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Dr. B.AEZ said that for the p~st fourteen years he had b~en abLe to 

appreciate the work done by that body and therefore hoped that it might 

survive, perhaps in a still more specialized capacity, after being taken 

over by the new Organization. It 1night for example be entrusted vvith 

questions connected v;i th quarantine and \Vi th the preparation of 

international conventl.ons on health subjects. 

Ih'. PIERttET thanked Dr. Baez for his kind rern9.rks in regard to 

the Office. P.te himself was not sproking and could not speak on 

bol:llllf of the Office, as only the Permanent Cornmi ttee of that body 

was qualified to do so, and to give advisory opinions to the 

Goverrunents which it represented. 

The Office Internutional d'Hygi~ne Publique had ahvays maiJ;ltain.ed 

the principle of .a single international organization in he-:tl th ID9. tters, 

Before 1921 it had fulfilled that condition, being the only body 

which bad both ap. international and a world-wide character. The older 

bo~y, the Pan-American Sanitary Bure~u, had only an international 

character >vi thin the bounds of the American Continent. But a single 

organization did not necessarily imply a single administration, D.nd 

arrangements were quite conceivable under which, as indeed was proposud 

in Dr. ?arran's draft, internationD.l ta.,;ks in the sphere of health 
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might be rationally distributed. Dr. PIERRET paid a tribute to the 

work done by the H~lth ~ection of the League of Nations, but this 

vrork might ju;:;t as well have been undcrtn.ken by the O.I.H.P. if the 

necessary funds had been assigned to it. This problem of funds had 

perh.:'tps been influt:mced at one time by politirol fn.ctors. 

If a request to th1s effect vm.s Jlk'lde by the Economic and Socin.l 

Council, the constitution of the Office ·.7ould not preclude its 

activities being extended in any direction in the spht;;re of health. 

Article 8 of the Rome Arrangement of 1907 bound the particip<lting 

Coverrunents, at present numbering about sixty, until 1950. 

The purpose of the present committee of experts 'I'V8.S to draw up 

the oonstitution of a single universal body at the earliest possible 

moment; but trw Off'ice v;as u.lready ::t universal body. Could 'the 

future organization be established as quickly as seemed to be hoped? 

The Office, ·which bad been created in 1907, l:JD.d not begun to operate 

until 1909; the .international conventions of 1944 adopted under the 

auspices of UNRRA hr1.d only, by March 1946, been c.dhered to by seventeen 

n'ltions. How long would it take to get the ratifications of some 

sixty Governillt:nts, if it was desired to achievt:: universality? It 

therefore seemed that the n,;w Organiz&. tion would need the co-operation 

of the 0. I.H.P. -::~t Qny rate during the transitionnl period, n.nd the 

Permanent Committee, Yihich vras to mc8t on 24 Apr.il next, n1ight study 

how this question could bG solved. 

Dr. de Paula. SOUZA considered th"lt the fact that there v.rere 

only sevente<.;;n or t::ighteen accessions to the 1944 conventions vvr:J.s an 

additional reason in favour of a single world org::mization which alone 

could standardize all tht: rules binding tl1t.:: Governments together on 

health rna. tt ers. He ',;houg!1t that the spirit which rod prev:tiled at 

San Francisco i'/as in favour of the utilization, possibly evt:n by 

mc:;ans of absorption, of institutions such as the 0. I. H. P. to which 

particular tasks financed by the lYorld Health Organization might 

be assigned. 
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Dr. ~-jl.(T£Ti:I,:;zr:;;; ffili•l th :·. t the cons tl tution of the Of fie e formed 

Dr. B.A.I:z thought tlJ~•t th0 O.I.li.P. ;,,ight stD.y in P~1.ris, tl'L1.t 

the Office: :d;_ht fon:1 an agency cntrw>t,;d Y.rith n distinct and 

defini t c t::; sk. 

Dr. l'J~.Ckj·iZIE thought :L t woul·J oc difficult to fix th-:; sj_te; 

of the cpid<;r:;iologic<cl :>8rvicu of t}h:• Y.•hol t,; rkvi organiZL' tion 

Eo vns ~;O;ileWh'lt 'lisquL:ted by til'-" turn the discussion vns takin0. 

