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SIGNATURE AND RATIrICATION 01' ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL I 01' THE TREATY
fOR THE PROHIBITION or NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN LATIN AMERICA

(TREATY OF TIATELOL<X))

Letter dated 30 Seetomber 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
BrazIl to the Uni~ed Nations addreoBod to the Sooretary-General

I have the hono~ to transmit herewith a copy of the statement made by the
President of Brazil, Mr. JOS' Sa~noy, on 4 September 1987 regarding th~

achievements of the Brazilian 'autonoJlt)us Programme of Nuoloar Teghnolog~' and its
effects (see annex).

I would appreciate the oirculation of the attaohed statement as an official
document of the General Aosenbly under aqenda items 14, 27, 40 and .sa.

(Signed) Paulo NOGUBIRA-BATISTA
Ant>aBsador

Permanent Representative of Brazil
to the United N~tionB
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ANNEX

Statement made by the President of Brazil on 4 september 1981
at Ehe oeremony oommemoratIng the ftohie~ements of Brazil's

autonomous Programme of Muolear Te~hnQl09Y and its effects

I address the nation today in order to make a most important announcement,
Brazilian soientists from the National Commissiun on Nuoear Energy have suooeeded
in mastering the technology for enriohing uranium by the process of
ultraoentrifugation. This fact is transoendental in the soientifio history of
Brazil.

Our oountry thus oompletes 0 deolsive stage on the road to autonomy in the
field of soienoe and teohnology. The enriohment of uranium is one of the most
advanoed teohniquftB in the whole r.ange of human knOWledge. Mastering it is a
sine qua non for using nuolear. energy to benefit mankind, by myriad appHoations in
medlolne, agrioulture and industry.

The results now realized are the fruit of the dedioation and the highest
professional ability of Brazilian soientists, who were brought together at the
Institute for Energy and Nuolear Researoh of the University of sio Paulo and had
the direot and indireot support of other segments of the teohnioal and scientific
world within 8razil. The aohievement was made possible by the joint labours of
soientists and experts in the different branohes of knowledge.

It is fitting to say that in this aohievoment, Brazil relied exclusively on
its own material and human resouroes, without any outside help. On th~ contrary,
we even met with restriotions and diffioulties. The satisfaction we feel today is,
therefore, very great indeed.

We have mastered the teohnology of ultraoentrifuges and of all the peripheral
equipment for an experimental oascade for enriohing uranium. It is an ongoing
operation, oyer thousands of hours. With the process of industrialization in its
possession, Brazil is guatanteed complete oontrol over the teohnology of enriohing
uranium by the ultraoentrifugal method. This technological viotory will be
consolidated shortly with the oompletion of a pilot plant in the experimental
oentre of Aramar, in the township of Iper6, State of Sio Paulo, and with the
~ommencement of operations at the first module of the industrial demonstration
plant next yoar.

We reaffirm our statenent ooncerning the target that Brad 1 has decisively Bet
for itself, broad and unobstruoted aooess to the entire range of scientific
knowledge and its practioal applications.

This is also the moment to reiterate, with emphasis and in all solemnity, that
the objeotives of the Braloilian nuclear proqramme are exolusively peacefUl, in
promoting the use of the atom, in all forms of peacefUl application to the benefit
of national economio, soientifio and technological development, the nuclear
programme of Brazil will ~erve to advanoe the well-being of Brazilian society.
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Moreover, Brazil's oommitment to utilize nuclear ener~y for exolasively
peaceful purposes oannot be questioned. A founding member of the International
Atomio Energy Agency, Brazil actively partioipates in its week. We signed and
:atified the Treaty of Tlatelolco, whioh bans nuclear weapons from Latin America,
ana the nuclear policy of Brazil has never deviated fl'om t~e letter and spirit of
that Treaty. Through our initiative, and with the d~i8ive support of the
countries of the region, the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1986 adopted
resolution 41/11, by which it declared the South Atlantic a zone of peace and
co-operation, free from nuclear weapons. In the unit~d Nations and other forums,
Brazil has consistently defended measures for qener~l and complete nucle~r
disarmament.

As a country that has made peaceful interaotion with other countries and
international co-operation fundamental ~rincipleB of its international posture,
Brazil praotises a polioy of peace. We have no aspirations towards hegemony, und
the instruments we most favour in our relations with other nations are those of
diplomacy and co-operation.

