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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Second Session of the Commission on the Status of Women opened 

on Monday, 5 January 1948, at the Interim HeadqUarters of the United Nations, 

Lake Success, N.Y. The Commission held •••••••••• plenary meetings and 

terminated its work on •.••••••.• January 1948. 
2. The following Representatives of Member Nations on the Commission 

attended: 

Chairman: 

Mrs. Marie Helene Lefaucheux : ·.(France) __ · . . ..: Representative 

Vice-Chairmen: 
Mrs. Amalia C. de Castillo Ledon (Mexico) · . . ·Representative 

Mrs. Elizavieta Alekseevna Popova (Union of Soviet Representative 

Ra-pporteur: 

Mrs. Alice Kandalft CoSllla 

Mrs. J. M. Grey Street 

Mrs • Evdokia Uralova 

Miss Cecilia Sieu-Ling Zung 

Mrs. Gra~iela Morales F. de 

Echeverria 

Mrs . Bodil Begtrup 

Mrs • Sara B. de Honzon 

Begum Shareefah Hamid Ali 

:·socialist Republics) 

(Syria) 

(Australia) 

(Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic) 

(China) 

(Costa Rica) 

(Denmark) 

(Guatemala) 

(India) 

Representative 

Representative 

Representative 

Alternate 

Representative 

Representative 

Representative 

Representative 

/Mrs • Mihri J'aktas 
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Mrs • :Mihri Paktas 

Miss Mary Sutherland 

Miss Dorothy Kenyon 

Mrs. Isabel de Urdaneta 

(Turkey) Representative 

(United ICingdom) Representative 

(United States of 

America) Representative 

(Venezuela) Representative 

3. The following Representatives of Specialized Agencies 11ere also present 

at the Session: 

Miss Joan Maass 

Dr. Mildred Fairchild 

Hiss Beatrice Hu-,mrd. 

.United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization 

International Labour Organiza~ion 

Wo~~d Healt~ Organization 

4. The Chairman of the Inter-American Commission of Women, 

Miss Minerva Bernardino, was present in an advisory and informative 

capacity, in accordance 1dth Resolution No. 48 (IV), Section B (7) of 

the Economic and Social Council; and arrangements were made ui th this 

organization for the exchange of information on subjects relating to the 

status of WOLlen. 

5. The following consultants from Non-Governmental Organizations vrere 

also present: 

Category A 

Miss Toni Sender l 
Mr. Peter D. Garvan 

Category B 

Miss Susan B. Anthony l 
Mrs. Frangoise LeClercq 

Mrs • Emmy Freundlich 

American Federation of Labor 

Homen's International Democratic 

Federation 

International 1lomen 's Co-operative Guild 

6. The Representatives of France (Mrs. Lefaucheux) and of Guatemala 

(~Irs. Monzon) vrere unavoidably delayed in reaching the Session. 

Mrs. Lefaucheux participated in the ~~enty-first and following m~etings; 

Mrs. Monzon participated in the twenty-fourth and follovdng meetings. 

7. Dr. John P. Humphrey, Director of the Division of Human Rights, 

represented the Secretary-General. Miss Leonie Mitchell acted as Secretary 

of the Commission. 

8. The Commission adopted as its Agenda the Provisional Agenda, amended 

in document E/CN.6/22/Rev.l. 

9. The Commission took note of the Rules of Procedure for Functional 

Commissions adopted by the Economic and Social Council on 12 August 1947, 

and proceeded to elect officers for the year 1948 in accordance with these 

rules. 

/10. The 
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10, The expression of the ~fe~s of the Members or· the Commission. is 

embodied in the St.umnary Reco~d.s 6t th~ .. P.lehary' Meetings. (documents 

E/CN,6/SR.20 to ••• , ••••• ). . 

11. In order to e:xpedt:.f~ ; fts ~rk, the· c·o~ss :ion created three coJniid ~tees, 
:~~.deal' resp.ect~vely w:i,t,h !;he drafting of resolutions, .the examinat~on 

.(?:fi .cotnmunications ~ . an~ the .examination of the .information relating to t.l\F'l 
,. ~ .· . ' . . . . : - \ · . 

. et.atus of women ·· collec:te!l,,. by _1Ileans ·of questionnaires. · The membershjn nf' 

t.}.lese cOmmi tte·es, as · d~~e~ned bv the Chai~ with t~~ . appro~al oi .the . . ,· . . . 

Coiimlis.sion, was· as foll91-fs.,: , 

. .Conuni ttee -~n Fe~plu~i'ons: . . . 
The Rep~~~entatives of Au~tralia .(Chairman), 

; ' . . . 

China, Costa Rica, and . Syria. 

Committee on.Commttnica.tions: 

·· .The Representatives of ~runark (Chairman) , . 
. . : . . 

Ttu.-key, Venezuela, Byelorussia, United Kingdom, 

and India·;·.· 

Committee on Questionnaires: . . . 

The Representatives of' the . Unit~d States (Chairman), 

the Union ~f Soviet Socialist Republics, Syria, 

and Mexico. 

All Memb~ers; of1• :~h~~ qq~s~ion were invi~~d to v.articipate in the wor~ .O,f. 
the Conunittees. 

/CI:TAPTER II 



E/CN.6/'{4 
:?as~ 4 

Cit~!! 

POLITICAL RIGHTS OF lfOMEN 

12 • . . The Commission examined the . preltminary report ·ori the political rights of 
~omen Pr,~pare~ by th~_~ecretary-G~neral o~ the basis ~f the replies of Member 

~yernme~t~ .~Q Pa:rt I of , the Questionnaire on the legal status and trea~ent oi 

wq~en, and -o~ .. · ~~ch inf~~tton as was available f~~m . other::authorttattv~ ·eourc' 
... . : .... \ . . . . . . . . 

(document E/CU.6/27 and E/CN.6/30). verbal statements regarding the position, 

women in the Union of Soviet So~ialist Republics and tn the Bye~oruee:i~ Sovie·i 

Socialist Republic. 1 "jhich had not replied to . the Questionnaire, ·:were presentee 

by the Representatives of those countries. · 

13.. Thb Commission noted wt th eattsfaotion that since 1 ta last meeting 

Argentina and Venezuela had . Bl'l3.~ted ·womoo full pol1 tical right&~ It expressed 

the hope th~t plana for ~imilar actton1 now under way in Costa Rica, Colombia, 

Peru ,. and Chile, might be completed as soon as possible~ It extended its 

congratulations to the peoples of Argentina and Venezueta, and to their 

Governments, on their achievement of full poltttcal rights for -men and women . ·' 

in this regard; and called upon th~ women of these countries to make full use 

of their nevT responsibilities. · 

14 • . The Cotumission unanimously a!lppted the following re~olution: 
. . . . . . . . ~ 

Resolution on the Political Rights of Home~ 

THE COl.:l['fiSSION ON TEE STATUS OF HOMEN 

RECOGNIZING that the dignity and ~orth of the human person, the 

equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, which are 

referred to in the Charter of the United Nations, insistently call for 

the abolition of the political inequality of women which still prevails 

1n many countries; 

CONSIDERING that the equal participation of ~omen tn national, 

economic, cultural end social and political life is impossible unless 

women are granted equal rights with men; 

RA.v:rna. REnARD TO th~ General Assembly' a decision of 11 pecember 1946 

concerning the political rights of women and of the replies received froo 
" some of the Member Governments; 

NOTES THAT, although the vast number of these make no distinction 

between men and women as to the use of the franchLae and eligibility for 

public office, some r~port limitations on women in this regard; 

RECOI.JMENIS that the Economic and Social C'ounctl: 

(a) instruct the Secretary-General to address a communication to al . 

. _ Governments which have not replied and which do not now grant full I 
! 

political rights to women, inquiring ae to their plans to give effe~ 

· /to the Charter 
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.to the ~h?U"ter . affi~t~~flo~ . ~'.equ~ rights, fo;r ,men and women", tn 

regard :~f , ~h~· .f~af1ch1f!~ ~nd ~~tgtP.tlity t9 public .office, and urging 

them to, take .. aJlp,!-'op;ri~t~ ~nd. immodtate acti-on; 

(b) ~~q~est t~e · s'tat~a.Me~bers of , the Un.ited .Na:tions where women 
' ... . '. . .·. 

have not yet. been g,i v~n _the same .:political. rights as men, to grant 

ttem ~uch rights .in ~11 sphere~ of ec.c;mqm,ic; national, cultural and 

social and poll ti.cal life. The, Comm.i.saion also draws attention to 
f • • . ! ' f . ' ~ • -~ . . 

the fact' 'tn.at 9pportuni ti9s for .th~ exe~cise of these rights and a 

gr~ater ~eaeur~ of .activity by ;omen .votere, . tn making use of their 

rie}1t to tilke part in. elections, as .~ell as the introdtw~ion of a . . . . ' . 

m:;re ga:1e:;-al system of elec~ing 1-romen .to key posts in national, public, 
.. . : ' . . . . ' . 

municipal and other institutions, vrill serve as an effective method of 

stimulating thQ i!l~er~st of .'\YO}llen voters, will increase their interest 
. . . . ' .. . . ~ . ' . . : . . . . . 
ir1 _soc~al and political ~ork, and will ensure a fuller. use by women 

Vt:J~er5 of. tl1e·Lr . :oie-.'lt to tak~. pa~t t:n ei~ctiona; and · ·1 

(c) in. line with the reaolution presentad by Denmark 1n the first · 

session of the Assemb'J.:Y on Polttica:.l Rights of Homen, p;resent this 

informticn -~-~d the cha~t a~d a~a-ly~ical ~u~ry on the franchie~ 
ri,3hta of women a:id their e.pgibili ty to .public office to the third 

General Assembly, and.annually to aucce~ding Assemblies until all 
~ i .. ' ~ . t' . ' ' . ' . . • . 

v.romen throughout the wor:;.d have equal poll tical rights on the same . . ) .. · . . . . . 

terms as men. , 

i5·. The Commission considered vario~~ _ _vroble~. rel!ltJpg to conf~ic.te· of · law in 

fiel~e of nationality, domicile, marriage and divorce. -. Ae a.result of this 
I • ' ' ' ,, .. •, ' ,' ' ' . 

constderation 1 t adopted the followil~g Res<?ll.ltion:. 
.... . . ~ . . 

