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I . INTHODUCTION

1. ht it0 3 rd  p l ena ry  masting ,  on ltl Septombor  1987, the General A~eenbly, on the
rsccunmwiotion  o f  the  Gonoral  Canmj.tteer  tlecidod to  i n c l u d e  in  tho  agenda o f  i t s
forty-oecond oobuion tho item ontitlad *‘TJllp’temwItatfon  of the World Programme of
khion aonccrning Dieabled Par 8~~18 and the Unitotl Na tiona Deaado  of Disakled
Peroons i r e p o r t s  o f  the 6earetary=Qoneral* a n d  t o  aL1.acH.e  it t o  t h e  T h i r d
Conmitteo.

2 . The Third Committee conrribrod the itom j o i n t l y  w i t h ftema 88 , 89, 90, 94 and
241 a t  ita Ilthsto 22nd, 28th and 32nd  meetings on 15, 16, 19 to 23 ar$d 29 October
snd 3 Novomhor 1987. An account of  t he  Ccdmittee80 discusoions  is c o n t a i n e d  in  the
r e l e v a n t  eurrmary  rooorde  (A/C.3/42/8H.l.4-22,  28 and 32).

3 . The  Committee had before it the lfollowing  documantatfono

(a) R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Econanic  anil S o c i a l  C o u n c i l  fat t he  yea r  1987 ,  chapter  V,
seat ion P (A/42/3) ) &/

(b) Xmplomontation  of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled
Porkon  and  the  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  f)ecade o f  Disabled  Pereonso r epo r t  o f  t he
BQcretary-Coneral (A/42/551) j

u TQ b e  i s s u e d  ~1s O f f i c i a l  Recordo oP t h e  General  Asoembly,  F o r  ty-blocond
Session,  Sumloment  W0.  3  (A/42/  3) .
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(c) Report  of  the  Secrstary-Qenerel  on the zvaluetion  of  the  implementa t ion
of the World Programme of Aotion  cOnoerning  Bieabltx! persons during the first half
Of the United Nations Deoade of Disabled Persona  (A/42/561).

4. At the 14th meeting, the Direotor-General for Development and International
Economic Co-operation, the Directo-Oeneral  of the United Na tione Off iae at Vienna
and the Dire&or  of the Social Development Division of the Clentre  for Soaial
D e v e l o p m e n t  and Humanitar ian Affairu made in t roductory  atacements  (eee
A/C, 3t42tSR.  14) .

I I . CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIGN  A/C, 3/42/L. 25

5. At the 28th meeting, on 23 Gatober 1987, the representat.  ive of the Phil ippinee,
in t roduced a  dra.ft, reec lu t ion  (A/C. 3/42/L. 25), en t i t led  MImplementation  of  the
World Programme of Aatiun  concerning Dieabled Pereone and the United Natione  Decade
of Disabled PefaonBUr  sgoneored by Auetralia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, China,
Colombia, Costa  Rica, the Daninican Regublia,  Euypt, Get-many, Federal ~public  of,
Greece, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania, Morocco,
Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, Rananis, Senegal, Sweden, the United Stateo of
America, YGlavia  and Zaire, subaquently  joined by Guatemala, Kenya, the Sudan,
Venezuela and Zffiabwe. -

6. At the 32nd  meeting, on 3 November, the Secretary annourxed, on behalf of the
sponsore,  an amendment to the resolution a8 follows:

In operat ive paragraph 9,  af ter  the words  “within  exis t ing reaourcee,
a l t e r n a t i v e ” , de le te  the word @*management”.

7. At the same meeting, the Canmittee  adopted, without a vote, draft resolution
A/C. J/42/L.25  as  oral ly  revised (see para g 8) I)

I I I , RECOMMENDATION OF THE  I’HIRD  COMMITTEE

8. The Third Committee  recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
fo l lowing  d ra f t  resolutions

Implementation of the World Rrogramme of Act ion cancerninq
Disabled PersonG  and the United Nations Decade of Disabled

Per Bon6

The General AssenS,ly,

R e c a l l i n g  all i t s  p e r t i n e n t  r e s o l u t i o n s , including  r e s o l u t i o n  37/52  o f
3 December 1982, by which it adopted the World Programme of Action concerning
Disabled Persons, 2/ anrq  resolution 37/53  of 3 December 1982, by which it,

II/ A/37/35l/Add.l  and  Add.ltCorr.1, annex ,  oect. VIII ,  racommendati.on I  (XV) .

t. . .
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inter ulia, proclaimed  the period 1983-1992 the United  Nations Dwtlc9e  of
Bisablod i%reons  9

1Zctcallinq  its teuolution  41/106 of  4  December  1986 and reaff i rming a l l  of
it8 r e l e v a n t  provisionb,

