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The meeting wa. oalled to order at IO.J~ a.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 48 TO 69 (continued)

GBNRRAL DEBATB ON ALL DISARMAM£NT ITEMS

Mr. YAMADA (Japan) I May I fir.t of all extend to yO'J, Sir, my

deleqation'. heartfelt felicitation. on your a••umption of the chairman.hip of thi.

body. With the wide experience you have acauired in the field of di.arma..nl in

Gen~va aa wftll as here in New York and with your outatanding diplomatic skill, you

will, I ftm convinced, guide us through fruitful and a~ce••ful deliberations on the

important i ••ue. of di.armemftnt in this Co~ftittee.

My congratulation. and best wi.he. go also to the office1. of the Committee,

Amha••~dor Carlos Joae Guti.rrea, Mini.ter Nasha.hibi and Mr. Tomaazewaki.

Tod~y the United Statea-Soviet relationship, in part.icular the progreas in the

nuclear snd apac& talks, is an important factor affecting world peace and

d i.armellNlnl:.•

The meeting t~tween the United State. Secretary of State and the Soviet

poreign Minister last September when ~n agreement wa. reached in principle to

con<Jlude an intermediate-ra...",e nuclear forces UNF) treaty on the glOOal

elimination of this entire cIa•• of weapon. mar~ed an important step towards a

United States-Soviet summit lat.er thi~ autunn. Japan welcome. this as a move that

i. trUly conducive to world peace and .tability. We especially appr~ciate the

realization of the glOOal elimination of I P which we have been urging fr0m the

out.et of the negotiations.

When t1>:- 1Nl" treaty is finalized and put into effect, the actual process of

8liminatinq \Jnited States and Soviet nucl~ar weapons will begin. Although

intermediate-range nuclear force. repreaen~ only a AmalI portion of untted Stat«S

and Soviet nuclear arsenals, we ace at a historic turning-point: since the

...rgenee of nuclear weapolls .ome 40 years 8':JO, the process of a negoti8ttld

reduction of those weapons will be launched for the first timu.
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As my Priroe M niater, Mr. Nakasone, stated in his address to the General

Assembly at its forty-second session, it is pre ely because:

•••• the earneut desire of people every~here to escape swiftly from the

persistent threat ot nuclear weapons transcends all id~ologies·

(A!42!PV.4, p. 61)

that mankind is ahout to take this major step forward.

We earnestly hope t.hat t.lle negothtions in Geneva will be completed 8IDOOthly

so that the INF treaty with effective verification provisions may be concluded and

thus inaugurate the actual process of elimination of nuclear weapons as soon as

possible.

It is fitting that we are meeting her~ in the First Oo~nittee of the General

Assembly at the very moment when the United States of America and the Soviet Union,

with the i,npetus of another bilateral summit meeting, are moving forward in the

historic process of disarmament. On this ausp~clous occasion, we should ensure

that the glo~al elimination of INF provides us with the momentum to tackle the

important taaks that remain, that is, deep reductions in strategic nuclear weapons,

the total prohibition of chemical weapons, redressiug of conventional imbalances,

and so forth. Let us appeal to the leaders of the United States and the Soviet

Union, who bear special responsibi~ities for world peace and s~curity, to strive

even further towards these goals. Let us, on our own p~rt, continue with renewed

vigour and determination to promote these disarmament efforts.

The elimination of INF is but a firet ste~ in the long and arduous disarmament

process. In going forward, it is important that the security of each State, as

well as strategic stability, not be jeopardized but rather enhanced. Be~[in9 this

point firmly in mind, shOuld we not seize any opportunity to accelerate the

disarmament process, even if it is a long shot? The realities ~If the world simply

do not permit us to hold out for a miracle or ;1 panacea. Instead, ccumulated
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wisdom has taught U8 that it is only through pe(sistent h; rd work based on a

balanced consideration of various factors affectin~ secur~ty that we can bring

about tan~ible, workable and verifiable results in "ach area of disarmament. It is

thus essential to keep on building steadily on concrete results with an unflagging

political will for the realization of dioarmament. Japan, for its part, pledges

even greater efforts than before to translate the present favourable conditions

into tangible results.

The agreement in principle to conclude an INP treaty would not have been

possible without the mutual confidence betweell the United States and the Soviet

Union fostered ;10 assiduously by the la".ders, the l"oreign I-Hnisters, the

negotiators, and others concerned, through innumerable intensive contacts at all

levels. There is a valuable lesson to be learned here. It can readily be imagined

that the United States-Soviet di410gue in its ~ntirety, not just in disarmament but

in other fields, is facilitating the agreement on INF. Solutions to regional;

human rights and other issues are essential for the stabilization of bilateral and

international relationsl solving these issues will also enhance mutudl trust among

nations and thus facilitate the solution of problems relating to disarmament. To

this end, it is necessary to consider seriously what we should do, not in abstract

or general terms but in terms of practical steps, in order to lessen, and indeed

eliminate, the mutual distrust among nations which lies at the root of the regional

tensions and the arms race. In Asia, where regional conflicts, territorial

problems and other sources of tension dbound, we believe that we need first to work

steadily to resolve those outstanding pcoblems one by one, building mutual trust in

the process.

I have so far described how the recent positive developments in united

States-Soviet relations are opening up brighter prospects for our common task,

namely, the promotion of disarmament. At the same time, we should not resign
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ourselve' to thinking that the disarmament process is determined solely by the

actions of the two super-Powers. We should, i~st~sd, thi~~ s. riously about the

interrelationship between bilateral and multilateral negotiations, and explore how

we can best advance the disarmament process throuqh n·ultilateral deliberations and

negotiations in the United Nations, the Conference on Disarmament, and other forums.

There is no question that an essential ingredien;: of Cl viable agreement on

disarmament, particularly nucl~ar disarm~ment, is a concurrence of the United

States and the ~oviet Union, which possess the world's most powerful arsenals. It

is also clear, lough, that disarmament can truly contribute to global peace and

security only when all nuclear-weapon Slatea, not Just the two super-Powers, and

other States also strive through multilateral efforts to ensure their security at

reduced levels of armaments. In short, global di~armament can be achieved only

when the best posaible use is made of the organic interaction between b~lateral and

multilateral negotiations. Now is the time to work towarcts concrete results on

disarmament in a concrete fashion and on diverse, but inlerrelated fronts: United

States-Soviet bilateral talks, multilateral negotiations at the Confer.ence on

Disarmament, deliberations in United Nations forums, and r~gional negotiations,

such as the Conference on Disarmament in Europe.

In this context, I should like to draw the attention of epresentatives to the

potential of the Conference on Disarmament as the sole multilateral disarmament

negotiating forum. States representing every region of the world, as well as

various economic and social systems gather there to work seriously for

disan,ament. rhe Conference benefits from the many inceresting ideas put forward

by various States, as well as accumulated expertise and ~xperience in the field of

disarmament. Furthermore, particularly of late, the views and concerns of

individual States on major developments related to global security and
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disarmament, including United States-Soviet bilateral negotiations, have been

clearly reflected in the ,;onferencft. believe that if we skilfully call upon the

valu&ble resources of the Conference, and wiLh wisdom and determination maximize

the favourable momentum created by the United States-Soviet bilateral n~gotiations,

the potential. for ftch!.eving concrete multilateral a'Jreemp.nts is great. It is

important, however, not to dwell on abstraction and ~encralities, but to focus our

ingenuity and efforts to bringing about tangible arId feasible results, however few

in number they may be.

From this point of view, I should like to touch upon some major disan'lalljent

8ubjects under consideration in multilateral ~orums.

Japan considers the early re~lization of a comprehensive nuclear test ban as a

step of high priority in the promotion of nuclear d~sarament, and has been working

consistently towards this goal.