Resolution on Nationality 
.~---r-- . J. --

THE CONMISSION ON THE STATUS OF 110MEI-T 
. ~ . . 

NoTThU the many and varied .discriminations against women. that result 

from conflicts in national lavro relating to nationality, domic.ile, marriage 
and·, di vor~e' and . . . ' . ' . . 

. . . • : · .. /< : . . . . •. • ' : 

NOTING Tne Hague Convention on the Conflict of Nationality Laws (1930) 
and the Monte~ideo C;nventl·o~ :·on . th~: Na~·i.on~li ty of U~men .(1933-) and the 

. . ' . ; . . . 
• . i . ' i. ' .. · . .. 

studies in this field undertaken by the League of Nationsr 

RECOJ.Wtts tnat. the Econom·i·o and Soc.ial CounctJ. .. t~:truct the 

Secretary-General: 

(a) to' obt~in from all. Member .States· an account of their present laws 

and administrative practices Jn the fields of, na.tionality,.· -domicile, 

marriage and divor.ce ineofa~ as the! affect women ~~led or formerly 

married . to husband~ · of' ~ different natton~li ty, ap.!l. the anomalies . . . .. ,. 

artstng therefroui, and as the;~r aff~ct .. ch~ldrEfn born .. to pareJ?.t~ ' of 

· /d tffe:rlent~·nationaii ties, 
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•. : • • : . • . . :. I 

.differ·ent nationaittiea/and ' ptepare a rep~rt 'tnereon for the next 

.~easton of the commission; and ·to· ·:r-:eport. on ~x_tsting treaties anc1 

conventions in the field of riatim1ali t;}~' ~d.· th.e' signator~ea thereto; 

(b) to obtain the v·iews of the · International Law Connnissiot:l, the 

Social· Commission~ the Commission on Human Rights, and various other 

United l'Tations bodies and specialized agenc.tes on this subject and to 

make this information available to the Commission on the Status of 

Wou:.en for ·1 ta uee in making i-ecommendations for a sui table Convent ton 

on nationalt ty; 

(c) to forward to Member Governments the request that married women 

should havo the same rights as regards natlcnalt ty aa are enjoyed by 

men and A!ngle women. 

16~ The Commission ' considered the means to achieve increased partici patton of 

women in Government, both at the national level and international organizations 

and conferences~ . As a result of this consideration it adopted the follo"t>rtng 

resolutions: · 
·, 

Resolution on the Participation of Women in 

Activities of Governments ------- ---
'mE COMMISSIOil Oil THE STATUS OF 110MEN 

NOTING that Article 8 of +,he United Nations Charter provides that 

"the Uni tea· Nations shall pJ.aoe no restrictions on the eltgibili ty of men 

and women to participate in an1 capacity and under conditions of ~quality 

· in its principal and subsidiary organs; 

EXPRESSES CONCERN that the Secretary~eneral has as yet appointed 

very few women to key positions in the .Secretartat; 

BECONMENIX3 that the Economic a.ncl Social Council: 

(c) request the Secretary-General to appoint wom~n . to key positions 

in the· secretariat tti' ·the United Nations; 

(b) 
. . 

suggest that Member Governments include women in increasing 

numbers as their representatives on organs and agencies of the 

United Nations and in international organizations and conf.erences; e.nC 

(o) suggest that where such organizatipns do not no~., include v~:mwn, 

special coriid.d~ration be given to th~ .appoint~ent of '\-Tomen vThenever 

vacancies occur; 

Reaolutt~ on Equal Opportu~tties for Women at all 

Levels of governmental activity 

TEE COHMISSION oo·m STATUS ·oF -llOMEN 

TAKING'NOTE that _in som~ ~ountrtea not all the yositions in the civil 

servtce are ' open to women; tha·t there - ts no representation of 'ro.men on the 
. : . . · . . . '. I. . -· 

civil 'service committees in charge .of examinations and appointments, ar~ 

~at there are differences between men and women regarding qualifications, 
'· .' . 

/preference in appointcent 
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preference in appointment., retJt.qn,~r~j; .+..~:m., , opportunities for advancement and 

promotion, and dtsq~alifi?ati.;~'~, ~u~h· ~-~.that -married women are barred 
0 '*' ~ · AO t .. .. - , ...... • ' 0 0

'
0 J • ' : 0

' ' ' ' , .. I 

from appointment f1nd '(ci:mt'tntta'tfdn:'or:·'offlc'e; and .. 

CONetDERDJ~ . . tha~ th~r~ ls . d,t,~~r.im~~tton against wcimen as tO 
.. .. : · - ~· :···.· ·: . : .. ~ , -~! !·.· · · . . ; .•. . · ··~"';!_ ; .• • ~ . ·~ • . . ~ 

professional opror,tunt_t.t~~. a~d. ~ccess. t.o: d~.T?l'9Ulatt:1c .end . conau.lar .'poeti:F · 
.. (' . . . . . . . . ..... . . -·. . .. , . . . . . ~ . . ·~ . . . . . . . .. . 

and· 'to judiciary poa~a, p~en if w6me.n,13-re .fttlly· q~alifi:ed~ 
; . ,; .. : . . ... , ~ ~.. . '; . . . . . . \ . ·. . . . 

REcm.J.MENIS that the Econolr!iQ .. .a.nd ·Soc.to.l· Counc.U .·instr.uct the 

Secretarj.:a~n~"-"al' to.- ~ravr\~e. att.~:tio~ -~~ ~-rembe+. .:.S.tates· .to . the pledg·ea · 

con~e~-ninB th~ a.f~t~e·: or' ~T~~.e~ - -~;der~~~~ vrhen)J·ig.-ling the United :Nations 

Charter, with .a :vi~'W .to. ·g;anti_ng wqmen, :mal:!!'ied or untnar.ried, fuli :~md · 
' ' I • . ._ ' j · : ·. : . ' . . ' - ' • - . . • • . • • · ' ! 

equal opportun1 ties· · in -che ;ct. vil service and.-'tn all ·prore·ssions ·:arid in ·all 

dipl');nati~, ~-,~nsula~, ~ judicial epl!~.res> and_· at all levels of · 
. .. ' ~ . . 

governmental,, ac.ti vi ty~ -

17, The Cormnisaiori considered ·a__ ·report of the Secretary-General ·an.programmea 

of information on the· use of 'tlie franchi'eei" t~ ~~~i~tri,ee .wher.e . ~~e~ h~~e 
recently acquired· the right ·1:0 · vbte'j : 'aria: eat~bltehme~~ ~f _a:·:c~d.tre .. fq~ th~~ 

. . ,. . .. ' ' . . . . . ~ . . 

collection of publicatt'ona· on th{# ·n~b,ect .(d.ocumenta · EjCN.6/25 e.nd -

E/CN.6/25/Addi·l). : ·!t de'ci:aeci ' to recommend 'the:t the . E-~o~omic and S;.dtal council 
' . • . I , 

inBtruct the Secretacy .. (;ebera·l to· c~ntinue·. to : c~ll.ect; : information ·_t-tl these 

subjects, and- to provide a oentr~ of refer~~c~· r~~ 6~~antzatiom:r r~q~iring 
· information on· the subject. 
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CHAPTER I!I 

EDuCATIONAL OPPORTU'NIT:CES' FOJ_l'. \<!OMEN. 

l.f?.. ~e:· y.C:~isl3.~~;m. ~~~.ider~d :the .. re.-p;i~!'J. r~.~ei ve:~ to, th~ .9,1iesttons. in Part r 
Plll'ag'.:o,pl~·_n; ·~;t'el~~t~. to.·. edu~at~o'n), .~.f· ·th·~ .. q~~at.ip~lr_~ .o~--\he.~e~al,Statue 
and T: ~'atnt~m.t~ o(11~\l1PP, (~o~~~~e~t E/SN.~~/27)< F~~lo~~~ ~ gen~ral dt~c~ssion of 

the tnr~rniatton. ~e~.~inpr~~i.d~a·; ~e C~mmia~·ton gav·e .yonside~tton to. 
•. ' • : • • '.• ',• ' • ' ~• • •' • ~:·'-: • '.~·· ·. •, . I • ~ • ·, ', • . • - ... ~ .···,' ; 

recotmllendattons for. possible a~tion to advance the rights of wome~"·in the 
~ , . -. . . -~ . -. . . ; , . . . . - . ,. - . . . . -~ . :·. . . . -· -r :. 
educat~onal. field. · It studied the poaelbtli ties of co~operatton with 

• • , •• '• J • .... ' ·, ' •• • • • ·-· } • 

UNES90, P.e.~ttcul~~·iY~ wt th~ regarJ to devolopme~t of basic educatt~n p~~~amtles .. 
. . \ ,\ . • .. ~ l . . ' - ., ·- ~ . . ' . -~:." .... 

