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H'l'A'l'l!:M1':N'l'~ UN lH',,;~n'l~ U!llI\Hi-lMI";N'l' I\lll':NOI\ l'l'C:l'\1l A:·m CUN'l'lNUI\'flON UC' 'l'jig U~Nl::HAL

OEJjI\'l'b:, I\H N":CEtillAH'i

Mr. KtllAJ (Kenya) I I'f:!rmlt me to tdkl~ thitl oppurtunity to \)xtend 1:0 you,

Hir, my delegadun'll I:lm':lr~tuliltionll un YOUL" ele~tion dS Chairman of thls impurtQnt

Committoe. We are hllVl'Y to >IelJ you, the representative uf lIalre, a country with

which Kenya h'HI maintained und enjuYlJd lony-at/;llHlin'.l titls of fraternity, friendshil'

and co-operation, prellidinq over our delibel'utions. I should like to I:lssure you of

my delegation's full cu-operation in the discharge of your responsibilities.

1 all10 uxttlnd uur vonljl.ltlll.Jt i,)lHl l:O the UtlllH officers of the Committutl.

One Cl! the pari;ldoxi<':dl devtllopulllnt.a ot our time has been tho replacement of

colonialism und furdign domination by super-power r iVi;llry and competition fot'

spherell uf political and economic Intluellce. /Is a consequence, the world hus been

faced with worllening interna~ionlll rlJlations coupled with a fierce and open arms

race. The build-Up of armuments has surpi;lssed legitimate defence needs and,

instoad of ~rovidiny ~eLerren<.:~, the extQnsion of this uomvetition to nuulear arms

has posed the threateninq upu<.:tru ot the complete annihilatlon ot the whole human

raua. It il:l uqainut tlli" backl:!t"o!, th<1t th(~ Committee is u<.lnvlJrwd llVtlry yt.!ar to

explore and dtdihol'ate on tho cludinal [Jrobems of our tim"" namely, thl:! e11mir; tiun

of the nU\;llldt' d<1nqer, r iddlnll mank ind ut the hurd .. n ot nu<.:tu<J.r and othor

armaments, strenytheniny international sl!cur ity, and devolupiny international

co-operutiotl. Nu ono <':dll doubt UhJL thilj h"l; I""m <.l dlLliGLllt prOUOl.ls, and the

hope th"L onu day the 1I1tIJrnationi.ll ';ulUlIlllnity will harmcni~e its lH!CUrity
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(Mr. Kiilu, Kenya)

In this oontext, we oannot lose eight of the reassuring optimism that emanates

from the ongoing hi lateral negotiatione between the united States and the Soviet

Union. Both have aqree~ in prinotple to eliminate land-based intermediate-range

and short-range nuolear weapons in Europe and elsewhere. The whole world weloomos

this as the first real attempt ~o dismantle two oategories of nuclear arms. Any

sucoess in this will, it ia hoped, l~ad to further agreements on the more oomplex

issues of spaoe and strategio nuclear arms. My delegation, like many others, oalls

upon the two super-Powers to spare no effort in seeking the attainment of all their

agreed objeotives in their negotiations, in aocordance with the seourity interests

of the whole world !nd the universal desire for complete disarmament.

Of th~ many issues on the Committee's agenda for this session the prevention

of nuclear war is the most prominent. Numorous proposalr have been suhmitted on

this subject, notably on non-first-use and a convention on the total prohibition of

the use of nuclear weapons. Immediate IReasures have heen proposed as a first step

towards the prevention of nuclear war, such ae a nuclear-arms freeze which embraoes

a comprehensive han on the testing of nuclear weapons and their delivery systems.

This emphasis is as it should he, hecause the prevention of nuclear war remains our

most urgent and immediate task, yet possihly the most difficult. With increased

reliance on and advancement of technology, accidental nuclear war is no lor.ger a

hypothetical prohahility and thus every effort must he deployed towards the

avoidance of nuclear war.

The first ster' towards preventing nuclear war and halting the arms race would

he the early conclusion of a comprehensive treaty on the co~)lete prohibition of

the testing of all types of nuclear weapons in all environments hy all ~tates.

While recognizing that there exist at present real and potential difficulties in
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(Mr. Kiilu, Rnnya)

the way of the eonoluoion of. a verif.iable treaty banning all nuclear teats, I

should liko to reaffirm tbe importance that my country attaohes to the Group of

seismic Experts in its efforts to overcome various teohnical verification

prohlems. Similarly, we are e~ually convinced that whatever the differenceA on the

isa~e of verifioation there are no insurmountable ohstaoles necessitating a delay

in the conolusion of a oomprehensive nuolear-test ban with the exiating

seimnological techniaues, which could guarantee the first stages of compliance with

the treaty pending other effective verification techniaues. In this context, my

dolegation will continue to support the estahlishment of an~ committee on a

nuclear-test ban as a subsidiary body of the Conference on Oisarmament, with a view

to taking into aocount all existing proposals and future initiatives.

My delegation attaches great importance to the question of effective

international arrangem~nts to protect non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or

threat of use of nuclear weapons. As I have just said, nuclear weapono constitute

the gravQst threat to humanity and, as in the case of a nuclear-test han, negative

security assurances should he viewed as a positive step towards the elimination of

these weapons, pendinq other effective meaures of nuclear disarmament.

