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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM B7" IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE SECOND DECADE TO
COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION: REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
(continued) (A/42/3, A/42/492, A/42/493)

AGENDA ITEM 91: IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO
SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES
AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS: REPORTS OF
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/42/44B)

AGENDA ITEM 92: ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (continued)
(A/42/18, A/42/449, A/42/46B and corr.l and Add.l)

1. Mr. GALAL (Egypt) said that the items under consideration were particularly
important to his country because they dealt with the fundamental human rights of
the individual, rights which Islam defended, as well as with the equality of all
peoples, nations a~d individuals without regard to language, colour, culture,
economic status or ethnic origin. They were also important because the problems of
racial discrimination particularly affected the African continent, to which Egypt
was the northeast gateway. Lastly, they were important because ~gypt's struggle
for independence was closely related to that of the African liberation movements
and because the fight against apartheid and racial discriminatio~ was one of the
key elements of Egypt's foreign policy.

2. The efforts of the Secretary-General, the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination and other related bodi~s to implement the PrograllUTle of Action
for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination were to be
commended. However, the Secretary-General's report on the item (A/42/493)
warranted a few comments. The information contained in part C of Section 11 of the
report, dealing with the role of the Department of public Information was germane,
but repetitive. Th~ op~n-ended Working Group on the drafting of 1n international
con~ention on the pr0tection of the rights of all migrant workers and their
families had not cOi~leted its work so that Lhe reference in paragraph 26 to its
role in combating racial discrimination was prematur,'. with regard to the
preliminary agreerrent on the draft declartjrJl1 on tne rights of persons belonging to
minority groups, he said that equal rights should be juxtaposed to equal
responsibilities and duties in the interests of achieving a balanced equation.
Lastly, his delegation fully supported the proposal to hold a global consultation
on racial discrimination (para. 34).

3. Egypt favoured the dissemination of as much information as possible on the
adverse effects of apartheid and racial discimination and the atrocious policy of
the Pretoria regime because it was essential for world public opinion to be aware
of the dangers inherent in that policy. In view of the fact that only 85 out of
154 MentJers of the United Nations were parties to the International Convention on
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, Egypt appealed to all
Member States to accede to the Convention in order to hasten the fall of the South
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African racist regime. In that connection, mention s,hould be made of the extent to
which aid and assistance from transnational corporations helped to maintain it in
power. That fact should be emphasized in order to make world public opinion aware
of the responsibility they bore.

4. With regard to the situation of the Committp.e on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (CERD), his delegation urged Member States to discharge their
financial obligations as soon as possible t~ enable the Committee to hold meetings
and fulfil its mandate. The SecretarY-l;~lIeral miqht sol icit voluntary
contributions to finance the Committee's costs.

5. Egypt wished to re~ffirm the inalienable right to self-determinatio of all
nations and peoples, including the Palestinian, Namibian and South African people,
and vigorously condemned the recr~itment, training and financing of mercenaries and
using them to block the inaependence of ~oples under colonial domination.

6. Mrs. BYRNE (United States of America) pointed out that the United States was a
multiracial nation based on equality of rights and freedoms without distinction as
to politics, religion or ethnic origin. Nevertheless, the system did not claim
perfection and there were ~roblems which wpre openly recognized and debated in an
effort to find solutions. The struggle against racial intolerance, one of the most
significant chapters in the history of the country, was not yet over, but it would
be won.

7. The United States was opposed to systems based on rule by an elite claiming to
possess "the revealed truth" in order to justify oppression, as was the case for
Soviet communism and South African racism. The United States position on apartheid
was unequivocal: the system must end. The international community had the
responsibility for eliminating it. For its part, the United States proposed to
find a way to put an end to that terrible system without increasing the suffering
of the people of souther l Africa. Calls for violence served only to undermine the
struggle of the South African people, who had learned to use their economic clout
in the cause of a better life. Violence would inp.vitably lead to the crushing of
the democratic opponents of aparthei~.

8. The United States had imposed an arms embargo on South Africa before the
United Nations did, however, it was opposed to mandatory economic sanctions because
it regarded them as counter-productive. In 1986, Congress had voted some of the
harshest sanctions in the world and the United States would apply them to the
letter.

9. Despite the hardening of South African attitudes and encc,uraged by a few
positive signs, the lInite~ States w')u1d persist in its efforts to promote peaceful
change. Within that framework, it aimed to provide assistance to the victims of
apartheid and prepare the people for increased economic and political
responsibilities in the future. Its assiRtance had focused on h,creasing
educational opportunities for the black majority and strngthening comnunity
organizations, trade unions, legal resource centres and black-owned ~nterprises.

/ ...



A/C.3/42/SR.5
I!:nql ish
Paqe 4

(Mrs. Byrne, United States)

AJ.l political prisoners, including Nelson Mandela, must be released and the ban on
political parties must be lifted.

10. As Secretary of State Shultz had said, what the United States wanted to see in
Africa were a new constitutional order establishinq equal political, economic and
docial rightsJ a d~mocratic electoral systemJ effective constitutiunal guarantees
of basic human rights for all South AfricansJ an independent judiciary with the
power to enforce the rights to be guaranteed by the constitution to all South
AfricansJ a constitutional allocation oC powers between the national government ard
regional and local jurisdictions in keepIng with S0uth Africa's traditionsJ an
econ!~ic system that guaranteed economic freedom for every SOuth African, allocated
qc..lfernment economic and social services fairly arv'l enabled all South Africans to
acquire and ~n property and attain a decent stanaard of living.

11. South Africans were a devoutly religious people. Until recently, the Dutch
Reformed Church was clcdmin4 that the Bible not c..lly did not condemn apartheid, but
a~tually justified \t. In 1986, after IDl>nths of internal debate, the Church had
announced tha~ it was wrong and that aparth~id was not in accordance with Christian
principJ.es. Thus the spurious moral basis for apartheid has neen stripped away,
revealing it for the unjust system it actually was.

12. In short, t.he united States was convinced that the only effective way ot
fighting apartheid ",as through et:8ceful charlge in SOuth Africa and it stood ready,
as it had done for 200 years, to assist all those seeking to promote democracy and
justice.

13. Mr. PERALOSA (Colombia) said that, although the South ~frican case was not the
only ~estation of racial di~~rimination in the world, the apartheid regime's
abhorrent practices had served to create a greater awareness both of the
universality of racial discrimination and of the importance uf solidarity.
Colombia, which had been a member of the United Nations Council for Namibia since
its establishment, could not remain indifferenc to the Namibian people's suffering
and considered it most regrettable that the repeated United Nations ~alls ~or

independence for Nar.. ibia continued to be ignored.

