
Rajchman felt that it would be useful at some 
later time for the Economic and Social Council 
to examine the non-devastated areas of the 
world. The credit needed by the devastated 
areas was for food supplies, raw materials or . 
capital goods. Since capital goods were very 
limited, all countries were competing for them at 
the present time. 

Mr. Rajchman pointed out that the real dif­
ference between the devastated and the non-dev­
astated areas was that in addition to devastation 
the countries of Europe had no means of pay­
ment, whereas the non-devastated areas, while 
they certainly had great needs, were often in a 
good position to pay for supplies out of monetary 
reserves accumulated during the war. But apart 
from that, he agreed with the representative of 
Greece that there should be no system of priority 
in consideration of the credit applications made 
to international institutions. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that he would 
pass to the Secretariat the request by the repre­
sentative of Poland to have a report on the 
programme for 194 7. 

The meeting rose at 5.10 p.m. 

TWENTY -FIRST· MEETING 

Held at Lake Success, New York, on Monday, 
25 November 1946, at 11 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. 0. LANGE (Poland). 

[AjC.2j66] 

30. Economic reconstruction of devastated 
areas (documents A/126 and A/1471: 
continuation of the general discussion 

Mr. GROSFELD (Poland) stressed the fact 
that reconstruction of the devastated areas was 
not only a moral obligation for the United Na­
tions, but also an essential factor in the restora­
tion of world economy, in the re-establishment 
of international trade, and in any international 
action to raise the standard of living of the 
various peoples of the world. At the same time, 
however, the need to improve the lot of the 
underdeveloped countries must not be over­
looked. 

The Polish delegation considered that recon­
struction could only be brought about by inter­
national action. It therefore supported the reso­
lution of the Economic and Social Council1 and 
approved the proposal to create an international 
agency for the reconstruction of devastated 
countries. 

Mr. HANc (Czechoslovakia) also pointed out 
that the problem qmcerned both the devastated 
areas and the less developed countries, and that 

1 See Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social 
Council during its third session from 11 September to 
10 December 1946, Resolution No. 5 (III), pages 5 to 8. 

M. Rajchman pense qu'il se:ait utile que le 
Conseil economique et social procede ulterieure­
ment a 1' examen des regions non devastees du 
monde. Les credits dont les regions devastees ont' 
besoin, sont destines a couvrir les importations en 
denrees alimentaires, en matieres premieres et 
en biens d'equipement. Les biens d'equipement 
etant tres limites, taus les pays, a l'heure actuelle, 
se les disputent. 

M. Rajchman fait remarquer que la vraie 
difference entre les pays devastes et les pays non 
devastes consiste dans le fait que les premiers ne 
sont pas seulement devastes mais sont egalement 
depourvus de moyens de paiements, alors que · 
les pays non devastes, encore que leurs besoins 
soient certes considerables, sont souvent parfaite­
ment en mesure d'importer en puisant aux re· 
serves monetaires qu'ils ant accumulees au cours 
de la guerre. Au demeurant, il partage les vues 
du representant de la Grece et se prononce 
contre toute consideration de priorite dans 
l'examen des demandes de credit adressees aux 
institutions internationales. 

Le PRESIDENT annonce qu'il transmettra au 
Secretariat la demande presentee par le repre­
sentant de la Pologne pour qu'un rapport soit 
presente sur le programme de 194 7. 

La seance est levee a 17 h. 10. 

VINGT ET UNIEME SEANCE 

Tenue a Lake Success, New-York, le lundi 
25 novembre 1946, a 11 heures. 

President: M. 0. LANGE (Pologne). 

[AjC.2/66J 

30. Reconstruction economique des regions 
devastees (documents A/ 126 et A/ 
1471: suite de Ia discussion generale 

M. GROSFELD ( Pologne) souligne que la re­
construction des regions devastees n'est pas 
seulement une obligation morale pour les Na­
tions Unies, rnais aussi une condition necessaire 
au relevement de l'economie mondiale, au re­
tablissement du commerce international et. a 
une action internationale visant a ameliorer le 
niveau de vie des differents peuples. Cependant, 
parallelement a cette question, il ne faut pas 
oublier la m!cessite d'ameliorer le sort des pays 
peu developpes. 

La delegation polonaise estime que cette re­
construction ne peut etre realisCe que par une 
action internationale. Elle . appuie done Ia re­
solution du Conseil economique et social\ et ap­
prouye la proposition de creer un. organisme in­
ternational pour la reconstruction des pays 
devastes. 

M. HANC (Tchecoslovaquie) indique egale­
ment que le probleme concerne a la fois les pays 
devastes et les pays a econo~ie peu developpee, 

1 Voir les Resolutions adoptees . par le Conseil eco­
nomique et social pendant sa troisierne session, du 11 sep­
ternbre au 10 decernbre 1946, resolution No 5 (III), 
pages 5 a 8. 
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it could be resolved only through international 
co-operation. 

According to its terms of reference, however, 
the Second Committee could only deal with the 
devastated countries, that was to say, those 
whose national wealth had diminished as a result 
of war, occupation and direct exploitation by 
the enemy. 

Those countries had suffered enormous dam­
age and were now faced with urgent problems 
concerning the reconstruction of buildings, re­
constitution of livestock, reafforestation, restora­
tion of transport facilities and so on, which, in 
their turn, raised· financial problems. 