Kenya shares the conviction that there is a need for urgent multilateral

negotiationl!l on the cessation of the nuclear-arms race through mutually negotiated

measures. Multilateral nogotiations on nuclear disarmament ar~ long overdue and,

in any event, bilateral negotiationo, because of their limited scope, can never

replaoe or nUllify the gp.nuine multilateral scarch for concrete disarmament

measureR that is enviRaged if an~ committee- of the Conference on nisl.lrRlllment

is ontllblished with /.In approprioto monchte. My delegation subscribes fully to the

view that the Conference on Disarmament sho~ld Rtart sorious consideration of all
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(~~lu, Kenya)

issues related to the cessation of a nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament, as

prescrihed in paragraphs 50 and 51 of the FinAl D~ument of the first special

session of the General Assemhly devotud to ~isarmament.

My Governrllent conDiders that the tim~ ia ripe for early negotiation of a

convention on the prevention of an arms rac~ in outer space. Outer space, which is

designated in the 1967 outer space Treaty a COW80n heritage of mankind, is being

contemplate" as a new fronti~r for the extension of the nuclear-arms race, This

may prove to be the most extraordinary development in military history since the

advent of the nulear era and thus warrants universal concern. In recognition of

the importance and urgency of preventinq theoe ominouB developments, discussions

should be intensified, both at the bllateral level and in the Conference on

nisarmament, on how beat to attain a more comprohensive legal r~qime with

sufficient guarantees to prevent the ~11itarization of outer space. Such a regime

should enhance effectiveness and establish the importance of strict compliance with

existing agreements.
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(Mr. Kiilu, Kanya)

We ahare the opinion that a comprohonsive chomical weapons convention ia ~n

sight. My dele9ation is encouragod by the recent convergence of viewa regiatered

in the elaboration of draft articloa governing challcn~a inspections and control to

entlure non-production of chemical weapons by civil industry. However, even taking

into account the political sensitivity of the issuea involved, the pace of the

already long-overdue negotiating process has been very slow. W~ believe that on

the basis of the present prel~minary structure of the convention, complemented by

strong political will and trust between the major chemical-weapons St~teB, a treaty

oould be completed at an early date. We firmly shar~ the view that the Conferenoe

on Disarmament should pursue vigorously its negotiations on this multilateral draft

convention, which will cloae all loopholes and guarantee forever the complete and

effective prohibition of the development, production, atockpiling and use of

chemical weapons. Pending such a convention, all States should co-operate in

efforts to prevent the uae of chemic~l weapons, in accordance with the principles

and objectives of the Guoeva Protocol of 1925.

~or over two decades African States have continued t~ demonstrate their

peaceful intentions through their proclaimed commitment to the cause of

denuclearization of the continen~ as espoused by th~ 1964 Cairo Declaration of the

Organization of African Unity (OAU). Over the ycara African delegations have

initiated resolutions calling upon all States tu consider and respect the ~ontinent

of Africa as a nuclear-weapon-free zone. Similarly, African delegations have

sought the international oommunity's condemnati.on of South A(rica's nuclear

capability and all forms of nuclear collaboration oy any State, corporation,

institution or individual with the racist South African regime. Despite tireless

support and the recognition that ac:quisiliun of nuclear-weapon capability by the

racist regime constitutes a very grave danger to the continent and tu international
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(Mr. Kiilu, Kenya)

peace ~nd security, c~llabora~ion in all forms by certain States is very evident

and widely reported in conservative international media.

We strongly helieve that the attainment ef military nuolear oapability by

South Africa could be designed to hold the whole of Africa hostage and henoe delay

Namibia's independence and the dismantling of the abhorrent policiea of apartheid.

In view of thiq, we reaffirm our support for the Afrioan peoples' appeal to the

,~ountries concerned to terminate forthwith all forms of oollabo~ation with the

ra~ist ~egime in the military and nuclear fields. We also request the Security

Council t~ oonclude expeditiously consideration of the r.euommendations of the

Committee established by its resolution 421 (1977) concerning the question of South

Africa, with a vi~w to blocking the existing loopholes in the arms embargo so as to

render it more effective and prohibitive.

Kenya continues to attaoh particular importance to the e~tabishment of zone

of peace in various parts of the world. Such zones could strengthen the fRbric of

regional peace and stability and prevent extraregional interference, thereby

creating conditions conducive to regional co-operation in the field of economic and

social development. In the light of this fact, the concept of the Indian Ocean as

a zone of peace reflects the hopes and aspi~ations of littoral and hinterland

States to enhance the prospects of peace, atdbility, security and the promotion of

economic well-being of the respective States. We feel that the first step towards

the establishment of a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean region is the convening of

the long overd~e International Conference. The Confe~ence would harmonize the

interests and viewpoints of the countries in the region and the major naval Powers

and maritime users. We deeply regret that the~ Committee entrusted with the

attainment of this objective has not yet been able to achieve any meaningful

progres6 in either the substantive or the organizational field. The volatile
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(Mr. Kiilu, Ken~)

political and security climate in the region has increased the urgency of convening

the Conference at an early date.

The recently concluded Conference on the Relationship between Disar~ment and

Development adopted a Final Document in which it was recognized that, considering

the present resource constraints cn both daveloped and developing countries,

reduced world military spending could contribute significantly to development. But

the most significant outcome of the Conference was the recommendations in the

aotion programme to foster the interrelated perspective on disarmament, development

and seourity and to &trengthen the central role of the United Nations in this

regard. Kenya views the achievements of this Conference as most significant and

oalls for implementation of its recommendations.