14. It was paradoxical that, well into the era of technology, there were still
discriminato~y practices throughout the world. An awareness of the conditions that
gave rise to discrimination against various minorities was needed, because it was
only with such an awareness that it would be possible to ensure observance of the
right of each and every minority to affirm its links to its culture and its own
race, and to value its contribution to the enrichment of mankind. Education and
the dissell,ination of informat ion were dec isive factors for the succesS of any
endeavour to ensure full observance of human rights, as recognized in the Programme
of Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. In
that connection, his Jeleqation rooted wi th sat isfaction ';he Secretary-General's
report on the implementation of the Programme (A/42/493). It also welcomed the
fact that the r:entre for Human flights had set UP <. new public relations section
with .l view to promoting p.duc3tion and the dissemination of information and decidp.d
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to expand p~rticipation by non-governmental organizations active in the area of
human rights with a view to rescuing hUlMn rightR issues from tne discredit br:ought
upon them in recent years as a result of their use as a political weapon.

15. With reqard to the financial ~risis ,hat the Committee on the Elimination of
racial uiscrimination was undergoing, the Secretariat had not always ta~en ~

ensible approach, Rince in some caseR - including that ot Colombia - too much
.none:' had been spent on deluanding payment of contributions amounting to just a few
hu~dred dOllars that were in arr~ars owing to b~dgetary time-lags.

16. Lastl)") his Gc,Ii':,rnmtlnt defended the Palestinian people's right to a homeland
and to enjoy self-determination. Mo~eover, the ri9ht to self-determination must
also be granted in Kampuchea, whobp. people had been obliged te take refuge in great
numbers in the frontier arflas of 'l'tlalland. An awareness of the problelllS in
question was promp':ing the peoples of Latin America, Asia and Africa to join
together in en endeavour to develop solutions that would facilitate progl'eSG
tCMards a.... hievement of the ideals of tolerance and mut. '1 understanding.

17. Mrs. OTUNBAYEVA /Union of Soviet Socialist: Republic.u) said that, as
Mr. Gorbachev had recently indicated, her coun~ry was confident that it was
possible to establish an internat ional system of peace and seaur i ty on a
humanitarian basis and to restructure the world so that it would be feee of all
forms of discriminati~n and racism. In that conne~ti0n, apartneid was a problem
area and a destabilizatlon factor in internation~l politics and she wished to refer
to the report of the AI HOC Gro~ ot Experts on human rights in southern Africa,
which described the s;~i.OUSness of the situation in the regien.

18. The Soviet union condemned the occupation of Namibi? by South Africa, which
had for two decades been refusinq to implement the relevant resolutions of the
United Nat.ions and the Security Council and was using Namibian territory as a
springboard for acts of aggression directed against independent Af~ican States.
Those States were being relentlesHly pursued by. South Africa both at the economic
level and through a policy of terror based on methods comparable to those of
nazism. There were two approaches in international policy with respect to South
Africa. The first approach, which was &upported by the Soviet Union, thr socialist
~ountries and many other States, called for isolatio~ of the Government of South
Africa and implementation of compre~ensive mandatory sanctions ag~inst it. The
otht!r approach sought to trantlform the npartneid system and viewed the
implementation of comprehensivEo Illlndatory sanctions as counter-productive, because
it would be prejudicial to the victilllS of apartheid themselves. However, ttlat
argument was fallacious and the aE-artheic' system represel";'ec. a destabiU:~don

factor in international politics. The Soviet Union th~refore wished to reaffirm
its support for the variouf: resolutions adopted by the United Nations, the Movement
of Non-Aligned CountrieEl, t.he Org&nization of Afric.sn Unity and other international
organs calling for the intensifica~ion of pressure on the Government of South
Afr 1 ca. ThF. apartheid system must ~ abolished, because it was the ~hief obstacle
to democratic, indep~ndent develo~Jent for the South African and Namibian peoples.
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19. The international community, which would be celebrating the Day of Solidarity
t''.th South African political prisoners on 11 OCtober, must call for the imme(Uate
release of Nelson Mandela, Arnold Strofa,.. al'ld other victilll8 of repression in South
Africa, as well as for recoqnition of the authentic represelltatives of the peoples
concerned4 the African National Congress and the South west Africa People's
organization.

20. 0\1 7 october the peoples of the Soviet union would be celebrating the Day of
the Constitution, the baSIC law laying down the democratic principles of equality,
development and friendship between all tha peoples and nations of their country.
The process of economic, social and political transformation begun in OC':ober 1917,
particularly Lenin's nationalities policy, had led to equa~ity of rights and
freedoms of all the peoples and nations of the Soviet Union and to the inteqration
of thone peoples and nations into a share I world histo::y, thus overcoming the
rel~qious, cultural, linguistic and oth~r differences that had held them back for
centur ies. Reference should be made in that connection to the programme f':>r the
acceleration of the economic and social development of the peoples of the Soviet
Union, adop'~t!d at thE" twenty-seventh Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union. M.oreover, the spread of socialism in the world h~d given a fundamental
impetus to the struggle to eliminate injust iCfs and inequali ties between peoples
and nations and had indicated the path that m~nkind Rhould continue to take.

21. Th~ Soviet Union had ratitied the International Convention on the Eliminalion
of All Pormb of Racial Discrimination, the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punish~~t of the Crime of Apartheid ~nd the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Ger.ocide, whose provisions it was
scrupulously implementing in its policies. It once again wished to urge those
States that had not ratified those instruments to do so and thus ensure universal
implementation of the principlp. nf the equality of all pe~rles and races.

22. Mr. LY (Senegall said that, despite the great importance of the achievements
of the United Nations in promoting human rights, the most blatant human-rights
violations continued to occur in South Africa and occupied Namibia. Apartheii was
an immoral arid shameless institutionalization of racism and racial disc~ imillation
that flouted the principles laid down in the Charter of the United Nation9.

23. Senegal strongly supported oppressen peoples strugql inl} for their independence
and the restoration of their national rights. It therefore actively supported and
showed solidarity for the Namibian people in their heroic struggle, under the
lead,~rship of SWAPO. The racist, colonialist regime of south Africa must withdraw
from Namibian territory and comply with Securi~y Council resolution 435 (19781.
All so-called internal solutions to the Namlbian problem and SOuth African
manoeuvres wi th a view to establi5hinq a transi tienal Government in Namibia were
legally null and void.

24. Senegal condemned the repression of the Palestinian people and wholeheartedly
supported the realization of their inalienable rights. Through real political
will, 'tIle international community must overcome the obstacles to the convening of a
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qenuine international peB~e conference on the ~i~~!e East - in which the PLO would
participate fully - le.lIHnlJ to a jut, lasting 1!01lltiClfl te thfr pr-:~lem in questior..

25. In racist South Africa many deve:opnent..l .;or-firmed that the policy of
apartheid was continuing to be implemented in all its iniquity. The Pretoria
regime was flouting the inte.national community and was a threat to the aut~oritv

and prestige of the UI.ited Nations. Par from heeding calls to reason, it was
stepping up its repressive mea~~res against the forces fighting apartheid and ~as

endeavouring to silence both the South African and the international press.
Fortunately, its propaganda manoeuvres had not deceived the public, which was
continuing to mobilize in solidarity with the political, trade-union, religious and
student forces acti?e 1n South Africa.

