
manded that those countries should receive the 
assistance they required, if only for the reason 
that they were capable of being developed into 
great markets. 

Mr. Sri Narayan Mahtha asserted that there 
was a conflict between the F AO position on the 
importance to be given to the expansion of 
production, the distribution and consumption of 
food, the need for surpluses and the raising of 
nutritional standards, and the ITO approach to 
commercial agreements ; the latter org-anization 
appeared to be fearful of surpluses. The draft 
charter of the International Trade Organization 
restricted the operating functions of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization. In view of the 
continued food shortage in India, the Indian 
delegation supported the stand taken by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization, and in that con­
nexion wished to stress the following points: 

1. There should be no restriction on the 
production of basic foodstuffs as long as there 
was a shortage of such foods in the world. 

2. The Food and Agriculture Organization 
should be responsible for all international com­
mercial agreements regarding foodstuffs. 

3. The future international trade organization 
should be responsible for all other international 
commodity agreements. 

4. There should be harmonious development in 
industrial and agricultural fields with a view to 
raising- the standard of living for agricultural 
as well as industrial workers, 

Concerning the draft convention prepared by 
the United Maritime Consultative Council, he 
felt that at the present time it should be restricted 
to technical fields. 

In conclusion, Mr. Sri Narayan Mahtha agreed 
with other representatives on the lack of co­
ordination between the organs of the United 
Nations and the specialized agencies, and em­
phasized the need for utilization of all the sources 
at the disposal of the United Nations, including 
non-governmental organizations. 

Mr. EL AMRI (Yemen) thanked the Chairman 
and representatives for their cordial welcome. It 
was the intention of Yemen to collaborate in 
furthering the lofty aims of the Organization. 

The meeting rose at 1.25 p.m. 

THIRTY-SIXTH MEETING 

Held at Lake Success, New York, 
on Friday, 3 October 1947, ai 11.15 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. H. SANTA CRUZ (Chile). 

8. Discussion of chapter II of the report 
of the Economic and Social Council 
(document A/382) 

Mr. PATIJN (Netherlands) drew attention to 
the difficulty of dealing with economic problems 
on a world level. The Councils, Commissions 
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exigent que l'on apporte a ces pays !'aide dont 
ils ont besoin, ne serait-ce que parce qu'ils peu­
vent devenir de vastes marches. 

M. Mahtha affirme qu'il existe une contradic­
tion entre Ia position de l'OAA a l'egard de 
!'importance a donner au developpement de la 
production, de la repartition et de la consom­
mation des denrees alimentaires ainsi qu'a la 
necessite de constituer des excedents et d'elever 
les normes de nutrition et Ia fa<;on dont les 
accords commerciaux sont envisages par l'OIC, 
organisation qui semble redouter les excedents. 
Le projet de charte de !'Organisation internatio­
nale du commerce restreint les fonctions actives 
de !'Organisation pour !'alimentation et !'agri­
culture. Etant donne Ia penurie constante de 
denrees alimentaires qui sevit dans son pays, Ia 
delegation de l'Inde appuie Ia position prise par 
!'Organisation pour !'alimentation et l'agricul­
tu~e et, a ce propos, desire souligner les points 
sUivants: 

1. II ne devrait pas exister de restrictions a Ia 
production de denrees alimentaires de base tant 
qu'il existe dans le monde une penurie de ces 
denrees. · 

2. L'Organisation pour .!'alimentation et !'agri­
culture devrait etre chargee de tous les accords 
commerciaux internationaux concernant les den­
rees alimentaires. 

3. La future Organis~tion internationale du 
commerce devrait etre chargee de tous les autres 
accords internationaux sur les produits de base. 

4. II devrait y avoir, dans les domaines indus­
triel et agricole, une evolution harmonieuse en 
vue d'elever Je niveau de vie des travailleurs 
agricoles aussi bien que celui des ouvriers. 

Quant au projet de Convention prepare par 
le Conseil consultatif de Ia navigation maritime 
(United Maritime Consultative Council), le re­
presentant de l'Inde estime qu'il devrait se limiter, 
pour le moment, au domaine technique. 

Pour conclure, it reconnait, avec d'autres repre­
sentants, le manque de coordination qui existe 
entre les organes des Nations ·unies et les insti­
tutions specialisees, et i1 souligne la necessite 
d'utiliser toutes les sources dont dispose !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unies, y coinpris les Orga­
nisations non gouvernementales. 