Among the means recommended by the Eco­
nomic and Social Council for the solution of 
those problems, the creation of an econoinic 
commission for Europe could be of use only if 
the commission were to provide effective assist­
ance and undertake definite work which could 
not be successfully carried out by already exist­
ing organizations. If the Committee decided in 
favour of establishing such a commission, the 
Czechoslovak delegation would give the proposal 
full consideration. 

Mr. AMADOR (Mexico) said that the inter­
dependence of world economic problems should 
lead members of the Committee to consider the 
problems of less developed regions together with 
those of the devastated areas. Consequently, if 
the General Assembly were to recommend that 
the Economic and Social Council set up an eco­
nomic commission under Article 68 of the 
Charter, the competence of the commission 
should not' be limited to Europe or to the devas­
tated areas, but should extend to the undevel­
oped or less developed regions, wherever they 
were situated, first consideration being given to 
countries which were Members of the United 
Nations. 

Mr. WELLS (United Kingdom) considered 
that there should be established an economic 
commission for Europe, to study the measures 
to be adopted to continue and develop the work 
of reconstruction. He stressed the fact that the 
temporary Sub-Commission on Devastated Areas 
had had only a short time to do its work and 
that there were many subjects which required 
further detailed examination. In particular, the 
proposed economic commission should devote 
some of its attention to the problems arising 
from the relationship of occupied Germany to 
the neighboring states of Europe. 

He stressed the fact that numerous problems, 
such as the reconstitution of productive capital 
and the obtaining of foreign credits, were com­
mon to many countries and should therefore 
receive a common solution. 

The Emergency Economic Committee for 
Europe ( EECE), the European Coal Organiza­
tion ( ECO) and the European Central Inland 
Transport Organization ( ECITO) had done 
important work. It was essential that those 
organizations continue to exist and that they 
should, if possible, be developed. They were not, 

et qu'il ne peut etre resolu que par la coopera-· 
tion internationale. 

Toutefois, la Deuxieme Commission ne doit 
se preoccuper, aux termes de son mandat, que 
des pays devastes, c'est-a-dire de ceux dont la 
richesse nationale a diminue, du fait de la guerre, 
de !'occupation et de !'exploitation directe par 
l'ennemi. 

Ces pays ont subi des dommages immenses et 
se trouvent actuellement en presence de pro­
blemes urgents concernant la reconstruction im­
mobiliere, la reconstitution du cheptel, des forets, 
des moyens de transport, etc., qui soulevent, a 
leur tour, des problemes de financement. 

Parmi les moyens recommandes par le Conseil 
economique et social pour resoudre ces pro­
blemes, la creation d'une commission econo­
mique pour l'Europe ne peut etre utile que si 
cette commission organise une assistance effec­
tive et entreprend une action definie qui ne peut 
etre menee a bien par les institutions deja exis­
tantes. Si la Commission decide de creer cet 
organisme, Ia delegation tchecoslovaque exami­
nera cette proposition avec toute la consideration 
qu'elle merite. 

M. AMADOR (Mexique) declare que l'interde­
pendance des problemes economiques mondiaux 
doit conduire les membres de la Commission a 
considerer a la fois les regions devastees et les 
regions a economie peu developpee. Par conse­
quent, si l'Assemblee generale doit recommander 
au Conseil economique et social d'instituer, con­
formement a I' Article 68 de la Charte, une 
commission economique, i1 est desirable que Ia 
competence de cette derniere porte, non seule­
ment sur !'Europe ou sur les zones devastees, 
mais aussi sur les zones non developpees ou mains 
developpees, queUe que soit leur situation geo­
graphique, et en commen~ant par les pays _Mem­
bres des Nations Unies. 

M. WELLS (Royaume-Uni) declare qu'une 
commission economique pour !'Europe devrait 
etre creee, pour etudier les mesures a adopter 
en vue de maintenir et developper les travaux 
de la reconstruction. II souligne que Ia Sous­
":om-:nissic;:u temporaire llOUf \es regions devastees 
nJavait dispose que de peu de temps pour ses 
travaux, et que plusieurs points necessitent encore 
une etude plus approfondie. En particulier, la 
commission economique projetl~e devrait con­
sacrer une partie de son temps aux problemes 
souleves par la connexite entre 1' Allemagne oc­
cupee et les Etats qui lui sont voisins. 

11 souligne que de nombreux problemes, p~ 
lesquels la reconstitution du capital productif 
et l' obtention de credits etrangers, sont communs 
a un grand nombre de pays et doivent, par 
consequent, recevoir une solution commune. 

Le Co mite economiq ue extraordinaire pour 
!'Europe ( EECE), !'Organisation europeenne du 
charbon ( ECO) et !'Organisation des transports 
interieurs de !'Europe centrale (ECITO) ont 
accompli un travail important. 11 ~t indispen­
sable que ces organisations soient mamtenues et, 
si possible, developpees. Toutefois, ces institu-
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however, directly dependent upon the United 
Nations. This dependence could, on the other 
hand, be assured by the creation of the economic 
commission for Europe. It was to be hoped· 
that the United States of America and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics would co­
operate in the work of the commission, together 
with all the European Members of the United 
Nations. 

If a similar commission was suggested for the 
Far East, the United Kingdom delegation would 
give the proposal serious consideration. 