Taking nota of Ecroncmic  and Social Counci l  reso lu t ion  1987/43  of
28 M&-i987,  by which it , i n t e r  alia, roqueeted t h e  Secretary-Qsneral  t o  m a k e
all app rop r i a t e  Qfforte t o  mobilize  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  autien  fo r  t ho
Decade,

Fu r the r  t ak ing  noto o f  t he  Gu id ing  P r inc ip l e s  f o r  Developmental  Sooial
Wolfare Policies and Programmes in the Near Future, A/ r.doptQd by the
Intsrregional Consultation on Developmental Social  Welfare Policies and
Programmen,  hold at Vienna from 7 to 15 September 1.987,

IWar ing in mind that 1987 marks the mid-point of the United Natione
l&cado of  Disabled Persons  alrd tha t , in the review being uonduoted on the
implementation of the World Programr,le  of Aotions t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  oriteria
for  evaluat ion are  euggestod by the  theme of  t h e  Internat ional  Year  of
Disabled Poraons, “Full  pa r t i c i pa t i on  and  equa l i t y ’ ,

Woting wi th  eatisfautfon  the concrete  measures  a l ready caried out  by  the
Govornmonts  of Member States, the bodies  and organizatione  of the United
Nations system and non-gnvornmental  organi&atione  to implement the object ivos
of the world Programme of Action within the framework of the United Nations
Decade of Disabled  Personu,

Notinq  the important  work current ly  being under taken by the
Sue-Commission  an tho Prevent ion of  Diearimfnation  and Protec t ion  of
Minor i t ies  on human r ights  and disabi l i ty ,  which could  serve  QS a useful  basis
tar the oontinuctd  e f fo r t s  t o  ensurb  f o r  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n ?  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f
hum&n  rights and fundamental freedoms,

Noting with appreciation tha stops taken by the United Natfone system erd
by tho non-govornmontal organizations conuerned  to monitor the implementation
of the World Programme of Action, ’

HQit.erat,is  t h e  n e e d  t o  g i v e  greater p u b l i c i t y  t o  revitalize  t h e  United
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,

Hecognizinq  t ha  p ivo t a l  r o lo  o f  t he  United  Netions  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e
exchange of in format ion, oxperienca  and exper t i se  and c loser  regional  and
interregional co-operation towrrrde more effective strategies and policioe  to
advance the  s ta tus  and wolfare of  persons  wi th  disabilities,

21 E/CONF.80/10.
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at- thut the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs
io the focal point  within the United Nations for the implementation and
monitoring of the World Progrirmne  of Action,

Conuerned  that, at the mid-point of the DBcade,  the cesoucue base of the
Voluntary Fund for the United Nationo Decade of Disabled Peraone is
significantly retWed from that prevailing during the f irert half of the
Decade, and that unlesu this trend ia reversed, the cwmuroe8 of the Fund  will
be deple ted  and operat ional  ac t iv i t ies  wi l l  lapse  wel l  before  the end of the
Aeoacle  in 1992,

Mindful that, eince developing countries ate experienoing  diffioulties in
mobil izing re~oucue~, i n t e r n a t i o n a l  oo-operation  ohould be encouraged  to
assist national efforts in implementing the World Programme of Aation and the
objeutives  o f  t h e  United Natione Decrade  o f  Oieabled Ber6ons,

‘faking  note  with amoaoiation  of  the  report  of  the  Seoretacy-General  on
the implementation of the World Programme of Action oonoerning Dieahled
Persons an8 the United Nation6 Decade of Disabled Permnsr 21

Alao taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-Gensral
on the evaluation of the implementation of the World Programme of Aation
concerning Dieabled Pereona during the firet half of the United Nations Deoade
o f  D i sab l ed  Persona, p/

1, Reaf firma the validity of the World Programme of Act ion oonaerning
Disabled Pereone and urges Member States to rededicate themselves to the early
and effective implementation of the Programmer

2. Invite8 those Member State6 that have not done 80 to establish
nat ional  oommitteee  in  consultatfon  with disabled  pereonsr and  the i r ’
organisat ions  061 focal  points for  the  Uni ted  Nations Deosde of  Disabled
Pereone)

3. Invites  once again Member State6 to reinforce national committees as
fccal pnints  for  the  Uni ted Nat ions  Decade of  Disabled Persons, to etimulate
activitiee a t  the  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l , to  mobilise  publ ic  opin ion  on  behal f  of  the
Deuade, to participate in  the  implementa t ion  of  d isabi l i ty  projec ts  wi th
regard to  the  Internat ional  Year  of  Disabled Persons  and to  ass is t  in
monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the World Programme of Aotion
c o n c e r n i n g  Dioebled  Persons d u r i n g  t h e  second helf  rrf t h e  Decade1

4. Reouestc the  Secretary-General  to  aonsider  convening,  within
ex i s t i ng  r e sou rce s , during the second half of the Decade, an interregional