M. EL AMRI (Yemen) remercie Ie President 
et les representants de leur accueil cordial. Le 
Yemen se propose de colla borer a Ia poursuite 
des buts eleves que se propose !'Organisation. 

La seance est levee a 13 h. 25. 

TRENTE-SIXIEME SEANCE 

Tenue a Lake Success, New-York, 
le vendredi 3 octobre 1947, a 11 h. 15. 

President: M. H. SANTA CRuz (Chili). 

8. Examen du chapitre II du rapport du 
Conseil economique et social ( docu­
ment A/382) 

M. PATIJN (Pays-Bas) attire !'attention sur 
la difficulte que l'on eprouve a traiter les proble­
mes economiques sur le plan mondial. Les Con-



and specialized agencies thus far had proved that 
important work had been accomplished, par­
ticularly with regard to procedure and organiza­
tion, but it was still uncertain whether it would 
be possible to co-ordinate and manage economic 
forces on a world-wide basis. During the war 
years, ·economic teamwork between nations had 
been clearly demonstrated, but whether that co­
operation would be possible in the post-war 
period was a question to which the United 
Nations would be obliged to give a practical 
reply. 

Another difficulty in discussing those problems 
was the absence of a report giving a really com­
prehensive review of world economic conditions, 
without which the debate was in danger of be­
coming academic, or of losing itself in details. 

With regard to the shorHerm problem of re~ 
construction, Mr. Patijn stressed the necessity 
for immediate restoration of the productive 
capacity of countries damaged by the war; with­
out such restoration the world would face not 
only a reduced standard of living but also serious 
disturbances leading to economic instability and 
depression. 

He recognized the need for economic develop­
ment in large areas of the world, but neverthe­
less felt that restoration of the productive 
capacity of war-devastated areas was the more 
urgent task. Those countries, including all the 
~ountries of Western, Middle and Eastern 
Europe and the Far Ea<;t, together accounted for 
more than _half of the international trade of the 
world. Of that total, two-thirds of the imports 
and three-fifths of the exports could be attributed 
to Western Europe, excluding Germany. He 
therefore considered the economic reconstruction 
of Western Europe extremely important for the 
international reconstruction of world economy. 

Referring to the European Committee on 
Economic Co-operation, Mr. Patijn declared that 
from a purely economic point of view, the 
Marshall Plan was sound because it attacked the 
main problem at its core. It would have been 
better for Eurqpe and the world if the countries 
of Eastern Europe had participated in the con­
ference. Europe could not be divided into two 
parts for long. However, no other solution was 
possible while there was disagreement between 
the great Powers. 

Denying that there had been any hidden poli­
tical motive behind Western co-operation, he 
stated that the only motive was to begin recon­
struction immediately on a really international 
level. Moreover, to state that the plan was un­
acceptable because the United Nations had been 
by-passed was to misrepresent the facts. If the 
countries of Eastern Europe had been willing 
to participate, the Economic Commission for 
Europe might well have been the organization 
se~ected to deal with the problem. His Govern­
ment would gladly accept the shifting of the 
responsibility for international economic co­
operation from the sixteen countries to all mem­
bers of the Economic Commission f_or Europe. 

With regard to the long-term economic prob­
lem, Mr. Patijn described the drafting of the 

seils, les Commissions et les institutions specia­
Iisees ont deja accompli une reuvre importante, 
en particulier dans le domaine des methodes et 
de !'organisation, mais il n'est pas encore cer­
tain qu'il soit possible de coordonner et de diri­
ger Ies forces economiques sur le plan mondial. 
Pendant Ia guerre, Ia possibilite d'une coopera­
tion economique entre les nations a ete claire­
ment demontree, mais il appartient aux Nations 
Unies de montrer de fa<;on pratique que cette 
cooperation est possible dans Ia periode d'apres­
guerre. 

u ne autre difficulte a laquelle on se heurte 
dans l'examen de ces problemes provient de ce 
qu'il n'existe pas de rapport donnant un aper<;u 
general et complet de la situation economique 
mondiale; en !'absence d'un tel rapport, Ia dis­
cussion risque de devenir purement theorique 
ou de se perdre dans les details. 

En ce qui concerne le probleme immecliat de 
la reconstruction, M. Patiin montre !a necessite 
de retablir sans delai Ia capacite de production 
des pays qui ont souffert de la guerre, sans quai 
le monde s'exposera non settlement a un abaisse­
ment du niveau de vie. mais aussi a de graves 
perturbations provoquant ttn etat d'instabilite et 
de crise economique. 

