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of Czechoslovakia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

I have the honour to forward herewith the communiqu~ (annex I) and the
document ent itled "Towards Increasing the Effectiveness of the conference on
Disarmament in Geneva" (annex 11) issued at the session of the COl1l1\ittee of the
Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the States members of the Warsaw Treaty held at
Prague on 28 and 29 October 1987.
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I would be molt grateful if you could have this letter and its annbxes
circulated al an oft~cia1 document of the Genara1 Assembly under agenda items 15,
17, 19, ~2, 25, 26, 39 and 40.
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ANNEX I

Communiqu6 from the session of the Committ~e of the Ministers
for Foreign Affairs of States parties to the Warsaw Treaty

A regular session of the Committe~ of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the
States parties to the Warsaw Treaty on friendship, c~operation and mutual
assistance was held at Prague on 28 and 29 Ootober 1987.

The session was attended by Mr. P. Mladenov, Minister for Foreign Affairs of
the People's Republic of Bulgaria, Mr. B. ChKoupek, Minister for Foreign Affairs of
the Czeohoslovak Socialist Republic, Mr. O. Fisoher, Minister for Forei9rl Affairs
of the German Democratic Republio, Mr. P. V6rkonyi, Minister for Foreign Affairs of
the Hungarian People'S Republic, Mr. M. Orzechowski, Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Polish People's Republic, Mr. 1. Totu, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Socialist Republic of Romania, and Mr. E. Shevardnadze, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics.

1. The Ministers for Foreign Affairs discussed the situation in Europe and in the
world and noted that it remains complicated and confliot-ridden.

Parlioipants in the session voioed satisfaotion at the fact that enoouraging
signs have appeared in international llfe. For the first time ln history, the idea
of nuolear disarmament io on tho verge of becoming a reality. Work is in progress
on a mandate for negotiations on reduoing armed forces and conventional weapons in
Europe. Progress has been made in the talks on banning ohemical weapons. Aotive
efforts have been made to settle military confliots and solve disputes among States
by politioal means, through negotiation. The task of restruoturing international
Qconomin relations on the basis of equal rights and mutual benefit is being
vigorously pursued. The need to solve global problems, includ'ing environmental
protection, jointly is being inoreasingly recognized. All this is demonstration of
ft new politioal thinking whioh oontributes to creating a new kind of international
relations to an understanding that individual security oan be achieved only on the
basis of security for all, and to efforts to find the vhortest path to a world free
of nuolear weapons and force.

At the same time, there are still a~ute problems in the world which need to be
solved. 'rhe arms race is maintaining its alarl..in9 momentum and efforts to extend
it to outer spaoe are continuing. Despite the appeals and efforts of the socialist
States, other countries and the world public, a comprehensive nuclear test ban has
yet to be achieved. The p.>Uoy of using foroe and interfering in the internal
affairs of other countries, openly threatening sovereign Statos and exacerbating
t~nR1'.,lS 'in different parts of the world iB oontinuing. Some oonflicts have
intensified, creating new threats to international peace and security. The
oontir,uing deterioration of the eoonomic situation, especially jn the developing
oountries, has disastrous consequences for the fate of the world. Energy,
ecological and other problems remain aoute.

The Ministers confirmed the position of their States that invio~ability of
borderB~ strlct respect for e~isting territorial and political realities and the
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sovereignty and territorial integrity of States are a pre-condition for meaningful
progress in strengthening peace, security and co-operation in Europe. In this
connection, they pointed out that the activities of revanchist forces, especially
in the Federal Republic of Germany, and the encouragement of revanchism anywhere
run counter to the interests of d'tente and security and the letter and spirit of
the Helsinki Final Act. Such activities will also be opposed most resolutely in
the future.

The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty are convinced that a radioal change
for the better in international affairs is necessary an1 possible. The po6itivo
trends which have begun to appear in world affairs must be strengthened and
developed. Realizing that nuclear weapona threaten the very existence of life on
Earth, that the main t3sk today is to halt the arms race and make the transition to
disarmament, especiAlly nuclear disarmament, they call upon all countries and
peoples to combine their efforts in order to deal with the urgent tasks facing
mankind, and to take a new approach to questions of war and peace. In order to
achieve these goals, they roaffirmed their resolve to continue their policy of
broad, constructive dialogue with other States.

