
United Nations 

ECONOMIC 
AND 

SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Nations Unies 

CON SElL 
ECONOMIQUE 
ET SOCIAL 

T.iNRESTIG C7E:O 

E/CH. 3/Su"v . 1/9/J\C.d .1 
13 f.ugust 19: ~.~ 

ORIGil\IJ\L: E!.'JGL:tSE 

Ander.dU!'l t o Iut&~~:im R!'Y')u;: -1; o':l 2'2~.a";:~1_e Sur,.r<•"'S Co.rr ied 01~t - -- ---· --. .. ____ .,. __ ~- - ·- -.- . ·-·- ·- ·- ·-
in Iii ff~:t·cnt Cc-unt_·i~i> - ·R- ;- ·-------·-

~Dot.:Pruant E/'t:::.N . 3/Sub . 1/9) 

TI;r!!l:ies to t he q;1e3·:;im11Js:'.::e 0::1 s aT:iJle sm·veys ile.ve b e r:m re.~e :ived 

from !:..: · .~}:nt ina, Czec:Joslovakia, Gr e e c e , I'er u a~1d Siam e.~·, ri Ur.itc.cl. 

Kingdom, since the COLlpletion of docu:nent E/C5. 3/f.u':> . l/9 . Gf these fjve 

countr :'.os ., only Czochoslova~ia a nd the UnHed Ki::lgd.om l1ad used san:.plinc 

rr.e·;;houE; i n var ioiJs field~ o~ enquir y. The descriptio!:ls of t he sur veys 

are g:Lven belo~;r . 

/ Cz.ECHOSLCVAKIA 
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Cz.EC3:C;SLOVAJ.I.L\ 

T}'le nore impo~·ta:'lt of t 1:.te se'Tlp'ie SU!.'VeJs cs r ... · :i. ed out 0~ the State 

StaHsUcal Offica of Czec!,ozlov·ak:.a. e r e: C:escribed bel~.r : 

l. The surve~r of milk productior>. wh·~ ch 

sto.rteci in ~-936 i s Clone monthly ou e. e ::iinple basis. ln f3£,c h a:cea 

30 pe!' cent of l oca l i t:!.es a:L·e s elocted s.t racd(>JTI and special 

repcrters on rr.:D.k :::>:: o~.:G"';:·.on a..,.e 'lppoint eu . ':!:'J.i.'<:l··:~ a1·e ::~."boat. 

2,500 such repo:.."te~·s j_r. :Johem:.a. a na Morav-o-Silosie. . ~c- ·;h 

r eporter, wit hin his reportiP.g dis trict, sel::.c·i:;n at ~anrk,m 

15 kaeJ;.er s of r11il ch cows a.f"i~er c1.assif'y·i ng t hetl i ~1to ~ t~roui: :3 

accc:;,· ding to siz e of t}le:.r agr:'.cu l tw:-al holO.ings mnnely, a:t'013. 

unde:r :=; ha . , ; to 2C ha. ; a nd e ve!" 20 ha.. , so the.·~ each of thes e 

t~rpes of holdings are represE:<nted : n the sample . At th0 end of 

each month t 1l€ :ce~x;,:':"ters ca3..cule t e the a vAr e.ge 'J i elrl c.f mill~ per 

cvw 011 t he "oa~: 5.s o:c tl1e.tr :f::.gwr:.s an:l f: ~n:l the i m:'orraa't,ion by 

t :he fifth of 1he ne}..t month to the so~~atistical Ofi ice . The 

St at isti .:al C!:'ice, or. 'bas i s o.f the fj gl.C."e s of farm animals 

maint~>.ined by them, eot ima;::;es the to t a l mHk prod,Jction by 

districts anc'. -g:rov::.nce<' . 

'.rhe est~.nta.-l;.es fo!' qnantit ies of goat milk are made on o. 

similar basis except 'tl~ot only· 10 rer cent of t he goat kee~er:s 

of selected lc•Cbli"GJ.es e:ce inc luc.ed. in t :1e sam!)le . 

2 . E££g ~.9.~!C'd2,g : The s' li'V<::ys are orr.;anized on lines simile.r 

to those of the surveys of mi lk flruduction. 30 per cent of the 

local i ties ar e: sel ectee. at r andcm. There are about 3 ,000 

re-porters . 'i'he re·,9o:··~e::..· .:: are r eques ted to se:l.ee;t from tr..e farm 

animals censm: sl:.cct s of their distr icts , 15 :;>er cent o'!! the 

hen- breeders :.n such a way as to cover all the main \;rpes of 

breeders. The' m:.moer of t ens kep t by the breeoiers a:Jd "t.!"te 

average nu..11bel' of ee-gs l aid, a r e 1·epo:-ted every wor.th , e.nd on the 

ass l'.mption thHt tho m.1111ber of e ggs l aid da i::.y is con::;ta.nt , t:he 

estimates f or the various administrative areas and provinces ar~ 

built up. 

