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Note by the Secretary--Genera l 

Ter ms of reference 

l . '!he ;pm;)ose ~or ,.,hi ch the Conference has beeu cal l ed 1>~, t he Econou"lic 

at:\~ Socia.~ Council is '' ·~o draft and adop t a :pr ot ocol rela(.inG t o t he litn:i.tation 

of t he pr oducti on of opi'l.Ull11 (resolut ion 436 A {i:ry]). 'lh e draft text ·of 
.t;he pr otocol b~fore the Conference was prepared i n a ccordance '-Ti t h the 

ipatr.\lction~ of the Council in resolution 395 (~~I), 'and is contained i z1 

the annex to document E/2le/) . · · 

Initial general debate 

2. .I t .. will no doubt be convenient, as soon as t he Conference has complet ed 

:. ~he initi~l busine ss .of orr.a~izi~ itself~ · to hold ~ ~eneral debat e on the 

draft .protocol. !!;'1 ~his deb~te, .. it fs asstuned tl1at delebations wouid state 
. . ,.; . . . .. ,, . . . . ~ . . . 

their po~ition r,enerally .. w;l.th reG!U·d to t he main provisions of the pr otocol ; . .. . . .. . . : · , .. . . 
th~t it \YOl;lld also provj,.de an .opportW1ity f or an 'exchan,3e of que's tions and 

• • ·. • . i • . 

elucidati ons between del erat i ons; but ~hat no decisions as t o substance or 

t ext of t he protocol would be taken at this s t a (;e . 

Committee structure . .. ..:. 

3. .!\,t this po.int, the Conference mtr;lrt proceed t o · decide on · i t o 'rur~~ber 
organ1,zat ion1 in the light of a ny part icular ;pr~bl~w.s whid1 ha d arisen i n i;iie 

. • • + • • • •• 

~eneral .d~'t!ate 1 ~nd of any or~~allizationat proposals t hat mi ght have been 
. . . ~. .;. . . ~ . . . . . : . 

intros:tuced. I t i s cleaJ.• t hat i n or der tha ~ the Conference should complete its 
: . . ·. . 

task i n good t ime .eome division of l abour will be ne cessary , 
. . . . ~ : . . 

di viding up th~ wor l<; h,ave been exami ned i n t he Secretariat . 
. . ~ . . ;· 
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t~ . An arranc;emen·~ t hat suggested itself f or consideration was that different 

parts of the draft protocol should be assigned to different conuni ttees • 

for instance, the :predol,linantly economic parts to one committee and the 

remainder of the :pr otocol to another committee . Study of arrangement s on 

these lines has , however , indicated a nur®er of difficulties, as follows. 

At r<tany :points the par ts of the protocol interlock closely with each other 

a nd t here vrould be a. stro~; pos~?ibili ty of overlapping, or conflict of sco~e 1 

betvleen such conuni t tees • V.tOreover 1 some machinery i ntermediate between these 

committees and the plenary cqnference. y~uld probably be necessary as part of such 

arrangements in order to fit the parts of the protocol t ogether aga.i n1 which 

mif)Yc lead to un11ecessary complication of vork. Agai n, if the arrangement 

for t he division of labour is to be workable, it would be necessary that · 

dele; ations should be able to attend more than one meeti ng at the same t i me 1 ; 

a nd f ror.1 ~.:;his roin·;; of viev this ltind of committee s t ructure is lilcely to cause 

di ff i culties for a number of delegations. 

5. AccordinGly 1 arrangements Eenerally on the f ollowinc lines·, which appear 

to be as simple as the requirements permit, are suggest ed for the consideration 

of the Conference . 

Me,.n Connni ttee 

6. The r;enera l 'vork of the Conference on the draft protocol for arriving · 

at decisions as t o 1.ts substance (subject, of course, t o eventual confirmation 

by t he :plenary conference) might be assi:;,ned t o a ~ Committee. This 

connnittee should be a conunittee of the whole, on 'mich all members of the 

Con:ference who wish to attend should have a vote. ' 'ihis ·committee would · not 

engar;e in the detailed work of draftinc. 