2. The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Soviet union, Mr. Shevardnadze,
informed participants in the session of the results of the Soviet-United States
talks held in Moscow on 22-23 OCtober 1987, at which progress was made in
completing preparations for a treaty on the elimination of medium- and
shorter-range missiles, new Soviet initiatives were put forward aimed at bringing
closer together the positions of the two parties on a SO per cent reduction in
strategic offensive weapons in strict compliance with the Treaty on the Limitation
of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems and with the proviso that neither party shall
withdraw from the Treaty for at least 10 years, and it was proposed that, as of
1 Novembe~ 1987, a moratorium be declared on all work connected with the
pr.oduction, testing and deployment of intermediate nuclear forces and s orldr-range
intermediate nuclear forces.

The States participating in the session supported the Soviet position on these
questions and expressed the hope that the agreement on the elimination of the two
categories of nuclear missiles would be signed in the near future and that the
united Stateo would agree to the proposed moratorium.

They ernhasized that, on the basis of the proposals put forward, together with
the signing of the agreement.on intermediate nuclear forces nnd shorter-range
intermeoiate nuclear forces an understanding must be reached at the Soviet-United
States summit meeting on basic positions on future agreements on strategic
offensive weapons and the non-deployment of weapons in outer s~ace.

The States parties to ~he Warsaw Treaty express thair support for an early,
comprehensive ban on nuclear testing as a first step towards halting the
development, production and improvement of nuclear weapons. They attach great
importance to the agreement between the Soviet union and the United States that
comprehensive talks, to be held in stages in a single forum, will begin in the next
few days on the limitation and Ultimately the complete halting of nuclear tests,
they also attach great impoctance to the signing of the Soviet-American agreement
on setting up nuclear risk reduction centres.
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The States participating in the Deasion are of the opinion that the c.:onolulJioll
of a soviet-United states agreement on the elimination of intermediate Ilwloar:
forces Clnd ahorter-rango intermediate nuolear foro08 and an understanding on
strategio offensive woapons and outer spaoe would lIIark tho roal beginning ot' a
process of nucloar disarmament and would provide un upportunity for making progress
in other spheres of disarmament and the strengthening of aocurity, f.or ooqllotoly
freeing Europe of nuolear woapons, and for limiting armed foroes and oonvontional
weapons, with corrosponding reduotions in military oxpenditures.

It is extremely important that no actions be taken that might complicate tho
achievelOOnt of these understandings. In this oonneotion statelOOnts by oertain
representatives in the West oalling for the forthooming elimination of
United States missiles in Europe to be ·oompensated" by the depl~mant of new
nuclear and non-nucloar weapons and the creation of new military struoturoB aro
oauso for serious concern.

3. The States participating in the session reaffirm their resolvo to work (or the
creation of a oomprehensivQ system of international peaoe and security. Ttwy a~o

in favour of ensur ing the socuri ty of all States on an oqual footing and in all
spheres of international rel~tions.

Cleat ing a safe world requ ires, above all, dostroy 1n9 nucloar, cholll1oa 1 and
other kinds of weapons of mass destruction, drastioally reducing armed foroos and
conventional weapons and making corresponding reductions in military apondin9,
dismantling military blocs and oliminating foreign bases, withdrawing all troops
from foreign territories and establ10hing effectivu moohaniamo fat' averting all
kinds of aggression and for strengthening peace on the basis of substantially
reduced levo la of armament.

The speedy peaoeful settlemant of existing rogional conflicts and tho aVlH'lillg
of new ones arf'J important pre-conditions for ensuring the seourity of natiullB.
Another sign1Hcant component of the Bocur i ty systom is ef foctive moasuros for
combating international terrorism.

Equal eoonomic security must be ensured by rostr.uoturing intornational
economic relations, including currency and financial relations, on an equal and
dellDcrat io basis in the intcreots of all Stateo, including developing countrieo, by
establishing a new international econOOlic ordlu, by el iminat ing bac:kwardneso and by
ensuring a global, just settlement of the foreign debt problem. TrQnoferring tho
resources released by genuine disarmament to eoonomio and social devolopment noeds
would be an important contribution to attaining thoSQ goals.