Tout en reconnaissant que de vastes regions du 
monde doivent etre economiquement developpees, 
il estime que !a tache !a plus urgente est le 
retablissement de Ia capacite de production des 
regions devastees par Ia guerre. Ces regions qui 
comprennent tons les pavs de !'Europe occiden­
tale, centrale et orientale, et ceux d'Extreme­
Orient. representent nlus de la moitie du com­
merce international. Dans ce total, on peut con­
siderer que les deux tiers des importations et 
les trois cinquiemes des exportations mondiales 
sont faites par !'Europe occidentale, Allemagne 
non comprise. Par consequent, la reconstruction 
economique de !'Europe occidentale est extre­
mement importante pour le retablissement de 
l'economie mondiale par Ia collaboration interna­
tionale. 

Parlant de la Commission europeenne de coope­
ration economique, M. Patiin declare que du 
point de vue purement economique le plan Mar­
shall est judicieux parce qu'il s'attaque au cceur 
meme du probleme principal. II eut ete preferable 
pour !'Europe et pour Ie monde que les pays de 
!'est de !'Europe prissent part a la conference. 
L'Europe ne peut pas etre scindee en deux par­
ties pendant longtemps. Toutefois. il n'etait pas 
d'autre solution possible, les grandes Puissances 
n'etant pas d'accord. 

Apres avoir nie qu'il y eut un mobile politique 
cache a la base .de Ia cooperation des Puissances 
occidentales, M. Patijn declare que cette colla­
boration est nee settlement du desir d'entrepren­
dre immediatement Ia reconstruction sur un plan 
veritablement international. II ajoute que c'est 
denaturer les faits que de dire que Ie plan est 
inacceptable parce qu'on a evite de passer par 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies. Si Ies pays 
de l'est de !'Europe avaient consenti a participer 
a la Conference, la Commission economique pour 
!'Europe aurait tres bien pu etre l'organe choisi 
pour s'occuper du probleme. Le Gouvernement 
des Pays-Bas verrait volontiers !'esprit de coope­
ration economique internationale s'etendre des 
seize pays a tons ceux qui sont membres de Ia 
Commission economique pour !'Europe. 

En ce qui concerne le probleme economique 
a long terme, la redaction de la charte de l'Org~-
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charter of the International Trade Organization 
as a memorable step on the yet unknown road 
to economic stability and full employment; for 
the first time in history, it had been possible to 
formulate clearly a number of economic prob­
lems and, as a result, to lay down a set of 
rules of economic conduct. Governments would 
be under the obligation to give the rules of the 
charter, once accepted, their full support. 

Mr. Patijn agreed with Mr. Evatt and Mr. 
MeN eil in thinking that it would be necessary 
for every organ of the United Nations to devote 
itself to practical tasks. 

M. EL RrFAI (Egvpt) stated that, since its 
inception in 1946, the Economic and Social Coun­
cil had worked faithfully towards creating con­
ditions of world economic stability, full employ­
ment, and economic and social progress. It had 
become the centre of documentation and co-or­
dination of economic matters, although much 
work remained to be done in the latter field. 
However. the number of Commissions and Sub­
Commissions of the Council and specialized 
agencies had increased so rapidly that there was 
a possibility of conflicts of competence and con­
tradictory resolutions. 

The Egyptian representative agreed with the 
idea expressed by his Polish colleague at the 
thirty-third meeting that proper co-ordination 
between the Council, its Commissions and the 
specialized agencies had not yet been achieved. 
A step toward that co-ordination would be the 
publication of periodic reports on world economic 
conditions and trends. 

Mr. El Rifai felt that the Council paid insuffi­
cient attention to the problem of under-developed 
countries in its report. The Economic and Em­
plovment Commission accomplished little in that 
field. He stated that the problem necessitated the 
establishment of regional commissions to study 
all its aspects with a view to increasing the agri­
cultural and industrial productive capacity of the 
countries concerned. The Economic Commission 
for Europe and the Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East. had been established for 
devastated areas, and regional ' commissions 
should be established for under-developed areas. 

He supported the Chilean proposal for the 
creation of an economic commission for Latin 
America1

, and sug~ested the establishment of an 
economic commission for the Middle East, which 
would co-operate with the Economic Commission 
of the Arab League. 

