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The meeting was called to order at 10.35 a.m.

AGIllNOA I'rEUS 48-69 (continued)---
CONSIDERATION OF ANU ACTION UPON DRAF~ RESOLUTIONS ON DISARMAMENT IT~M~

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French) I In accordance with its work

programme and calendar, the Committee will embark upon the third atage of its work,

namely, consideration of draft resolutiona on items 4ij-69 of ita agenda and the

deciaions to be taken thereon. Aa the Committee decided at its 31st meetiny, the

meetings planned for tod3Y ana Friday will be devoted to the introduction of draft

r.solutions which are be for" the Committee and any oomments on them.

At the Committee'. meetin~ yesterday, I informed you of my intention to

distribute to the members of the Committee an inrormal document containing a list

of all the draft resolutions on the disarmament agenda items drranged in

appropriate clusters. Following intensive consultations within the aureau Ot the

Committee, I am now in a ~osition to present to the Committee a paper setting out

the Chairman's suggested programme listing those resolutions under 16 different

clusters.

As you ~re aware, a certain pattern has evolved during the past few years with

respect to the clustering exercise, and the Bureau was cognizant ot this when it

I:ndertook the task of grouping the various draft resolutions on the basis of the

most logical and practical criteria available. At the same time, ~he Bureau

endeavoured to group them, to the ext"nt feaf:>ible, according to the subject matt ... c

dealt with.

In this connection, 1 would like to reiterate that tne Bureau was guided in

its task by its de.ire to facilitate ~nd exp~dite the work of the ~ommittee with a

view to ensuring the most effective and et(icient utilization of the time available

during thil ph~le of the Committee's work.
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with regftrd to the time-table for action on lhe draft resolutions, and on the

basie of precedent, it is my intenti..:>n to move, in so far as possible, from one

cluster to ilnother r! 3quentially upon the conclusion of action on each cluster.
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Nevertheless, in followinq this procedure, we shall, of course, maintain the

desirable deqree of flexibility. Whenever I am in a pooition to qive a precise

indication of the days on wbich any particular clusters will he taken up, I shall

advise the Committee.

The procedure ollrinq the decision-taking stage on ea(~h inctividual cluster will

be that delegations will fin"t have the opportunity to make any statements, ()thl~r

than in explanntion of vote, which they regard as necessary with respect to the

ctraft resolutions in that cluster. Subseauently. delegations wishinq to explain

their positions or votes on any or all of the draft resolutions in a particular

cluster before a decision is taken will be ahle to do so. Then, after the

Committee has taken a decisinn on the draft resolutions contained in a giv~n

cluster, delegations will ~ ahle to explain their positions or votes after the

decision is taken, if they wish.

In order that the Committee's work may proceer'l in a systematic and f'fficacioll!';

mann~r, delegations are urqed to make, in so far as possihle, one statement on the

draft resolutions in an individual cluster, whether in explanation of positions or

of vote.

May I take it that the Committee is in agreement with the programme of work

and the procedures that. I have just olltl ined?

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN: I wish to say one finesl word on this question before

calling the first speaker on today's list.

r have tried to distrihute the pAper containing the Cll1Rtprs aR early as

possihle. Tt is my sin'~ere hopp that this wi 11 enahle rlf>leqationn to ilnr'lertake ttw

necessary consultations and to seek instrur.tions, as appropriate, from their

respective cllpitals, with a view to facilitating the Rmoot.h functioninq of thp

Committe~'s work durinq this important phase of our work.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



JP/jh A/C.I/42/PV.32
7

Mr. TADESSE (Ethiopia): The purpose of my hrief statement is to

underline my delegation's views ahout some of the drl'lft resolutions th",t we have

sponsored, and at the same time to lend our q~neral support co other draft

resolutions that my delegation feels can contrihute to the progress of the work on

disarmament.

I am pleased to hear this morning, Sir, that under your chairmansnip, efforts

are heing mad,- to consolidate ~nd, if possihle, to streamline the larqe ;'umher of

draft resolutions. It therefore suffi.ces for me to make a hrief ohservation about

groups of draft resolutions, which do not necessarily conform to the clusters that

have iUBt heen distrihuted to us.

In qener.al, my c'leleqation has supported those draft resolutions that aim at

enlmr inq the secur. i ty of non-nuclear-weapon States aga inst the use -::"" threat of ,Jse

of nuclear wea!,,_lOs and those concerned w~th the cessatio'1 of nuclear-weapon tests.

In our view, the prevention ot nuclear war on F.arth is of paramolJnt importance. It

is eaually important that the extension of the arms race into outer space be

prevented.

Implempntation of the Declaration on the nenuclearization o~ ~frica is also

the suhiect of a draft resolution prespnted by the c'roup of Afri~an States. The

implementation of the resolutions of the C,eneral Assembly's first and second

special sessions devoted to disarmament is likewise of great significance to lIS.

My delegation supports the draft resolutions on those issups.

The world ni8arm~ment Campaign aims to promote pUblic intere:=;t in and support

for the creat ion of a favourable cl imate for n is;nmament ml ISljreS, the most

important of which iR general and complete nisarmament under pffective

international control.
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A number of draft resolutions urge the cessation of the nuclear-arms r~ce and

the prohibition of nucle~r-weapon te8ts, matters to which my country attaches the

highest priority.

All States are a180 c~lled upon to recognize the importance of pUblic opinion

in formulating disarmament policies. My delegation ther&fore welcomes the

initiatives t3ken by the Secretary-General, che United Nations syat.em as a whole

and member coun~ries themselves to inform and educate the public concerning the

imminent danger of nuclear confrontation. There is, then, ~n urgent nee~ to

mobilize public support for banning nuclear weapons an~ other weapons of mass

destruction. Here we must emphasize that resolutions alone cannot wipe out nuclear

weapons or the danger of nuclear war. Popular political will is indispensable. In

my delegation's opinion, disarmament research and other activities of the United

Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) and the United Nations Centres

for Peace, Disarmament and Development should he directed towards the achievement

of these goals. Disarmam~~L studies, conferences and fello~ships can contrihute to

a better understanding of the real issues involved 1n the nuclear and space age.