19. The Commisslpn aaopted the following resolution relating to 
educati~~ai op.~ort~~i tte:s for w~men: . . , . , . , 

. ' 

. Re!'lolution on Educational Otzpol~tuni ties for Homen 
.. ~ ~ . . . ' ' ' . 

In connection with the aims of affording women equal 

educational rights with 1Il8n ·and securing ~ gene~al· education for: 

all women in all' countries, the Commtaaionnotea considerable 

shortcomings in· the achievement.' of these objectives, a13. shown by· 
' - . 

the lower ed\lcattonal level· of· wom.en qompared wt.th men :in many · .· 

countries where· serious attention ts not ·'being paid to the· edu,cat.i.pn 

of '\-TOtnen. 
The Commission also notes that in many countries sex 

discrimination is exercised against women in the matter of securing 

professional or technical education. The Commission notes that the 

main reasons which militate against women receiving an education are 

the economic and social conditions existing in those countries, and 

also the fact that the educational rights of women are not 

constitutionally guaranteed. 

The Commission considers it its duty to draw the attention 

of the Economic and Social council to the above situation prevailing 

in the sphere of women's education in many countries and recommends 
. . 

that the Economic and Social Council re~uest the States Members of 

the United Nations to grant women, through the legislative channel, 

e~ual educational rights vith men, and to ensure that they are 

afforded genuine educational opportuntttes, · 

The Commission, furthermore, recommends that these rights 

should be guaranteed them, irrespective of nationality or race, 

by general compulsory education, free elementary education, a · 

ayatem of state bursaries for outstanding students in higher schools, 

school instruction in the indigenous language of the coun~J and the 

organization in enterprises and rural areas of free induatri~l, 

technical and agricultural instrqction for women •. 
/20. Having noted 
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20. ;Having n~6tet1: ·the 1rlr6rtrititliori;avafta'b1e .:fri>the· 'r.epHea ret1e'ived 
~ ·.Y··· ~ .f~ ;: ' j'l' . -· · • : ' j • • • ~· ~ • , . · · . ~ • • • ' • • • • ' • • 

rrom· Mem'bef. aov'ernm~nts : ~hd.' 'l'rom: Nori'i.Gov~rr~enta:f oi-santz'at'tons 'to. 
Part r, Secrtib~ 'D ' (~ducat1orial: bppor~~nti'fe~) of ' ·the:Qu~i.ttonrta.ir~: 
on the Lega,l StatriJ; ·atili' ~eahne~t of 'ttomen;: •th~ 'cb~ssi'o~::COz:iBide~ec'l 

f . ' . • .. .. • • -· . . - . . • . . ~ ~ ( • . . • ' . • • .. . ·. • ~ ·-

that thls ~info'ririattb~· ~rae ' no~. a:C·.· present auffictent to ~rdtihle a bast's 

fol:' re~~~Jenc!ations. rt' theref~re resolved to recommend t~· th~ ' ~ · 
Economic and Social Council: 

(a) That Governments that have not yet replied to this 

Section of the Questiormaire be asked ·i;o do so by 1 June 1948; 

(b) That ths Sacreta~y-General be instructed to prepnl:'e on the 

basis of theae replies, supplemented where necess~J by other 

available material, for circulation not later than six weeks before 

the third aessior. of the General Assembly, a detailed comparative 

report arranged by subjects showing the existing disabilities of 

tfomen in the field covered by th1e section of the Questionnaire; 

(c) That the replies be made available to UNESCO, with the 

consent of the Governments concernod, to facilitate ita work in 

areas where wo~en and girls suffer disabillties tn.the field of 

education. 

21. The Commission adopted the following resolution relating to the 
Teachers' Charter proposed by UNESCO: 

Resolution on th~ Pl~opoaed Teachers' Charter 

TEE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF llOMEN, 

SUPPORTS the suggestion made by UNESCO that the proposed 

Teachers' Charter include the phrase that "no bar founded on 

distinctions of race, colour, sex or creed should operate in 
any way in any branch of the teaching profession"; 

URGES that in view of wide-spread practices, additional 

suggestions be made- that this Cl1arter support the principle of 

equal pay and also freedo~ from discrimination on the ground 

of marital status; and 

SUGGESTS further that in ~iew of their joint interest in 

this field, UNESCO be requested to include in its annual Report 

information on tts progress
1
and plans for tmprovir.g educational 

oppo!'tuni ties for •romen. 

22. The Commission recommended that the Economic and s~cial Council 

request.,;r;t,DJ;S.C.Q :t.o\ work out suggestive programmes for the education .. .... .. . ~. . .. : ,: ; ~ ,, 
of adult wouierr t'n : the various countries where such programmes would 
help to solve the problem .of illiteracy. ' · 

/23. The Commission 
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23, ~.e .Commiaa.ion .,reconnnen.ded- . tha t .... the Eccnom.te. :ana, -Social Co~U 
:•• ·~ ;. •• . . ·· - , •· · : ' '_·:·: ,1':•, : • .. J. If' "' '• •. "-'•''·:.~· .. , ~ - ~~ " ' ':;. '·-:·.~~ ... ~.,:;~ ·.· · . ,':,( ; •. (. 

request UNESC9 .. to .. suggest .. .th~t .Gov,e~9rt~ .. ~.nclude .. 1~ . ~neJr .educat~onal -: 
: . ' . ,; .·• ·. · ,. . , • • .• _.,. \ ..• ·. ~; ~ , rt. ;. ... \ •. - , ···, .- . <; •· ••• ·: ,. · :. ,.. -: . ; 

programmes of Gramrnar.. _.and f[igh Sclwo~a .. . a. , 1C?OUl'SEhcl~ali~ .w~th tp~ 
• • . • . • • ~ . • .. • • . • . • . ' • •J', ' ' . • • • ·' .. . • • ; • .. • •. ' . • . .• ' ·t 

polttical1. aoctQ.l and. c_ivt9 ·rights . of , :~v-omen1 ;_aQ.Q; the htetor,tcal 
• o J , • • ' , • ' /, , , ' '; 1 ' : ; l i · .. . , _.,,1,.~ , 

1 
• ; • ', r 

ev~lutJon- a..~d pract~c~~--.reaults - of t~is imp?r.tan~_ ;llll\~t,~r~.. Jn ,or~er; 

to teach t11e: younge~ generatio!ls the . princip~ea of:: e~~a+t t~ .of 9oth. 

sexes, 
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CIY"lPT.ER . tV • 

ECQNOMID ·.RIGETs o:F' ··~O~ 

24. :rri ' acc'oi~daiice 'With th~· irta·tr~ction ~f ~he · Fourth 'Session of the 
.. . : . • ~ . ' r . , . ~. . .o; . • : • .. : • ," ~ ; 'J . : . . . :'. • ~ ,; 

Econoroic and': Social.Council. that. the .Commiesi:.on take ·as its l.mmediate 
~~ .. . . . "' 

programme of work the examination of exie·lifng legal' and' customary 
:· ·. · · : • · . • • r. ' . . ( .. .... · ·' ·• ;· .· ·. 1 '- .• ~· • ... ·~ .. • · 

dieabilit"ies . of wemen as regards, .inter'"aii~, . economic rights · (subject 

to consultation ~ith the i:nt~;·~tional · Iab.our Org~~ization), ;ith ·~ 
view to framing ,,proposals fflr .. a.ctiortj ·the ,· Commission considered this 

subject and ad6~·~~a the foll~wi~g . re.3~l~t.~o~;: · . . . 
.• • • : .. • . . • • • ; · .to {· • • 

,,. . • 'r • 

g~clution on Ec~gmic. Rjen!~. . . . ~ 

.. .RECOGNIZING that ' aw l;l.mitationa in the matter .of' eql:l~l rights 
. ; ·,' . '~. ,. " I ' l . . ., . ' • . . . ' •, . ' . . . . ; . 

of. men and :wozn.en, are. ·a. prf'il\Ch of · funr...amental htllp?."l rights em~; are 
···~.: ... . ~, , . ~ •. ' . · 'i . · .. . ... :· .~ '• . • • . . :::.· . ' ' . ~ 

imcorpatible wit~. the oblJi;!!.Uans assumed. by Member~ of the ... < 

. Unit~~.·! ~Jatioris m)d.e~. the che.l~ter, ·. 
' : • ,. ! . . ' • t . . . ;. ·. ~ 

, NOTING t.he 6.Xia.tence . . in a number. . of cotintr.1,.es o.f discrimination 
. • ~ '· > • ~ '.' • . . .. :· ~ . . \ . .. ~ :· . '. . . 

ali! •. recardf] tl:.le· econom~c ·and ao9ia+ status of :w6men, as a resuJ..t of 
- . '.~ .· . : . . . . ~. . . . \ . . -. . : . . ' . 
which the digptty and worth of W?man and the active part she ~lays 

in. socfe:t~ ·a!'e not give~. t~e legal ;recogn,~tion and oppQrt.~it~es 
th~y dea~ry~~ ~h~~eq~ retard~ng·, the·::.deveic?lmJent. of .~ocial ;p;~i9Bre~~ : 
and . the -impro_yemeri( of the standards of livi~ of the .. pop~+.atiqn,. ·. · 

. . ;· ·: .. \. ·" . ·, ~ ./ . 