We warmly welcome the United Statee-Svviet agreem~nt reached at the meeting of

foreign ministers in September t,~ begin full-scal~, stage-by-stage negotiations Qn

nuclear testing, and earnestly hope that the negotiations will be fruitful.
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At the same time, we stron91y hope that at this session the General Assembly will

in turn sustain the momentum generated at the beginn:ng of the United States-Soviet

negotiations, by indicating its consensus support of the realistic step-by-step

approach envisaged by the United States and the Soviet Union, that is, to agree

first upon effective verification measures which will make it possible to ratify

the United States-Soviet Threshold Test-B~ . ~reaty of 1974 and the Peaceful Nuclear

Explosion Trea ...y ot 1976, and then to proceed to ne<jotiating further intermediate

11mitations on nuclear testing, leading to the ultimate goal of a comprehensive

nucledr test ban.

In 1984 Japan proposed at the Confe'ence on Disarmament a similar step-by-step

approaCh on a complete test ban. Our proposal is to ban test explosions over a

certain threshold, at a yield now considered to be technically verifiable, and then

to lower the threshold as we improve the verification capl'.bllity, thus lea lng

ultimately to a <X.imprehensive test ban. This proposal has gained the suppor t of a

number of countries concerned as one of the soundest and most technically feasible

approache8, and I hope that, in the wake of the United States-Soviet agreemer.t on

nuclear testing negotiations, it will be seriously studied at the Conference on

Disarmament, along with proposals submitted by a number of other countries.

When a comprehensive nuclear test-ban treaty finally becolues 4 reality, a

v~~ification mechanism with an international seismic monitoring network will be

indispensable in order to ensure compliance. With this in mind, and as a follow-up

to the I!ltep-by-step proposal, last December Japan undertook an experimental project

on the exchange of level 11 wllve form data with interested countries, and submitted

a report on the results of th9 project to the Ad Hoc Group of SCientific Experts to

Consider Internation&l Co-operative Measures to Detect and to Identify Seismic

Even ts th is year.
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We should r8~~ll at this time that the Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts has

an indispensable role to play in providing the basis for our condideration of the

velification question. It is now incumb~.lt upon the Conference on Disarmament to

give an appropriate ori6ntation to the work of the Ad Hoc Group. From tIlts

perspective also, it is of urgent importance for the Conference on Disarn,ament to

eatablish an ad hoc committee on a nucl~ar test ban and to initiate suostantiv~

work on the many problems relating to a comprehensive test ban at the earliest

possible dute. In the li~ht of the new situation where United States-Soviet

bilateral negotiations on the subject are starting, my delegation would like to

appea!. to all those concern(!d to work flexibly towards the early initiation of

substantive work on a complete test ban, without c' ',ng1n9 to officially pronounced

positi.ons, and thus to establish an ad hOC committee on this agenda item in next

year's ~~ssion of the Conference on Disarmament.

At the p.::esent session of the General ASlembly, we should concentrate our

efforts On the adoption of a resolution based on a broad consensus, which would

foster the' rogress on substantive work towards a comprehensive nuclear test ban at

th~ coming session of the Conference on Disar~dm~nt.

While nuclear disarmament is undoubtedly th.~ moat urgent and crucial issue

before us, we should not forget that progress in other area~ of disarmament is also

of vital importance. I should like now to turn to the prohibition of chemical

weapons, which is a matter of high priority in the field on non-nuclear disarmament.

Chemical weapons, which are weapons of mass destruction, exist in many

varieties, and can be developed and produced in necessary quantities and secretly,

witt, relative ease and at low cose, by any country that nas reetrhed a certain

industrial and technological level. This being the case, and as is clear from the

history of negotiations at the Conference Ot' :Hsarmalllent, the two major tasks in

the drafting of a co~vention on the prohibition of chemical \~apons are, first, how
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to ensure, with effective verification, the complete elimination of chemi~al

weapons stocks and, secondly, how to prohibit their future production, that is,

non-produc t ion.

The negotiation" are highly complex a,ld involve detailed technicalitieti.

Thanks to their tireless, persistent and positive effQrts, participating States

have in recent years narrowed <town the differences among them. We can thus note

with pride that substantial progress has been made in the actual work of drafting.

As we approach the final stdge of the negotiations, Japan believes it is

important that we should not fail to se~ the forest for the trees. We should

[(:lulnd ourselves thll . the two main objectiveR, tnat ls, -elimination of existing

chemical wea~)ns st~ks- and -non-production-, be ensured in a balanced manner by

the conventior regime.

With regard to -non-production-, Japan will continue to work pORitively with a

view to establitihing a verification regime that would be truly effective without

unnecessarily imppdinq the chemical industry's legitimate activities tor peacetul

purposes.

I~ the light of the aforementioned characteristics of chemical weapons, it ie

important for confidence-building and for tile dn:.:::ting of the treaty, that tull

information be provided concerninq the Gtockti, proGuction facilities and

non-production of such weapons. Useful steps have be~n taken in this direction~

for example, the workshops held dt facilities in the United States of Americll and

~:he Federal Republic of Germany, as well as the recent visit of the deleglltions of

the Conference on Disarmament to chemical weapons facilities in Shikhany, 1n tha

USSR. But more I\.~eds to be done, and I hope that progress wtll continue to be made

in this regard.
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I should like \-0 add that Japan, as II countrt which does not pOl3sess cht:l8ical

weapons, will continue to c<roperate por,it ively by providir.g information that will

facilitate the ~reaty neqotiations.

I would now like to touch upon the question of preventinq an arms race in

outer space.

~n view of the fact that ~he United titates and the Soviet Union pIa; a

predominant role in current ~~ace activities, the progress of their bilateral

negotiat.ions will have a critical bear ing on our discussions in the Conference on

Disarmal1l<!nt. Japan thf'refore IIrges both the United States and the So"it.!c Union to

make yet further efforts for early progress in their negotiations. At the same

time, cuter space is open to all and is ~,~t the possession of any country. An arms

race in outer space ....ould direcl.ly affect lhe security not only of the two Powere

but of all other countries in the world as welL. We cannot afford to be

indifferent to this important ~~. In view also of the rapid progress in space

development activities recently made by ..... ,untries other than the United States and

the Soviet Union, we should not wait but should procred with our work in the

C~aference on Disarmament and examine fully what kind of multilateral a~reements

would be useful.

Specifically, we should intensify Jur effor'.::s to gain an accurate picture ot

exactly how outer space is being used in many areas. Only then can we objectively

asses3 tile dangers to internationdl peace and security that may be posed by the

various activities in outer 8pa~e and consider measures that will be mutually

acceptaiJJ.e, effect.ive and realizable on a multilateral basis.
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'nle question of verification needs to be considered from a broad variety of

angles. It would not be realistic to take a Bweeping, ~eneralized approach Ln the

name of nOl.-militarization or prevention of militarization of outer space without

delving into these related issues. To do so would not ensu[" our security.

My delegation believes that this session of the General Assembly is an

occasion of crucial importance in ensuring the sUCceSS of the third special seSS10n

devoted to disarmament scheduled for 1988. Towards this end, the momentum of the

progress in intermediate nuclear forces and other bilateral Unlted States-Soviet

negotiations should stim~late our renewed efforts in a number of disarmament

fields. Also, because preparations for the special session shOuld proceed steau11y

and expeditiously in order to achieve tangihle results, Japan believes it is

important that we Sllould set ~ precise dute for the thjrd special session at this

General Assembly. In concluding, I pledge that Japan, for its part, will

co-operate t.o ens:ue the success of the third special session.

Ms. GJESTEBY lNorw~y): Allow me first of all to congratulate you, Sir,

on your election as Chairman of the ~'irst Committee. My congratulations also 9< cO

the other officers of the Committee.

The Firl'lt CoroJlittee is meeting this year at an auspicious looment in

international relalions. Th~ ~wo major military Powers of the world are at present

engaged in a CP---' J;uctive dialogue on a number of issues, in particular in the area

of dl~drmament. TIJi& development has a positive effect on East-West relations in

general and contributes si~'nificantly to the efforts to limit and reduce military

armaments.