Finally, as the preparatory work for the third special ses~ion of the General

Assembly devoted to disarmament is at an advanced stage, we feel very strongly

that it is necessary to determine specific dates during 1988 at which the special

session shoUld take place. We hope that the third special session will be able to

improve on the outcome of the two previous special sessions, of 1978 and 1982, in

order to arrive at a realistic consensus document that will be unassailable for the

next decade. We view this session as a very important one at which a definitive

approaoh to the our rent status of disarmament initiatives and their future course

will be evaluated.

Mr. LINGAMA-TOLEQUE (Central African Republic) (interpretation from

irenoh)I Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the delegation of the central African

RepUblic, I should like to express our pride at seeing you leading the work of this

Committee. I am partiCUlarly pleased in that our two countries - the Central

African Republio and the Republic of Zaire - maintain excellent brotherly

relations. Thus I am convinced that, thanks to your proved diplomatic skills and
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(Mr. Lingama-Toleque, central
African Republio)

the enlightened assistance of the other officers of the COmmittee, to whom I also

extend my delegation's congratulations, the work of our Committee will have the

desi~ed resultB.

The United Nations Charter envisaged disarmament aa an element of the

oollective establishment of an international security sydtem, but the manufacture

and use of sophisticated weapons, in particular nuclear weapons, runs counter to

thi~ vision, making the poss~bility of a world of peace very doubtful. Thus, the

international community has made disarmament one of its major concerns.
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(Mr. Lingama-~~leque, Central
Aftican Republio)

Forty years have elapsed and the results attained in this area have not always

lived up to one's hopes. In the mean tim.. , in the name of finding a balanced

force, the major Powers have become engaged in an unbridled arms raca and new

arsenals \lith massive destruction capabilities have accumulated, driving mankind to

the brink of disaster.

Numerous ap:?roaches have been conceived without success to estab.L1sh a

dialogue, both in order to avoid hLVj~g recourse to war, ostensibly dS an

instrument of internatlonal politics, and in order to attain the ultimate

objective, of general and complete disarmamef,l:.

The (;entral Afr ican Republic, a peace-loving country, ia particular ly aware of

the complexity of the proulems related to disarmament - which as we all know affect

~he vital interests of . States - since we a~prec !.ate the \tar ious efforts

undertaken within the fr.amework ('f the United Nations as well as tho new attitudes

and policies, whatever their origin, designed to resolve these problems and thoreby

strengt~en international pe~ce and security.

The work of our Committee is taking place at a time when there seems to be a

certai. degree of detente i" the internation,l';' climate. 'l'his is due first of all

to the United :;tates of AmericlI and the ::;oviet Union, which have once again

demonstrated genuine political will commensurate with their world reaponsibilities

and have become convinced that, beyond their ideological differences. dialogue

remains the only means of reaching agreement on nuclear disarmament maasurcs.

The agreement in principle reached in Septtlmber between the two su~er-Power8

for the elimination of a whole range of nuclear weapons is a historic event. It

marks a turring-point in E~st-West relationa, thereoy providing favourable

conditions for disarmament.
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(Mr. Lingama-Toloauo, Central
African Repuhli~)

It is also encouraging to see that the way is open for further disoussions

that could lead to an agreement with regard to a 50 per oent reduction in offensive

strategic arms and perhaps with regard to the deployment of weapons in space.

'l'he great hope pro~ted throughout tho world by this agreement in pr incipl.e

took form in a :lonsensus de. ision of the General Assembly of 21 0, cober 1987 in

whioh the international community reauested the two super-Powers to spare no effort

to conclude it treaty on the elimination uf thei r medium- and shorter-range missiles

and to do everything possible to conclude a treaty on the reductio., of their

uffensive strategic arms.

The Central African Republic joined in that consensus. Indeed, my delegation

is gra~ified that the spirit of Reykjavik continues and augurs well for the

sustained d!al09uo between the United States and the Soviet Union, as is evidenced

hy the frequency of the meotings betwban them. My delegation a:i.ao hones that thia

dialogue will lead to a new summit meeting.

Whlle the pre~ent situation offers excellent prospects for the two

super-Powers to become involved in bilateral negotiations with a view to ~uclear

disarmament, it is no less necessary or urgent to undertake multilateral

negotiations within the frame",,:)rk of the Conference on Disarmament with a view to

the drafting l'f I~lmcrete disarmament measures, together with ver ification

py~visions that w~uld take into account the aspirations of the parties concerned.

This would have the advant~ge of estahlishing an atmosphere of trust between them

and would thuR contribute to international peace and secu.ity.

It is none the less regrettable that the Conference on Disarmament, the only

multilateral negotiating body, i8 not yet able to play a dominant role in the

disarmament process.
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(Mr. Lin2omo-Tolegue, Centrol
Africon Republic)

The adoption by thu Ueneral Assembly of rosolution 41/46 A on the cessation of

ell nuclear-test explnsions has not been able to prevent these explosions. My

delegation is deeply o~noerned beoause this trend can only strengthen the

equilibrium of terror, whioh would on the one hand qive states that have nuolear

weapons the false impression that tbey wore saf~ from any nuolear threat, end, on

the other hand, would hang over the whole world the threat of permanent

insecurity. My delegation therefore supports the disarmament measures advocated ~y

the Conference ~n Disarmament in its report in respeot of the nuclear-test ben.

That document represents a signifioant contribution to the objective of putting an

end to the perfecting - the qualitative perfocting - of nuclear arms, the

development of new typas of weapons, and the proliferation of nuclear weapons.