,. Qf these COU.."ltl':l.es, · 
, 'I .. " ' ·.· . . · . 

RH.:COMMENDS that the Economic and Social councu· rec;.ue~1i. 1ine . 
.. •• 1 . ·, -:: .• 

Stat~s Members of the Uhited Nations to ensure 

(a) that, irrespective of their nationality, race1 language 

or religion, woznen are granted equal richts with men to 

Qmployment and remuneration therefor, leisure, social 

insurance and profeseior~l training; 

(b) that in each country the rights of mothers and children 

be guaranteed by lalt. 

Resolution on Equal Pay 

THE COMMISSION ON TI!E STATUS OF WOMEN 

AFFIRMS ita support of the principle of equal pay for women, 

: ~· ~ncf·~e6-pmmends that the Economic and social Council: 

(a) call upon Member Governznenta to encourage the establishment 

of this principle through all possible means, especially in their 

own publicly supported and civil services; 

. . . ... -··. -· /(~_L - ~n~~~-~-~~~ . ~~- ... -
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(b) ~vfte the no and non-go1iernmental' organizationS in 
• f' "! • .! • 

category-A to compile ' membranda setting forth -,.,hat action 

they are ta~ing to provide equal ~y fo~ men and women and. : 

so impl.ement the principle of the United l!ationa Cr..arter . ·' .. 
that there· shall b·a rio d1Dcrim1nation based. on - ee:ic ~ : these 

mr.~oranda to be submitted to the Commission-at ita 

~.ext session. 
. •l' 

The · Commission auggeata that special conaid.eretion be given 

equal pay for women op the agen4a of its next session • 
. ,·, \ 

TRE CC~l{ISSION ON ~iE STA~~ OF . ~v~! 

.AFFmMS i te belief that all women should. be assured. full 
· : ·\ . . ·'· ~ . 

economic rights regard.leaa ' ~f mari~ai status; 

! CAJ..LS attention to variations -in laws in thi'e field, some of 
- . 

which operate to rest:dct married ·wor..en in regard to their .rights 

t.o act as gu.ard.ians, to control property and earnings 1 and · to_ 

und.ertake indtipendent business ventures 'and in other ways;'' : -~ 

PECm~1DS that the Economic and Social Council request the 

Secretary-General to complete, as· promptly as possible, sections 

of the _queetionnaire pertinent to .the economic rights of married 

women1 .now in preparation, for submission to.;governmenta. '~ · · 

25, The Commission considered. a draft Beaoluti~ concerning possible 

relationship with the International Labour <Organization on matters 

concerning the economic rights of women (document E/CN. 6/63). ·'·It 

decided to incorporate the aubatance of this Besoltition as ·Annex "A" 

of thia Be:port. 

/CHAPTER V 
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SECTION OF THE DRAFT OF THE lN'IEBif.ATIONAL BILL OF HUMAN 

RIGHTS CONCERNmG THE PAP.TICW~ RIGHTS OF WOl.m'N 

26. ·· In accordance with .Resolutic;>n. 4.8 (IV) of. the Economic and-SoY.i.e..l . . ..... ' .. ' ·. \ . . . '" . 

Council, the preliminary draft . of the International Bill of H~ Rights, 

pre:pa.red ~Y th!=l Commiesion .on Hlllll!m Rights at its Second Sees~on, W:B 
cir~Ulated to the Members. of tb,e Con:un.iaeion on the Statue of Women,. ·. 

' ' . 

The Commission re-wiewed this Report. The formE?r .. Chairmen ana·Eapporteur 

of the C6mmias1~~'· .~ho re:preeented the Commission a~ the Second Session 

of the C01Ilill1ssion on HUDl8ll Right a, reported on the discuseiona that · .. · 
. . .· ~ . . . . . 

took place concernir~ the particular rights of women and on .their ·· 

paJ:,'ticipation in those delib~rati?ne• The representat~ve ()f ·France · 

reported on her participation .in .the First Seesion.of the Sub~Co:rmniesion . . . . . . ·. . .. ~ ·. . . . . ' . . . . . . 

on the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection of.Minorities. \ . . . . 

. . ~allowing upon .its revie~: of the Report ~f ~he Commission on 

Hw:nan Rights 1 the Connnission .on the S:tatua. of. Women adopted. the following 

resolutions: 

Amendment to the . Text of Article 1 of too Draft International · · · 
·· ·: : . "':'"':' ·---- . 

Declaratio? on H~ Rights: . ··.· 

Ali peopl~ are born free and equal in dignity and rights, 

They are endo~r~d by natu~e w~th. reason and conscience, .and should · , . . ,. .. . 

act towards one another in the spirit of brotherhood. 

Amendment·to Articla 13 of the Draft International Decla:::-ation ------· --
.9E..l!~'1 Rifl~: . 

Men a:1d women shall have equal rights to c01~traot or diasol ve 

marriage in accordance with the law. 

/CHAPTim VI 
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CHAP.~ VI. 

MABR!AGE 

27. The Commission on ·the ·status ' ol'· Women decided 'to draw the attention 

of the ·Economic :ap.d S()ci~l Council:' to_ the· folJJJtdng. extract of the .~-
. . . .. . ·' . - . . . 

~tatemen~ or :a~.ms ~dopte.d at i .te f~rat eeeaion; . 

. ~1~ equal~:ty in all civil -rights; .:trreep.ective pf nationality.; 
. . . . . . . : 

race, . la.~~g~ o~ 1~elig~on, ; including 

(a) · ~n-iage .... Freedo=n pf choice, ~ignity of the' w:!.fe, _ 

mqnoga.?JJY 1 equal right to o.iasol'l;ltion of ma!Wiage • ., ( . 
. . . : . . ~ 

To thla f,'lta tam'3llt of. aip:~.S the Collmlisaion decided to, add the . 
~ . . . 

foL";.oo:-1L"1g · ~bservat1Q:lf3: . 

1. Non.:~ga.tzy". Tl1e Commieai'?n ~mphaaiz.ee. :!.Jvs belief in .. ;the :·:prinoiple 

9f m0n0~ a11d.u:ges the Un2ted Nat~one to work ·for the accept~~ce . . ' . 

of : t!,lla pr:l.nci:tJle. . . . . . 
. . . l•'. . 

2. Freedom of .Choice. . ~hie r~ght. ;cannot .be .fu.'!.ly . guaranteed unless 
' "' ' ' ! ' ' ' ~ I ' • • ' ' o • • ' • ' ' ' • ' 

it is. re~og.riized. that individuals have the .risht to lea.ve-thei'r .. ,· 

co~t:;."'Y on mr.riage and to reside with the other partner 'in anY ·country 

froii_l which they CB..'l!lot la'Nfully be .excluded. The _Commission therefore 

notes '\\"ith aa~·in:faction t.he terms of Article 10 (2) of the ~:ft . . 

Dacli:raM.on en Euman ~ighta {E/6QO). as re~ognizing a :right 
' ' • ' . I ~ • • ' • • ' • • • ' ' - . • 

essential .fo::- aaf'Clguarding freedom of cho!ce in ma.rr~e.ge • . : 
~ . . . ' ' 

. /CHAPTEB VII 
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28. · . . Tlie Sub .:comm1 ttee on. do~unica.£ioru( ~xamL"'led hi closed. meeting 
' ' , • I ·~ • • ' : . , • ,:: , ~ ; , ,• • _ 

00 
1 , 7 ( , 

the co±lfidential list of col:miiunications prepared. according to Res::>lutfon 
76 {V) '~f th~ 'Firtli 'Sessi~n of the ']:conb~io' a.rid Soc!a:i c~~nci~ •. . : The 

• ~ • . •. • • . . !\ • • • . • ... • , 

Commission adopted the.Report of the Rapporteur of that Committee 

( ddcUme~t E/CH. 6/66) .:a!1il . noted. the di~advantagea, ~f the ;ocedtir~ .laid 

down by .the aforasaid ·reaoiut1on. ' Howeve;~· the 'commiss.ion felt that 
it was pro~t~e t~ suggest any action until machinery has bsen set 

up for tha ~plemantation of .humin righte 

/CHAPTER VIII 
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C~·:'VIII! , 
·> 

TRUSTEESHIP : :C9L~TOI)'.;~ Q~TION!mmE 

29. fu. .. fl: .~c_p~~.ce ~:i.;t~ . the reS!ues:t of. ~h~ .. Eqoll;omi~ ~¢. . Social Council . 
-~ \ .... • • • •• ' <" ; • • ' ;. .• • '. • • . • .. . . ......... _1 ·• / ' 1 .· • : _.., . .·. ~ • , _ 

t~e; po~i~~io~ exe.m~n~.d the -~~ovi~i.cr.al QMe~~lonna~r~ .pr~p~;red_ py .. th~ . 
·::. . ...: · ; . .. · : .. - . .. i" ... ~. i .· .·: . ... . ~·:·· ' .. .. .. .' .. -~;.:-·.·-~:. · ~ 

T.rus ~.~ees~ip. Co:uncil. (d9C\l11lent T,4~) •.. As a l'"Aeu.lt of tM.s e:xamiru?,tion 
. ~ . . . ' '. . ... ' . . . . . . . .. . ·. . . . . . ~ . . . ... . ~ . ' ' . . .· . . . .. ' . 

it deciG.e~ ~0 recoiJiinend -~~t .the: Economic .... ~d .~ocial: Ccu~pil . ~l.tgg~et ' 
, .. ,, ·. • • . . . .. . ;. ~ . ; . r, , . • . . · ~ . ., , · , . ,.. , • 

to :the Truat~e..ship 9ouncil the f9llc;W.i~ cha1~es in the.· present ;ordl~g: 
.. . :Q~~st~~ri 24_( ~end t~~ qti~st~on . t·~ · _l~ead a·s. foll:o~ia' cs.m~n~~nti . '·· 

u'nrie.~:uned.j : . . . . .. . . 
. . . . : .. 

