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RACISM AND DISCRIMINATIONS: HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS 

1. Throughout the world we are witnessing increasing manifestations of 
racism and disc r i m i n a t i o n which generally a f f e c t m i n o r i t i e s , with the fla g r a n t 
exception of South A f r i c a , and among them the most underprivileged groups. We 
must r e a l i z e that the so - c a l l e d F i r s t World i s not able to guarantee to a l l 
i t s c i t i z e n s the f u l l enjoyment of t h e i r human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
From Johannesburg to Los Angeles, from Paris to Tokyo, the colour of the skin, 
the r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s , the f a c t of belonging to a c e r t a i n caste are often 
insurmountable s o c i a l stigmata. 
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South A f r i c a 

2. The South A f r i c a n regime of apartheid i s o f f i c i a l l y dead; the r e s u l t s of 
the referendum of l a s t 17 March are c l e a r : the white minority massively voted 
i n favour of President De Klerk's reforms aimed at g i v i n g f u l l representation 
to coloured peoples. 

3. The e t h i c a l importance and p o l i t i c a l conseguences of t h i s d e c i s i o n are 
undeniable, but the d i f f i c u l t i e s of the t r a n s i t i o n to a r e a l democracy are 
evident too. Two main obstacles a r i s e . As apartheid was not e x c l u s i v e l y a 
means to ensure the economic predominance for the whites (of which, however, 
the Voortrekker moniunent i s s t i l l a v i v i d symbol) but also an i n t e g r a l part of 
t h e i r s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e s , i t has given r i s e to socio-economic 
i n e q u a l i t i e s among the c i t i z e n s . Moreover, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l 
instruments - such as the International Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and the 1989 General Assembly Declaration 
on Apartheid and i t s Destructive Conseguences i n Southern A f r i c a - are s t i l l 
confronted with an i n t e r n a l repressive l e g i s l a t i o n which can jeopardize the 
current negotiations between the N a t i o n a l i s t Party and the A f r i c a n National 
Congress. 

3. This i s confirmed by the slow and d i f f i c u l t development of the Convention 
for a Democratic South A f r i c a (CODESA), f i r s t held i n Johannesburg on 20 
and 21 December 1991. I t s second session (May 1992) has not allowed i t s 
p a r t i c i p a n t s to reach an agreement on the most relevant aspect of the whole 
issue: the mathematical parameters of the constitutent majority, that i s to 
say the percentage of votes necessary to pass the clauses submitted to the 
Constituent Assembly ( c a l l e d National Assembly) and whether i t i s bound to a 
power of external veto. The question i s obviously so fundamental that i n the 
absence of a large measure of agreement on i t , the rest of the discussions 
becomes i n s i g n i f i a n t , which would show that apartheid i s now as strong as 
before. 

Northern America 

4. When on 29 A p r i l 1992 radios and t e l e v i s i o n s broadcast news of the 
release of four white policemen who had c r u e l l y beaten Rodney King, a coloured 
man arrested for having exceeded the speed l i m i t , r i o t i n g broke loose i n 
Los Angeles, undoubtedly the most serious i n recent American h i s t o r y , 
considering the number of the dead, the wounded and the a r r e s t s , as well as 
the economic and s o c i a l damages i t caused. 

5. In 80 seconds of eloquent images we saw the i l l u s t r a t i o n of a well-known 
but c a r e f u l l y concealed phenomenon: the p o l i c e b r u t a l i t y of which members of 
m i n o r i t i e s are the f i r s t v i c tims. "An endemic b r u t a l i t y " , concluded an 
independent commission of inquiry i n i t s report. During the l a s t years, the 
Los Angeles a u t h o r i t i e s f a i l e d to reform the p o l i c e corps reputed as r a c i s t 
and v i o l e n t , and the r i o t s are here to t e s t i f y that for many of the members of 
the black minority t h e i r hopes of progress towards s o c i a l j u s t i c e and f u l l 
r ecognition are continuously f r u s t r a t e d . 
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6. The very serious r i o t i n g that wrecked c e n t r a l Los Angeles, repressed by 
the massive in t e r v e n t i o n of the army which deployed no l e s s than 16,500 men i n 
an area of some 300 square kilometers i s the p r i c e the United States Government 
has to pay for abandoning the marginal areas of i t s c i t i e s with a complete 
disregard for the welfare of the people who l i v e there, who rank among the 
most underprivileged and have no p o s s i b i l i t y of l i v i n g elsewhere. 

