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UNITED NATIONS

ECONOMIC
AND
SOCIAL COUNCIL

COMMIZSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

SUB -COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION
AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES

Third session
(Ttem 8 of the agenda)

ORIGINAL: ENGLISE

Mr. EFketrand end Mr, Black: draft resolution
on the protection of minorities

The Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discriminstion and the Frotection of
Minorities,

REQUESTS the Commission on Humen Righte to recommend that the Economic and
Social Council adopt the following resolution:

THE ECONOMIC AND SCCIAL COUKRCIL,

CONSIDERING that the problem of minorities was referred to the Commission on
Humen Rights snd the Sub-Compission on the Prevention of Discriminstion end ths
Protection of Minorities by the General Assembly in Pert C of resolution 217 (III],

CONSIﬁERING that the Sub-Comnmission on the Prevention of Discrimination and
the Protection of Minorities has adovted the definition and classsificetion of
minorities embodied in 1ts resclution No, . Oof January

—y 1550 srnexed bersto,

CONSIDERING that the righte treditionally desired by the minorities 28 therein
defined are those described in the minorities tresties and declarstions which.came
into force after the First World Wer, end include protection of life and liberty;
equelity before the law, equality of political rights, equality of admiession to
public posts, functions and honcurs; equslity in the esteblishment of charitabdble,
religious, social end seducational institutions; uee of the mirnority language in such
private matters as commerce, religion, the press, snd other publications and,
finelly, use of the minority langusge in such public matters as Judiclal procedure
and in State-supported schocls,

rity of these rights represent no more then the deslre
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the Universsl Declerstion of Human Rights in Article 2 which states that

"Everyone is entitled to all the righte and freedoms set forth in this Declarstion,
without distinetion of eny kind, euch as race, colour, sex, languege, religion,
politicsl or other opinion, nationsl or social origin, propsrty, birth or other
gtatus”, and more epecifically in other articles including Article 3 on the
protection of life and liverty; Article 7 on equality before the law; Articls 18
on religlous freedom; Articles 20 on freedom of assembly and sssocistion;

Article 21 on equality of political rights snu of access to public service;

Article 26 on equality of educational opportunities; and Article 27 on cultural
egquality,

CONSIDERING, moreover, that provision is belng msde for the protection of the
most lwdortant of these rights in the Draft International Covenent on Humen Rights,
and |

CONSIDERING thet of the rights traditionally desired by minorities, it 1s the
initial firding of the Sub-Comaissicn on the Prevention of Discrimination and the
Protection of Minorities thet only the yight to use minority langusges before the
courts and i Dtale-sunpurted schools goes beyond the scope of the Universal
Declaraticn of Furen Rights end the Dralt International Coverant on Human Rights;

DECILES thet tpe oot sigzolficent step that should be taken at the present
#gbage for tos procection of winorlsisg is the prevaration of recowrsndstions
regerding the u=e of a winoerisy loroasge befors the courts snd the teaching of a
minority lavzuogs es wvne of the courdes of study in Biste-supvorted schoole; and,
sceordingly,

CALLS UPCH: ‘

’1) Thas Heersotary -General to pake srrongspvents with the Merbers of the

nited Tniions Lo Sluzin pepovie on the stess teken by them to afford

protection o wiroritise in Uheze twe Linguletle fields, and

\2) tine Couwlorcion oo Toman Rigbis end the faub-Loawisnion on the Prevention

of Diseriminsticn snd tre Protsction of Minovities to undlerteke further

studies Iin these two linzuistic fields with s view to determining In grester .

dotail the problems which the profection of mincrities in this regeard would

entall,
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