Mr. El Rifai commended the Economic and 
Employment Commission for its consideration 
of the problem of foreign investments. He felt 
that appropriate regulations should be formulated 
that would apply equally to all countries. no 
matter what their size or economic position. Such 
a code would have to protect the countries in 
which the foreign investments were made from 
political domination and economic exploitation, 

1 See Official Records of the Economic and Social 
Council, Second Year, Fifth Session, Annex 11 anr1 
Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council 
during its fifth session, No. 70 (V). 
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nisation internationale du commerce marque une 
etape memorable dans la voie encore inconnue 
qui mene a la stabilite economique et au plein 
emploi. Pour la premiere fois dans l'histoire, il 
a ete possible d'enoncer clairement un certain 
nombre de problemes econo_miques et, partant, 
d'etablir un ensemble de directives en matiere 
economique. Les Gouvernements seront tenus de 
donner tout leur appui aux dispositions de Ia 
charte une fois qu'ils I'auront acceptee. 

M. Patijn pense, comme M. Evatt et M. 
MeN eil, qu'il faut que tous Ies organes des 
Nations Unies se mettent a l'ceuvre sur Ie plan 
pratique. 

M. EL RrFAI (Egypte) constate que le Conseil 
economique et social, depuis qu'il a commence 
a fonctionner en 1946, a consciencieusement tra­
vaille a realiser Ia stabilite economique mondiale, 
le plein emploi et le progres economique et social. 
II est devenu Ie centre de documentation et de 
coordination des questions economiques, mais il 
reste beaucoup a faire dans ce domaine. Cepen­
dant, les Commissions et Ies Sous-Commissions 
du Conseil, ainsi que Ies institutions speciali­
sees, se sont multipliees si rapidement qu'il pour­
rait en resulter des conflits de juridiction et des 
resolutions contradictoires. 

Le representant de l'Egypte partage !'opinion 
emise par son collegue polonais a la trente-troi­
sieme seance, a savoir que l'on n'a pas encore 
realise entre le Conseil, ses Commissions et les 
institutions specialisees Ia coordination convena­
ble. La publication de rapports periodiques sur 
Ia situation et les tendances economiques mon­
diales serait un pas vers cette coordination. 

M. EI Rifai considere que le Conseil n'a pas 
accorde, dans son rapport, assez d'attention a 
Ia question des pays insuffisamment developpes. 
La Commission des questions economiques et de 
l'emploi a fait peu de chose en cette matiere. 
Ce probleme exige Ia creation de commissions 
regionales qui seraient chargees de l'etudier sous 
tous ses aspects en vue de rechercher les mesures 
propres a accroitre la capacite de production agri­
cole et industrielle des· pays interesses. La Com­
mission economique pour !'Europe et la Commis­
sion economique pour l'Asie et !'Extreme-Orient 
ont ete creees pour s'occuper des regions devas­
tees; il y a lieu d'etablir des commissions regio­
nales pour les regions insuffisamment develop­
pees. 

Le representant de l'Egypte appuie la propo­
sition du Chili tendant a creer une commission 
economique pour 1' Amerique latine1 et propose 
de creer une commission economique pour le 
Moyen Orient qui pourrait travailler en collabo­
ration avec Ia Commission economique de la 
Ligue arabe. 

M. El Rifai felicite la Commission des ques­
tions economiques et de l'emploi d'avoir etudie 
Ie probleme des placements a l'etranger. II con­
vient de formuler une reglementation appropriee 
qui puisse s'appliquer egalement a tous les pays, 
quelle que soit leur importance ou leur situation 
economique. Une reglementation de cette nature 
devra tendre, d'une part, a proteger contre la 
domination politique et !'exploitation economique 

1 Voir les Proces-verbaux o[ficiels du Conseil econo­
mique et social, Deuxieme annee, cinquieme session, 
Annexe 11; et les Resolutions adoptees par le Conseil 
economique et social pendant sa cinquieme session, 
W 70 (V). 



as well as to protect the· legal rights of the 

investors. 

The Egyptian delegation consi~ere~ the non­
discriminatory protection of foretgn mv~stments 
under the principles of the Charte: a pnme cot;t­
tribution to the security of internatiof!al economic 
relations and hence to world prospenty. 

