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The meeting w.. called to order at 3.35 p.RI.

AGKNDA ITEMS 48 TO 69 (continued)

GINBRAL DRBATIl: ON AI.L DISAIUWIINT ITIMB

Mr. IBANKI (Spain) (interpretation from Spanbh) I Aa 1. am apeaking today

for the firat time in the rir.t Conwitt.e, Mr. Chairman, I .hould like to expre••

the .ati.faction of my delegation at your el.ection. Y.OIJr ample experienoe and d.ep

knowledge of the itam. on our ag.nda will b. of gr.at importance for the .ucc••• of

our work. I alao congratulate the ot!f ioera of tne Committee.

L••t week the repre.entative of Denmark made a atatement on behalf of the 12

member State. of the European COlnmunity, inoluuing Spain, in which h. pointed out

that the work of the Firat Committee oannot be viewed in i.alation from the general

evolution of international relations and, in ~artioular, Eaat-We.t relations.

Thi. evolution oaat. a ray of hope on our work. On many oocasions, Member

Statea have regretted thAt, de.pite inten.e efforts at dialogul and negotiation and

the exiatence of varioua badie. devoted to di.armament, the Arma race not only ha.

not been halted, muoh le•• ~ever.ed, but ha. continued ita irrational and alarmln~

cour.e. Our oritici.m i. not concentrated so much on the .tructural or

inatitutional deficiencie. that hav~ prevented progre•• toward. disarmament a. on

the laok of the politioal will to achieve it on the ~art of State., ab~ve all

State. with yreater respon.ibility in this field.

Ho~ever, on thi. oooa.ion, ut the beginning of our work in this Committee, we

can for the fir.t time in many year. welcome a new spirit in the approach to

di.armament which i. exemplified by the latest developments in the bilateral

negotiations betw.en the United States and the tioviwt Union. Our optimism has to

be uautioulI, but we cannot fail to stress that What has until now been a fervent.,
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but unfortunately unfulfilled, wi.n of the international community could well today

be a ray of hope ba.ed mOle on the .trength of rea.on than on mere illu.ion. It i.

the hope that before the end of thi. year there could be an unprecedented agreement

of hi&toric .lgnificance to eliminate certain categori•• of nuclear weapon.. It

will be the fir.t di.armament agreem.nt, in the .trlcte.t .en•• , that ha. ever been

achieved.
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We ar. convinced that if thi••greement i. reached, all the condition. will be

in place for other. to follow, .ince an extremely import.nt paychological barrier

will have been broken .n~ a~ethin9 that .eemed utopian will have been proved -

that it i. po•• ible to reduce, and to reduce dra.tically, nuclear weapons through

n~ot1at:1on.. Moreover, thil could be achhveCS without reducing .ecurity - we

believe, ~n the contrary, that .ecurity would be enhanced at higher l_vel. of

confidence - and without invalidating military doctrinel, which have so often been

mi,u.ed a. an excu,e tor a concept ot .ecurity ba.ed ~n the qualitative and

quantitative development ot armament ••

Certainly, tile elimination of intermediate nuc~ear ~eapons would be the moat

out.tanding re.ult ot the .greement in principle reached la.t month between the

United Stat•• of Americ. and the Soviet Union, but it would not be the only one.

Following. po.itive e~olution already visible in the pa.t tew months, we hope to

.ee considerable progre•• in an area we deem e'.ential for the crvdibility of any

di.armament agreement - veritication.

The agreement. tnat will be .igned in due cour.e for the ~limination of

intermediate-range nucle.r weapon. will certainly include the necessary provision.

to guarantee their re.pect by both partie. through verification teChniques,

including on-.ite in,pection, which, if agreed, will be evidence of a clear will to

make that re.pect ne, only 'eal but also visible and verifiable. My Government has

repeatedly called attention to it. conViction that disarmament agreements must

include appropriate verifleation provi.ions if they are to be at all effective and

long-la.ting. Conaequently, we welcome thi. po.itive app,o~ch to the iS8ue.

My delegation al.o con.ide,. that this new climate should be f~,~he, developed

and .t,engthened through the .i9nature, aa 800n as possible, at an agreement to

reduce .trategic nuclear weapona by 50 per cent.
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Another positive outcome that we welcome ia the joint Soviet-A~erican

communique of 17 Septereber on the readinea& of both parties to explore 1n the near

future practical ways to achieve the cessation of nuclear tests. Spain, which i. a

party to the partial test-ban Treaty, his alwayr considered that the conclusion of

a treaty bannIng all tests, while not a SUbRtitut~ for effort. to redu~e existing

nuclear arsenals, is an important st~p in the1r ~liRlination. Consequ~ntly, my

Government expresses its satlifaction with this new - albeit l'mit~d - impetus to a

subject it considers of the utmost importance.

Togethl with its expl 3ssion'of satisfaction at the developments to which 1

have referred, my dele9ation would nevertheless like to reiterate its cOhviction

that nuclear and conventional diRarmament lire not separat~ Questi"ns. OUI:

objective should be general and I.:omplete disarmament. In ttae meantime, peace wlll

be preserved only if there is a balance in the arms arsenals of the differen~

States to QO away with any temptatior to ag9r~ssion.

We shall not be able to build a safer world only by elimi~.ti~g nuclear

weapons. We reco9nize the importance of an agreement that could b~ reached to that

end, but efferts in that direction sho~ld not deter a parallel process ill the area

of convpntional diaarmament, whi.ch must be followed with the same intensity and

determination at both the global and the regional leve:s. Spain is fully committed

ir, that sense to the efforts being carriel1 out in t;urope, bU11t .pon tne

encouraging results of the otockholm Conference on confidence-building o~ the

continent, within the framework of the Conferellce on Security dud Co-operation 1n

Europe (CSCE) to establish the basis for negotiation on conventional stability at

lower levels of forces.

In the framework of the United Natiors itself, we hope that ilt its coming

session the United Nations Disarmament Commission will continue its consideration

in depth of the question of conve~tional disarmament. and we are confident that it

will make progress.
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If we do not at the moment have sound reasons to be optimistic in regard to

conventional disarmament, we note with satisfaction the important progress made in

the Conference on Disarma~ent regarding the drafting of a convention on the

prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of all chemical weapons

and their destruction. The evidence of their past as well as their present use, in

violation or the Geneva Protocol of 1925, reinforces the need to conclude such a

convention.

In view of the present course of negotiations, we hope that the ditf~culties

still outstanding on articulating a safe, efficient and rapid system of

verifi~ation can be overcome without delay and that a solution oan be found for the

other specific questions still pending - concerning, inter alia, the declaration of

stockpiles, the order of their elimination and the application at sanct~ons in

cases of violation.

Spain, which neither possesses nor wishes to possess chemical weapons, is open

in all these areas to flexible formulations which will make it possible to achieve

consensus on the elimination of th~se weapons of mass destruction, while at the

same time ensuring the necessary strict compliance with the Con~ention. As our

objective is the ca~lete elimination of those ~eapons, we view with concern

certain proposals that would result in the acceptance of a temporary chemical

rearmament in order to reach a balance that does not exist today.

In the past few weeks, the Spanish Parliament has concluded the process of

approval that will permit my country to deposit in the near future its instruments

of accession to the Treaty on the Non-prolifera~ionof Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

Spain will thus legally confirm a de facto renunciation of nuclear weapons and will

at the same time formally sanction in the international sphere the decision

approved by the Spanish people in a reterendum last year to ~rohibit tne

installation, stockpiling and introduction of nuclear weapons on Spanish
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ter,ito~y. We consider th~a deciaion an important contribution to strengthening

the non-proliferation regime.

My delegation fully sha,es the conc~,n of the internationa' co~nunity about a

poeeible exteneion of the arms race to outer space. ~t is imperative that the

military ue. of outer apace remain reatrlcted to stabilizing functions su~n as the

objective c~8ervation of the dAta required to verify complian~~ with cOlrnnitments

undertaken in the fields of confidence-bulluing measurcs, arms limitation and

diearmament, and the prevention of acts of aggression. In this connection, we hope

that th~ b~lateral negotiation~ between the two su~er-Powers will re"ult in

formulaa to implement their declared commitment to prevent an arms race in outer

apace and that the parallel wo k ~r the~ COlrnnittee of the Conference on

Diearmament "Iill soon yield te,ngible results. In the 1113ointime, we remain convinced

of the importance of atrict reapect for the present terms of the ABM Treaty.