Moreover, my delegotion notes witb satisfaction the progress achieved in the

Conference on Disarmament on negotiations leading to a convention on the

prohihibition of the manufacture and use of chemical weapons. Con~equently, it

endorses the re-establishment by the Conference on Disarmament of the~

Committee on Chelnical Weapons, which reoeived a mandate to continue negotiations

and the drafting ~f this convention, Which has become all the more necessary than

ever.

The great interest in questions of nuclear disarmament and of the prevention

of the arms race in outer space should not make us lose sight of the importance of

oonventional disarmament, notably in Europe. The great oonwdntration of

conventional forces in that area of the world, with the conseQuent climate of

distrust which it engenders in the two blOOD, requires more conmtructive

negotiations with a view to their re:1uotion.
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(Mr. Lingoma-~oleque, Central
Afrioan Nepuhlicl

In hia repel't on the aot:1vitiep of the Or9tlOlzat:1on, the Beoretal'y-Genonl

notes the n~farious ~ffeot of the aCQuisition by the developing countries of vast

resouraeQ 01.' Pf~r:f!jlI"t:od armaments, whioh are a finanoial burden on their eoollomios

and inorease th~i~ indebtedness.

My del09otlon endofsea the decision to oreate regional oentrea for the

promot:1on of poooe and disol'mament which, in ~his respect, represents a promising

ini tiative in our dev<:tloping countr ies. We h(;,llQ that these centres will oontr ibllte

to promoting awareness in the third liar ld of the idea of d isarmllRent and of the

need to devote resources to jevelopment, for thoir bonefit.

nur ing his statement to the Genel'al Assembly on 8 OCtober 1987, the Minister

for Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation of the Central Afrioan Republic

commented on the conolusions of the work of the International Conference on the

Relatiol1ship betweon nlBl'lrmament and Development and stateda

"The arms race is thus a roal threat to international peace and security

and io certainly on obstacle to development, because major resources are

devoted to it when they could hove buen u.:ed for developmont." (A,'42/1>V.31,

2.:....ll1

My del09at ion commands the a60pt.iol1 by consensus of the lo'inal Document of the

Conference, despite its limitations. We hc.t>o that the measures advocated in that

Final Document will not just prove to l~ pious wishes.

As for the third spocial sesoion of the General Assembly dovotod to

disarmame,lt, my deloqation hopes, as the hoad of the Central African delogation

J.ndicated during the general debate, that it will provido an opportunity for the

internstional communi ty to identify the major strateg ies to be followed in ,"ok ing

d isarrnamont effect i ve.
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I.M~. Lin\lIlIl111-'l'olo~luO, Cont:n!l
Afrlclln "opublic)

'l'ho Central Afrioan "0/,>ub110, faithful to the Ulilul,u'ation 011 thlil

DlilnUule<llrizat1on of Afrioa adovted by tile lIeads of: Statlil and GoveL'nrnont in \;110

Orf,lanilGat1on of l\f:r ioan Unity in 1964, and to retaalutiona 41/55 A llnd U all tllo

implementation of the Deularation on tho Uenuulellrhation of Africll, io flOL'ioullly

conoerned OVer tile nuoleaL' capability of: South Africa, which not only could boooll1o

an ilUltrument. of a k10licy anu thrOllt againut nei'jJhbouring l:ltatoe, !Jut will im:'oaae

tho threat to intel'Ootional POQOO llnd seourity. Wo uL'gontly appoal l,) tho nuclouL'

Powel'l:l to iceep our oontinent froe of nucllillu weapons. 'l'lIia would bo Con ; IIIP0L'tllllt

step on the way to tho genoral and complotlil disarmamont to which tho intorn.ltiollul

oORUnuni ty aspires.

Sister KISI!JNAN llloly 1)00)1 llof:oro mllkiny thio bL'iof 6tatolllollt, tho lIoly

See delegation would like to thank tile Chairr.liln Car tho privilogo aC lldllt0611illlj the

First Committee and, at the /;Iall,a timu, conyratulate lIilll anu thu othor IlIumburo of

the Bureau.

Rarely has thu f:undulllontal solidllE 1ty alld illteL'dOllOndonco o( :itlltou llooll cuot

into sharper relief thun duL'ing thio past year Wllioh hue OOUII notablu prO\jreuo 111

bilateral, IlIultilo.tero.l and reldional (.!iuarluamont I\oyotiationu.
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(stotor Koonan, lIoly Sool

In tho u!llltorlll £iolu tho intornatiol\llol OOllu\lunity iu Ci110u with a r9 tic,

1£ oautiouLl, hopo that tho firot truo diullormamont moauuro uinoo tho uO\linni'_ ll of

tho nuolour ago will uo oOlloluuou. 'l'ho llignifioanco oC thill evant 90ell boyond ito

politioal or military importanuo. It r(1)rOoon\;'u a dooioiol"\ \;.0 halt, \;.0 otop, to

Qlirninato. 'l'hi6 sto1>, onoo takon, 0/;101113 tho way for ovon moro important roduotiono

in lIuoloal' 'Ill' , tOlUl1n\l towurde thoU' total oliminiltion. 'l'ho lIoly Soo haa

oonoistontly oallou fur ouch moa6urou. '~ho romoval of the oveuiding threat of tho

uoo of ouch woapono of maeu doutruotioll, provided that tho 10\:litimato sooudty ot

Statos and henoo ot pooploo woro aIJuul'od, would roproDont £I highly positive

contributicn to tho building uf II 1'ouooful world. 'l'hon, the intornational

oOllullunity could addre06 with ovor groutor urgoncy thoDo ioouoo whiah dirootly touch

tho livoo 01: lJOol-llo, auch ao convontional and ohomicul-wllollona diuarmamont, tho

intogl:al dovolollment of poo1l100, tho dignity and libarty of oach l>oroon.