Vlns the sub-co1:-:ni ttcc. s 

WJ.S it ~l LJ.ll tiplici ty of r.10r0 or l ~S!?, undent bodic:.:s 

grouped in e. sort :;f L::ck:rat:Lon? tcu 1 s task w<:·,s to s,;t up 

an orr_~miz .. t:.on; it W.:.S COeposcd of' CXrHXtS :md hel1Cd politic".(Ll and 

juridicrcl f:,ctors :_.;hould b;;; ruL::d out in ,L,'ll ing YTJ. th th•:o prob] t!lil of 

the absorption of t::..:; Office 1J.Y 0 Horld orga,:iza tion, Until 

th:Ls absor;;tion h~u tn.b;n pLcce, the; Offic, sh.iuld sidply continut.:: 

This 

Dr. PET1.HET, rt:_;_Jly:i.ng to Dr. l.;_Lcb:mzh:, sD.iG tl1u t bc did not thinJ:: 

' 
th0rc c~'uld be Lmy rp.lt:::st.1.on '):C fc:der::ltion of orl!>ns; but as the 

cuLJ:;ti tutcd rwrJara te entity, sinilarly 

iz:::d body The 

not "bccorr:8 ~._.;er:lb;;;;rs of the United l\1 tionD ·,-,c;rc boun,d by th:t t Arr::.ngem.c:nt 

an:l c cortr:tin inh:rnc:t tiornl obli&,a ticms strevi v0d as ·,·t rtcS11l t of' this 

l sitUDtion. 

Dr. cle Pauh SOUZA thought thr.ctt the W.H.O. night btJ ;mbclivided; 

certctin subdivisions might be t.:::ntrust:;;d w:L·~h a particul;l.r tn.::ok, and 
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detracting fror1t the; 

Orga:nizatc.orJ. uf the 

epideuiolog:i.ct:tl s c;rvic 

s ervic •:!S, .c:_ lFl on. 

up a 

..;; of unit.'{. 

thco O.I.H.P. for thv c1un.r::mtine .s.nd trt.D.ty 

h~ did not s.~e why 

affilb .. tions sho:U..:d bt:.: ,.st£tblish-:::•1 betwe.c;n ir.t0rnatior..a.l bodies; this 

vra.s contr::.ry to the svir:i t <)f the ducisi:m t::Lb:;n by th::: ~'Conomic and 

Social Council. He \.:1.s £'.'1V<.:.re of tlk exc<:ll8nt work done by the 

O.I.H.P., lmt he.: did nut :::;.:;,.;:any ·Jbstacl<J to th.Lt institution being 

n.bsorbe:d; ht:: did not think t)·i-.:::rc.: ::-;hould be .en unliruited nwnber of 

specialized agencies. 'l'hd c::.;nven ti07lc> rihich hn.d crc~a ted the 0. I. H. P. 

and 1"1'>-d confirr;;ed it in its tn.sk WGrc not sacrosanct, o.nd in fo.ct thuy 

v;ould h<lve to be-; rc.;viclc·d, fur if th.:.: P::tr.i.s institution \vUS retrc.in8d, 

Office, the lattvr's Pt:;r!Yk':liknt Cor:luitteu h:tving 'lttributions siuilar 

to those of tha future Organiz:ltion. l.KJraover, he thought it Vt;.;ry 

difficult to entrust o. tion Yiith a limited t..;.sk. dby 

giv'-' 3p8cializ;:;d funct.i.c:n;:; to 

vrould ba be:tter t~ thu:.: uni vce~~.-J.l functions in a limited 

SoL'-' inh.rrn ti.on:~.l in3ti tutions would l:u ve 

of the Of.f~.c;:; YV:'.lS not ':l.n argmaent 

in i b; f:.. vour, since.: tl··_:l''· .. ?.s no'.'! -:n :c.bsolutely new situation. The 

Conunittee rr,u~,t t.:;m1 tmPcl',i< unifi.c.:·t.Jon ::.rH.1 must not countenance 

dispersal. 

' t tlk; turn t:.ken oy the; discussion, 

had alrv:ld.y disc~..Tn"'J in t;l'- P::.rro.n dr::dt possibiliti,;s of 

If the; qu::.tro..ntinc.: st:-rvic.; v.as s..;t t'p in Paris, ·why ·n·.)t h:lvc tl'e 

rcsearc h s,;rvicc:; in l'.J:.c:xico, :::1. third servico in Calcutta and so on? 
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Dr. DOULL considc::rc.d tb.:', t thG Off:i.ct;; should be liquidated, and 

that the States which hnd si,sned the: 1907 1\.rr:mgerrti .. mt an6 which wished 

to participD. t<; itl the; lhrld H<:al th 0r;~.'cniza tj_on should denounce th t 

Arr:..cngeucnt. li.bsorpt Lcm w:~.s necL:ss.'lry; thu staff uitht b,; taken OVt.;r 

D.nd suibbly fitte;d in. i.:ec~r.v:hil ,_:, the task of the 0. I. H. P. should 

be; cn.rried on, but Dr. Pierret 1 g proposal should be rejectt:d b"-'c:.cuse 

it was outside the C::nmd ttL'-' 1 s tc:rr.;; of rc::fert.;nce. ~r,_, LJck this 

co.tegorical attitur.k, not bece<.usv Lc bdittl0d the work of th;;; Office 

but b0C.J.USc; thtc vc;;ry defini tt: task 

carried out. 