The Spanish delegation is aatisfied with the results of the International

Conference on the Relationahip between Disarmament and Uevelopment. Tne

particIpating countries have demonstrated net only a considerable disposition to

dialogue but also a remarkable will to compromise. 'l'his has re911~ ted in a final

document that fulfils the objective of launching a necessary and suitable process

of collsctiv~ ana!ysis of the relationship between two important topics ot our time

in this multilateral forum of the United Nat10ns

Wc are convinced that in the future thil will be one ot the most lmportant

topics on our agenda. The Conference held recently in New Yor~ has in our opinion

established a suitable uaais for continuing the raview of these problems and ha~

laid down the fundamental elements that will direct 4ction by Uovernments in this

field.
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In a tew mon th.' tIm. w. lIhall tace ano ther impor tant challenge when we meet

at the third special se.!l!lion ot the I3eneral Auembl.y devoted to diBar.mament. we

hope ttlat the same conotruct:ive spirit as presided ov.r the International

Conter.nce on the Relationship betwe..n Disarmament and Developme,.t, together with

what we expect will be hvourable condition. on the internaHonal scene, will

enable the .pecial •••• ion to produc. the pollitiv. r ••ults w. de.ire. My

delegation ha. given it. vi.w. at the draft ag.nda, which we would like to be

r.alistic and, at the .ame til':'l., tar-reaching, and ha. expre.sed its coilViction

that the best way to contribute to the se.sion's success will be tor M.mber States

to conc.ntrat. th.ir ettorts toward. the tuture, building on the f;:on.ensus reached

in the Final Document of the tirst .pe~ al .ession.

I lIhould like to conclud. with a reterence to that desirable. consensus. In

the la.t tew year. we have repeatedly illsisted ttlat the authority of the First

Committ.e doe. not rest on the number ot resolutions approved. I believe that we

have exceeded the rea.onable limit of texts that we can absorb and study with the

necessary .eriousness, while, at the same time, no etfort has been made to enlarge

the number ot Member States approving them. We need to be moderate in number and

generous in compromise in order to make consensus the cor ner- stone of the Commi tt.ee

and the guarant.ee of tlJe prestige of the United NaHons in the field of

disarmament, in which we wish to see it play a central role. The delegation of

spain will be inspi,;~d in its work by that principle.

Mr. KOSTOV (Bulgaria), As I have alr.eady mentioned in presentinq the

r:eport of the Disarmament Commission, the majority of delegations view the last

session of the Commission as having been successful, although it failed to achieve

the des ired prog>: oss on all agenda i terns. The sess ion demons t.U ted tha t the

Disarmament Commission i~ gradLally finding its place as a broadly representative

organ in the d19armament mechanism of the Unite,d Nations, with ample opport.unities
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for maintaining contacts, exchanging views on major issues and exerting influence

on the entire process of disarmament discussions and neqotiations. The work dene

at the last session of the Commission has acquired particular importance in view of

the f~rthooming third special session of the General Assembly devoted to

disarmament.

I would like to dwell in greater detail on two of the items on the

Commission's agenda to which Bulgaria devotes part.icular attent'ion, namely, navlll

disarmament and verification.

~he curbing of the naval arms race, the limitation and reduction of naval

armaments and the extension of confidence-building measures t.o the seas and Qcea;,!!

constitute a relatively new area in the ... ~forts of the international col1l1lunity in

the field of disarmar,ent. The inclusion of that item in the agenda of the General

AJsembly and the Disarmament Conunission reflects the growing concern of the

majority of Member States that the furth.r build-Up ant! intensification of naval

activities andanger international peace and security, upset stability on a global

scale and within indlvidual regions, and may lead to the escalation and widening of

existing conflicts. In this ~nnection I would like to express our conCdrn oyer

the increased foreign n&val presence in the Persilln GUlf, which heightens tensions

~nd violates the provisions of Security Council resolution 598 (1987), which calls

upon all State.J to reErain from interfEi::inq in that region.

Recent nLlval developments have put the curbing of the naval /lrms race in the

forefront of efforts to eliminate the military threllt. The world's seas and oceans

are increasingly being transformed into a major arena for the nuclear-arms race,

where oyer 13 ,000 nuclear warheads have beer. ~eployed and missiles and othl9r

nuclear-weapon delivery vehicles are being flight tested. The intensifiod naval

presence in various regions and the ambiguities concerning the presence of nuelellr
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ariA:: abOdrd I\~al ships and submarineR are fraught with the danqer 0 .. provoking

incidents at sea and of the outbreak of a conflict of unpre~ictable consequences.

Another source of danger is the strategic plans that apply the doctrine of

nuclear deterrence to the world's seas and oceans, as well as tho naval armaments

desiqned to implement those plans. The deployment of offensive counter-force

weapons at sea, the strategy designed to hole up ~nemy naval forces destined for

destruction, the anti-submarine-warfare plans, the build-up of rowerflll

a :..rcr aft-car ri&r tas,," forces and .I\e lr constant pr esence around the globe, the

r~tablishmfll~lt of a ~'orld-wide network of naval bases - in short, the whole anbition

to transform the world's S"~3 and oceans into a springboard for nuclear deterrence

bl.: t one which can also be used fOl launch i!"~ a nuclear fir s t s tr ike - are all "

reflection of the position-of-strength approach to international affairs. We

therefore find i~ e",,,ential, with a view to achieving the uenucleari::ation of the

world's seas and oceans, to consider and adopt. measures to curb 'lnd reverse these

dangerous trends in the huild-up of naval fo.ces and armaments.

T;\e People'S Republic of Bulgar ia is of the view thllt if the SOviet Union and

the United Stdtes, as well as the othE't countries parties to the Warsaw Treaty or

mem...Jrs of the North Atlantic '!'reaty Organization (NA'lU), would compare and

co-ortHnate the basil": tenets of their military doctrines, and if the two Aides

would accept mutual secur ity as the basis for their relationA and agree upon its

principles - first of all, the important principle of the non-first-use of nucl .. "r

wearons - it would be possible, as a first step, to eliminate certain types of

naval armaments, limit certain missions of naval vessels armed with nuclear weapons

and gradually proceed to a position in which they had only non-nuclear arms

required ror defence needs, on a basis of reasonable sufficiency, and to a more

balanced composition of naval forcea at sea, the demilitarization of certain sea

and ocean areas and, thus, the estahlishment of a natural huffer zone among State~.
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Tre Blllgarian del, " ... Hon fully shares the concern expressed by many States

over the geographic spread of nuclear arms t.O seas and oceans. In this connection

we support the proposal not to deploy nuclear weapons in and to withdraw such

weapons from certain oceans and sea areas. This aspect of the p(oblem of naval

arms is int.. icately linked to the efforts to establish IIl.1clear-weapon-free zon~Fl,

In ocean and saa araas, al"Ong others. Bulgaria, which is an ar lent advocate of th"

ielea of establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones in various parts of the world,

welcomes the entry intn force of the Rarotonga Treaty, which creatcs such a zone in

the South Pacific, and hopes that, like tht! Soviet Union and the people's Republic

of China, the other nuclear-weapon Power s will sign the relevant protocols to that

Treaty. We also fully sup~'ort the idea of transforming the South Pacific intn .1

zone of peace and co-operation, as called for by the General Assembly. Also

deserving of consideration is the reaoinl!ss of the soviet union to provioe

guarantees for the nuclear-weapon-free status of the naltic Sea within the cnnt~)(t

of a futurE! nucl"!lr-weapon-free zone in northern Europe. It is .00 our view that

th .. reliable functioning of present ano future nuclear-weapc-n-free zones would be

greatly facilitated if the nuclear-weapon Power:, would start t.O give notification

of the absence of nuclear arms from their vessels within such zones.

What is particularly w,.-rryinq is the deployment of cruise missiles at se<'l,

which has ~"".I'f'd a new, uncontrollahle Q!!pect of the nuclear-arms race. At a time

..hen the wor 1d is welcoming the ten ta t ive aqreemen t in pr inci pie be tween the Sov i" t

(Inion and the United Stftes to eliminat" me,Uum-range and shorter-ranqe missiles,

we cannot but take note of the asp ir a t ions of those in ::er ta in circles to repl de"

the missile!! to be eliminatt!d with sea-hased cruise missiles.
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It is obvious that a nuclear war cannot remain confined to the sea alone.