The cre~tion of a system of universal ueoucity would be facilitatod by broad
and genuinely equitable co-operation among countries in the humanitarian sphere.
The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty view as essential the full realization oC
man's basic rights to life and work, and of hiB political, oivil, economio, Bocial
and cultural rights in their totality and mutual dependence, while respecting tho
sovereignty of States and eliminating all forms of discrimination, aparthoid,
racism, nationalism and chauvinism, and war propaganda. They support the idea of a
broad dialogue on humanitarian issues, intor alia within an all-European conferenoo
in Moscow.
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The statea pa:ti~ipating in the session once again emphasized the need for
strict observance by all States of the prinoiplea of national independence and
sO¥ereignty, non-use of f~r.ce and the threat of foroe, inviolability of frontiers
and territorial integrity, peaceful settlement of disputes, non-interference in the
internal affairs of other cou~tries, equality and other principles and purposes of
tho Cbarter of the United Nations, the Helsinki Final Act and other generally
rea,,";l!zed norms of int~u.nationdl relations.

The partici.pant.s noted the importance of oonstruct ....ve consideration being
given at the ongoing forty-second session of the General Assembly to the joint
initiativi) of the socialist countries aimed at establishing, through the collective
efforts of all United Nations Member States, a system ef comprehensive security.
The Ministers, believing that such. system should function on tbe basis and within
the 1ramework of the united Nations Charter, advocated enhancement of the role of
thb General Assembly, the S~curity COuncil and tile Secretary-General, and expressed
the ,,'iew that all States should support them to the fullest possible ext:ent, work
for g~oater effectiveness of the aotivities of the United Nations and ita
institutions a~ etrive to enable lhem to oontribute more fully to the solution of
international iS8~es. They expressed the hope that the General Assembly would
provide a stimulus for fruitful international dialogu0 on those issues and give it
new depth and uuostanoe.

4. The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty oall upon the partioipants in the
talks on the general and oomplete prohibition of ohemioal weapons and the
elimination of stockpiles of suc~ weapons to display tho neceas~ry political will
in order to discharge the mandate g~ven by the United Natiofis and ) oon~lude

without del~ the drafting of the international oonvention on the subJect.

5. The States partioipating in the session regard the substantial reduction of
armed fcrces and armaments ~n Europe as a priority ~bjeotive. This is the aim of
tho joint programme put fnrward by them at Budapest in JUhe 1986. In this
oonnection, the Mintsters emphasized t.he need to aoc~lerate the formulation of a
mandate for futuro talks whioh would take into aocount the security interests of
all participating in them, give all 35 States involved iH the ~elsinki process, in
line wi th the Co•• .,luding Document of the Madrid meeting, a real opportunity to
oonsider and Losolve issues relating to disarmament and confidenoe- ard
security-building in Europe, and permit the earliest possible initiation of the
talks. The States represented at th~ session reaffirmed their proposal for a
meeting of the Ministers for ForeiCjn Affairs of the States participating in the
Conference on Seour i ty and co-operat ion in Europe at which a decision 'AOuld be
taken on the opening of largo-scale talks with a view to substantially limiting
armed forces, tactical nuclear weapons and conventional weapons in Europe, with a
concomitant reduction in milit~ty expenditures, adjusting imba'~noes through
appropliate limitations and averting the danger of a Burpris~ attack. The meeting
would aloo be conducive to the solution of other issues of European security and
co-operat ion.

The Ministers noted with satisfaction that the implementation of the
provisions of the Stockholm Conference dooumbnt is contributing to the enhanoement
of mutual understanding and the building of confidence and security.
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Implementation of the proposal of the Statea partie~ to tho WarBaw Treaty for
consultations on military doctrinos, put forward in Berlin in May 1981 and
addressed to the member States of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, would be
of rn, jor importance for the strengthening of confidenoe in Europe.