Nucloar disarmamont call/lot stand alono. It must be aocomllanied by

oonvolltionul dialU'llIamullt muaeuroa, lIot ollly in thouo regions moat diroctly affectod

by l1uoloUL' WUUpOIlU lJut aloo in thoso aroas whoro con1:11ot/;l are cuuain\l uo lIlallY

doathu ami luadill':l to a tragio 101.10 ot hOll0 ill tho tuture on the llart of uuftorill':l

l>opulatiollu. 'l'ho o1£ucto 011 youth ar~ llarticul.uly preoccupying.

Llislolrlllalllont io the rosvolluilJility of all. It concerns all. .Lt uffoctu all.

All into':lratod visioll ot uiaaL'lIIumont, 01lllJl'U0111g all typoe ol: weallOlls, as '11011 au tho

conuidoration 01 variouu lIIoanu ot connict uvuidance and reaolutio.', muot gradually

movu StutoLl, uH tltatol:l, tuwuruu a mOl'e 1>ouootul, moro secure world. 'l'his is .A

tundamQllt<1l oxi':loncy 01 that intornational cUllUllunity which the Unitod Natiollu io

sooking to uuUu anu which oxists alroady, IlOt only in the aharod hUlllllnity ot eo

IlIllny poovloa but aloo in tho binding foroo ot an increaain\:l nUlllber of treaties and

ugreomonto. In this COI1UtUlltly devolopin'd comllluni ty of lIations no Status io2 too

SlIIull or too lJiy tu uo gate hum wur unu oOllflict whurovor il Illay exiat.
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'1'luII:e lU'e Iitill many well-known obotaolell facinl,J disarmament, and even Lo the

establishment of dialogue 1n tJ:uth ana liberty. Never, however, oaf! there be an

obl~aole 10 great that States and people6 oan eouape the responsibility of doing

all possible to prQpar~ for and pursue dialogue and negotiations. All pathe must

be pat~ently explor"d and ,eoted. 'this appl1eo partioularly to regiono where the

level of arlDaments far surpaaaes the requirementa of legitimate aelf-defenoe.

In oonoluding, the Uoly Bee would like once again to expreaa its hopoa in the

poIsibllities for peace and diaarmament that the pre1iunt moment oUera. I\: would

partioularly like to encourage the disarmament efforts of the United Nations, whioh

both complement and complete other negotiationa, thua giving t'ull expreaeion to the

delites .1f the international community.

Mr. MANDA-LOUNDtlbl'!' (Congo) (interpretation from !i'rench) I 1 ahould like

to bGgin, Mr. Chairlnan, by expreasing the satisfaction of the Congoleae delegation

that the work of the !i'irst COllunittee clmuuC'ted at thia forty-secon"l aession of the

General Aeaembly is being oonducted by you, a man ~hoae knowledgo of the problems

with which we deal here and whose talents as an experienoe..:! d ill10mat have already

been eloquently evoked by previous apeakers. My delegation is all the more pleased

in that you belong to a oountry of Central Africa, ~aire, to whi~h my country,

Congo, 16 bound by ties of blood, tradition, lRllguage and so on. '1'he delegation of

Congo is c:onvinoed that you VIIHl steer thio ehiV safel~ to port.

I should alao l1kQ to eXl)resS to your predeoessor, Ambassador ~aolunann, the

Congolese delogation's apl;lrociation of the coml.'etonco and effeotiveness with which

he fulfilled his functions.

To Mr. Aka~hi, the Under-SecrQtu -Genoral for UioBrmamenL Affairs, whose

v:l.ait to the <:On90 when he was sl:.ill UhJer-S~crol:.ary-Genoralin ohar90 of the

Department of Public Inf:orlllotion, wc still remember with pleasure, wo ahoulu also
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like to expronll our ql'atituc1o onc) our oncouragemont in his pursuit of his dynamto

promotion ut difJarrnamont.

Lastly, we nnoure all the other offiuers of thu Commit.tee and members of the

SQorotariut that they may roly upon the full oo-operation ot' the Congolese

delegation.

Many uoloqntionB whiuh hav\) preceded me have agreed in sayin9 that the work of

the li'irot Conunittee thill yoar hogan under the signs of hope and fear.

There was hopo, bocauso, aftol Reykjavik, whioh marked some ~rogress along the

roau towards the reduction by 50 por cent of the strategio offens~ve weapons of

hoth sides, tho agroement in principle reaohed on 18 September 1987 by Mr. fJhultz,

t'le United Htatell Secrotary of State, snd ftJr. Shovardnadze, the Soviet Minist"r for

l'orei9n lIHairo, 011 the elimination of intermediate nuclear forces was immediately

felt by the world puhlic to be the heginning of an irreversible process towards

qenoral anu complete disarmamont. That agreement meota the conoerns expressed by

the Gonerul IIsoembly ill rosolutions 41/59 11 to 0, adopted on 3, December 1986, to

which tho People's Ilepublic of the Congo gave its full oupport.