Dr. C'iiSIIOLhi agreed Yfith th~ views expr:~sst:d by Drs. STAMPAFl, ;v.lf~.NI 

and DOULL o.nd o.s~:cd th- .t :ell c::m;",i·h:re,ti. n..s d' scnt.ir:1"'nt D.n& poli te:ness 

shoulJ b"" 1ve.ivz.::d, and t}:i.B.t a in.cl"' 11-:!rld Hc.::1 tit Or[.~<:mizat.i.on sho>lld 

Dr. PIE!{fffiT ::Jtr.~s3 cd that h\.C h'cc1 not mt:.ch: o.ny concrete pronosal 

except th:c t of its opinion. 

hims •.;1 :f' in f'l vcur oi' rl ~; · tion, he h:td not 

Dr. DOULL SCLiJ th::t this ',P.G not the _purpo::>t.:: for which tht: 

be reconciled with tln,t of a :·.inglc:: vrorld or.::;~tnization? 

in Dr. P::. :-ran' s drai't. 

The CHAIRIIJ:U'J c msidered th"l t, D.s all the N~emburs h':td expressed 

their opinion, it '<Vf",s tiwe to close thL: discussion. He recallt;d that, 

in his dr:::.ft, Dr. RAJCHMA.N h::td cxnres,;ed an opinion on the qu.:stion 

under deba. t<.::, and he rt.::o.d tho passage in that d::"o.ft doal::.ng vd. th the 

O.I.H.P. (see fucw::ent E/E/PC/71. 

He did not think, hoy:c;vur, th:1. t tbe Conu-niJctee need co>1;;i JF!r 

itself absolutely bou..'IJ.d by tho Economic and Social Cmmc:':..l 1 s decision. 
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H~.:mce the proposals ma.de by Drs• de Paula SOUZA and I:Wl!Z need not 

necessarily be rejected. He recalled that at San Francisco the 

solution adopted had been that of the pure and simple absorption 

of the o.I.H.P. 

Summing up the discussion, he considered that it ha.d brought 

out the necessity of the absorption of the Office, tu make way 

ultimately for a single organization; nevertheless, the O.I.H.P. 

must continue to exist to deal vdth quarantine and conventions as 

long o.s the Governments Members had not entrusted this task to the 

new Organization. 

The Sub-Committee must also take into account the divergent 

opinion expressed by Drs. de Paula SOUZA and BAEZ. 

Drs. de Paula SOUZA and BAEZ stated that they did not 

disagree with the other m~nbcrs of the Sub-Comt1ittee on the 

fundamental question of the constitution of a single organization; 

they had simply confint:d themselves to suggesting possible solutions 

to deal with the particular case of the Office. 

The Sub-Committee unanimously adopted the opinion swumarized 

by the Chairman. 

(e) U.N.R.R • .t\. 

Dr. GAUD recalled th.'l.t by its constitution U.N.R.R.A. was a 

tenporary organization. He drew attention to the question of 

displaced persons, the settlement of which was and would for some 

time renlB.in a difficult matter. The new organization in dealing 

with it might consider the taking over of the services and 

specialized personnel of U.N.R.R.A. 

Dr .. BIRAUD supported the opinion expressed by Dr. GAUD. 

Dr. ~~CKENZIE proposed that the Committee should leave the 

door open for the future organization to deal, if necessary, with 

displaced persons. 

The CITAIRMAN thought that the Conunittee was agreed that 

U.N.R.R.A. ~s activities should continue until they were taken 

over by the 1'fc:-r1_u 'J:ee.Uh Org;:miza tion. This was appz.:2~1 
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and of persons without n~ti.;nality v-ns an urgent one; U.N.R.R.A. 

anc1 the Cl!'T:l,Y hc:D.l th services would uoon be liquidated, but the 

problen would r01:nin. Inforrna tion :~Lould b.:: obtained irnr:1edia tely 

on th0 ;:;pecio..lizcd services ,mel personnel of U.K.R.H.A. 

Dr. IviACKENZIE supported this proposal. 

(d) Pcm Jinerican Sanitary· Btrreau 

The CHtiiR:R:Jm, as a.lready stated, thou.s;ht the case of this 

agency n,.:cd not be discussed, its special p0Di tion h . .:'Yving alre·:tdy 

been 8X!1.r:1ined in connection with r'G[;ion:l.l offices.. 

(e) Inter:L:-t Mu'l.sures 
.. 

The Cbiim~;.:u-; called upon Dr. Luclu.inr:ht:: to G~~;fl.J::'ne his 

proposals regarding interiu rne;u.:;trre~~ to be takt:m to bring into 

exi:,~tence the \iorld Health Org:miz:::. tion (Document E/H/PC)ii .13). 