26. rhe South African regime's stunbornness had led to an increasingly exolosive
situation in Bouthern Africa, which constituted a fundamental problem for the
United Nations S-curity Council. It was hard to imagine any peacefl.\l solutioo
other than the imposition of mandatory and effective economic sanctions that would
force South Africa to engage in frank, honest negotiations with the representatives
of the South African liberation movements and patriotic forces.

27. The way !eartheid was developing gave absolutely no cause for hope,
particularly after such recent events as lhe electoral farces organized by the
South African Government, the Government's repeated attacks against the front-line
States, the growing militarization of Namibia and the intensification of internal
and external represBior. However, one s~urce of hope lay in the meeting held at
Dakar betwe~n repre- entatives of ANC and a group of white South African citizens.
Thtl Government of Senegal viewed that meeting as constituting an area of
co-operation for the laying of the groundworl; of a non-racist democracy in South
Africa. with no consideration given to racial, political and social differences.

28. In addition, an international conference on children, repression and the law
under the apartheid regime had recently been he~d at Harare, participants had come
from over 30 countries, ANC and anti-apartheid movements in South Africa. National
delegates from white South African anti-apartheid organizations had also met for
the first time.

29. The mandatory economic sanctions which the Security Council had the historical
responsibility to impleme~t aqainst South Africa would force supporters of
apartheid to renounce that odious system. That was the way of realism, reason,
law, peace, jU3tice and human rights.

30. His delegation was parti.cularly concerned about the co-ordination of the
activities of United Nations bodil!s and agencies during thl'J Second Decade to Co1lt>at
Racism and Racial Discrimination. The holding in 1988 of a global consultation to
co-ordinate those inte~national acti~ities was thus appropriate. The consultation
should be given thorough Dreparation.
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31. with regard to the Secretary-General's report on the implementation of the
Pruq:amne of Action for the Second Deca-le to COnDat Racism and Racial
Oiscr il:tinat ion (A/42/493), his de legaL ion believed that greater eITPhasis sh0uld be
placed on specific ~~tivities to eliminate apartheid, given the drAffiatic and
exploeive si tuat iOIl in southern Afr ica. Topi~s of the seminar and study proposed
for the bien~ium 1992-1993 (paras. 51 (dl and (ell could be broadened to include
the cr iminal nature of apar the id and the search for ways of ensur ing its rapid
demise. Due attention should be paid t.o the goal of Namibian independence. In
addition, the periodic list of ~rson6, organizations and institutions allegedly
responsible for the crime of apartheid must contin'le to be updated on a scientific
basis. Senegal noted with satisfaction those aspects of the plan of activities
that dealt ,.ith educatioll, teaching and training, areas in which UNESCO could share
its own experience. His delegation also welcomed the proposals relating to
recourse procedures for victims oc racial discrimination and the appli~ation ot
relevant international instruments in force.

32. To implement the Programme of Action, regional and international co-operation
would have to be strengthened with the help ot Governments, private indivlduals,
non-governmental organizations and the specialized agencies of the United Nations.

33. His deleg"tion was encouraged by the fact that the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination had been able to meet during 1981. The
financial crisis facing the Committee was extremely seriolJs, consequently, no
solution aimed at stabilizing the Committee and making it functional once again
should be ruled out. He urged all State~ Parties to the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination to make the declaration
provided for in article 14 of Lhat instrument.

34. Mrs. SHERMAN-PETER (Bahamasl said that, although racism and racial
discrimin~tion were at variance with the principles on which the United Nations was
founded and violated the laws of virtually all count.ies, they could nevertheless
appear in pr~~tice in very real ways. The Recond Decade to COnDat Racism and
Racial Discrimination provided a valuable f,amewor~ within which th~ international
comnuni tj could war k to eliminate them.

35. Her delegation was pleased to note the steps that had been taken to realize
the objectives of the Decade. The public information activities were especially
iJTPOrtant because public awareness of the dangers of racism and racial
discrimination was the most effective means of curtailing their growth. Because of
its utility and relevance, special mention should be made of the training course
for legislative draftsmen and the study on the efferts of racial discrimination in
the field of education, training and enplC1jment as It atfected the children of
minorities, in part1cular those of migrant workers.

36. Since any country could face problems of racism and racial discrimination, the
progressive development of inten.ational instruments to regulate and moni tor the
behaviour of States in that regard was of fundamental importance. The Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the International
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Convention on thp SupprN;sion and Punishment of the Crime of ~~theid were
prominent in that lespect. The financial ciifficulties currently impeding the
fur.::tioni'¥j (If the Committ.ee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination were
deeply reqretldl,le. She particularly welcomed the measures regarding the
submission of reporll. adopted at the eleventh meelir¥I of States Pcrties to the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discriminationl
together with the Secretary-General's efforts to solve the financial problems of
CgRD, they offered hope that the Convention's effectiveness and the Committee's
fu net ic'ni ng wou Id be gu ar a nteed.

37. She appealed to all States that had not yet done so to sign, ratify or accede
to the International Cor.vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
A[:artheid, since implemp.ntation of its provisions could have a signifi<..;ant impact
on the success of the Decade.

313. The great success which decolonb:ation represented in the annals of the United
Nations was beil'¥j marred by the persiste::cc of vestiges of colonialism and by
blatant disrespect for the international rules which governed relations between
States. The right to self-determination must not bL made contingent upon
preferences tor a specific system or ideology or any other consideration.
Self-interest should rx)t cause the Lnternational community to shrink from tackling
fundamental problems caused b~1 violation5 of the right ;"0 sel f-determination,
whether they occurred in the Mid~le East, in southern Africa or anywhere else.
Such viol.ltions were particularly evident in southern Africa, where Namibian
independence was beiny delayed by extraneous political issues. Security Council
resolution 435 (1978) must be implemented. The international community must
confront South Africa's defiant attitude towards that resolution and towards those
who called for an end to apartheid.

39. Apartheid was an irrational, cruel and violent system which sought to maintain
the dominance of the white minority at any cost: Demands for justice. equality and
Il'ulti-racial democracy had met with brutal repression. I n that way, Bouth Africa
had narrowed the range of options open to the international community. The
imposition ot comprehensive and mandatory sanctions offered the best hope for a
peaceful solution. Unfortunately, many influential countries had failed to
demonstrat . the spirit of co-operation needed to impose such sanctionsl they
maintained ties with South Africa, giving the impression that they were indifferent
or hostile to the majority of the South African people and the international
C'ommunity. Her delegation urged those countries to rethink their policy in their
own interest, in the interest of the majority of the South African population and
in the interest of the inlegrity of the united Nations.

40. A fam collective stance a::Jainst South Africa would also alleviate the plight
of the front-line States, which suffered from South Africa's systematic aggression
and whosE' independence and stability were crucial to a solution of southern
Africa's problemn.