The esta~lish"1\ent of nuclear- and ohernical-weapon-frecs zones in the Balkans,
i" o~ntral Europe an~ in the north of Europe would be oonduoive to the amelioration
of the situation on the continent, and would at the same time make a major
oontribution to freein~ the world from those ~ype9 of weapone of maas destruot1on.
In that connection, the partioipants in the sdsui"n renewed their support for the
proposals mada by the Gelman Democratic RepubUr. and Czeohoslovakia, by Romania and
by Bulgaria, and undersoored the need to put tnam tnto effect.

They reaf':irmod the readiness of their States to promote tho impb. 'ntation of
the plan for arms limitation and oonfidence-building in oentral Europ~ 1 . forward
by Voland. Implementation of that plan would be a signifioant faotor in the
strengthening of peaoe and stability and the sftfeguarding of lasting seourity on
the European continent.

The Ministers expressed 'the view that the ~tates situated along the line of
contact belween the two politico-military groupings should take oonorete steps to
reduce the level of military confro.,' \tion an" strengthen oonfidence, inoluding
reciprocal removal of the most dang~ ous types of offensive weapons.

The States represented at the session support the proposal of the Union of.
Soviet SocIalist Republica for a radical re~uction of the level of mllita[~

confrontation in the north of Europe and in the Arctic as a whole, the
transformation of that region into a zone of peace and co-operation, anu the
hold1h';'! of talks to that end among the States concerned.

They welcome the efforts of the non-aligned Mediterranean countries aimed at
converting that rogion into a zone of peaceful co-operation. Thu Ministers recall
the proposals made in this respect hy the Warsaw Treaty member States.

7. The St.atas participating in the session emphasize the need to work out, at
both the national and the international ]~vels, a strict and effective verifioation
system, including on-site inspection. Such. system of verification would provide
a reliable guarantee of strict compliance ~it~ all disarmaNent agreements, and Q

firm assurance that obligations ensuing th~refrom would not be violated under any
circumstances. The verification system must cover all 3SpectO of disarma~nt,

8. The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty consider that it is now more essential
than evel that all States should substantially inorease their efforta with a vi~w

to taking effective steps in the uphere of disarmament. That objective ~ust also
be pursued by stepping up the work of the respective international forums,
especially the Geneva Conference on Disarmament. A document on that subject was
adopted at the session.

The allied socialist States, advocating a ~omprehensive appLoach to
disarmament issues, deem it extremely important that the third special session of
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the Genoral Assembly devoted to disar:mamont should give a positive impetuD ta.' all
the on«)oin9 trlka on various disarmament problems and to agreement on ooncreto
measures in this oph9re, should focus on real progreao tuwards a safe,
nucloar-WQapon-free-world, ~~ should oontribute to the establishment of a
politioal olimatQ based on oonfidenoe, glasnoat, openness and predictability in
international affairs,

9. The States partioipating in the Ression are for an 1ndiviBi~le Europe, Q

Europe of peaoe and co-operation, for the building of a "conunon I!luropean homo", in
whioh ~n utm08~here of good-neighbourly relations and trust, ooexistenoe and Inutual
understanding would prevail.

The emerging trends in the fields of seourity and co-operation create the
conditions necessary for giving new impetus to the Helsinki process. The Statos
part.l.ea to tho Warsaw 'l'reaty oon~ider it particularly important that, in an
atmosphere of growing trust, an all-round dialogue should be oonduoted on Q solid
and reliable basis and that co-operation should be dynamically expanded and
intensified. They reaffirm their oommitmeot to progressive development of the
Helsinki process and their readiness to open up, through joint efforto, a new phase
of d&tente in Europe.

DiscuDsing the pl'ogress at the Vienna meeting, the Ministers expressed the
view that it should produoe balanced agreements 1n '11 fields, based on all the
principles of the Holsinki Final Act. In their opinion, efforts must be stepped up
to aoh!Qve in tho noar future results that would make it possible to raise the
Helsinki process to a qualitatively new level. 'they ellphasized the importance of
the convening of an eoollomlc forum in Prague, a confeul1oo on ocientif ic and
technological c~operation in Bucharest, an ecologioal 1,rum in Sofia and Q

symposium on the protection of Europo's cultural heritage in Craoow.