'l'herQ was fear, hecause the history 01: ~oviet-lImer iean rQlatlons remains

fraught with uncertainty. "here wa~ fear that the delicate agreement in prinoiple

might bo paralys~Hl by pfflConcoived id,;.all lInd thus stillborn, shattering all the

hOPOll of the br HUnt't future that wo all desi re. FOle example, as a forewllrning,

is it not: already hoiltq said that the presonce of medium-range nuclear weapons

offered public opinion reusourallce, and that it was pointless to disturb it?

Man ls today cau'lht in a trap 01' h is own ","'k Ing and is trying desperatoly to

oscape. Will he manage to do so? The future - hia future - will tell.

Never has our planet been AO over-armed, hnth auantitatively and

Qualitatively. Never hal.'l mankind been BO close to the brink. Indeed, today thf're

are IIlOre than '30,uoo ItUCh!<ll' warheads, whi<:h, if detonated simultaneously, could,
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according to Mr. Prvoala Davinic, special Assistant to the Under-secretsry-General

of the Department of Disarmament Affairs, suffice to destroy the world 10 times

over. A~cording to that same expert, a slngle nuclear submarine could have

firo-power euual to that of all the munitions exploded in all the wars throughout

history.

Notw~thstanding that terrifying ~rQspect, the unbridled nuclear-srms race, as

well as the conventional, chemical and other arms racea, is continuing inexorably,

threatening the very survival of man~ind. Every day new technologies are being

devel~ped for the manufacture of new weapons and other systems of space weapons,

giving an ever broader dimension to th~ alms race.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



Il:MS/1l A/C.1/42/PV.27
21

(Mr. Manda-Loundhet, Oongo)

Eur0pe, where the two great opposing military alliances face one another like

wrestlers beforo a fight, contains the world's greatest concentration of weapons

and armed forces. The threat stems also from man's desire to arm himself

everywhere, on land, in the oceans and in outer space. In the view of my

delegation, the doctrine that world peace can he maintained only through nuclear

deterrence is dangerous and suicidal.

That is why Congo supports the idea of creating nuclear-weapon-free zones in

the Middle East, in South Asia, in Latin ~nerica, in Africa and so forth and calls

on all nuclear-weapon States to accede to the non-proliferation Treaty.

Unfortunately, we must note that, as regards Africa, the situation remains

complex and deplorable, despite General Assembly resolution 41/55 A of

3 December 1986, entitled "Implementation of the Declaration on the

Denuclearization of Africa", the apartheid regime of Pretoria, hiding behind its

BD-called baaic security requirements, refuses to abide by that Treaty and

continues with impunity to build up its nuclear capability and military might.

Without a doubt, this poses a grave threat to international and regional peace and

security. Confident of its weapons and its alliances, South Africa shamelesaly

continues its attacks a~ainst the front-line States in order to destabilize their

regimes.

In that dist.urbing general context, we ate inevitably reminded of this

observation, in the Final Document of the first special session of the General

Assembly devoted to disarmament,

"Mankind is confronted with a choice, we must halt the arms race and proceed

to disarmament or face annihilation". (resolution S-10/2, para. 18)

Likewise, Heads of State or Governm~nt of non-aligned countries, meeting in

September 1986 at Harare, Zimbabwe, judged the situation to be alarming and
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-reiterated their view that the greatest peril facing the world is tho threat

to the survival of humanity posed by the existence of nuclear weapons. Since

annihilation needs to happen only once, removing ttle threat of nuclear

oatastrophe is not one issue among many, but the most acute and urgent task of

the present day-. A/4\/697, pp. 23-24)

We hope that thought and that appeal will bave definite effectfl in all

States. As to the two super-Powers, I would refer to their joint declaration

issued at Geneva in November 1985 relating to tbe acceleration of their bilateral

arms-limitation negotiations.

In any event, other States should be kept regularly informed on progress in

the negotistions, and the united Nations should function as the moot appropriate

forum in whioh to find solutions to the problems that concern us all. Bilateral

disarmament measures supplemented by multilateral agreements could help strengthen

international peaoe and security.

My delegation shores the view that a worried or resigned world faces the

threat of nuolear oonfliot and the unbridled race in military expenditure, while

the third world, overwhelmed bv its debt burden, is ever engaged in the struggle to

make endD meet in an ever deteriorating cllmate.

World military expenditures have taken on frightening dimensionsl in one of

its reports, the Disarmament Commission has noted that the world trend continues to

be one of aooeleration and annual increases in these expenditures. In 1986 they

were estimated at '950,000 million, or 6 per cent of the world gross national

produot, today they have reaohed the staggering figure of $1 trillion.

The link between disarmament and development can no long~r be ignored. There

is an opportunity to reallocate resources released by disarmament to development.

That link was stressed in the Final Document adopted by consensus at the
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International Conferenoe on the Relloltionahip between Disarmallll-mt and Development,

finally held, after many delays, in New York from 24 August- tn 11 September 1981.

We pay a tribute to France for having proposed the conveninq of that Conference.

Disarmament is everyone's business. We hope that all States, large or small,

powerfuL or weak, will contribute to the World Disarmament Campaign. We hope too

that the next world disarmament conference, to be held in 1988, will give

particular impetus to the quest for solutions to disarmament prob10ms.