3. Production e.nd stocks of cereals and potatoes: About 4., 000 

farmer res pondents , scatter ed over Bohemia and I-1oravo- Siles ia, 

send in their r epor ts to the Ste.tistical Office by t!le twenty-eigl:.th 

of every month. Their reports r e f e r to t!leir oHn farms onl y . On 

basis of t he::;o figures, the est i mates fer t he whole a r ea 

/(iucluding 
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( iu.clucl.iue ahout 1,000, 000 f e rrns) are calcu::.zte d . 

(c) ft::.1:!~.?.~.0.E .. ~~cl~~1~L~!?E.:"~LllP."!:i~A-ar.tt_;e.!):..~s 
1. E~~n'.l,y_l2:!. ~.!)J... E.'~'l"'sl.Y : l<'rolll the 8ar ly reont hs of ~94 7 a nu;nbe::­

cf ~a•a;_:; ~.e IJI')t.seho1 ds :1ave been selected to keep day-tc -day 

acccnwts of tl:e~.r 5.ncomes a~1d axpeno.it·u.:res fer a perj_od of one 

yeo::: . By t he e nd of Juue 19~-S , the nUUJber uf households keeping 

sucb. acc :::>Unts ;-~.mc-:..111ted ~o on~y 61:,2 a l t ho1J8h tne p~.anned quota 

was a thousfl.l.id . The l.Ln c:~;;ehoJ.ds were t'ot seJ ected at ranaom beca u.;e 

e1ese responCents 1-:ere voluntcc:..~s , but amo:1gs t the voltm-'.;eer s the 

ho-.~se~lOlds <ler.a s0 ~ .. ectcd in sue!• a -vre..y as to cove:c all ·~er.,• i.torj.al 

va;: :~ations :md, within these !"3Gior,s, 1:.~-·~~-· urbe.n and l'·l.lra l distri cts , 

in O.ue pr oport i on . The e~quir,y :b..;).s 'be en liwited t.o a nun;ber of 

:con- agricul tt<ral occul;ationa.l ~rc·~•::?s ol1ch as, industrial ;vorkers , 

trv.n.er s ar..~d trades!l'en~ ana -")(;n~'- 'r~er::; . 

2 . ~~ole~~; :: ... "'}!:l .~ .. :~ ~ ~· .~:'. _ _,_· -.:· ;~: :rr;;;. [,:::.t~· se2.edcd comprJ21ies 

r e-port t he pr i -::es c:t' r, e :v~c::;ed a:··;.i.cl~::: , on -t:'::l.e be:J5.s of which 

the index m.lliiiH:n ·s of 1:ho:es<1le pr.:.ce.s a,;.·e c£.. ·.~1 1late~. 

calcule tJ0n of -::ost of l ·b i?J.g ! .J..:> x no r11 -~)0rs, !"i:)"\:iail pr ices of 

fouds tu::'?s , r •Jd+-ing , l i ghting ar,j ether ~~eCE.~s ::.ties , e.r c 

co:'..lect ej f~·m:J. i :-03 s3::.e:: t ed 1 oer,~. -'. t iec . Pr~.ces of b•.lilriins 

:rr.at erie.ls an..::. ~ ~.:-.gr-:;.:; i :c. bu:l.l ~in~{ ~ . .:;,t:n:..1 ~ : · y a r e abo collected on a 

sample bc;.eis to ca~ ~~ ll ~ at'" t ) e ~-:l uEr3i:Jg cost j ndex nur:1be:cs . 

Auc_jus t 1940 and samp·.:.e investigatj.o:ns of the econc.·mic condi ticn of 

the cr afts and trade s started ic 191n and co:!lt inued until 1944 . A 

network of selected res:po.1de:crts f~~-rnish&d ~nformation r egularly . 

A :revi.sed quarte:t~ly sample survey of the crc> . .fts and tra dE;s to 

c .,llr~ct informt:::~ ion on sales 7 overh.:;ad charge s , wages and salaries 

i ::; expe~ted to start f r om l J anuer y 19~9 . The sampling fraction will 

be about 10 per cent . The data will be col l ..::-cted by the district 

s t atist i ca:!. staff -who will be c,s sisted by professional gr~mpings of 

the trndes . The samples will be s e lected a.fter class tfyj_ng the 

e stabli~h:ments int o differe~lt size e:n.)UpS tiDd into d:..fferent 

aJ:ministr ative areas . 

( <l ) Statistics regard~nr.: ·~o1ages 

Since 1941, quart erly su::-veys of wages ht.1re been car ried o~t en a 

sa~ple b~sis . The data collected refer to t he nureber of working and 

clerical personnel by categor ies , hours lmrked; wages and salaries , 

/during 
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during the week of tnvest i gat:i o:n. All the enterprises have be·3n 

classj.f:ie~. by industries and itit~in. it:dt.:stries by l-rages regions . 