The meeting rose at 4.40 p.m.
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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.
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SELF-DE'l'EFJUNATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES
AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS 1 REPORTS OF
TAl>, SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/42/448)

AGENDA ITDt 921 ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATIOtl (continued)
(A/42/18, A/42/449, A/42/468 and Cart.l and Add.l)

1. Mr. FISCHER (Austria) said ~hat racism And racial discrimination were
i"canpatiblft with the fundamental ideals of free and democratic societies. The
fight againnt racism must be conducted not only at the legal level but in the daily
life o~ Bocleties all over the world. The system ot apartheid was the most blatant
example of racism and South Africa was the only State in which racial
diaccimination served as organizing principle ot society. Although the Government
of So~th Africa had stubbornly refused to comply with United Nations resolutions on
apartheid, the united Nations must continue to play ft central role in ensuring that
the Government of South Africa put an end to that system, preventing it from
contin~dng to perpetrate atrocities on the majority of the population and
continuing to ('acry out destabilization ca~,paigns and military attacke against
neighbOuring States.

2. Austda shared the determina tion of the overwhelming major ity of the
international community to adopt mea8ures, through the United Nations, to create
pressure for change. It reiterated its appeal to the Government of south Africa to
release immediately all political prisoners, to refrain trom the execution of
pending sentencec and to enter without preconditions into ~ political dialogue with
genUine leaders of the majority population in order to bring about a peaceful
transition to a free and democratic united South Africa with equal ri9hts for all.

3. Turning to the Second Decade to Cont>at Racism and Racial Discriminatlon, he
cOllllllended the Secretl1riat's comprehensive ar,J detailed reports, partiCUlarly that
in document A/42/493 on activities undertaken t.o achieve the objectives of the
Second Decade. The programme, which would have the required impact only through
concerted action by the different bodies of the united Nations involved in its
implementation, contained var iOl1s measureD which mlght be very useful in the fight
against apartheid, particularly in education, teach~n9 and training, seminars, the
di6semination ot information and the promotion and protection of human rights of
persons belonging to minority groupe, indigenous populations and peopl~s.

4. Expressing his concern at the financial situation of the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, he noted that 52 of the States parties to the
International Convention on the Elimination of All FOrms of Rscial Discrimination
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had not yet paid their assesoments. Financial an <udgetary constraints could not
be the predominant reason for that situation. It would be re9rettable if the
fut.ure of the most relevant international instrUlllent in the struggle against racial
discriffiination were jeopardized for that reason. I~ that context, it was also
noteworthy that by the closing date of the committee's thirty-fifth aession,
reports ~rom 73 States parties had been overdue, some for several years. He
welcomed the decision adopted at the meeting of States parties on 29 April 1987
contain~ in paragr4ph 43 of document A/42/18.

!le Ms. AL-TURAIH I (Iraq) said that the Arab people, who had always defended the
right of self-determination emhodied in the United Nations Charter, reaffirmed in
the historic resoluti~n lS14 (XV) and incorporated into international law as a norm
of jus cogens, condemned its vi~lation in the CBses of the P~lestinian people, the
people of Namibia and the people ot: South Africa.

6. Zionism, the ideology governing the leaders of Israel, espoused the same
racist principles of colonialism as had the European Powers at the beginning of the
nineteenth century, since, just as those invoked the doctrine of tne "white man's
mission", Zionism was based on the essentially racist idea of a chosen people.
Applying that racist doctrine, Israel had expelled the Palestinian people from its
territory and SUbjected it to all sorts of outrages and massacres like those of
Sabra and Shatila. The Palestinian people, led by the Palestine Liberation
Organization, was fighting to recover its Territory and to exercise its right of
self-determination and the united Nations must support it~ cause not only because
it was just but because the situation constituted a source of tension very
dangerous to international peace.

7. Turning to the situation in southern Africa, she condemned the racist
practices o{ Pretoria, which continued to flout the resolutions of the United
Nations, particularly Security Council resolution 435 (1978), and continued to
exploit illegally the uraniUIJI and diamond riches of that territory, expelling its
citizens to Bantustans and perpetrating attacks· against neighbouring countries.
The system of apartheid could be compar~d with nazism and the Special Expert Group
on Human Rights in Southern Africa had characterized that sYdtem as genocide. Her
delegation considered that the sanctions provided for in chapter VII of the Charter
should be applied against the Pretoria Government and th~t the boycott of that
country should be total rather than selective. Only in that way would the system
of apartheid be done away with.

8. In connection with the Second Decade to 'Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination, she noted that 86 countries had acceded to the International
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and
expressed her gratification with the work of the Group of 3 and the Committee on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimin.stion. Iraq, which had already presented its
ei9hth report tc that COIllRHtee and had met its financial obligations, appealed to
the States parties which had not yet done 80 to pay their assessments so that the
ColllRittee could continue its important work.
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9. Turning to agenda item 92, she reaffirmed her cOl'ntcy's position on the need
to assign top priority to the question of racial disr.rimi~ation in the second
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Di~rimination and expressed the hope that the
Decade would end with the abolition of the system of aparthei~.

10. Mr. RICHTER (German Democratic Republic) said that apartheid was the most
abominable form of racism and racial discrimination and survived in spite of the
efforts made by the United Nati~ns since its foundation to enforce one of the most
fundamental principles of its Chart~r. In South Africa th~ ~fficial racist policy
was applied more brutally every day and affected young people especially cruelly.

11. The ir.humRn practices of the racist fanatir.s did not stop at South Africa's
borders; its persistent acts ot aggression against the front-line States,
including the occupation of Namibia were ample evidence of unat. A great
responsibility must be assumed by those who oc.ntinue to give political, economic
and military support to the South African r~gime. Without that support the racist
regime would have been discarded long Slne8.

12. His country gave its unrestricted support to the independent States of
southern Africa, the ANC and SWAPO in their struggle for peace and social progress,
the eradication of apartheid and the 1ndependence cf Namibia. His delegation
therefore supported the SecretarY-General's proposals contained in document
A/42/493, which would enable a fr.eh impetus to be given to the struggle against
the system of apartheid - hence the vital importance of the binding international
instruments against apartheid and racial discrimination, the universality and
effectiveness of which would be promoted by the measures suggested by the
Secretary-General under paragraphs 5~ (e) and (g), 56 (f) and 57 (f) of his
report. Also, in view of the importance of the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of !E!!~, a reference to the latter
shOuld be inserted in the aforementioned texts of paragraphs 56 and 57 of the
report.

13. He stressed the particular importance, in the Second Decade to Combat Racism
and Racial Discrimination, of the functions of the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (CERD). During the consideration of the seventh periodic
report of CEFD, his delegation had described the measures adopted in the German
Democratic Republic pursuant to the Convention and had stressed its firm commitment
to the struggle for the tctal elimination of racism, fascism and apartheid.

14. It was also necessary to increaee the collective efforts of the United Nations
to guarantee the rights of migrant workers and their families and to eliminate the
discrimination from whiCh they were still SUffering. T~ose issues should be given
greater consideration in the plans for the second half of the Decade.

