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IFTRODUCTION

1. Ia resolution 217(III)C, on the Fate of Miuorities, the Geaeiral Assembly
requesied the Iconomic and Social Council "¢o ack the Commdseion on numan Rights
and the Sub-Commicsion on the Prevention of Pisciimination erd the Frotection of
Minoritles to male a thorough study of the prcblem cf mincrities, in order that
the United Nations may be able tu tuke eflective measures for the protection of
racial, nationel, religious or linguistic mincrities."
2. At its elghth session tie HEeonomic and Scciel Council, iy resclution
191(VIII), tronsuwitted resclution 217(III)C to the Commission on Humen Rigats and
to the Sub-Commiseion on the Irevention of Discrimirnation and the Frotection of
Mincrities "for the action contemplated therein,"
3. The Commiesion on Immen Rights, at its fifth session, in revising the terms
of reference of the Sub-Commiscion, requested the Sub-Commission "to imndsrteke
studies, particvlarly in the lipgit of the Univeirsel Declaration of Humen Rights,
and to meke recommendations to the Commlssion on Humen Rights concerning ... the
protection cf racial, national, religious end linguistic winorities" (dccument
E/1371, peregreph 13).
4., ' The Commission on Humen ights at the same time resolved:
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Gererel Assembly at its third session, by the Commiecsicn on Humen Rights at

its fifth secoicn, and by the latter's Committee on rrevention of

Discrimination and Protection cf Mincritics; and

(b} Lo defer its own coneideration of that subject until It has received the

revort of tho Sub-Commisclon's atudy" (decument E/L371) paragraph 13).
2« Tue Sub-Cumidseion already has considered, at its first and second sessious,
somz phaces of the problem of minoritiecs. At the request of the Chairman of the
Sub-Commuission, the Secrelary-General proseats here a suggested progremne of further
studies, which may sexve as a basis for discuesion.

SUGGESTED STUDITS

A, Swrvey of exiuting miroritice

6. The Sub-Comaiesion may wish to consider whether or not & general survey of
existing minoritics 1is required, and if so, by what precedure 1t could e
undexrtalen, In recent years new States have becsn formed, old minorities have
dieappeered, and new ones have come into exdntence. There is avalleble at present
no over-ell survey of the peoprankicgl logation of existing minorities, their
nature, or their numerical cstrength. Such a eurvey, if prepared, would constitute
& general register of existing mipcrities.

T« Lowever, many dolicate. pioblems having political significance would be involved
in such & swrvey, chiel amcng them the task of indicating which groups are, and
whicll are not, to be coneiderec as minorivies. Ii is pussuivle Lhat the Oud
Commrisgion's study of "the Definition end Classification of Minorities", which
appearc ae an itsem on the agende of its third session, will clarify certain
questione which would arise in comnnexion with a general suxrvey of minorities.

8. It should Le pointed out that the Sub-Commission already has initiated two
regueats for related cstudiew: the first of these calling for "ell information that
it may require in order to distinguish between zenuine mincrities and spurious
minorities which might be created for propagenda purposes" (i/CN.4/52, page 16),
was not approved by tie Leonomic and Social Council; the second, calllag upon the
Secrstaxy-General "to request the various govermments to furnish him with full
intormetion reparding lezlsletive measures for the protection of any minority
within their jurisdiction, and regsrding the statue of such minorities in the
light of the provicions of the Universal Declaraticn c¢f Humen Rights"

(E/Cm.h/3jl, paragrarh 22), hae not yet been considered or acted upon by the
Camission on Human Righte. -
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9. Bécause of the political nuture of the julements reouired in esteblishing

& reglster of minorities, the sub-Cailssion may wish to prepare thiv register
itscnf, eituer through the co-operation of all its mewbers or through a small
sub-coumittes., The Sub-Commiesion or its sub-committee would, of conrse, De
ss@icted by such technical facilities as are aveilable in the Secretarist. As

an alteinative, the Sub-Commission may wish to recommend that a study aiong these
lines siiould be undertaken by one or more specified leerned societisz. Those
societies would also be assisted by such technical facilities as are availavle in
the Secretariat,

10, The Sub-Commissiocn mey wish to express an opinion es to the rgeographical
scope which such a register of minorities should euncoupass, end particularly as to
whether or not it should extend teo Non-Self-Governing and Tiust Territories,

B. Study of internetiomal instrumente for the protection of minorities

11, Tne Sub-Comuission may also wish to undertake a study of international
conventions, declaratione, and agreerments for the protection of minorities. Guca
a study misht include (e) instruments under the League of Nations, end (b)
instruments adopted following World War II. With regard to (a), tie Sub-Coumicsior
will note that pursuent to resolution 116(VI)C of the Ecoromic end Social Council,
the Secretary-CGenerol has been preparing a'study on the gquestion whether and to
what extent the treaties and declarations conceined shiould be regarded as being
still in force, ard that the report on the results of the study wiil Le presented
to the next session of the Commission on Human Rights.

C. Swrvey of constitutionel end legislative provicions, covrt Geclsions, and
aduinists t¢ve Yeulations conceining tie nIOLuCLJQH of mincrities

12. In its earlier resclutimn on information on the status of minoritics
(B/CN.4/551, paragraph 22), the Sub-Commission recommended that the Cormission on
Buman Righte call upon the Secretary-General tc request the verious governments
to furnish him with full information regarding the lezislative measures for the
protection of any minority within their jurisdiction. Az noted ebove, thls
resolution, adopted &t the second session of the Sub-Commiesicn, has not yet been
considered or acted upon by the Commissiom on Husn Righto. Couaplience by
governments with the request cunteined in this resolutlon would provide a general
gurvey of the protection of mincrities by States which have intruduced into thelr
law provisions giving members of minoritiss certain ri:its, facllitles or
privileges, whether or not required to dc sc by international obligation.

/13. The Sub-Cormission
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13. The Sub-Commission mav wigh to consider whether governments should not also be
asked 45 furrish o Che United Nalions infoirmation ccncerning aduinistiative
reculitiona end court decisione relatiang to rights and facilities granted to
alnerities or Lo members ol miunovities. There is no doubt, however, that the
~ollecuion of Lilormation concerning adninistrative rezulations and cowrt dec? sions
would crente & very Alfficult task both for goverumental authoritiec furnishing it
and forr the Unlted Nations organs called upon to collate and to analyzes it.

14, It shonld alzo be borne in mind that govermments might find it difficult to
sunnly requected information unless the Sub-Covmission indicates by vay of exanmmle
wvhat are the tynes of righis and facilities conceining which information is
requested.

D.  The vights of minorities, end the wethods ol protectling them

15, The Sub-Conmiegsiun mey Tulther wisll to make en analysis of the righte of
minorivles and of the methods of protecting these righis, Such an analiysis would
be basel vpoun the Infciwetlon obtained as .. resull of the surveys outlined abovs,
ent whiphu encdle the NMub-Commission to arrive at conclucions in regnid to the
protectioi of mivorities,

PUBLICATION OF STUDILS
1%, Tinally, the fesizebility of publishing the studies suggested above, either in
the first edition of a Vsarbook on Mirorities, or in sone other form, might be

{Taabe Mo amind e e
Rt b AL L D L L g

-