My delegation has supported all the moves in that direction.

{,astly, Ethiopia welcomes the '-0luntary contr ihut ions made by some States for:

the World Disarmament Campaign, the Regional Centreb and other supportive

programmes, with a view to achieving the ohjectives of disarmament. We await with

enthusiasm the realization of that important goal and stand ready to participate in

the work of the Advisory Board and in the studies of UNIDIR, the activitie~ of the

United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and nisGlrmamert in Africa and the United

Nations proqramme of fellowships on disarmament. We look forward with active

interest to the outcome of our oeliberations in the First Committee and to the

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



3P/jh A/C.l/42/PV.32
9-10

(Mr. Tadesse, Ethiopia)

forthcoming third special session of th~ General Assemhly devoted to disarmament.

Here again, ~he draft resolutions on those matters have rec~ived our fullest

support.

Mr. ENGO (Cameroon): I begin, Sir, hy cong~atulating you on the document

you have just distributed and tbanking you for it. It does indeed bt-lp to speed up

our work. My delegation is particularly concerned ahout the amount of work and the

rate at which we are proliferatin~ items, without taking into consideration the

linkag~ between them.

I wish to introduce draft resolutione A/C.l/42/L.75, entitled, "Review of the

role of the United Nations in the tield of disarmament", under agenda item 62 (i),

and L.76 entitled, "Rationalization of the work of the First Committee", under

agenda item 66.
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The sponsors of draft resolution A/C.l/42/L.75 are as follows: Antigua and

Barbuda, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Bolivia, Brunei Darussalam,

Burundi, Cameroom, Canada, Cape Verde, the Central African Republic, Chad,

Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, Djibouti, the Dominican

Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Fiji, the Federal Republic of Germany, Ghana, Greece,

Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Gabon, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Lesot~~: Liberia,

Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, New Zealand, Niger,

Panama, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucla, Saint Vincent and the

Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Sudan,

Suriname, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobag , Uruguay, Vanuatu, Zaire and Zambia.

AS it introduces draft resolution A/C.l/42/L.75, my delegation is encouraged

by the progress made on agenda item 62 (i) at the 1987 sUbstantive seSSlOIl of. the

Disarmament Commission. It is rapidly becoming evident that this item has great

importance for the effective functioning of the Unlted Nations in the field of

disarmament and related international sp.curity questions and thus for the raison

d'itre of the United Nations and the special im~ortance of the role the

Organization can and should play in promoting and enhancing meaningful arms control

and disarmament measures.

We are particularly mindful of the Commission's view that thorough, realistic

and much-needed reforms are required to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of

various multilateral forums engaged in the arms control and disarmament prucess, a

process that will eventually respond to our common aspir~tions by establishing

conditions conducive to international peace and security and by su~plying a

component vital for socio-economic development.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



EMS/6 A/C. 1/4 L/PV. JL
12

We note with some satisfaction that there is an improved political climate and

a more businesslike attitude on this item and on other items before the

Commission. In the light of new developments in the international political

environment, my delegation would hope that the Commission will maintain that

momentum and proceed to meet new challenges, both as a political body and as a

deliberative and negotiating mechanism. We are at the view that, given political

will on the part of States, further advancemen~ will facilitate the conclusion ot

its work on the outstanding issues on this item, as reflected in annex 11 of the

rerort ot tne DisarmaJ11ent Commis5ion (A/42/42).

'rL:rning now to draft resolutlOn A/C.l/42/L.76, inlt.l.ally submitteu by lily

dele~ation, we are pleased to inform the Committee that the following States have

joined us in sponsoring it: Australia, Hahamas, Canada, the Central African

Republic, Chad, Colombia, Comoros, Costa Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, the Dominican

Republic, E4uatorial Guinea, the Federal RepUblic ot Germany, GUinea, lreland,

Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Somalia, 'I'ago, Zambia ~nd ~aire.

We wish to refer to summlt resolul ion AHG/Res.164 (XXI I I) of the Organization

of African Unity (OAU), which requested that the concerns of Africa about, and its

interest in, the problem of disarmament be well understood at al.l international

forums where the matter is discussed. We, the African States, have demonstrated

our comnlltment by adoptin<] the Lome Declarai:.i0n, and we wish tu emphasize tnal t1w

{<'inal DOCllment of the first special session ot the General Assembly devoted to

disarmament const i tutes an i nternat ional acl~levement at 5 j 'Jnlt icant proport ions and

a landmark statement in the arms control and disarmament p~ocess. Any attempt t.o

distort the i"ina I DoculOent would not serve tile basic elements ol the lnternatlona l

community's commitment to the proctss of halting and reversing the arms race.

Rather, the Final Document an~ the basic ideas contained in it shoul~ be
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strengthened in a :'dlance~, pragmatic and realistic manner. We regret, however,

that consensus on the implementation of the recommendations and d~~isions, and the

Programme of Action of the Final Document has not materialized owing to the lack of

effective utilization of the existing machinery, and to the lack of political will

among States.