Therefore, it is our view that any negotiations should include tacticcil nuclear

weapons based at sea, the possiblE' use of which, in an armed conflict or as a

result of miscalculation, might lead to the outbreak of all-out nuclear war. A

number of Member States have made this point time and again in their st4temel,ts.

The adoption of certain measures on a regional scale would oave ':l major impact

011 the strellgthenlng of peace and the prevention of conflict si::'uations. '1'hey are,

for example, the reduction of naval fleet activities in the Pacific Ocean,

including l1mitille" the patrol areas of Soviet and American naval vessels witI'

nuclear weapons on board to as tar away from the shores of other countries as to

have those countries outside the reach of their nuclear weapons, the limitation and

prohibition of anti-submarine warfare in certain ocean and sea areas, a limi~~~ion

on the number and level of naval fldet activities of any non-littoral State in the

Indian Ocean and the withdrawal of the naval forces of the United States and the

Soviet Union from the Mediterranean Sea, and so on.

Equally important il:l thl:! ljuestl<m of <!nsuring the security of m,ultime

communications by confidence-building measures of a political, legal and

military-technical nature and the non-use ot force. In our view, the elaboratlon

of such Decurity quarantees in th~ Pacific, the Atlantic and the Indian O~ean, in

the Persian Gulf and in the lntE:rnational straits should be the subJect-matter ot

early negotiations. Measures to combat terrorism and piracy on the hig~ seas could

also b~ worked out.

In the view of many Ml'Jmber States, there a~e good prospects tor constru.;tive

consideration of extending contidence-building measures to the BedS and oceans,

such as prior notification regarding fleet exercises, transfers and m~noeuvres,

inViting observers, restricting cruising and patrol activities ot naval formations,

1 i mi dng the levels and lntens 1 ty of navell exerc 15es - i .,r:lulilng of ampn llJloUS

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



F~/4 A/<.:.1/4~/1'~.1~

17

(Mr. Kostov, Bulgaria)

forces - prohibiting fl.et exerci.e. or manoeuvre. in international .traits and

adjactlnt re9ionl:l, as well as tt.e use of live allURunition durin\l eXl:ll:cilUld 1n arOilall

of traditional cea lane., and &0 on. 'rhese issues could be given priority

considet'aUr.II~ in a general contoxt as well as in the context ot indiv1dual regiona,

such as t~e Indian and ..he Pacific Ooeans, the Mediterranean Sea, and the seas of

northern ~urope.

We find equally intertlsting the idea ot elaborat1n~ a multilateral agreement

to prevent incid~nts at sea. Such an agreement should present no difficulty

whatover, given the existence 1n this area of bilateral a~reements in torce between

the Soviet Union and the Unitfd states as well as between the soviet Union ~nd

Great tlritain.

We are pleased to note that this year the Disarmament COmmiStl10n nas made

considerable pro\lress on the issue of confidence-building measures. In this

connection, I should liKe to commend the perliQnal contrioution ot Ambaesador Ala~.as

of Indonesia who, as our co-ordinator, invested a great deal of nis time and

diplomatic skill to achieve po",itive results. TOl: document d\lUtld upon rerlects

the understanding shared by the majo~ity of delegatio~s that, at this stage,

certain confidence-bJildinq measures are ripe for furtnl:r cons1deration and future

negotiations. The People's RepUblic of tlulgar1a also shares the opinion that the

Disarmament Commission could taKe ULJ considerdtioll of confidence-buildin\l IReasures

at an ear ly stag", since this is a matter where l1ember States could eas ily ar r i ve at

a common ground. 'l'he adoption of conh(jence-buildin~measures cou.l.d reduce tile

danger of armed conflict at sea anu create favourable conditions for progress In

the field of naval disarmament and l:ltren'.ltllen10\l 10tl:!rlldt10na.l. sl:lcurity.

'['his year till: Uisarmament Conunission considered for the first tlll,e the

question ot ver ification in ,j11 its aspects on the !Jasl,; uf l.ien~r,jl A66t!mbly

resolution 41/86 \,I, which was co-.;poosored by Uulg~r1..1. The adoption of that
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resolution by con.enlus il an indication of the interest all Member StateI take in

having the dyreemenls reached ~rovld~ tor adequate systems of verif.icatiun which

would build confidence among Statel parties and facilitate 1'.nplementation of the

envisaged arms limitation and disarmAment measures. 'I'he working Ijroup on the

question of verifica, ion, under the able <Juid~nce of ~nbasaador Roche of Canada,

had Cl conat:uctive discussion which contributed to clarifyiny the position of

countriel aud to identi£y~ng the ueas of their possible oonvergence. The most

positive result was the formulation of certain balic principles of verification

which e1dbo:ate upon, and acld to, the relevsnt provisIons of tho Final Document of

the tenth speci~l session.

It is our opinion that verification baled on the principles of reciprocity,

equality of States in their rights and obligations, and undimini~hed LecIJrity, is

an l"xtremely important elemer.t of a~mB control and disarmament agreements and that

verification requirements should be made increa8in~ly stronger. In our view,

effective verificat10n is a guarantee that all titates part~es to agreements will

comply with the obligationl undertaken al,d will not try to circumvent them. The

importance of verification is all the greater in view of the need to achieve a

breakthrough in international relations, to build confidence among States and to

adopt measures for genuine disarmament. We are in favour of effective and a~equate

verification at all stages and in all areas of arms limitation and disarmament -

namely lit the sites where weapons are dismantled and destroyed, at testing groundll

and military bases, inclUding th~se in third countries, at training centres,

storage places and production facilities, be they l:ltate-· or pt lvately-owned.

At the sallle time, we oppose the misuse of verification as a pre-condition for,

or a~ imp~diment to, having negotiations and dgreementa. In this connection, I

woui<..l like to point out that tor ,nany years certain circles have exploited tile

problem of verification, not for fear of possible violations, but., as a former
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high-ranking United Statee official hal Acknowledged, 1n order "to ItOP the mad

momentum of arms control". It is not the policy of the mem~er State, • Waraaw

Treaty lo violate agreement. or to reject atrict and comprehenaive veri~Jcation.

The People'~ Republic of ~ul9aria ia in favour of complyin~ unlwervin9ly with

oglibationa undertaken under exiating agreemehta, aa well al pre.erving everything

po.itive that haa been achieved witn painetaking etforts. Only thue will it be

posaible to preserve confidsnce among State~ ~~d enaure favourable conditiona for

the elaboration of new agreementl on arms limltation and reduction on the baeis of

openne.e, greater predictability and eaeier verification.

The joint Soviet-American ex~erlment at Semipalatinsk, the ins~ection of the

radar etation at Kraanoyarsk by a group of American congresamen, the invitation to

snikhani, the presence of the ~nerican in.~ection team at Soviet military

Qxvrcis~a - all are convincing evidence of the political will of the Soviet Union

and its openness 1n the military fiald wr,ich provides a golden o~~o.tunity to reacn

sweeping agreementa in the field of diearmament.

Further evidence of this constructive policy are the proposals for

compreheneive verification of the ceesation of nuclear-weapon teats, the

prohibition and desr,ruction of chemical weapons and prevention of an arm.. race in

outer space that have recently been put forward by the socialist countries at the

Conference on Disarmament in Genuvii. Thlt consideration of the question of

verification in the Disarmament C,mmisaion, ...tlich we find most timely and useful,

should not be carried out in the abstract, but should contribute to current and

future talks on arms limitation and disarmament. On the baais of the verification

record of existing agreements, as well as the latest adv"nces in science and

technology, we ahould try to move ahead in developing principles, methods and

procedures of verification in s.,>ecitic areas l:luch as nuclear dillarmament,

conventional disarmament, prohibition of chemical weapons, a nuclear-weapo~-test

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



F~!4 A!C.l!42!PV.1S
20

(Mr. Ko.tov, Bulgaria)

ban, non-militari.ation of outer .pace, and eo on. Suoh an approaoh woula be in

aocordanoe with the principle enunciated 1n the Final ~ocument of the firet ep.cial

•••• ion of the General A••embly devot.d to di.armament, namely, that ~'erification

m.a~u~•• ohould corre.pond to the purpo.e., scope and nature of .acn agre.ment, a

principle which ha. not be.n qu••tioned by any Stat••
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Th. differ.ntiat.d c;nlid.r.tion Qf thG organizational and technical a.p.cts

of v.rification in all fi.ldl .hould, of cour.e, be ba.ed on the generally acce~ted

provilion of u.ing national technical m.an. and int.rnftt.ional v.rification

procedures, including th. e.tabUlhment of international org.nl, .xchang. ot

military information, and on-lit. inspection. in a combination n.c••••ry Foor th.

specific aqr..enlent. 'rhis general proYi.sion al.o ne.ds further elaboration.

