UNITED NATIONS
:CONOMIC

AND

yOCIAL COUNCIL

GENERAL

B/ON,12/312
6 March 1953

CRIGINAL: ENGLISH

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA

Fifth Session
Hio de Janeiro, Brazil

6 April 1953

REIATIONS OF CONSULTATION WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL
OHGANIZATIONS

(Wote by the Executive Secretary)




R R T R T T L Y RPN YT T T TR T T e

E/CN,12/312
Page 3

RELATIONS OF CONSULTATION WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

(Note by the Executive Secretary)

The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations decided at
its thirteenth session to recommend to regional eoonomlc ‘commissions
" (Resolution 414 (XIII) C.1, paragraph (5)); "

"that they examine the desirability of revising their rules of
procedure regarding consultative relations with non-governmental
organizations in the light of the rules on consultation with
non-governmental organizations estaplished by the Council for the

- functional commissions, of Part V of resolution 288 (X) of
27 February 1950, and of the discussions on this sub;ect during
the thirteenth session of the Council;" .

The recommendation was based upon a draft resclution contained in a
report of the Council's Committee on Non~Governmental Organizations.

It will be recalled that the Economic Commission for Latin America
had already considered the matter at its fourth session, and the Commission

decided , : ¢

"to wait the outcome of the Council's consideration before
deciding upon its permanent rules of procedure in this respect,"

and further decided to

"apply the provisions of resolutions 288 and 289 (X) of the
Economic and Social Council, and in particular those provisions
which pertained to arrangements for consultations between none-
governmental organizations and functional commissions, and
further that any provision in the existing rules of procedure
of the Commission which is inconsistent with resolutions 288
and 289 (X) shall be superseded",

This matter was referred to the Committee of the thole, meeting in
Santiago from 11 - 14 February 1952 and who;

"decided to postpone until the fifth session any action on
changes in the hules of Procedure relating to non-governmental
organizations.?

/A1lthough therefore
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Although therefore the delay in amending.the'Rules of Procedure in
" this respect has been due to the lapse of time between the meetings of
the Fourth Session in June 1951 and the Fifth Session in April 1953, it
is now felt that the Commission should effect the changes in the Rules of
Procedure regarding non-governmental organizations in order to standardize
such Rules with those of the Council and the other two regional commissions.v
Appendix.l contains the provisions of Part V of resolution 288 (£) of
the Economic and Social Council dealing with relations of consultations
between functional commissions and non-governmental organizetions, as well
as the provisionsvof Part IX of this resolution on consultation with the
Secretariat. |
In order to facilitate consideration of this subjeét, the Executive
Secretary has prepared a draft of the rules which incorporate sugétantially
the provisions found in resolution 288 (L), part V. This draft is
reproduced in Appendix II, which also coﬁtains the text of the present
rules of procedure dealing with relations with non-governmental organizations.
It will be noted that the major differences between the two sets of |
provisions are found in -‘additional conditions included in the draft rulés
with respéct to the proposal of items by non—governmental organizations
for the provisional agenda; circulation of writﬁen statements by such
organizations; and consultaticns with non—gbvernmental organizations on

the register,

/APPENDIX I
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APPENDIX I
Resolution 288 (X) - Review of Consultative Arrangements with Non~-
- Governmental. Organizations (Resolutions of
27 February 1950 _

A

THE ZCONCMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

TAKES NOTE of the report of the Secretary-General and of*the report
of the Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations presented in
accordance with Council resolutien 214 E (VIII),

B

ARRANGFMZNTS FOR CONSULTATION WITH NOW-GOVLHNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS B

THE ECONOMIC AWD SOCIAL COUNCIL

HAVING REGARD to Article 71 of the Charter,

RECOGNIZING that the peoples of the United Nations have a basic and
continuing interest in the policies and operations of the United Nations
and that the arrangements for consultation with non-~governmental organizations
provide an important means of ensuring that this interest may be fulfilled,

CONSIDERING that consultations between the Council and its subsidiary
organs and the non-governmental organizations should be developed to the
fullest practicable extent,

APPROVES the following revised arrangements for consultation:
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Part V

CONSULTATION WITH COMMISSIONS

-

Provisional Agenda

25, The provisional agénda of sessions of commissions or sub-
commiésions shall be communicated to organizations in categories A and
B and on the register at the same time as to Members of the United Nations.
26, Organizations in category A may propose items for the provisional

agenda of commissions subject to the following conditions:

(a) An organization which intends to propose such an item shall
inform the Secretary-General at least. sixty-thres days before the
commencement of the session and before formally proposing an item shall

give due consideration to any comments the Secretary-General may make;

(b) The proposal shall be formally cubmitted with the relevant
basic documentation not later than forty-nlne days before the commencement
of the gession, The item shall be included in the agenda of the commission
if it is adopted by a two-thirds ma jority of those present and voting.

