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Studies and reports 

113. Among the studies and reports on special problems of human rights prepared by 

the United Nations are the study on forced labour, completed in 1953 and by an 

ad hoc committee appointed under the joint auspices of the United Nations and the 

ILO, the survey of freedom of information, completed in 1953 by a Special 

Rapporteur appointed by the Council, the study of slavery, completed in 1955 by 

a Special Rapporteur appointed by the Economic and Social Council, the studies on 

discrimination in education and discrimination in the matter of religious rights 

and practices, completed in 1957 and i960 respectively by Special Rapporteurs 
appointed by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of 

Minorities, and the studies of the political rights of women, the nationality of 

married women, various aspects of the status of women in private law, and the 

access of women to education made by the Commission on the Status of Women. The 

study on forced labour was followed by a report on this subject prepared jointly 

by the Secretary-General and the Director-General of XLO. 

llij-. The Economic and Social Council has asked the Secretary-General to make annual 

reports on developments affecting freedom of information and to prepare, for 

submission to the Council in 1961, a substantive report on developments that have 
occurred in this field since 195^, with particular reference to (a) the news 

sources to which peoples have access; (b) the extent to which they receive news of 

the United Nations and its specialized agencies and their work for peace; and 

'c) developments in the facilities for the free flow pf accurate and undistorted 

information into and out of under-developed countries. The Council has approved 

the Secretary-General's decision to entrust these tasks to a consultant, whose 

report would be transmitted to the Council. 

115. A special committee of the Commission on Human Rights is currently engaged in 

a study of the right of everyone to be free, from arbitrary arrest, detention 

and exile, which is to be completed in 1961. The Sub-Commission on Prevention of 

Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, in addition to reviewing periodically 

the results of studies which it initiated on discrimination in education, 

discrimination in employment and occupation, and discrimination in the matter of 

religious rights and practices, has appointed Special Rapporteurs to carry out 

studies of discrimination in the matter of political rights, to be completed in 

1962, and discrimination in respect of the right of everyone to leave any 
country, including his own, and to return to his country, to be completed in 1963.. 
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Each of the above-mentioned studies involves the collection, verification and 

analysis of information relating to all States Members of the United nations and 

of the specialized agencies, an extensive task performed by committee or Special 

Rapporteur with the help of the staff of the Division of Human Rights# 

116. The Sub-Commission, with the approval, of the Commission on Human Rights, 

initiated in i960 a study of recent manifestations of anti-Semitism and other forms 

of racial prejudice and religious intolerance of a similar nature. The Secretariat 

is arranging to obtain, from the Governments of States in whose territory such 

manifestations have occurred, from UNESCO, and from non-governmental organizations 

in consultative status, information and comments relevant to such manifestations, 

public reaction to them, the measures taken to combat them, and their causes 

or motivations. The information and comments are to be transmitted to the members 

of the Sub-Commission, which is to evaluate them at its 19 6l session and to 

recommend such action as seems to be desirable to the Commission on Human Rights. 

117. The Commission on the Status of Women, in addition to reviewing periodically 

the results of studies which i"t initiated on the political rights of women, 

the nationality of married women, and the access of women to education, is 

currently engaged in studies on the access of women to, and exercise by them of, 

public services and functions, on various aspects of economic rights, and on the 

status of women in family law. Having recently completed its study concerning 

the age of marriage,.consent to marriage and registration of marriages, it will 

next undertake a study of inheritance laws as they affect the status of women. Its 

work programme in respect of the economic rights of women includes a number of 

continuing projects, such as study of the question of equal pay for equal work 

and of. the occupational outlook for women in the professional'and technical 

fields. The Commission is also engaged in ad hoc studies of such subjects as the 

tax legislation applicable to women, the age of,retirement and right to pension, 

and vocational guidance and training of girls and women. Documentation on all 

these matters is provided by the staff of the Division of Human Rights. 

Publications 

118. Since 19^6, the United Nations has published the Yearbook on Human Rights, an 

annual record of developments in this field containing the texts or extracts of 
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national laws, judicial decisions and international instruments. The size of the 

Yearbook has been limited by the Economic and Social Council to about 33® pages 

in the English edition; however, statements on specific rights, or groups of rights 

are. to be published from time to time in supplementary volumes. 