10. The Mi.,isters exohanged views on existing hotbedo of tension and oonflict and
reaffirmed the determination of their Statos to take an active part in promoting
their just politioa1 settlement.

The holding of an international conference under United Nations auspices,
attonded, on an equal footing, by all the partios ooncerned, inoluding the
Palestine Liberation Organization and the States holding permanent seats on tho
Security Counoil, would be of major significanoo fOl' the attainment of an equitablo
and oomprehenaiv6 settlement and for the safoguarJing of lasting peace in the
Middle East.

The Ministers expressed their ooncern about the escalating tension in tho
Persian Gulf area and omphuslz~d the need for the ear Hest pODoible halting of ".ho
war between Iran and Iraq, the full and immediate implementation of Security
Council resolution 598 (1987), the withdrawal of foreign naval forces frolll the Gu,' f
and the safeguarding of freedom of navigation in t~e region.

11. ~he allied socialist States reaffirmed their determination tu oonsolidate
their unity and cohesion and to 6nhanco the dynamiSM of their co-operation in the
sphere of foreign po~icy with a view to eliminatl~ the threat of war and
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strengthoning seOUl' lt~ ~lOth 'n Europe and world-wide. 1\ number of concrete
praotical measures wore oonslderod at the s880ion, inoluding thor,~ conoerning the
activitieo of the newly ostablisheJ permanont bodies - the multilateral group on
rociprooal supply of topioal information and the spooial oommission on disarmament
ioauea.

The participants emphasized that the session was taking place on the eve of
the aevonti~th anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution, which had
op9ned up a new era in the life ~f mankind and had paved the way to tho sooial and
national liberation o~ peoples, to 8 world free of wars and weapons. The victory
of sooialism 11\ many countries led to the establishment of the world socialist
oommunity, whioh is playing an ever greater role as the leading foroe in the
ot~uggle for peaoe and disarmament, int.ern8ti~nal security and social progress,
fruedom, equulity of tights, and respect for the independence and sovareignty of
every State.

Tho Boaaion took p~ace in an atmosphere of friendship and comradely
co-oporation. The neKt session will be held at sofia.
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ANNEX 11

Inoreasing the effectiveness of the Conferenoe on DiDarmeme~

,!t Geneva

1. Being firmly oonvinoed that lasting peuoe and reliable seourity for all oan be
attained ~lely by politioal means, the St&tes parties to the Warsaw Treaty
consider it of fundameutal importance to ensure maximum effeotiveness of the whole
existing system of disarmemen~ negotiations. Both bilateral and multilateral talks
on seourity and disarmament must be centred upon questions relating to the halting
of the nuolear-arms raoe and to nuclear disarmament. It is necessary t~ activate
the efforts of all. states towards building ~p a non-nu~lear and non-violent worlG.

2. The Conferenoe on Disarmament at Geneva, in whose work States of all
continents, with different 8ocio-eoonomic syatema, members of military and
politioal alliances, nO~'aligned and neutral oountries, all the nuolear Powers as
well aa non-naclear-weapon countries partioipate on an equal footing, has a special
role to play in these endeavours.

3. This multilateral forum has proved that, provided that politioal will is
displayed by States, it is capabla of serving as &~ organ for conorete and
effoctive negotiations on the elaboration of measures and agreemonts in the sphere
of disarmament. To it we owe suoh signifioant instruments of international law aa
the Treaties on the Non-Proliferation of Nucloar Weapons and on the Prohibition of
the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapohd on the Soa-bed and the Ooean Floor and the
Conv~ntions on the Prohibition of Baoteriologioal Weapons and on the Prohibition of
Military Uae of Environmental Modification Techn1q~es.

4. At the same time, the results of the work of the Geneva forum in recent years
h~vp. fall,n far short of meeting the challenge of the times.