The functions of the proposed commission 
would relate, on the one hand, to problems of 
reconstruction, in particular of devastated areas, 
and, on the other hand, to problems of economic 
co-ordination. 

Mr. Wells said that the term "devastation" 
included not only physical damage, but also 
economic dislocation resulting from the war. 

The establishment of a commission of the 
kind suggested, for a limited period of time 
and with limited geographical scope, would be 
of considerable assistance in the work of the 
General Assembly and of the Economic and 
Social Council. Naturally, any question which 
was beyond the competence of the commission 
would be ref erred to the Economic and Social 
Council or to one of its other commissions. In 
addition, any non-European Member of the 
United Nations could participate in the discus­
sions of questions which were of concern to it. 

For those reasons, the United Kingdom dele­
gation hoped that the proposal to set up the 
commission would be adopted. 

Mr. VAN LANGENHOVE (Belgium) pointed 
out that his country, though devastated, was 
undertaking its economic reconstruction without 
international assistance: It was, however, in its 
interest, as in the general interest, that the 
reconstruction of all devastated countries should 
be accomplished as rapidly and as completely as 
possible. 

But to what war-devastated countries did the 
resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 
2 February refer1 ? According to the resolution 
of the Economic and Social Council of 21 June 
19462

, it referred to the countries which were 
confronted with important and urgent· tasks of 
economic reconstruction resulting from occupa­
tion or material devastation. 

Mr. van Langenhove did not underestimate 
the importance of the problems of South America 
or of the Far East. However, since the first of 
those problems had been entrusted to another 
sub-commission and since the second would be 
the subject of special study, he would limit his 
observations to the question of the economic 
reconstruction of Europe. 

1 See Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly 
during the first part of its first. session, page 38, No. 3. 

2 See journal of the Economic and Social Council, 
page 514, No. 6. 

tions ne dependent pas directement de !'Organi­
sation des Nations Unies. Cette dependance 
serait, par contre, assuree par Ia creation de la 
commission economique pour l'Europe. II est 
desirable que les Etats-Unis d'Amerique et 
!'Union des Republiques socialistes sovietiques 
cooperent aux travaux de cette commission, ainsi 
que tous les pays europeens Membres de 
I' Organisation des Nations Unies. 

Si une commission analogue etait proposee 
pour !'Extreme-Orient, la delegation du 
Royaume-Uni etudierait ce projet avec la plus 
grande attention. · 

Les fonctions de la commission projetee con­
cerneraient, d'une part, les problemes de la re­
construction, notamment de celle des regions de­
vastees, et, d'autre part, les probU::mes de la 'co­
ordination economique. 

M. Wells precise que le mot "devastation" 
comprend, non seulement, les dommages physi­
ques, mais Ia dislocation economique due a la 
guerre. · 

L'institution d'une commission de cette sorte, 
prevue pour un temps limite et pour des zones 
geographiques determinees, apporterait une aide 
considerable au travail de I' AssemblCe generale 
et' du Conseil economique et social. Naturelle­
ment, toute question debordant sa competence 
serait renvoyee au Conseil economique et social 
ou a l'une de ses commissions. D'autre part, 
tout Membre non europeen des Nations Unie~~ 
pourra participer aux deliberations sur les ques­
tions qui l'interessent. 

Pour ces raisons, la delegation du Royaume­
Uni souhaite que le projet d'institution de cette 
commission soit adopte. 

. M. VAN LANGENHOVE (Belgique) fait remar­
quer que son pays, bien que devaste, accomplit 
sa reconstruction economique sans recourir a 
!'assistance internationale. Cependant, son in­
teret, qui se confond, a cet egard, avec !'interet 
general, est que Ia reconstruction de tousles Etats 
devastes soit aussi rapide et aussi complete que 
possible. · 

Cependant, quels sont les pays devastes par la 
guerre que vise Ia resolution prise par I' Assem­
blee, le 2 £evrier1 ? Suivant la resolution du 
Conseil economique et social du 21 juin 19462

, 

ce sont les pays qui se trouvent places devant des 
taches importantes et urgentes, en ce qui con­
cerne la reconstruction economique, a Ia suite 
de !'occupation ou de devastations materielles. 

M. van Langenhove ne meconnait pas !'im­
portance des problemes concernant 1' Amerique 
du Sud ou l'E~treme-Orient. Cependant, le 
premier de ces problemes etant confie a une 
autre sous-commission, et le deuxieme faisant 
!'objet d'etudes speciales, illimitera ses observa­
tions a Ia reconstruction economique en Europe. 

• Voir les Resolutions adoptees par l' Assemblle gene­
raZe pendant Ia premiere partie de sa premiere session, 
page 38, No 3. 

'Voir Ie Journal No 29 du Conseil economique et 
social, page 514, No 6. 



The first problem referred to in the resolution 
of the Economic and Social Council of 3 October 
19461 was that of financing urgent reconstruc­
tion needs. It would be of great value if a mem­
ber of the International Bank for Reconstruction 
could make a statement before the members of 
the Second Committee on the concrete measures 
which the Bank envisaged. It would also be 
important to know the role which the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund could play, how the 
production and export of coal and of agricultural 
products could be increased, etc. 