Mr. ZoLOTAS (Greece) stated t~at from ~is 
study of the report of the F-cono~tc an.d ?octal 
Council he had gathered an ImpressiOn, stmtlar to 
that expressed by several othe: members! ~~at 
there was a lack of co-ordinatiOn of actlvthes 
among the various Commis;;i~ns, and a~ong the 
Commissions and the spectahzed agenCies ; also 
that there was some confusion in the economic 
activities of the United Nations, as evidenced, for 
instance, by the lack of a general report on 
economic development and the refusal by the 
Economic and Social Council to adopt the resolu­
tions recommended by the Economic and Em­
ployment Commission. 

He believed that those weaknesses could be 
attributed to the following facts: first, the Eco­
nomic and Social Council and all its Commissions 
and Sub-Commissions were bodies which con­
vened only periodically; secondly, the member­
ship of tho?e organs was provisional; thirdly, the 
representatives of the various members were 
~ften changed; fourthly, some of the representa­
tives were not technically competent; and fifthly. 
there ;vas no effective contact with the specialized 
agencies. 

'f~e most serious of those weaknesses, in his 
optt;IOn! was th~t there was no standing co­
ordtt;at.wn committee other than the Committee 
co.nststmg of the Secretary-General and the 
Dt~ectors-General of the speci~lized agencies. 
whtc~ had proved completely Ineffective. Ac­
rordmgly, he presented a resolution (document 
A/C.Z/112) whereby a recommendation would 
~e made to the ~conomic and Social Council that 
tt set .up a com.mtttee of seven experts, selected on 
a dg10~al basts,. to operate in continuous session 
an . ~~ ave as tis task the co-ordination of the 
ac~IVfhes of all the Commissions and Sub-Com­
mtsstons of the Council working in the economic 

~~l~h~nt~~~de :Nat1~~s~elated specialized agencies 

Mr. THORN (Ne z 1 d) New z I d w . ea ~n observed that 
of th Eea an ?ad a spectal mterest in the work 

e ~conomtc and Social C '1 fi 
reason that during the last fif~yu;~~~s _rst,Jor the 
~ent ha~ concerned itself with aims lth.' hove:n­
ctded wtth those of the C '1 w tc com­
abolition of poverty ec o~nCI.' namely, the 
ignorance; and sec~ndl;n~mtc t~nsecurity, and 
New Zealand's prosperity' l'kor h e reason that 
d ..1 d ' I e t at of Austr 1' .epen\le to a considerable de ree· a I~, 
twn of the foreio-n mark t 1 on the condt­
land's foreign tr:de th e s. t W~s New Zea­
to its population or' an; grea\est ~n proportion 
which enabled it to main ~oun ry m the world, 
standards of living Ob ~ami comparatively high 

d . V!OUS y that goo reason why New z I' was a very 
an active concern in an ea and should show 
Council to rehabilitate dy attempdt made by the 
th h evastate ar en t e economies of u d d eas, streng­

n er- eveloped countries 

les pays dans lesquels des capitaux sont places 
et, d'autre part, a sauvegarder les droits lt~giti­
mes des capitalistes. 

La delegation egyptienne considere que Ia p~o­
tection des placements a l'etranger sans aucune 
espece de discrimination, conformement aux prin­
cipes de la charte, contribuera puissamment a Ia 
securite des relations economiques internationales 
et, partant, a Ia prosperite mondiale. 

M. ZoLOTAs (Grece) declare que !'etude du 
rapport du Conseil economique et social lui a 
donne !'impression, semblable a celle qu'ont expri­
mee plusieurs autres membres, d'un manque de 
coordination des travaux entre les diverses Com­
missions, ainsi qu'entre les Commissions et les 
institutions specialisees; il lui semble aussi qu'il 
regne une certaine confusion dans les activites 
d'ordre economique de !'Organisation des Na­
tions Unies, comme en temoignent, par cxcmple, 
!'absence d'un rapport general sur le developpe­
ment economique et le refus qu'oppose le Con­
seil economique et social a !'adoption des resolu­
tions recommandees par la Commission des ques­
tions economiques et de l'emploi. 

Il estime que ces points faibles peuvent etre 
imputes aux faits suivants: premierement, le 
Conscil economique et social ainsi que toutes ses 
Commissions et Sous-Commissions sont des orga­
nes qui ne se reunissent que periodiquement; 
deuxiemement, ccs organes sont composes de 
membrcs nommes a titre provisoire; troisieme­
ment, on change frequemment les rcpresentants 
des divers Etats Membres; quatriemement, cer­
tains des representants ne possedent pas toute 
Ia competence technique desirable; enfin, cinquie­
mement, il n'existe aucun contact efficace avec les 
institutions specialisees. 