A general discussion ensued on thu text subrn.i tted by the 
:J:, f 

Sub-Comr:li ttee. It transpired th;:.:.. t the Sub-Comr.1i ttee on He solutions 

Yihich llud sat on the pr<:Nious day tmder the clninnD.n:.:>hip of 

Dr. KA.CPRZAK, and of which Dr. I.i9-ckenziB v-ms a member, h.'..d :tlrc;ody 

consiu<.:red this problr.;m and bild fo:rmula tell paralh:l rt.:Jsolu.tions 

dealing 1ri th the sa.ne subj0ct. .Accordingly, the CHAIIti~, with 

the Sub-Comra:i. ttee 1 s approvcll, ask0d these tvro CX'perts to 

combine the tuo texts. 

Jv.r. TT(Y(}VE LIE, Secretary-

General o:C the United J'TatL!ns, intcnch;d to en,rpge ,:, Director of 

Henl th who ,,·oulcl deal 1.d. th heLcl th questLm.s of an urgc;nt character 

com in[ vd thin the genera.l cornpetenct:: of the United Nations. 

Dr, EVANG considered trJD. t it '.crould b0 for the ,Jtme Conference to 

decide v:hethcr or not o.n interirn. cor;ndl.lsion ilhould be :cppointcd. 
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c. Rela tiona betwe~h t,he O~ganiza ti\.ol} and SJ? ecialized Agencies 

Dl:'. de Paula SOUZA p:i:"dposed that this question should be discussed 

in plenary meeting. 

This was agreed. 

D. Timetable 

Dr. MACKENZIE pointed out that as the Committee consisted only of 

experts, the question arose as to who co.uld negotia t·e on its behalf. 

Would an interim commission have to be appointed for this purpose? 

Dl:'. OOULL recalled wh'lt l'll". cal.derwood had said as regards procedure 

at that morning's meeting. 

A general·· discussion enaued on this question and on the date at 

which negotiations might take place. The general opinion of the 

Sub...COmmittee VIas tlnt all these questions would be solved before 

September, when the General Assembly of the United Nations w6uld 

meet. 

The meeting rose at 5 p.m. 
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1. The Sub-Committee views wi.th satisfaction the decision taken by the 

United Nations' Assem"bly to transfer to the United Nations, among other 

tt:chni~n.l functi~ns of the League of Nations, those of its "Health Section, 

p :~ticularly th~ epidemiological service". 

2. It recommends that the reopening of its Singapore Bureau, for which 

provision vras n12.de in the League 1 s budget for 1946, should take place as 

soon as possible,. n.nd thcd this Burec'lU ~;hould function, as the present 

He<).lth Section of the LeA-gue, undc::r U.N.O. authority until it can b0 taken 

ov·.o1' by the l'iorld Health Or~anization. 

3. It further recomraenrls t.h..'lt the League's He::clth ataff' selected for 

tr·.r.sfer by the Secretary-Gen-::r~:tl of the U.1:r.o, should carry on its routine 

dut' ras until such time as the Director-GtmerDl of the ·,:.H. 0. rnay decide to 

tra:.sfer then to the latter or;::anization; a.nd that this staff should in 

ad·L tion give technic<tl ae.sistance to the U.N. 0. £ecreturiat of the June 

com tituting Conference of the W. H. 0~, and to the interim he'll th body this 

Conidr<.mce may set up. 

4. The Sub-Committee is of opinion tl1at: the constitution of the W.H.O. 

should provide for tho transfer to that Organization of all riehts and 

duti":s under existinu; interna.tion Ll Conventions and Arrang._;:mc:nts, of the 

Office InternL~tional d'BYgiene Publique, of the Health Division of U.N.R.R.A. 

and of the P::m-American Sa.ni tc:ry bureau. 

5. Pending pro.ctical arrangenents tl.l be made for absorption by - or 

colla·,)ora tion with - the World Hectl th Organization by its Director-G.;mera.l, 

actin;~ on the instructions given to tra t effect by the Ylor l d Hrol th 

conference, the above-mentioned institutions should carry on their routine 

dutie:. in their customary vray, refraining however from undertaking new 

activities, engaging new staff or in any other way complicating the t::..sks 

of tht;; Constituting Health Conferenc8, of any interim authority it IT!f:lY set u~ 

or of the permanent organs of the World Health Organization, ;r-egarding the 

absor~.tion by - or the collaboration with the latter of the parent organiz::d:d.c 



E/H/PC/28. 
Pago 10. 

ANNEXE II 

Text proposed by Dr. l~ckenzie 

"lt would be necessary to arr:lnge for the continuation of the 

collection and dissemination of epidemiologiccll inforuation includirm 

that from tht: Far llist. 11 