An agreement on the limini"tion of a substantial number of intermediate-range

nuclear missiles now appears to be within reach. Such an agreement would also ~e

an important step towards the reduction of other cateyor ie!; ut nuclear arms. 'l'hese

effortr; enjoy the full support of my Government.
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There are encouraging inJicllItions that., as a n..xt step, progress can be maife

reducing I!'trategic missiles and preventing the deployment of weapons in outer

space. It is the view ot lily Government that the anti-ballistic missile Treaty

should be maintained as a building hlock for more amhitious arms control agre"ments

on the basis of a restrictive int.erpretat!oll.

However important the nuclear arniS issuea are, it must also be taken into

account that developments in thL8 field make it mort' important to st.rengthen

conventional stability at lower levels of military forces. In these ef~orts all

States, and not only the main military Powers, can make important contributions.

The States members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization have, in informal

East-West contacts in Vienna, submitted elements for a mMldate for n~w arms control

talks in the field of conventional milit.ary forces. My Government is hopeful that

constructive progress will be made in these contacts Md that agreement on a

mandate will soon be reached.

Although a number of obstacles remain, there is real hope that decisive action

might now be taken to do away with some of the serious problems that hav't hau.,ted

us for decades. Whereas the present process should be viewed primarily in an

East-West perspective, the results will be of the utmost importance to all nations

of the wor16. The process now under way thorefore poses botll new opportunities ~nd

challenges to the multilateral disarmament forllms.

Progress in the talks between the United Stat~e anll the Soviet Union shoulti

create a momentum that could be exploited at the multilateral level. At. the same

time, the n,ultilat.eral disarmament forums can supplement the bUat.eral nt'qotiationa

in a concrete and constructive manner..

One area in which the multilateral disarmament efforts are shO":ng promising

signs, is that 0': the negotiations on the chemical wea~}()ns convention in the
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Conference on Disarmament. Here important proqresll was re<Jillterecl during \.ne 19H'

se8sion.

Although major problems have been tackled and a treaty lIeems to be within

reach, sensitive political and difficulc technical problems still remain to be

solved. We mUdL ~~ep in mind tnat the negotiations on a global and comprehensive

ban on chemical w~apons are a complex undertaking, which requires elaboration of

detailed verification and implementation procedures. In tact, such a global

convention will contain more comprehensive verification measures than in any

existing arms control and disarmament treaty.

On the basis of a major research proqramn.e, my country has submitted to the

Conference on Disarmament several working papers concer.cing the verificati~n of a

global che.lical-weapons ban. This year canada and Norway presenled a joint

proposal concernin I procedu,es for veritication of alleged ~se of chemical

weapons. I do hope that the Canadia,-Norwegian proposal, the first of it.. kind,

will prove a useful basis for further negotiations on the verif.ication question.

The repeated use of these weapons i~ the Iran-Iraq war, a use strongly ~onuemned by

my country, underscores the need to include such verification procedures in the

convention.

The ques~ion of the declaration of chemical-weapon stocks and production

facilities remains one of the main problems to be solved. So far, only two

countries - the United StateH of Amurica and the Soviet Union - have confirmed that

they possess chemical. 1oteapons, but only the Unitud Slates has given detailed

information about existing stocks. Recently, representative6 from 4~ countries

were invited to th~ Soviet chemical weapons facility in Shikhany. We welcc>me this

visit as a st~p towards greater tranaparency ln an area of vital concern in ~he

ongoing negotiations.

Another question that will need to be addressed d3 a matter ot priority, is
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that of the establishment of reg~mes for compr~hen8ive routine and challenge

on-lSite inspection. Such compuluory inspections WO'Jld represent the ultimate

source of confidence in the convention.

The most important ~hallenge before U9, is to sustain the momentum in these

negotiations. 1~is Committee has an important lole to play by de~)nstrating the

support of the world community for the negotiations. Time has corn.' for tne General

As"embly to send a powerful signal to the Conference on Disarmament to speed up the

process towards It convention, bannirg these weapons once and for all.

The question of a comprehensive nuclear-test ban is one of the most important

items on the international disarmament agenda. An agreement to halt nuclear

testing would represent. a major contribution to the nuclear disarmament efforts.

Such an ~greement would constitute a considerable obstacle in the way of any

further vertical and horizontal spread of nuclear arms and would s4gnal a

commitment eventually to do away with these weapons.

Therefore, the agreement between the United States and thf' Soviet Union to

begin full-scale, stage-by-staqe, nucl~ar-testing negotiations before

1 December 1987 is a highly welcome1evelopment. It is our hope that, after the~.r

initial phases, these neyotiations will lead as early a& possible to the complete

cessation of all nuclear testing.

A comprehensive test ban is, however, a queation that concerns not only the

United States and the Soviet Union, but the whole international community. Such a

ban should prohibit both nuclear-weapon tests ana peaceful nuclear explosions by

all St~tes in all environments for all time. 1his underlines the necessity of

establishing, ill the Conference on Disarmament, a commlttee on a nuclear-teat ban,

which would enable the Conference to undertake substantive work on relevant

questions, such a6 scope, compliance and verification of a comprehensive test-ban

treaty. Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library
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A global seismologir-al networ~ should represent the corner-stone ot the

verifi~ation measures of such a treaty. Norway is happy to De in a po~it10n to be

able to contribute to the development of enhanced seismological verif; ,tion

methods through the sei~mic arrdys of NOKSAR and NQ~S~. We will Cv. le our

research in areas relevant to seismic detection with a view to taking a full part

in the ver ification of compliance with cs future conlprehensive test ban.

It must be a matter of the highest priority for this Committee to underline

the commitment of the world community to the concept of a nuclear-test ban. We do

hope that the draft resolutions put befol:f' the Committee this year will establish a

basis on whicll all countri\!s can agree to start practical work in the Conterence on

Disarmament on this importar.t question.

Outer space, as the common heritage of mankind, should be used exclusively tor

peaceful purposes. Accordingly, the efforts to prevent such an arms race must be

pursued 1n both bilateral and multilateral forunl&. The multilateral work should

supplement the bilateral negotiations between the United States and the Soviet

Union on space arms. In fact, both this Committee and the Conterence on

Disarmament have a responsibility to contribute to the fulfilment of the task

preventing an arms raca in outer space.

Since its e&tablishment in 1985 the Committee on Outer Space in the Conference

on Disarmament has done useful work in examining and identifying issues relevant to

outer space. The deliberations h.'\ve so far indiccsted that cCJntidence-building

measures in this area could create an atmosphere conducive to the objective of

preventing an arms race in outer space.

The Conference on Disarmament should now se ... k d comlllon unuer":tanding on the

scope and specific objectives of multilateral efforts for the prevention of an arms

race in outer space. That process WQuld be facilitatprl hy the adoption in this

Committee of a single resolution on the prevention of an arms race in outer space.
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14y Government was pleased to note that the recent International Conference on

the Relationship between Disarmament and Development was able to achieve conRensus

on a final document. Considering the complexity of the questions involved, the

rather general nature of the document ia hardly surprising. The document does,

however, reflect the significance attributed by the world community to the

disarmament/development question and lays down guidelines for further work in this

field.

We ~onAider it important that the problem of non-military threats to security

was dealt with by the Conference. This reflects the growin, awareness, as re~ently

expressed in the report of the World Corwnission on ~nvironment and Development,

~.Iat real security encompas~es far more than security in the traditional military

sense. Factors SUI I as po,erty, unsustainaole development, environmental stresa

and human rights are highly relevant in this context.

Thus, the outcome of th'l Conference on disar:nament and development should in

our view be noted as a positive contribution to international co-operat on at the

multilateral level. In our further work on this subject ~e should takp. Cdre to

preserve and develop what has been achieved. We therefore see no point at this

stage of opening up once again the more general debate on the relationship between

disarmament and development.

The preparations for the third special session devoted to disarmament are well

under way. Norway firmly shares the view that the special session should ta:(e

place next year as already deCided.

