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REPORT OF THE FOURTH MEETING (F THE COMMITTEE ON COCRDINATION AT THE
SECRETARIAT LEVEL EETWEEN THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR IATIN AMERICA

AND THE INTER-AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

The Crmmittee considered the current wnrk prrngrammes of the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Inter-American Economic and Social Council
during discussions held at the Hotel Quitandinha on the 11, 12 and 13 April,
1953,

The tw~ Secretariats feviewedAvarious projects thst have been complsted
¢r were in pragress with a view to evaluating the results particularly of those
on which they had cenllabnrated, In this‘connéxion they took particularly ncte
of the woerk done on trade statistics and statistical research, the agricultural
eredit seminar, unificatirn cf tariff nnmenciature in Central fmerica, the
seminar on national income analysis, the report »nn "Sugar Texation in Caribbean
and Central American Countries™, and economic develgpment, While their joint
endeavours in these fields braught g»~d results and while thers wereg no studies
rr activities in which either of the Secretariats duplicated the work of the
other, it was recegnized that it had nnt been pcssible to initiate conperative
work on certain projects which had been planned at their last meeting, These
included particularly the financing/mf geonomic develspment, problems of
transportation, and certaln aspects of monstary and fiscal preblems,

With respect tn current and future work programme it was felt that
discussions at this stage would have te be of a preliminary nsture since the
ECLA wark programme for 1954 would be considsred and appreoved by the Fifth

Segsirn., It was agreed that another mesting should be held soon after the

/Fifth Sessicn
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Fifth Session in order to cocrdinste the programmes in light ~f the decisions

taken by ECLA as well as by the IA-ECOSCC,

a) National Income Seminar and Inter-imerican Kesearch 8entre

The Organization of dmerican States under its Programme of Technicél
Lseistance and in collaberation with the Gevernment nf Chile has established
a Statistical Rescarch Centre in Santiago., The work of the Centre was
initisted in Januasry 1953 with the holding of 2 seminar on nationsl inceme
analysis. 4 member of ths ECLA Secretariat prescnted a technical paper for
this seminar and participated in the diséussions. The ECLA Secretariat is
lendiﬁg assistance to the Centre in the form of statistical data ond other
materials used by the participants. ECLA is ropresented on the sdvisory
board ~f the Centre; it is planned thet ECLA staff members will give lsctures
at the Contre on the relatien of nationsl income analysis to economic

development.

b) Standardizetion >f Tariff Nemenclaturs

At the Tsgucigalpa macting of the Central fmerican Ministers »f Eceonomy
the ECLA Sacrstarist was requested tr assist g specisl Sub-Committee in drawing
up & common tsriff nomsneclezture for the Central fmericsn countries. The Inter-
american Statistieal Instituts, the technieal staff of which is part of the
Soeretariat of IA-ECOSOC, agreed t» provide an expert to work with en cxpert
from ECLA 2nd one from the United Nations Stetistical Office on this project,
The work of the Sub-Committee which was initisted in early November 1952 was
eompleted in March 1953, The report of the Sub-Committoc propeses a uniferm
Contral Zmerican customs nomenclature whiech follows the same grouping of itoms

as is contsinsd in tho UN Standard Internaticnal Tpode Classification (SITC),

/The Committec
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The Committece on Cocrdination agreed thot in‘view of +he eoxecllont
results of the work in Central Zmerica they should be preparcd to cellsberate
further in any assistsnce that may be requested by the Central American

governments in putting the proprsed customs nomenclature into offsct snd also

in helping other Latin Amorican countries which might request such assistencs,

¢) Improvement of Trade Statistics

The Committee took note of the mseting on trade statistics held in the
first woek »f March 1953 at the UN Hesdguarters in Now York, which was attended
»y staff members from ECLa, the UN Statistical Office and the Inter-.imcricen
Statistical Institute. The purvoss of this moeting was to consider ways in
which the sollection, uss and publication of Latin Amaricgn trade statistics
eould he improvad aﬁd eneprdinsted by the interested agencies,

It was felt that in order to achieve grenter statistical uniformity
and to avoid unneccssary duplicaticn of effrrts, the UN Stnotistical Office,
IuST and ECLa should devise impraved meens of exchonging statistical
Infarmation., This, it was décided, could best be done if:

1) The UN Statisticel Office would include in its Fertnightly R?ports
seme detnlled Informetion regsrding projects cempletaed and in
progress, an eéxtract from this repert could then be sent to I4SI,

2) ECLi and IsSI could each month list work in prozress »r complotaed
and forward this information together with nther relevsant details
to each other and the Statistical Cffice,

3) Furthsr meetings could be held from time to time to discuss and

plan eonordinsted prosrammcs of work in the fisld of trude statistics.

d) Housine snd construction
Since Ia~ECOSOC hss hed ~ bracd orogromme in this field ECLa has not

/trken any



E/CN,12/320

Prg. 4

taken any sction with respect to housing and building. However, the Housing
and Town and Country Planning Scction of the Division of Sociel Activities
in the UN Department of Socinl iLffairs, in 1ts cooperation with the Housing
Section of Pan fmericen Union, is representing ECL4 and is acting mn ECLA's
behelf. In particular, the ECLA Sgeretariat cxpressed interest in a study
which might be undertsken by the Ia-ECOSOC Sceretarist on the financing of
housing and construction mnterirls; and agraed to consider the possibility of
lending assistance tn 14-ECOSCC in carrying out this préjeet. It is
understogd th=t fhe Housing and Town nnd Country Plenning Section of the
United Netions Deportment of Semeirl Affrirs would also participate in this
projoect. This matter will be further considered =t the next mecting of the
Committee when it should be possible to meke = definite decision on the

oxtent of ECL..'s participation.

e) Problems of trensprrisrtion

The Ia~ECOSOC Secrctari~t pointed out that although their orgenization
does not hnve sany work projset on trrnsportation problems in Central imerica
thoy have follawed with interest tho work of the ECLA/Ti. Tochnical Mission
which has been meking a study of transport systems snd problems in Central
imerica in connexion with - the economic integrsation programme. The I14-BECOSOC
Secrotarist expects to participate in the mecting of exports to te held
beginning June 8, 1953, in San Jnsé, Costs Rica, which will uss the repert

of the technicsl mission as 2 basis for its study and discussions,

£} sgricultural Credit Seminar
iidthough no further sction is contomplated with respeet to this

project, the Committec roviewed briefly the results of the .gricultur=l Creadit

/Scminsr held
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Seminar held in Guntemals, 15 September - 18 October, which was sponsored
jointly by FA40, ECLA eond the Government of Gustemals with the collcboration

of the IA-ECOSCC,

g) Monetary and Fiseal Problems

Tre IA-ECOSOC Secretarizt advised that = study hed been complsted
on "Beonomic Davelopment and Mcnstary Stability", and suggested that this
report might be a ureful document for the monstsary and fiscal poliey sominar
to be held in 1954, It was also suggested that as the preparatory work of
this seminnr progressed the JA-ECOSCC might prepsre sncther study on this
sub jeet and partieripste oetively in the discussicns of the seminer., The
Sgeretarist will keep each other informed and plen their work in order to

avoid any duplicaticn =nd to supplement each cther's work in this field,

h) Future Studies con Commodity Taxation

The report cn "Sugar Texsticon in Caribbean end Centrsl American
Countries" prepered jointly hy ECLL mnd IA-ECOSOC and published reeently
by the Pan-imericen Uniocn, was discussed both from the viewpoint of its
substance and ths desirability of extending this type of stady to cother
commodities and while it was agreed thot these ntudies should he earried
further, no decision was made due to the fzet that neither Secoretarist was

yet in o position to know what rescurces are available,

1) Resolution of the Lu-ECOS0C on the effect of coxistine lahour

cenditions on the oncnomiecs of the Latin Ameriesn ccuntries

This resclution whieh wan criginally adopted by the IT Extracrdinsry
Mseting of the IA-ICOS0C provided thot information on wages, work conditions,
socicl insuroncs ond other foets soncerning lsobour eccnditions in Latin Jmerican

/eountries,
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countries, should be collocted by a questionnaire to Member Governments,

This resolution which had =s its purpose the study of the effect
of sxisting conditicns of labour on economic development in Latin Americna,
was originallv drafted in such general terms that it wes extremely difficult
to collesct the inform=tion necded for the investieg-tion, At its Thirad
Extraordinary Meeting, Ia-EGCOSOC revised its previous resolution simplifying
it in such a wsay thot it could facilitate its implementation. In view of this,
the ECLA Secretariat has expressed its willingness to cooperate actively on

this project.





