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!ITUOJJUC'!ION 

1. In r esol nti:m 217(III)C ~ on the Fate of M1h orities ~ t he; G0!1e:;:a l Assembly 

r equee:-ecl the I;conom:i.c and Social Cc:uncil 11 t o a s i..: the Conu:ui ;;~:. i on :::n ril.lll:an Richts 

and t he Sub-C;)mmiesion on the P:.:eventil"'r. ot l):i sca imine tim< e:-.d tl1A Fr ::tecti::m :-;f 

Miilorities to mal:e a t hor oue;h study of the prcb lem cf mi n cr itiee J in or·der t hat 

tne United Nations may be a1)l e to t<:l.Ke ef:Lective measure s f or the protecti::m of 

racia l, nat ional _. r eligious or linguistic minor i ties . " 

2 . At its eiehth session tlle Economic and Social CotmcilJ i_,y res ol utior.: 

19l(VIII) , tronsmitted res ol ution 217(III)C to the Colllmi ssion on Htw:an R:1 t,ilts o.nd 

to t he Sub- Co:m.o.is&ion on t he :!r·eve!ltion of Dis c:dminatj.on anci -the Protection of 

l-tinorities "f or the action conte11pl uted ther ein. " 

3 . The Co.!ll!llicsi on on Humnn Rig.'lts, at its fifth sess i:m, in n :visins tl1e terms 

of referen~e of the Sub-Co!l1Illi s:: i on, r e qttest ed the Sv.b - Comm.iss i on "to n.nd-:;rta.ke 

studi es , pa:rticv~e..rly in t he liGht of t he Unive:rsal DecL:~ratj on of Hu.rna.'tl Ri ghts , 

and t o make r ecommendations t o the COilll:!lissi on on H1.Usle.'1 Rigbt s c oncerni ng • • . the 

protection of r acialJ nati onal, reUgious and linguistic lil.inoritieo" (document 

E/1371, paragr·a ph 13) . 

4 . · The ColllDli8sion on Human Bights at t he same t ime r e solved : 

I
' R 'ifiC~f · " · Sub-Commission on the hevention of Discrimination and 

the Prntecti'J~ J? ~n·Jr·itiea the t ext s u"".>mitted. t o t he General Assembl,y by 

tl'#l lel~4~Sfltls of, Denr.:.arl~ , the un::.on of Soviet Sociali s t Re:Publics and 

f u ~\l~na l avia on the~lbject of minor :!. ties contained. in ~ocumel:t ft./C. 3/ J07 /Rev .2 
J g'P.:"11" N J( 'T I 0 N $ 

: ....... .._:t'~~I1 •Gal.Sider-a :Lon in t h.; light of the discussion of thiz snbJect by thE~ 
-·~...-..,........_. ... ,... ... , _ ~ 
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Ge!'ere.l J\ssembly at ~.ts tht:r:·d eese;;ion, by the Commission on Hu.me.n Hights at 

H;<:> fifth ses oicn, and by tr..e latter 1 s COXIIIl!ittee on }revep..ti on Qf 

D:;_ ~:;crimiuation e.ncl Pr·ctection cf J.1il1or·it i cs; and 

{1>) to def er its awn conaic:Wro.tion cf t b$t subject until it :1as :;.·ecni ve d the 

repor t -::f' tho Sub-Con:missi<T..'l 1 s atud.y11 
( <Weument E/1371) :puraeraph 13) • 

] . 'I'ue .3ul·- Cc.lill:dasi :::n a lreac'ly l"~s consid.ere d, at i ts f i r-st and second sessions, 

oome :rba~es of t ht:; :pnblem of mir.or!.tie s. At the request of the Cllainna.n of the 

Sub-CO!lllii:i.ssi::m, the Secretar;r- Gcne:::oal }_):r:ase~ts here a eugE;ested proe:re.mme of fur-ther 

s tudies , whi ch may ser-ve as a basi s for d.iacuesion. 

SUGGEb'TED STUDIES 

A, Cm·vey--2_~ _ e_xi:.:t:l.nri_EJ,r-o:c'i ~ice 

6. The su-::.-c o:n:illj s 1:3 io11 may ,.,fsh t o consider whether or not u general survey of 

exis t ing minoriti (:S i s r equir-ed, a~1d if' s o, 'b1 what :pr'ccedure it c ould ·oe 

u.nde~tal-en . In r e cent y ea-rs new States htnre been for.ned , ol&. minorities .have 

d.i£a}!1'·~ a:reci , m.;.d n~m ones have c~ into exintence . There i s available at J?re oent 

no ovor- ell suxvoy of t he c,eoc;x-a~ical l'J~1on cf exis ting minorities, tlleir 

nuture, or t he i r numericc\1 str ength. S'uch a e::u.rvey , if :pr epar·etl_, wculd constitute 

a f,e:ner.:l.l r cgie-t e r of exi atJne:; mir..ol'lties. 

