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(Memorandum by tne Secretary-General) 

1. At tho )8th meeting of its third session the Sub-Commission considcrec a 

propust:.l "1h:i.eh hacl been made at ~to second session, that a Year-book on Minorities 

be publishecl by tho Secretariat once every thr·3e years •. !./ In view of cmmnents 

made by scvoro.l :rlJC;mbers, the Su'b-Cornm:i.ssion decided that tho item "Yourbook on 

Minorities 11 m:i.c,ht usefully be deferrecl and the proposal 'Was withdrawn on the 

undorstancU.nc; that it would be considered again at the Sub-Commission's fourth 

session'. 

2. In thio cmli10Xion the Secretary-General respectfully dra"ls the attention 

~)f the Sub-Commis8ion to the Yet:trbook on Human Bights published under the authori~ 

of tho Economic c.nd Social Council, of -which four issues - those for the years 

1946, 1947, 1948 e,ncJ 1949 - hava so far appearoo. The publisht::d volumes of the 

Yct.crbook incluclc numerous consti tutionol and legislative provisions, administr&tj~ 

regulations, yrovioions in inte~at;ional treaties an~ agreements, and decisions, 

resolutions anrl rccommcrulations of UnitE>d N"'-tions bo0ies and bodies of specializec". 

acE-ncies vlhich arc of relevance to the study of tho problems of prevention of 

cliscrim:tnaticm ano pro·tection of minori Gies. 

3. Resolution 303 H (XI) (of 9 August 1950) o:f the Economic and Social Council 

provides for :,,_ ce:cta.in change in the structure of the Yearbook which is also 

relevant '00 Gh<::. px·osentation of the problems of preventj_on of diserimination and 

protection of min0rl.ties in futuro Yr.:;arbooks. 

"};./ Gee c'loctunent E/CN,·4/35G, paras. 62 Mel 63 
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4. Resolution 303 II (XI) provides t11at beg:lnning es.j~ooh a·~tJ?P~sibl\:' b\tt ndt

later thc:.n 1-1ith the Yoarb')ok for 1951: 

(a) Each vo1Ulll6 of the Yearbook shall contain a ccmpilation _concerning 
. . . 

th0 application, and so far ai3 .nE)cessa:vy,!; :the evoluti,on. in as many countries 

as possible of one of the rights or of a group of closely related rights 

set forth in the Universal Declaration of Hu.znan Rights. This compilation 

shall be prepared from information supplied by Governments and may include 
' < < ' < • ·~ • ' ! ' .~· ' > ; ~.'' ·, ' •• ~ ; 

digests of this information prepared· by the Secretary-Gepel:'al and shall be 

d.ocumDntecl by reference to legislative enactxoonts and other authoritative 

sources; 

(b) For this purpose, the Secretary-General shall draw up a plan for 

the consid.E.Jration of the Comm:tssion on HUill4tl Rights 1nd+oo.ting, !,'or a. 

numbe~ of years. ahead, which right qr ,group Qf rights ,.l?l}Pul:d be. treatJ;ild; .i.~. 

e'ach year. 

5. Pursuant to·. tbis res.olution t$ Secretary~neJ;"a.J... submitted to the ee.ve~~h 

session of the Comm.ission on Human Ril;hts a pl~:n for future Yearbooks on Human . 
. 1 ~ . 

Rights_ in Docum;mt E/CN.4/522 0f 9 March 1951.. The Yea;rb.ook on Human Rights, .. 

:bowever, was one of tho items of ~e agenda of the Seventh Session of the Co~ias~cr. 

on Human. Rights which; as stated in its Report to tho _Econo~ic and Soc.ial Col.W!Cil , . 

(d·:::>cument E/199'2) .the. Com.ission found· imp0Sf?ible tf' consi~er. d1,.1ring that s.ef?sion, 

ilue to lack of time. 

6. In su.e;sest:ing a plan fQr future Yearbooks, the 8ecretary-GenEilral :prePfi:red 

two lists !or the years 1951 • 1955, one enumarat1ng personal and poli,tic~l r=i;ghts,, 

the other economic, social and cultural righ:ts, with the ~erstanding that·., :;,•·. 

:priority· sh(,ntid be accorded either to List 1 or to List 2, o:r that the two l·iB,~fS • 

may bo conibine.9- in some way' so aa to indic.ate a scheme of worl,t for the ~n .. year 

period from 1951 to 1960. 

7. 'The following rights. or groups ?f rights which are .. :;s:Pecially releyant to. 

the work o;f ·the Sub-Commisf;!ion appe9-r in the two 11ets: 

. ~nal 'fl,tld. :Poli ttcal.!lighte _ 

Equality before the law, equal prott:iction of the law without ar;y discrimination, 
.... _..'*'. ;·,···.'•':• 

equal protection against eiJY discriPf,inQ.tion .in yiole ... t.ion 9f the: V;ntversal. . ' .. . ' ·' " . ' 

Dealu~ation,. and· equal protection against any incitement to such discrtmination. 
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Freedom to choose a spouse 1 mtu"Tiage to be entered into onJ.y with the free 

and full consent of the intending spouses' the right to marry and found a 

family without discrimination due to race, nationality or religion; equal 

rights of husband and wife as to marriage, during marriage and at its 

dissolution; protection of the family by society and the State. 

Economic 1 Social and Cul ~~ Ri~hts 

1951 
Special care for and assistance to motherhoOd and childhood; the same sccial 

protection for all child.ren whether bprn in or out of wedlock. 

1953 
Right to education, availability of technical and vocational education, 

equal accessability to secondary and higher education on the basis of merit, 

prior right of parents to chooeo the kind of education for their children. 




