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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

1. The Second Session of the Commission on the Status of Women opened
on Monday, 5 January 1948, at the Interim Eeadqﬁb.rters of the United Natioms,
Lake Success, N. Y. The Commission held.......... plenary meetings and

terminated its work on .......... January 1948.
2. The following Representatives of Member Nations on the Commission
attended: |
Chairman:
Mrs. Marie Helene Lefaucheux " "(France) - . .- Representative
Vice-Chairmen: ‘ -
Mrs. Amalia C. de Castillo Ledon (Mexico) 7 ... “Representative
Mrs. Elizavieta Alekseevna Popova (Union of Soviet Representative
"Socialist Republics)
Rapporteur:
Mrs. Alice Kandelft Cosma ~ (Syria) Representative
Mrs. J. M. Grey Street (Australia) Representative
Mrs. Evdokia Uralova (Byelorussian Soviet Representative
Socialist Republic)

Miss Cecilia Sieu-Ling Zung (China) Alternate
Mrs. Grac’iela Moralés F, de

Echeverria (Costa Rica) Representative
Mrs. Bodil Begtrup (Denmark) Representative
Mrs. Sara B. de Monzon (Guatemala) Representative
Begum Shareefsch Hamid Ali (India) Representative
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Mrs. Mihri Paktas 4 (Turkey) Representative
Miss Mary Sutherland (United Kingdom) - Representative
Miss Dorothy Kenyon (United States of
.America) o Representative
Mrs. Isabel de Urdaneta (Venezuela) Representative
3. The following Representatives'of Specialized Agencies were also present
at the Session: o ,
Miss Joan Maass United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Oréanization
Dr. Mildred Fairchild International Labour Organization
lMiss Beatrice Howard - Worid Healti Organization

Y. The Chairman of the Inter-American Commission of Women, -

Miss Minerva Bernardino, was present in an advisory and informative
capacity, in accordance with Resolution No. 48 (IV), Section B (7) of
the Economic and Social Council; and arrangements were made with this
organization for the exchange of information on subjects relating to the
status of women.

B The following consultants from Non-CGovernmental Orgenizations were

also present:

Category A

Miss Toni Sender American Federation of Labor

Mr. Peter D. Garvan}

Category B

Miss Susan B. Anthony Women's International Democratic

Mrs. Frangoise LeClercq} Federation

Mrs. Emmy Freundlich International Women's Co-operative Guild

6. The Representatives of France (Mrs. Lefaucheux) and of Guatemala
(Mrs. Monzon) were unavoidably delayed in reaching the Session.

Mrs. Lefaucheux participated in the twenty-first and following mcetings;
Mrs. Monzon participated in the twenty-fourth and following meetings.

T. Dr. John P. Humphrey, Director of the Division of Human Rights,
represented the Secretary-General. Miss Leonie Mitchell acted as Secretary
of the Commission.

8. The Commission adopted as its Agenda the Provisional Agenda, amended
in document E/CN.6/22/Rev.1l.

9. The Commission took note of the Rules of Procedure for Functional
Commissions adopted by the Economic and Social Council on 12 August 1947,

and proceeded to elect officers for the year 1948 in accordance with these

rules. - '
/10. The
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10, The expression of the ievs of' the Members of the Commission.is
embodied in the Stmmary Records of the Plenary Meetings (documents
E/CN.6/SR.20 40 wevaraiers ), |
11, In order to expedi’be its 'work, the Commzssion created three commiﬁ’cebs,
to deal respectively with the drafting of resclutlons, the examination
:of -communicgtions, a,né ‘bhe examination of the information relating to the
status of women- collected ; by means -of questionnaires.» The mem'bersh:ﬁ of
these committees, as determlned bv the Chairmen with the anproval of ‘the
Gcnmission, vas as follom. '
Committee, on Resolutions‘
The RepresentatiVes of Australia (Chairman),
Chine, Costa Rica, and. Syria.
Committee on .Communi.ca,tioné: o
“The Representatives of Demmark (Chairman),
Turkey,’ Venezuel_l.é ,» ‘Byelorussia, United Kingdom,
and Tndia’ |
Committee on Questionnaires°
The Representa’clves of ‘the. United States (Chairman), .
the Union of Soviet Sociallst Republics » Syria,

and Mexico,
All Members of; the, Commission were invited fo parfcicipate in the work q;F.
the Committees.

/CHAPTER II
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CHAP‘I'ER II
POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN

12, The Commiasion examined the preliminary report on the politicel rights of
‘yomen prepared by tie Secrete.ry«General on the basis of' the replies of Member
Governmenta to Part I of the Queetionnaire on the legel status end treatment of
vquen, end on such information as was available from other authoritative source
(document E/CH.6/27 and E/CN 6/30). Verbal statemente regarding the position'
women in the Union of Soviet Sorialist Republica and in the Byeloruesian Soviei
Socialist Republic., which had not replied to the Queationnaire, were presentet
by the Representatives of those countries. _ ‘
13, The Commission noted with satisfastion that aince 1ts 1aet meeting
Argentina and Venezuele had granted women full politicel righte. It expressed
the hope the‘c plans for eimila.r ection, now under way in Costa Rica, Colombia,
Peru.and Chile, might be completed as soon as possible. It extended its
congratulations to the peoples of Argentina and Venezuele, and to their
Governments, on their achievement of full political righte for meén and women
in this regard; and called upon the WOmen of theee countriee to meke full uge
of their nevw responeibilitiee.
14, The Commieeion unanimously adopted the following resolution'
Resolution on the Political Rights of Women

THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN '

RECOGNIZING that the dignity and worth of the humen person, the
equal rights of men and women and of nations large and ewall, which are
referred to in the Charter of the United Nationg, insistently call for
the abolition of the political inequality of women which etill prevalls

in many countries;

CONSITERING that the equal participation of women in national,
sconouic, cultural end soclal and political life is impossible unless
women are granted equal rights with men;