( . l:cwt:ver, rn.an.;r d0li..:at e :p:;: ob2.em::: having politica l Ligr~ificance would be involveo 

in such c. survey 1 chief amcng them the task of indicat!nt; which group;;; are , and 

whic:1 a:.:c not , t o b0 concid&red. as m!nor n:es . It. .~ t> J:lVt~ :-;lulo t l:.o.t t!L.;; S~b 

CorurrJ.<> t: i::m' s st~:d.y of "the Defjnition a."'1d Classif ication of I•1inorities" , which 

apJ_;ea:rc c.e an iteru. oa t he age~1da of its thi rd session, will cla:cify certain 

questione which w::nilrl arise i n cor..neJdOii with a gener al survey of minar·itios . 

8. It should ue poir~teo. out that t he Sub-Commission alr eady ha.s injtiated two 

r eg_uests for r <Jlatecl stuo.i ea : the first of the.se calling f or "all infor·motion t hat 

it ma:r r eq_u~re in onler to dist i ngui sh -oetween genuine minorities and spurious 

minor ities whinh might be created f or' p:r•o:paeanda :pu:.cpose5" (E/CN.4/52 , :page 16), 

was not apprcveU. by ti"!e Economic and Social Conncil; the sec ond, callil1g upon the 

5ecretm•y-Genera.l "to r eq_uest the var'iOltS governments t o furni sh hin with full 

informeti on r·egar-ding l e3lsletive :measu:rE:s f or t he protection of any minority 

withi:;-1 their ,Jurisdicti on , an9.. regardine; the status ')f such inir.oritie s in the 

light of the pr·ov ioior1s Qf the Universal Declaraticn cf Humnn Right a" 

(E/CN . l.~/351, pa:ragx•aph 22}, has o~t yet been considered or acted upon by the 

COlllmission on Human Right e , 
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Bece.•.tse -:; t the '~'~Olitical nature of the ,iuJr;rr •. :mto r0ouired in establishin"' z . ~· - ~ 

"- :rei;is -~G:r of ll1l!'10:r-ities, tho Sub-C~mt::rl.SZio:':'l may '1-Tieh to v.:·e:ra:r·e tbic; re::e;L;te::c 

1tscJ.f, eithez' t h:rottt;h ·the cc-operation of all its meubers or through a small 

sub- C:>l•m>.ittee . 1'h~ Sub-Comrnie:sion or its sub-ccmm:i.ttee '1-!oulcl, of course, be 

ass5.::: tod ";)y such tech.-r:!.ical faciHties as are available in the Sec:r·e;te.~ iBt . As 

ar- alternative , the Sul)-Commission may wish to r e~ommend. that a s ·tudy alo:1g these 

lines silcmld !1e unde:r·taken -oy one o:r· mo:re specified l&a:rued societie:::. 'l'h;;;se 

societies wo·alc1 also be assisted. by such technical f'aciHties as a:r·e availai:Jle in 

the Secretariat. 

10. The Sub-Col'llillission :may ·vlish to e:cpress an opinion as to the seoe;raphical 

sc~rpe which such a regist~:r' of minorities should eucompass, e.."1<l pa.rticularly aa to 

whether- o::::' not it shoul<:. extend to rron--Solf- Go'roming ancl Trust Terr-itories . 

B. ~dy of inter~~ona.J instn.1mentE' f('!· the protectio.E 8f minorities 

ll. The Sub-ColllLlissio::l :may t~lso wish to unle:rta.k:e a study of i nternational 

conventions, <lecJ.arati ons, and aereemcnts for· the protection of roi.'!.ori ties. Such 

a study mi_:-~ht inclu<'te (a) instrl.l.ll1::mts under the League cf Nations , e..'1d Co) 

instruments adopted f ollowin0 World War II. With r·egar·d to (a), tl1e Sub·Cmumissior 

will note that pursuant to r•esolution 116(VI)C of the Ecor~oL'lic cmd Social Cow1cil , 

the Sec::·etary-Gener·al has been prepar·ing a study on the CJ.tlestion whether· and to 

what extent t he treaties and declarations concel"necl should be regn.:tdcd as oeii.1g 

still in force, ar..d th.at the r·eport on the :results of the study will -ue presented 

to the uext session of the Commission on Human Rights. 