"Expla!n bi•iet'ly the . aui'i'l"age laws and regulations and iri 
. ·.. . .. .' . ; f.: , ¥ • •• • ~. • • • • • •• • • .: ' • .. • • ;: 

detail their application to men and wo:nen and to racial '' 

groups. Do '\>Tomen veta on the sama terms ae men? Are 
------------------------

!!O!!}~~~.!!~!l,!)~~ly eligible to ~~bl:ic office: u 

QuesM.c:.n 25~ IruJert a new question after Question 25, as follows: 

"Wha:li measures have been taken to increase the pa.:t'tici:pation 

of women in organa of the government? Submit exact figures 

or statistical tables." 

Question 133: AmE~nd the question to read (amendment u.:1.der1ined): 

"W'.aat is the legal capacity of women (married and UI'l!llarried) 

in civil lnrr, includina a~<?_~~~~~e of justice, rights 

j;~!..2!.J.~e!_i t property 1 to control earniEaa, to act a~ 

flua~dia_~s, and to~~ge ~sineBs? Is the wife responsible 

for the husband!ls debts, and vice-versa?" 

Question 135: Insert after this question the follornng additional 

questions: 

"135 (a) Are educational opportunities available equally 

for boys and girls? Is school attendance compu.lsory? 

Do local lawa or custOillB restrict education for women?" 

"135 (b) What women9s organizations or associations 

exist, if any? What are their aims, purposes, membership, 

nature of their services, and what has been done to encourage 

their .development?" 

Question 151: Sub-divide paragraph (i) of this question into two 

separate questions: 

" ( i) Employment of women 

( 11) Employment of young persons and children" 

Question 166: Amend this question to read (amended portion 

underlir..ed): 

/"What measures 
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"What meB:etn"es hate been takerl ~o ~et~nt d1acr1minat1on in 

employment and in wage and eal~ry :Payments according to 
' . ' ' 

race, ~f32., natiohality1 reiis1cih, or tribal aaaociation?" 

Ques~im1 182: .Amend ·this. queat1on.by. adding the · following itema: 
11Submit informatipn concerniil(! the state of birth and mortality 

rates of the local population, in p~rticular child mortality • 

. "Point out what measures have been taken'! for: the prevention , . . . 
o-f . _mortality, espacially child mortalfty~ 

"Submili info~tio:l ~'b .cu·~ atpcnditurea 'eiyen for the 

. deve:i.op:nent of healtL a 

Question 220: Amend th:!.~ . 4.!Ueflticn to read (ronsnded portion. 

underlined).~ . 

"Whet are the educatioD:al oys~ema apd. .c.urrent educet:!Qnal -.Programmes 

l?otil .J?ublic and pr~vate? . De these ..include bo~ .. h. se:xe·s?" 
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, CHAPnm JJ~-:· 
, f , ~ ' , .' .. 1 ' • ' ""1'~ \~ <'! ,\ ,, • 'i 1 ·- I ,• ' ~ ' 

CONSID.ERAttON OF T.HE'R'.ECm~TIONS IN PARAGRAPHS 39 
· AND ·4o oF ,.Tim REPORT OF TEE ·FmsT :s.ESsro!foF T1tE 

c'dMMISStON 

30. The Economic and Social ·ca~ci11 at fts ··fotUoi:h ~e~~i~n, instructed 
• , ' ~· ... ; , • • : I .~ ' : ' I " . , , . , , 

the Commission to .give further consideratiori to the recommendations in 
. . . . 

paragra:pLs 39 and 4o of Chapter XII of the Repo~t on .its ' first session 
I • .. ·. ~... . . ' . . ' ~ 

relating to visits of members of taa Commission to .Member States and to 

the aunnnoning of regione.l Confe:··P.~l~',;,a. ' . . ' . ~~ .... . 
. w31. . The Connn:Lasion decided' t·:> 3tjt aside. for the moment the idea of 

' 1 ' 

visits of ' its members to Membt3;. States. 

32. On the aum:noning of regional co:rl'erences, it ms informed by the 

Chairman that she had received a formal invitation from the Government 

of Lebanon that the Commission hold its next session in that country. 

33. The Commission decided to express ita thanks to the Government 

of Lebanon and to submit to the Economic and Social Council the· 

recommendation that it be permitted to accept the invitation. 

34. It passed the following resolution on this subject: · 

Resolution on Reeional Conferences 

"!tm COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

BELIEVES that the moat practical and economical means of 

stimulating improvement in the status of women is to hold 

occasional sessions of the Commission in different areas of the 

world; 

NOTES the comments of the Secretariat on the labour and 

expense that this will involve; 

RECOMMENDS 

1, that ita 1949 session be located in the Near East, 

provided suitable arrangements can be made with a 

Government in that region; 

2. that it be of not more than 3 weeks duration; 
BECOMMEl'JDS further that official agencies, non-governmental 

organizations and others in the region be encouraged to develop 

at the same till1e a conference on the status of women, .· the 

promotion, direction, and expense of which will be ·the 
;~tpozmib.:i'iity of the local agencies and not of the United 

Nations, in wh~ch members of the Commission can participate; ' 

AtmrORIZES its Chairman, past Chairman, and Rapporteur to 

proceed with the Secret~iat on plana for this meeting; 
/uRGES 
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tmGES on the Economic and So'ci~l 1Counc1l the advantage the 

L'lternational Labour ~gani,zat:!on has fotu'1d m, its regional 
~- , ; ·, ! :• I i ; . • ,. • ' : •' ' ~ . : • . 

meetings aa a means of developir.g wid.er understanding of ita . 

p:t;'~b l:ema and . programmes, a.nd · the · incl·eaa·E>'\ · ~upp.orl the t ·c~ 'b ~ ' 
e~llected from ·women's organlzatl;riB ·and ' othero iri i1le' ~r~~- fo~ tli,e 
work of the t.nitad .Nations as a whole throtigh the. ioc~ti'cih of~/ ,<·· 

. . . . 
meeting having"praqtical .v: J.u~s for thani where 'they can _o'l?aerve 

and attend." 

/CRAPTm X 
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:· cw;Ail1'E!X l-1 

th7r:bEt~brii6 ·l?Us:tt<Y: uiloooN . . . 

35.. The .CQmmi$13'1on ·h;eard S··~eport on· thia.~q~eE.~ion-··l'r~s'ented·byi-the 

Aaa::l,st~n~ Sec~et~ .. General:· for· Public Inforxnatioll•. ~ It .. ado:p..ted the'· 

following r.~aolutiona ·on· .the. mattar~ · . . ' .· 

11m CO~I1lviTSSIOJ.\T ON ffiE STATUS OF WOUm; 

RAVING COUSJJ.>ERED the need to influence world public 
opinion in favour of equality between men and women, 

RECC~~~\rrG that the Economic ~Jld Social Council request 

the Sec~etary-General 
(a) to call upon the world press, raiio1 fillll and other 

information agencies to help in removing such prejudices as 

have been proved to exist in this respect; and 
(b) to call upon the Department of Public Information of the 

United Nations to assiat all such information agencies in 

these efforts to the fullest possible extent, ~~d to p~epare 

su1~able information material of all kinds for this purpose·, · 

Ref:lolution on P'.lblications 

~ COM!tiSSIOI~ ON TfiE STATUS OF WOMEN 

Al-'PRECIAT.ES the chart and analytical atll!lillZ:U'y' prepared by the 

Secretariat on the. franchise rights of women and their eligibility 

to public office, 
RECOMMENDS to the Economic and Social Council that a popular 

pamphlet be prepared for general use, if possible to include charta 

and mapa to display effectively the nations where women ·vote in 

contrast with those where wqmen are denied the franchise in whole 

or in part, and urces that this be published within the year. 

Beaolution on Assistance to W~t.en Voters . -- ~ --- --------
THE COt.fv'llSSION ON !mE STATUS OF WO!ml 

RECOMMENDS to the Economic and Social Council that the 

Commission be pel~itted to assist women'a'groupa which have 

been organized in·those countries where the right to vote 
has recently·been obtained or is in the process of being obtained 
by helping:.them in every vm.y: possible to acquire the necessary .· 

inf'o:rmation,. · yi th a view to the ma;xilnum use of the rights 

recently obtained, including visits to those countries if and. 

whe~ re~ueat~~ and practicable. 
·,_.:, .: l ' :\ 

/36. In view 
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~ · ... 