Surely the (Jnited Nations cannot achieve its objectives in the disarmame~t

field without tne appropr late exerciJe hy States of political will. The (Initecl

Nations is an instrument. The extent to which we can use it productively will

depend on the good faith of states. At the same t"ime, however, we shoulo he

prepar",d to fix that tool when it need~' fixing, or to adjust it to cleal with

pcevailing political realiti":!s. Certainly, "':Ianqe for the sake of change alom~ Ciln

scrr.etimes he more destrIJct.' than belpful, and that should he avoided. Similarly,

failure to change in ord€:r f10t to upset hahit or routine can lead to potentially

crippling complacency and inflpxihility.

nurinq the gen~ral dehatE' in this ~ommittee severdl delegations expres!H~d deep

concern about the method and approach employ'ed in the work of the Committee. My

delegati'"', helieves that a variety of circ:umstc):"r:es have imposed on the !lnited

Na~ions system the prospect of chanqe - as tt'><:! Russians would put it, perentroikil,

or restructuring - for instance, a reformed First Committee, changed and somewhat

different from the Committee most of us have nee" u~ed to. We may not all aqreQ

with the reasons or even the motives hehincl the proposed recommendations containeo

in draft resolution A/C.l/42/L.76, hut we must he realistic; we must he flexihle,

fixing our attention sauarely on the ohjective we seek, nalaely an effectivp First

Committee as the key General Assemhly organ for disarmament and relatpcl

international security auestions. These recommendations are complement~ry to the
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ongoing review of the role of the United Nations in the field ot disarmament. 'I'he

very best can emerge only from trial. Flexibility makes room for improvements

dictated by future experience in this Committee.

We strongly believe that a rational and reali6tic approach to the method of

work of this Committee is long overdue, and that appropriate action is required at

tbis ::;tage. We further believe that this Committee should take a L .ld move to

abandcn routine and ritualistic formal meetings, where national positior.s tend to

be expressed in a form that leaves little room for change in consultations.

Meetinys for the sake of formality or routine only result in waste, disappointment

and, at timeti, confusion. On the other hand, careful organization of agenda Items

could involve amalgamation of items with similar objectives. In our view, while

nothinlJ should b~ done to interfere with the ri'Jht of any Member State to request

the inclusion of dn item, the Committee's agenda items should be grouped under

br0dd ~ubject titles to pro' ide for a clearer and more orderly coneide r 3tlon of the

variou:, agenda items. The merging of draft resolutions wo~ld result in maximum

effect ivelH~sH and efficiency, t'lrouyh the procel:is of urganized informal

consultations. In our view, draft resolutions should request reports of the

Secretary-General only in cases wher~ they are indispensable for facilitating the

implementation of thoFe draft resolutions.
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Furthermore, we are aware o~ the proliferation ot: draft ree,olutions in U'.ia

Committee, especially at this 838s10n WhtHe the number has 8ubstantiaUy increaaeu

to approximately 78, consistinlj of Ht"! pl'\ges, the production cost CIf which, we ;Ire

informed, is about $U~ 16,000. Several of these draft r~solution8 appear to us to

be repetitious, based on staggering items which involve unnecessary overlapping.

This situation JTIust be remedied to make l'oom for Cl more concrete consideration O[

the ••rious diBa~mament issues of our: age and e~[ the effective and active

participation of all Mem:.>er States in the prOCttl:hl of :.trillS control and dia8rmamJnt.

The need for improvemant that we share as a perspecti,,~ must inspire us to close

consultations before determining wh3ther or not Cl dratt resolution should be

submitted.

In this connection, my delegation appreciate~ the steps taken ~y [ormor

Chairlllen and the present Chairman - and, as I mentioned earlier, especially the

indflf.:atig"ble way in which you, 51[', hal/e trled to briny to bear on our work

something of the ideas that we all share - the report of the Group of 18 (A/4l/49),

the report of the Disarmament Commission (A/4l/42), the yeneral formula proposed in

document A/C.l/39/9 of 7 December 1984, and proposals ot the present and past

Chairmen.

In this regard, I shall now proceed to make oral amendments to dralt

resolution A/C.l/42!L.76 to encompass a much broader and an acceptable sat of

re<:ommendations for effective implementation by tne Comllllttet'. 'l'he purpoae ot

these amendments is to meet the preoccupations of some members of the Committee and

ensurp, that the draft resolution will i.nclude subl;tdnce th.at we all shaca "nd be

presented in a manner agreeable to all.

In the second line of operdtive parayraph 1 (a), alter the wf.'rd "aettinlJ"

insert the words "where appropr iate", and [(!place the word "dppropr iat.e" 1 n Uw

third line with tile word "certain"; so that the llubpardlJruph wuuld read:
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"'rho agenda of the 1"irst Committee should be rationalized by grouping or

merging related items to the exten~ possible and by settiny wher~ appropriate

an interval of t.o or more yea~s for thw discusuion of certain item~,".

SUbpara(Jrt"J.'h~ (0' and (c) remain as at pr«!sent.

Delete the pre~enl subparagraph (d).

Re~lace the ~res~nt sub~aragra~h (e) with the followinYI

"A period of time for discussion and for organized informal consulations

amon9 delegations should be allo~ated in the programme of work ef the First

Committee,".

In the present subpara9ravh (f), r~p1ace the full stop atter lhe words

""pacific is:,ues" in the second line with a comma 41"d delete the words "More time

should be provided ior the consideration of concrete proposal.s and draft

resolutions". 'I'he sUbparagta~h then reads as followsl

"The First COJllmittee should have .:A sln t]le yeneral debate on all

disarmament quest.iolls during which delegationB may speak on specific issues.

in o~der to enuure the besl use ot time an~ resuurces available,".

Subpdragraph (y) remains as is.

Delete sUbparagraph (h).

Operative paragraph 2 remains as ia.

The details will be submitt~d to the Secretariat.

On behalf of the spoOl.ora, 1 COIlUllenJ draft r~solutions A/C.l/42/L.7'5 and L.76

to the Committee's attent'i~Jn and f'l(press the huptl that they wlll be sup~orted by

consensus.

~. DJUK1_~ (Yuqosldvid): Oil behalf ot Algeri,t, Australia, 13anljl.adesh,

Braz i 1, China, Colombia, Cuba, CzectloBlovak ia, Ec.uador, Eqypt, Ethiopii:l, Ghana,

India, Indonl~sid, ,Japan, Milda'Jdscar, Monljolia, Morocco, the Netherlands, Nigeria,
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New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Romania, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Tunisia,

Venezuela, Vie~ N~m nnd Yugoslavia, I have the honour to introduce draft resolution

A/C.l/42/L.68, on the convening of the third special session of the General

Assemb~y devoted to di8_~mament.