HAVING REGARD TO the General Assewbly's decision of 11 December 164

" concerning the political rights,of’women and of the replies received frov
gome of the Member Ge;iemments s
NOTES THAT, although the vast number of these make no distinction
- between men and women as to the use of the franchise and eligibility for
public office, some report limitations on wowen in this regard;
RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council:
(a) 1instruct the Secretary-General to address a communication to el
© . @Governments which have not replied and which do not now grant full |
political rights to women, inguiring as to their plans to give effeu‘;

; : - [to the Charter
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‘to the Charter effirmation of "equal rights for men and women", in
regard to the f“anchise and, eligibility to public office, and urging
them to take appropalate and immediate action;
(b) vrequeet the States Members of  the United Nations where women
have not yet, beet given the same political rights.as men, to grant
'them such rlghts in all spheres of economic, national, cultural and
eOCLaL and politlcal life.{ The. Commtesion also draws attention to
the faﬂt tnat opportunitiee for.the exe“cise of these rights and a
greauer measure of activity by women voters, .in maxing use of their
rignt to take_paet:1n,e1eettons,”ae‘yell‘as the introduction of a
moreigeneyai ejeten‘ofheleoting iromen .to key posts in national, public,
munieipal and other institutione, will serve as an effective method of
stlmulating uhe Lﬁtereet of .youen voters, will increage their interest
in eocxal and’ poTitical work, and will ensure a fuller use by women
volters of uneef “lght to take part in el  sctions; and
(c¢) in line with the reaslution presentad by Denmark in the first
session of the Assembly on Eolitical'RLghts of Women, present this
informaticn and the chartland‘anaiytioal,eumnafy on the franchiee
rights of women axid their‘eligitiiity tOApdblic.office to the third
General Assembly, end annvelly to succeeding Assemblies until all
women throughout the worid have equal political rights on the same
terms as men. . .
15! The Comission coneiaered various problems relating to confllcts of law in
fields of nationality, domicile, marriage and divorce,  As a result of this
consideration it adopted the follow1ng Resolution'
Resolutlon on Nationality
THE COMMISSION oN THE STATUS Or xKXﬂﬂH
NOTIIG the many and varied,dtecrlminat;ona against women. that result
from conflicts in national 1awe relating to nationality, doumicile, marriage

‘and divorre, and
NOTING Tﬁe Hague Convention on the Conflict of Natlonality Laws (1930)

end the Montevideo Convention on the Nationality of Uomen (1933 and the
studies in this field undertaken by the League of Netions,
RECOMMENDS that the Economio and Social Council instruct the

Secretary-General:
(a) to obtain from all Member Stdtes an account of their present laws

and administrative practices in the flelds of, nationality, -domicile,
marriage and divorce 1nsofar ae they affect women.married or formerly

married to husbands of a dlfferent nationality, and the anomalies
arising therefrom, end es they affect children born, to parents:of

' /different ndtionalities,
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. different nationalities ’ and prepare a report t‘aereon for the next
.session of the Commission; and to report on existing treaties and
conventions in the field. of nationality and the signatories thereto;
(b) to obtain the views of the International Iaw Commission, the
Social Commission, the Cormission on Human Rights, and varioos other
United Nations bodies and spécialized a'ge‘nc‘tes on ’chié subject and to
make thals information available to the Commigsion on the Status of
Woren for its use in making recommendat_ions for a suitable Convention

g on nationality; ‘ ' ‘ |
(¢) to forward to Member Governuents the request, that married women
should have the same rights as regards nat’ionality as are enjoyed by
men and single wowmen, ' '
16, The Commission considered the means ’co achieve 1ncreased participation of
women in Government, both at the national level and international organizations
and conferences,. As & result of this consideration 1t adopted the following
resolutions;: ‘ . o |
Resolution on the Participation of Women in -
Activities of GCovernments
THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN o :
NOTING that Article 8 of the United Nations Charter provides that
"the Unlted Nations shall place no restrictions on the eligibility of men
and women to participate in any capacity and under conditions of equalitv

"in ite prifcipal and subsidlary organs;
EXPRESSES CONCERN that the Secretary-(}eneral has as yet appointed
very few women to key positions in the’ Secretariat,
RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council: .
(e) request the Secre’cary-(}eneral to appoint women , to key positions
in the Secretariat of the United Nations; o
(b) suggest that Member Governments include women in 1ncreasing
numbers as their representatives on organs and agencies of the
United Nations and in international organizatlons and conferenoes, and
(¢) Buggest that where guch organizations do not now include wouen,
special consideration be given to the appointment of wouen vhenever
vacancies occur, ,
Resolution on Equal Opportunities for Women at all

Levels of governmente.l activity
TEE COMMISSION ON TEE STATJS OF VOMEN X
'TAKING NOTE that 1n some coun‘briee not all 'bhe positions in the civil
service are open to women, that there is no repreeentation of women on the

civil gervice committeées in charge ‘of examinations and appointments, and
’gl:;at the;-e are differences between men and women regarding qualifications,
| /preference in appointument



17,

g/cn.6/7
Page 7

preference in appointment, reﬁuncraticﬁ, oprortunities for advancement and
promotion, and diaquallficatione; such as that married vomen are barred
from appointment and ‘continuabion’ of of’ice, and t

CON°IDERIFG that there 1s dlscriminatlcn against women as to
professional oppoffunities and access Yo dlplomatlc and . consular poste
and’ to Judiciary posts, gven if women*are fully quelifzed,

RECOHMENIS that the Economic ,and - Social Council inatruct the

SecretarJ-Gene al to draw the attention of llember :States . to the pledgea

concerning the etatue of women undertaken when, slgﬁtng the United" Nations
Charter, wlth a view to grantiﬁg women, married or unmarried, full and
equal opportunities 1n the civil service and -in. all" professions and 1n:a11
diplematio, consular, and Judicial spheres, and at all levels of

governmental: activitJ.v
‘The Commiseion considered a report of the Secretary General on prograumes

of information on the use of the franchise in countries where women have
recently acquired the right to vote,: end estoblishment of a centre for the
collection of publications an tais enbﬁect (documents E/CN 6/25 and
E/CN.6/25/Add:1), : Tt décided to recommend ﬁh&t the ‘Economic and Social Council
instruct the’ Secretarynueneral tao continue to collect informetion on these
subjects, and to provide a centré of reference for organizatxons requlring