Pour M. Zolotas, la plus grave de ces faibles­
ses reside dans le fait qu'il n'existe pas d'autre 
commission permanente de coordination que Ia 
Commission composee du Secretaire general et 
des Directeurs generaux des institutions specia­
lisees qui n'a pu aboutir a aucun resultat con­
cret. En consequence. il presente une resolution 
(document AjC.2 /112) par laquelle il sera it 
recommande au Conseil economique et social 
d'instituer une commission de sept experts choi­
sis sur Ia base d'une representation regionale, 
commission qui siegerait en permanence et aurait 
pour mission de coordonner les travaux de tou­
tes les Commissions et Sous-Commissions du 
Conseil dans le domaine economique avec ceux 
des institutions specialisees correspondantes. 

M. THORN (Nouvelle-Zelande) fait remarquer 
que son pays porte un interet particulier aux 
travaux du Conseil economique et social, tout 
d'abord parce que, au cours des cinquante der­
nieres annees, son Gouvernement a lui-meme 
entrepris des taches semblables a celles que s'est 
assignees le Conseil, a savoir Ia suppression du 
pauperisme, de l'insecurite economique et de 
!'ignorance; ensuite parce que la pro;oerite ?e 
Ia Nouvelle-Zelande, comme celle de 1 Austra!te, 
depend dans une tres large mesure de Ia situa­
tion des marches etrangers. C' est le commerce 
exterieur de Ia Nouvelle-Zelande, le plus impor­
tant de tous les pays du monde par rappo.rt a 
sa population, qui a permis a ce pays de mamte­
nir des niveaux de vie relativement eleves. De 
toute evidence, c'est Ia une excellente raison pour 
que Ia Nouvelle-Zelande prenne un vif interet 
a toute tentative du Conseil tendant a I relever 



and establish prosperity everywhere ; that was 
also why it should favour even the Marshall 
Plan. 

Mr. Thorn wished to reply to some of the 
criticisms which had been made of the Council's 
work, although he pointed out that he was speak­
ing as one whose personal experience with the 
Council had begun only with its fifth session. 
He reviewed the circumstances in which the 
Council had, with little experience, begun its 
work: the world was facing serious problems 
as a result of the war and there had been little 
understanding of the difficulties involved in the 
solution of those problems; moreover, the Secre­
tariat and many of the specialized agencies were 
at an early stage of development. Small wonder 
that the eighteen nations, representing a variety 
of interests, which were brought together in the 
Council, had made some mistakes in the work 
of trying to bring order out of chaos- mistakes 
such as attempting to do more than could be 
implemented or more than could be financially 
afforded, and such as creating more or less 
superfluous organs. · 

Mr. Thorn felt that the work of the Council, 
especially at its fifth session during which it had 
covered an agenda of no less than one hundred 
and eighty-four items in a period of four weeks, 
compared favourably with the general perform­
ance of many Governments. Indeed, it was in­
dividual Governments which in many instances 
hampered the work of the Council by failing to 
supply it with the information requested. It 
could not be too strongly stressed that the 
Governments had responsibilities to the CounciL 
Only by viewing the difficulties as well as the 
shortcomings in the work of the Council could 
its work be properly judged. 

While differences existed in the Economic 
and Social Council, they did not provoke the re­
sentments observable elsewhere. He believed that 
the Council had a deep appreciation of the mis­
sion to be fulfilled. Provided that the political 
situation did not deteriorate, the Council, by 
showing how well-being could be brought to mil­
lions of common people, would safeguard and 
strengthen the United Nations more than any 
other factor. 

Mr. CARILLO FLORES (Mexico) stated that if 
the United Nations failed to settle the urgent 
economic problems of the world, a solution would 
have to be sought outside the framework of the 
United Nations. He believed that the Charter 
was not opposed in text or spirit to outside 
systems of international co-operation, except in 
the case of Article 2, paragraph 5, and could 
not be interpreted as in any way forbidding 
regional arrangements. 