The international community attaches exceptional importance to tht: special

sessions of the General Asoembly devoted to disarmament, which represent a unique

opportunity for all Member Statea to particiJ:!ate directly in defillin'l the

guideline~ for further joint action in the field of disarmament.

In prese:lt circumstanGes, when new vistali are being oJ:!ened for strenythenlrlY

multilateralicm in the field of disarmament, the third special seoDion of the

General Assembly devoted to disarmament is becominy exceptionalLY important. It

should make a comprehensiv~ assessment of the developments in this aroa in the past

period and ascertain to what d~gree we have accompliohed ttle 90~ls we :let OI,1(8elves

at the Cirst and second special aesaions of the General Assembly devoted to

disarmament. At the same time, it ~hould politically encour~ye and generdle the

ongoing process of neqctiations and provide a fresb impetus for multilateral

,,"'qotiations on t.lle moat important issues ot disarmament.

We are confident that the third special aeaaiun of the Ueneral Assembly

devoted to <ha&t'mament witL adopt a con<.:rete proyrammf> of action Which '",ill

repr.:;sent another sttlP forward in t.he eV,boration at tht' intE!rnationa.l c:ommunity' s

strategy in the field of dh.l,HmaOlcnl. 1 t wOllld thereby make Ii' most. llllltledlat1!

r;ontr ibutiol\ to the reali7,atiotl at one of our most import.ant objectives - that o(

strengtheniny the United Nationr:> SYl:-lttlll1 and ita centrd1 role in the field of

disarmament.

'{'he draft resolution is the rtH1ult of ext.ensiv,~ consultation13 conducted both

durlny the sf!ssion uf the Preparatory Conllnitt~~e and at this seaaion o( tht~ UeneraJ.

Assembly. In its main operat:lve pi:trayre.~h it iH deci.ded t.hat the ~.hird 8pecla.l
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session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament shall be held from ~ .y to

25 June 19ijtj. At the same time the Preparatory COllunittee ia requested to (; ..aider

substantive issues related to the special session for incorporation in the document

or documents to be ~dopted at the third epeclal session of the Ueneral Assembly

devoted to dis ~mament and thus lay solid foundations for successful deliberations

and the Outl f that session.
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We are convinced that through joint efforts, we can make the third speci~l

ses8ion of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament mark a new era in relations

amon~ States, in which they will baae their security not on th~ continued

augmenting of armaments but on disarmament and the development of comprehensive

mutual ~o-operation.

In conclusion, t wish to express the conviction of the sponsors that th. draft

resolution, motivated by common goals, will bd adopted by consensus, as haw been

the case with all past resolutions related to convening and holding the bpe~ial

session8 of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.

Mrs. URIBE de LOZANO (Colombia) (interpretation from Spanish)z My

delegati. n's intention, in asking to speak today was to refer to certain

resolutions on conventional-weapons disarmament at the regional level, especially

conventiona1-weapon9 disarmament in the Latin American region, which is the subject

of the draft reeolution we joined in sponsoring, namely, the one rA1ating to the

United Nationa Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in uatin

America.

The trend towards creating and strengthening communities of n~tions, either

for the purpose of defence against military aggression or in the search for

development, may be one of the most constructiw' contributions to progress towards

th~ consolidation of peace, understanding and co-operation among all peoples and

c()untr!€,s on earth, as laiii down in the basic documents of the United Nations.

At a time when soliiiarity ia advocated as a noriA il"l international relations,

it seems natural that it should begin to operate in certain geographical areas

among countries sharing similar probl lJ and at a time of crisis, such as the

present, it iA 10<) ieal that such solic'ia. ity should be mobil hed towards joint

action to comhat the underdevelopment and poverty of peoples and to defend their

fundame .. ta1 principles, security and social stahility.
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In that context, Latin America's effort to b~ing peace to Central America

takes on a transcendent importance, and its achievementd constitute very positive

dte~8 towards the fundamental goal pursued by the agroement Bigned by the five

Central American Presidents at Esquipulas, namely, the achievement of a climate of

p.a~e enabling the Governments and peoples currently involved in conflict to

undertake social development programmes.

Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS), faced with the

need to solve the acute problems bl~setting the region, have also sought to bring

the inter-American system up to date and strengthen it by adar:>t.ing it to today's

political, economic and social circumstances.

One of those problems urgently requiring solution is the enormous waste of

resource~ for military purJ:>oses - not only material resources but also technical

and human resources, which are needed for the development of all countries.

A document that im.:ludes auggestiom:l by the Inter-Amer iean Jur idical Commit tee

on the del:lirability of creatin'J a mactlLlery for inspection of weapons and military

strength states that the serious problem created by toe arms race in Latin hmeriea

counsels an analyfiis of jur idieal er iteria relating to forms of voluntary control

that could be USl:.~flll whc'n our Governmentn adopt a political decision on the subje\~t.

That document alao states that arriving at agreement~ limiting the arms race

in the region is not a sufficient basis fot concluding that the problem to be

overcome, whether in Latin America or elsewhere, is purely of a military nature,

because, as is clearly indicated in the study on all aspects of regional

disarmament prepared by the Secretary-General (A/J5/41b), th~ establishment of

zone~:1 01 pea<..:e in Lh~! wor ld requ ireu that the countr iea in SI..Ich zones should be

resolved to k(~ep their area It·ee ot interference from outside, not only tht·oulJh

anm; control llllt also throllqh tile active promotion 01 interregional co··opeLation in
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the economic, social, political and other. spheres. To all of the foregoing, in the

Inter-American Juridical Committee's view, ws should add the urgent need to

strengthen international bodies for the maintenance of pe~c~ in order that

coun~ries may have assurance that any aggles5ion against them will be considered

with the necessary speec and that, if lleC'el:iSary, measures will be taken to halt it

and to levy sanctions against the guilty party.