We see this as important, not least uecause the special session will offer a

welcome opportunity to address, in a cornprehen, ,ve way, important -:'lisarmament

is ,eA ~t a multilateral level. In this context, efforts should be made to

concentrate the work on a limited number of issues.
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Such an endeavour aiming at a forward-looking and topical debate based on the

Final Document ot the 'renth Special Session ot the lOeneral Assembly, the first

special sessi..n devoted to disarmament, will no doubt influence, to a considerable

degree, the f~ture role of the United Ndt~on6 ir. the field of disarm~ment. Every

eft0r t must therefore be made to ensure tile success of the sessil',n.

'rhe positive atmosphere prevailing in international disarmament affairs toddi

confronts us with challenges ano possibilitie!\l. At the furty·-second sossion of the

General Assemb~y we shall have the opportunity to demonutrate the ability of the

multilateral disarmament community to play an active part in the p~ocess now undeL

way.

Mr. FAN Guoxiang (China) (interpretation from Chir.ese): At the outset,

Sir, please allow me to congratulate you on your election to the chairmilllshif) of

the First Committee of the General Assembly at its current session. Your

outstanding ability and rich experience will surely enable you to guide the work of

this Committee ":0 success. My congratulations also go to the other officers of the

Committee on their election to their important posts. I should also like to take

this opportunity to express my appreciat.ion and gratitude to His Excellency

Ambassador Zachmann for his excellent p,~rformance in discharg il\g his duty as

Chairman of the First Committee at the furty-first session of the General Assembly.

Over the past year, the people of the world have r/lade mlremitting efforts with

a view to the relaxation of international tension and the maintenance of world

peace. Disarmament, as an important part of the efforts to bring at .ut

international peace and security, continues to receive attention. The year 1961

saw some positive progress in the sphere of d\sarmament. The negotiations on

intermediat~ nuclear forces between the Unlted States ot America and the Soviet

Union have made important progress. The International Conference on th~
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Relationship between Disarmament and Development ~a8 convened for the first time

under the auspices of the United Nations. The ill-depth ne90tiations conducted at

the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva on th~ convention prohibiting chemical

weapons are proceeding. In addition to Latin America, a second nuclear-weapon-free

zone in the world, the South Pacific, was estsblished in the Southern Hemisphere.

All this has injected an atmosphere of relaxati00 into the international

situation. However, we cannot but be .oberly ~war.e that real disaLmambnt is still

tar from being realized, that the arRl3 race ls still going on and even extendlng

into outer apace, apd that the danger of a wo~ld war still remains. The yearning

of the people of the world for peace and developllle .... t, and their VOlces against war

and in favour of disarmament hav~ grown ever loud~r.

I should like now to share with you our iews O~ Borne relevant questions in

the light of developments over the past year.

To bring the nuclear arms race to a halt and to reallz~ nuclear disarmament

remains one of the issues of the day causing most concern to the people of the

world.
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Sin<-e the beginning of this year, the United States and the Soviet Union have

conducted frequent dialogues on disarmament, and each has put forward some new

proposals and propositions. After nearly six years of negotiations, the t ) sides

have now agreed to eliminate all their toedium- and anorter-cange missiles

world-wide, so as to achieve the ·doubl~ zeto·. Not long ago, the Foreiqn

Ministers of the Un,ted States and the Soviet Union met and reacned agreement in

principle on the elimination of the intermediate-range nuclear forces (INF) a

move we welcome.

As the INF question directly involves the security of the European and ASIan

countries, it has all along attracted concern and attencion from the relevant

countries. Proceeding on the basis of the interests of safeguarding world peace

a~1 security, they in one way or another put forward their own positive proposals

and reasonable demands, which, to a certain degree, served as an impetus for the

INF talkS between the United States and the Soviet Union. That fact shows that on

the q~~stion of nuclear cisarmament, whiCh bears on world peace and the security of

all countries, the small- and medium-sized countries not only are entitled to have

a say but can play a positive role as well. If'the United States and the tioviet

Union could indeed destroy their intermediate-range nuclear forces that are slated

for reduction, that would be the first concrete /Ileasure since the ::iecond World War

to effect a quantitative reduction of nuclear ~eapons, tnis would lepresent a step

forward in the course of nuclear disarIPame~lt.

Yet the inLermediate-range nuclear forces account for only a tiny po~tion of

their huge modern arsenals. Even after the complete destruction of those forces,

the two countries will still retain their overkill capability of destroying the

world many times over. Their huge stockpiles of strategic nuclear weapons have not

been touched at all. The 'loal of the complete and thorough destruction of nuclear
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weapons is still far f:om being achieved. The arms rmce between the two major

nuclear Powers is still going on at an even hiyher level.

With a view to maintaining world peace and security, the internati lnal

community ardently hopes that the United Statea and the Soviet Union will not stop

at this point but will accelerate the pace of their arms r~uctions.

During the general debate in the General Assembly and this Committee, many

representatives have correctly pointed out that after conclUding the INF agreement,

the United States and the Soviet Union should conduct further negotiations to reach

agreement on drastic reductions of other types of nuclear weapons, especially

strategic nuclear weapons. So far no substantive progress has been achieved in the

negotiations between the united States and the Soviet Union on the reduction of

strategic nuclear weapons. We hope that they will take practical a~tion as soon dS

possible to fulfil ~n earnest their obligation to take the lead in drastic nuclear

arms red~ctlon. They should not on the one hand conclude an INF agreement, but on

the other hand step up the arms race, focusing on the improvement of the quality of

nuclear weapuns. or continue their contentirn [or military su~eriorlty with even

more sophisticated weapon systoms. Many s1gns, however, indicate that such a trend

does exist, and people are greatly concerned about this, for compelling reaso~s.

China has all along stood for the complete prohibition and the thorough

de.t~uction of nuclear weapons. It is our consistent view that the two major

nuclear-weapon States, which possess more than 95 per cent of the world's total

nuclear weapon~, should take the lead in nalting the testing, production and

deployment of all types of nuclear weapons and in drastically reducing and

destroying all types of nuclear weapons deployed both at home and abroad. Only by

doing so could conditions be created for the convening of a broadly representative

international conference on nuclear disarmament, with the participation of all
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nuclear-weapon States, to work out measures for turther nUl:lear disarmament by all

nuclear States. That is the only realistic and feasible way that can lead to

complete nuolear disarmament. As a nuclear-weapon State, China will not .v~de its

responsibility. What is important, however, is that the internation4l l:ommunity

has already confirmed this principle - namely, that the United States and the

Soviet Union should take thp lead in halting the nuclear-arms race and drastically

reducing nuclear weapons. That fact is reflected in resolution 41/59 F, adopted by

consensus by the General Assembly last year. It is extremely necessary, in our

view, that this principle be reaffirmed by the current session of the General

Assembly.

We believe also that - with the existence of huye nuclear stoc~~iles and the

absence of a let-up in the nuclear-arms race - in order to reduce the risk of a

nuclear flare-up and create conditions for the thorouyh destruction of nuclear

weapons, it is still of practical significance for nuclear-weapon States to

undeLtake not to be the first to use nuclear weapons in any circumstances, and to

pledge unconditionally not to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against

non-nucLear-weapon States and nuclear-weapon-free zones. It is pUblic knowledge

that China has long since undertaken those two obligations. It is our hope that

all nuclear-weapon States, and the United States and tne Soviet Union in

particular, will no likewise, without any conditions.

While according top priority to nuclear disarmament, mtlny countries h"ve given

increasing attention to conventional disarmament in recent years. ibe cl08e

relationship between nuclear ana conventional disarmament I. come to be

recognized. 'rIlis year, for the first tiwe, substantive discussions were held in

the United Nations Disarmament Commission on the issue of conventional

disarmament. The reasons for focusing more on conventional disalluament are

obvious. They can be summarized as follows:
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FirBt, like nuclear arm3ment, conventional armament i8 a principal arena for

the 910bal arms race between the two ~uper-Powera. The conventional-arm~ race a180

constltutes a real threat to wor Id peace and stability. 'l:hat ia '!spec1.all~· so in

Europe, where the United States dnd the ~oviet Unioo, plus the two major military

alliances of the East anJ the west, have concentrated large amounts of nuclear and

conventional arms and are locked in a state of prolonged confrontation.