36, In view of the fact that little puhiicity had ~een given to the 

principles, aims and acti v1ties ::of \}i~> adinmission, the Rapporteur drew 

the attentibr(of .. ithe Commfssion· .to:·.t}le :.d~S~!}l!~~:.f::tY .:· of .. th~ 1Ji~I;o,~tment of 

an information liaison 'bf.fic.er:.frDI.n.' ;'l{.l}e ·'Ilepf?r.tment.pf public L'lformation 

for.the . ~aek of inforzr.ation and publicity in all aspects of the status of 
,. • & ' • • • ... • • 

/CHAPTER :XI 
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:CRAPTEJ:r·:xr. 

ixcEANG:E ·OF · iN:FoRMA.TroN :sE'IWE:EN THE coMr>rrssroN AND REGIONAL · 
:±NitR~Gd~r.~TAi- ORGANIZA~IONS-- . . . -- . ' 

37. The Economic and Social Council, at its Fourth Session, inatru~tM :. · 

the Secretary-General to make arrangements for the presence of observers 

from regior~l inter-governmental organi~ations in the field of womenfa 

riahte at the sessions of the Commission to act in an advisory and . informative 

capacity, and to arrange for the exchange of information between the 

Commission and these organ1zat:i.ons on subj~cts relating to the statue of 

women,. 

38. !n accordance with these instructions, the Cc~iasion heard the report 

presented by the Chairman of the Int~r-American Commission of Women, on 

the work of her organization, She submitted to the CoD:llliaaion the 

unpublished. report of this organization, prepared for the Ninth InternationaJ. 

Conference of American States at :Bogota, c·olombia. This report deals l-Tith 

political rights, nationality of married women, legal capacity of married 

women and opportunities given to women :!n professions, occupations and trades, 

39. The Chairmen of the Inter-American Commission of Women extended to the 

Comnisaion on. the Statue of Women a fo:rn:al invitatio~l to send an obaerver, 

in an adviaor,y and consultative capacity, to th~ sessions of the 

~ Inter-American Commission of Women whenever they take place, 

jCHAPTFR XII 
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, T".de C~~es:Lon adQp~ed tne f,ollowing. ;re~.~lutione on this matter.: . 
.I . ' . • . ' ' . ~. - . • . . '! • •• ... • 

~s'oluti<;m , on Co~o;peration with ~he Social . COI.!r1liaston 
. . - - ---· 

·~ PO»·USSIOfV ON TEE STATUS OF WOMEN, . . . . . 
. . NQTINq. tnat a number of. th~ .aspects oi' the work of the Social . 

_,commission (~or exampl~, _Traffic in Women. and Children, Prevention of 
. -. .. . . 

~Grime ~d Tr1atment .of Offend.ereJ. Family Welfare, et~.~ }.are.- of direct 

interest ~o tha .. work of the Commission on the Statua of Women both in ... . ...... , ... ,_- . 1·: · . . . • . • . - . 

the. field of WOlllen 'ls. rights and in p1·~ot~ng the . Pal•ticipat1on of 
. ' ' . .· .· . . . 

wo:ne.~ .. 111 , J?UbJ.ic act! vi t~ee, 

-·' . . . CONSID:EBii'T(} that close .. couoperation, t;lnd . consultation-bet'ween the 
. • . ~ . . ..: . . ' . . .. . ' . 

two GOID1llieaions . on such. mattt~rs . 'tvoulcl b:e of mutual .. benefit ;:but ·that, . : . - . . ~ - . . 

as bo·ch COI!lillisMone meet <?nlY· ,once ~nn-ua.ll.y:, ·this coul~ not -be . 

satisfactorily: achieved .. ~erely: . by an exchange . of documents and of 

representatives at mee~inss; 

. RECO.~ms that ·the Econ.omic . and Social Council instruct the . . ' ·. .. ·. •. : . . .·. 

Secretary (;eneral . . 
\.· . ' . . . .·. . 

(a). to keep the Commi_ssion on the Statue ~f ·Women informed 

_qf ' the P!ogreSfJ in tho~~- subJects, unaer c<:msidere.tion oy: the 

J?pcial COI!lnlission, . which would be. of interest to _it;- anQ. ·.: • . . . . . . . , . .. . . 

(b). to ;lnvite the Social Collr.111ssion to .refer,. wnena:ver necessary, 

to the Commission on :the Statue of Women for its consideration, 
~ . . . : . ·. ' ' . . .. . . . . . 

. those. aepac~e of Jte .. work .'\<Thich might_ profitably b~ examined from 

, the :po1n.t of vi~w of women.• a rights tmd interests ; 
' . , ' . . ' . . . 

Resolution on Co .. o~r.ati_~n with th9 Com:nission .· 

on Rurran Rights 

THE COMMISSION ON ~'HE STAPUS OF WOMEN 

RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Counc 11 a.rrange for 

the representation of the Commission on the Statue of Women at the 

meetings of the Commission on Human Rights with the right to 

participate without vote in the deliberations involving the statue 

of women. 
In view of the fact that it is impossible to knowat what point 

in the discussions an aspect relating to the discrimination against 

women or the rights of women may occur, the Commission on the Status 

of Women requests that no limitations be imposed such as were made 1n · 

_ the .resolutione of the Economic and Social Council of 29 March 1947 
. . . . . ... ~ . 

1n respect of the attendance of the representatives at the Commission 

on Human Rights. ft.iesolution 



Resolution on Co-cpAratioh ijith International 

-~:lbour. _9!~~ion., 
. '. . • . .· . . :J . ·.• ·. . . . ' 

THE COMMISSION orr TEE STATUS OF WOME!'l 

RECO~ tlni.t· ·tbe l!Jconemid 'and SociaJ: Council 1"riatruct .the 

Secretary-:-GenerS:l.:~d;~o~rd :it,e· reso~Utions ·:to ~;tle_Jnternational ... 
labour Organization and :to arrange .for.reciprocial'repreeentation 

· betweeri' the Int·ernational Labour Organization and the Coirrilieeion 

on the status- ·of Women so ~that tlie ·coini:nission nfay be repre·sehted at 

meetir~s of the' InternatiOna.l U.oour Organization with the ~ight 

·to participa--te· without· vote in the ··delibel'ations ori subjects · 

. iri'Vol ving the status ·Of women as provided 'in Art:J.cle 70 o:f the:; 

Charter a..TJ.d the Agreement between the United !~atioris ar.!d the .:·. 

International Labour Organfze.tion··and -that, insofar as practicable, 

the Ccinmiasion be given ·a;n.. OJ/portunity-·to comment ori ·Ito ptoposale 

affecting women before .theh· aaoption~ 

Resolution on·co~oueration with tJ!IrtrSCO. -
T1IE COMMISSION ON TtiE STATUS OF W014Etf ·. 

RECOMME:N:>S that ·the Economic and Socia.J. Counc'il instruct the 

Secretary-General to for·Mard its resolutions to v1rnBCO aria to arrange 

for r-ec1procai representation· -between UNESCO and the· Commission 

· on ·the· 'Status of Women eo. that the Conn:iiesioh may be re:piesented at 

.meetings··of mmsoo ·with the right to 'pa!'ticipate vithout vote in ita 

delibe~tiona on subjects· involving the·statua·or wc4nen·as· provided 

in Article ·70. of the Chartel:'" and .the Agreement between tTl'ffiSCO and 

the United Nations· e.nd· that/ 'insofar as: practicable, the· Com'nission be 

given an op~ortuni-ty to coo1nant-'on: 'G"'}j"FS.CO proposals affecting women 

before their. au~ption'.;. 

fCRAPTFB·XIII 
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41. · ~e 'COl!lllliSsion ad_opted.: -the follm.;in{fl~~eolution proposed by the­

Committee created to examine the· Prelfminaty __ Report Prepared. by the 

Secretariat ·onRepliea · to Part I, Pubiic law, of the Questionnaire on 

the Legal Status· and 'Treatment of Women: 

I " 

RP,solutiori on Questicn1na1rea · 

~··coM.r-D:SSibN;:oN :mE STATDS ·oF 'WOMEN 

CONGIDERS tr..ati in order to obtain ·the needed background data on 

: whi'oh . to bat~e fts work 'of' determin~ng ·general polici~a, making specific 

l:'~C011llllandatioria , ~or' action .. ar~d plw..ning publications and other 

.. ·. publicity and edi.lcational · materiais I the Secreta..."";Y .. General must a;pply 

·.:it With' ·pertinent facts as to the various discriminations e.xiating 

aga1riat women; which ·facta . oan be obtained :from: 

1. · c.overnmente 

2. ~ Non .. Governmentai Orea:rd:za t ioria; · Int'er-goverl'llllental 

Organiza.tioris ·a.-rid Specialized Agencies 

3. •. IIld:i:viduala able and interested to supply them . 

~ 4 ~- · : General r~search 
It therefore recommends that the Economic and Social Counncil 

instruct the . secretary-General the. t: ·-

A.. . Emphasis ' in the questions to Governments ' should be on the · 

existence and extent· 'of discri.Iitl.nationa, rather than en equality 1 
' . . . . . I .- . •·. . ; 

:~.rid to this end questions must be fewer, ahd.rt sr and more 

eea;ching than 1~ the caae· with the question~ cont.ained in the 

present questionnaire • 
. ·. ' . .. . . ~ ' ). . . . . .: . . ' . . 