“Information on’ the subject,

JCEAPTER IIT
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'CHAPTER TIT
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTONTTIES' FORi:wmi

18. ~ The, Com.nispion considered the replies recaWed to, the questions in Part I
paiug' L,l,h D, (relatmg to education) of the Questionnaire on ‘the Legal Status
and T: satment of ”omen (document E/CN 6/27) Following a general discussion of
the in.i‘orma’cion theroin provided the Conmission gave oonsideration to.
recommendations for possible action to advance the rights of‘ women ui *he
educational field I’c s’cudied ﬁhe possibilities of co~operation w1th
U’NESCO, particularly with rogard to development of basic education programmes.
19, The Commiesi;m adopted the following resolution relating to
educatioral opportunities for womens: ' ‘

. Besolution on Educational Opportunities %oxj Yomen

In connection with the aius of affording women equal
educational righte with men end securing a general education for:
ell wouwen in all countrises, the Coumlission notes considerable
shortcomings in the achievement: of these obJjectives, ap. shown by
the lower educational level of wemen goupared with wen .in many
countries where serious attention is not being paid to the education
of women.

The Commission also notes that in wmany countries sex ‘
discrimination is exercised egainst women in the matter of securing
professional or technical education, The Coumission notes that the
main reasons vwhich militate agalnst women receiving an education are
the economic and social conditions existing in those couﬁtxjies, and
also the fact that the educational rights of women are not
constitutionally gueranteed. '

The Commission considers it its duty to draw the attention
of the Econowic and Soclal Councll to the above situation prevailing
in the sphere of women's education in meny countries and recommends
that the Economic and Sociel Council request. the Sté.tes Meubers of
the United Nations to grant women, through the legislative chamnel,
equal educational rights with men, and to ensure that they are
afforded genuine educational opportunities, ’

The Commission, furthermore, recommends that these rights
should be guaranteed them, irrespective of nationality or race,
by general compulsory education, free elementary éducation, a -
gyatem of state bursaries for outstanding students in highei' schools,
school instruction in the indigenous language of the country and the
organization In enterprises and rural areas of frée industrial,

technical and agricultural instruction for women, . «
. | /20, Having noted
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20, Having nbteﬁ the 1nformatﬂon available “in) the replies recolved
f?om Member Governmenbs and from'Non-GOVernmental Organizations to
Part I, Section D (Educational Opportunttxes} of the Questionnaire
on the Legal Status and Treaﬁment of meen,‘the Cbmmdseion considared
that this information vas' not at: present suificient to proviue & baeis
for reccum@ndations. It therefore resolved to recommend to the ‘
Economic and Social Councll:
(a) That Governments that have not yet replied to this
Section of the Questiornaire be asked %o do so by 1 June 1948;
(b) That ths Secretary-General be instructed to prepare on the
basls of these replies, supplemented where necessary by other
availatie material, for clrculation not later than six weeks before
the third session of the General Assembly, & detailed comparative
report arranged by subjects showing the existing disabilities of
women in the fileld covered by this section of the Questionnaire;
(c) That the replies be mede available to UNESCO, with the
consent of the Governments concerned, to facilitate its work in
areas vhere wouen and glrls suffer disebillties in the field of
education, ,
21, The Coumiesion adopted the following resolution relating to the

Teachers® Charter proposed by UNESCO:
Regolution on the Proposed Teachers?! Charter

THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN,

SUPPCRTS the suggestion made by UNESCO that the propoéed
Teachers® Charter include the phrase that "no bar founded on
distinctions of race, colour, sex or creed should operate in
any way in any branch of the teaching profession”;

URGES that in view of wide-spread practices, additional
suggestions be made that this Charter support the principle of
equal pay and also freedom from discrimination on the ground
of marital status; and |

SUGGESTS further that in view of thelr Joint interest in
this field,-UNESCO be requested to include in its annual Report
information on iis progress and plans for 1mproving educational
opportunities for women,

22, The Commission recommsnded that the‘Econbmic and Social Council
request\UNESCO to work out suggestive programmes for the education
‘of adult wouen in- 'the various countries where such programmes vould
help to solve the problem .of illiteracy. A

' /23. The Commission
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23, The Commission. recommended that the Economic an& Sacial Couneil . .
request UNESCO .to -suggest thet. vaernments 1,nclude Jin, their educati,onal‘;:
programmes of Greymar, and .High Schqols a course dealing wlth the
politlcal, social and clvig-rights.of, women,,and, the hietoricb.l

evoluticn and prac bical results of fhis important matter, in order

to teach the. younger generations the. prlnciples of equality of both
gexes,

JCHAPTER 'IV
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CEAPTR TV
FCQUOMIC RIGHTS OF WOMEN

In' accordunce with the instruction cf the Fourth ess¢on of the

Economic &nd’ Social Council that the Commlssion take as 1ts ;mmedlate
programme of work the examination of exisbing 1egal and cuetomary

LR

disabilities. of Wrmen as regards, Anter sl ia, economic rights (subJect
to consultation witb the International Labour Organization) with a
view to framing .proposals for-actiod, -therCommission considered this

subject and adopted the foiJowiﬁg rea olutions:

vaclutlon on Ecnr mic Rjghts

TEE COMMISSION ON ”HE STATUS CF WOMEN

RACOuN~a$1u that eny limitations in tha matter of equal rights
o Of men and wcmen are a br&ach 04 fundamenfal human rights and are
nypatible with the oblia*tians agsumed by Members of the

United Tations undnr the Charter,
NOWING the existence in a’ number of countries of diecrimination

aq reoards the economic and eocial status of women, as a resulﬁ of
which the dignity and worth of woman and the active part she . plays
in society are not gaven tbe legal recognition and opportunitles
they deserve, thereby retarding the: development of social prag*ess
and the - improvement of the standards of living of the population
of theae bountries,

RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council reguegn e
States Members of the United Nations to ensure S

(a) that, irrespective of their nationality, rece, language

or religion, women are granted egual rights with men to

employment and remuneration therefor, lelsure, social

insurance and professional training;

(v) that in each country the rights of mothers and children

be guaranteed by law,

Resolution on Equal Pay

THE COMMISSICN ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

AFFIRMS its support of the principle of equal pay for women,

:f and reéommends that the Economic and Social Council:

(a) call upon Member Governments to encourage the establishment
of thils principle through all possible meang, especiglly in their
own publicly supported and civil services;

/(b) invite the TLO
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23,

(b) invite the IO and non-governmental organizations in

category A to compile memoranda setting forth what action

thsy are 'baking to. provide equal pay for men end women and'

so implement the principle of the United Nations. Charter

that ‘thers shall be no discrimination based on 'sex, these

memoranda to be submitted to the Commission at its

next eession,

The  Commission suggests that speciel consideration be given
equal rey for women or the ageuda of ite next session,

Pe~soJu"ion on Prcparty Riphts of Married Women

T2E CCMMISSION ON TEE ST.ATUS OF . WOMEN

AFFIRMS ite bellef that all women should be assured full
econoric rights regardlass of mariial status; ‘

: CATLS attention to vari-ations‘- in laws in this field,; some of
which operate to restrict marrisd women in'regard to their rights
to act as grardians, to control property and earnings, and to. '
underteke independent businsse ventures and in othariways;"‘ L

RECOMMENDS that the Eeonomic and Social Council request the
Secretary-General to complete, as promptly as posaible, sections

- of the questionnaire pertinent to .the economic righte of married

women, now in preparation, for submission to.governments,
The Commission coneidered a draft Resolution concerning possible

relationship with the International Labour 'Organizaiion on matters
concerning the economic rights of women (document E/CN.6/63).
decided to incorporate the substance. of thie Resolution as Annex "A"
of this Report,

JCHAFTER V
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SECTION OF THE IRAFT OF THE INTERNATIONAL BILL OF BUMAN
RIGHTS CONCERNB\IG THE PARTICULAR RIGHTS OF WOMEN

26, In accordance with Resolution L8 (IV) of the Economic and- Social
Council, the nreliminary draft of the International Bill of Human Rights,
prepared. by the Commission on Human Rights at its Second Session, was
¢irculated to the Members of the Commieaion on the Status of Women, .
The Commiselon reviewed this Report, The former Chairman and. Bapporteur
of the Commission, yhb i*epreeented the Commission at the Secend Session
of the Comzvz_lissi‘oﬁ.‘én Human Righte, reported c}n the diséussions that -
took place coxﬂce“nirxg the particﬁlar rights of women end on their -
~pa:r‘tlcipation in those deliberations. The representative of France-
repor’ced on he" par"icipation in the First Session.of the Sub-Commission
on the P?*eveqtion of Discrimina’oion and the Protection of Minorihies.

. Fol 1o'wing upon .its review of the Report of the Commission on
Human Righ‘bs , the Cormnission on the mtatus of . Women adopted the following

resolu ions. o
Amend:rent to tbe Text of Article 1 of the Draft International -

" Declaration on Human Rights: . : :
All peop.u.e are born free and equal in dignity end rights,

'I'h'ey. are endoved by natuxje with reason and consclence, and should
act towards one another in the spirit of brotherhood,
Amendment to Article 13 of the Draft International Declaration

on Humen Rights:
Men and women shall have equal rights to coutract or dissolve

marriage in accordance with the law,

/CHAPTER VI
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CMPIER VI.
MARRIAGE
27, The Commission on the Status of Wemen decided to draw the atteqtion'
of the Economic ana Sooial Council:' to the following extrac’c of the.~
statement of'. aims adopted at its first session;
Ful’ equality in all civil ‘rights, irrespective of nationality,
race, 4.;anguags or religion, ir.vluding
(a) Marriage = Freedom of cholce, dignity of the wife,
monogamy, equal right to digsolution of marri lage. .-
To thi, B statement of -aims the Commisslon decided to.add the .
fol.'.owing obse”vatiovwf'
1. xdmvgamy. The Commiss_uon emphasizes. 1ts bellef 1n,;bhei'pfincip'16
of momcgamy azd. urges. the Uni ted Nations to work -for the acceptance
'of:th g prinuipie. ‘ T BERREET P
2.' ~ Freedom of Choice. '.I'his rig;t 'cannot be fully. guai‘énteed unless
1% 18 ravcgni.,ed that indlv:.duals have the right to leave their .-
counu"y on marriage and to reside with the other partner in any “cowrtry
from which uhﬁV cannot law*‘ully be excludsed, The Commission therefore
notés with setiafaction the terms of Article 10 (2) of the Draf‘t
Docldration on Human Rights {B/600). as recognizing e right
essertial fo*‘ safaguarding freedom of choice in marriegs, -

. JCBAPTER VIT
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CHAPTER ‘VII-
‘COMMUNICATIONS

28, " 'The Sub-Comittee on COmmunications exa.mined in closed meeting

the oonf‘idential 118t of comnunica‘bionq prepa.red accordi*zg to Rasolution -
76 (V) ‘of the T‘ifth Session of the Economic and Social Oouncil The
Conmission adopted. the Report of the Rapporteur of that Co‘mmttae ‘
(document E/CN,6/66) a'ld. noted the dieadvantages of the procedure laid
down by the aforosaid resolution, However, the Gomnission felt that

it wes premtt.re to suggest any action until machinery ‘hag been set

up for the imnlemenvation of humen rig‘ute

JCHAPTER VIII
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CTAPTER VETE .