15. Ms. THANH (Viet Nam) $aid that the scope and strength of the struggle for
national liberation and independence had r~ached unprecedented proportions over the
past several decades and particularly in rec~nt years. In all regions of Asia,
Africa and Latin America the people were determined to combat poverty and
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underdev~lopment caused by colonialtsm or iaperialist domlnation. The ongoing
process of democratization in various countries had reached a new level, with the
ail~ of eliminating dictatorship and faaci•• and establishil'l9 a new, progressive
social order.

16. Viet Nam fUlly supported the oountries lAnd peoples struggling for national
independence and self-determination. Self-deterl..inalion hlJd become a binding
~rinciple of international law and the basis fOL the recognition and implementation
of fundamental hlnan right", and other principles such as respect for national
sovereignty and non-interf~rence in the internal affairs of ~ther S~ates.

17. Self-determination meant, first and foremost, the right to ll.ve in peace,
security, i\ ~pendence and freedom, free from any threat of war or genocide. The
aspiration OL the ~oples of the world to live in peaceful coexistence had led them
to join together to avert the danger of nuclear war. The Vietnamese people, with
the experience of 100 years of colonialism, 20 years of neo-colonialism and
30 years of devastatil~ wars, earnestly desired to work for national reconstruction
and to enjoy the fruits of their labours. Thfl process of d"mocratiza'tion, which
had been undertaken on a nation-wide scale ever pince the reunification of Viet
Nam, had received a special impetus from the sixth Congrflss of tl.e Communist party
of Viet Nam. The people were effectively exercising the right to govern their own
society, participating in State management and in the legislative elections at all
levels.

18. The struggle for national liberation and self-determination had achieved great
successes and most of the peoples of the world had been lib~rated from
colonialism. However, in many region8, that struggle contin~ed una:Jated in the
face of. ever more sophisticated and sinister forms of neo-colonialism. For
countr ies cur rently under colonial domina tion and the recently independent
countries, the main obstacles to development and progress were still imperialism,
colonialism, rac~sm, oppression and exploitation, inequality and unemployment. The
old-style methods of colonialist and imperialist domination were being replaced by
neo-colonial forms of domination while a pretence was being ml'd.,: 'if e>lercising
special prerogatives over varioLs regions of the world, Ola the pret:ext that they
were "areas of vital interest".

19. Viet Nam condemned in the strongest terms racism, together with its most
obnoxious manifestation, apartheid. The SOuth African regime, pursuing racism and
apartheid as State policy, was resorting to brutal methoUs against those struggling
in South Africa and Namibia for independence, freedom, equality and social progress.

20. South Africa was still illegally occupying Namibia, in defiance of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978), and was systematically perpetrating acts of
aggression against Angola, Mozambique and other front-l" ne States. Viet Nam
supported the bLruggle of the South African and Namibian r~op)es under the
leadership of ANC and SWAPO, for their legitimate rights. It also supported the
struggle of the front-line States in defenco ~t their sovereignty and independence.
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21. Viet Nam joined with the peoples Africa in calling for the adoption by the
Security Council of comprehensive and mandatory danctions in Lccordance with
Chapter VII of the Charter. The repeated abuae of the right of veto by certain
permanent members of the security Cou~il had been perceived as an encouragem~nt

for the racist regime to continue its policy of apartheid.

22. Viet Nam lent its strong support to the just struggle of the Palestinian
people, under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), for
their national fund~h~ntal rights, and to the people. of New CBledonia, Western
Sahara, Puerto Rico and other peoples striving to attain self-determination.
Furthermole, there must be an end to the threats and pressures which continued to
be exerted against Cuba, Ni~aragua and other countries of Latin America. The right
of those peoples to live in peace and pursue their development free from any
foreign interference must be recognized. In Afghanistan, the Government's actions
continued to foster stability and progress. Its policy of national reconciliatlon,
and of co--operation with the United Nations in the ~ield of human rights,
demonstrated itp good will and the constructive attitude with which it was seeking
e pOlitical solution.

23. The peoples of South-East Asi~, subjected to 40 years of war, needed, more
than ever, the peace that would enable them to rebuild their countries in freedom.
After the horrible consequences of the genocide perp~traced against the Kdmpuchean
people, the country's miraculous rebirth and its political, economic and social
development were an undeniable reality. Viet Nam hoped that the question of
Kampuchea could be resolved in a dialogue between ~l~ different sides, through tbe
policy of national reconciliation recently proclaimed by the Government of th~

People's Republic of Kampuchea and aimed at uniting all its citizens in an
independent, peaceful and non-al~~ned n~tion, enjoying friendly relations with all
neighbouring countries.

24. Finally, the use of mercenariea against sovereign stateo and national
liberation movements constituted a particularly flagrant violation of the right to
self-determination and the principles of international law. In that connection,
Viet Nam supported General Assembly resolution 41/102 and the decision of the
Commission on HUlllan Rights to appoint t: special rapporteur on the question.

25. Mr. HAMIOA (TUnisia) said that the Progra~ of Action for the Second Dec~de

to Combat Racism and Racial Oiscr imination, approved by consensus, had taken a
realistic approach which bore out the hopes that had been placed in it. Four years
later, how~ver, its successes had been few and far between, especially at the
international leve 1.

26. It was becoming more and more obvious thAt the Eccnomic and Social Council,
which the General Assembly had assigned to ~~-ordinate the implementation of the
Programme of Action and to evaluate its activities, could have done a better job.
The Council had often had to decide on propose1 programm~s which were not
sufficiently clear, or were hatuly appropr~ate, and it had had to limit itsp.lf to
issuing reminders of certain principles. Without ~onductin9 its own evaluation, it
had had to leav~ the substantive consideration of the queRtions to the Assembly.
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27. It was of the utmost importance th~t the objectives of the programme of Action
should be clearly understood. Action must be centred on two fundamontal issues,
thb total elimination of apartheid and the protection of minority groups, such as
migrant workers and their families. Priority must be accorded to education in the
broadest senee of the word, and to the dissemination of information.

28. On the isaue of apartheid, the only measures which might i~duce the Govetnment
of South Africa to renounce it~ system of racial discrimination were those
contained in section A, paragraph 8, of the Programme of Action (annex to General
Assembly resolution 38/14) •

29. It was a SC'llrce of great satisfaction to Tunisill that the "'ommittee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination had been able to meet in 1~87. It was
ess~nUal {or the States parties to the International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination to meet their financial obligations in order
to sustain the operation of a body so vital to the quescion of human rights.
Tunisia supported decision 1 (XXXV) of the COlllllittee on tile Elimination of Ractal
Discrimination on that subject.

30. He drew attention to the Committee's decision 1 (XXXIV) on the Second Decade
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. In view of its functions with respect
to t~e implementation of the Convention and the expertise of its members, it should
reflect carefully on ways and means of putting the Programme of Action into
practice.

31. unfortunately, the norms of internatlonal law on the right of peoples ~o

self-determination were still being violated. In southern Africa, in Palestine, in
so~thern Lebanon and in other places, the decisions and appeals of the Security
Oouncil, the General Assembly, the Movement of Non-Aligned COuntries and other
regi,)nal org8nuations were falling on Cleaf ears. It was time to put an end to
such injustice and for the peoples of southern Africa and PAlestine to recov~r

their inalienable rights under the leadership of SWAPO and the PLO, their sole
legitimate representstives.