Attendance at Meetings

27, Organizations in categories A and B and organizations'on the
register may designate authorized representatives to sit as observers
at public meetings of commissions and sub-éommissipns of the Council,

Written Statements

‘28, Written statements relevant to the work of the commission or
sub~commission may be submitted by organizations in categories A and B
on subjects for which thgse organizations have a special competence,
Such statements shall be circulated by the Secretary-General to the
Members of the United Nations except those statements which have become
obsolete, e.g., those dealing with matters already disposed of.

/29. The following
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29. The following conditions shall be observed regarding the

submission and circulation of such written statements:

(a) The written statement shall be submitted in one of the
official languages.

(b) It shall be submitted in sufficient time for appropriate
consultation to take place between the Secretary-General and the

organization before circulation,

{(¢) The organization shall give due consideration to any comments
which the Secretary-General may make in the course of such consultation
before transmitting the statement in final form.

(d) A written statement submitted by an organization in category
A or B will be circulated in full if it does not exceed 2,C00 words.
Where a statement is in excess of 2,000 words, the organization shall
submit a summary which will be circulated or shall supply sufficient
copies of the full text in the two working languages for distribution.
A statement will also be circulated in full, however, upon the Specific

request of the commission or sub-commission.

(e) The Secretary-General may invite organizations on the register
to submit written statements. The prov181ons of paragraphs (a), (c) and

(d) above shall apply to such stataments.'

. (f) A written statement or summary, as the case may be, will be
circulated by the Secretary-General in the working languages and, .upon -
the request of a member of the commission or the sub-commission, in any
of the cffiCIal languages.

Heariﬁgs ‘ .

30. (a) Tha commission or sub-commission may consﬁlt with
organizations in categories A or B either directly or through a
cemnittee or commivtess ectablisked for the purpcse. In all cuses,
such consultations may be érranged on the invitation of the commission
or sub-commission or on the request of the organization, 1 ‘

(b) On the recommendation of the Secretary-General and at the
request of the commission or sub-commission, organizations on the

register may alsc be heard by the commission or sub-commission.

/Special Studies
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Special Studies -

31. Subject to the relevant rules’of procedure on financial
implications a commission may recommend that an organization which has
special competence in a particulér field should undertake spécific
studies or investigations or prepare specific papers for the commission.
The limitations of Part V, paragraph 29 (d) shall not apply in this case.

Part IX
CONSULTATION WITH THE SECHETARIAT

37. The Secretariat should be so organized as to enable it to

carry out the consultative arrangements as set forth in this statute.

38, All organizations in gonsultative relafionship shall be able
to consult with officers of the appropriate sections of the Secretariat
6f the United Nations on matters in which there is a mutuai interest or a
mutual concern., Such consultation shall be upon the request of the

non-governmental organization or upon the request of the Secretary-General.

39. The Secretary-General may request organizations in categories
A and B'and on the register to carry out specific studies or prepare
specific papers, subject to the relevant financial regulations.

40. -The Secretary-General shall be authorized, within the means
at his disposal, to offer to non-governmental organizations in consultative
relationship facilities which include: - '

(a) Prompt and efficient distribution of such documents cf the
Council and its subsidiary bodies as shall in the Jjudgment of the Secretary-

General be appropriate;

(b) Access to the Press documentation service at the United Nations

headquarters;

A

(¢) Arrangement of informal discussions on matters of special interest
to groﬁps of organizatidns; ‘ '
’ /{d) Use of
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(d) Use of the libraries of the United Nations;

(e) Provision of accommodation for conferences or smaller meetings
" of consultative organizations on the work of ‘the Economic and Social
Council; . i , ,

(f) Appropriate seating arrargements and facilities for obtaining
documents during public meetingé of the Genera} Assembly dealing with

matters in the economic and social fields.

/APPENDIX IT
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APPENDIX II

Present and Proposed fules idegarding Relations
with Non-Governmnental Organizations '

‘(Note: Rules not mentioned are unchanged) -
Present Rules -

Ruls 8
The provisional agenda for any session shall include:
(g) items proposed by non-governmental organizations in category A;

Rule 9 ‘ ,
' Before the Ixecutive Secretary places an item proposed by a
specialized agency, or by the Inter-American Iconomic gnd Social Council,
or a non-governmental organization in Category A on the provisional
agenda, he shall carry out with the agency or crganization concerned such

preliminary consultations as may be necessary.