These he.ve fl1rther ·)een sub-clivi<l.0d into throe ,;. g1·cups namely, small, 

medium and. la:cge enterprises. Info:_•i.llat).on is collected f1 ;)ID 

selected e:.ter~-:-:.se. ; within these groups b;y means of mail 3d 

questionnaires . A :1igher proportio:.l of la.rgsr enterpl'~.ses and 

conpe.r ati 17ely,··, a lt.)·;er 1::::-o) o:c-t i on o:f smai.le::.• elltel·Ilc'.:.~: ec ; a 1.·e int:- luded 

i:1 the sample. 

(e) St~tis~ics rgg:~.rdit>£L£.?:£.Ulati~ 

No use has so far been made of sampling methods in relat ion to 

population statisti-:~s. THo examples w:i:lere sum:pling will be used in 

tile m.:ar future may be cit-ed below. 

1. ~ces.~in.L,E_ast . .!~-~..E::ls of'_v_~:::,al -~t:t_2tic~: The 

chronol ogical ;;aries of vital statistics star-ting from 1875 down 

to the present il!ls interrupted dur:\.:ng the First Horld Har. 'I~e 

unprocessed roate!'5.a1 on marriages 1 births and deat?.1s for the 

year s bet~ve<Jn 1911~ and 1919 a.re however availabl e. Due to l ack 

of funds for a .!e.lY'.!:irlg all t~.1..s c~ e date,J a sampl e of the me.terj.al 

will be taken for anal:•G is. 

2. Pre lill_!_ir·~~- ana 1.:-y-s 2-E- in 19~.9 . ..2~~: In or der to satisfy 

as quickly as pcss:l.ble the c.emand for the resul ts of 1950 

census of population, a sa:.!rple of' queet :'.~:<:0.neires vlill be analyzed 

first and the !."esul ts ,Aill be stepped up to ino.ico.te the pos:i.tion 

of the whole p::>pul ation. P.esults of exhaustive compilation will 

be publ ished at a later stage. E}~eriments will be made with the 

results of the abridced :91~7 populati on enumer:::,tion to decide 

on the method of sample selection. 

Surveys by ~tb~a_g~~ies 

1. Sa~S?_le sur-veys oy Min~istry of Food: The Hinistry of PoC>d 

carries out in•1estigations on a sample basis to collect 

information on the various aspects of food and nutrition. The 

fol lowing three investigations are examples of recent surveys : 

(i) An enquiry into the consumption of vegetabl e and 

potatoes in 100 fami l ies i n frague - September 1947. 
(ii) An enquiry into the consumption of meat, mil k, eggs 

and cheese in 400 famil ies in Pr ague in October, 

November and Decem'cer 19!~ 7. 

(iii) An enquiry into the sustenc.nce of 200 juveniles in 

Prague in Apr·il 1948. 

The investj.gations >-rere car!'ied out by t~ained f .omale 



i!':.v0stigators . The detailn of the meth:Jd of smnple selectlon are 

:?1.:p~~::r-1u.i~t;;: Czech speal:i :Jg pov·:.l o.';icn ba:~"'2::g 0ou:pleted 

eighte:::u yaars of age is co:r;s ide:red t:·lo univc:r·se for c~quiry . 

Tile size of sample usually varies be~ee:n 1,000 to 1, 300. In 

sel-3cting sam;.,les at Iundom, cm1sidera.t ion is pP.,id to su~~· 

aspects es regi~n2.l ch~ra.~'ceristics, size of pcpt;1atio~ of the 

localities , s&x, age, occ~p~~ionR etc . Voluntary assistants, 

who rece iv-s: ~:r.::t1.ni:'1g by cor :resp ::>nO.:s r.ce co~rses and '\~ho r eceive 

qua?'terly preni uus, ac·;; as repo!'t9:.!'s . ty:_., ::;) reporters select 

MaJ~3~fl.l~_;_1: The Inc;titt~t~ ccllecto data en e sample b.:.s ::..s , 0~1 

a.gri-:-t~j.tural problc:'iS i!.:><.:tly of e~onoilic che.:;:·a~ter . :::he most 

impo:rtant of these is e.i:1 investigat:'..on, by d..;y-tc - day account 

keeping m;~t~oC. , into the i!lCOi:!les e.nd ~n.:po::.ditures of fa:·m~::-s 1 and 

f'ar:n "t;orkers 1 bousellolds . Other kir.;!s of i::J.vestigations ar e 

concern~d with the costiv~ o-: e.gricuJ.tural produce, and the 

ce.pacity and. utilization o:f agricul turs.l machinery. All the 

enquiries e,:.~e done by cpecia.l reporter s \>Tho send thei:r. 

s·catements to tha Insti-tute. 