32. Mr. ABRAHAM (Hungary) said that racism, racial discrimination and apartheid
were the most abhorrent manifestations of human rights violations. Therefore, the
struggle against apartheid was one of the most importa"t tasks of the present time.

3). Despite the important results achieved in the implement5tion of the Programme
of Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, it
could not be said that the end of the road was in sight. Unfortunately, racism and
racial hatred were on the rise in certain countries, despite the efforts of the
international cOlllllunity. It was therefore no surprise that many of the issuee
before th~ Committee haa become perennial. In particulAr, the persistence of the
racist South Afri~an regime in pursuing its policy of apartheid posed an e~tremely

serious challenge to the United Nations.
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34. The system of apartheid, characterized by oppression, s~juqation and
eXPloitation, had caused untold sufferinq and, in reaction, the black majority,
cieprived of all its fundamental humar. riqhts" had intens1fed its resistance and its
fiqht for freedom, justice and d~.qnity. Itlfas alre/ldy obvious that the Pretoria
reqime would not chanqe its policy uniess ~orced to do so by resolute international
action. No one could be misled by Pretc~la's so-called c3forms. The system of
apartheid could not be reformedJ it must be abolished.

35. The people end Government of Hunqary condemned any action aimed at
perpetuatinq the racist r'qime of Pretoria and every form of collaboration with
that r~ime. They called on the Security Council to apply comprehensive mandatory
sanctions. Until such tim~ as those sanctions were applied, Hungacy reaffirmed its
solidarity with the liberation movements of South Africa and Namibia and its
d~termination to support those movements. The Government of Hungary seized every
opportunity to promote the struqqle aqainst racial discri~\nation. apartheid,
racism and SOCial hatred and to contribute to l~ternationbl efforts to eliminate
such flagrant violations of human riqhts.

36. Since racial discrimination was alien to Hunqary's social and political
system, its leqislation contained provisions to ent~rce th~ principle of
non-discrimination. Hungary's leqal system prcclaimed equal rights for all
citizens and the pr inciple of non-d1scr imil\ation as embodied in its Constitution.
Its criminal, civil and admini8trativ~ law provided effective guarantees for the
enforcement of equal riqhts ir. all spheres of political, economic and cultural
life. Hunqary attached particular importance to creatinq the conditions necessary
for the recoqnition of the equal rights of differeut groups, including national
minorities, and for the preservation of their identities, no matter what Percentaqe
of the total population they represented.

37. His Government 8O!.Iqht to adopt measures which would enable natioHal minority
groups to pre&erve and enrich their culture and traditions. Recognition of the
individual and collective riqhts of the various qroups, includinq the riqht to be
educated in their ~ lanQUaQe6 an~ to create institutional and democratic
trameworks within which to protect their riqhts, guaranteed them equal
partici~tion in ?Olitical, economic and cultural life, which was an important
constituent of national unity.

38. In that connection, ~he United Nations should play a major part by takinq
effective, resolute action aqainst the wholesale and blatant violation of hUlIIQii
riqhts, humiliatinq racist policies and practices, racial hatred and discrimination
aqainst national or other minority qroups forminq part of the papulation of any
given country. The rapidly deterioratinq conditions observable in the fields of
employment and education and with reqard to the participation in decision-making,
and the representation, of certain social groups also called for action at the
international level. Increased immigration, even in some of the most developed
countries, was resulting ill greater racial hatred llnd xenophobia, which were
reflect~ in economic, social and cultural discrimination.
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39. His Government was concerned ~bout the critical financial situation of the
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The existence of that
Committee and its future activities were in jeopardy, and it was to be hoped that
the States parties to the Convention would honour the~r financial commitments in
that reqard. As far as the late sUbmission of reports was concerned, it was worth
considering ch.nqing the periodicity ot submission, which would in turn ~elp to
rationalize the work ot the Committee.

40. As a party to ~he International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment
of the Crime of Apartheid, Hunqary had established constructive and productive
cOo-operation with the Group of 3 of th~ Commission on Human Rights. It was
reqrettable that some States which had far-reaching responsibilities with reqard to
the elimination of apartheid were not parties to that Convention. The General
Assembly should call on all co~ntries that had not yet done so to b~come parties to
the international instrumen~s aqainst racial discrimination and apartheid.

41. Exercise of thp riqht to self-determination, one of the most important
concepts in contemporary international life, depended on Lhc existence ot all it~

constituent parts, national independence, democracy, freedom, economic development
and social justice. It was highly reqrettable that millions were stilt deprived of
their basic human rights, subjected to military, economic and financial domination,
and in some cases, forced to abandon their own culture and lanquaqe.

42. Hungary stronqly condemned the system of apartheid in South Africa, the racist
regime's introduction of a state of emergency, its suppression of the indiqenous
populations of South Africa and Namibia, its cruel repression, and its systematic
acts of aqgression aqainst the front-line States.

43. The international cONmunity shot-ld also make a collective effort to resolve
the Middle Bast problem, on the basi~ of a withdrawal of Israeli troops from the
occupied Arab territories, recognition of the 1nalienable rights of the Palestinian
people, inclUding the right to establish their own State, and acknowledqement of
the sovereiqnty and territorial integ,ity ~f all Sta~es in the reqion. An
international conference on the Middle East, conducted under the auspices of the
United Nations with the participation of all the p~rties concerned, including the
PLO, would undoubtedly contribute to the achievement of a comprehensive eolution.

~4. Hungary called for a just political settlement in Central America, a halt to
the acts of agqression committed a'~ainst Nicaragua, and recognition of the right of
the peoples of that region to determine freely the direction of their political,
economic, social and cultural development without foreiqn interference.

45. The use of mercenaries against sovereign States and national liberation
movemen~s to thwart the exercise of the inalienable riQht to self-dete~mination,

represented a flaqrant violation of international law and made it imperative to
adopt an international conventio\' aqainst the recruitment, use, financinq and
traininq of mercenaries. He welcomed not only the resolutions adopted by the
General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the Commission on Human
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Riqhts in that reqard, but also the appointment of a special rapporteur to deal
with that important i8sue.

46. Mr. DE PIGU~IR!DC I~,~ola) said that, aa one of the fro~t-line States, h.s
country waa proud to be at the for~front of the international fiqht against racism
and ra~ial discrimination, Rnd their qcst virulent exp~ea.ion, ~!UL'. Por over
a decade, in all international forums, ~qolan re~reaentatives had bedn expressing
their support for, and solidarity with, their oppresaed comrades in southern Africa.

47. Racism and racial discrimination wer~ a philosophy, an ideoloqy, a syatem and
a structure most completely embodied in South Africa. The racist system was also
reflected in the illeqal occupation of certain parts of Angola, in the support the
raciat r'qime gave to bandit. operstinq inside independent etates, such as Angola
and Mozambique, and in the use of mercenaries in attempts to destabilize
GoveLnments 1n southern Airica.