Mr. AL-NASSER (Qatar) (interpretation from A~abic), My delegation speaks

today on one of the most cruoial items before this Committee, namely Israeli

nuclear armament. In the general debate, my delegation made clear its concern at

Israel's development of its nuclear capability and its acquiuition of highly

destructive nuolear weapons. Qatar's permanent representative said in his

statement that I

"Although the number of States acceding to the Treaty on the

Non-proliferation of Nuolear Weapons (NPT) is inoreasing - there were over 135

at the time of the 1985 Review Conference - Israel still persists in its

refusal to accede to that Treaty and to open its nuclear installations to

international inspection, unlike the states of the area that acceded to the

Treaty and accepted international control over some of their nuclear

installations. "

Last year, the General Assembly adopted resolution 41/93 of 4 December 1986,

in Which it requested the Secretary-General:

"to follow closely Israeli nuclear activities in the light of th~ latest

available information, to update the Study on Israeli NUCLear Armament and

submit it to the General Assembly at its forty-second session". (resolutio~

41/93, para. 1)
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In compliance with that resolution, the Secretary-Ge,ocal has suhmittod a

repoct (A/42/58l) in which he refers to an expose In the London Sunday Times.

Those who read the expos~ wilt recall the numerous details concerning Israel's

nuclear capability and the fact that, at the time of the Sunday Times report, it

possessed more than 100 nuclear weapons. The secretary-General auoted from tho

expose, with special emphasis, details showing that the Dimona complex has a

plutonium ~xtraction plant and that that was the material which Israel probahly

used in the production of its nuclear weapon9.

The SQcretary-Gener~l also indicated in his report that from the nucleRr

experts whose opinions the British weekly puhlished it is possihle to assume that

Israel has been able to manufacture hetween lOu and 200 nuclear weapon:J of varying

destructiva potential. I do not wish to recount in detail things we can read for

ourselves in the secretary-General's report or in the Sunday Times expose. The

Sunoay 'I'imes piace is old news now and the Secretary-General's repOl"t is in our

hands. What I want to do is pose a auestion which has been nagging the minos of

many: Who are the targets for whom Israel is preparing those weapono in such great

auantities, in direct contradiction to its affirmation that it will not he the

first to introduce nuclear weapons into thu Middle East and the fact that it voted

in favour of establishing a denuclear !zed zone in tne Middle East? ~'or what

purpose has it dp.veloped the Jericho-TI missile, a formidable delivery vehicle

indeed for nuclear and non-nuclear devices, of great accuracy and a range of

hundreds of miles?

There arE' many answers, which I shall not dea::' with. The most important iUSlIlJ

s!;a11 dwell on is that of nuclear deterrence IIhich can he summed up in thl!

conclusions of Sy Feldman, the author of the manual on Israel's nuclear strai:eqy

for the 1960s. He writes that nuclear detenence promotes peace through cl
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heightenod level 01' seourity in the international order sn it &nhalluee the aecurity

of States IInd assurell their survival.

This mellna thllt Iul:lIel pursues a dangerous policy running counter to

everyth ing the intomilt lona 1 communi ty, I:lv Gtineral Alisembly and the socur! ty

Council call for. Whereas efforts are being depl>yed internationally to eliminate

nuclear weapons, Israel pursues a policy that is fraught with dangers for peace Gnd

security in the region, runs counter to intarnational norms and international law

and defies the international will expressed in security Council resolution

487 (1981), whic,1 call upon Israel to place all its nucloar facilities under the

safeguards system 01' the International Atomic Energy Agoncy (IAEA).

This alao exphins many of Israel's activities in the region, its intransigent

refusal to withdraw from the territories which it occupies by force and the fact

that it continues to disdain any attempt to bring peace and justice to the region.

All this strengthenu our conviction that \¥hen Israel bombed the Iraai nuclear

facility it did so because, 1n its view, the Ira~i facility represented an obstacle

to its designs and intentions even though the Iraai plant was for peaceful

purposes, as borne out and corroborated by all those involved in 1ts development

and regardless of the fact that Iraa is signatory to tho Treat" on the

NOI'l-P.~ol1ferat\onof Nuclear weapons (NP'!'). Iarael' B act of aggression WQS,

therefore, a direct hlow to the NPT safeguards uystem.

I t is not superfluous to dehate the wi~·dorn of developing and aCQuiring nuclear

weapons. All the States of the world agree that security cannot storn from such a

destructive weapon. Israel's policy is hased on delusions of grandeur whicb are

mortally dal1<)erOlIA to all, It is the only fundamental cause of instability and

tension in the reqlon and iA a serious disservice to the causa of non··proliferation

which ISfael claims to support.
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In conolusion, 1 cannot but point out that 10(aol'0 prO\!rooo in nucleurbal:1on

wao made poooiblo through ita diroct collaboration wil:h UQuth l\frioa. 'l'hiu

collaboration g1voo cauoo for grave concurn on the part: of tho inte(national

(Jonununity, as statod in the roaolutiono on

Oonoral Assembly.

auujoot adopl:od oach yoar by the.>

Miaa II'AU~IAII (Malaysia) I My delegation hae joined in aponeorinlJ tour

draft reuolution on specific disarmament iesueel those on the review of the 1'010

of the United Nations in the £1old of disllrmumunt, tho urgent need for. a

comprehensive test-ban troaty, vtJrifil;ation in all ita aepecta, and regional

disarmament.

International roalitioo have hithorto subordinated the United Nal:ionu (010 in

disarmamont, constraining the wurld body to play a peripheral aud aUPLlorl:ivo rolll,

rathor than ta~in9 the load on thio vital iaaue, progroau on which haa boen

subotantivoly dotormined by major-Powe( roludonahipo, eal>ecially in tho East-Weal:

oontext.