For ell..mple, one id.a could b. to ague on the conditi(lns under which all

State~ parti.s to an agt.,m.nt would have acc.Is to pertin.nt information collected

by national technical mean.. Th.r. could al.o b. improvem.nt in int.rnational

procedures for co-operation, consultation, and exchange of infol·mation with a view

to avoiding unwarrantec accusations.

Another id.a could be to .trike a r.asonable balance b.tw.en syst.m4tic

international on-site inspectionl, on the on. hand, and ch~llenge inspections in

the event of a suspected violation of agreements, on the other, •• well as to make

better use of the good offices of. the United Nations and other international

organizations, such as the Internutional Atomic ~ner9Y Agency (IA~A), tor examvle,

in the verification of agreements.

Speaking of strengthening the role ot the Unlted ~atlons in this field, we

proceed from our understanding of the ne.d to establish within the United Nations

framework an internahonal mllchanism for vQcificati.m of compHanc" with the

agreements on reducing international ten.ion, on arml limitation and disarmament,

and on the monitoriny of the military situation in ar.as of conflict. The ~tat.s

parties to arms limitation and disarmament agre.ments could even at this early

stage, on a mutual basis, provide the U~ited Nations with periodic and

comprehensive information about their compliance with respeotive obligations.

Finland's proposal to establish a veritication data-baRe at the United Nations

is also an attractive one.
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We consider that those i ••ue. sh~uld be~ome the sUbject of .erious

consideution in tht.· Dis.rn,.ment Conun1seion. It would be most u.eful in this

r••pect if the Unit.d N.tions Insitut. for Di••rm.m.nt R•••• rch (UNIDIR) would

pr.p.re .n in-depth an.lytical atucy on ways and me.n~ of setting up .n

internation.l verific.tion mecht<'lism within the United Nations fr.mework.

The Bulgarian d.l.gation i~ ready to ca-opeeate in a constructive and

business-like mann.r with .11 i'ltere~ted d.legations f0r the cl.rification of

v.rific.tion probl.ms with a view to f.cilitating the negotiations on effective

di•• rm.ment .gr.em.nts, including ~~_quate v.rification sy.t.me.

Mr. COVARRUBIAti (Chile) (interpret.tion trom Sp.nish)' !:"irst of 411, 1

w1st. to associate myself with the many congratulations that have been offered to

you, Sir on your election to tie l1hail::nanehip. 1 also wish to tlonv.y Iny

congratulations to your fellow officeru of the firet Conunittee. Your diplomatic

experience and ability certainly guarantee that our work will be succeseful.

This year the First Committee has etarted it& work in a propitious, optimistic

atmoephere for international relations, full of promise and hopeful prospecto for

the ongoing talks between the two great Powere that may well b•• mile.tone in the

history of disarmament. 'fhis atmosphere of unusual optimi.m is also being fostered

by thfll .chievements in Geneva in the field of chemical weapons, the stockholm

Ageeement, the initiative ot toth 8uper-iowers to start neg~~iations on a

nuciear-test agreement, and the adoption by consensus of the Final Document of the

International ~onference on the H"lationship oetween DisarlOamE.nt .'10'\ Development,

WhiCh reflects a willingnees to coniront this problem realietically and without

evading the issue or delaylng lOat':ecs dnd to take an important ste~ in the concept

of cecurity covering not only military but also economic, social and h~~anitarian

aspects.
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Chile, a cou'ltry which cherif:lhes peace, the rule of law and compliance with

.nternl1tional ubliyations, h<ls Ilu~~l.'rted the lJrimapll;lli ot the Chart6r ever since

it was first formulated. Consequently, we believe that complianl.Je with the Charter

lu a cate'jorical iml'erative lor international cuexilltence, and we therefore

advocate the o;trengthenln9 of a.l1 le9al norms that contr ibute to the compUlsory

l'Cdceful sett Lement of dls~utes and to strenytnl:lnin9 the ~owflrs of the United

NatiOns and the Secretar~-Ueneral.

Of course we mUbt be pragmatic ano realiza that, ~~nce we are not ~rotayunists

uurselves and play only a mi~or role on the di~a,ma~~n~ scene as a developin9

country, it is easy for us tu fincJ ourselves ext:ll~'I;!:lln9 excl!tl,,~vely sim~je and

faseile ~ositions calling for general and complete ~tsarmament - a goal with which

we all agree but which muut be achieved 9radually throu9h the est~~lLshment ~f a

yeneral atmosphere of trust. Within this context, we feel that one ef.fective means

to which all Member Statell - large and small, ~ower1u1 dntl weak - can contr ibute is

suhregional or re9ional agreements.

Latin America, a re9ion which for decaacs was free of armed conflict, can

polnt with pride to the Tlatelolco Treaty, which established the first

denuclear i:ted :tone in the war ld, dnu to tile ne9utlations tlldt lea to the ->uatllloala

IIqreement, an important experiment which although applicaole to one c1rea can none

Ul.· less lead to wor ld ~eace.

As representatives are aware, i,: tile l':ltlU becretar iat repo1:t 011 the nuclear

t"'1t biln it is stated thct one of the principal objectives ,'f all United Nations

work in the field of disarmament has been to halt "nd feverse the nuclear arms

rilce, ~ut an end to th<! prodllClton of nuclE.!r ':'!apons, and eventually eliminate

1I1"m alLolJl!tller. 1n this rt!,:!i1IU, tile com~lett! ~rohibition of lIuclear-we.l~on leGb;

is consideldu to be the prime and most urgent measure to end the nuclear arms race
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and could be an important step to foster nuclear non-proliferation. A treaty

banning all tests would itaelf ue the most i~,porta.nt meaaure to curb the

qualitative nuclear arms race.

We therefore enth'Jsiastically welcome the initiative of tho two yreat Powers

in negotiating ~n agreement )n nuclftar tests with a view to bringing about t.heir

('easation. We b09 ' with some uptimism that this will be an example to be tollow"d

bV the other members of the nuclear Cll~J, bacause, althou~h my country is situated

in a region in which nuclear weapons are prohibited, we a~e periodically affecteo

by such testing.

As a coastal ~tate on the ~acitic Ocean, Chile wishes to ~lace on record once

again !Lb strong protest at the nuclear tests h$ld in the region and to reiterate

the position o{ the countdes memb"~9 of tne South Pacific Standln'.:! Commission - in

that we vigorously reject the nucl~~r explosions in that geographical area since

they constitute a grave threat lo the marine environment <tnO its natural resources,

and posa a danger of nuclear radiation. If, as has been repeatedly claimed, they

do not pose ~uch a danger of nuclear radlation, then one wonders why the tests are

ceing conducted so far from the continental fr.ontiers of the country conducting

them.

We believe it is of the highest importance to give effective backlng to the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to support une of its functions, namely,

the monitoring of the nuclea. plans of all States through th~ application of a

proper and well-balanced safeguardS system, without prejudice to the strengtheni 19

of effective nuclear co-operation, the Agency's principal function, which 1'S the

most efficient means of assuring nuclear development for peaceful purposes.
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While there is every justification for granting priority to nuclear

disar.mament, because never in the history of mankind has tne destructive ca~acity

of a single weapon been so immediate ana so global ana nover beforQ has one had to

cope Ilith the real possibility of total s~lf-destructionoWiny to the accumulation

of weapons equivalent to 1 million Kiroshima-typ~ bombs, it is the duty of the

international community to remain alert ana to be prepared to act effectively to

cope with the conventional arma race in terms of both the frequency of tile use of

such weapons and the level of death ana destruction they have causea, ana alao

because of the expansion of the intern3tional tran.fera of such weapons.

The transfer to the third w"rld of conventional weapons from developea

c,~untries and the existence of numerous conflicts in various parts of the world

i'lvolving the major interests of the great Powers demonstrate the fragility of our

system. Todav armaments are so sophisticated that a conventional conflict can be

almost as murderous and cruel as a local war involvin9 the use of nucloar weapon••

Their development in both quantitative :~d qualitativo terms has increased in

geometric terms over the past few decades and accounts for a large sha.e of worla

military spending. 11. fact, they make up more than BU per cent, a proportion which

is a heavy burden on developing countries.