It was not sufficient to call the attention of 
Governments and specialized agencies to those 
problems. It was necessary: 

1. that the Sub-Commission on Devastated 
Areas be invited to study the different points 
referred to in the recommendations and to 
propose the concrete measures necessary for 
their practical solution. 

2. that the Secretary-General be asked to 
contact the interested Governments and to 
obtain suggestions on measures to be taken in 
regard to the points brought to their attention. 

3. that the Economic and Social Council 
be invited to set up, during its next session, 
the economic · commission for Europe, the 
establishment of which was proposed by the 
Sub-Commission. 
The danger of segregation, which had been 

invoked in connection with the proposed com­
mission, would be much greater if the economic 
reconstruction of Europe was undertaken with­
out the United Nations. It was of the greatest 
importance that regional problems, such as in­
ternal transportation or production and distri­
bution of electric power, be co-ordinated and 
that fruitful co-operation be enabled to develop 
between the different economic and social sys­
tems of the European countries. 

The war had brought great changes to the 
economic situation of those . countries. Their 
economic policy had to take account of those 
changes in the orientation of reconstruction, and 
of the effect which they could have on balances 
of payments. That was a new conception of 
international economic policy. But to attempt 
to institute at the outset a veritable international 
management would probably lead to failure. 
The co-operation envisaged in the Charter could 

. be attained by consultation, without trespassing 
on national sovereignty. 

Mr. LEONTIC (Yugoslavia) agreed warmly 
with what had been said by the representatives 
of Brazil, Argentina and Peru concerning the 
solidarity of all men regardless of nationality, 
race or religion. He recalled the cultural and 

1 See Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social 
Council during its third session from 11 September to 
10 December 1946, Resolution No. 5 (III), pages 5 
to 8. 
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Le premier probleme, vise par la resolution 
du Conseil economique et social du 3 octobre 
19461

, est celui du financeinent des besoins ur­
gents pour la reconstruction. II serait important 
qu'un representant de la Banque internationale 
pour Ia reconstruction fasse, devant les membres 
de la Deuxieme Commission, un expose sur les 
dispositions concretes envisagees par cette institu­
tion. II importe egalement de savoir quel role 
pourra jouer le Fonds monetaire international, 
comment on pourra augmenter la production et 
!'exportation du charbon ou des produits agri­
coles, etc. · 

II ne suffit pas d'attirer !'attention des Gou­
vernements et des institutions specialisees sur ces 
problemes. II faut: 

1. que la Sous-Commission des regions de­
vastees soit invitee a poursuivre l'etude des 
divers points vises dans ces recommandations, 
et a proposer les mesures concretes necessaires 
pour leur donner une suite pratique. 

2. que le Secretaire general soit prie de 
prendre contact avec les Gouvernements int6-
resses et de recueillir les suggestions sur les 
dispositions a prendre en ce qui conceme les 
points qui ont ete signales a leur attention. 

3. que le Conseil economique et social soit 
invite a constituer, au cours de sa prochaine 
session, Ia commission economique pour !'Eu­
rope, dont Ia Sous-Commission a propose Ia 
creation. 
Le danger de fractionnement, que l'on a 

invoque a propos de ce dernier . point, serait 
beaucoup plus grand si on laissait Ia recons­
truction economique de !'Europe se poursuivre 
en dehors de !'Organisation des Nations Unies. 
II est de Ia plus haute importance que des pro­
blemes regionaux, tels que celui des transports 
interieurs ou celui de la production et de la 
distribution de l'energie electrique, soient coor­
donnes entre eux, et qu'une cooperation fruc­
tueuse puisse se developper entre les systemes 
economiques et sociaux differents des pays 
europeens. 

De profondes modifications sont survenues au 
cours des hostilites dans Ia situation economique 
de ces pays. Leur politique economique devra 
tenir compte de ces changements dans !'orienta­
tion de Ia reconstruction, et de l'efiet qu'ils 
peuvent avoir sur la balance des paiements. II 
s'agit Ia d'une nouvelle conception de la poli­
tique economique internationale. Cepend~~, 
vouloir instaurer des le debut un veritable diri­
gisme international, serait probablement courir 
a un echec. La cooperation que Ia Charte pre­
voit peut se realiser sous fozme de consultations, 
sans empietement sur la souverainete nationale. 

M. LEONTIC (Yougoslavie) apprecie haute­
ment les declarations des representants du Bresil, 
de I' Argentine et du Perou, relatives a la soli­
darite de taus les peuples sans distinction de race, 
de nationalite et de religion. TI rappelle que des 

1 Voir les Resolutions adoptees par le Conseil eco­
nomique et social pendant sa troisieme session du 11 sep­
tembre au 10 decembre 1946, Resolution No 5 (III), 
pages 5 a 8. 



ethnical ties which linked Europe and America 
and expressed the .hope that the two might soon 
achieve the same unity in working towards a 
lasting peace which they had demonstrated dur­
ing the war. 

Mr. Leontic ·pointed out the difference be­
tween the problem of poverty, to which most of 
the previous speakers had referred, and that of 
reconstruction of the devastated areas. Whereas 
the first was a social problem, the solution of 
which required systematic planning over a long 
period of time, the second was primarily an eco­
nomic problem, which called for urgent meas­
ures. The preliminary report of the Temporary 
Sub-Commission on Devastated Areas contained 
comprehensive and detailed information on the 
question. 