In the present circumstances and in the midst of a continuing arms race and an

unfavourable international climate, regi~nal disarmament beC'om8s particularly

urgent. It i~ therefore unnecessary to give this Committee's memhers, who are well

acauainted with the importan~e of regional disarmament measures, a lengthy

description of the scope of the Peruvialt Government's initiative in the creation of

the United Nations Regional Centre fOI' Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin

America, which was inaugurated a few days ago and is based on the Ayacucho

Declaration, signed by eight countries ~ Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru,

Venezuela, Argentina and Panama - in 1974.

That Oeclaration, reaffin,1ed in 197A, err.phdsizes the need to el1horate 1.l

continuing and prJrmanent system of pe8ce ~nd international co-operation and to

create conditions that would make possi~l~ the effective limitation of armamp.nts in

order to release resources for the economic and social development of peoples, as

well as the effort for voluntary limitation of conventional weapons in the Latin

Amer ican region.

The "Ayacu~ho initiative", which culminatp.d in the meeting held at Mexico City

in Auqust 1978, marked the first time that a conference open to all States in the

region was devoted exclusively to the problems of conventional disarmament.

On that occasion the 20 participating Latin American countries r1ecided to

recommend to • heir respective Governmen':R the establishment of a flexihle
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consultation machinery which would, inter aliaz promote study and recomm~ndations

on the possible limitation of the transfer of ce~tain types of conventional weapons

to Latin America an~ t~e Caribbean, as well aB between countries in the areaJ

promote study and recommendations concerning the establishment of limitations and

prohibitions in the case of certain types of conventional weapons regarded as

exclusively noxious or having indiscriminate effects, and serve as a forum for the

exchange of views on other matters related to disarmament negotiationo, with a view

to achieving general and complete disarmament under effective international

control, taking as a basis the prio~itie8 for those negotiations laid down at the

tenth special s~ssion of the General Assembly, WhlCh was the first speclal session

devoted to disarmament.
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The foregoing give all idea of the interest and political w.i.ll of the Latin

American countries to set up certain ctiteria with regard to :Hms control and,

above all, our dedic~tion to peac~, the achievement of which demands the

involvement of all countries.

Th~ attractive prospect of a weapon-fr~e Latin America dedicated to its own

development also presupposes political agreements on a w0rld level, and such

agreement can be achieved only with international co-operation, and with the

co-operation of the great Powers above all. It is latt.er which, in the last

analysis, have made their rivalries a part of the LatIn AmerIcan scenario, in Whllll

small countries with limited resources are being compelled to place themselves

under the protective influence of one or another sphere of power. This is a sdd

fate for countries that were created under the banner of fr~edom.

To those conflicts fomented from outside we must add tensions that exist

between countries in the region for territorial rather than political reasons. The

potential danger of 3uch disputes is undeniable, especially because of the

emotional content. that accompanies them and because of the impetus they give to the

arms race.

In this context of outside threats and reciprocal fears, no country can tdke

the i~itiative on its own to eliminate or limit its own means of d~fence. What 1:;

required is collective, globe action that would include all, without discriminutlllll.

We do not tr.erefore seek an isolated system at the Latin American level. In

order for it to be meaningful and practical, such a system must be part ut d

whole. 'I'he introductiun of the i.tem on the agenda of tile United Nations wi 11

cont r ihute to other dra ft p lun:; for rey lond 1 d is,Hmdlllent, ur iented toward!;

establlshlny loneS 01 pedce, <.Illd Will help tu 1I111lim1ze tile d<.lf1ger 01 tile terlibll·

threat UI<..lt hanys over llIdnk 1nd.
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Colombia views regional initiatives as a precious part of the disarmament

process and feels that they should De welcomed by t.he internat ion,'11 community a8 an

aspiration ot the Latin American continent and 4S a force resolved to fight ag~in~t

any factors that, in whatever wdy, seek to prevent our countries from achieving the

social development that is detiira~le and resolved also to encourage every factor

that can redress the social imbalance and avoid any possibility of disrupting our

peoples' peaceful future and their fragile process of devalopm~nt.

Mr. ALZAMORA (Peru) (interpretation from Spanish): My delegation has the

honour, on behalf of the sponsors, to s,,',mit two draft resolutions. 'rhe first is

contained in document A/C.l/42/L.72, relating to agenda item 63 Ch) on th~ United

Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America.

The draft res0lution is sponsored hy Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,

Colomhia, Costa Rica, Dominican Repuhlic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama,

Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, uruguay and Venezuela. The second draft resolution is

contained in document A/C.l/42/PV.73, relating to agenda item 62 (g) on

conventional disarmament on a regional scale. The draft resolution is sponsored by

Bangladesh, Bolivia, Cameroon, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cote d'Ivoire,

Dominican Repuhlic, Rcuador, Guyana, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Romania, Uruguay and

Yugoslavia.

with regard to the draft resolution on the United Nations Regional Centre for

Peace, nisarmament and Development in Latin America, my delegation is happy to

inform the Committee that that Centre was recently inaugurated at Lima, with the

participation of the Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Aff-'rs, Mr. Akashi.

My delegation would like to take this opportunity to eXFress its firm support for

the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in

Africa, as well dS for the proposed regional centre in Asia. It is not mere
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coincidence tnat those three regions, whose peoples are faclng urgent and serious

development prohlems, should hav~ taken the initiative in promoting the

estahlishment Qf such regional centres, in keeping with our devotion to the cause

of peace.

The importance the sponsors attached to the Regional Centre is hased on our

commitment to contribute specific projects in the hasic tasks of the World

OisAtm~ment ~ampaign. This is even more important when we bee that in Latin

America the political will exists to achieve harmony, solidarity and co-operation

fOl" the implE'Mentation of .neasures for peace and di~armament and for the promotion

of economic and social duvelopment in Latin America.