Until tranufers to third-world countries can be brought under control ~~.

regional arms race will continue to give rise to a major problem that ~nust be

tackled with imagination and strong political will. We believe that the regional

dimension of disarmament merits our full a,tention because, as we have said, it ha.

a direct impact on the third world by cutting into its economic capacity and

swelling its external debt.
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It is necessary to promote confidence-building measures that will make

countries fe~~ less need to acquire so~histicated weapons and loaintain unduly large

armed forces.

These are the points that my delegation deems it necessary to submit to the

Committee in this general debate, because we believe that in the vast disarmament

field these are the ones of most immediacy, usefulness and urgency. We must not

forget that our great task is to achieve nuclear disarmament and a reasonable

limitation of conventional weapons, which, unfortunately, with each passing day

continue on their inexorable course, which has so far proved irreversible. This

will continue unless the great Powers and all the other States of the world

promptly reach agreements leading to the control and reduction of all types of

weapons.

In conclusion my deleyation hopes that one day, and sooner rather than later,

disarmament will become a reality so that there may be a world in which future

generations can live in peace, security and prosp~rity.

Mr. TANTEMSAPYA (Thailand): On behalf of the Thai de1egation, Sir, I

wish to take this oppor~unlty to congratulate you on being elected to the

chairmanship of this Committee. My delegation is ready to co-operate with you and

with the other officers of the Committee - to whom we extend our warm

felicitations - in ensuring the success of this session.

It is an irrefutable fact that the world toaay is over-armed. At tne same

time, it is also an irrefutable fact that there prevails in tnis global Village of

ours a sense of renewed optimism, cheriShed by the ~incere nope that the world we

live in will be more secure in future. It is precisely because of this hope that

the recent agreement in principle entered into between the United States and the

Soviet Union to eliminate intermediate- and short-range missiles, further fuels

this sense of optimism. '.l'halland welcomes thlS <15 a move wniCh is l;UnU'JC we tu

world peace and stability. My Prime Minister, in h~s speel:cl to t:I'= l,jellecdl
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Aa.embly on 7 October, aaid, in~alial

"Thailand is pleased to learn of the a~reement 1n vrinciple I.tween the Soviet

union and the United States on the elimination of interme~iate- and

ahort-range miSlJ,lleil and of the furthcoming summit lIIeeting between PresiClent

Reagan and General Secretary Gorbac~~v. We hope that after thia impo~tant

beginn1n~ further eftorts w1ll be made to reduce the. strateg1c miss1le

ar.enals by !lO per cent. J::ffective measures are a180 neces8/1ry in the fields

of chemical. and ('onventional weapuns." (A/4.l/l'V.:'!l~, p. 8-10)

The Thai delegation is therefore looking forward to the planned .ummit between

President Reag4n ar~ Ueneral secretary Uorbachev this fall. We join the

international cummunity in the hope, a. also reflected in the decision adopted in

the plenary meeting this afternoon, that a treaty el.1minat1ny intermediate- ana

8hor~-range missiles will be signed between the leaders of the United state. and

the Soviet Union at the said meeting. For the 'rhai dela~ation, th13 tievelopment

clearly demonstrates that the strong politiCAl will, coupled with a sen.e of

responsibility and strengthened by mutual. confidence and truet, could lead, as they

should, to concrete and tangible results which should in turn lead to further

progress in other areas, part1cularly on the questions of disarlllament and worl.d

peace discussed in the Committee.

General Assembly resolution 4l./tiU G, at j Uecember 1~U6, call.eo for the

convening of the tnird special session of the Ueneral Assemb'~· devoted to

disarmament. Given the growing concern over the arma ra;:;e and the rCltlicl

development of weapons technology, the third special session on disarmament is both

timely and necessary. My del.egation lakes note uf th~ work ot the YreVaratory

Committee so far. It is our hope that the final document of the third special

session will prOVide us witn ~uidiny pr1nC1ples for disarmdment el,urtb 1n the

years to come.
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Military .pending con.titute. a huge proportion of most nation,' hudgetc.

Therefore, a .tride in the field of disarmament would make availabls more funds for

economic development. My delegation participated in the International Conference

on the Relation.hip between Disarmament and Development - irrespective of whether

the two di.cipline. were interrelated -~au.e of our belief that in the ovorall

picture economic ,ecurity can dnd does ~ontribute positively to a reduction of

ten. ions And thus to world peace. The Conference raised important new issues and

hEllped to clarify existin\) id.alI on the re.l.atlonsllip between dioarmament and

development. The Final Document adopted by the Conference demonstrat~e a

convergence of idea. and princlples. Thus, what iu now needed la ar earnest effort

by all concerned towards tha implel"entation, 1n particular, of the programme of

activn.

We still hear reports ot the alleged uao of chemical and biological weapons in

some ,egional conflict.. The conclusion of a multilateral convention on the

complete and effective prohibition of toe deve.l.opment, production and stock~ilin9

of such weapons is therefore urgently required. We welcome the work that has been

acco~pli.hed by the ~~ Committee on Ch~mical Weapons of the Conference on

DiBarmament, in Geneva. We look forward to further progre.. towards the completion

of negotiations on this issue when the~CO~nlttee re.umes ita meetinge in

January next y.ar.
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Nuclear-weapon tes Hng con tinues to be conduc t,od in various par tot of the

world, and a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty - of which an overwhelmil'lg

majority of States Members of this Organization are in favour - has yet to be

concluded. My delegation notes with concern that, if nuclear testing were to

continue, not only would existing treaties be weakened hut the nuclear-arms race

could be intensified and the risk of a nuclear holocaust illcreased. In that

regard, my delegation believes that, priority should still be accorded to the

conclusion of a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty. My deleqation therefore

welcomes the agreement between the uni ted States of America and the Soviet union t,o

begin full-scale stage-by-stage negotiations on nuclear testing before

1 December 1987, to find effective measures of verificl!tion that will make it

possible to ratify the 1974 Treaty on the Limitation of Underground Nuclear Weapon

Tests and the 1976 Treaty on Underground Nuclear Explosions for Peaceful Purposes,

thus leading the way towards the ultimate goa~ of a oomprehensive nuclear-test ban.

For 42 year s the wor ld h as been successful in avoid ing ana ther glohal

conflagration. However, that same per iod has seen approximately 150 regional

conflictB, some of which are BtUl going on today. In Asia, the continued

occupation of Kampuchea and Afghanistan by foreign forces prOllides but tl<lO

examples. The Irl!n-Iraq conflict is Brill going on unab.lted. 'rhoso conflicts and

th"!ir repercussions have spilled over into neighbour ing countr les and are but a few

examples of the regional conflicts that could eRcalate into a wider, or even a

nuclear, war.

To the Thai deleqatio,;, therefore, the <1uestion of conventional weapons cannot

be sepllrated from the que!ltl,m of nue1var weapons. While work il1g tow-srdB nuclear

disarmament we must not lose s;qht of the impor tanee and urlJeney of conventional

disarmament. lobdern conven·, ional weilpons are in us~ in c~q ional con fl ic ts aroun,i

the lliorlcl, and they have gained qreatt:r destructive power ancl ilCC'Jracy owinq to
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advances in technology. They have IIleo become even more cOlhy. The build-Up and

m.!intenance of military might in the form of conventional arsenale is therefore of

deep concern to my delegation.

In other areas of peace and secur il'y, the Thai delegation lupportB in

principle the idea, and the estahlishment, of zones of peace, including

nuclear-weapon-free zones. We sincerely helieve that the.e can help in no small

meaa,Ire to pronote intern.stional peace and security. That is why Thailand, if1

co-operation with its partners in the Associatlon of !louth-East AllIIn Nation.

(~qEAN), is considering ways and means of establishing a zone of peace, freedom an~

neutrality in SOuth-East ARi". The Thai delegation is very well aware that the

co-operation of and guarantees by the hig Powers in this endeavour are

indiapensable. We have already seen the slow progress in reaching the goals of the

Declaration of the Indian OCean as a Zone of Peace, whi~h WIIS adopted by the

General Assembly at. its twenty-fifth seasion, in 1971. tn that latter case, so

long as co-o~eration is not forthcoming from all parties concerned, postponemtnt or

delay of the Conference on the Indian {)Jean will be inevitable. As for Thailand,

we continue to support the early convening of the Conference on the Indian OCean in

conformity with the wishes of the littoral and hinterland States of that region.