5. The States represented at the session propose that efforts at the present
stage of the work of the Conference on Disarmument should be conoentrated on the
solution of the following crucial issues:

(a) Completion of the drafting of the convention on the prohibition and
destruction of chemical weapons. The Statas parties to the Warsaw TreAty consider
the earliest prohibition and-elimination of chemical weapons to be one of the
primary goalo of their foreign policy. In this connection, they recall their
MQSCOW statement of March 1987, as well as other significant initiatives. The work
on the convention is in its final stage. There is wery possibility of bringing it
to a successful conclusion in the near future, The States represented at the
sessLon are ready to continue co-operating con~tructively with their n3gotiating
partners with a view to overcoming the remaining obstacles so as to proceed soon to
the complete elimination ever'.lwhere of ch~mical weapons and of the industr ial basis
for their manufacture.

(h) Progress towards a complete mlclear-weapon test ban. The states part ies
to the Warsaw Trealy regard the cessation of nuclear-weapon tests and their general
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and complete prohibition as meusures of primary importance on the way towards
curbing the arma race, I.~ a step which can reliably block the paths of further
ref1nement of nuclear weapons. In this connection, they call attention to the
document entitled "Main Provisions of a Treaty on the Complete and General
Prohibition of Nuclear-Weapon Tests" put forward at the Conference on Disarm~ment

in June 1987, and suggest the setting up of a special group of scientific experts
to prepare without delay practical proposalD for a system of verification of the
non-conduct of nuclear tests. The drafting of such an agreement within the
framework of the Conference on Disarmament and full-scale Soviet-United States
talks on the limitation and, ultimately, complete cess"'ltion of nuclear tests will
be mutually complementary and lead to the same object~ve. The States parties to
the Wars~w Treaty are ready to consider in a constructive manner any other
proposals and ide3s aimed at a speedy solution of this issue.

6. The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty believe that a solid foundation has
been built at the Confe~ence on Disarmament for practical and effective work in
matterR relating to th~ prev~ntion of an arms race in outer space The socialist
countries have put forward concrete proposals on this iSRue.

7. The States represented at the bession stress th~ need to activate the work of
the Conference in other crucial areaD as well, t~king into account the relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations which reflect the will of
the overwhelming majority of States throughout the world.

8. They propose that all aspects of the work of the Conference on Disarmament be
considored from all angles at a third special session of the United Nations General
Assembly devotod to disacmament, with a view to increasing the effectiveness of the
Conference.

9. The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty advocate joiht efforts in a spirit of
constructive, non-confrontational dialogue to determine ways and means of im~roving

the practical results of the deliberations of the Conference on Disarmament 8~

Geneva. They propose that the following ~ractical meanures should be considered
and agreed:

(a) Fir st, the Conference should be given a tighter work schedule, remaining
in sessien throughout the year with two or three breaks. It should be agreed that
the auxiliary organs of the Conference, in accordance with its general mandate,
should operate not on a year-by-year basis but until their work is completed.

(b) Second, experts and scientific centres existing in various countries
should be more actively involved in preliminary wOLk on the problems facing the
Conference. The practice of groups of experts in Apecific areas of work s~ould be
applied more widely, as required. Consideration should be given to the question of
involving world-renowned scient.ists and public figures in efforts to find solutions
to the most complex disarmament prohlems before the Conference nnd to diagnose in
good time the long-term factors ~'hich are of crucial importance to the
strengt:'.ening of spcurity. This might be done in variollR ways, and in the first
instance by establishing a consultative council of the ~nnference.
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(c) Third, ffinetinq nc,usion6 at the level of Ministers for Foreign Affairs
should be held, on th8 basis of agreement among th~ parti~G to the Conference, in
timoD of critical importance, inter alia, whon difficulties of principle arise 1n
the course of the deliberations. At~ance by Ministers would give a positive
impetus to such fundamenlally important talks.

10. The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty consider it appropriate that all
countries which are not participants of the Conference on Disarmam~nt should have
opportunities to contribute to its work. It is their opinion that the Conference
might in the long term become a permanent universal organ for disarmament
negotialions.

11. The States represented at the session note that talks on questions of security
and dis~rmament conductpd on a bilateral or multilateral basis complement and
enrich one another.

12. The States p~rties to the Warsaw Treaty declare that they are ready to
participate oonstructively in the consideration and implementation of all concrete
proposals, whatever their orig1n, aimed at activating the Conference on Disarmament
~nd increasing its effectiveness.