Rule 38 k .

Decisions of the Commission shall be made by a majority of the
members present and voting, except as provided in the third paragraph of

rule 10 of these rules of procedure.

Rule 49

Non~governmental organizations in Catsgories &, B and C may designate
authorized representatives to sit as observers at public mecetings of the
Commission. Non—govérnmental organizations in Category A may cifculate
to the members of the Commission written statements and suggestions‘on
matters within their competence. Non-governmental organizations in
Categories B and C may submit such statements and suggestions to the
Executive Secretary. The Zxecutive Secretary will prepare and distribute
at each sessioﬁ of the Commission a list of suchvcommunications regeived,
briefly indicating the substance of each of them. On the request of any
Member of the Commission ths fxecutive Secretary will reproduce in full

and distribute any such communication,

/Rule 50 -
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The Commission may at its discretion consult with non-goverﬁmental
organizations in Categories A, B and ¢ on matters in which the Commission
regards these organizations as,having special competence or knowledge.
Such consultations may be arrangéd on the invitation of the Commission or
on the request of the organization. In the case of non~g6vernmenta1 '
organizations ih Categories B and C consultations might be effected either

directly or through ad hoc Committees,

Proposed Rules

Rule 8 ,
The provisional agenda for any session shall include:
(g) items proposed by non-governmental organizations in category A,

subject to the provisions of rule 94; and ...

Rule 9

Before the Lxecutive Secretary places an Izem proposed by a
specialized agency, or by the Inter-American Economiz and Socisl Council
on the provisional agenda, he shall carry out with the agency or organization

concerned. such preliminary consultations as may be necezsary.

Rule 9A (néw rule)

Organizations in category A‘may propose items for the provisional
.agenda of éommissions‘subject to the folleowing couditionss . '

(a) An organization which intends %o nrodosz such an item shall
inform the Exeﬁutive Secretary at least sixty-thrseé days baicre the
commencement of the session and before formally proposing ar item shall
give due consideration to any comments the ixecutive Secretary may maké;

(b) The proposal shall be formally submitted with the relevant
basic documentation not later than forty-nine duys baiore the commencement
of the session., The item shall be included in the agenda of the commission

if it is adopted by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting.

Rule 38

Decisions of the Commission shall be made by a'majority of those
present and voting, except as provided in rule 9A and the third paragraph

of rule 10 of these rules of procedure.
/Hule 49
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Rule 49

(a) Nén-governmental ofganizations in categories A and B and on
the register may designate authorized representatives to sit as ohservers
at public meetings of the Commission. |

(b) Written statements relevant to the work of the commission or its
subsidiary bodies may be subﬁitted by organizations in categories A and B
on subjects for which these organizations have a special competence., Such .
statements shall be circulated by the Executivé Secretary to the Members
offtbe Commission except those statements which have become obsolete, e.g.,
those dealing with matters already disposed of.

(¢) The following conditions shall be observed regarding the
submission and eirculation of such written statements:

(1) The written statement shall be submltted in one of the official

languages of the Commission.

| (ii) It shall be submitted in sufficient time for appropriate
consultation to take place between the Ixecutive Secretary and the
organization before circulation.

(iii) The organization shall give due considerstion to any

comments which the Executive Secretary may make ia the course of

such consultation before transmitting the statement in final form.

(iv) A written statement submitted by an organization in category

A or B will be circulated in full if it does not exceed 2,000 words.

Where a statement is in excess of 2,000 words, the crganization

shall submit a summary which will be circulated or shzll supply

sufficient copies of the full text in the two working languages

for distribution. A statement will also be circulated in full,

however, upon the Speciflc request of the Commission.

(v) The Executive Secretary may invite organizations on the

reglster to submit written statements. Th- srovisions of paragraphs

(1), (i1ii) and (iv) above shall apply to such statements.

(vi) A written statement or swmary, as the case may be, will be

circulated by the Executive Secretary in the working languages of

the Commission.

/Rule 50
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Rule 50 ,
- (a) The Commission may consult with organizations in categories

A or B either directly or through a committee or committees established
for the purpose. In all cases, such consultations may be arranged on

the invitation of the Comuission or on the request of the organization.
On the recommendation of the Zxecutive Secretary and at the request of
the Commission, organizations on the register may also be heard by the
Commission, ‘ ;

(b) Subject to the relevant rules of procedure on financial
implications the Commission ﬁay recommend that an organization which has
épecial competence in a particular field should undertake specific studies
or investigations or prepare specific papers for the Commission. The
limitations of rule 49, paragraph {c¢) (iv) shall not apply in this case.