B. .. :the material collected from GOvernments should be regarded 

9.S only o~e SOUrCe; of :inrormatlon.' wnich must be supplemented and, 
·· .. -. " . 'i · ·. . . t ' :·. . . ' ' . 

where necessary; checked "by other ao~~ces to insure a complete, 
~ • • • • • ? • 

accurate and rouiid.ed picture. · 
• : j. • 

c. The presentation should be by ·aubj~ct nia.tter~ 

Resolution on Pro~rainme . of l!'ut'ure Work 

THE COMUSSION . ON 'li.tE STATUS' OF WOMEN . . ' 

RECOMME:rits· ther~fore the foliowing aa .th:e programme . for future 

work in connection With ·q\.lestionnairea for tlle confing :year: . 
A.<· : pJ.t···! : ~r· the Queationnaire :aliould b~ compi.etea;· · GOvernments 

which - ~v~ not :yet ·replied. to it· ehotild b~.- a.sked tQ . do eo' 1n ' or 

.. before :.the following dateet 

/Sections A 
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Sections A and B;" :P6]Jt:icai Rights, ••• 1 June 1948 

Section D1 )~~d~pa~tona1 ~~;p~~~n-~tiea,, 1 June 1948 

Section c, Nationality, ••••••••••••••• 1 July 1948 

·Remaining'fk'6'ttons'~ ~-•• ~. ~: .... /.7
• ~'/;. ~-.1 /, 1 Decemoer '1948 

It ·is· U..~aeratood ··that ·the·· Secretariat will have 

cbnsiderabre work .:eo: do ·following' receipt' or" this matei~ia1· < 

aa 1 t will have to be ffupplemented· -frem other· so'tu·cea ,·: 

analyzed, etc.~:;·. a·a. ind::l:cat'ed above .• ':':~~: · ..... 

B. It is ~ecom;nended' ths+. the Ec.on6mic and Social·~ Council 

'in9t!'uct the :sec:retarj-General-'·to proceed et once· to draft 

short, a·m:p1e questions· ··dealing with the rights of marrfed 

wemen_,:.·part'l:cularly. :S.a ·to ·dcmicile; mer.tiage, :divorce·ana. 

contl:'ol· Of :\?:t'.Operty,· and· diatribtite the text ·Of these proposed 

questions to the ··commission fdr ·i·ts ·review by ·1 September, 

eo that the G6mmiseion >may discuse'this :text at·.·ite next.. 

session and decide on the time and manner·. of· ·its distribution 

to GOvernment's'as .weu··Q.B.on-:any revision in it. 

c. In line with the .Resolution :presented-by· Denmrk on the 

poli·tical :rights of women in.:·the Firat General Asse.1lbly,· 

Memorandum E/CN.6/301 relating ~o the franchise rights of 

{.;omen and thEdr· eligibility 'to public off'ice .:prepared by the 

Secretariat for the Commisaion, should ·be brought up• :ba··date, 

including re:ference to action-·by ·governments· since the signing 

.o:r:'the Charter; -and :pres·enterl to .the Third General·Assenibly 

and ·similar r,naterial. should, be presente<l ann'Ually. tP. succeeding 

;·.Assemblies :until all women throughout the world· have the same 

:political rights as men. 

D~ : .. •; ·A: popular"'IJ8l12Phlet on Pol:},ti.ca,l.Right$ ac9orded or denied. 

;:¥()men should :b·e'.:.prepax.ed·f'Or een,eral~.'UB~,, if P.OB.~ible to include 

'charts' and mapa. to <l,iapla;r! eft:~.q~tve,ly the :natiQns .where women 

have full :political rig.hta_. }xr.contrast with .t:Pose :where they 
. ' 

ar.e.:denied:' them. in. whole OI'·Jn :part.,·:·U .. pos~iple,,. this should 

be publishe~'. :w~th~ . .-the year·~ ._, 
E. The info~tion .pbtain!:)d on.~Ed}t~a~ion (Sec~ioD:, D of the 

Quest·iOil.Ilf;l.ire) ·should. :b'e ~d~: :available" to ~co. ~i-th the 

.-consert.t-~of the GoverDl!lentfi. ·concerne.d~, . 

':··;·.The· representative··f~om .the: Uni.pn -of Soviet Spcialist. Republica made 

.· re'f:ll3rvations· as :to the J::no\l.'l;ls:lon Qf ~:i-t~ -3 .and. 4-; as .sources of information. 

/42r·:<To· f~c!litate 
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42~ . '1'o facilitate the performance by ~ tile~ Eecretary-General Oi' the various 

tasks which :·1;h~··"C01lmli9Si~ . c,xpec.t,e. n~ to . aQCQ~~~f\., ·~~Canm,rtaa~on adopted 

the following re~olut.ions: 

P.asolt!tion on '··'t:ho Secretaiiat ';. --- - ---TS:E· ·coH~{r.S'sroN ·. ON ::THE ·sTATus . ·OF WOMEN 

. '1IAvl:u~J ·regaid 'to .. ·the difficUltiee .-which ·have· been encountered· b~. 
the. ' s~c~~tariat of the United Nations 1n.()btaining ade·gua:!;.e_, illformation 
h: 1- ' .' .4. • ~ • .. • ' ' •• .'' ' • .. ' • ,.1 • • <I • 

that would zna.ke' it possible . to: establish ·the.: exiatenee:O,f~ .~i9~~:1fllill13:tiona 
'... . . . . 

on ac~ount 'ot sex; b.hc1' 
· ·· · MTIJG. ~:c:~iE tba.t : tho : dommisai.on' on the. stat11s . of .W!~1·· . . ~n ~~~e.r 

fully to accompliAh its task of prcmot!ng .equal ·rigbtstor wpm~n in tbe 

! p~liticai, eccnOI!l:ic·,· ·c1Vi.i? social· and: educat·ianal apherea, ml.t~t ·~ 
ul;l~~ accurate . studies: which w1!:1' eriab1'e lt-' to indice.te. :fnjuat1cea to 

which women a:.~e et!ll subjected, 

'· rilleoMM&wr.s that the ·:mcononi:lc and s .ocial .couno.u:.-.end~~vour to 

·f~ · the ineana of at:i'engt'hsning tl1e Secretariat ·Office of ·:this 

commies:i.o.ti, ··aa·s'igp.inl; to 'it sufficient ... technical' s~af~. in order to 

fulfil the . gree.t task with wliich 'it haa . been ·entX\iiatea. .... . ·. 
' Dur:i~ 'the diacu~~idn o't the progrilinme . for ·future work, . the Ch!;l1~1 ·as 

~t>l:"~sentati ve of France, asked her colleagues. to kee!.l: in. ·minti for 

futtire' c~ntlide~a.tiort ··a .. pr6-pooal '·for··'ti!:- ore::sr..t.ai.da.tiC~ri ·tn·._.MeJnbe:r. States, 

lrhere conscrfpti.on 'for 'niilitafy· serv'ice i'a practiced. fpr· .men)!,pf a . 

corresp6ndin~r·o·iv1c adcfal s'ervice for·· wbmen ~ b.rd.er 'ti'o impleljlent .the 
·~ t • 

principle tfuit· equalit:v of riRht's ·~hould. ·be :accompanied: .bY: eqt4tlity of 

·: reapona1bfl1ties~ . 

43 ~ ' ~ins the · d1scuai31ona ·on the need to strengthen the:.tSecretariat 

orrlce of the' Commiea·ion; · holl'e'S were exi):t'eaRed. that. t.he secti<>n on the 

Status ·of !¥omen .;;>f. ·the Sec~etariat· cbtild be· conatituted- as a ~iviaion of 

the Depa~tlnent .)f Social ;fl:f:fdir& and ·a WOme.Jl 'appointed ae 1ta Pirector .. 

· · ~he 'dommi~alori U:eciued :the.t the 'v:iew on this ,matter e,x:preE,Jeed by one -of _ 

· ita members be noted in the xeport. 



.,,.'1\1'1\~ : . A , ; IIUUU!4A ,.,., 

THE COt\ft1ISSION ON ·.2m: --Sl].'AT(B., OF ·lfO~ · 
~. . . ' . ... ' . 

r. WELCOMES the Chief ·of Section on Women~a .lvor.k ._of the ·I:U'O e.~r ita 

repree.entative at this ·: aeoai'on, end ·the opp::>l"tunity th~reby_.· J;l~<?.vided for 

·;;,joint revieW O'.f -the ; ComrtlOri purpose· arid . proplema •Of' l?oth, Q<;'die,B · ~d ,of· plana 

:thr.0ugh ·whicn they._ may: co-opera-~(f effe.ctively.1 .and urg~s - ;th~·._ .. continued 

effort of the ILO to afford women worko~"e the f\111 benefi.:!; Qfi: .t.he .pro.mise 

contained ,in:·th'e Declaration :of Philadelphin,. especially as··t'eeards equal 

,:pasr 1and the · rights· Of ·motherhood.;-

n,-~ ·l;~ ·~ >''RECOGNIZES the· inlportance of 'regulations. ,to ~tomote ~t~e 

;'J1ealth,and ·.welfare·• of a1l wo:-kere in 1nduet:ry.1 · 'k"'he,ther. men, 

women, or children; 

. ··2~.- : ·~ CONSIDERS the ·moat effective me$Ils of achie'Yin~r_t,hie 

:6bj'e:ct1ve ·to -be adequate . pay to ·provide .a reason.a1hle :atanda;i-d 

\'Of ' '11 ving, ;t'eaoonable hours Of .. work; '•safeguards·. ~cainst , < .'~;~ 

occupational 'accidents : end diseases and aocial ;·_; i-ns.ttrance against 

ioth~r · :odcupetional h'a2ard:s without . diecrimina.tion as •: to raee:, -::: ~ :; 

:reliiston;: · ia.nguage ,- o~ ·a ex; · 

'3~· ._, ,13Jll,IEVES ,'Chat eafeguar.d;; ::ror .:wome.tcworkere'.· in ,PB.rti.cUlar. 