TRUSTEESHIP" COUNCTL: QUESTIONNATRE
29, In accordance with the reguest of the Economic and Social Counci;,
the COmmissiOﬂ examinsd the Provlaicnal Queauionnaire prepared by the ‘
Trus eeship Council.(document T Lh) As a "Psu*t of. tPls examinéfion i
it decided to, recommend that the Economic and Social Counvil suggest
to the Trusteeship Council the ful cwing changes in tha preseﬁt wovdiné
,Quest;on ol Amend the queetion to read ag follows (amendment
Underlined)
"Explain briefly tae euffrabe laws and regulations and in
- devall their applicauion to men and wemen and to racia’ff
groups, Do women vote on the sems terms as men? Are
women and en equally elipible to public officet"
Quest:on 25s Insert a new question after Question 25, as follows:
"What measures have bssn taken to increase the varticipation
of women in organs of the government? Submit exact figures

or statistical tadles,"

Question 133: Amend the question to read (amendment underlined):
"Wnat ie the legal capacity of women (married and unmarried)
in civil law, including access to courts of Justice, rights
to own or inherit prorerty, to control earnings, to act as
guardiens, and to engage in businsss? Is the wife responsible

for the husband®s debts, and vice-versa?"
Question 135: Insert after this question the following additional
' questions:
"135 (a) Are educational opportunities available equally
for boys and girls? Is school attendancs compulsory?
Do local laws or customs restrict education for wemen?”
"135 (b) What women®s organizatione or associations
exist, if any? What are their aims, purposes, membership,
nature of their services, and what has been done to encourage
their development?”
Question 151: Sub-divide paragraph (1) of this question into two
separate questions: »
"(i) BEmployment of women
(11) ZEmployment of young persons and children"
Question 166: Amend this question to read (amended portion

underlined): :
/"What measures
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“What meesures hate been takeri hc pre%nt dlscrimination in
employment and in vage and saldry payments sccording to
race, seX, nationallty, religioh or tribal association?"
Question 182: Amend ‘this question by adding the following items:
"Submit information concerning the state of birth and mértality:
rates of the local population, in particular child mortelity.
. "Point out what measures have been taken:for the prevention:
of  mortality, especially child mortelity. '
"Submit infoxmation abecui expenditures given for the
.develcpaent of healih.”
Question 220: Amend this guesticn to read (amsnded’ portion
underlined)s. _ : _
"Whet are the educational systems and current educetional- programmee
bota public and private? D¢ thege include bobh, sexes?"

/CHEPTER ‘IX
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. CHAPTHR IX.

CONSIDERATION OF THE' RECOMMENDATIONS m PARAGRAPHS 39
" AND 40 OF THE REPORT OF THE FIRST SESSTON OF THE
COMMISSION
30, The Fconomic and Social Council, at its fourth seesion, instructed
the Commission to give further consideration to the reccmmendations in
paragraphe 39 and Lo of Chapter XII of the Report on 1ts first session
relating to visits of members of the 0ommiesion to Mémber States &nd to
the summoning of regional Confe 1038,
"31}' The Commission decided to 6% aside for the moment the idea of
vielts of its members to Membnr‘statas
32, On the sumoning of regional conferences, it was Informed by the
Chairman that she had recelved a formal invitation from the Government
of Lebanon that the Commission hold its next session in that country,
33. The Commission decided to express its thanks to the Government
of Lebanon and to submit to the Economic and Social Council the
recommendation that it be permitted to accept the invitation,
34, It passed the following resolution on this subjects -
Resolution on Regional Conferences
"THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
BELIEVES that the most practicel and economical meens of
stimulating improvement in the status of women is to hold
occasional gessions of the Commission in different areas of the

world;
NOTES the comments of the Secretariat on the labour and
expense that this will involve;
. RECOMMENDS
1, that its 1949 session be located in the Near East,
provided sultable errangements can be made with &
Government in that region;
2, that it be of not more than 3 weeks duration;
RECOMMENDS further that official agencies, non-governmental
organizations and others in the region be encouraged to develop
at the same time a conference on the status of women, -the
pfomotion,.direction, and expense of which will be the
f%gpéhéigiiity of the local agencies and not of the United
Nations, in which members of the Commission can participate; -
 AUTHORIZES its Chairman, past Chairman, and Rapporteur to

proceed with the Secretariat on plans for this meeting;
- IRGES
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URGES on the Economic and Soc14l ‘Council the advantage the
International Laboux Org,anizat on. has found in its regional
meetings as a means of developing wider understandmg of ita
problems and programmes, and the incx eased, support that can be
expected from women's organizations and othérs in tne area for the
work of the United Nations as & whole thréugh ths location of & i
neeting having practical w:.luss for them where "hey can observe

and attend,"

JCBAPTER X
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INFLORNCTHG BUBLES OB iTom
35. The Comnission heard a-report on this.queeSlon presented byithe
Asgistant Secretary-Genexal: for Publipc Information;. . It adopted ther
following resolutions on- the matters -
-Pegolution on the Usa of Meeis of Information.
THE COMMISSION ON SHE STATUS OF WOMEY
EAVING CONSIDERED the need to influence world public

opinion in favour of equality betwesn men and women,
RECCMVENTS that the Economic and Soclal Council request

the Sacretary-General
(a) to call upon the world press, radio, film and other
information agencies to help in removing such prejudices as
have been proved to exist in this respect; a«nd.
(b) to call upon the Department of Public Infermation of the
United Nations to assist all such information agencies in
these efforts to the fullest possible extent, and to prepare
suivable information material of all kinds for this purpose, -
Resolution on Publications
THE COMMISSION ON TE STATUS OF WOMEN
APPRECTATES the’ chart and analyticel summary prepered by the
Secretariat on the franchise rights of women and their eligibility

to public office,
RECOMMENDS to the Economic and Social Council that a popular

pamphlet be prepared for gemeral use, if poseible to include charts
and maps to display effectively the mations where women vote in
contrast with those where women ere denied the franchise in whole
“or in part, end urges that this be published within the year,
Resolution on Assistance to Wamen Voters |

THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

RECOMMENDS to the Economic and Social Council that the
Cormission be permitted to assist women's groups which have
been organized' in those countries where the right to vote
has recently been obtained or is in the process of being cbtained
by helping them in every way possible to acquire the necessary -
information, with a view to the maximum use of the rights
recently obtained, including visits to those cCountries if ani

when requested and practicable,

/36, In view
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36, In view of the fact that 1little pu'biicity had been given to the
principles, aims and activities’ of the Commission, the Rapporteur drew
the attention ‘of ithe Cormission: ‘.-‘L'»o,:,the' ‘desirabzlity. of :the appointment of
an infermation liaison officer: from.the Department, of Public Information
for the tesk of information end publicity in all espects of the status of

wonmen.

