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·The Bu:r~ab. vra.s set U!J under the direction of the First "Pan-Am~rica:n. . . . 

Suni tary .Cor>..ferenoe which met ,in '):lush:+pgtQn. in ],.902 _by, resol~ttion .of the 
•• 4. ' • 

. ' ~ 

Second Internt.tionai CoJ;~..f'orencc. 9f P..m.crican·: Stutq::; •. T:he .. namE:> of the Buroau, 
' .. - . : . - .,.. ' 

until it was cihan~~d.by tho Sixth Sanite..ry. Confo;fertc9 .in l.>J:O:O,_was _tho 
,. . . ' ~ ' ' ~ . 

Intor.nationaJ. .. .Soni tary ;I?m·.ec.u .. 'rl.lo Pan-American Sani tc.ry Convention, 
I ' ~ • ' 

udopted.-by tho S~vo:rith ~~-Amoridnn sa.nit~y Confcronco,. 4. November 1924, 
~ . ' . . . . 

i~cludod_ .. a san;i tr:4"'Y dC?dO \=',nd plc.ced th.o Buro·Q.u on o." COJ;J.Vonti~nul bnsis' . ' ' . . . . 

stipulating its· fu:rlctions and duties as follows: 

(Ch~ptor IX of Pon-Afucrl~nn Sanit~r§ Qo~b) 
' ~ . . . . . 

"FUnctions and Dut.ios . -..:...... 

Art. 54, , Tl-10 orgo.niza.tion, functions,, a.nQ. 9-Utj.-cs _of .tho Pnn~Amor:tcnn 
Sanitcry Bureau .Jhull. in~ludo 'tlioso heretofore dotcrm.tn.od ·for tho 
Intcrnationo.J. So.n.Hary -Bureau by tho various intc;rna.tionnl- sani to.:ry .and 
other· coriforcnces of Aniori'can"Ropublics, roid such hdciit·:iOlWl a.dministrO.tivo 
functions ond dJ.i,tios as my .bo .horoo.ftor dotQr.minod by Pan-.'\mqricon 
srmita.ry corlforoncos ~- · · · 1 

'· • · - · · • ' · • 

Art. 55- The Pnn-Ancri.cc.n SonitorY' Burcc.u' chill b~ "th~ con·~rnl 
c.o-ordinnting snnitc.ry r'..goncy of the vaxiQus. mot1b!=?r ~opublicG. of ~ho 
Pa.n-/~wricc:n Union and tho genorn.l collection end 'distribution centro of 
sa.n.ttc.ry i_nformntion to. [tnd_from. sq.id Rcp1;lb;Lics~,. For. t.hil3 purpose it 
shall, f'rom tiL1o to time, do signa. to roprosont.-..tlvos to visit and. confer 
with the snnitn.ry authorities of tho vo.rio~s,Gi~a.tory G:ov9rnments on 
public hooJ.th matters, ond such repr.cscn-t;;:.i.t'ivca··ahall bo eiven ell 
o.vo.ilGblo sanitary informa.tion in tho ·countries visited by then:t .in ,tho 
course of their off1cia.l-vis1ts nnd conferences. · ·' · · · , ... · · · 

Art. 56. .In ·o.ddi tio~, th~ :P~n-.tmc";idDn. son'itcry Bureau shall· · 
perform :tho following .spocif'ic fUnctions:· . . 

To supply to tho snnitn.ry a.uthor:ftibs of tho signatory Governments 
through its publications, or in·othcr appropriate nnnnor, all uva.ilc.blo 
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information relative·to the actual status of the commUnicable diseases 
of man, new invasions of such diseases, the sanitary measures ~~dertaken, 
and the progress effected in the control or eradication of such diseases; 
new methods for combating disease; morbidity and mortality statistics; 
public health organization and administration; progress in any of the 
brartches of preventive nJed:l.cine; and other pertinent information relative 
to sani~lt~on and public health in any of its phases, including a 
bibliography of books and· periodicals bn pup lie hyp:iene. 

In brd.er more efficiently to discharge· its functions it mny 
undertake co-·operative epideniiologicai and othe't" studies; may employ 
at headquarters and elsewhere experts for this purpose; may stimulate 
and facilitate scientific researches and the practical application of 
the results therefrom; and may accept gifts, benefactions, and bequests, 
which shall be accounted for in the manner now provided for tho 
maintenance funds of the Bureau. 

Art. 57• The Pan-American Sanitary ~ureau shall advise and consult with 
the sanitary authorities of the various signatory Governments rela~fve to 
public he~lth problems and tho manner of interpreting and·applying the 
provisions of this code. 

Art. 58.. Officials of the national health services may be desidnated 
as representatives, ex officio, of tho Pan-American Sanitary Bureau, in 
addition to their rogular dlities, and w~en so designated they may.be 
cmpowored to act as sanitary representatives of one or more of the si~natcrr,r 
Governments when properly designnted and accredited so to 'servo. · 

Art. 59. Upon request of tho sanitary.- a.uthoritios of any of the 
signatory Governments, tho Pan•Americo.n Bureau is authorized to take the 
necessary preparatory steps to br:in,g about an exchange of professors·, 
medical and health officers, exports or advisers in pnbli9 health of any _of 
the sanitarJ sciences, for tho purpose of mutual aid and advancement in the 
protection of the public health of the si~to~J Governm~nts. 