CaU :in the' :f'i;rst instance f6r. the .provi'fl:ion :-Of \equal·-':pay ·and. 

:equal :opportunit;y for. trainirig_,~ .. work·and :promoti;¢n, ll'aternity. 

~lea·ve. with . ben~f·ita paid ~ from public funds .with_.guare.btee<l · 

re-employment and adequate facilities for the c~:~,r& .of ~.:thd. : : 

.•chi·l~en ·of . working: :mothers· but : tJre.t-,· ·wher.e standards -·ere·-- low 

as .r r .egarde hoti':r-s1. wages, , . .and g.ene:ral ,t·onditiort&.. b.f" labour· or ' 

!~n· are· ·not 'Well, arganiiedt -in ·trade, untons;;; ·or where··:the' : 

.na:ture· .. o:r the· occupa. t i'on·, 'llleruic es -·their · hea'Ith. :arid · wdl•faXie~ · 
specia~· PJ;"ovisiona•, may :be reqtij;red· to protect tlle hea:fth ahd.' 

·welfare of women; 

4. CONSIDERS further that regulations safeguarding maternity 

and the :rights of motherhood fall within a special category 

of safeguards that concern . the health and ·well-being of all, 
men and women alike; 

· · 5-. SUGGES~S that 1ri all regulations which make d:!.stinctions 

on .the basis of se.x., care should be taken that such regulations 

. are ·not a disguise' :for · wtwar:ranted· distinction aimed in reality 
at ' e.xcludi ' . . 
;::: .. ... . . :ng women from choice 'of · employment, op;pol"tu.."'lity for 
promotion and ·well.;.paideuitable ·.employment, 

.. , __ _ 



.. ' ' ~ . . . 

E/CN,6/74 · 
Page 29 

III. APPROVES the practice adopted by the ItO of fostering the development 

of trade unions• _to_: aaeist: ~WCrkers · 'in\ imprb:fibg wo.~ld.ilg. ~c.onditiona and of 
. . . .... ' . . . . ' . . . ' . ~ . ... .. . .' 

promoting appropriate measures to .aa~iet:·._go\J:ernment in eliminating 
. . . .. . ... . . 

unhealtl:zy and unsatisfactory conditions of _emp1"'yment -~ld :urge(;l t~e .. 
' 0 :' 1 ' ; ;~ ' : , ( _;_. ' • : ':• • ! .. \ '! k : t 0 ' o ; Oo ·.~ j o • ,o ' : :. •' ' o ' o ' : ' ' ~ 0 ' 0: ! • 0 o ( 0 > ' ' • 0 • ; l o • 0 

periodic and progressive review and revision of ILO. Convent~ona. as an 
~ , • ~ . • . ' · ·, • . ·• . . ' I : ; . '.; .;., • . • . •, 

apl?ropr18.te procedure for , cnailging regulattqns ,in,_ a:cco~~ce with 
chti.4ging · c~hditi6~~- of ··labour; . 

rv. . Ccms!DERS · ihe: .. fm~lernentation of the ILO Recommendation. on _,Dnployme~t 
.. .. .. 

Organization (Transition from Wer to Pe~ce) ~do~t~d in.~~ilad~lpbia, 1944, 
; a.~· )or vital irriport~~:e ·· to -t'ile atat~s- ';F ~~e~ w~rke~a·, . i~ particular the 

·-: · · · •. · .. . ·. . · · · : · ·. .;>: · :.: · ·; . ~~ . : . '· '· · .~ . 1 Sf . "' . . . t : : •( • 

paragraphs concexning equality of op_portunity for men an~ women.-in .. the 
" • .' ' ' : . \ • . . ' ; • ; ' • ·: ~ ' .I '•: ' ' • • •' > : > :. I • .. : ' ' 1 ', ~ I .~ ' ' \ • • • \ • ' ' ' ' ' • 

employment market, the establishment of wage_ . ~:t?,s .. 'b~se<l;.H~~.-Job content 

without regard to sex, together with investigations to determine precise 

and objective standards f_or such judgments, and .the, r~ifjling. of :the 
~. ~ o ; > f 

0 0 
, ' • ,. 0 • ' : I 

0 

- • • I • 
0 > 

0 
, • , ~ C 

0 .~ \ 0 " -
0 

' ,'· • 
0 

t \.. 

l'elati Ve statue of those industries and, OC;CUpationa in. WhiG~- larg~ .~umbers 

~t.wom~n IW.ve tr~ci~ti~ll~· ~e~~ ~mplo;~a:,. and_ r~que~ts t~e Eco~~~?~ and 
• . ' I .. , .. . ·•. . • . . · . . . , 

Social Council to invite the ILO to report at the next sesaion _of the 

_ . Commission on the progress that hae been .made by .. lte Membe~ nations 
' : r~,~~ ..... ' .. •' -' .'' ·, • J, •. ·,· · · • • ~ ,.~ ·., · ~·?· • ' • • 

.. in carr,Ying out.theee . recommendat~o~s •. 
~ • • • • . ~ • • ; • • ~ • • • . • I : • I ; .• ; 

V. EXPRESSES ita satisfaction that the ILO Convention on Sqcial. P?+icy 

in Non-Metropolitan Territories provides for the abolition ~f a~l 

discri~inations among "!Orkers on_ tl:l~ 1 ground4 of ._sex, .. r.'bttt. n9tea_.: the 
. , . • '· . .' :I • • • , . . . . . • .... I , , ~ •. . .. . 'i '•. , .. • .; . • • . . . ,., "' ' • 

:L"lclusion , «:>f. ~- ,!Jrovi~io~ ~~~ _th~. ~oliqy 9f. eq~l pa.;r shall; no~ o:p~rate 
unless this princfple .i's ·likewise accorded in the metropolitan territory, 

~~d in . vievr of the need _tq avoid perpetua ti<m in .non-J;lletropQli tan 
t I i ~ . ' . ~. ' . • , ', • ;' ~: ' ' ~}, -.- · . . . 't; •• , : ...- ~ , ; . . . , • . . 

. i;e:t:r1tor_1ea· of the g~ne.~l ey:!J.s . . conseqqept .~l>O~. tpe e;lda-cenc~. · of! e: J ~ 
; .. ~·.. . .l ~ . • • • ~ • :: \ . .. , ' ~ . • ·.- . ; : • ~ •.. ·' • • 

· pool o~ c~ea~. ~~~ labo:ur, .re_q~~~~e .,thf7. - Ec~~amic ~nd Soc:ta.l,>Counqia 

to iDtori,Jl' the. ·:¢o ·t~~ . t~~ .. comnttl'~~.;L;on .r.~8!'~t~~ t~e :iP<t.l}tsipn :Qf· .t]llo:.. ·. · 

proviei~n-~d ro:~res~e~ ·-th~ hop~ that steps will be taken asi.l;)®tl a~· · 
:possible to eliminate from this clause of the Convention .t~he :.~viao 

:f'ollow~na the words nwp:rk of equEl-;J. value,u-. , 
- . . ~. .. ' . • . - . . ~ .. . : t .; . • . ' J.. . 

/ANNEX :a 
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.Resolution .on Cnm;nercialized Prostitution: anl::· 
~Venereal DiRease 

The Commission coru31deJ:.~d a <l.raft. re~~iutian oil venereal· disease. 

The subject matter bei.;,g, within the. terma.-of referanc:e of ·theSoci~ 
Commiasi('ln and the Worid HealthOrganizatio~, it wae decicl*3d to':i.nclude 

it as A..--llieJC B of the present report for tranamise:i.on. t:o:these bod.!es, 

~ 
. Commerc'iallzed prostitution. and stage regUlation of prostitution 

' . ; . . . .. , ' . . . . . . ' . . . . . . ~ 

is·a violation· of human rights and.fa contrary to the principles of 

the ·United llationsj. and bri11gS the greatest dishonour, degr~da-tion 
'and· humiliation upon· t.Tomen; · 

..... 

It is kh~wn that in rna..,Y co\4~triee poWerful ·and wealthY· interests 

are' involved. ill co.mmerciaJ.ized ·?ice and in the traffic in women~ and 

· oppose all efforts to eradicate this ·social evil; 
'1 . ' 

.· w.t!EREAS 

The e:XiatEmce of brothels provides a market f~r. women and therefore 

encourages traffic in women, which is contrary to international 

·convantiomi; 

W.a:3:?.EAS : ' ' 

Registered brothels and, regifitered prostitutes create a· false 
•·. '· ! . ' . ' - ,· 

eenee of security from in:t'action frotn venereal disease; and 
WB:.E.TIEAS . ' : . ' 

T".ae beet iriformed opinion today is that the ·evi!s 'of: prostitution 

and venereal disease· should be dealt with by social w'orkera and doctors 

and ·that . the moat effective prevent! ve of venereal _disease is free·. 

and secret treatment of venereal disease accompanied by etiitable ' 

education; 
THEREFORE . 

' .. .·.,:I . 

WE CO~SSION ON TitlE STATUS OF WOMEN requests the Economic. 

and Sccial Council to forward this resolution to the Social Commission 

and World Health Organization for their i,nformation •. 




