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REPORT OF TEE FOURTH MEETING 0F THE OOMIViiTT.EE ON COORDINATION AT THE 

SECRETARIAT LEVEL BETWEEN 'IHE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR UTIN A11ERICA 

AND THE INTER-ilMERICAN ECONOMIC AND SOC IJ..L COUNCIL 

The C0mmittee considered the current w"rk prngrammes of the Economic 

Commission f'or Latin America and the Inter-American Economic and Social Council 

during discussions held at the Hotel ~uitandinha on the 11, 12 and 13 April, 

1953. 

The twl"l Secretariats reviewed various projects that have been completed 

€r were in prngress with a view to evaluating the results particularly of those 

on which they had cnllabryrated. In this connexinn they took particularly note 

of the work done on trade statistics and statistical research, the agricultural 

credit seminar, unificatir-n rf tariff Mmenclature in Central l:.rnerica, the 

seminar on national income analysis, the report "n "Sugar Taxation in Caribbean 

and Central .Americe.n Countries", and economic develG)pment. While their joint 

endeavours in these fields brnug'ht g')"d results and while there were no studies 

nr activities in which either of the Secretariats duplicated the w0rk of the 

other, it was rec~gnized that it had n(\t been possible to initiate COI"lperative 

work on certain projects which had been planned at their last meeting. These 

included particularly the financing nf economic devel,pment, problems of 

transportation, and certain aspects of monetary and fiscal problems. 

With respect tn current and future wC~rk programme it was felt that 

discuss ions at this stege would have tf' be of a preliminary nP,ture since the 

ECIJ;.. w")rk progrQ!!JJlle for 1954 would be c0nsiderod and appr("lved by the Fifth 

Sessirm. It was agreed that another meoting should be held soon after the 

/Fifth Sessicn 
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Fifth Session in order to cocrdi~Bte the programmes in light l"'f the decisions 

taken by ECLA as well as by the IA-ECOSOC. 

a) National Income Seminar and Inter·l~orican Research ~entre 

The Organization of l~erican States under its Programme of Technical 

Assistance and in collab0ration with the G~vernment nf Chile has established 

a Statistical Research Centre in Santiago. The work 0f the Centre was 

initiated in January 1953 with the holding cf a seminar on n[1tiom'~l incl"\me 

analysis. .h. member of tha ECLi~ Secretariat presented a technical paper for 

this seminar and participated in the discussions. The ECLh Secretariat is 

lending assistance to the Centre in the f<'lrm of statistical data ~md other 

materials used by the participants. ECL.b.. is represented on the advisory 

board r-f the Centre; it is planned thet ECLA. steff members will give lectures 

at the Centre 0n the relBtinn of nation~l income analysis to economic 

development. 

b) Stqnd'1rdizatil"'n ::>f T<:1riff N0menclature 

At tho Tegucigalpa maeting nf the Central 1-ll!lerican Ministers ..,f Economy 

the ECI.Ji. SGcretariBt was requested t11 assist a speciel Sub-Committee in drawing 

up a common tariff nomencleture for the Central iimeric~Cm countries. 'Ihe Inter-

i®erican Statistical Instituts, the technics! staff of which is part of the 

Socrot'3.riAt of IA-EOOSOC, agreed t'J provide an expert to work with an expert 

from ECLJ, and onG from thG Unitad N'ltions Stetistic8l Office on this project, 

The work of the Sub-Cnmmitt.;;e which was initif'.tod in early Novmnber 1952 we.s 

Cl")mplotod in M'lrch 1953. Th0 report of the Sub-Committoo prnp('ses R uniform 

Contrr:d i.morican cust::>ms nomenclature whioh foll'Jws the sBme grouping of itoms 

es is contained in tho UN Stnnd11rd Internr::ticn'll Trode Cle.ssificntion (SITC). 

/Tho CoinmitteG 
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The Commit,tee on Cocrdinotion agroefl that in 'vimv of +he excellent 

results of the work in Central i.:meriCI'l they should be prepAred to C('ll8bcrate 

further in any assistr->nce that m8y be requested by the CentrP-1 jmerican 

governments .in putting the proprsed customs nomenclature into offect ~;~rid also 

in helping C'lther Latin i®oricl1n countries V.Jhich might request such assistence. 

c) Improvement c:-t: Trade StQtistics 

The Ccm!nittee t(lok note 0f tho mGeting !"In trode stetistics hold in the 

first woek of March 1953 at the UN Readqllartars in New York, which wns attended 

~y stA.ff members from ECLi~, tho UN Statistical Office and the Inter-"wcricc.n 

StRtistical Ins~ituto. The pur~oss of this mGeting was t0 consider w~ys in 

which the collection, use r-md pnblicEJtion of Latin Lm.::Jrican trade statistics 

could bo improved and cocrdiM.ted by the int;:>rested agencies. 

It was felt that in ('lrdor to 8chieV8 gr,;otor statistical uniformity 

and. to avoid unnecessAry dnplicatiC'n of eff~"rts, the UN StGtisticnl Office, 

Ii.SI and ECL~o should devise impr,..,vod means of exchanging ste,tisticnl 

inf0rmation. This, it was decided, could b3st bo dono if: 

1) The UN St~.tisticel Office would include in its F('lrtnightly Roports .. 
SC'me dotr:>iled infor.mr:tion reg'1rding projects CC'ffipletod and in 

·PI'I")gress. ~in. extro.ct frnm this rep(".rt conld then be sent to IJSI. 