/UNI'l'.E!l Kll\TGD~H 
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lJNI'1'FD :r<IHGDOIY! 

· · The s ·urveys described do not co7er all tbe sam:pl e sp:c·~;·(~ys m1Certal~en i:; 
'tiy ; t~3 Creve.~.·m:!eJJ.'j Depar trn€:nt3 ·on; sbould be r egarded as illns t :ra t :l_-.re of 

j • 

~li~ : ;w:.d~ being done in the diff€rent fieJ.ds of enqui ry . The de": a ils 

~t t he sunre:"s cer:cied out by r es eerch inst~ tutes , e i ther Ill'ivately or 

~nder govermttent g:..•sni.;s, a nd t:y cozmnerc iel ar;.d industrial concerns , :;;ne 

not included he~e . 

l, f2I.>yl a,t'i.:_c-!!! 
I n past C9uauses v~ Pcyuh:.t::or~, tna l act of which ,~as taken in 2-931 , 

no use of saiu:pl e tec.hntque.s Has ruad.e . The use of such techniques in 

connection with the next Ce~sus t o be hel d in 1950 or 1951 i s under 

consideration . 

2 . Vital Stetistics 
~·--- ·--·--· ..__-

An example of sa.mpl i ilg l7ork in this field is the ~~ey of Slclmess 

·ubich has been carr ·led C'..lt n!onthly since 194lt. . Tn-:.s enquiry is undertal<en 

by t:l:e Social Survey, wl: ich i3 a Govel·n:m-::nt organi ~at ion set up during 

the recent vre.r in order to UlldeJ.·toke enqui.r ies on soc i a l :;..n<l allied 

su~Jects ~n behal f of ot her Gove·rnn:e~'lt r..epe r tmen.ts , 

Details of the Sur '\;e·•r of Si ckness - - ·---- ·----"-------
Srunp1es of persons of age 16 or over e:ce intervieHed. every mouth 

at t he homes of the pe:.:~:ons se2-ect·~d. , en.d de~.ia ils a:::-e obtai.!led ccncern.ing : 

I:!l.cid.erLce of illne~ s , in,~u:." ~ e s e:ml :i.ncapaci t y 1 includ.ing nature 

C.(;: illness, durat'lc·n , nnrube1· of medica.l consultations . 

An analysis of thef e factors according to sex, ag'3, occupation, 

etc. is made . Pa.rt icipe.t:!.on in the survey is entir e l y Yoluntary ·out 

r ef usals a:·e so excepttonal as to have no e.ppreci a.bl e effec'c on the 

val idi ty of the data . 

§~~~_:i~ i "Q!: Th~ : administrative areas into which England and Wales i s 

divided are strati~'ied ·oy reg:lf,)n ; and wi t h in r eGion into rural er0as e::'Jd 

diffennt ~izes of urban ar eas. A sample of about 70 ndl:l.in i strati ve a~·.a.sa 

is se l ected from the strll t a r.c formed; f:r·crJ each ar ea so sel 13cted a sub ­

sample of i tid'iv i <!U•\lfi ·is chol!c.u by withd:;::"mri ng ca=ds at e'lual i ntervals 

from the regist er of t he local Nationa l Registrat i on Office . The 

numbers of persons in t~e s ub- sampl es are so chosen that each region -

and vrithi n each r egion the rural areas and t he differ ent sizes of 

urba~1. a~eas - is represented in t he correct pr oportion in the final 

sample of individuals. 

Sample size : A sa1:1:pl~ of 3,000 i s Sf)l ected; this is a S!:impling 

fraction of 1 in 10,000.. A fresh s runpl e is chosen. ee..ch month . 
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TJ·erc e:..-e c. u>::nbc-:- of exa:1:.>!.'Js :>f c::>m:::: j n,~ '~c.r~r 1n t :h1::: fi eld; t ile 

f :i:::st "t!/O c :.tei be~ow re1.a.te ·to t .... 0 U!lC:'n.:.llo:ym~llt i l'lsnrence sc:i.er.Je . 

A,-.:.J-311•1-sex &nalys:s of' -rer sonc i nsu::ed. ago.iu~t 1merrrp·1 .. )yment - --------·- ·-- -....-.--- ·- ~-- -···- ·-··.,·~·- · ·-- - -- --
in Gree t.. Br:;:tai.n ··-··- - - -· -- --.. -

'I-l i s ex~J1.1;>:'..e, whilst not of gre3.t intrins i.e i.r.terest , is l:orth 

m€.ntio::"11g as an ea1·l~· a,!lpl:!.cat:'.on of s9.1liple tecr.Jd.ques . The analysis 

haJ bae:n carried ont annnally s i nce 1924. 