We are aware tlJat, given the Organizationts financial prohlems, the Regional

Centre will have to rely upon voluntary contrihutions from Member States. In that

connection, my delegation has been encouraged hy the fact that at the recent

pledging conferen~e for the world Disarmament Campaign significant contrihutions

were announced hy some countries. This will ohviously have an encouraging effect

on the rest of the international community.

The draft resolution I am suhmitting today is the result of bload

consultations. In operative paragraph 5 it IS recommended that the Regional Centre

hold a conference next year on the strengthening of political co-operation in Latin

America i~ the areas of peacE', disarmament and security under the World Disarmament

Campalgn. An appeal is also made to Memhp,r States and to international,

governmental and non-governmental organizations to make voluntary contrihutions to

the Centre. In oryerative paragraph 7 the Secretary-Ceneral is reauested to

transwit that appeal to all Member States in order to ensure the normal functioning

of the Regional Centre.

nraft re90lution A/C.l/42/L.73 has also heen the sUhject of hroad informal

consuitations, and in its operative part it expresses the General A~semhlyt8 firm
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support of all regional or sub-regional endeavours, as well as unilateral measures,

for arms limitation and a reduction in military expenditures, in the belief that

any initiative, whatever its source, that is in keeping with the principles and

purposes of the United Nations and that is the result of the special conditions

prevailing in its region, deserves the support of the international community in so

far as it seeks to strengthen mutual confidence and to guarantee the security of

the states involved.

The two draft resolutions before the Committee were the SUbject of broad

consultations with all delegations. Both draft resolution A/C.l/42/L.72 and draft

resolution A/C.I/42/L.73 are, in our view, non-controversial, and we therefore hope

that the Committee will he able to adopt them by consensus.
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~r. ROC~ (Canada) I The realization of a negotiated and verifiable

comprehensive test ban treaty has long heen, and remains, a fundamental Canadian

arms control and disarmament objective.

I believe there are new grounds for hope that genuine progress towards this

important objective can be made. The most nificant is the decision announced on

18 September by the united States and the Soviet union to begin full-scale,

stage-by-stage negotiations on nuclear testing by the end of this yaar. 1'his is

welcome newe for all of us. This body should offer strong encouragement and

support. A first step is provided in draft reso:ution A/C.l/42/L.77, which

welcomes the united States/Soviet joint statement. I am pleased to announce today

that Canada will sponsor this draft resolution, which is entitled "Urgent need for

a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty".

In pursuing the ~bject1ve of a halt to all nuclear testing by all countrip.8 1n

all environments for all time, the super-powera have a special responsibility. A'~

the producers and guardians of an overwhelming proportion of the world's nuclear

explosive potential, they have a key role to pl~y in Rhowing others the lead.

Canada fervently hopes that they will fully and creatively give that lead, hoth in

their bilateral negotiations and within the ~ppropriate multilateral forums.

A comprehen'ive test-ban treaty can neve: he achieved, however, without the

full support and co-operation of all the nuclp.ar-weapon States. Therefore, whUe

negotiations between the super-Powers are of crucial .mportanca, the irr~ortan~e of

efforts at the multilateral level must not t~ undereatimated.

That is Why the draft resolution, which Canada considers one of the most

important on our agenda, focuses particularly on the role of the Conffllrence on

Disarmament. The draft reaolution ur:geu the Conference <:n Disarmament to

"initiate substantive work on all lJspects of .1 nuclear-teRt-han treaty l'It the

beginning of iu 1988 session"" (A/C.l/42/L.77, partt. 2)
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In Canada's view, this appeal is at the heart of the drart resolution. It is time

for the memhers of the Conference on nisarmament to rise above dift.r.nc~8 over how

a mandate for the e~tahlishment of an ad hoc committee in the Conference on

Disarmament should he ~efined, so that discus~i)ns on the subslance of the

nuclear-test-ban question can finally get under way. Attempts to impoae an

approach to this issue which remains unacceptable to key nuclear-weapon Stat.a will

obviously not bear reRults. However, when the price is a continuing failure even

to hegin to address the SUbject, one is tempted to question the tactica of the

advocates of this approach.

At the risk of heing repetitiouB, I wunt to reiterate Canada's po8ition on

this Question, which relates to my Government's fundamental approach to armB

control and disarmament.

It remAine Canada's view that progresA towards a more aecure, le88 heavily

~rmed world can he achieved only through measured and halanced ateps which are

mutually satisfactory to the parties concerned. This approach applies jU8t as much

to the process of negotiating reductions in strategic nuclear arsenals as it does

to the ce8sation of all nuclear testing. Experience has shown that declarations

and rhetoric cannot hasten the arms control and disarmament process, and may indeed

even retard it.

Rased upon this rationale, Canada supports a Btep-hy-step approach to the

realization of an eventual comprehensive test-han trcaty. A meaningful start

wi.thin the Conference on nisi\rmament would he consideration of the Questions of

l:lCOpf:!, campI lance and var ifkat ion. We shou Id not lose A 19ht of the fact that a

comprehensive nuclear-t~Bt han is not an end in itRelf, hut is, rather, a means to

the lJ ltimitte qoa1 - the reduct ion and eventlla 1 A limin.lt ion of nuclear weaponR. J

would Ruilmi t thi~t ttw pr imary put pOfIC of the reduct ion Clnd cer,sat ion o[ nuclear
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testing should be to gnhance confidence in the global arms control and disarmament

process. Engaging in prolonged disputes concerning how this process could best

begin will not enhance the process of confidence-building.

Draft resolution L.77 also refers to the progress made by the Conference on

Disarmament Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts towards the development of an

international seismic monitoring network. An operational network of this kind will

be reauired to verify a comprehensive test-ban treaty.

Canada is very pleased at the steady progress which has been made by this

important Group, whose work can truly be characterized as the most positive

continuing contribution to the quest for a halt to nuclear testing in recent

years. AS I noted in my statement to the Committee on 13 October, we welcome the

selection of Dr. Peter Basham of Canada as co-ordinator for a major global text as

part of the development of an international seismic data exchange.