Thus, the policy of peace incorporates a oenturieR-old diplomatic tradition
and is based on international leqal oommitments that we havo ~ollowed to the
letter. Above all, this policy today refleuts in depth the will of the nation. In
the current debates in the Constitutional Assembly, moreovo·, the vocation of the
Brazilian peoPle for peace has come to the fore clearly and unanimously. There,
one witnesses the renewal of the determination to give a clearly ethical Donoo to
the foreign policy of democratic Brazil.

Our goals, those of both the Government and our ~~iety in gener41, are and
will remain pacific.

On this occasion, as we are gathered together to make the solemn announcement
of this historic event, I would like to give special emphasis to the nation's
recoqnition of the men and institutions that have made it all possible.

I would like to single o~t, in particular, the work of the National 'Jmmission
on Nuclear 2nergy (CNEN), the co-ordinating body for nuclear aotivities in Brazil,
under the Prt'sidency of the Republic, responsible to the political branoh of
Government, the synthesis of all the powers and of the will of the nation.

Created in 1965, during the Juscelino Kubistchek Administration, CHIN w~ks

through the Institute for Energy and Nuclear Research at sio Paulo and the
Institutes of Nuclear Engineering and of Radioprotection and Dos~~try at aio de
Janeiro.

The self-sacrificing administrators, soientists and researchers of CNRN are
largely responsible for the progress made in developing nuclear materials in
research on reactors, in applioations of nuclear techniques and in the training of
human resources. In its more than 30 years of exislence, CHEN has beon achieving
results such as the pro~uction of radio-isotopes for use in medicine, the mastering
of technologies for the production of fluorine, teflon and berryllium, and the
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improvement of trade in p&rishable goods, with the first exports of irradiated
foodstuffs. Moreover, speoial alloys of monel and inoon8l and oompounds and alloys
of ziroon were developed, in addition to radiation deteotors and assooiated
eleotronios.

The results aOhieved to date would not have been possible, however, without
the antive partioipation of the Brazilian aoademio oommunity and private national
industry. Prom our universities and training oentres oame the men who~e talent and
determination made the Brazilian nuolear programme viable. National indultry, for
its part, played a oreative and irreplaoeable role in the development of the
material and equipment that were indispensable for the programme.

It is equally fitting for us at this solemn moment to pay t~ibute to th0ge ~n

the past whose foresight and pioneer spirit provided the original stimulus fOI; the
Brazilian programme. Among them atando out ~~e figure of Ad.iral Alvaro Alberto,
who in tho 1950s was responsible for the purohase of the first ultraoentrifugal
maohines for enriching uranium. The initiative of Admiral Alvaro Alberto wef.1t no
further for a series of reaoono linked to the climate in whioh the debate on the
utilization of nuolear energy was being oarried on both internation&lly and within
Brazil itself. His maohines were deaotivat~', but hl~ ideae remained alive. We
are now aocomplishing what the pioneer vision of Alvaro Alberto foresaw 30 years
ago. He and all those who worked with him deserve the gratitude of Brazilian
society.

Paithfully intdrpreting the most legitimate aspllations of our oommunity, my
Administra~ion is committed to ::he soientUi(J and teohnologioal development of
Brazil. We have given our support to researOh by inoreasing th9 resouroes set
aside for soientifio institutions and the prof"ssional training of relearohere and
by enlarging the soholarship programme. This researoh has not been oarried out for
its own sake, but as an essential part of a projeot that ha~ as its objeotive the
oreation of a modern oountry, definad by the beet standards of sooial justioe.

Today, ooienoe and teohnology are neoessary elements for any devolopment
pr~.. "anune. -rhe aoceleration in the thythm of gfowt',h. the guarantee of
international oompetitiveness for our produces, the definition of solutions
oompntible with progress, the ability to absorb the moot modern advanoes of mankind
and the broadening of the forms of exohange between Brazil and the rest of the
world are facets of the modernization of a oountry that will rest on solid pilla~8

if we have well-founded oonditions for growth in science and te~hnology. It is a
modern oountry that I envision, it is a oountry without profound inequalities.
without poverty, without misery, distinguished b~ ~ tru0 sense of oommunity.