My dologation believes that such an order mUGI: UI:0PI it muat give way to moro

shar ing of the burden among all members (If thfl international conulluni ty. 'l'ho Unitod

Nationo hae a hiutorioal and fundamentul rolo to Llromote global peaoe and ueout'ity

aa de£1ned in I:he Chartor. Lt muot nr.>w adopt !1I highor 1>(o(11e in ttll' field of

disarmament eo that thilt multilateral diocipl1no oall .. ,1 inul:itutionalhod. 'l'ho

United Nations shuuld provide the foundation and framework to facilitate.> and

elllJourage di6armament: by all nationa, laryo anu !Ill1a.Ll. Wo look 1:0 the U!uurlllWtlOnt

COlluuiS6ion to llcuelorate ita ~ftorto in this dlreotion.

An inunodiate pt iority in the area 01: on<.lin'J t:he nuc.Lear-arllll> raoo, rod\;olny

llnd eliminating nucloar weapo;:16 is the achiovoment of a comprehen61vo nucloar-tollt-

ban treaty. Malaysia i6 encoura'Jeu by rcoont cHorta of the United ~tul:co and thu
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USSR to concludu nogotiationa on onding nucloar tosting, but wo aro of tho viow

that tho global community can and must also p"Lay ita rolo by working for tho oarly

concluoion of a vorifillblo, oomprohenaivo nuoloar-toat-ban troaty. Tho r~nforonce

on lHsarlllalllent uhould acoord a high priority to tllia taok, and wo caU upon nucloar

Lllllt,;:C to co-oporato with tho Conforonco and tako tho nocessary Urat stops towards

onding nucloar tooting.

In rocont youro tho Goneral Aauollluly haB focuaeu gr'lator attention on

ver1Hcution in rocognition oC ita boing a key factor in the diaarmamont process,

espocially with rogard to cOlllpliance in tho iml>lolllontation of disarmamont

agroomonts. Wo oarnostly hopo that all MOlllbor Statos, especially thooo with the

rOljuiDito oxportiso, will make thoir contribution to this issuo and that tho

UilJlHlllalllent COllulIiuaion, in rocognition of the primordial .010 of vorification, will

givo the uubjoct the urgoncy it dosorVOD in its deliberations.

Articlo 52, paragravh 1, of tho Unitod Nations Chartor I:ltatosl

"Nothing in the preDont Chartor pt'ocludoD the ex istonce of rog ional

arrangemonts or a'.lencioa Cor deuling with ouch lIlattors relating to the

lIluintonanco of int'Jrnutionul ",eucc und llCCUrity ua aro uppropr iate tor

rogional action, provided that Buch arrun\Jomentu or l1yencioD and thoir

uctivitieo i.Iro cOI\l.iotont wlth Lho l'uq)OUeB und I'rincivlou oC the United

Nutionu."

Whilo uULJor-l'owor tlii.lloguo inclUdeD conll~UOt'lltion of regional unO bilateral

dinarmalllllnt illlJUUll, ,HI ovidencod by tho negoLiationu on intermudillto'-ranglJ nucleat

(O[COG (lN~'), morc uttontion noodo to bo givon Lo Lho prolllotion of royionlll

diuilnllulllolIL by tllo inLornatiollill cOIIUllunity lIU a mUllns of reinforcing positive

trendu ill tllo t'oduuLion or international tunlJionu.
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'!'he validil:y of ragional oolutions cannot be undareotimatea. It hao boen

manifoatad in tha Contadora plan in <':ontL'al II.mo1'1oa. In South-Eaut lI.uia tho

momborll of the Association oC SoutlHllaut Asian Nati.ona (M.lI.!lI\N\ havo been Urm

proponents of regional (,lO-Ollaral:iun ao a maano of achiaving rogionlll Ol:ability and

security.

ASl.!lll.N's foundation itself WQS promiuod on this conceptI the principle WQO

furthor .'lnunciatod in the Kuall I"umvur Declaration of 1Il7l, in which tho AIiEII.N

countriell mada the oommitmenl: to tha esl:ablishment of a zone of poace, (reauom Qlld

neutrality in South-EQst Asia.

'rhe :.lone concapt anvisa\loe a bluopr int for rog iunal peaco and pruvision (or

conflict management and a codo of conduct in tha interrolationship o( regional and

non-ro\lional Statca, eDpocially the maJor ~owers, ~o oxclude the posoiuility of the

region's becoming embroiled in extraregional conflicts. /,o'undamental to the concept

is the creation of mutual cunfidenco among regiona.l. States tlu:ough 1'e\liona.l.

disarmament and the exclusion of fureign political~military int\)~ests. 'l'h\)

mechanism would rule out .military solutiono in t:llvour u1 nogotiated tlottlelllents ot:

re9ional issues. 'fhe creation ot: a nucloar-weavon~free :.lone also is an eSBential

component of the concept.

Malaysia is not advocating regional disarmamont as II substitute for ylolJUl

effort. t~att'er, we believe that every endeavour for l)eace, whethor ullilatural,

bilateral, rogional or multilateral, serves tllo pressing common cause. 'l'ak911

toyelher they represent a momentum thc1t will bring pusitive results eventually.

~'or the sake of the future ut: humankind, no inuividual nation UL" region (,lUll

ignore the obligpl:1on to disarm, nor can the global conununity itsolf. We believe

that progress un the issues in the at:urementiuned rusulutions wil.l. Barve us useful

buildinq blocks in the overall editice that we all so doarly wish to cunstruct.

The meeting rose at 4.35 p.m.
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