::'ri0r to 5 July 1948, t te 5.ndvrt'1nc~ cards to -,.,h~.ch uneruployment 

i.nsura:r: ce coutr:l.bu·:; iOi'l s ~t:omps 'Were attached. ''ere fcr~•arded each year at the 

l'-::!g5nn~.na of ;;u;.y b y t he insur ed perGons to t he local office of the 

~li 1lil:i try cf ! [.t • ..>O'.lr ; blank cc:ut ribu-l;ion carda co·.rering t:'le succeeding 

12··mo!lth !)e~·ioi ,.:~i.·e iest<e>d by t he r1in!.stry of labour office in exchange . 

The strumped cards a t local offices ver9 b~dled in hundreds and 

for.~arded to a centra: o:'f'ice . :0:01·e tl\O cards l-rer e sel ected from eaeh 

l>Ui10.le; one abont Olleuth::i.r.! &.Dri the oi;ber ebout t wo-thirds the Hay 

th:·m1~h t!!e blilldle . jfrom th: s 2 per cent sn.np.lc of cards ( co~J'ering 

about 300,000 p~rso~s) an ag~-ar.a -~eA ~~~lysis of f Crsons insur ed ~gajnst 

\!nemploymeu'.:; i-7as o"bta ::.ned . 

(b) ~nnlysi,E_C?..tJ.!!~ured en!i' .. oye~Ll?er:!.~ by .J.ndJ:lSt,!'Y (Great . Brita in) 

In the pas-c , the t;nemplcy.nE'.nt insm·ay-.ce cards e:.~chengecl an,-,ually 

et the '0egir.ming of July l'l..a.ve been c]_assi. ~j.ed according t o tbe i ndustry 

L'l 1·~1-. i.c:h the in3ured person has ~cen emp~.oyed . This analysis (;~:n ::.ch 

cove~;e(l. 100 per cent of the cards exchanged) f ormed the ba.s:!.s of t he 

s t a t i s tics of emJlOJ~ent in the di~fe:ren~ industr:es . 

Under the new National Insurance scheme , which came into e ffect 

en 5 .,Tuly 1948, the annual exchange of ol:l stamped contribution ca.rJs 

for ntm blank cftrds will ~ot take place at one particula r date i n the 

yc~r . In order t o spread the l ead of wo~k more evenly throughout the 

year, one-quarter of ins~~d persons ( i . e . about 6 million persons ) 

\1111 o~:cho.nge t!lei::c cards annually in July, one-quarter vill do t he same 

annually i n October , one- quarter i n January, and the r emaining quarter 

in April - u "st aggered" exchange of cards . As a. result the industrial 

analysis of insured persons at each of t he four exchange dates i n each 

yeur wi ll be baaed on a 25 per cent sampl e of t he insured persons ' cards . 

~1et:ho<l of ft ll0cai!~P: c~rds -~2. t 1'!_e_ f9uuxchange dates 

At the last exchange under the old syste:n, the cards of i nsured 

per sona Hhich "t>Tere handed i:n ·t-rere a lloca t ed t o the f our exchange 

da,tes (J uly, October , January er.d April} i n a syst ematic manner; thus 

t he l st, 5th, 9th •... cards in the stack were allccatad to the Jul y 
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'i.'he errcr i':'l. the es tioat c ot er:.~~-OYJ"l<mt i n a !)articul a...- iuduatry 

: at any exch::mge date '\>Jill C.~pend. m.1 the size of the i nQ.ust::·y in 

· ques·:J:i.on. E\ :>:r an ~.;~dt~:>try e::!\pJ.oyi:.~g 50 ,000 pe:rso:1s the strmdard 

.error will be of tlw order of 3/4 p~r cent. 

By averaging t.he estimates of e~rl~JL'IO::n·t; a·:. t he fonr o~c~1enge 

dat es an estin>a.te in derive.! of ave:-:-a~<.:l enp:to~-:n·:.nt at t he four 

·dates , and the e·rrore ettll~h:l.ng to such an es·L:'.rnate wil). be 

suqstantia1.l y smalJ.or than 11:en't~.uned. a"uove. ':'!1e eJ•ro:NJ in this 

case a:ce de:pe:-tde:ut on the size of industry U:tde:r COi1Si•:!.eJ:a·c~.0n and 

on the mobility of :.ahour fron one ·tnCJ.up·cry to a;).C.:.th~:..·~ i::." in fact 

mob il:l'li:J is zero, the erro:cs ar.J zero for all ind•wti•tes . 