/CHAPTER :XT
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CHAPTER"XT

EXCEANGE OF INFORMATION BE‘IWEEN THE COMI\IISSION AND REGIONAL
IN’IER-GOVEPNIVIENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

37, The Economic and Social Council, at its Fouwrth Session, instructsd:
the Secretary-General to make arrargements for the presence of observers
from regional inter-governmental organizations in the field of women's
rights at the sessions of the Commission to act in an advisory and informative
capacity, and to arrange for the exchange of information between the
Commission and these organizations on subjects relating to the status of
women,
38. In accordance with these instructions, the Commission heard the report
presented by the Chairman of the Intsr-American Commission of Women, on
the work of her orgenization, She submitted to the Ccrmission the
unpublished report of this organization, prepared for the Ninth International
Conference of American States at Bogota, Colombia, This report deals with
political rights, nationality of merried women, legal capacity of married
v}omen and opportunities given to women in professions, occupations and trades.
39. The Chairmen of the Inter-American Commission of Women extended to the
Commission on. the Status of Women e formal invitation to send an obgerver,
in an advisory and consultative caracity, to the sessions of the

- Inter-American Commission of Women whenever they teke place,

/CBAPTER XTI
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/CHAPER X1IT-
RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHIR’ ORGANS OF THE- UNITED NATIONS

-, Tie Crumission adapted the following resolubtions on this /matter‘,:.

Res’olution on Co-operation with the Social Commission

IHE COM&“.SSION ON TEE STATUS OF WOMEN.

NOTI’\IG that a- number of. the aspects of. the work of the Social,

‘)Commission (for example, Traft ic in Women and Children, Prevention of
,“_Crime and Trqatment of Offenders, Famlly Welfare, etc, ) are of direct

ipteres ’co the work of 'hhe Conmission on the Statug of Women both in

the. field of women"’s rights and in promoting the participation of

women in pub] lc activities,
COWSIDERING that closge. 6o~operation and. consultation between the
two Commiesicns on such matters. would, be of mutual benefit but that,
as both commiss:ione meet only .once annually, 'this could not -be.
satisfactorily achieved merely by an exchange of documents and of
representa‘bives at meeting
‘ . RECOMMENDS that ‘the Economic and Social Council instruct the
; Secretary General
(a) . to. keep the Commigsion on the Status of Women 1nformed
of the progress in those subjects, unler consideration by the
Social Commission, which would be of interest to it; and - -
(v) '\ to invite the S_ocia; Comrniseion to.refer, wienaver necessary,
%o the Comiséion ‘on,,thef Status of Wouen for its consideration,
A thos_‘eb aspaéfss of ite work which might profitebly be exemined from .
zif;he,;, ypip,t' of view of women's rights and interests;
Resolwvtion‘ >orI1 Co-~operation with the Comaission ..
on Human Rights
'I‘B:E COI\MESSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council a.rrénge for
the representation of the Cormission on the Status of Women at the
meetings of the Commission on Human Rights with the right to
participate without vote in the deliberations involving the status

of women, ‘
In view of the fact that it 1s impossible %o know at what point

in the discussions an aspect relating to the discrimination egeinst
women or the rights of women may occur, the Commission on the Status
of Women i'equeste that no limitations be imposed such as were made in -
the.resolutions of the Econcmlc and Sociael Council of 29 March 1947
1n résﬁéct ‘of the attendance of the representatives at the Commission

on Human Rights, _ /Resolution



. E/CN,6/T4
Page 24 -

Resolution on Co-creration #ith International

Labour Orgenization

THE ‘COMYISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

RECOMMENDS -that the Economic ‘and Social Council ‘iristruct.the
Secretary-General td :forwvard its resolutions to the ;Integmtional
Labour Orgenization and ¥o arrange .forl.i"‘eciprodal‘-'répreéén’ca’cion

“between the Intsxrnational Labour Organization and the Comrzission
on the Status of Women so that the Commission may bs represshted at
meetings of the’International Iabour Organization with the right
to participate witliout vote in the ‘dsliberations on subjects -
Anvolving the status of woiusn &s provided in Articlé 70 of the -
Charter and the Agreement between the United Nations end the
International Labour Orgenizetion dnd that, insofar as practicable,
the Cdmmission be ziven an oyportunity -to comment. on-ILO proposals
affecting women before their adoption,

Regolution or ‘Co-opsration with UNISCO.

THE COMMISSION ON TRE STATUS OF WOMEN -

RECOMMENDS that the Economic and Séclal Council instruct the
Secretary-Gensral to forward its resolutions to UNESCO and to arrange
for reciprocal representation between UNESCO and the Commission

‘on -the Status. of Women so that ‘the Comuisiion may be represented at
meetings of UNESCO With the right to participate without vote in its
deliberations on subjects involving the -status of women ‘as provided
in Article 70 of the Charter and -the Agrestient between UNESCO and
the United Nations and that,’ insofar as: practicable, the Commission be
given an opportﬁnity to comment. on UNESCO proPOHalsaaffecﬁing women

before their adoption; .