48. Angola war fully convinced l~at racism u~d racial discriminatinn would persist
1n ~outhern Africa until the structure behind them, in other words, the racist
minority r'glmft of Pretoria, was completely dismantled.

49. The internaticnal communitv must a~ao ~rinq pressure to bear on South Africa's
allies and en8~r. that existing sanctions aqainst that'~~ime were not only
respected, but also intensified. Application ~~ t~~ provisions of Chapter VII of
the Charter was the only effective means of achievinq that end.

50. His country was firmly o~po~ed to racism and racial discrimination in whatever
form or context, including the MiddlA East. Like its close collaborator, the
Pretoria r'qime, the Government of Israel was in illeqal occupation of Palestinian
and Syrian territories. Similarly, its occupyinq administration ado~t~d a racist
policy as far as the Arab inhabitants wer~ conc~rned. Measures far more stringent
than the resolutic.taA adopt~d by the 'rhird Comm1 t\:ee over the past decade should be
ta~en, with a view to eliminating racism and rac:~al discrimination. In accordance
wi~h the Charter, Angola was prepared to fulfil its obligation to qive diplomatic,
political dnd economic support to those who d&11y suffered the effects of apartheid
and racism and el ured the 111egal occupation of ch.it terr i tory.

51. Mr. AGUItAR HECHT (Guatemala) said that, although the United Nations had
devoted two special decades to the strugqle aqainst racism and racial
discriminat.ion and had adopted to that end the Programme of Action for the Second
Decade, it had not proved possible to eliminate that abominable practic.. However,
racial discrimination was illegal almost throughout the world and those who
practised it were the object of unanimous condemnation by the international
community.