21 A/42/551.
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meet ing of  representatives  of  nat ional  d isabi l i ty  conrnittees  wi th  a view to
enhancing the capabilities of such ccanmittoos through an exchange of views and
informat ion,

5. Invi tes  Member  Sta tes  to  incorporate  in the i r  na t ional  development
plans  and s t ra tegies  projacts  to ass is t  persons  wi th  disabilitie6  and to
include such Qrojoots in the country programmes of the United Nations
Developllent  Pcogranmer

6. Renew6  i t s  invi Cat ion  t o  a l l  S t a t e s  t o  g ive  h igh  p r i o r i t y  t o
p r o j e c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  t h e
equalisation  of  oppor tuni t ies  for  d isabled  persons  wi th in  the framework of
b i l a t e r a l  assistancer

7. Requests the Secretary-General to enuouroge all organs and bodies of
the United Nations, inoluding  regional commissions, international
otgen~aations  arxl s p e c i a l i s e d  agenoies, to take into oonsideration  the

’specifio needs  of  d isabled persons  when e laborat ing thei r  progranrnes and
operational sot ~vities~

8. Invi tes  tho So’cretary-General  and &mbet State6 to  encourage real
involvement of disabled persons in United Nations progranrmes  and aatiVitieS,
including  the provision of employment oppottunitiesr

9. Requests t h e  Seoretary-General  t o  c o n s i d e r ,  w i t h i n  exi s t ing
resoucc8s, a l t e rna t i ve  otruutures  to  ensure  tha t  the  i s sue  o f  d i s ab i l i t y  i s
aooorded high vis ib i l i ty  and to  develop  the Disabled Petaons Unit  in  the
Centre for  Socia l  Development  an8 Wumanitarian Affairs m a SQSCiali2ed
faci l i ta t ing agent  engaging the  avai lable  resources of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions
system and relevant networks outside the United Nationsj

10. Invi tes  the  Centre  to  expand i t s  c lose  col labora t ion  wi th
non-governmental otganieations  and to consult with them on a regular and
systematic  basis  on matters  re la t ing to  the  implementa t ion of  the  World
Programme of Actionj

11, Calls upon Member States, national committees, the United Nations
system r;rnd  non-govurnmontel otganiaations  to  ass is t  in  a global  informat ion
campaign to publicize  the Decade through all appropriate meansl

12. Recoqnizes  the important role of non-governmental organisations,
e spec i a l l y  those r e p r e s e n t i n g  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  in the  e f fec t ive
implement&ion  o f  t he  Wor ld  Prcgramme of  CCction,  i n  r a i s i ng  i n t e rna t i ona l
awareness of the  concerns of persons with disab~,litieu  and in monitoring and
evaluat ing progress  achieved dur ing the  Decader

13. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to aAminister  donated
funds ,  us ing them for  projects  urder the present  structure of  the  Mluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, and, in addition, to
COntinUe t0 make new QKoviSionS  in order  to Of feC a SeleCtiOn  Of QCOjeCtS  t0

/ . . .



A/42/77 4
English
Page G

cbnor countries that might be willing to finance a partioular programme under
the “Speoial  Purpose Contributions’r

14. Reaffirms that the reeoutcea  of the Voluntary Fund should be used to
suppor t  oatalytic  and innovat ive  aatlvitiee  in  order  to implement  fur ther  the
objectives of the World Programme of Action within the framework of the United
Nations Decade of Dieabled Persons, with priority given, as appropriate, to
programmes and projects of the least developed aountriesl

1s . Invites Governments and non-governmental organizations  to continue- -
their contributions to the Voluntary Fund, and aalls upon Governments and
non-governmental organisations  that have not yet done so to consider
aontributiq  to  the Fund so  as to  enable  i t  to  respond effectively  to  the
growing demand for aseietance#

16. EaPreSses its appreciation to the Government of Sweden for hosting
the Global Meeting of Experts to review the implementation of the World
Programme of Action conoerning  Disabled Persons at the mid-point of the United
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, held at Stoakholm from 17 to
22 August 1987, and to the experts who partiaipatedr

17. Requests Member States and all relevant bodies and organs of the
United Nations system to submit to the Seoretary-General their canments on the
recommendations  outl ined in paragraphs  10 to  39 of the  repor t  of  the  Global
Meeting of Experts, fi/ as well as on the report of the Secretary-General on
the evaluation of the implementation of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons during the first half of the United Nations Decade
of Disabled Persons 2/ and requests the Secretary-General to submit a report
thereon to  the Economic  and Socia l  Council  at  i ts  f i rs t  regular  sess ion in
1998;

18. Requests ths Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at
I ts  for ty- third  sess ion on the  implementa t ion  of  the present  resolutions

19. Decides  to  inc lude  in  the provis ional  agenda of  i ts  for ty- third
session the item entitled “Implementation of the World Programme of Action
concerning  Disabled Persons and the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons”.

,6/ CSDHwDDP/mE/7 of 1 September 1987.