He noted that there were only two ways of 
promoting international economic co-operation 
under Article 55 : first, by persuasion through 
the Economic and Social Council and the As­
sembly under Article 13, sub-paragraph 1 b and 

les regwns devastees, renforcer 1' economie des 
pays insuffisamment developpes et faire naitre 
partout la prosperite; c'est aussi la raison pour 
laquelle elle ira jusqu'a appuyer meme le plan 
Marshall. 
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M. Thorn desire repondre a certaines des cri­
tiques formulees a l'endroit des travaux du Con­
seil; il fait toutefois remarquer que sa ptopre 
experience au sein de cette Assemblee ne remonte 
qu'a la cinquieme session. II passe en revue les 
circonstances dans lesquelles le Conseil, n'ayant 
encore qu'une courte experience, a commence ses 
travaux; le monde faisait face a de graves pro­
blemes nes de la guerre et dont la solution com­
portait des difficultes mal comprises. En outre, 
le Secretariat et de nombreuses institutions spe~ 
cialisees en etaient aux premieres etapes de leur 
developpement. II n'est done pas etonnant que 
les dix-huit nations, representant une grande 
diversite d'interets, qui se . trouvaient reunies au 
Conseil, aient commis quelques fautes en tentant 
de faire surgir I'ordre du chaos; fautes telles, par 
exemple, qu'essayer de faire plus que I'on ne 
pouvait faire, ou que I'on ne pouvait se per­
mettre de faire ; telles aussi que de creer des 
organes plus ou moins superflus. 

M. Thorn estime que les travaux du Conseil, 
particulierement a sa cinquieme session au cours 
de laquelle il n'a pas traite moins de cent quatre­
vingt-quatre questions en l'espace de quatre 
semaines, peuvent soutenir une comparaison favo­
rable avec les resultats habituellement atteints 
par bien des Gouvernements. A vrai dire; ce 
sont certains Gouvernements qui, en bien des 
cas, ont fait obstacle aux travaux du Conseil 
en s'abstenant de fournir les renseignements 
demandes. On ne saurait trop souligner que les 
Gouvernements ont des devoirs envers Ie Con­
seil. Ce n'est qu'en examinant les difficultes, en 
meme temps que les imperfections des travaux 
du Conseil, qu'on peut juger son reuvre comme 
il convient. 

Les divergences de vue qui existent au Con­
seil economique et social n'ont pas provoque les 
rancunes qu'on peut observer ailleurs, et le Con­
seil rend pleinement compte, pense M. Thorn, de 
Ia mission a remplir. A condition que la situa­
tion politique ne s'aggrave pas, c'est le Conseil 
qui, en montrant comment apporter le bien-etre 
a des millions d'hommes, protegera et renforcera 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies plus que tout 
autre element ne saurait le faire. 

M. CARRILLO FLORES (Mexique) declare que 
si les Nations Unies ne reussissent pas a resou­
dre les problemes economiques urgents du monde, 
on sera forcement amene a chercher une solution 
en dehors du cadre de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies. II estime que ni Ia lettre, ni }'esprit de 
Ia Charte ne s'opposent a l'etablissement de sys­
temes de cooperation internationale en dehors de 
!'Organisation, sauf dans le cas du paragraphe 5 
de I' Article 2, et que Ia . Charte ne peut etre 
interpretee comme interdisant, de quelque rria­
niere que ce soit, Ia conclusion d'accords regio­
naux. 

M. Carrillo Flores remarque qu'il n'y a que 
deux manieres de favoriser la cooperation eco­
nomique internationale selon 1' Article 55: la pre­
miere consiste dans Ia persuasion exercee par le 
Conseil economique et social et par l' Assemblee, 



secondly, by action to be taken by the specialized 
agencies. 

The first method must be followed by carrying 
out recommendations, often requiring means and 
resources which the United Nations does not 
possess. 

The specialized agencies, being specialized, 
would not deal with the problem as a whole, but 
only with their particular aspect of it. For in­
stance, in the problem of disequilibrium of 
balance of payments, the International Monetary 
Fund would not consider the problem if the dis­
equilibrium were fundamental, and the Inter­
national Bank would not consider it unless it 
concerned reconstruction or economic develop­
ment. The action of the United Nations would 
be strengthened if the General Assembly, under 
Article 58 of the Charter, would recommend co­
ordination of the policies and activities of the 
specialized agencies. The conclusion of agree­
ments with those agencies as specified under 
Article 63 would not be enough. Permanent con­
tact with their daily activities would be necessary 
in order that the United Nations might make 
suggestions on general policy. 

Mr. Carrillo Flores pointed out that inter­
national co-operation was needed for developing 
Latin American countries just as in the case of 
European countries. Communities which had 
been the prey of ignorance and poverty for cen­
turies should also have an opportunity to reach 
a reasonably high standard of living. That should 
be considered when a policy for the International 
Bank and the International Trade Organization 
was formed. Otherwise, understandably defen­
sive nationalistic policies in those countries were 
unavoidable and would replace the desired in­
ternational co-operation. 

