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Al geria*, China, Cuba, Egypt*, India,
I ndonesia, lran (Islam c Republic of)*,
Mal aysia*: draft resol ution

1999/.. Human rights and responsibilities

The Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, and expressing in particular the need to achieve internationa
cooperation in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human rights and
fundamental freedons for all w thout distinction

Inspired by the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts as a common
standard of achievenent for all peoples and the comritnent to pronote its
effective recognition and observance by progressive neasures, national and
i nt ernati onal

Noting the Universal Declaration of Human Responsibilities proposed
by the InterAction Council and the report on the conclusions and
recommendati ons of the High-level Expert G oup Meeting held in Vienna
from20 to 22 April 1997,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional comm ssions of the Econom c and Soci al Counci |
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Conscious of the increasingly inmportant role of econom c and ot her
non- governnental actors and their responsibilities in the field of human
rights,

M ndful that to enhance the pronotion and protection of human rights and
conpl ement the existing obligations of States to ensure that human rights are
respected, the issue of basic responsibilities of relevant non-governnenta
actors should be addressed,

Recogni zi ng that the notion of duties and responsibilities is necessary
to ensure international solidarity, which is particularly needed in today's
gl obal worl d,

1. Affirms that human rights and duties and responsibilities are
mutual ly reinforcing and that they coincide in their convergent focus on
the dignity of individuals and peoples, and that addressing the notion of
responsibilities should in no way inpede the pronmotion of human rights but
rat her enhance their protection;

2. Recogni zes the urgent need to give practical effect to article 29
of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, according to which “Everyone has
duties to the comunity in which alone the free and full devel opnent of his
personality is possible”;

3. Stresses the need to consider a conprehensive approach to human
duties and responsibilities which are currently dealt with in a sporadic
manner in the various human rights instrunents;

4, Deci des to request the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to prepare a study, in
consul tation with Governnments and rel evant non-governnmental actors, on
the subject of human duties and responsibilities based on the existing
i nternational instrunments and standards, with a view to considering the
appropri ateness of preparing a declaration on human duties and
responsibilities;

5. Decides to continue consideration of this subject at its

fifty-sixth session.