119. Publications have been issued on statelessness, the main types and causes of 

discrimination, the definition and classification of minorities, and the 

suppression of slavery, the Convention on the. Political Rights of Women, the legal 

status of women, and equal pay for equal work. A Commentary on the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights is in preparation. At the request of the Economic and'

Social Council, a publication containing the history of the 1957 Convention on 

the Nationality of ferried Women and a commentary on its provisions > and another 

summarizing the available information on legislation affecting the nationality of 

married women, are being prepared. The studies on discrimination prepared by 

Special Rapporteurs of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 

Protection of fenorities are being published as completed. 

Advisory Services in the Field of Human Rights 

120. Under the programme of advisory services in the field-of human rights, the 

Secretary-General is authorized to organize seminars, to grant fellowships and . 

scholarships, and to furnish expert services, all at the request of Governments. 

Up to the present, the emphasis has been on the organizationvof regional- seminars 

designed- to give high-ranking officials and other leading personalities from 

various countries an opportunity to exchange ideas,' information and experience in 

the matter of human rights. Up to the present, two regional seminars on the 

participation of women in public life have been heldj one in Bangkok in 1957 and 

the other in Bogota in 1959. Two regional seminars oh the protection of-human 

rights in criminal law and procedure were held in 1958# one at Beguio City, 

the Philippines, and the other-in Santiago, Chile. Two regional seminars on 

judicial and other remedies against the illegal use and abuse of administrative 

authority were held in 1959# one in Ceylon, the other in Buenos Aires. Under the 

present schedule, three regional seminars are to be organized each year. 

121. To date, no I'ember State has requested the organization of a seminar dealing 

with the prevention of discrimination or the proetection of minorities, but the 

Commission on Human Rights in i960 asked the Economic and Social Council to call 

the attention of States to the opportunities afforded by the programme of Advisory 
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Services for the organization of seminars to study various aspects of and 

techniques for the prevention of discrimination and the protection of minorities, 

including seminars on the causes and elimination of prejudice in. all its forms. 

122. The Commission has also asked the Council to direct the attention of Member 

States to the rights proclaimed in the Declaration of the Eights of the Child 

as desirable topics for seminars, either on a regional or an international level, 

and to invite the Secretary-General to render such assistance, within the scope 

of the programme of Advisory Services, and in agreement with the Governments 

concerned, as may be necessary for the organizing.of such seminars. 

Triennial Reports 

125. A system of triennial reports by Governments on the subject of human rights 

was instituted by the Economic and Social Council in 1956. The first series 

of reports, covering the years 195^-56, were submitted by forty-one Governments. 

They were summarized according to topics and submitted to the Commission on Human 

Rights in 1958 and 1959* The second series, covering the years 1957-1959; are 

expected to be received from Governments in i960, and will be presented to the 

Commission in summary form in 1961. The purpose of this system, which is still in 

a formative stage, is to obtain information on developments of special significance 

in the field of human rights and to afford Governments an opportunity of 

assisting one another by exchanging experiences through the medium of the 

Commission; the Commission, in turn, transmits to the Council comments, conclusions 

and recommendations of an objective and general character. 

Communi cations 

122*. The Economic and Social Council has established the procedures by which the 

Division of Human Rights deals with numerous communications concerning human 

rights and the status of women, discrimination, trade union rights, and forced 

labour. The average number of such communications received annually is nearly 

6,000 and each must be carefully considered and processed. Communications 

relating to infringements of trade union rights and those relating to forced labour 

are also handled under procedures established by the Council which provide that 

such communications in most cases should be forwarded to the ILO. Information 

concerning persons who claim to have been victims of so-called scientific 
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experiments in Nazi concentration camps is forwarded to the Government of the 

Federal Republic of Germany. Confidential statistics are prepared for the 

Commission on Human Rights indicating the numbers of communications relating to the 

articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the numbers of alleged 

incidents relevant thereto. 

Related matters 

125. Article 8 of the Supplementary Convention on Slavery-, the Slave Trade and 

Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery, adopted at Geneva in August 1956, 

provides for the communication to the Secretary-General by States Parties of copies• 

of any laws, regulations and administrative measures, enacted or put into 

effect to implement the provisions of the Convention. This information is 

communicated, as received, to the other parties and to the Economic and Social 

Council as part of the documentation for any discussion which the Council may 

undertake with a view to making further recommendations for the abolition of 

slavery and the slave trade or the other institutions and practices which are the 

subject of the Convention. 