It is for this roason that 1 have tried to give governmGlt support, in a
praotioal way, to orazilian endeavours in the field of soientifio and teohnological
innovation. Some notable results have been obtained, but the road still to be
travelled is a very long one. As we oompare the &razilian situation wit~ that of
the developed nations, we QrQ made vividly aware that the way is a diffioult one,
and that it will have to be opened up with our own efforts. But, with tenaoity, we
are now entering the rather limited roster of countries that have mastered the
state-of-the-art technologies.

/ .., .
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Thia achievement should stimulate the scientific c~mmunity to an increa.in~ly
~road and intense interohange with the advanced oentres of scientific production.
It should luad to oreat ive ao-operation with countries 1ike ours in t.he developinv
war ld thAt: know as well aa we do that proqre8s And development oa"not be aohieved
without the support of Bolenae and technology.

The announ~.luOnt I make today, besideu itu special aignif1uance of sucoe•• 1n
the nuclear area, ia thuM a symbol of the oapacity of thA Brazilian aaientiat, hi.
determination, his oompetenoe, a ~~mbol of the qnshake.ble calling of Bra.il to be
modern.

Nuclear energy should allo have a positive impact on Brazilian foreivn
polioy. It wtll have to open the doo~ to international oo-opsration, .a, moreav."
it has already done in relation to 80me friendly nations. The new aohieve..nt.
should rightfully reinforce the lIleaning of oo-operatioia. And here, I would Iik" to
make particuIu' mention of the productive Avenues fOf C/O-operation optIned up
between Brillil and Argentina, a country that haa alao, since 1983, ...atered the
enrichment of u~anlu~ The technological advancea of Brazil and Argentlna a~ the
exo~llent level 01 relationa between the two oountrie.. _de it po.sible t.l,)

establish machinery for ao-operation in the field of nuclear energy. with. ranve
and profundity perhaps without international procedent. I am poaitive that this
co-operation will bear real fruit to tho benefit of our two countri•• and Latin
American inteqration 01 a whole.

Bl'azU has accepted the ahallenca.a of "'lIterin9 teahnolagiell. Thi. year we
hod the opportunity of announoing the national advanoe" 1n the field of
superoonductors. In th~ areao ot informat,ioa. biotechnology, .pace .oianc. and
other Bonftitive fields, wo are engaged with our lIOientilltu in openinQ the door. to
the futurfl.

8razil oannot ronounoe ita vWh 9re~t de.tiny.

1 had the oooasion to affirm - and today reatth'aD - that the naUona of the
future are separated into two well-defined aamplu thog. uouratr i •• whioh .ater
toohnologies and those aountriu8 coodemed t.o t.ahnol~ioal glavers'.

Drazil has vreat rOlerveM of uranium and other radioaotive minerall. Nuolear
enorgy, in tho tutur. as in tho present, will be on8 of thG .)lIt important market,
in the industrial world. Wo muat prepare ouraelYe. to ~r:tialpate in it by
oreating toohnologies, produoinq reautOl'8, 8011in9 OOlWullt ibloll, in short., 8e.ki~,

on an equal footing wi th other countd811, to opon up mtw hol' honll and to (Jre.tu
national woalth in oa:dQI' to improve our people's utandard of livi~.

This oeremony domonutratom tho opennalll of tho Government, ita dQII1ro to keep
the 11at1on informnd, as 0:\0 of the a8peotu of the roaffh:mation of UUI:' purpoue8,
without res~rvationo or uQOrot~.

To ohow the capability, o81f-uaorif1ac ana a0Rt)otol100 01' tho men who worked on
thio projoot, Duffioe it to say the v.ry low coat of tho proqrcmoe d~nutrat.1 the
efficiency and produotivity of tho roaoaroh.
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In eiCjlht. years, oruz~do expenditures anouuted to the eqUivalent of
sua 37,392,000.

This week we are oelebratin9 the week of the fatherland. the progreqs we have
made in independently and sovereignly mastering the ~rooosS of enriching uranium
reassures all of us in the conviction and oertainty of progress for our nation,
which has a great destiny, a destiny of peace, of co-oporation, of fraternal
existenoe with other nations and of partioipation in the world of the f~ture.

We par tribute, thereforo, to our scientisto with our gratitude, and we renew
our faith n our ara~il.