Art·. 60. For tho purpose of discharging the functions and duties imposed 
upon the Pan-American Sanitary Bureau a fund· of not less tha.n $50,000 shall 
be collected by tho Par1-Amoric~ Union, apportioned amen~ the si~nntory 
Governments on th; sa.r.1o basis ao are the o:x:pon,ses of the. ;pan-~.morican Union. " 

The Ninth Sanitary Conforonce (Buenos Aires,. 1934) adopted a 

constitution. :.md by-laws for the Bureau, which provided for its b~sic . 
: ' o - I, ' 

organization. Changes in tlie·constitution and by-laws wore rradc by the· 
' . 

Tenth Pan-American Sanitary Conference, Bogota, 1938. A revised draft of 

the Pan-American Sanitary Code will be submitted to tho C~racas Conference 

in 1946 in ~ccordanco with a resolution of·the.Fifth Pan-Areorican Conference 

of National Directors of ·HC;alth·. 

2. Membership 

All of the twenty-one American Republics are parties to the 

Convention cf 1924 and participate in tho.poriodic conferences. 



3 · ·s·t· t ' •:-. ~ ru.c ure ·· .. : 

:: _ _._Tho·~aJi:.A:xOOrica.n Sanitary Conferences are; in effect, the general 
.. ~\ , .... /. :· .. ··~- '.:. -·.' (• .... /"", . . : :~~· ','' :~ .. 

pollcy-IDD.king boey for the :euroau. · The Pan-J\mericnn Sanitary Code of 
• ; • o' : •, •' .... , '- ' ... ' ' i. : : I • '• :·. 

1924 provides that the Bure~u ~hall perform 1\mctions asai~od to it by 
.:~~ ... ~-~ ~-~ . ·-~~~~. ~~ ·.~·-c 

tho conferences, Although the Conatitution nnd Statutes of the :Bureau, 
~- ·,:~: ~ '·;, ~ l:'.f.. · ... ,.l.-l:t',"" ...• ----~::.· ...... 

based for tho most part on resolutions of tho Conferences, were drawn up 
.~ ~'· ··-~ .. :. ;.:~... . ... : •. : ... ~ ;". 

and approvod by the Executive Council of the !ureau, they have been .. ,. ·- ;_, ', : . ~. ' { ' . 
• ' • 0' ' o• 0. w • I ' ' "'' '' :' ~ ' :; ~ ' I 

modified by the Ninth and Tenth Sanitary Conferences. 
:· .. · #-~_... ~-{~--

4. Staff 
• ,J, 
.• 

- .. ~· . ,.., ... ; 't'• ' • I ' 

~~e. ~ea.u is directly governed, within the terms of ita constitution 
: ' • ' ' I 1 • oOI'Io ' •.:. "• .'.1 

and statut?a, by a Directing Council which conaiots of the Director, tho 
• t' I <" ,-' '' .... ~ .. . 

Vice-Director, two counnell~rs,· and aevon members, all of whom a.re elected 
' : 

1
, " ' .... ', : f \ , I : • , ' ~.;1 I;": ) ~ , 0

0
' , 

by tho Sanitary Conference. In addition, there are a number of ex officio 
\•' . >; 

members of the Council including honorary mombero, the honorary Chairm.a.n, 
• '. '' ' l ~ ., ' • ' ': I ,' (.'' ' '.... ! 

and the Secretary 1 who rtJIJ:3' participate without vote, With the exception 
-. :' , ..... - ,,.. ' ' ·-:""' 

I " ,., ' ' ·~ ' • ' 0 

of the Director and the Secretary, tho principle of rotation in office is 
-~- ' ( : ~ .. ;,.{ /'" . ·, . . ... ' . . ' ~ . . .. 

observed. Decisions of the Directing Council are taken by majority vote. 
:"', • • ', ,. 0: , , ~ ' , ' • • • • - .. • • I .. •, . ( ·- .. ·' 
The Pan-Americnn Union collects the contributions of the member 

.::./ . _:'.·.: ~~.. . ... ~ . ~- \ . .''' ,. . ' :. . . --,} 

govormoonts~"to the J3uroau and: 3:cts aa· treasurer of the funds, which are 
.! .., •. ·':'.:,. ;t .. ~.t~· ': ·,1' ~ ,• •••• • ' 

administered by the Bureau itsolf. Tho official ~ages are English, 
'.j ,•, ' ~ ' • ,' o .~' ': ,•-. I' '• • f, ' ' . <o • ( '' '' ' I o . o,: '~ '': ~. • •:- : •:• ·,'-,,:' ': 

........ ~~--- ...... ~·-~ .. -- ................... ,, -···· .......................... * .............. , ............................ ~ ..... ~·· ••• _,. 