Both the preliminary report and the report of 
UNRRA furnished ample proof of the fact that 
the people of Yugoslavia had made an enormous 
effort towards the reconstruction of their coun­
try, making full use of the asslStance provided by 
UNRRA, and contributing hundreds of millions 
of man-hours of voluntary work. Mr. Leontic 
stressed that a great deal of the work of rehabili­
tation had been achieved in his country in the 
absence of many necessary supplies, by the sheer 
will of the people. 

The fact remained, however, that Yugoslavia, 
never an industrial country, had not been able 
to reach its pre-war level of industrial produc­
tion. The assistance provided by UNRRA had 
been used to good purpose; to restore the econ­
omy of the country, however, further assistance 
was needed. Yugoslavia's exports at present fell 
far short of the imports required for economic 
rehabilitation. The Yugoslav delegation had 
stated in the Economic and Social Council that 
the Sub-Commission, in its preliminary report, 
had made no practical ,suggestion for the solu­
tion of the urgent problem of financing imports 
for the reconstruction of devastated areas, 'be­
sides recommending loans to be granted by the 
International Bank. 

Mr. Leontic felt that many of the Sub-Com­
mission's recommendations, such as the one for 
the creation of an economic commission for 
Europe, proposed long-term action, which might 
more properly be undertaken by several of the 
existing commissions and specialized agencies. 
It was therefore proper, on the part of the Eco­
nomic and Social Council, to have postponed its 
decision in the matter until its following session. 
Short term reconstruction problems should be 
given priority. · 

Mr. teontic said that the UNRRA Resolu­
tion No. 100_1, adopted in Geneva, could be of 
great practical value and of immediate assistance' 
in the economic reconstruction of devastated 

1 T.he text of this resolution has been published in A 
compilation of the resolutions on policy, fifth session of 
the UNRRA Council (pages 11 to 13). 

liens culturels et ethniques unissent le Nouveau 
a !'Ancien Continent et exprime l'espoir de voir 
ces continents parvenir bient8t a une entente 
aussi etroite, pour aSsurer la paix, que celle qui 
les a unis pour gagner la guerre. 

Le representant de Ia Yougoslavie attire !'at­
tention sur Ia distinction a faire entre Ie probleme 
du denuement auquelles orateurs precedents ont 
fait allusion, et celui de Ia reconstruction des 
regions devastees. Le premier probleme est 
uniquement un probleme social dont Ia solution 
exige l'etablissement d'un plan systematique 

· couvrant une longue periode, tandis que le 
second est un probleme economique qui reclame 
des mesures immediates. Le rapport preliminaire 
de Ia Sous-Commission temporaire des regions 
devastees contient des informations detaillees 
et comprehensives sur ces problemes. 

De ce rapport, et de celui de l'UNRRA, il 
resulte clairement que le peuple de Yougoslavie 
a fait un effort enorme pour activer Ia recons­
truction de son pays, utilisant au maximum I' aide 
de l'UNRRA et apportant des centaines de mil­
lions d'heures de travail volontaire. M. Leontic' 
releve qu'une grande partie de l'<l!uvre de re­
habilitation a ete accomplie dans son pays, en 
!'absence de plusieurs articles necessaires, par la 
seule volonte du peuple. 

II n'en demeure pas mains que la Yougoslavie, 
qui n'a jamais ete un pays industriel, n'a pas 
encore pu atteindre son niveau de production 
industrielle d'avant-guerre. L'aide fournie par 
l'UNRRA n'a pas ete utilisee en vain; cependant, 
pour restaurer son economie, Ia Y ougoslavie a 
encore besoin d'assistance. Ses exportations sont, 
a l'heure actuelle, tres inferieures aux importa- . 
tions exigees par le relevement economique. La 
delegation yougoslave a fait remarquer au Con­
seil economique et social que la Sous-Commis­
sion, dans son rapport prcS!iminaire, n'a fait 
aucune suggestion pratique pour resoudre le pro­
bleme urgent du financement des importations 
necessaires a la reconstruction des regions de­
vastees, en dehors d'une recommandation ten­
dant a faire consentir des prets par Ia Banque 
internationale. · 

M. Leontic estime que Ia plupart des recom­
mandations de Ia Sous-Commission, et, entre 
autres, celle qui vise a Ia creation d'une com­
mission economique pour !'Europe, envisagent 
une action a long terme qui entrerait davantage 
dans le cadre des commissions et des institutions 
specialisees existantes. Par consequent, c'est a 
juste raison que le Conseil economique et social 
a renvoye sa decision sur cette question a Ia 
session prochaine. Les problemes immediats de 
Ia reconstruction doivent avoir Ia priorite. 

La delegation yougoslave declare que Ia reso­
lution No 100 de l'UNRRN, adoptee a Geneve, 
pourrait etre d'une grande portee pratique et 
d'une aide immediate dans Ia reconstruction 

1 Le texte anglais de cette resolution a ete publie par 
l'UNRRA dans "A compilation of the resolutions on 
policy, fifth session .of the UNRRA Council" (pages 11 ' 
a 13) ; la traduction franc;aise a ete distribuee par l'Or· 
ganisation des Nations Unies sous la cote A/94 (annexe 
XI}. 
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areas regarding the establishment of essential 
import requirements. The action was too 
urgently needed , to be postponed until a new 
commission had been created. 