(c) Em'Tllo:<,~:lt .J.n 1~he build i ns ~ c·; .. -rii l e::J:ft~·!~~~.:_int~ :'':.!}~~.!.'.?.~~ 

in Great B.L'i ta ·:.n ---·-·· ----... -·-·-
Th'3 building and ci,•H e;::3:i.noering industries a:::-e o~gn~ized in a 

··large nuni::>er of small un::~;s . '!'he total mofuer of Illt:lle operatives ae;-:Jcl l6 
···: 
.18.Dd ·over employed ot t he end of ee.ch I:l,jnt:1 :!.s de·c'3nd.ued from a sar1ple 
.!, ·. 
:ot . firms, the first s ampJ.e being t aken in St'.)te:mber 19!~5. (In add.iticn 

' J 

;.:there is a quarterly cer.s.us of all fil'ms at t-7hich i:u.for:nation on other 
i! 

liatt.ers besiC.es enployoeu:- is r e quest-3d). The census ar:.d saople retcrns 

:~ made by postal sclleli1..1e . 

;.,. Sa.D!Ple §.esi~: ?he uni11erse of fir ms is str atified according to 

the riumber of ma l e C•:pe::..·at ives e~ployed a t the date to which the 

.most r ecent cens us 1·efers .. O~:t'l:rnlLl sampling fractions are employed, 

va.ryj.ng f r om 1/1 (lC·O per cent sample) for large fil·ms to 1/100 for 

'V the small firns. A1:out 6,000 firt:ls out of 120, 000 are approached, 

of '~hich about 90 p€ r cent r espond. 

SBffiPle error: The standard error of the estimate of tvtal enployment 

is of the order of 1/2 per cent. 

IndustriaJ~roducticn 

An exampl e of a sat~lfle sunrey in this field is the ::nonthJ.y enquir y 

1;~0Jl8St firms in the £!£.!pi ng indust!Z i n G:::-eat Britain, undert~ken since 

,~9~ by · the Board of Trace. Here again t he industry is organized into 

~· large number of firms (about 14,000) , of >:hich about two-thi rds employ 

·10. ·or less workers. The data r eturned o:t the postal questionr..aires 

:~late to (a) consumption of different mRterials during the preceding 
;~:- . 

:~th; (b) stocl-cs of these materials at the end the month, and (c) saleE: of .. . \ 

:a.itterent t~.fies of garments • 
:i : 

';;~:: The universe of firns is strat:i.fied by (a) the firms • principa.l 

-~~t (nine strata) , ani {b) the r..U!llber cf '\>rorkers employ'3d at a base 
-~ ·. ·-.·,.;. Ser.rc,l inl'!' t':•flr~t.innr. ,;;:: ·,~u-;n c· ;> ... !",~"~ 1 /1 f'_._,.. '1-n.o 1 a ·,.,.,o f'~ ...... , +"', / c;(\ 
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]'~om 'the data SUP}?l:'..acl by a S9rnple of 300 fi rllls, j I!.di ces of usage 

and stc·~ks of the d;. t'fe!:ent r~ te:::ia:8 , a .!•1 i!.:Ld icc;> ;:;f eales of di:'fere:nt 

"t~J1.lGS o"~ gar"nents a::.·e calctlla"ted . r:r:he size and. desigi! of t :he sa':Tple are 

, , present tmc'i er 1·e\'~ ew l-71 th the ob~ect of reducing the sam:~:'...ing e:.~rcrs 

to "rhtch t l:.e 1.r:clices a:;.·e curren':,J.y sub.:ject . 

5" ~~~~ ·~<:2?:.:.~'"~~~~:.<: 
I:: ·tz .. e examl)le to be quo-:ed - ~!.!_e_l'fa·~~l:.J"~r~ St~:;:z.ey o!_!:~~l_2nc! 

!!_I~v!al·~.,Lo_f_~9~~~- 4:}_ - :!nfor met io:n ·Has ob~ained f:?:"cro eve::.7 rr,:;mbe:r of ~;he 

popu~.ation (i .e. from eve:·~' fann or ogricu:L ·:~u:fl.l L.eldines ) , and Gaop!ing 

WRs used mereJ.y for the evaJ.uat ton of nat::.onal a.pd county a.ggregates 

2nd. averages e~.:c . The primary aim of the su:rve:r 1-tas ~o assist the 

arl:rinirrt;ra'Cj.ou of the loca:!. cormutttGes set up t o d::.rect the ;var-t i me 

food pr::>ductiou campaign; the analysis of' t he r eturr.s to gi•re nntioncl 

and co1mty totals ,.ras not the prirr.9.::..·~· a~.m . 

In:f'Ol'Jtl§-~ ~~J.l~c-~eq: It' rom each o:f 300, 000 holdir:gs (of 5 acres 

o:;..~ above) iLifo:.r:r.aticn waz col '!.ected •:m the f'oJ.lo~-ting sutjects 

(inter a Ha) : 

A. rJa.tu':'e c :f -!;enu:re ( 't:>nant or O'WT'e:c); l eagth of occupation . 

B . Re:rtt of holci. ing o1·) :ln. t.ne case of an mmer-occupler, the 

estimated rental vaJ.ue. 