JCAAPTER XIIT
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"CHAPTER. XIIT -

FROGRAMME OF FUTURE WORK

41, The Commispion adopted -the following ‘resolution proposed by the
Committee created to examine the Preliminary Report Prepared by the
Secretariat on Replies to Part I, Public Law, of the Questionnaire on
the Legal Status and Treatment of Womens

Regaolution on Q\ie's’oioﬁmi’ree :

THE COMMISSION'ON TEE STATUS OF WOMEN
" CONSIDERS that; in order to obtailn the needed background date on

~which to bawe fts work of determining general policies, making specific
recormendations for action and planning publications and other -

" publicity and edavétional'matériais, the Becretary-Ceneral muist supply
-1t with pertinent facts as to the various discriminations exieting
against women, vhich facts dan be ‘obtained froms

1.  Govermments

2, -Non-Governmental Organizatione, Inter-governmental
Organiza*ions and Speclelized Agencies

3. Individuala able and interested o supply then .

4. * General research

It therefore recommends that the Economic and Social Counncil

instrict the Secretary-General thats’

work

.. . before;the following dates?

A. Frwphasis in the questicne to Governmente  should be on the’
existence and'extenﬂ‘of‘&iECriminatione; rather than on equality,
and to this end questions must be fewer, shortor and more
searching then is the case with the queetiors contained 'in the

present ques*ionnaire.
B. ' The material collected from Governments should be regarded

535 only one eource of inrormation which must be supplemented and,

where neceesany, checked by other sources to insure & complete,

jaccurate and rourided picture.‘

C.. The presentation should be by eubJect matter.
Resolution on Programme of Future Wbrk
T}IE COMdISSION 0\' THE STATUS OF WOMEN -
RECOMYENDS therefore the followlng as the prograumme ‘for future
in connection with queationnairea for the coming year..

‘A Part T of the Questionnaire should be completed Governments

which ‘have not yet rep‘ied to it should be asked tq do so an’or

/Sections A
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Sections 4 and B; Political Rights,... 1 June 1948
Section D, Educational .Opporfunities,, 1 June 1948
Section O, Netionality,.s.e.ssseresss 1 July 1948
Remalning S6Ctions | v iiives iy e vve s sy 1 Decenbor ‘1048
It 48 urderstood “that ‘the Secretariat will have
considerable work -to' 4o Tollowing receipt of this material
as 1t will have to be Supplemented frcm other sources,
enalyzed, etc,; &g Indicated above, s "
B, It is recommended tha* the Econémié and Social’ Council

ingtruct the :Secretary-General "6 proceed et once to draft

ghort, siriple questions-dealing with the rights of married
wemeny particularly @s to demicile, merriage, divorce and
contyrol of vroperty, and distribute the text of these proposed
questions to the Commipsion fdr its review by 1l Septémber,

o that the Commission mey &iscuss: this text at -its next.
sesgion and decide on the time and mannerof -its distribution
t6 Governments ‘as well’'as.on 'any revision iIn 1t,

C. In line with the Resolution presented by Denmark on the
politicdl rights of women invthe First General Assetbly,
Memorandum E/CN,6/30, velating fo the franchieé rights of
women and their eligibility to public office.prepared by the
Seéretariat for the Commission, should be brought up‘to-date,
including reference to action by governments-since the signing
of ‘the Charter, and presented to .the Third General Assembly
and 'simildr paterial should be presented anmually to succeeding

:Asgemblies ‘until 21l women throughout the world -have the same

political rights as men,

D, ... A: popwlay-pamphlet on Political Rights ac)cordﬁed or denied
‘women-should be.prepared-for: general;use,: 1f possible to include
.charts and maps. to displaey,effectively the natlens where women

have full political righte. ln . contrast wit]g ‘those where they
are denied them in whole or-in part.. ;Ii‘...pge:'s,iple,y this should
be published: withm the yeary -

E. The information .obtained on ‘EBdpcation (Section:D of the
Questionnaire) -should be mede available-to UNESCO with the

‘consernt-of the Governments concerned,. .

-~ The representative from the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicas made
- pesspvations: as to the dnclusion of wtems 3 and k as sources of information.

J52.7 o’ facilitate
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M2, To facilitate the performance by t18: Becretary~General of the various
tasks which:the Commimaion. expects. him to accomplish, the Commission adopted
the following resolutions: \

Resolution on ‘the Secretariat.
m CGIv"\H.SSIOT‘I ON THE "STATUS -OF WOMEW
HAVI{ regard 't the &ifficuliies.which ave been encountered by
the Secretariat of the United Nations 'in’ pbteining adequate mformtion
that wou.ld mal«:e 1t possible to establishithe: exiatence . of; é.isc:;imi;nations

on account ‘of ﬁax, alid’
' TAI&ING FOTE that® the Commission’ on the. Status. of- VWemen, in order

ful_ly to accamplish its task of promoting equal rights for women in the
political, economic, -¢1v11y" sbcial and educational spheres, must. raly
upon accurate studiss which will erablé 1t to indicete Injustices to
which women arre etill subJected,

RECOMMENDS ‘that the Economic and Socisl Council: endegvour to
find ‘the means of’ strengthening the Sscretariat 0ffice of ‘this
Commission, ‘&ssighing to it sufficient .technical staff.in order to
fuifil the great task with which it has been entrusbed..

; Du.ring ‘thé discussicn of the programme for -future work, the: Ch,aimn, a8
representative of France, asked her ¢olleagues to keepn in ‘mind for

. future conéideratian ‘& préposal for-ti> organisation “In-Member. States,
where conscr iption 'For ‘military sérvice is practiced. for men;.of a.
correspondino ¢ivic social Service for womed in order to implement the
‘Principle that equality of rishts &hould .be accompanied by. equality of
responsibilities. '

b3 During the discussions on the nesd to etrengthen the Secretariat
Office of the Commiasion, hopel were expressed that. the Section on the
Status of Women ©of the Becrethriat could be constituted as & Division of
the -Bépéi'tinb‘ht '3 Social iAffeirvs and 8- woman appointed as its Director,
The 'Commission decided that the ‘view on this-mathor expressed by one of
"1ts members be noted in the report,

JANNEX A -
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ANMEX A
RETATTONSHTP wzm THE TNTERNA mommom CRGANTZATION