Secondly, as science and technology a~vance, conventional weapons tend to

become more and more flophisticated, and hence more ana more lethal and destructive.

Thirdly, t~e conventional armaments Jf a few countries far exceed the need for

national defence, and such ",riDS have been used as a tool for a' 'ression,

occupation, intervention and sub-Tarsi-cn against some small- and medium-sized

countries.

£ 'thly, the :I.oney spent on conventional armament is increaslng rapidly.

More th~n half of the world's nearly SUS 1 trillion military expenditure is spent

on conventional armament.
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In view of the ab()v~!. 11:. ia absolutely necessdry to carry out. d~astic

reductions in convoentiowsl armaments along with the reduction in the nuclear

armam.,nts. It goes without lJaying that the 8uper-l'Uwers, which p;..;lsess the largest

and the most advanced conv.,ntional arsenals, and the military alliances to which

they belong should take th" lead in drastically reducing their cOrlventional

armaments, with th~ offenSive conventional lVAcea as the first target. At the same

time, ",e believe tha.t ot,hl!ii( countries should also p.xercise restraint so as to

ensure that their military forces would not: f.!x(;eed their reasoo.sble need for

defence.

Ch'.1a has consistently held that conventional disarmament must be stressed

along wItn n~~lear d sarmament. 140t year, Olina sponsored for the first time a

draft resolution on conventional disarmament, which won the support of an

overwhelming majority of countries. We also took an dctive part in the relevant

deliberations in the Disarmament Commission this year and SUbmitted our working

document. The Chinese delegation will once again submit a draft resolution on

conventional disarm~mpnt to the General AsoelObly at its current SftS~10n.

The ar~s race in outer space represents a new form of arms race in the present

high technology era - although it i.s not the inevitable outcome of the "high-tech"

progress - as well as a qualitative esc~'latlon of the arms race. Although they are

still at is fledgling stage, the potential impact of outer space weapons on the

world political, ,nilitary and economic situations has already given rise to

increasing concern. If not haited in tillle, the arms race in outer space will

inevitably trigger a spiralling escalation of offensive nuclear weapons and

defensive weapon systems, th'JS making the process ot nuclear disarmament more

complicated a~d difficult and furth~r destabilizing the internationdl situ~tion.

lIalting the aClns race 1n outer space has therefoo:-e become an imperative task.
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'rhe exploration and utilization of outer space, which is the comloon WtHllth of

humanity, must be geared to bringin'::l b4:rnefit to lIIankind. uevelopmellt, tetlting,

production and deployment of outer-apace weapons in llny form by any country will '::10

against the popular aspiration for a peaceful international em·ironment. At

pres~nt, the United States of Amer ica and the Sov 1,- t Union are the only count r ies

that possess, test and develop outer-space weapon;. '('hey should heed the common

cry of tne people of all countries and take concrete steps illlll\ediately to stop the

outer-space arms race in any form. Not only should they refrain from developiny,

testing and deployinq spolce weapons, but they should also des .,roy all the existing

ones. The Conference on Disarmament at GenevI Iinould Iipeed up itb work In order to

begin negotiations as early as poss!.ble with a view to concluding an international

convention on the complete prohibitioll of all outer-space weavons.

People of the world urgently demand the complete elimination of chemical

weapons from the ':Jlobe and have made unremitting efforts to thia end. Uvel' the

past few years, marked progress has been mdde in the neqot.iationa on the conventi'.m

banning chemical weapons, \lhich nas become an item holding out greater promise tor

achievement in the multilateral disarmament efforts. 1bis year in particular, with

tt", joint efforts of all the members of the Conference on uitlarmament, we have

taken another step towards this goal. Of course, what we need now is not

unrealistic optimism but the redoubling of our efforts. In fact, there sdll exl.Jt

quite sharp differences on some key ql'c'stions. which requires all countries,

especially those that possesfl the largest chemical arsenals and the yreatest

proiuction capacil J • to continue their efforts to facilitate the process of

negotil1tion.

China was once the victim of chelldcal wec3lpons, the cruelt.y of which remains

fresh in its memory. We have consistently stood for the complete prohibition of
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chemical weaponp and believed that an efi:ective international convention must,

first, ensure the thorough destruction of the existing chemical weapons and their

production facilitieo and n~n-production of new chemical weapons, secondly, effect

the complete prohibiti.oll of chemical weapons, including the prohIbition of testing,

production, transfer, deployment and use of these weapons, thirdly, not harm or

af ft.'ct the development of any country' s civilian chemical industry, and fourthl~,

provide for necessary and effective verification measures. We have already IIIAde,

and will continue to make, our contributions to the conclusion of such an

international convention.

'I'he International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and

Oevelopment held not long ago is of gredt importance. With the joint eflorts of

all the participants, and in the spiT-it of seeking common ground while reservinq

differences and reaching consensus l.hrough consultations, the Conference formulated

the ~'inal Document, whic', represents the concrete result of its work. In spite of

its certain deficiencies, the Final Document is a positive one, which has basically

reflected the desire of the people of the world for dlsarmament and development,

and is conducive to arousing the attention of the ir,ternlltional community to the

relation3hip between disarmament and development.

How to handle properly the relationship between disarmament and development

has a bearing, not only 011 international peace and security, but alao on the

s'~cur ity and development of each individual country. '!'he exper ience of China has

demonstrated that it is both necessary and feasible to deal, reasonably and

appropriately, with the relationship between national defence and econcoic

development. We will resolutely march ~n this direction.

The third special session of the General Assembly 0',1 Disarmament is an

important issue facing our Committee this year. The fi£st session ot the
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Assembly will consider the relevant questions <snd decide on them.

There are st 1.11 different vpinions and ideas on the convocatic.n of the third

special session of the General Ass~mbly on disarmament. In our VI w, the third

npecial ses,,~on must achieve positive results. and. on the basis of cumming up the

development of the situation since the secono special seSS10n on disarmament.

reaffirm and substantiate the principles and programme of action in the Final

Document of the fi,st special session on disarmament, especially I:he two key

principles, namely:

"In the task of achieving the Ijoals of nuclear dit'armament. all the

nuclear-weapon Stales, in particular those among them which possess the most

important nuclear arsenals. bear a spec1al responsibility." (Uesolution

S-10/2, para. 48)

and

• States with the largest military arsenals have a special r.,apoosibility

in pursuing the proces8 of conventional armaments reductions." (!!.esolution

S-10/2, p.lra. 81)

At the third special session on disarmament the GenE'ral Assembly should also seek

more effective measures for the prevention of the arms race i~l outer space and for

the prohibition and thorough destruction ot chemical weapons. In addition, it

should further strengthen and encourage the role of the United Nations and other

multilateral disarmament machinery in the field of disarmament. Along with

helping to advance tl.e preparatory work. we will put forward further views on the

subject for discussion wtth other courtries. To sum up, in view of the great

importance of the third special session on disarmament. we must strive to ensure

its success. China is willing to Join hands with other countries to thiB end.
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An Asia-Pacific regional conference under the United Nations World DisArmament

Campaign was conv~ned in 8eijing last March, to whicb the Coinese Government lent

its active supporl. Proceeding from the purpose of m~intaining world peac~, the

diplomats, experts o~ disarmament issues, scholars and .,minent figures from 18

countries gathered there in a joint effort to explore ways of realizing disarmament

and maintaining peace. The Conference was crowned with success.
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The Conference on Disarmament. is the sole multilateral disarmament negotiatinq

forum, which shoui'c!ers the important task of neqotiating internationllll treatieo on

disarmament. China lIIt.tlllchea grelllt importance to the work of the Conference on

DislIIrmament and has taken an active part in it. Last March, Chinese Foreign

Min LH' er wu Xueqillln made an' .important statement lilt the Conference on Disarmament,

eXtJOunding the Chinese Government '8 views on the question of disarmament.