He reiterated the opmwn expressed by the 
Economic and Employment Commission that 
primary responsibility for carrying out develop­
ment activities rested with the countries or areas 
concerned, which must exert their greatest efforts 
before appealing for international co-operation. 
Assistance should then be rendered on a reason­
able scale, at first along regional lines. Just as it 
was proper to discuss European needs at the 
Paris Conference, so would it be reasonable to 
discuss inter-American needs at the forthcoming 
Bogota conference. 

In closing, he supported the suggestion of the 
representative of Chile proposing an economic 
commission for Latin America within the frame­
work of the United Nations, and emphasized that 
the political purposes of the Charter would not 
be achieved unless its economic aims were ful­
filled. 

The CHAIRMAN read out his list of speakers in 
the general debate, and said that he would close 
the list at the end of the thirty-seventh meeting. 

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m. 

conformement a l'alinea 1 b) de 1' Article 13 · 
!'autre, dans des mesures a prendre par les insti~ 
tutions specialisees. 

Pour rendre effective la premiere methode, il 
£aut appliquer des recommandations qui, sou­
vent, exigent des moyens et -des ressources que 
les Nations Unies ne possedent pas. 

Les institutions specialisees etant, comme leur 
nom l'indique, specialisees, ne traiteront pas Ie 
probleme dans son ensemble, mais seulemcnt sous 
!'aspect particulier qui les interesse. Par exem­
ple, en ce qui concerne le probleme du desequi­
libre de Ia balance des paiements, le Fonds mone­
taire international n' etudiera pas le probleme si 
le desequilibre est fondamental, et la Banque 
internationale ne l'examinera pas a moins qu'il 
ne concerne la reconstruction ou le developpe­
ment economique. L'action des Nations Unies se 
trouverait renforcee si l' Assemblee generale, aux 
termes de I' Article 58 de la, Charte, faisait des 
recommandations tendant a coordonner les pro­
grammes et les activites des institutions speciali­
sees. La conclusion d'accords avec les institutions 
specialisees, comme il est specifie a l' Article 63 
de la Charte, est insuffisante. Des contacts per­
manents avec les institutions specialisees au sujet 
de leurs travaux quotidiens sont necessaires pour 
que les Nations Unies puissent faire des sugges­
tions touchant la politique generate. 

M. Carrillo Flores souligne que la cooperation 
internationale est tout aussi necessaire pour assu­
rer le developpement des pays de 1' Amerique 
latine que pour assurer celui des pays europeens. 
Des collectivites qui ont ete la proie de !'igno­
rance et de la pauvrete des siecles durant 
devraient avoir la possibilite d'atteindre un niveau 
de vie convenable. I1 devrait en etre tenu compte 
lorsque l'on fixera les directives que devront sui­
vre la Banque internationale et !'Organisation 
internationale du commerce. Faute de quoi, il 
sera nature! et inevitable que se developpent 
dans ces pays, par mesure de defense, des poli­
tiques nationalistes qui viendraient remplacer la 
cooperation internationale desiree. 

M. Carrillo Flores repete !'opinion expnmee 
par la Commission economique et de l'emploi, 
selon laquelle la responsabilite premiere de !'exe­
cution des taches, dans le domaine du develop­
pement economique, incombe aux pays ou aux 
regions interesses, qui doivent deployer taus 
leurs efforts avant de faire appel a la coopera­
tion internationale. Assistance devrait alors leur 
etre accordee dans une mesure raisonnable, et, 
d'abord, sur le plan regional. Tout comme il con­
venait d'etudier a la Conference de Paris les 
besoins de l'Europe, il serait raisonnable d'etu­
dier les besoins des Etats du continent ameri­
cain a la prochaine conference de Bogota. 
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Pour terminer, M. Carrillo Flores soutient la 
proposition du representant du Chili tendant a 
creer une commission economique pour I' Ame­
rique latine dans le cadre de l'Organisation des 
Nations Unies, et souligne que les fins politiques 
de la Charte ne seront atteintes que si ses buts 
economiques le sont aussi. 

Le PRESIDENT donne lecture de la liste des 
autres orateurs inscrits pour la discussion gene­
rate et fait savoir que cette liste sera close a la 
fin de la trente-septieme seance. 

La seance est levee a 13 h. 15. 