: THE COMMISSION on- C[HE STAT[B OF WOMEN

X W}EICOIVDZS the Chief of Section on Womenas Work .of the IO ag:its

reprssentative at- this,session, and the opportunity thereby.provided for

ﬁjoirxb- revi’éw of -ths  common purp;oée- and. problems-of both bodles-and of plans

‘threugh which ‘they may. co-cperate effectively, and urges.the .continued

effort of the ILO to affoxd women workers the full benef'.xi: of; the ;promise

con‘ta.ined. in:the Declgration :of Philadelphin, especlally as regards equal
s«ﬁayand; the rights af*mortherhood.,"

It -1+ - RECOGNIZES the importance of. regulations-.to: promote:the
“Health-and ‘welfareé 'of all workers in industry._, whether men,
women, or children; |
"2, CONSIDERS the most effective means of eckieving this
‘obJective to be adéquate. pay to provide a reasonable mtandard
wof *1iving, :¥easondable hours of work; -safeguairds ‘agatnet. - x
occupational ‘accidents: end diseases and social’insirance against
iother occupational hazards without discrimination as'to race, i:v
religion,” language, ‘or sex;.

3. - «BELIEVES -that ~safeguardi ‘for . womeu workers: in particular.
call in the first instance -for the provision of .equal pay-and
‘equal opportunity. for. training,. -work and -promotion, meterhity.
‘Teave with benefits pedd from public funds with -guarertest
re-employment and adequate facilities for the caré of the.: -
children of working mothers-but that where standards.are-low

‘a8 -regards hours, weges,:end genersl tonditions.of laboup or *
umen- are not well: arganized: in trade’ Uinions -or where-the'
naturd. of the oceupation-mensces their health and’ welfare;
special: provisions: -may be requifred to protect ths health and’
‘welfare of women;

| k.  CONSIDERS further that regulations safeguarding maternity
and the rights of motherhood fall within a special category

A°f safeguards that concern the health and ‘well-being of all,
men and women alike; ,

5. SUGGESTS that in all regulations which make d:stinctions

| on the basis of 8eX, care should be taken that such regulations
ére mot a disguise’ for unwarranted. distinction aimed in reality
a‘o excluding women from choice of- employment, opportunity for

promotion and ‘well-paid suitable. employment
i e S
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IIT, ABPROVES the practice adopted by the ILD of fostering the development
of trade unions to assist workers: in: ixgpro*tfitg‘ workihg conditions end of
promoting approﬁriate measures to assist: 'government in eliminating
unhealthy and unsatiefaotory conditione of emp "vmen'b and wrges the
periodic and progreesive review and revieion of no Conventio'ze es en
appropriate procedure for chan.ging regulationa in accordance with

cha.nging conditions of labour,
IV, CO‘\ISIDERS the mplementation of the ILO Recammendation. on mployment

Organizetion (Transition from Wer to Peece) edogted in Philadelphia, 194k,
‘a8 ‘of vitei importance to the status of' vomen, workera, in particular the
Paragraphe conoeming equality of opportunity for men ami women.-in the
employment me.rket the establishment of wage ratee based n _Job. content
without regard to sex, together with investigations to determine precise
and obJectiVe eta.ndarde for euch Judgments, and the raieing of the
"relative status of' those induatries and occupation.s in whioh large numbers
of worén have traditionall;/ been employed. and. requests the Economio( and
Socilal Council to invite the IIO to report et the next session of the
. Commiseion on the progress that hes been. made by. its Member nations
ST cerrying out ‘these recomnendotione.
-V, FXPRESSES' 1ts satisfaction that the ILO Convention on Sccial Palicy
in Non-Metropolitan Territories provides for the ebolition of all
dlscriminations among workers on the gvou.nds of eex,(bu,t notes the
incluaion of a provision that the policy of eq_ual pay shall not operate
unless thie pri'iciple is 1ikewise accorded in the metropolitan territory,
‘and in view of the need ta avoid perpetuation in non-metropolitan
,‘("’_territories of the general evile consequent upon, the exisvence ofr &2
:""pool of cheap fe:nale labour, requeets ‘the Economlc and. Sociel Council
to ini‘orm ‘the ILO that ‘the Comnisgion regrets. the inclusion of .thig.
provieion and expreesee the hope that steps will be taken as; .sooh &s:
possible to eliminate from this clause of the Convention the: provieo

i‘ollowing the words work of equal value

‘/ANZNEX B
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Resolution on Commercislized Proetitution:endf
Venereal Diseass

The Commission considered a draft resolution on Venereal disease.
The subject matter being within the ‘terms of referance of the Social
Comnission and the World Eealth Orgenigat*on, 1t was deciced to 1nclude
it as Annex B of ths preeen+ report for trarsmieeion to these bod*es o
Commercialized prostitution and stage regulation of prcstitution
is'a violatlon of human rignts and’ ie cootrary to the princip;es of
the United Nations; and’ brings ﬁhe greaﬁeet dishonour, degradation
‘and humilidtion upon wOmen, .
WEERFAS A ‘
" Tt 15 khown that in wany countries powerful and WBalthy interests
are involved in commercialized vice and in the traffic in women, and
; oppose all efforts to evadicate thie social evil, T

"WEZREAS
The existence of brothels provides a market fof women and therefore

encourages traffic in women, which 18 contra"y to international

’

conventions,

WAEREAS - : :
‘ Regietered brothels and registered p%ostitutes create 8 false .

gense of security from infection from venereal disease, and
- pe?, . PR L
Tae best informed opioion today is that the ‘evils of prostitution
and venereal disease. should be dealt with by social workers and doctors
\ and that the most effective preventive of venereal disease is free

and eecret treaﬁment of venereal disease accompanied by suiﬁable
: : .. = S IR

e,

educatioc,
THEREFORE
THE COMVISSION ON T5E STATUS OF WOMEN requests the Eoonomic

and Sccial Council to forward this resolution to the Social Commission

and World Eealth Organization for thelr informetion.,