Improved and effective functioning of the Conference on Disllrmllment has been

;m issue of common conCer n to lIIl!.. For year s, sever al wor king groups have been

successively set up' for this purpose. This year, wi th the support of all quarters,

the Conference on Disarmament decided to re-establish a Group of Seven, with the

Ambassadors of Mexico, India, the Soviet Union, Hungary, Canllldlll, Australia and

China to the Conference on Disarmament as its members. I have the honour to have

been elected to the Chair of the Group. The Group started its work in the middle

of .June. Owing to a lack of time, ,le GL"OUP deemed it appropriate first to

concentrate in its deliberations on the auxiliary bodies and the annual report to

the General Assembly.

After serious deliberations, merrtlers of the Group reached a consensus on the

simplification and improvement of these two issues, and a ~eport was accordingly

submittee to the Conference on Disarmament. As some d. legations lIIre of the view

that further consultations are needed, the Conference on Disarmament did not take

any decisions. I hope that the work of the Group of Seven will continue to receive

support rrom all sides so as to achieve positive results in the future.

On the issue of safeguarding international peace and seenrIty and 'ealizing

disarmament, China has not only put forward a series of reasonable ploposals but

alao taken concrete action. We have on the whole accomplished the task of cutting

the size of our armed forces by 1 million and declared that China will conduct no

further atmospheric nuclear tests. Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library
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Military expenditures have been cut and our ~ilitary industry has been

reor iented on a large scale to c ivi lian prO<luction, which h(~,s produced some

preliminary economic benefits. We signed the relevant Protocols to the South

Pacific nuclear-free-aone Treaty this year. All this has given full expression to

China's sincere desire for peace. While supporting all proposals that genuinely

contribute to the cause of d~6a[mament, we welcome all the more warmly concrete

actions leading to a drastic reduction of Armaments.

At present, the Chinese people are striving towardS the magnificent goal of

economic development. The forthcoming 13th National Congress of the Communist

Party of China will further deepen our policy of reform and opening to the outside

world so as to accelerate national economic development. In order to facilitate

the advance of the international situation in a direct.ion favourable ~o peace and

development, China is ready to continue its ~ffo~ts together w~th all peace-loving

countries ~o oppose the arms race and hasten the realization of disarmament.

Mr. FONDER (Belgium) (interpretation from French): Allow me, Sir, warmly

to congratulate you on your election to the chairmanship of the Committee and to

assure you of my delegation's co-operation.

The 12 member States of the ~uropean Community hav3 already expres~ed through

their spokesman, Denmark, their views on a whole series of querltions relating to

disarmament and security. Needless to say, Belgium fUlly supports that statement.

I should none the less like to develop further certain points my country considers

of particular importance.

Everything indicates that the w k of the First Committee should this year

take place in a climate that is more favourable to constructive dialogue, which

would open the way Lo positive developments. That such a climate is more evident

thi6 year than in previous years is undoubtedly largely the result of improvements
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in East-West relations, more specifically in the key area of Arms control and

disarmament.

The entire world welcomed the agreement ir. principle reached by th~ two

super-Powers on the total eliminatiQn of a specific category of nuclear we~pons,

namely, intermediate-range nuclear missiles.

That agreement, which has been termed hitJtor i.:, has not yet been finalized

since a good number of problems· - inclUding vec if .~cation - S\.';' 1 1 remain to be

resolved. The agree.ent will form an important stage towards a balance of forces

likely to guarantee the secur~ty of all at the low~Bt possible level of forces.

That a~ .eement shows that, where there is sufficient will, si9nifi~ant results can

be obtained within time periods which only a year ago would have been considered

unreali sUe.

That being the case, a great deal remains to be done. ~fforts must be stepped

up so th~t negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union on the

reduction of strategic arsenals may succeed. Here again, an agreement in principle

exists on a SO-per-cent reduct~on. It must become reality. '!'hese negotiations are

of crucial importance for the development of super-Power relations. They will also

have a decisive influence on the whole set of: [lcoblems relating to the,..ontrol of

weapons and to disarmament.

Disarmament is a process that can only evolve through successive stages. But

security must be maintained - or even improved - at each stage. Agreements that

are of necessity partial agreements cannot challenge existing balan,-::es, nor can

they worsen real or potential imbalances. SE-curity must be seen as a whole, as

must our disarmament strategy. Priorities must ot course be established, but they

must take into account the effect they may have on security as a whole.

In this context, the problem of conventional 'lisarmament is of increasing
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importance and particular urgency - first of all in Europe, where we are faced wit.l

the greatest concenlr~tionof armed forces 1n the world. In this area, which we

consider crucial and of the greatest importance, stagnation could have the effect

of slowing doun or compromising efforts being tak~n in other fields.

In the framework of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in

Europe (CSCE), and after the Stockholm Conference, which produced a new generation

of confidence and security measuces, we hope it will be possible rapidly to reach

agreement in Vienna among the countries loembers of both alliances on a mandate to

negotiate on conventional stability in Europe at a reduced level of forces. My

country will spare no effort to ensure that these negotiations might begin next

year.
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In a broader context the united Nations specialized agencies have been

eVidencing a (' eater interest in the concept of conventional disarmament. This

year, the subject of conventional disacmament was on the agenda of the united

Nations Disarmament Commission, where useful work was done. The armed conflicts

that exisl in many parts of the world today remind us how urgent it is to make

progress in this field.

We are of the opinion that a regional approach to disarmament in general and

to conventional disarmament in particular is indispensable in the context of any

compr ehens ive and wor Id-wide disarmamt,n t effor t. It is encour aging to note that

this approach is Ileing taken in efforts lD'lder way in several regions of the world.

Turning to the question of the military uses of outer space, we would note

that the super-Powers recognize the importance of preserving the authority of the

only international legal instrument that exists, namely, the 1972 Treaty on the

Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems, and that they are working towards an

agreed interpretation while awaiting a future definitive solution that takes

security requirement<J into account. In this area <!lS well, the super-Powers are

aware of the need for greater transparency.

The question of a nuclear-test ban continues to be the area of nuclear

disarmament in which staqnation has been tl e most evidEmt. The results of contacts

between the two super-Powers on this point do, however, indicate that their

respective positions are moving closer together with regard to a gradual approach

to th~ problem. As Belgium has already explained here, debate on this questlon

must be {ealistic if we wish to progress towards concrete and achievable cesults.

I would recall the proposals made last year by the Belgian Minister for Foreign

Affairs in hi9 statement to the General Assembly. Those proposals were aimed at
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the development of a system of data exchange anti the "stahl ishment 01 a

verification regime for limiting testing, with regard to both number and

magnitude. It is important for the super-Powers to begin to explore this way of

ach iev ing gr ea ter tr anspar eney, wh id1 of itsel f wou Id lelld to iner eased

confidence. TQe idea of one super-Power conducting d nuclear test on the territory

of the other for verification purposes deserves more thorough consideration. Th~

fact tha t such ideas are be ing expr essed indica tes tha t the d iscusslon h aa bec()mt~

more open. Belgium welcomes that.

That being said, the work of the Conference on Disarmament on a nuclear-test

ban has not made progress in the absence of agreement on a mandate to establ ish an

ad hoc group. HO\';ever, the international qroupof fleismologlcal expertll was able

to pursue its useful activity in exchanging seismological data, which is a ~)int of

departure for the establishment of a reI iable ver ification system. Belgium would

encourage all participants to make a constructive contribution to that work and

welcomes all efforts to ensure that it continues.

The status of the work on a future convention on the total prohibition on

chemical weapons gives rise to more optimism regarding final results. Such a

convention is more than ever necessary, as was demonstrated again this year. Once

more, incontrovertible proof of the use of such wel\pons in the Iran-Iraq conflict

was gathered through the intermediary of the United Nations Secretary-General. A

new element was brought to light., and it indicates a disturbing eacalationt these

we'ipons were used against civil ian populations. Th is is a new and particularly

shocking violation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol, which, we should recall, remainp

the sole norm of international law in this field. Belgium, in close co-operation

with its partners and with a gr.owing number of other <.'Ountries, is endeavouring to

halt the proliferation of such weapons through strict control m~asures whilp

awaiting a definitive and la~ Iq solution, which flhould be found as soon as
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P0'iB ible. Here we would note that the work of the Ad Hoc Commit tee en trusted wi th

prepar ing a dri\ft convention has made pr:OC)ress on a number of crucial point.s. ThaI

progreStl was made possible by bilateral contacts which led to (·he surmounting of

major obstacles.