Mr. Leontic further pointed out that an es­
sential condition for the successful rehabilitation 
of all devastated areas was a feeling of security 
on the part of the population. Mutual confi­
dence was necessary between a people and its 
Government. On the international plane, mutual 
confidence among the United Nations, which 
could be attained only through tolerance for 
each other's way of life, was indispensable for 
successful co-operation. 

Mr. Leon tic drew attention to the shortage 
of manpower in the devastated areas, which was 
directly attributable to the war. It was only 
just, he felt, that prisoners of war, who had 
helped devastate a territory, should also help 
in its reconstruction. The population of the 
devastated areas was engaged in the gigantic 
task of organizing a better life in the midst of 
ruins. 

The Yugoslav delegation had, on previous 
occasions, emphasized that the question of cere­
als and that of the functions of UNRRA were 
closely connected with the problem of the re­
habilitation of devastated areas. Mr. Leontic 
suggested that the question of devastated areas 
should be referred to the Drafting Sub-Com­

, mittee which was already dealing with the first 
two questions. 

Mr. CHANG (China), whose delegation had 
taken part in much of the work of the tem­
porary Sub-Commission on Devastated Areas, 
expressed his gratitude to the Sub-Commission 
for the very useful conclusions reached in its 
report with regard to the world economic prob­
lem. He wished however to call attention to the 
following points: 

Firstly, it must be remembered that the Sub­
Commission could do no more than state the 
facts and present theoretical recommendations 
on the various aspects of the problems it had 
been asked to study. It had no power to imple­
ment its recommendations, nor to help recon­
struction on a practical basis. A tangible solution 
of the problem could only be .brought about by 
effective international co-operation either in the 
form of inter-governmental assistance or of 
credits granted by the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. 

Secondly, the fact-finding work of the Sub­
Commission was not yet completed. There was 
as yet no assessment of the war devastation in 
the Far East, nor any reconstruction or develop­
ment plan for that region. 

The representative of China hoped that it 
would be possible for the temporary Sub-Com­
mission to submit a comprehensive report re-

economique des regions devastees en ce qui 
concerne l'etablissement des importations de 
premiere necessite. C'est un probleme si urgent 
qu'il ne saurait etre differe en attendant la 
creation d'une nouvelle commission. 

M. Leontic releve egalement qu'un sentiment 
de securite dans I' esprit des populations consti­
tue un facteur essentiel de Ia reussite du releve­
ment de toutes les regions devastees. La confiance 
mutuelle est necessaire entre un people et son 
gouvernement. Sur le plan international, une 
confiance mutuelle entre les Membres des Nations 
Unies est indispensable pour parvenir a une 
cooperation fructueuse; cette confiance ne pour­
rait etre obtenue que si l'on fait preuve de tole­
rance envers les conceptions de vie de chacun. 

M. Leontic attire !'attention de Ia Commis­
sion sur la penurie de main-d'reuvre dans les 
regions devastees, qui resulte directement de Ia 
guerre. II estime qu'il est juste que les prison­
niers de guerre; qui ont participe ala devastation 
d'un territoire, participent egalement a sa re­
construction. Les peuples des pays devastes se 
sont atteles a la tache gigantesque d'organiser 
une vie meilleure au milieu des ruines. 

A plusieurs reprises, la delegation yougoslave 
a fait valoir que Ia question des activites de 
l'UNRRA et celle des cereales sont etroitement 
liees au probleme du relevement des regions 
devastees, et M. Leontic suggere que cette 
question soit renvoyee au Sous-Comite de re­
daction qui est deja charge d'etudier les deux 
premiers problemes. 

M. CHANG (Chine), rappelant que sa 
delt!gation a participe a plusieurs reprises aux 
travaux de Ia Sous-Commission temporaire des 
regions devastees, exprime sa gratitude a cette 
Sous-Commission pour les conclusions infiniment 
utiles que son rapport contient quant au probU:me 
economique mondial. A ce sujet, M. Chang 
desire attirer !'attention sur les points suivants: 

I1 ne convient pas d'oublier, en premier lieu, 
que Ia Sous-Commission n'a pas d'autre pouvoir 
que de constater des faits et de presenter des 
recommandations sur les divers aspects des pro­
blemes qu'on l'a chargee d'etudier. Elle ne dis­
pose d'aucune ressource pour donner effet a 
ces recommandations ni pour aider a Ia recons­
truction sur le plan pratique. Seule, une coope­
ration internationale efficace pourra donner une 

. solution tangible a ce probleme, soit qu'elle 
s'opere par assistance intergouvernementale, soit 
par !'octroi de credits par la Banque intema­
tionale pour la reconstruction et la mise en va­
leur. 

En outre, il faut tenir compte du fait que les 
travaux de recherches et d'enquetes, dont est 
chargee la Sous-Commission, ne sont pas encore 
termines. II n'existe a l'heure actuelle aucun 
inventaire des devastations causees par la guerre 
en Extreme-Orient, ni de plan de reconstruction 
et de developpement pour cette meme region. 

Le representant de la Chine espere que la 
Sous-Commission temporaire sera en mesure de 
soumettre un rapport detaille sur Ia situa-
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garding the situation in the Far East at the Feb­
ruary session of the Economic and Social 
Council. 