C. Natu~e oi soil. 

D. Condi.t:i.ons of fal'ruhot~se , b uj.ldj:ngs , roads, f ences, etc" 

E . Infestation by anima:!. a.'td ::.nsect pests ar.d weeds . 

F . Type of 1-1ater su·t?ply, and of electricity sup~ly (if any) . 

Fo~ some of this data the ~~.cld -worker had to use his j •Jogr;:ent on 

I!·Jh:::::-s not susceptible of e8.sy quant'itative measureMent . 

The inforrnat ion f r om t he Survey pro1Jer was co.::::"b:!.neo. with that 

derived from the agricultu:ral census r etl.i.rn of 4 J uz!e 191+1 ; ti1i.s ga.ve 

details of th0 numbe:..•s of livestock .and acreage of different c:cops 

on. each holCI.ing . 

Sampl_~ .iesian : The un:i..verse of sm·vey r et urns '~as stratified by 

countieg and •·l ithin counttes by acr eege of lioJ.ding . ~·ne sampling 

fract ions were dependent en the size of holding only, varying frc-m 

1/1 for holdings of 700 acres and a.bove to 1/20 for holdiDgs of 

5 to 25 acr es . The sample contained 40 1000 hol dings , or 14 per cent 

ot' t he population. 

Infor mation deduced from tha o::tatisticaJ. e.n~lysi~ 

Much of the analysis was done separa t ely for each county 

and gave information on such metters as : 

distribution. of holdings by ecreage ; 
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· prop<J:;;ti ons of ohvldings occ up~.ed by tenants and by o~mers; 

ave::.•cge r ent :pOl' ac::'e f er c.iffc:rent size::. of h-:>:l.dir.g; 

cli s t:::-i bution o:~ hoHiz:e s by munber of farm cottages ; 

prop~rt:c1: of ho1ding:3 with electrici ty. 

The sampling errors va:::y :for the uiffer ent H;ems of inforaation 

derived, but we.:ce not consgered to be aufficiently l arge: to r ender 

invalid compar ison ~Jet"re~Sn t:.ifi'ererr!:i counties . 

Note: Fuller U.ete.Es o"!: t ;Je Su:;.·vey are given i n "Nation-?..1 :F'arm ·-
Survey of Er.g!.:·md and Wales l?!a-· ~3 , l~ Su:nmr..:ry l.:ft:1gort". Published 

by li.M. Sta tio:1er y Office, 191;.6 . 

9!R.ital ex:;>~i.dit~:r;!:..EY indurrt;:cy in CreAt~ta:l..:n 

Hi'!iherto little or no in:-~:n·!'!lil-t:l.on on capital eA"P.end~tu::: c l:y ind~.!A~ry 

lias been availab l e , t hough ques-:;icr.s on tbi3 toplc are to be inC\l?p::~rated 

irl f u·t ur e C~l.:BU!>es ot P~·llduc·~io:!::. . I . .>. :.;~1!J n:-::~:nt:!.me t he Gt:ve:"!r.len·:: De~ari;mP-:tts 

concerned a1:e pr .)posing t o u:nde:ct ake a sa.mp~.e survey in CFJl'~liin fields 

ot industry (notably in nanufac~uring industry) to ascerta in pa::;t cr.pita l 

e~ndi t ure ; t he firs~ s urvey, which wEl be car1·ied out by means of a 

:Postal questi~IL'1aire , wLl ask for eXIJenditur e in t he year 191.t.7 enalyz~d 
'. 

letween (a.) bui.ld.ing and c i vil er.gi neeri ng "J(J:tk; (b) plent and machi nery, 

aha. (c) vehi.cl es . 

San:wl~~st_m : The unive1·se of estabHshments will be strattfied 

(a) by t ~.1e number of workers employed at each establioh:nent, ar2d 

(b) by broad i ndnst1•y gronj?s. Sal:!!}; l i ne frs.c t i ons will vary according 

to (a). 

~of sam-o2.P. and .. £~_!llple -~.2:'2!: It is proposed to include a;,out 

3,000 e s t ablisbraentB in t he fi rst sur'j8y1 r epresenting perhaps 

4 per cent of the f: .eJd to be CfJvered ::.n t he firs t enquiry. It 

is thoug~t that t he final est imate of capit?.l 8~;enditure may be 

subject to a s~andard er ror of the order of 3 per cent . 

7. Ra_ge s and ~i.l!.~ 

'l."he Ministry of Agri.cultur e ts vlage I nspectors annually col lect by 

interview data on hours <,f worlt a::::1 ca:rni~:gs of C:.ifferent c l asses of 

ag.r~cult·u.ral la~our i n E:1glantl antl. vJales ; the fir st survey covered 

~i::1gs etc. in the y~aJ ' 1946. A similar survey for Sco~:.and i ::> 

uti4ertaken by the Department of Ag:;:-iculture for Scotland . 

