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'rhe impact of property on the en~gYm.nt of humin riQht~

and fundamental freedom.

The General Assembly,

Reclllin; the Universal Declaration of Human Riqht~, 1/ the D~cl~ration nn
~ocial Progress and Oevelopment £1 and the Dflcl",r"tion on thf' RI'Jht to
Development, 11 which auiqn pr~"perty a rolA in thp. ilT\pl~mfllntat ion of hum~n rightF.
ilnd fundamental freedoms,

Recalling furthe,r CommiBsion on Human Rights rlH~Cllllt inn 11187/1H -,!
10 Mar.ch 1987, ~I

11 ReBolutton 217 A (111).

il Reuo~ution 2542 (XXIV).

11 Re.olution 41/128, annex.
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Mindful of thl obli~ation. of State. under the Charter of ehe United Nation.
to promote higher It.ndlrdl of living, full employment, and condition. ot economic
Ind aor:hl progull and d8Y6'tl.opment., lolL1tions of international economic, locial,
health, Ind related problem.,

alcognising the untvefl.l r••pect for, and observlnce of, human rights and
fllndlmenta]. freedome for all wlthout diiacrim1.nation of any kind as to race colour,
sex, llngu,ql, reliqion, political or other opinion, national or IOC111 or1qin,
property, birth or other It.tuI,

Raeogn1l1n$l Iho thlt III penpl ..1 have the riqht to lolt-determination, by
virtue of whtch they may freely det.rminft their ro1itioal statu, Ind may freely
purlue their economic, aociel Ind cultural devolopment,

Noting with concern that the ooncentratJon of 8conomic power in the handl of
trlnlnation.l corporation. may i~ede the comprehensive and melnlnqful re.li.ation
at the r19ht to eeU-determinltion by the people. ot ec:onomJcal1y le.1 developed
countrlea.

!!E.!.U1ni Generll Alllembly r••olution. 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (f-i-VI) of
1 May 1974, contain!ng the Oeelarat1,nn Ind th, Proqramme of Action on thp.
E8tablilhment of • New International Economio Order, 3281 (XXIX) of
12 Oecember 1974, oontaininq the Charter ot Economic Rights and Duti-ea ()f ~tates,

3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 197! on development and international economic
co-operation and 35/56 of 5 Oocember 1980, the annlx to which contain. the
International Oevelopment Str.ttgy for the Third United Nations Otvelopment Docad&,

R'921n1'1n, further that the right of tht p.ople~ to I.lf-determination
include. the ,xerci•• ot their inalienable riqht to full sovereiqnty ov@r all their
natural wealth and relource~,

Convlncc:d that loc1,a1 justice il I prerequisita for lasting peacf1 and that man
ean achitve complete fUlfilment of his aspirations only within 1I just Rncil!ll order,

Convinced 1110 that social development eAn be promoted by peaoeful
coexiatence, friendly relations and co-operation among States with different
8ocill, economie or politicll systems,

R••ffirm.!!li, 1n acc'-'L'dance with littiele 28 of the Universal neclaration of
Human Rights, that everyone 18 entitled to a snci..:\l and intp,cnational ord~r in
whieh the rights and freedomR ::Iat: forth in thp- Declarat inn can tJl:~ fu lly rIHlli.7.ed,

Dearing in mind that in no casp. may human rights und fLllJcla",(·nt~ 1 f nH~domH Im
exercised contrary to thfr purposes ~nd principles of thp. Charter nf the Unit.(.d
Nations or ta the rights And freenoms of others,

RflIctllllng General Assembly resoJ.tJtion 34/13'1 of 14 DecI':lInber 197~, nn thE'! roll:'
of the pUblic sector in promot i nq th" economic development of developin9 COLI nt.t' i f!:'j,

in Which the General Asaernbly emphasized the importance of an efficient pUblic
.ector 1n 'f' development procell,
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Rallf1'1rmirJ9., in ac:ccaclance with article 6 of the Declaration on ~ocill

ProquI6 AM Development, ~/ th",t social progress and development require the
••tlihl1fihmflnt, i.n eonformity wit:h hum"n riqhts and funcilllmental freedom. and with
the pr1ncip.leH of jllstJc:e and t.he sooi~l function of prnp~rtY, of forms of
ownership CJf 1ftn.; and of t.he mf!t'lns of production which pr.f!cl.UOf.l any kind of
exploitation of tnlln, f'onfolUTf! (~qlIR~ rif)hts tn prop~rty fnr all. and Cl."fHlte annditions
lc~adJnq to 9f.1t111inf! ul.!lIf\lity ~ml>lIq pp.()pl~,

1. HeaffirmH tht' ohllq;,tlon c)f Stllt:ea to takfll effective steps with a view to
flchievinq the full. CPl.llizAtion of civil, politi~al, ~conomic, social and cultural
I. iqhr.u J

~. Recogniz,.1lII to.hat thf::re C!'xist in Membf:r States many forma of leg.! property
ownership, induding privatp., COJf\munal, and State forma, e"ch of Which should
contr il'lute to onf'wrinq th~ Pof te~t.i ve c'lev~ lopm~nt and ut i l.izat ion of. human re.ourc••
through t.h~ eatablishment of sound bases for political, economic and social juat1e.

3. ,C~lh l~!'.! ~;tatp.l-l to 0nfiUrt~ that th~ir ni'Jt10n~1 legislation with regard
to an formR of. prop~rt'.y shaJ 1. preclllrtp. any imp"irment of thl: f!njoi'me-nt of human
riqht.s Mn{l fllnrlamentc'11 fH·r>tioms, wH':hout prejudice to tlicir tiqht fr~ely to choose
ann develop th~tr !,olitictl.1, l;ocia.1., economic and cultural systems,

4. 1!.:~ tranr,nntional corp{\l'ati.OtlH to enSIIl'(! that thflir activities do not
adversely aff~ct thp procf!ss of. implementinq human rights in developing countries,

5. VigoCllusly condi'mnl:i the transnational corporations Which maintllin or
continue to in~rea8e th9ir collaboration with the racist regime of ~outh Africa,
thus Clncouraqinq that regime to persi!l>t in itfi inhuman and crim1n.:'ll policy of
bt'lIt.al oPTJresHion of lhe peopl<~s ()f F,OuthlHn Afri~.'l and nn.1ial of their human
ri<Jht}l ;lnd h~1c~ominq ii~cnmpl knFi in !:tw inlmmiln practicen nf. racid niscrimination,
c:nlonia 1.1 f;:rn a ncl wart~~;

tit ~l:Plnt;~ Uw Sl?~rl;'tarv-G~IH'l..\.t in prppdt in!) t.i::; report to thE' General
M;sembly At j tH fOtty-l't1i rcl svt:r.iCln, ill ficc()rc1;U1Ce \\'ith l'c·'HO) IIt.ion 41/132 of
4 Df'cemhf.!t 1986, to t;-ske into a(~c()unt rp.~ollltir"\n 19117/18 of the Commission on Human
Hight~ as we) 1 oB thp. prf~I;Wt'lt rH6Cjllltil1n.