Canada was especially gratified by the strong support for last year's version

of the draft resolution before us. For the reasons I have outlined, Canada

believes that draft resolution L.77 continues to embody the most realistic and

forward-looking approach to this important subject.

We urge a very strong vote for the draft resolution, which is a realistic step

to the goal of a safer, more secure world. The time has come for us to move, as a

world community, to the cessation of all nuclear tests.

Mr. TEJA (India): I wish to express a few ideas on chemical and

bacteriological weapons and then to turn to agenda items 63 (d), 63 (e) and 69.

Our efforts to introduce a ban on the use of chemical and biological weapons

pre-date the birth of the united Nations. At the turn of the century there was

already a widespread sentiment that such weap~ns should not be considered as

legitimate weapons of war and must be eliminated from arsenals. As a first step,
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the Geneva Protocol of 1925 prohihited the use in war of a£phyxhting, poieonous or

othnr qase3 or hacteriological methods of warfare. The next step came almost SO

years later, when, in 1972, a Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,

Product ion and stockpllinq of Bachr iolO9 ical. (8i0109 ical) and Toxin Weapons and on

1'heir Deatruction was concluded. At that time we expressed regrets that chemical

weapons had not heen included in that far-reaching Convention.

Fifteen years have pass~d, hut active negotiations have been undertaken for

only one third of that period. In 1984 for the first time we had a rolling text

for a convention hanning chemical weapons which indicated in a rough manner the

shape of a future convention. This year'n progress has been most encouraging, and

the Ad Hoc Committee working on the SUbject in t~e Conferenct on Disarmament has

come much closer to its stated objective. An examination of the rolling text

included in this year's report of the Conference on Disarmament indicates the

qrowinq areaR of con"~!q~(\ce. It would he no exaggeration to state that we can

almost Aee the light at the end of the tunnel.
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A lot of ground hao been covered in the llrua of declarations and mea8ure~ on

the elimination of existing chemical-weapons stockpi l.e8. The long-standing

difficulties connected with the issue of destruction versus the diversion of

existing chemical weapons have been resolved, it la now agreed that. all chemical

weapons must be destroyed. Perhaps the most important achievement this year was

the beginning of a dialogue on what is possibly the most complex political i .sue,

namely challenge inspections. There is no doubt that, given the necessary

political will, it should be possible to develop a verification mechanlsm that

would help increase confidence in the convention. It must be recalled that a

verification mechanism is only one element of an overall disarmament agreement,

albeit an important one. It can be used most effectively in a climate of trust ani

mutual understanding. This year's developments have largely been a result of

greater unde!standing on thp part of some of the significant chemical-weapons

countries.

The issues of verification and compliance need to be viewed in balance,

however. We must keep in mind that this convention is intended to prohibit - dnd

emphasize the word 11 prohibi t" - the development, production and stockpiling of

chemical weapons, while ensuring the destru~tion of ~xisting stockpiles, not to

prohibit the development of international co-operation in activities related to

economic development and peaceful purposes. On the contrary, the convention would

be strengthened in meeting its objectives if positive provisions w~re included,

encouraging such international co-operation. We must ensure that none of the

provisions of the convention hamper the development of chemical industries tor

peacefUl purposes. More positively, the convention should also Cl, tain special

provisions intended to promote international co-operation to assist in such

development of the chemical industry.
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Given the natur.e of such a convention, it is na~ural that the organizational

structure required to administer it must be a complex one. To enable it to fulfil

its task we must search for new initiatives and not nec.Bsarily look at pa.t

precedents. The chemical weapons convention will be the first multilaterally

negotiaterl disarmament agreement, and its administrative structure must reflect, in

equal measure, the legitimate security concerns of every Member State. Only such

an approach can enable us to obtain universal adherance. The principle of

equitable geographical and political representation must be upheld to enBure the

international character of such a convention.

While on that subject, my delegation would like to express its appr.ciation

for the visit arranged by the Soviet Government to the Shikhany chemicals

destruction facility, and for the hospitality extended to members of the Conference

on Disarmament in October. Most of us who had the privilege of being pre.ent on

that occasion found the visit extremely useful and illuminating.

Following the positive results of the socond Review Con1erence of the Parties

to the C~nvention on bacteriological weapons, held in 19B6, an ad hoc ~.eting of

scientific and technical experts from States parties to the :onvention was held at

Geneva, t rOlllH Match to 15 April this year. The objective ,)( that ad hoc meeting

was to develop measures to reduce the incidence of ambiguities, doubts and

suspicions on the one hand, and to implove international co--operatiora in the field

of bacteriological activities on the other. The experts' deliberations related to

formats for the exchange of information and data led to the promotion of contacts

among scientists engaged in research in this field. The positive results of that

meeting and the interaction of the experts with specialized agencies of the United

Nations were heartening developments.
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On behalf of the deleqations of Alg~ria, Argentina, Bangladesh, Bhut~n,

Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Romania, Yugoslavia and India, I 8hould now

like to take this opportunity to introduce the draft resolution contained in

document A/C.l/42/L.28, entitled "Convtmtion on the prohibition o~ the use of

nuclear weapons".

For the ~ast several years the General Assembly has beRn adopting resolutions

calling for the prohibition of the use of nucle~r weepons. Last year it adopted by

an overWhelming majority its resolution 41/60 F on this subject. It is significant

that two nuclear-·weapon State supported t.hat resolution. It may be recalled that

this proposal was first submitted uy my country at the second special s&ssion of

the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, in 1982, and includes as an annex the

text of Cl draft conventi~n on the subject.