Fronch1 Portuguese 1 and Spanish. 
" . ~-- .. ,~{~"-·.'. ··r: ·.··: -.~'··.·:. ~t' ""j' - ' . . . . .. ~ '· ...... . 

, .. : ' ~ .. ·., ··. } . . · .-,· ... r 

Tho total budeat for the Pan-American Sanitary Bureau for tho Fiscal 
6' J ~.:, : ... ~ .:! : 1,'" .. · ,."t:• f,jl~,~ •• ~·r ;: , (l! ;, • 't: .. ' ·· ::: ,'f:'' :: ··~~;'.; '~ ~ :. " •.·.·· .;'· ·. · .,., ... 

Year 1944-45 wa.s $112,585.84. The budget for the Fiscal Year 1945-46 is 
.;.;,' ; . -'.> ,···~~ ;,:. ... J.:·:· - .. : ;-.~( J 

.,· . .!· ' ·: .• : • . - . " .. --~~ ~ '• ·. . . 

The total quota for tho twenty-one American :Republics is as follows: 
·.··· ,: 

~:· )' ... · f .. · . . . . '•! : .. ' . ';: ,': ~:-· ·~.: :· . ~-

... : : . . . ' . . -~ . 

'· · -. A-rgentina · 

Bolivia· 

' ., 

.B~dl' .. ·,-: .. •;:';' ' .. ~. . . : /. 

PoJZUffi tion . 
• • • ' :' ', • ~ t • :: . : ' 

''·c'l..·.t·'f- t· • • t ... • ·' ,· "'•"' I~'"' 5 '1'78'1")60;, • • :• I _,. ~'.LU;, '~~ ,I ,' ',,,; .. ~ ', ~ • ': ;: ~w '• ·,~,' .~ 

Quotas at 40¢ 
· ';~r . tliousaiit .. 

t>, 
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Colombia. 

Coota Rica 

Ouba 

Dominican Republic 

Ecuador 

El Salvador 

Guo. tolllD.la 

Haiti 

Honduras 

Mexico 

.Nicara{W.a 

Pn.na..r:lo. 

Paragu.ay 

Peru 

Unitod States 

Uru.guay 

Venezuela 

Poelation 

8,70~.BJ.6 

7.05,000 

4,.~27,597 

1,768,~63 

3,,105,541 

1,862,980 

3,4~0,762 

21719 .. ~7~ 

1,15.~,~88 

21,153,,321 

1,0~3~946 

631,,637 

1~014, 773 

7,3$15,687 

156,233,264 

2.,185,626 

3z996z09) 

285~464,007 

6. Rela~ions with Other Internntionp~ Organizations 
I 

Quote:e· :p. tr · 4oi 
;Qor :thou?and 

* 3,480. 73.. 

282.00 

J.,69l.o4 

707·47 

1,242.22 

745 .. 19 

1,364.30 

1,.087 .• 79 

46;1.. 76 

8,461. ~3 

405.58 

252~65 

405.91 

2, 958.27 

6.2,493·31 

874.25 

' 1,;228 •. 44 

$114,185.61 

A o1ose working relationship oxioto between the Bureau and the 

P~American Union., although the Bureau is ~ distinctlY separate . . . ' ' .. 

organizat~?n•. Tho }3uroau maintains it~ headquartoT,S at the Un,f.on, and. 
' •• I ' ,A • ~ . 
tho Union serves as fiscal agent for the ]Uroau. 

r.rhe :Bureau baa co-o:pera.ted with the Intei'Ilationa1 Office of,Public 

ReaJ.t~ and tho League of Nr-.tions Health Orgo.nizo.tion, and more recently 
' ,.· . ........ . .. ' 

with ·t,ha.:·~alt~J)ivision of 1Jl:mBA, acting as a regional bureau collectiru:; 

and dis~omiriating e:pidemiologicci.l;ini'ormation under the 192.6, 1933 and 

1944 Inte1'na.tionu1 Sanitary Conventions. The :Bureau also collaborates with 

sGme intor-Aln.erica.n agencies·· ouch G:tJ-: the _.).mericD.Il Intornation~tl 'Institute 

for the Protection of Childnood,'.·. the Permanent Inter .. American ·colnin.i tteo on 
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Tho Bureau co-operated in the past with tho LongUe of NationD Health 

Orr,anization through exc~~e of publications, representation on various 

special committees and collaboration ·in studies of mutual interest • 
. 

7· Present Status 

Tho Bureau has greatly expande~ its activities since 1938, when its 

budget wn.s doubled·, and it has inton$ified its work durine the period "'f 

the wn.r. Thia h~s :boon nudo :poosiblo to a le.rge extent through funds .turrtlshed 

by tho Office of Inter-American Affairs, the State Department and other 

departments of tho United States Government and various foundations. Tho' 

last C?nferences held under its auspices were tho Eleventh Pan-.~orican 

Sanitary Conference at Rio de janeiro in 1942, n.nd tho Fifth Pan-.Amori·can 

Conference of National Directors of Health, Washington, D.C. in 1944~ Tho 

Twelfth Pan American Sanitary Conference .is scheduled for 1946 in Caracas. 