It should not be forgotten that at the present 
moment, relief and rehabilitation were the cor­
nerstones of reconstruction, and that the latter 
could be effected only through the actual solu­
tion of the most urgent problems. 

At a moment when the attention of the United 
Nations was centered on the important questions 
of the continuation of the functions of UNRRA 
and of the food crisis, it was particularly impor­
tant to keep in mind the interdependence of the 
problems both of rehabilitation and reconstruc­
tion. 

Mr. MoRALES (Costa Rica) stated that he 
fully appreciated the points of view expressed by 
the delegations of Argentina and Brazil during 
the discussion of the UNRRA report. Although, 
like all the Latin American countries, Costa Rica 
had important domestic problems which ur­
gently required solution, it had responded to 
the appeal of UNRRA and was making a con­
siderable contribution to UNRRA's budget. Mr. 
Morales stressed the necessity of considering the 
problems of the development of certain countries 
on the same plane as the problem of the recon­
struction of the devastated areas. 

Mr. STEVENSON (United States of America) 
considered that the preliminary report of the 
Temporary Sub-Commission on Devastated 
Areas represented an important step towards the 
pledge contained in Article 55 of the Charter. 
Among other practical aspects of the problems, 
the report emphasized the importance of the 
economic recovery of war-devastated areas as an 
essential factor of world prosperity. 

As the representative of Poland had implied, 
Mr. Stevenson said that prosperity like peace 
is indivisible. The losses or gains of one country 
or continent today would tomorrow be the losses 
or gains of all countries. The United States 
delegation realized that Europe's economic re­
covery and the industrial development of un­
\tveloped areas were related problems. Work 
in one area did not have to be completed before 
it was initiated in another. 

The United States Government believed that 
it would be desirable to allow all the Govern­
ments directly concerned sufficient time for the 
most careful consideration of the proposal for 
an economic commission for Europe. Mr. 
Stevenson hoped that all such Governments 
would be ready to deal effectively with the pro­
posal at the next session of the Council. He 
hoped also that this Committee would demon­
strate its recognition of the urgent. need for a 
solution of the problem ·by a resolution com­
mending the efforts thus far made by the Eco­
nomic and Social Council to deal with the 
problem of economic reconstruction and the 
plan it had made for further investigations and 

tion en Extreme-Orient a la session de fevrier 
du Conseil economique et social. 

Enfm, il ne faut pas negliger le fait que les 
secours et le relevement sont a l'heure actuelle 
Ia pierre angulaire de Ia reconstruction; et que 
celle-d n'aura de resultat qu'en fonction des 
solutions -reelles qui auront ete apportees aux 
problemes les plus urgents. 

Au moment precis ou !'attention des Nations 
Unies se porte sur les importantes questions de 
la continuation des activites de l'UNRRA, et 
de la crise alimentaire, on ne devra pas negliger 
le caractere d'interdependance qui lie ces deux 
problemes du relh:ement et de la reconstruc­
tion. 

M. MoRALES (Costa-Rica) declare qu'il ap­
precie hautement les points de vue exprimes, au 
cours de la discussion sur le rapport de 
l'UNRRA, par les delegations de I' Argentine et 
du Bresil. Bien que Costa-Rica, comme tous 
les aptres pays de 1' Amerique latine, ait des 
problemes interieurs imperieux dont la solu­
tion ne saurait etre retardee, ce pays a repondu 
a l'appel de l'UNRRA et contribue, pour une 
part importante, a son budget. M. ·Morales in­
siste sur Ia necessite de placer le probleme du 
developpement de certains pays sur le meme 
plan que cdui de Ia reconstruction des pays 
devastes. 

M. STEVENSON (Etats-Unis d'Amerique) 
estime que le rapport preliminaire de Ia Sous­
Commission constitue un pas important vers la 
mise en vigueur des dispositions de 1' Article 55 
de Ia Charte. Entre autres aspects pratiques du 
probleme, ce rapport souligne !'importance du 
relevement economique des regions devastees 
par la guerre, en tant que facteur essentiel de 
Ia prosperite des autres pays. 

Comme le representant de la Pologne l'a laisse 
entendre, M. Stevenson dit que Ia prosperite, 
comme Ia paix, est indivisible. Les pertes ou les 
gains actuels d'un pays ou d'un continent devien­
dront demain les pertes ou les gains de tous les 
pays. La delegation des Etats-Unis est consciente 
que le relevement economique de l'Europe de­
vastee et le developpement industriel des regions 
non developpees constituent des problemes con­
nexes. II n'est pas necessaire d'achever un travail 
dans une region avant de l'entreprendre dans 
I' autre. 

Le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis estime qu'il 
serait souhaitable de donner a tous les gouverne­
ments directement interesses le temps necessaire a 
un examen approfondi de la proposition relative 
a I' institution d'une commission economique pour 
l'Europe. M. Stevenson espere que tous ces 
gouvernements seront en mesure d'examiner. la 
proposition d'une maniere efficace lors de la pro­
chaine session du Conseil. II espere egalement que 
Ia presente commission marquera qu'elle I'econ­
nait l'urgence qu'il y a de trouver une solution 
au probleme en adoptant une resolution q~i 
approuve les efforts faits jusqu'ici par le Conse1l 
economique et social pour resoudre le probleme 
de la reconstruction economique, ainsi que son 



recommendations which should provide Govern­
ments and international organizations with facts 
and concrete suggestions which would help to 
speed up recovery of the devastated areas and 
of the world as a whole. 