Belgium, which ~ Chairman of one of the working qtOUpJ of the Ad Hoc

Committee, welcomes the pot'litive development£' that have eli4bled us to break t:~~

d .iolock, of which I would mention particularly the acceptance by all participating

countries ot the principle of verification by challenge in all circumstances.

Everyone agrees that the outlines of a future c")l\vention are becoming increasingly

cldar. Obviously, important chapters remain to be completed' the list of chemical

substances that must be made subjecl. to the author ity of the convention) the

question of future non-production of chemical wea~ns) the role of the chemical

industry in ~o ver ification regime) the preparation of modalities for ver ification

by challel\ge ,-d\d the international institution that will be entrusted with

supervising the implementation of the fllture convention.

Belgium, ':.hrough the st~tements of lts Ministel for P''>reign Affairs at. the

plenary meeting of che ::'onferencc on Disarma:nent 0\\ 23 July and during the general

debate of the General. Assembly at its forty-s£cond session, has offered to act as

host to the p:ojected international institution.

Belgium considers it imperative that as complete a convention as possible be

achieved as soon as possihle.

A cl imat.e of confidence and great.er transparency are ,.laments that obvi0usly

had .l bearing on the positive developments in the Conference's work in this

regard. There iB therefore room to believe that other st.eps designed to increase

confidence will provide an imPt!tus for I ur t.her work towards the prohibi Hall of

chet/lieal weapons, thereby enabU.ng us to move closer to a final agreement in the

form of a convent.ion.
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The visit to a chemical weapons installati:,n in Shikhany, in the soviet Union,

earlier this month shows that that country alsu i8 beginning to become aware of the

\leed for greatel: transparency, a basic ..ond'.tion for /l climate of confid\tnce.
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~elgium welcome~ such initiatives and aupports all condtructive ideas intended

to create ar~ increase confidence. In this context, my country is in favour of the

idea that the two super-Powers should voluntarily declare, to facilitate agreement

on 8 convention, the volume a~~ composition of their stockpiles of chemical

weapons. which would encourage the othe. chemical-weapon countries to follow Allit.

The Conference on thf' Relationahip hetween Development and oiaarmament ended

its work a fow weeks ago with tho production of a ~inlll Document. In itaelf, that

result is the expression of a will to deal with this uery complex matter in ,n open

a~ realistic way. The pftrticipants demonstrated wisdom, agreeing to avoi~ sterile

polemics ar,d pointle.,., even counter -productive, antagonism. Nevertheless, the

auestion of a better halanced distribution of available resources between security

needs and the needs of development at the reqional and international levels

d~serves fUlther consideration, tn a way that avoids biased analyses or hasty

conclusions. The relationship between the concepts of disarmament and development

is far from being exclusively financial. The transfer of. financial resources

rele&sed hy disarmament or arms reduction agreements - assuming that that would

always be possible - ~uld not of itself re80lve the problem of under-development.

In order hetter to assess the i~act of military expenditure8 on economic and

social development, we must have reliable data and statistic8. Here, too,

confideoce and transparency have a role to play, and imagination and good will must

be shown if we are to be able to develop certain initiatives.

Those are the few priority points I wanted to mak~. I knew that In makir.1

them I risked mak inq an inco""lete :ltatement, but I am convinced that on the valll.

8ubject of disarmament Lt i8 hetter to limit oneself to the matters that are most

urgent and most u8~ful in our debates.
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Mr. ~rnIASSI (Togo) (interpret~tion from French): Mr. Chairman, your

competence, discipline ad skill gu&rantee that the work of the pirst Committea

durinq the forty-second 1Il4t.... ion of too General ASflenf.ly ..,ill have authol ity and he

effective and succes..fu!. Tho..e are thn sillPle, hut natural, fe81il.gs of my

delegation on your unanimous election to your high office in this important

Committee. We hold those feelings with cf,ntldence. Let me add my frateCllitl

ple~Aure that special relations of friendship and close co-operation link your

'llellt country, Zaire, and my country, Togo, relations t:hat are, heppily, developin'l.

My delegation warmly congratulatea you, sir, and the other officers of the

Committee, and pays trihute to your predecessor, Ambas8adol" Sieqfried Zachmann, of

the (;erman DemocHlltic Republic. We assur., you of our readinesti to co-op.)rate with

you in carrying out your lofty ta~k8, however rlelicate they may be.

The scope of diSllrmament efforts is worthj of the commitment we made, when

sUhBcrihing to the rharter, to f1ave succeeding generations from the scourge of war.

However, the slow progress towards reaching general and complete disarmament

is expl~ined by the fact that petty geo-political calculations, mistrust and the

desire to dominate continue to inspire a sear~h for security t:lrough the unbridl6d

armB race.

Thus today the pursuit and intensification of military competition ...00 the

increase in regional conflicts show that our worl<i is v~ry Ht.tle concerned about,

or even defies the dilemma rightly mentioned i' the Final Document of the first

special BeRsion devoted to disarmament that mankind

"must halt the arms race and proceed to disarmament or face annihilation."

(S-10(2, para. 18)

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



.TP/edd A/C.l/42/PV.6
~fl

(Mr. Kouassl, Togo)

Certainly, since the adoption of ti,e first reROlutioll on disarmament iqxJrtant

bilateral and multilateral agree~ents have t~en reached. However, as they mostly

involve partial or collate-:al IIIlUISUres, those agreements are more non-armlliment

agreements than disarmament agreements.

Moreover, since the end of tM Second World \Il/O,r we haVEr heen living under the

threat of nuclear weapons. The 8i:-.e of the threat is shown by expert- estimates

that the POW~l 01 the strateqic arsenals of the two Duper-Powers alone ls

equivalent to 500,00u tlr.;es that of the bomh that dltstroyed J1iroRhima.

P'uthermore, acccordinq to well-eetahliahed scientific fact!':

"An atomic conflict between the two super-Powers would result in the following

months in a glacier that would extend over the whole planet. A large part of

the flor" ... nd fauna would disappear, victims of ."11 climatic upheaval. Human

populations that avoided the conflict or escaped the bomhings would then find

themselves without ODd resources and would in turn be thre~tened 1ith

extinction."

Now lo those risks we must add the ovecridlng need ':0 URe nuclear energy with

extreme caution, our awareness of which stems from the Draconian safety measures

and measures for radiological protection imposed following the accidents that have

occurred in the pa8t 20 years at some nuclear power plants.

The persistence of the threat to the survival of tha human species presented

hy nuclear weapons 8trengthens the validity of the 8pecia! priority given to

nuclear disarmament hy the Programme of Action in he Final Document of the tenth

8pecial 3es8ion.

It i8 somewhat comforting ~o note today that, re8ponding to the Programme of

ActIon, the !Jnited statea an<'l the Soviet llnion have reached agreement in principle

to dismantle their short-range an,l intermediate-range missiles in Europe. To he
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Rure, the signing and implement~tion of the agreement do not mean the complete

denuclearization of F.urope, hecause in the old continent there will continue to be

~8cd 4 r OO' North Atlantic Trea~v Organization (NATO) warheao~ and other nuclear

arsenals. Nevertheless, it is a historic decision of great polItical significance,

because it makes a reality of the common desire for peace and neqotJation of the

two super-Powers.

If the agreement is to have a genuine and lasting impact on the process of

general and complete disarmament, it is important th~t it inaugurate a new concept

of ~ecurity without nuclear weapons. The agreement should also be a valuable

stepping-stone to suboequent negotiaticns, which should deal suc~eRsivaly with

tactical and strategic nuclear weapons, conventional and other weapons, projects

for the militarization of space, puclear tests and the settlement of regional

conflicts.
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In the interest of international peace and security it is not only desirable

hut also essential that the United Htates-Soviet initiative serve as an example and

a stimulus for the other nuclear Po«ers and point to a new stage in the

negotiations with a .f!.ew to concluc:Ung other djsa~!llAment agreements.

