ternat ional  convention  l:gainst  the
r ec ru i tmen t ,  u se ,  f i nanc ing  and  t r a in ing  o f  mercenaries#

3, Requests the Ad Hoc Committee, in the fulfilment of its mandate, to
use  the  dra f t  a r t i c l e s  con ta ined  in  s ec t i on  I I I  o f  ita repor t  e n t i t l e d  “8econd
Revised Consolidated Negotiating Basis of a convention against the
recrui tment ,  use , f inancing and t ra ining of  mercenar ies”  as  a basis  for  future
negot ia t ion  on the text  of  the  proposed in ternat ional  convent ion;

4, Invites the Ad Hoc Committee to take into  account the suggestions
and proposals of Member States submittti  to the Secretary-General on th:
subject and the views and comments expressed at the fortieth, 3J

2J Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second Session,
Supplement No. 43 (A/42/43).

Y Ibid. ,
48th meeti=

For t ie th  Sess ion,  S ix th  Commit tee ,  13th  to  17th,  44th  and
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for ty - f i r s t  4/ ernd  forty-fmcond S/ seeeiorre  of  t h e  @metal  Aaoembly dur ing  the
dobate in th; Sixth Committeo deioted  to tho aoneiderstion of the rolgort  of
that Ad Hat Committoar

5. Docidaa that tho Ad HCN Conunittaa ehall hold ite erventh ~eO@iOn
early i n  19861

6. Aloe dooidos thct the Ad Hoc Committoe ohs11  aaaept the
participation of obcoevoro  of Member States, inoluding  partioiprtion  i n  t h o
moetinge  of ite tYrafting  and working grouget

7. Requeeta  the Secratary-General  to provide, on a priority Maim, tho
Ad Hoc Committee with any aeeietanae and fsoilitiee it may require to hold itm
aovonth s e s s i o n  e a r l y  i n  19881

8. Reaffirmo the importanoe  that pro-eeesion  aonoultationr among the
members  of the Ad Hoo Committoo and other intereotw!  8tatee MY have in
facilitating tho smooth aonduot  of ite wo:k towsrde  the fulfilment of Ito
tack, inter alfa, ara regards  tho aompesition  of the Bureau and the
oryanization  o f  w o r k )

9. fnvitsa tho Ad #oc Committee to make every effort to oubmit itr
f i na l  r epo r t  containinq  4 dra f t  in ternat iona l  aonvantion  ayainet the
ruoruitmont,  user financiny  and training of meraenaeier  to the Glenoral
Asoembly i f  p o s s i b l e  a t  i t s  f o r t y - t h i r d  eerrsionl

10. Decider to inc lude  in  tho  provis ional  agenda of  itr forty- third
aossion  tho  itom entitled  “&fmrt  of  the  Ad Mm C&mittw on the Draft ing of
an Internat ional  Convention againat  tho  Rearui tmont ,  We, Finanainy  and
Training of  MercenariOBHI

! / I b i d . , For ty - f i r s t  Session,  S ix th  C o m m i t t o o ,  25th,  26th,  4 6 t h  awl
47th  meetingRand  corrigandum.

.Y I b i d . ,
55th meatinge.

Forty-second  Seaoion,  Sixth Committee,  12th to 15th and