All in all, the pallt year has seen interesting movement on the world scene in

so far as disarmament and world peace and security are concerned. Many new and

seemingly far-sighted ideas and concepts were advanced, and my delegation is

following them with keen interest. Ha.lever, many of thOSb recent concepts and

ideas, as well as the proposa ls Ct,n ta ined in them, seem to the Tha i delega tion to

he still impedet'l hy big-Power rivalrieR. It seems tu us al!lo that we must wait a

while before the momentum t ,Wilrds an aqreement or understanding for a safer world

picks up. Heartened hy recent promUlinq developments, my delegation would
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nevertheless like to echo once il9ain the .entiment' that, in the final analysis,

international efforts to br inlj "oout \jltnuin" 4nd etiltctlve disarmament .-nd wor.La

peace will succeed only when there is mutual trullt and confidence among all

States. We reiterate also that States Members of the Unitea Nations would do well

to abide by the Charter of the United Nations and international law.

The international community must persuade those who pref",r the military option

for the aettlement of disputes that in terma of other benefits to their .ecuritt

there is more th~n the military option, and that the security of one cannot be

gained at the expense of the security of others.

Mr. GNANOEMSON (Trinidad ana Tobaqo) I I should iike, firllt ot all, to

congratulate you, Sir, on your election as Chairman of the First Committee. The

admirable and skilload manner in which you have conducted the wvrk of th~ ~ommittee

to date justifies the confidence unanimoualy placed in you. My delegation also

extends its congratulations to the other COmmittee ofticers Clnd pledl;les ita tu.Ll

co-operation.

Despite the present diUiculties and the volatllity of the lnternatlonal

political situation, thert have been a number of encouraginq developmenta in the

area of nuulear-arms limitation dnd dillarrnament which are caulle for cautluulI

optimism and which, we hope, will have a positive effect on th. work of the First

Committel',

Construutive dialogue between the Uniteu ::>tates of I\metica llon" the Soviet

union in the area of nuclear-drms limitation and reduction has resulted in an

agreement in princi..,le to eliminate interm"lliat~l'anyeand tlllorter-rangd nuclear

weapons. Such an accord would be truly historic, as it would tot the first time

reduce the numlJ,'r 01 nucledL wt!dtJuns in llle WO[ id. il cuuld altio uontr ibute to thc'

imprOV1!ment 01 the yenerdl climdte 01 j,ast-Wetlt "ldtlons dnd 'Jlve 'I1"'dte1 impet'l»

to efforts to reduce the ,Hsenals of t.trategic wo::apons.
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~I delegation is also heartened by the progress of the negotiation8 1n the

Conference on Di.armament on drafting a treaty on chemical weapons, although a

number of thorny issues are still to be resolved. The announcement by the two

super-Powers that negotiations on nuclear testing, which were sUR~ended six years

ago, will resume shortly is also encouraging. SOme headway, both political and

technical, lIeems to have been made in the complex Iuell of ver iHcation, ,

fundamental element of arms control agreements.

The recent conveni~g of the International Conference on the Relationship

between Disarmament and Development and the Ildoption by consensus of a Final

Document were in many ways an achievement, and a victory for the multilateral

approach to two of the greatest challenges facing the international communit.y. By

underlining the multidimensional links between those two concepts, the Conferenr.e

made it clear that they were not two separate issues facing two different world

constituencies. The Conference also broadened the definition of security by

highlighting the non-military threats t:> national and international security. My

delegation hopes that the groundwork laid at the Conference will be a base for

future concerted action.

Despite these glimmers of hope, there has h~en a singUlar lack of progress in

many other significant areas of nucleal disarmament where fundamental differences

persist. The repeated urgings of the international community and the unilateral

gesture of one of the two super-Power s have not yet brought an end to nuclear

tasting or advanced the conclusion of a nuclear-teat-ban treaty.
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The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago contl:\ues to believe that the concludon

~f a comprehensive test-ban treaty is an eSlenti,l prerequ~.ite to curbing the

qualitative spiral of the nuclear-arms :sce and to dampening the nuclear

competition which has been a major source of distruat.

The possibility of outer space becoming the arena fot an extenaion of the

nuclear-arms race continues to be a source of ~reat concern. On thia twentieth

anniversary of the entry into force under the auspice. of the United Nations of the

'l'reaty on Pr inciple. Governing the Activities of State. in the Explor.tion and Un

of Outer space, inclUding the Moon and Other Oeleitial Bodies, there ia • growing

need for all Member States to ensure at both the bilateral and multilateral levels

the peaceful uses of outer space for the benefit of mankind.

In spite of the lnternational community's declared commitment to the

maintenance and strengthening of nuclear non-proliferation, the clandeatine nuclear

activities of the apartheid South African regime continue to be a factor of

destabiliz.tion in southern Africa and a serious oostacle to the implementation of

the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa.

Though the issue of nuclear disarmament continues to be given, .a it shoulo

be, the highest priority in the deliberations of the First Committee, my dele~ation

is of the opinion that increasing attention must be paid to the question of

conventional wea~ns and to the need for conventional disarmament. 'rhe mas.ive

build-up of conventional weapons, their deployment and uso are a continuing thre.t

to international securilj as well as to the sovereignty, territorial integrity and

national independence of States. In a world in which over ijO per cent of the

approximately $l,UUO bilLion spent annually on arms ':l0es to thE! procurement of

conventional weapons, this aspect of disarmament mu~t not be undereslimated.

'rhe proliferation of ever more sophisticated conventional weapons and the

magnitude of arms transfers, in particular to the developing world, are a source of
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deep diaquiet for my delegation. 'rhe .scquls1tion of these lIeapons diverts scarce

financial and human resources from th~ priority task of ~ocial and economic

development. The negative impact of Ruch expenditure is even more striking in the

developing countries, whose fragile econOffiles are dlready h.srd ~ressed to deal with

the urgent demands of development. In his cULrent report on the work of the

Organization, the Secretary-General Ilas rightly drawn littention to the gravity 01

this problem.

"The acquisition of large qu.sntities ot sophisticated arms by developing

countries places a severe stc~in on badly needed resources while adding

nothing to the strength of th\!Jr ecunomies. Furthermore, it adds to external

debt and creates a secondary demand for imports that increases dependence."

(A/42/l, p. 9)

History has shown that the i,nprovement and bloating of arsenals do not enhance

national or regional ~ecurity. Indeed, they ag9ravate internal tensions,

exacerbate regional rivalries by upsetting regional ualances and make contlicts,

military or otherwise, even less amenable to political a~~tlement. Lastly, it is

evident that these conventional weatl0na are not acquired simply for their deterrent

value. The fact that some 150 conflicts have taken plaet! si.nce he Second .~orld

War, all of them in the developiny relJ ions of the war ld, lb IlRllJle testiRlon~' to

their widespread use. These conflicts have exacted and continue to exact an

unacceptable toll in deprivation, destruction and death.

A number of factors contribute to this disturbing prol.iferation of nuclear

weap"ns. On the one hand, for many r~cipient countries the acquisition of arms is

seen as a form of self-protection in an international climate of fe3r and distrust

and of growing insecurity and instdbility. On till: other I~and, the lIIanUldL:lure <.\nu

sale of arms have been Jncrealolin(Jly importdnt to the economic we!!-beiny 01 many

industrialized countries. The lIIilitarizdtlon (It InternatIonal r~lationB has also
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led to frequent recourse to arms transfers as an instrument of foreign policy, a

means of favouring friends and demonstrating concern. This has created the

paradoxical situation in which it is ~ften easier to obtain military aid than

development assistance.

Regional me"sures of. disarmament for both nuclear and conventional forces, as

well as regional initiatives aimed at enhancing regional stability and security and

dissipating distrust, merit the full support of all Member States.

The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in various regions of the world

is a means of avoiding entanglement in the com~etin9 strategic interests of the

super-Power. a. well as a unique regional disarmament measure. In this context the

delegation of Trinidad and Tobago urges the ratitication by France of Adaltional

Protocol I of the Treaty for the Prohibicion of Nuclear W~apons in Latin America -

the Tr.aty of Tlatelolco - wo that nuclear-weapon-fre~status can be extended to

those territories lying within the zone of application of the Treaty. Trinidad and

Tobago welcomes the c~ning into force of the Karatonga Treaty tor a South Pacific

Nuclear-Fr.e Zone as well as the continuing efforts of the members of the

Association of south-East Asian Nations (AS~AN) in this direction.