7. Proof of t h i s generalized unrest i s to be found i n the f a c t that the 
Los Angeles incidents reverberated a l l over the country: i n Atlanta, 
Las Vegas, Seattle, Pittsburgh, there were acts of violence i n the s t r e e t s 
with dozens of c a s u a l t i e s and considerable damage to shops and cars. Similar 
incidents took place i n Toronto (Canada) where, i n the same period, a young 
coloured man, Raymond Lawrence (aged 22) was k i l l e d by a white policeman i n 
the poorest section of the town. 

Japan 

8. A r t i c l e 14 of the Japanese Constitution guarantees the e l i m i n a t i o n of a l l 
forms of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and upholds e q u a l i t y for a l l under the law, but the 
s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n imposed on the Burakumins does no c r e d i t to i t s observance. 
Even though the 1969 Law on Special Measures for Buraku Improvement Projects 
a f f e c t e d some reforms, e s p e c i a l l y i n the f i e l d of education, further steps 
must be accomplished to implement the process of e l i m i n a t i o n of current 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n against Burakumins. 

9. Marriage disc r i m i n a t i o n , personal background i n v e s t i g a t i o n s , exclusion 
from c e r t a i n employments and promotion opportunities, minimal health assistance 
are a l l symptoms that the Burakumins remain a caste which i s kept apart. 

10. Despite the growing i n t e r n a t i o n a l consideration enjoyed by Japan, we must 
not forget that i t has not yet r a t i f i e d the Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of 
A l l Forms of Racial Discrimination and has always maintained a large volume of 
trade with South A f r i c a . 

Europe 

11. In Western Europe, discriminatory attitudes are generally assumed to be a 
reaction against the phenomenon of immigration from other continents and, at 
present, from Eastern Europe. These manifestations do not only derive from a 
mere di f f e r e n c e i n the colour of the skin; they are rooted i n i n c o r r e c t mental 
behaviour and a spreading c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e of r e j e c t i n g whatever i s linked 
with d i f f e r e n t t r a d i t i o n s , customs or r e l i g i o n s . 

12. This deplorable way of acting and f e e l i n g i s supported by the new extreme 
r i g h t wing p a r t i e s or movements which a l l over Europe are succeeding, with 
masked xenophobic proposals and through a f a l s e but inflammatory information 
campaign, i n obtaining wider support and gaining seats i n n a t i o n a l parliaments. 
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13. The International League for the Rights and L i b e r a t i o n of Peoples i s 
deeply concerned at the number of attempts made against fundamental human 
r i g h t s . R e c a l l i n g a r t i c l e I of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
("All human beings are born free and equal i n d i g n i t y and r i g h t s . They are 
endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another i n a 
s p i r i t of brotherhood."), i t urges the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of M i n o r i t i e s , as well as the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community, to take note that: 

(a) The s i t u a t i o n i n South A f r i c a i s very precarious; that further 
p o s i t i v e steps must be made i n the negotiations of CODESA and that apartheid 
s t i l l p r e v a i l s i n that country; 

(b) The Los Angeles r i o t s and t h e i r repercussions i n Northern America 
demonstrate the grave s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e s and unf a i r treatment to which the 
black minority i s constantly exposed; 

(c) The di s c r i m i n a t i o n against the Buraku peoples s e r i o u s l y hinders 
every p o s s i b i l i t y f o r t h e i r f u l l development and recognition i n Japanese 
society; 

(d) The new manifestations of racism, xenophobia and r e l i g i o u s 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n Europe are assviming alarming dimensions, negating the basic 
p r i n c i p l e s of democracy which are supposed to govern the countries of t h i s 
part of the world. 