C. §ury_e;L_ of ~~~ tut!?.,:'1£~d lef2:_slat:fve J?!'Ovioi on~~1!'! d.~_:!:sj:_?~:;__~ 
~~tive rec~u.lations con~erninl~l.le -pro~!:_~o~:_?f~_2~!it_ie~ 

12. Jn its ea:r·lier :resolution on information on the status of miaorities 

(E/CN.4/)51, pa:r-ag;a;ph 22), the Sub-Commissi:m ::-ecollililencled that the Commiss i:m on 

Hul'nan Rights call upon the Secretary-Ger•eral to reqtlest the -.-c::.ri8UG goVAl"l1llltmts 

to fU!·nish him vi th full L"1formati:m r ee;a:r·d.in.g the le3islo.tive measures for· the 

:protection of any minol"ity within their jurisdicti::m. As noted ab::.ve, this 

res olution, ado)!ted at the se-:;ond session of the E:ul) -Corrti:D.Psion, has not ye·t. 'been 

considered or· actcc1. upon by the Comr:Ussi::Jn an EPloon Pit_~lt D . Compliarlce b~r 

sovernments with the r·~quest c:;ntained in tbir; rosolut~.on would. :pr~vi:ie a general 

sur·vey of the protection of minor:!. ties by state8 wh~.ch ha'fe j_ntr:.;du:.;ed into their 

la'v provisions civing member·s 8f minor·itias certain :ri:~hts, facilities or 

:privileges , whether or not requi:::·ed to do so -L)y international obligation. 

/13. The Sub-Co::u:nission 
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13. The Sub-Commission ma.Y wish to con.aider ~rhe·~her gove:mmcnts shov.ld not also be 

a sl:::e d. '..;::> f'u::clish t o t.he United Nat i ons :l.nfOl'mation conce:rn:.nc; adiliinist::.:atlve 

·:·e t.,uL .tions e..ad_ cvm~t decisions relati:aG to richts and facilit ies g...·anted to 

i1li:lo:~:::. ties o:.: ·t,o members o::i:' mino:;:i ties . There is no doubt, however, that the 

··ol.:_eetio~l cf i:·,:o"-'1'1a.tion concerni!l8 administrative l~e~-:sulatioDs ar:.d· co1u·t dec? siona 

,.;ould. c·l' E,r·. te a 'Tel'~' d.if:fJ.cul t task both fo:- gove:::-mnent~J.l authori ~ie8 f\1.rn.!.shing it 

t;.:..1d fo:t t he Uc:.te·:l Hations orzans called u::;>on to collate and t o analyze it . 

14 . It should. al.-:;o be borne i;.1 mind that govermnents udgllt find it Ci..ifi'icult to 

su'!):;ly re<lUestec'.. in.forillat ion unles s the Sub-Cotllll:!.Hsion ind.i c-::ttes by l:ay of exauwle 

lThat a:;.·e the t y:•es of r ie;hts and facHHies conce::ming uhich information is 

re g_ueste d . 

D. T~l~J.: i ;;ht s .2:r mir_~<?£~ t 'l e~~]ld_'t!_l~ ... .Jr~~f~~.2.Z.J>.i:ot~2,._!;i;!fi.J;he~n 

15 . The Su1)- COi!ill!.i ssivr. taa.y fu1·the:r v;::i.sll to make a~: aEalysis of tl:e ::eights of 

r.dno:d.·cies ar"d of t he metho,ls of protectino tl16Se rights . Such ar: analysis \Wttld 

be ba£H') '~- upon t!1e i n:f(1l'i.;}r..t ion obtaineG. as , l result o:i' the GUl'-veyo outlined above , 

e.r..C:. r:i(:lr:. e!l.c..ole ·;;.he i)U1) ··Comeission to arrive a t conclus ions in rega :;:·d. to the 

protect:I.:::>i:. of rn.::.;:o:i.'itieB . 

?U13!..IC:\'fiOF OF STUDIES 

1.:J . i?:!.;:-!ally , t>e r1 .. e s~. :;.·.:>.1;il:i. t y of publishinG the stud.:l.es SU.£;3estcc1. abo':e , eithe:::- i n 

t he fi::cs~ ect~:t ion ol' a Yee.1·book on l·Hnor:ities, or in so:ne . other :'o:cc:1, might be 
--~ ... ,.~.: .. , ... .. ....... ;:t '\... .~ ·- ~ ... (-.... '\.., r.. ........ -....: , ._._, .! ..... -
VV ! ... \,.) ..;.. · .... v ..:. \.,.>\ . .;. o.IJ V J.J.\,) ._.1\..ol. 1-1 - V '•.,,HLC! I.4.t.j L"? ..LV.t : • 