-In conclusion, Mr. Stevenson stated that his 
Government attached great importance to the 
work of the Economic and Social Council, its 
comrruss10ns and specialized agencies, and 
placed great hopes upon it. He hoped that other 
Governments would give it the same confidence 
and support. He agreed with Mr. Leontic 
in expressing the wish that the work be ap­
proached in a spirit of solidarity and sincerity, 

. so that misunderstanding and the feeling of 
insecurity, which had so often been the cause of 
serious conflict, might at last be eliminated. 

The meeting rose at 1.25 p.m. 

TWENTY -SECOND MEETING 

Held at Lake Success, New York, on Wednesday, 
27 November 1946, at 4.30 p.m. 

Chairman: Mr. 0. LANGE (Poland). 

[A/C.2/68] 

31. Economic reconstruction of devastated 
areas: continuation of the general dis­
cussion 

Invited by the CHAIRMAN to present the draft 
resolution submitted by the Greek delegation\ 
Mr. ARGYROPOULOS (Greece) emphasized that 
the reconstruction of devastated areas was a 
matter of universal concern, since world econ­
omy should be considered as an entity and the 
consumer capacity of each country directly af­
fected the economy of all other nations. No 
positive action had yet been taken in that field, 
because final authority for all questions of eco­
nomic concern rested with the General Assem­
bly. The task of the Economic and Social Coun­
cil was to co-ordinate the activities of the or­
ganizations it had created; the General Assem­
bly, in tum, was to co-ordinate the work of the 
Economic and Social Council with that of spe­
cialized agencies. Moreover, it was the duty of 
the Assembly to formulate a policy and a method 
of action regarding international co-operation in 
the economic and social fields. 

Mr. Argyropoulos proceeded to examine the 
resolutions of the Economic and Social Council 
on the economic reconstruction of devastated 
areas2

• The first resolution appeared to be the 
most important since it treated the financial 
aspects of the problem of reconstruction. In­
deed, the speedy reconstruction of devastated 
countries was conditioned by the financing of 
the reconstruction work. The Greek delegation 

1 See Annex 9a. 
• See Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social 

Council during its third session from 11 September to 
10 December 1946, pages 5 to 8. 

projet d'enquetes et de recommandations . com­
plementaires qui devraient foumir aux gou­
vernements et aux organisations intemationales 
des donnees et des suggestions concretes de nature 
a accelerer Ia remise en etat des regions devastees 
et du monde dans son ensemble. 

En conclusion, M. Stevenson dit que son Gou­
vemement attache Ia plus grande importance aux 
travaux du Conseil economique et social, et de ses 
commissions et institutions specialisees, sur les­
quels il fonde ses meilleurs espoirs. II espere que 
les autres gouvernements font la meme confiance 
a ce Conseil et lui accordent Ie meme appui. Le 
representant des Etats-Unis _ est d'accord avec 
M. Leontic, lorqu'il a exprime le desir que les 
travaux soient abordes dans le plus grand esprit 
de solidarite et de sincerite pour que soient enfin 
elimines tous ces malentendus, ces desordres eco­
nomiques et ces sentiments d'insecurite qui sont 
bien souvent a l'origine de conflits plus graves. 

La seance est levee a 13 h. 25. 

VINGT -DEUXIEME SEANCE 

Tenue a Lake Success, New-York, le mercredi 
27 novembre 1946, a 16 h. 30. 

President: M. 0. LANGE (Pologne). 

[AJC.2/68] 

31. Reconstruction economique des regions 
devashies: suite de Ia discussion gene­
role 

Invite par le PRESIDENT a presenter le pro­
jet de resolution depose par sa delegation\ 
M. ARGYROPOULos ( Grece) souligne que Ia 
recenstruction des regions devastees interesse 
tousles pays du monde, car l'economie mondiale 
doit etre consideree comme un tout, et la capa­
cite de consommation de chaque nation influe 
directement sur l'ckonomie de toutes les autres 
nations du monde. Si rien de concret ne s'est 
encore fait dans ce domaine, c'est que toutes les 
questions d'interet economique rdevent en 
dernier ressort de 1' Assemblee generale. Le Con­
sell economique et social a la tache de coordon­
ner les fonctions des organismes qu'il a crees; 
de son cote, l'Assemblee generale a Ia tache de 
coordonner Ies travaux du Conseil economique 
et social et ceux des institutions specialisees. 
L' Assemblee a, de plus, Ia mission de formuler 
un programme et une methode de cooperation 
internationale dans les domaines economique et 
social. 

Abordant l'etude des resolutions du Conseil 
economique et social sur la reconstruction econo­
mique des regions devastees2

, M. Argyropoulos 
retient la premiere, qui lui parait la plus impor­
tante puisqu'elle envisage l'aspect financier du 
probleme de la reconstruction. La reconstruc­
tion des pays devastes ne se fera rapidement, en 
effet, que dans la mesure ou l'on assurera le 
financement de cette entreprise. La delegation 

1 Voir l'annexe 9a. 
• Voir les Resolutions adoptees par le Conseil eco­

nomique et social pendant sa troisieme session, du 11 sep­
tembre au 10 decembre 1946, pages 5 a 8. 
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