TO the extent that disarmament is a multidimen9ional goal and an evolving

process, it is 'Jp to us to follow with sustained interest and actively enCOUrlrge

all concrete initiatives that would reverse t_. trend towardB the &ccumu1ation of

military ar8enals.

That is why the dalegation of Togo welco-.s the f.act that for the first time

in history the United States of America and the Soviet nnion, aware of their

primary responsihilicy in this matter, are preparing to conclude a genuine

agreement even if, for the time being, it is partial in nattire.

Because of the political influence and military power of the two signatories

and because of its geographiclll scope, the forthcoming nuclear disarmament

agreement will he a double factor for East-West detente and for balance in Europe.

MQreover, it illustrates the important contrihution that defending and achieving

regional security can make to the consolidation of international peace and security.

This consideration fully justifies having the international community continue

to give complete attention and support to the various efforts made by the

deve1C'ping countries to promote regional disarmament. These countries, moreover,

have always demonstrated their political will and commitment in this regard through

their stand in favour of pe"ce and especially through their initiatives to bring

about the peaceful Settlement of disputes of which they have become the central

focus, and to hring about the creation of nuclear-weapnn-free zones.

By adopting in 1964 the Declaration on the denp~lparizationof Africa, the

Organization of African Unity (OAU) intended to indicate its commitment to nuclear
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diaarmament and to the prevention of nuclear war in general a8 well as its

comrn1.tment to the non-proliferation of nucleitr weapons, especially to the

prevention of thE: introduction of nuclear weapons into Africa.

Scrupulously respectlnq that Declaration and going beyond it, ~ majority of

African States - 37 of them - have thus far become parties to the T~eaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), to which South Africa is very wary of

becoming a party, and not without reason.

In this regard, the justice and relevance of the African initj~tive justifies

the fact that it has since that time received the constant support of the united

Nations.

The validity of this important Declaration was moreover strengthened when, a

its tenth special session, the General Assembly felt it desirable for the Security

COUIIC 1 t r take the necessary effective measures each time that it was necessary to

ensure that th~8 goal of the denuclearization of Africa should not be compromised.

Thanks to the vigilance and sense of responsibility that our regional organLz~tion

has demonstrated, it was possible to estahlish objective reports on the nuclear

capacity of South Africa and in this case I am referring to the relevant reports of

the Secretary-General and of the united Nations Inatitute for Disarmament

Research. It has been shown that for many yeara the raciat regime of South Africa

has tried to undermine the implementation of the Declaration on th

denuclearization of Africa and it is therefure much to be regretted that the

oisarmamer.t Commission has still not reached a conaensua on the nuclear capacity of

South Africa.

In the light of our common concern to strengthen the role of the united

NationR in the disarmament fielil, it is hecoming indispensable for the specific

studies undertaken under the auspices of the United Nations to serve as a quide for

our efforts to promote disarmament. Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library
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While the validity of the disarmament studies is put in question, disputes

about t.he nuclear capacity of South Atrica by some Powers i8 8uch as to encourage

the racist r6gime in ita persistent refusal to submit all its nucleaL in8tallationa

to th6 guarantee8 provided by the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Now, while already constituting a 8eriou8 threat to international peace and

security, nuclea~ capacity i8 becoming a means at permanent blackmail when that

capacity i8 acauired by a r'gime which, in defiance of international law and

relevant united Nation8 resolutions, continually and 8ystematically tramples upon

funda..ntal treedoma and human rights, a r'gime which per8i8t8 in its illegal

occupation and systematic pillaging at the resources of Namibia and multiplies its

acts of aggression and manoeuvres of de8tabilization again8t its neighbours.

with reqard to the valuahle contribution which the creation of

nuclear-weApon-tree zones can make to world balance, it is more than ever urgent

for the Security Council to envisage taking the necessary measures to force the

apartheid r69i.. to beed th~ provi8ions of the Declaration on the denucleari2ation

of Africa as well as to heed the relevant United Nations resolutions.

Since the establishment of the united Nations, the development and disarmament

D~ad..s have been proclaimed in order to realize the twoilssential goals of our

Organization. unfortunately we note that the results achieved are hardly in

keeping with our legitimate expectations. Indeed, security and international

co-operation policies undertaken since then have shown a striking contrast between

the sustained vigour of armament effort8 and the increa~in9 relAtive gap 8eparating

the rich and poor countrie8.

Now, according to one of the conclusions of a study done in 1981 by experts on

the relationship between disarmament and development,
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-Th. world c~n either pursue the ar.a race with singular energy or it can

deliber~t.ly and p~OMptly turn to st.hle and balanced social and economic

development within the fr-..work of a .are atable internetional economic and

polit~cal order. It cannot pursue the.. two goals at the .a.. time.-

In this regard, it ia a tt_Iy sign that, thanka to the ever growing support

of the Member State., the idea of deter.ining the link between disarmament and

development has reached a point where it sllowed for the convening of the recent

International CO:lference on the relation.hip between the.e two ..tters. In the

10llq process of multUateral study of the relationship between di.arlllalllent aoo

development, the holding af this Conference representa a historic event the ~~

of which will be judged in the ~i9ht of the political will of Member State. to

study and spell out the guideUnes contained in the Pinal Document, because the

laborious and difficult consensus arrived at con.titutes not eo muc~ an agreement

or firm commitment a. a .ini.u. pl.tfor. fra. which to start undertaking .ub••au~nt

negotiation.. The.e negotiations should deter.ine the specific implications aoo

modalities involved when we try to cut out and transfer reaources from the arms

race for the benefit of dev.l~nt.

In any '~a.e, the consenSus achieved by the Conference should be confirmed and

strengthened by study of the report of the Conference at the pre.ent .e.sion of the

General As.embly and in tht cour.e of the thir~ special se.sion devoted to

disarmament.
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Th~ first special session of the General AssemDly on disarmament had his~oric

merit in that it adopted Pinal Document laying down the guidelines and precise

framework for effortA and initiatives on disarmam@nt.

We are talking about an important programn~ of action whose realization should

have been facilitated by the second special session on disarmament. At that

session the General Assembly initiated an essential task - the launching of a world

campaign for disarmament - but it proved unable to renew the consensUS that had

been achieved at the first special session on di8arma~nt. That failure poses a

challenge to the promotion of disarmament efforts, and the third special session on

disarmament must meet it resolutely, inspired by the favourable prospects for the

:onclusion of a nuclear disarmament agreement, and it should achiev~ the broad

consensus necessary to speed up the p~ocess of general and complete disarmament.

If our commitment to peace and disarmament is manifested in mere rltu~l at

each session of the General Assembly, we run the risk of leaving the way clear for

the triumph of militarism and the use of force.

The complexity of the Question and the importance of what is at stake may

often explain the slown progress in disarmament matters, hut we have col1l1litments

under the Charter and it is our obligation to pursue and increase our efforts to

promote ~nternational peace and security, consolidating what haR alr.ady been

achieved, tr~nscending political and ideological barriers and strengthening

Rolidarity among peoples.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): Members will recall that on

13 OCtober the Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Permanent Representative of

Roman~a, Mr. Petre Tanasie, introduced a draft reBolution on ag~nda item 62 (d),

vh~.ch is contained in ~ocument A/C.l/42/T•• I. It relates to the importance and

urgency of this matt~r, and I wou~d propose that if possihle the decision-making

process on that draft resolution begin at our afternoon meeting tomorrow, Friday,

16 October 19h1. The Committee would then submit its recommendations to tbe

General Assembly. 80 that the ABBembly could consider it, if poflsihle at the

beginning of next week. If I hear no objection, 1 shall take it that the Committee

ap~roves my propcB41.

It was 80 decided.

The meeting rose at 12.~.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library