126. The Economic and Social Council will consider, in i960, a proposal of the 

Commission on Human Rights that Governments should be invited to stimulate the 

formation of local human rights committees or national advisory committees, 

or to encourage them where they already exist. Under the proposal, Governments 

would also be invited to communicate to the Secretary-General all relevant 

Information on the functions of such bodies, including the nature and extent of 

their contact with Governments. A report would be prepared for circulation to 

Governments and for submission to the Commission at its 1962 session. 
127. The Economic and Social Council will consider, in 1962, a factual review 
of the various aspects of the question of capital punishment, to be prepared by 

the Secretary-General. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF NARCOTIC DRUGS 

128. The existing treaties relating to the control of narcotic drugs lay down 

specific duties and responsibilities for the United Nations control organs, namely, 

the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the Permanent Central Opium Board and the 

Drug Supervisory Body, as well as for the World Health Organization. In addition, 

the Commission on Narcotic Drugs has a complementary responsibility as a 

functional commission of the Economic and Social Council acting under terms of 

reference prescribed in accordance with Chapter IX of the Charter. The Charter 

activities are, however, closely related in practice to the treaty obligations, and 

the distinction between the two is in any case not material to the present paper. 

129. The Commission is served by the Division of Narcotic Drugs, which also 

discharges certain responsibilities for the operation of the control system that 

rest with the Secretary-General under international treaties. The Division also 

services the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council and all other 

United Nations organs concerned with the exception of the Board and the Body, 

which are served by a joint Secretariat, separate from the Division. 

130. For budgetary purposes, consideration may be limited to three main factors of 

increase or potential increase in the workload of these secretariats. 

131. First, the treaty system produces a virtually automatic increase of activity 

from year to year: the number of narcotic substances brought under international 

control rose from eighteen in 19^6 to seventy-two in 1959, a*id in view of the 

rapid rate of discovery of new drugs, further rises must be anticipated in the 

future. This situation leads in turn to more extensive reporting on the part of 

Governments, to a heavier output of rational legislation, and to the adoption 

of progressively more complex counter measures against illicit traffic. 

132. Secondly,^ the General Assembly recently decided, on the recommendation of 

the Economic and Social Council, to establish a continuing programme of technical 

assistance in narcotics control within the regular budget, and for this purpose 

appropriated $50,000 in respect of the initial year i960. The Assembly and the 

Council were prompted by two considerations: first, that naroctic controls 

1/ This factor applies to the Division of Narcotic Drugs but not to the joint 
Secretariat of the Board and the Body. 
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projects benefit the international community as a whole as much as, or more than,, 

the recipient country* and secondly* that such projects* though eligible for 

financing under the Expanded Programme* could normally be added to country 

programmes only at the expense of other projects already in operation and 

representing an important investment in economic development* Hence* the limited 

funds devoted to technical assistance in this field have largely been drawn from 

contingency allocations under the Expanded Programme or from ad hoc appropriations 

in the regular budget. 

133. It is planned that technical assistance under this continuing programme should 

take the form of inter-country projects (seminars* consultative groups* visiting 

"task forces"* or such other arrangements as Governments may wish)* expert 

services and fellowships* with the emphasis being placed on rational or regional 

programmes where the problems of drug addiction and illicit traffic are acute. 

The supporting studies would be provided by the Division of Harcotic Drugs, 

assisted; where necessary* by consultants. ' 

134. The Single Convention on narcotic Drugs* proposed in the place of the existing 

nine treaties* constitutes the third of the factors mentioned in paragraph 3 

above. The new draft treaty* while re-enacting the essential features of the 

existing system* is intended to simplify and strengthen its legal and administrative 

framework. At the same time* however* it adds considerably to the responsibilit

of the control organs* for example, by including measures for the control of 

production of the raw materials of narcotic drugs, as well as other provisions 

not found in the existing "treaties. 

135« The draft text provides for the Board and the Body to be replaced by a single 

body. This new body would* however* under the present draft* continue to be served 
2/ 

by separate secretariats.—' 

136. Should the plenipotentiary conference to be held in 1961 adopt the Single 

Convention in its present form* the normal year-by-year growth of control 

activities would, on balance* be accentuated. But the extent of the increase* 

being dependent in part on decisions to be taken by the new treaty organs* cannot 

at this point be measured with accuracy. 

2/ The Fifth Committee* in December 1959> requested the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions to consider* and report on* the possible 
establishment of a single secretariat (A/4336* paras. 25* 26). 