< • . . 

· ~ 

J : 

Sam:ttl~!!.@ : ?he uni ve1·se of agricultural holdings i s str atified 

. (a) by county and (h) by t he nm'lber of r egular ad.ul't male vorl•ers 

on the r espect ive holdir..gs at e. ~asa date . Sa;n:pling f ract ions ~rhieh 

vary according to the n tlJllber of such ~.vorl~ers ar e used . 
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Q.~~ o£_2.?!!:.'2}-e and -~!!Jlli.P~- err_Q~: 'llhe sample consists of 2 :?er cent 

of nl.l hcld:i.ngs (or 3 1/2 per cen·t oi' the agricuJ:tilJ;,~al la0ocr force ) ; 

Le. eb out 5,000 .hold:.ngs are inch1ded in the survey. '.Phe standctrd 

errors of the estim.<rtes of average eaJ;nings for t he main classes 

of labour a.r e about 1/2 per cent . 

8. F<!mily £_~dge-t;;....!_xpeno it~~ 

An iml?ortant survey on t he exp-:.mdi t ure of working--class households 

w·as undartal<en by t he I>'itnist:ty of :r..abo1.1r i.n 1937-38 in connection v tth 

the Cost o!' Living Inde x; th$ results of thi s Survey have been incorporated 

in the ne'l-1 "Interim Index of Reta i l Price~:!'' - a rr.onthly index which, since 

June 1947 has r eplaced t he old Ccst of Living Ii.ldex. 

A des.cri ption of the 1937-38 e:Qqu~.!'Y is given in the "!>11nistry of 

T..abour Gazette" of :lecet~"jm~ 19~·0 . About 22,000 heads of households 

t-Tere ap?rOfl.clled and invit:~d to -:: ::-m:!_:Jle"'.::e s~ts<J.11les cf their households' 

expendi"bure in ead;. ::•f :fo1n • '"e~,Jro ~n t ;:Je yea~ bee:i::::.>J.ing October 1937; 

about half this nu:.;t er co~;l!'leted the s-:!1eduhs satisfactorily. The heads 

c:? households wel'c :> ·~~lec-1:: \:Jd for the most part fro~ the register of persons 

insured aga.inst UJJt-:qJloym~nt; -w:~.e:·e a pe;:•sc-?! selected at r~dom fron this 

ree:;iste~ ~,ras found r~ot to be the head of a household, hi~ name waE~ r ejec·ted 

from the sample list. 

A new use to w:1ich family budget data may be put is the improvement 

of national i ncon:e end expeno.i t '.ll'e statistics . To this end sample 

surveys of the whole pop·-.1l ation of the Unit ed King<!.om ha:7e .just begun 

i n order t o estimate the nat ion's expenditure on items on which present 

data are inadequate , s uch as domestic service, medical expenses , and re.Pair 

and maintenance of house property. 

To maintain up-to-date information the enquiries 1-Till need to be 

r epeat ed regularly, and lvhere the expenditur e is seasonal enquiries \·rill 

have to be undertal\:en several times a year . Different samples v ill be 

invi t ed to give details of different items of expenditure, and it is 

hoped ult·5.mately to obtain data Ofl all consumer expendit ure . 

Sampling unit: For some i tems of expenditure the sampltng unit 

will be the individual; for other items of expendit ure it vill be 

t he household. 

Method of enquir y: The alternative methods of (a) interview alone , 

and (b) completion by the informant of a schedule (in addition to 

interviews) will be tried out. Informants lrill be asked to state 

thei r expenditure on specified items dur i ng a specified t ime period; 

the length of this t ime period uill vary vi th the i tem of e:;;:pendi ture 

according to the frequency vith which disbursements are made . 
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Select5.·.:r.. of the s::mnle : Thi s l.fill ';:Ia on the sarue general lines as - --- ·------~ 
for t lla Su:.:"rey o.f S :~ ck:;.1ess {see above ). 

SP..m"tl!nLt:~~-'t:2:.2!! : T~:i.s 'Will vary ~:!."'till the item of e~en.d.i tm·e. 
For items cf ei:;>end.:i.o;ure cv:m:~"Jun to ell classes of the COJil!lltr.1i ty, 

SEi:'nphs of nbou·~ 2, 000 ~r 3, 000 individuals (or householci.s) ere 

being considered . :•fllis is a se:r:pli:::1g f2'acticn of 1 in 15,000 in 

the case of individllals) . 

Sa:n~.PJL~~ : A Btandard e rr,,r of ths o:r0.er cf 2 1/2 per cent 

on in:iivi<lual i t.ems of eX1,1en'1i tu:r.e "1:> being aimed at . 