2) ECL.i. "tnd Ii.SI could each month list work in progress or completed 

end forward this information together with 1ther relevnnt detqils 

to each ~thor and the Statistical Office. 

3) Further meetings could be hold from timo to time to discuss ond 

plnn C')1rdinr:ted progrrunmos of work in tho fiGld of trrtde statistics, 

d) Rousing and construction 

Since L..-ECOSOC h~'s hPd 0 br:)f'ld progrf'lm.rne in this field EOL.h. hn.s not 

/tr-Iwn ~ny 
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taken any action with r.:;spr:,ct to housing ana building. However, tho Housing 

and Town and Country Pl::cnning Section of the Division of Socir>l Activities 

in the UN Depnrtmont of Socinl i.ffqirs, in its cooporat10n with the Hnusing 

Section of Pan i~eric~n Union, is represonting ECL: .. and is nc.ting f"ln ECL! ... ' s 

bohe,lf. In pr:,rticul'lr, the ECL.: ... Secretarbt oxpressod interest in a study 

v11hich might be undortqken by the I.:::..-ECOSOC Secret":lrint l"'n the fimmcing of 

housing rtnd construction mr:teriPls; nnd agreed to consider the possibility of 

lending assist::mce tf'l li.-ECOSOC in crtrrying out this pr(';joct. It is 

understood th~t the Housing ~d Town and Country PlPnning Section of the 

United Netions Doprrtment of 8(')ci21 ":..rf,-,irs would 2,lso p8.rticipBte in this 

p:.:ojoct. This m11tter will bo further considered 'lt the next mooting of the 

Committee when it should be possible to m"ke e. definite decision on the 

extent :)f ECL_' s participntion. 

e) Prqblems of tronspr:rtrtinn 

Tho L.~.-ECOSOC Socret'lri"t pointed out th,-,t although their nrgeniz::.tion 

d:)es not h:wG !Jny work project on tr('nspnrtation problems in Central ~..merica 

they have foll..,wed 1ni th interest tho w0rk of the ECIJ/TJ ..... Tochnicnl Mission 

which has boon making a study of transport systems end problems in Central 

1un8rica in connexion with· the economic intogrntion prognmmo. Tho Il .. -ECOSOC 

SecretArist expects t~ p~rticipnte in the meeting of cxp~rts to to held 

beginning June 8, 1953, in Srm Jl'lse, Coste Rica, which will us.:; the report 

of the tecbnic~l mission as -c b:.Jsis for its study '1nd discussione. 

f) ,:Bricultur"'l Credit Seminqr 

.<-._lthough no fulther "'Ction is contomplatGd with respGct to this 

project, thG Commit teo roviewod briefly tha results cf the ~.griculturrol Credit 

/Sominnr held 
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Seminr::tr held in Gu~temeln, 15 September - 15 October, which wos sponsored 

jointly by FAO, ECLA end the Government of Gu!'.temala with tho colbbor:J.tion 

of the IA-ECOSOC. 

g) Ilbno+;qry And Fis0a,t. Problems 

Tr.e D\.-ECOSOC s,:;cretari'="_t advised that e. study hsd besn compl8te1 

on "Eccnnmic D'welopment r:<.nd Mcnutsry Stqbility", and suggested thc:t this 

report might be a u:ef~l document for tho monet"lry 'lnd fiscc.l policy sornin"lr 

to be held in 1954. It W"!S also suggested th<:Jt as tbe prep"lrP.tory work of 

this seininnr progresse·d th'3 IA-ECOSOC might prep,re <:mother study en this 

subject and pRrti~ipP.te f'ctivoly in the discussions of tbe semin?.r. Tl1e 

Secretari~t will keep each other informed and pl~n their work in order to 

A.void nny duplicroltion .:md to supplement e~".ch other's work in this field. 

h) Fllture Studies r·n Commodity Tax::1tign 

Tree report em "Sug"\r Tt:>xe.tion in C?"ribbeon end Central -!ml.crican 

Countries" preperod jointly hy ECLi" nnd IA-ECOSOC ~d published recently 

by the P~'<.n-Americ~n Union, was discus8ed both from th8 viov~point of it.3 

subst8nCe Bnd the desirGbility of extending this typo of st~dy to other 

commodities And while it. WAS agreed thF~t thoso ~tudies should he cnr1·~od 

further, no decision was made due to the fg,ct thnt neither Seorot."lrir·t was 

yet in a position to know whnt resources c.re svailable, 

i) Resolution of the L...-ECOSOC on the effect of ox:i.stinp; la?o'!.\.t 

ccndi tions on th,j J{cnomies of the Latin 1.\;•neric.<:n ccyntries 

This resolution wtich w::r:J origim::lly P..c.opted by the II Extr::.ordinP ry 

Meeting of tho IIWI!COSOC provic.ed th':'t informqtion on W9.ges, work conditions, 

sociol insur,-,nco ~nd other foets ooncerning lrbour conditions in L<ctin .~ .. rrwric':n 

/countries, 
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countries, should be coll.Jcted by n Questionnaire to Member Governments. 

This resolution which had ~s its purpose the study of tho effect 

of existing conditions of lP<bour on economic development in L.-,tin l:,meric~., 

was originqllv dr11.fted in such generel tarms tha,t it W1'.S extremely difficult 

to co.l.lect tho informc,tion needed for the investigrtion. At its Third 

Extr8ordin?ry Mootinrs, Il.-ECOSOC revised its previous resolution simplifying 

I ~ 

it in such ·"' WPY th·'t it could facilitate its implementation. In view of this, 

the ECLA Secretariat has expressed its willingness to coopernte actively on 

this project. 