5? It was a matter of concern to Guat~mala that new forms of discrimination had
~~~rged and, although perhaps more subtle, they were no more accept.able for that
leasonJ it was there£ore essential to introduce education programmes at all levels
al~ to implement the relevant United Nations recommendations with a view to
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educatinq and arousinq the conscience of the peoples of the world concerninq the
equality between human being•• promoting respect for their dignity and
strengtheni:g the bonds ot brotherhood and solidarity th~t u~ited them.

53. Guatemala especially condemned the abhorrent, institutionali.ed racist policy
of apartheid pursued by the Government of South Africa, a policy which violated the
most elementary standards of human dignity. The situati~n prevailing in that
country was intolerable and muet be ended. Consequently, Guatemala supported
U~ited Nations measur.s for the complete elimination of apartheid. The Congress of
Guatemala had .e~ommended in 1986 thto' .ne executive powor should sever relat.ons
of any kind with the South African Government.

54. Guatemalan society was composed of various races and indiqenous racial groups
which had a long history and culture and their own languages. Hen~e, Guatemala
attached qreat importance to the Declaration and Programme of Action of the Second
World Conference to Combat Racism ~nd Racial Di8=rimination, which contained
valuable elements concerning the ,ituation of indigenous peoples. He commended the
work of the open-ended working group on the drafting of a declaration on the rights
of persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious and linguistic minoritie8J the
implementation of that instrument could hel~ in preserving the cultural heritage,
unity and identity of racial a~d indigenous groups and promoting human rights and
fundamental freedoms, especially the right to the development of culture within a
pluraliat and democratic society. He was concerned, however, at the possibility
that pressure might be exerted on the working group for political ends which, far
from contributing to xespect for cultures which were to be preserved, generated
fratricidal strugqles which infringed the territorial integrity of the countries in
involved.

55. Guatemala supported the reoomme~dation of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protectio~ of Minorities to the effect that the year 1992 should
be proclaimed the International Year of Indigenous Peoples. It also 8upported the
organizing in 1988 of a seminar on the effect:s of racism and racial discrimination
on social and economic relations between indiQenous peoples and St.tes, as well as
the use of means of education and 80cial communic~tion in order to promote respect
for and protection (If the human rights of minority groups. The Guatemalan
Constitutlon had al~~Y8 recoqni~ed the equality of all citizens without any
distinct'on. The CClnstitution which had entered into force in January 1987 also
recognized that pr"lciple and provided for the protection of the country's various
rllcial groups.

56. GUltemala sup~)rted ~ecurity Council resolutions 385 (1976) an~ 435 (1978),
the sole internationally acceptable basis for a peaceful settlement o~ the question
of Namibia, as well as any measures adopted by the United Nations and the Council
for Namibia in or~e': to protect the inalienable right of the people of the
Territory to self-deter.ination and independenc~.

57. Guatemala condemned colonialism and the occupation of ind~pendent States by
foreiqn forces, interference in the internal affairs of the occupied States and tlte

/ ...



A/C.3/42/SR.6
Enqlish
Page 12

(Mr. Aquilar Hecht, Guatemllal

support given to qrou~. which, throuqh terrorism and violence, impeded the exercise
of the riqht to self-~dtermination. The use of fc;ce in intern&tional relations
should be replaced by the peaceful s4ttloment of di~pute••

58. The Guatemalan Government promoted and respected human riqhts, supported th~

establishment of a pluralist and democratic society and was committed to the search
for peaceful means of solvinq the crisis in Centr~l America. In an effort to
strengthen the bonds of brotherhood which linked them, the Presidents of the
countries of the reqion had, on 7 August 1987, in Guatemala City, signed the
·Procedure for the Establishment of a Strong and Lastinq PJace in Central Americ~·,

which was desiqned to find lastinq solutions to the problems facinq the region.

59. Mr. MlR NAMAZ KHAN MA~WAT (Pakistan) said that concerted international action
was vital for the elimination of racism and racial discrimination. South Africa
continued to pursue its policies of massive repression in defiance of the stronq
condemnation of the international community. There was a need to provide
assistance and reli.f to the victims of the inhuman policies of racist r'qimes,
especially in South Africa, Namibia and the territories under alien occupatio~.

60. Pakistan had been one of the first States to ratify the International
Convention on the Elimination of All FOrms of Racial Discrimination and was also a
party to the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
Crime of Apartheid, the objectives of which it fUlly aupported, and had
consistently condemned the Pretoria r'gime for ~,ts abominable policies. Pakistan
urqed the imposition of mandatory sanctions against South Africa and reaff/,rmed its
support for th~ South .est Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), the sale
representative of the Namibian people.

61. Although two qenerations of palestinians had rendered qreat sacrifices in t.he
cause of freedom and the reconquest of their native land. their aspirations
remained unfulfilled. Pakistan renewed its solidarity with the cause of the
Palestinian p~ple and supported their just struqqle. The international community
should assume its Obliqations in order to compel Israel to restore the inalienable
riqhts of the Palestinian people.

62. He welcomed the efforts made by the Secretary-General in regard to the
activities for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discriminatlon. Only
a resolute and determined effort by the internatlonal community could crown with
success the independence strugqle of oppressed peoples.

63. His deleqation felt that the Committee on the Eli~ination ot Racial
Discrimination should be strengthened to enable it to examine the problem of racism
in all siqnatory States, and South Africa in particular, a task for which it had
been qivan a special mandate under article IS af the Convention. It was also
necessary to give wider publicity to the work of the Committee, in order to hblp it
in discharqinq its functions. He urqed those Member Sta~es which had not vet done
so to accede to the Convention.
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64. Lastly, hp. said it was encouraging to note that the WOrking Group on the
Draftinq of an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All
~igr4nt WOrkera and Their Families had complet61 the secend reading of the draft.
Given the discriminatory treatment to which migrant workers were subjected, the
Convention should be flr.blized and adopted at the next session of the General
Assembly.

65. ~r. HAVON (I3r~Ql), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that the
r~marks of the re~resentative ef Iraq not nnly contained shrill overtones of
anti-Semiti9mJ they welO also irrelevant to the items under diacus8ion. Althouqh
it would be easy to refute each of the alleqations, he would r~frain from doing so
in order not to engage in a ritual which the Committee had experienced ad nauseam.

66. The acts of defamation, which were a habitual practice in the Committee, had
not solved the Arab-Israeli conflictJ nor had they diminished the desire of the
Arab Governments to annihilate the Stvte of Israel and it~ people. Although it
would be easy to detail the atrocities committed by the ferocious Government of
Iraq against many oppressed minorities, that would not promote dialogue or enhance
the chances for peace in the Middle East.

67. He would be tempted to call upan the represen~ative of Iraq to present her
viewpoint in free and direct negotiations, but he was aware that she would refrain
from doing RO, inter a.ia, because of more pressinq international business which
was not being discussed in the Committee.

68. Israel maintained peaceful relations with Eqy~t and had entered into open
dialoque with ~orocco. Other such political initiatives Which could bring about
peace In the Midd~e East might be made in the future. For that reason, he app~aled

to the Committee to give peace a chance instead of being an impediment to it.

69. ~s. POC (Democratic Kampuch~a), spe~kinq in exercise ~f the right of r~nly,

said that the Vietnamese delegation h.d once aqain repeated, for the ninth year,
the same lies in order to mialead wor~d public opinion. The aggression against
Kampuchfta an" the military occupation of the country constituted a violation of the
sovereignty and territorial inteqrity of a State Member of the United Nations.
Fu~th.rmore, Viet Nam's expansionist desiqns violated the Char tar of the United
Nations and the fundamental principles on which relations between States were based.

70. The representatives of Viet Nam to th~ United Nations stubbornly iqnored the
fact that the problem of lampuchea had bequn in 1978 with Viet Nam's agqression
aimed at annexi.ng Itampuchea to itL territo~y.

71. The sovereiqnty and independence of lampuchea were non-neqotiable. The
aqgrftsllor had no riqht. whatsoever to impose its conditions for settlinq the
problem. No international law gave Viet Nam the riqht to interfer! in the internal
affairs of another State.
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72. only t~. total and unconditional withdr8Wal of Vietnamese forces would pave
the way for national reconciliation in Kampuchea and allow its peopl~ to exercise
their inalienable right to self-determination in a process involving all the
citizens of the country, including the patriotic resistance forces.

73. Kampuchea proposed that national reconciliation should begin afte. the
completion of the first phase of the withdrawal of Vietnamese forces, within the
framework of an agreement concluded under United Nations auspices. Viet Nam,
instead, proposed that national reco~iliation should take place while its forces
were still occupying Kampuchea, and without any formal agreement.

74. DemoCratic Kampuchea proposed that the process of national reconciliation
shOUld include the Phnan lenh regime irl a quadripartite Government. Viet Nam, on
the other hand, proposed that reconciliation should take place under the (~9ime,

which it had installed after the invasion.

75. Kampuchea proposed that all the political movements should participate in the
process of national reconciliation, while Viet Nam favoured a selectlve approach
aimed at dividing and weakening the national resistance forces.

7G. The peace proposal made by Democratic Kampuchea took into account the
interests of both countries, as well as those of the other countries of th~ region
and of the world. Kampuchea ~ished to become an independent, united, peac~ful,

neutral and non-aligned State, without any foreign military bases. The proposal
also offered Viet Nam an opportunity to '1tstablish relations in all fields, alld eVtln
to sign a treaty of non-aggression and peaceful coexistence be~ween the two
countries. By rejecting Kampuchea's peace proposal, Viet Nam had clearly shown
that it was not int~rested in any political solution to the problem. She appealed
to all Member States to support her country's efforts to bring about such a
solution on the bASis of the principies set forth in United Nations resolutions,
and called upon Viet Nam to heed the call to reason.

77. Mr. AMSELEM (United States of America), speaking in exercise of the right of
reply, inquired how it was possible that Viet Nam, one of the most racist and
imperialist Governments in the world, could speak about the fleed for
self-determination for the people of Puetto Rico. Puerto Rico held periodic, free
elections, and the prc-independence parties had never obtained more than 5 per cent
of the .ote. He asked the representative of Viet Nam what percentage of the vote
the pro-Viet Nam parties had received in Kampuchea. AB was common knowledge, the
only way in which the people of Kampuchea had been able to express themselves war
to flee the country or join the armed resistance. He ..sked the representative of
Viet Nam how many Puerto Ricans had sought asylum in her country. The Un ited
States had received hundreds of thousands of requests for asylum from Vietnam~8e

nationale who were prepared to risk death in order to flee.

78. Ms. AL-TURAIHI (Iraq), speaking in exerciee of the right of reply, said that
Israel described everything that was said against it as anti-semitism. She had
made a cle.r distinction between political zionism and Judaism.
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79. She drew the Attention of the Committee to document A/42/18, which referred to
the periodic ,:_porU submitted by Iraq and Israel to the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination and quoted from documents which demonstrated
the Similarity between zionism and anti-semitism. During the Nazi era, t~e German
reqime and a Jewish aqency had made arrangements for the massive transf. ~ German
Jews to Palestine. In that way, the German policy had helped to cons, , the
State of Israel in Palestine. There was proof that the Jews, ~n neqoti. _JnB. with
the Nazis, had intended to help them to achieve Germany's greatest objective,
namely, ridding Europe of the Jews.

80. Lastly, she recalle.l the negative attitude of Israel concerning the holding of
an international peace conference unda= the auspices of the United Nations.

81. Mr. NA~ (T ), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that it
would be appropr ~ comment on the extenD~ve quotations from Nazi texts which
the representati·".. uf Iraq had just read out. He referred to the ideological
affinities between Rashid Ali and the Gov'''nt of the Thit'd Reich, and to the
former's int@ntion to apply i~ Iraq the s, olicy of extermination which the
Hitler cegime had applied in Europe. He preLerred, how~ver, not to enter into such
st~rile Giscussions, and called for a commitment to negotiation so as to promote
progress towards a peaceful future.

82. "B. AL-TU~IHI (Iraq), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, oaid that,
althouQh she could explain how certain zionist agents had carried out terrorist
actions in order to intimidate the Jows of Iraq, woo for centuries had coexisted
amicably with their neighbours, not in ghettos as in Burope, she would refrain, so
aB not to continue the discussion.

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m•.