The recent establishment of United Nations regional centres for th "romotion

of peace and disarmament 1n Latin America and Af~ica is also to be commended.

These centres can play a vital rolL in changing attitudes about military

expenditure and in promoting regional peact! and stability.

It is evident from the statements of representatives who spoke earlier in the

general debate that there is a growilll,j awareness of the need to vitalize the work

of the First Committee. While Trinidad and Tobago shares the view that changes of

a formal or ~ractical nature are needt!d, such all a decrt!ase in the number of

resolutions and an aarlier atart to the aesaion, Wt! belit!ve that a more fundamental

change is required. There has to be a ~~w attituue ~nJ dp~roach to the mUltiple
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,nd complex problems of disarmament and international security. ~he First

Committee has to cu!'e being a forum for scoring political and ideolOYlcal points

and to become a vehicle for real multilateral co-operation in an area of primordial

importance to the entire world. ~e believ~ thdt the small non-aligned ~tateH,

which have no ambitio~s or pretensions, can play an essential role in this

reordering by urg\ng and demonstrating obJ~ctivlty and by encouraging the

convergence of views and interests. We hope that the sentiment of cautious

optimism alluded to by many deJ.eqatlons at the outset ot our deliberations will be

reflected in the work of the Committee at its conclusion.

Mr. LAUREL (t'hilippines): On beha.l.f of my deleqation let me conqratulate

you, Sir, on your election as Chairman of this Committee. I am confident that

under your able leadership we will be able to perforlR our tasks constructively. 1

also extend through you my congratulations to the other officers of the Committee,

whose co-operation will help us in our work. My deleyation is committed to support

all efforts towards the achievement of our common goal.

In his poem, "Dover Beach", the English poet Matthew Arnold aptly mirrored the

spirit of the era of the First World War in the followi~) words:

" the world, which geems

to lie before us, like a land of dreams

so various, BO beautifuL, so new

Hath really neither JOY, nor love, nor light

Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for paln. Anu we

are here as on a darklin~ plain

Swept with confused alarms of struyyle and fliybt

Where ignorant aemies clash by night".
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Seventy years separate us from the time those lines were written. Yet their

tone of cynicism and melancholy reflect tile spirit of our times.

It is true that in the past 42 years we have managed to avoid a war of global

dimensions. However, Wlil continue to live in a world tull ot tttnsion, confrOntAtion

and violence. Our times are witness to internecine conflicts in the Middle ~ast,

Central America, ~fghanlstan, ~ampuchea, Soutll Atrica and other re~10ns. The

report by the World COmmission on Environment and Development, "Our ColNnOn Future",

cites over 40 such current conflicts. It is inoeed disturbing to reflect on the

fact that m~re people have perished in local wars in the past four decades than in

the two world wars.

The focus of the work of the Committee nnd the bulk of the draft rtlsolutions

we adopt are on the many aspects of disarmament. Al~ of these are directed towards

the attainment of the real goals of establiShing international £leace and securlty -

the peace and security that peoples all over the world have yearned and worked for

throughout history.

If humanity has so far not rea.l.1zed concrete achievements in the f leld of

disarmament, people all over the world - individually and collectively - have not

been discouraged, they persist 1n theu <lttempt to acnillve tllis <J0Cll in oitterent

forms and forums. They have organized oeace marches, collected signatures, written

their representatives and discussed ways to achitlvs a nuclear treeze or to stov

nuclear testing - in fact, they have resorted to nearly every measure available to

manifest their will. We in Government cannot and should not 19nore all this.

Recently, the Pr~sident of Costa Rica, His Excellency Mr. Oscar Arias Sanchez,

was awarded the Nohel Peace Prize for his key role in forl1lulatiny a reyiona.l. ~eace

plan for the Central American region. We extend to him and the Costa Rican people

our heartfelt felicitations.
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The honour should extend to the peoplos and the leader a of the central

American region. The GUdtemala Accord mirrors the stuteamanahlp of the leacers ot

Central America in their search for peace and security in the regioll.

The very achievementa in science ana technology that should be directed to

IIIIlnkind'. enrichment and well-being .ue ironically the means i.;~' which it has

developed the capacity for aelf-annihilr tion. Five countr 18s are now recoqni,',ed all

nuclear-weapon States, six others have a nuclear-weapon capability and a doz4n

others are not far behind, according to the Brundtland report, "Our Common

Futur.". Mankind Beems to be held hostage to nucldar weapons, aa the world's

military expenditllres continue to escalate, havlng reached $14 trillion since 1960.

Fortunatel~, mankind'B own BenBe of sanity enables it to see lts own folly and

a reverse process has ~oticeably been set in motion.

It iB a source of encouragement that the International Conference on the

Relationship betwe, n Disarmalllllnt and Developme' ~ last S.•ptember establuhed for the

f~rat time the close and multi-dimensional relationship between disarmament and

development and reaffirmed the urgancy to devise measures or mechanisms to

reallocate resources liberated through disarmament efforts into development

objectives.

The Declaration of the Ministers for Foreign AfCairs of the Group ot 77 issued

during their annual meeting in New York last month underscored the concept that

"development can be attained only in an atmosphe.ce of illtvrnational flvacll and

co-operation IInd stresaed the direct relationship betwe(·n peace, disarmament

and developmvnt. 'i'he Ministers reiterated their aklpeal for the immedlcite

h~lting of the cirms race and an urgent adoption of disarmament measures that

would release human, material, technological and tinancial resourcvs badly

need~d for development." IA/4~/604, para. 40)
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The trend towards the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones is cause fur

optimism. In Latin America, the desire to remain free from nuclear conflicts has

been crystallized in the historic Treaty of Tlatelolco, which established the first

inhabited nuclear-weapon-free zone in the world.

In the South Pacific, the Treaty of RarotoRga also reflects a popular

consensus to live in a world free from nuclear weapons. Indeed, the countries of

the region, as well as its neighbours, including the Philippines, support efforts

to keep the region nuclear-free. We view efforts to subvert the popular will as

contrary to the spirit of the Treaty of Rarotonga.

In South-East Asia, the countries of the Association of South-East Asian

Nations (ASEAN) are studying the possibility of a draft treaty on the establishment

of a South-East Asian nuclear-weapon-free zone. This is in furtherance of the idea

of a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality in South-~st Asia, which was endorsed

by tne first special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.

Other treaties on nuclear-weapon-free zones deal mostly with uninhabited

regions of the world, such as Antarctica, the sea-bed and outer space.

The Philippines Constitution, recently ratified by an overwhelming majority of

the people, mandates the adoption and pursuance of a policy of freedom from nuclear

weapons on Philippine territory. The Philippines supports efforts to establish

nuclear-weapon-free zones in all ~reas.

we welcome the agreement in principle of a treaty on intermediate-range

nUclear forces (INF) between the United States and the SOViet Union which seeks to

achieve a double-zero option in Europe. Certainly, progress in this area would go

a long way towards reducing the formidable stocks of nuclear weapons now in the

arsenals of the major Powers. we also welcome the agreement between the two

super-Powers that a similarly intensive effort should be made to achieve a treaty

on a 50-pec-cent reduction in their strategic offensive arms.
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The Mini.terial Conr.renoe or the Group of 77, in ita Ueolaration of l Ootobec

1987, ••id that nuclear weapons posed the "main ruk" to thlt env1ronn.ent and to

life on Elrth. Thererore, it would not b~ overl~ ambitioul if the intecnatio~al

oommunity were to aim at a global zero option for ihl.,lelllentatlon on or btlfoclt the

turn of the century. The world would then be that much olo.er to the goal of

generll and complel:e disarmament.