Drafting Committee 

7. As the Main Committee disposes successively of various part s of. the 
. . . . . 

cb:'aft protocol, its cleciaions could go to a Drafting Conunittee, to .make 

the necessary revis&d draft ot the parts of the protocol concerned~ This 

.committee should be charged with questions of drafting, clarification, consistency 
• • • ' t ' \ 

and arrangement of the draft protocol only. If such points prove to require 

decisions of substan~~ in order to resolve them1 the Drafting Committee wouid 

refer them, either baclt to the !fain Committee, or to the :plenacy conferencei 
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as ap1)ro,,ria te . Gince ::he Drai'tinc Corrr.-ui ttee vrould not be concerned ·,;i ti1 

decisions of substance, i t Houl d be unnecessary that all .• 1embers of t..be Couference 

should be represented on i t ; and it is sugeested t hat :i::; mi ;;ht be co.r.r-osecl1 

on a personal basis 1 of an appropriate number of those ce:,tbers of dele:,ati ons 1 

i ncl udinG, in par t icular 1 le~;al advisers , available f or this vork . 

Sub- co11uni ttees .. ?..!..·~;h~~~~~-CoJ~t_!:~~-~-

8 . I t may be anticipated tha·~ t he l~in Colfllllittee !liSY v1iSil t o appoint 

sub- committees or vrorking parties to repor t to it on suclt sub,:jec".;s 1 f or 

inst ance 1 as na t i ona·l monopolies, sanctions , ant i - car·;;el r::::ovisious . 

Busi.ness Cot~tmi ttee and Credentials CohUJi't;tee 

9. '!he f\mctions and conpositi on of t hese co1:mlitt ees are l aid down in t he 

rules of pr ocedure (E/CONF.l4/13) . 

Final decisions of t he Conference 

10, All final decisions 1-rould1 of course , be takell by t be pleuary conference . 

Plenary sessions would be held as required a·;_ i1 ~tervals d\.lrinc; and at the 

end of t he session , Final votes vould be t a ken on tl:e Pi nal Act of the 

Conference cover ing the proto:Col as a whole and t he resolu·i:.ions of the 

Conference at the concluding sessions . 

Number of meetincs 

11 . It 1-1ould be essential to the pr oper worldne:; of t he plan outlined above 

for t he ~~in Corrunittee and for t he Drafting Committee tlw.t t he Drafting Conuni ttee 

should be able to meet at the san~e time as the l,ain Gbnuni ttce, to consider 

material referred to it (a-c:, an appropriate interval in arrear s of its havinG 

been dealt with by the Main Committee) . Appbintment a to this co~tillli ttee 

1-10uld t herefore have to take this requirement into account . 

12. '!he members of the Conference Hill recall the scope of the ;,:aterial 

fa.cilities 1-li thin which the operations have to be carried on, a s set out 

in the memorandtun which accou:panied the invitations t o t he Conference . For 

convenience of reference, the relevant paragraphs are re:croJ.ucecl in an annex 

to this paper. 'Ihe Horking arran,;ement s t e ntatively out liueu above could be 

carried out •.dthin the scope of these arranger1ents . 
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.ANNEX 

1. I n maki ng or ganizational arrangements f or the Conference, t he Secretary-

General, havin::; re;"~ard to the fact that a nwnber of con:feronces ;.rill be tal~ing 

place simul i:.aneously at headqua1·ters and to the resourc~s .::tt his disposal, 

13 making the fcllO';dnc; asatu·1ptions: 

{a) 'TI.1ere will nor .nally be not more than t1w plenar y n:eetings 2::, one 

plenary meeting and two conur.it t ee tneet i ngs 2::, four cot.mtittee meetings 

a day 1 i.e. not more than t1•o meetings at one timej 

(b) As l'ecords i nterpretat ion facili t ie.s 1 simult aneous i nterpretation in 

the five official lan~uagen , English, French , Russ~.an 1 Spani sh and Chinese, 

\-Till be pr ovided as required f or plenary meetings , and for commi ttee 

mee t 1ncis \vhe n onl y one corani t t ee i s sitting; when more t ha n one conunittee 

is si'\~ting1 consecutive i nterpreta tion will be furnished from the five 

offi c ial la~uages int o Enclish and Frenc.lt . For speeches made i n lang"Uages 

ot her t han the official lanr;uace s , deleca to3 should t her.lselves provide 

interpretation into one of the official t angua{;;eS; 

(c ) 1\.s ree;ar ds records , summary recor ds '-Till be prepared by t he Secretariat 

i n Enc;lish and French f or plenar y meet i ngs . Committee records will 

nor mally be in t he form of reports of the commi ttee. 

2 . The current production of docuJUeuts during the Conferooce ivill be subject 

to a priority system. 1t would t her efore be expedient that delegates who wish 

to ·circulate material to the Conference should forwar d i t as far as pr acticable 

Hell in advance of the opening dat e . 

('Ihe rest of t he ~:oon:orandum dealt ,.,1th. other r.1at t ers.) 