The Conference on Disarmament, the single multilateral negotiating forum, has

been expressly mandated by the General Assembly to undertake negotiations with that

objective in mind. Accordingly, our draft ~onvention has also been submitted to

the Conference on Disarmament for consideration. It is a matter for regret that

despite the passalJe of almost half a deCade the Conference on Disarml:lment has not

been able to make any progre~;s towards its goal. At the same time, no reasons have

been advanced as to why such a prohibition should not be negotiated. We arc,

therefore, re-submitting the present draft resolution to underline the utmost

importance of prohibiting the use of nuclear weapons for ~he prevention of nuclear

war, with the hope that the First Committee and the ~lenary General Assembly will

be able to adopt this draft resolution by consensus and thus brinq the weight of

their meral authorlty to bear on the Conterenct! on Disdrmament to commence

negotiations on this a~enda item.
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The principle llnderlying the draft convention annexed to draft resolution

A!C.l/42/L.28 is based on established conventions and practices of international

law. It has been recognized by the General Assembly that the use or threat of the

use of nuclear weapons would be a violation of the Charter of the United Nations

and contrary to the laws of humanity. That principle was accepted more than two

decades ago, in resolution 1653 (XVI) Of 1961. Despite the increasing concern

voiced by peoples all over the world, nuclear arsenals have continued to grow.

Studies on "nuclear winter" amply bear out the fact that the use of even a small

fraction of existing nuclear stockpiles would suffice to convert our planet J.nto a

frozen Arctic wasteland.

All nuclear-weapon States support the proposition that a nuclear war must not

be fought. Our approach in this draft resolution is to transfer that understanding

into a legally binding commitment. A convention on the non-use of nuclear weapons

has been suggested with a view to translating these universal concerns into

concrete action and removing the legal lacunae concernlng the use of nuclear

weapons. Prohibition in international law of the use of nuclear weapons would b~ a

significant step forward in the process leading to gener&l and complete

disarmament. Further, a decision by all nuclear-weapon states to forswear the use

of nuclear weapons would ineVitably serV 0 as a catalyst for qualitative change all

over the world concerning the maintenance of nuclear stockpiles, and would at one

stroke remove the status attacheC to them as currencies of power.

The preambular part of draft resolution A/C.l/42/L.28 reflects the ideas to

which I have just referred. It is our earnest hope that the First Committee this

year will be able to provide universal endorsement of the principles which form the

basis of that draft resolution.
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On behalf of Romania and India, I should also like to introduce draft

resolution A/C.l/42/L.27, entitled "Freeze on nuclear weapons". This is a related

question also central to the objective of preventing nuclear war. Once again this

is a draft resolution that we have placed before the General Assembly every year

since the second special session of the~neral Assembly devoted to disarmament,

held in 1982. The basis lies in the conviction that a nuclear-weapon freeze is a

logical primary step to halt the nuclear-arms race before r~versing it, that is,

commencing nuclear disarmament. Our efforts are focused on the two most

significant and easily identifiable elements: the production of nuclear weapons

and the production of fissionable material for weapons purposes. The proposal,

therefore seeks a simultaneous complete stoppage of both production of nuclear

weapons and a cut-off in the production of fissionable material for weapons

purposes. That is a practical and readily enforceable measure.

We have already seen that verification is no longer a technical problem in the

field of nuclear disarmament. The problem, if one exists, is the lack of political

will. Further, with the cut-off in the production of fissionable material for

weapons purposes all nuclear facilities will become peaceful and subject to

non-discriminatory international safeguards on a universal basis. This factor

would once again assist in effective verification. We believe that a freeze should

be agreed to by all the nuclear-weapon Powers and not be restricted only to those

with the largest nuclear arsenals. Only then can the process of the nuclear-arms

race be halted. In addition, this would be a complementary step to the bilateral

negotiations on both intermediate nuclear forces and strategic arms reduction

talks. We trust that our draft resolution will receive the support of an

overwhelming majority of the delegations in the First Committee and the General

Assembly.
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Finally, on behalf ot the delegations of Cameroon, Canada, Cuba, France the

German Democratic Republic, Indonesia, Nigeria, Norway, Venezuela, Yugoslavia and

India, I should like to introduce draft resolution A/C.l/42/L.74, entitled

"Relationship between disarmament and development".

This has been an issue of the utmost importance. Disarmament and development

are linked because they both compete for the world's finite financlal and material

resources. The arms race not only consumes resources but also distorts economic

structures, undermines the economic system and adversely affects the attitude of

nations towards co-operation. On the other hand, just and equitable development

would make for stability and security and create an environment which would inhibit

the arms race.

At its thirty-ninth session the General Assembly adopted, without a vote,

resolution 39/160 by which it decided to "convene an international conference on

the relationship between disarmament and development". Four sessions of the

Preparatory Committee met in New York between 29 July 19135 and 1 May 19137. 'rhe

Conference itself was held between 24 August and 11 September 1987. India had the

qreat privilege of chair ing that Conference, which adopted a Final Document by

consensus.

The Conference and the Final Document ul.derlined the acceptan\::e at a Ul\lted

Nations intergovernmental conference of the interrelationship between disarmament

and development. It threw into reliet the grave implications of global arms

expenditure tor the world economy ~nd the international economic system and

developed a whole range of drguments, ~ased on economic logic, to put an end to the

~rms race a~d achieve disarmament.
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(Mr. Teja, India)

However I must add, regrettably, that certain objectives were not achieveda

they include, for example, provisions for a financial mechanism to channel funds

released by disarmament for development purpose.. But the Conference remained a

very important step and a landmark.

The Conference and its conclusions have since been welcomed by the

international community - and, I should add, even by countries which previously

entertained ~ertain reservations.

We engaged in extensive consultations in the preparation of the text of the

dr~ft resolution under consideration. There ha. been give and take and a spirit of

compromise. That explains the range of sponsors which cuts aCl'OSS geographical and

ideoh>gicl)l Jines.

We commend this draft resolution for consideration by the Fir~t Committee, and

it is our earnest hope that it will be adopted by consensus.

The meElting rose at 12 nOOil.
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