My delegetion iJelhvu thet thll 1NlI' ayreement in t>cinci~le between the two

.u~er-Power. i. a much-ne.ded imp.tus to the Vienna negotiation. on mutual and

balencec1 rorce r.ductions IMB~'H). The mfretinlj ot two important melllbers of tlHt

alliance of the North Atlantic Trea' y Organization (NATO) and of the Warsaw Pact,

throuqh tho visit of lieneral Secretary Er lcll HoneCker of the l>erlnan DfflROcratlc

Republic to Chancellor Helmut Kohl of the F.deral Re~ublic of. G.rmany, le another

welcome d.velopment. Perhaps that visit will oe the starting-point tor renewed und

more vigorou. negotiationa among the partie!! of the MBl!'R t"lk. in Vienna. progresB

in n.gotiations on nl1r.:lear arms cou.ld thul:I be mot ~lIed by progress in neyotillt iOIl/\

on conventional arme in Europe, there already being a precedent Lo this in the

.ucce••tul conclusion of an <lccord in the Stoci<ho.lm Conforenoll on Cont ldellCe- Iln,j

Security-Bui.lding Measurea and Uisarmament in ~urope in 19~6.
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Chemical weapon••re teportedly b~ing u.ed in pre.ent-day conflict. and

reaearch and teats: on the aev..!.opn,ent C\t: tho.e weapon••re ongoing. While the

progre•• of negotiation. on the i ••ue i. encouraging, we cegacd the early

conclu~ion of a treaty banning ch~mical weapon. al impecativ... Such a treaty, i~

concluded, could .erve a. a mod.l for other treatie. on weapon. of ma••

deltructlor., including the concomitant i ••u•• of v.rification, d••truction and the

placing of production faciliti•• un~.r international surveillanc••

Now i. the rropitiou. t1me to be r ••olut. in .eeking ag~.~~.nta on nucl.ar,

chemical and conventional _rm.. A perva.iv. n.w .pirit of op.nhe•• prevail. among

many nationa. Th. time ha. come to take concr.t. confid.nce-bui!.cHng mea.ur.lI.

QU.ltions as to 100d f.ith could w.ll b. dilp.lled through .ffectively d•• igned

m••Bures ot verification.

We wish to .dd a caution.ry not. to our .xpr••• iona uf optimiem on the pr;.ent

.tatu. of multilateral and bilateral talk. on di.arm.m.nt. While the arm. race may

be halted O~ r.ver ••d in Europ., w. would not w.nt to ••• the f1.1d of

conflontation .hifted to oth.r .r•••• W. r.!~r h.r. not only tu oth.r l.nd •.•a.

of our glohe, but al.o to out.r .~ac. and the open ••a.. aee.u•• of the n.w

weapon. t.chnology it will .oon b. po••ibl. to .t.tion we.pon. of ma•• d••truction

on a mobile basi. anywhere.

outer s~.c. is one of man'. last front1e'l, a herita~. of mankin~ that mUlt b.

reaerved fOl peacef~l pur~o.el and fQr the mutual benefit of the people. of the

world. We marvel at the technolo~iI. of (luter .pac. Which a!.!.uw UI to .urvey our

terrainB, to speed up our communication., to predict w••ther pattern. and n.tur.l

ccltastrolJheil <tnd to conduct ll11.otic dcientitic "ll.~"rilll.l\t". It .,,111 b. to mankimt'lI

benefit if outer sFac. 18 kel't felle of nUl.:le.r w••~n. and oth.r w••pon. 01 mu,lI

destruction. lndoed, outer lIpaClI shoulo bl~ a lalX)ratory tor V.ac. inat••d 01 •

battlefield for war. We would therefore lll~. tho•• with .clentific and
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technologic.l c.p.ciU•• lo d..i8t from 4.votin9 tlleir en.rgi•• to bellig.r.nt

purpo••• which ••rv. no on••

Th. high •••• r.pr•••nt y.t another front18r. Accord in\! to pr.cliction.,

citi•• will on. day b. built on d••p oc.an floors. Wit~ burg.oning populations ancl

dWi!\dling food r••ourc.a w. m.y incl••d have to turn n,ore and more to oce.ns and

.e.8 for our nouri.hm.nt. It i. all the more n.c•••• ry, ther.for., that we d.v~te

our knowl.dg. to t.Fpin\! the •••• a. a .aurc. for lnankincl' ••urvival and do not

allow th.ir u.e •••n aren. for conflict. For the Philippine., •• an archipelago

of 7,107 i.l.nd. close to important global sea route., the p.aceful use. of ~e

.e., the .ea-bed and the ••a lane. ar. of p.ramount concern.

It h•• be.n pr.dict.d that the tw.nty-fir~t century will be th~ era of the

Pacific r~ion. Towards the middle of the la.t century ~h. American Secretary of

State William H.nry S.ward ~roph.si.d,

"Th. M.dit.rran.an i. the ••a of the past, the Atlantic the se. of the ~resent

and the Pacific the oc.an of the futur•• "

The Briti.h historian Arnolcl Tcynb.e spof.e of • blossoming of Asian-Pacific

civilization that would last from the twenty-flut to the twenty-.ighth cellturie••

Ind••d, the Pacific r.gion, with it~ human .nd natural resources, nas 9reat

pot.ntial for dev.lopm.nt. It is h~re that n.wly industrialized countrie. are

locat.d. China and Japan, Australia and N.w Zealand, tne ~atin American countries

and the South-East Aaian nation. gird its rim.

It i. pertinent to cite on. of the conclusions of the recent Internatlonal

Conf.r.nc. on the Relationship b.tw••n Di.armament and D.v.lopment. Its Final

Document r.ads, in part,

·'l'he world can .ither continue to purllull the IHIIIS race with

charactsrhtic vigour or move con.cioualy and with deliberate speed towards a
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more st«ule and balanced sQQial ~no economio development within a mar.

suat.ainable illternat.ional economic and pO.l.itlcal or12.rr it cannot dO IJoth.·

(~ONr.1JO/39, rinal Uocument, para. 4)

In the "acU'i.;: r.':jion the choice is clear. W1th the maJouty ol: iU populace

living in marginal lubsistence, the people. of the region muat meet the cha11enge

of development. 'l'hlll arlllS race 1s the way to d1aaster, and they will not stand for

it.

As we look forward to the thlrd s~ecial ae8,ion of the General Aaiembly on

disarmament, in 1988, let us bear that popular mandate in mind. The third apecial

Session will b~ an occawion not merely to reiterate the princlplea of d1aarmament

laid down in the first and second special session. on diaarmament, but also to

carry forward a prograllUoe of act10n bas.a on tra. helCjhtened awarenes. of peop.l.es

and on recent development. in the field of disarmament. What w. see today in terms

of tlle new t\o11ticdl activilm towards disarmament I"ay in part be attr1buted to toe

World Disarmament Campaign, iteelf a product of the two spec1l1 .el.ion,. on

disarmament. The peoples of the world dre tued of rhetor 1c about Chl'6rlOameut.

They want to live in peace and security in a world free of weapon. of Je.truction.

Let me conclude by quotin<j again from "Our cOlllJ1\On tuture",

"Nations must turn away from the destructive logic of an 'arma culture'

and focus lnstead on thf/lt common future... Nations must not become prll10nerli

of their own arms race ••• They must face the co~non challenge for providing

for sustainable devvlopment and act in concert to remove the growin\J

environmental sources of conflict." (A/42j427, 299)

PROG1~MME OF WOR~

Tllp. CHAINMAN (intarprvtation from French); Pursuant to the proyraM~e of

work and the sche~ule adopted by the Committee at its meetin<j on Thursday,
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1 OCtober 19d7, on Prid.y, 23 Octob.r, the Committ•• will .nt.: into the s.cond

ph••• o~ ita work, namoly, .tatem.nt. on opeclfic Ul.arm&ment agend6 items And

contin~.tion of 9.n.r~1 d.b.t., if n.c••••ry.

A. m.mb.r. ar. aware, thi. ptocedural fl.xiDility wa. auo~ted by con8~nsus and

i~ d.~i9ned to cr••t•• n.o••••ry .nd .ppropri.t••tructur. for the Committ.e's

work and d.liber.tion.. Delegation. will thu. b. able to make gen.ral .tdt.menta

if th.y have not yet done .0 in the initial ph••e of the Committee'~ work. Soms

delegat10nc nave .lr.ady put their nanut. on the l1at of atleaKeUI for the next phasl

of our work. In order to m.k. ?roper u.e of the time available, I invite

delegation. Who wi.h to .peak to ."ecific iteme; on the agenda to put their names Oi1

the li.t of .p.aker••••oon a. po.aibl••

Similarly, I requ••t d.legationa that intenu to 8ubmit draft r~solutions to do

ao a••oon a. po••ibl., and if pos.ible during the .econd pha.e of the Committe.'s

work, which will begin on Priday, 23 October, so that the Committee hlay hear

comment. on the dr.ft resolution••

Th. melttlng roa. at S.lO P.RI.
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