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OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 4 December 1986, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Third Committee, decided to defer until its forty-second
session consideration of the following draft resolution~

International procedures f~~_~~e protection of_~f~2ee!

The General Assembly,

Deeply concerned by the plight of refugees in all parts of the world and
in particular by the fact that traditional solutions to refugee problems,
namely, VOluntary repatriation, regional integration or resettlement in third
countries, are still out of reach for a great number of refugees,

Wishing to establish a set of procedures providing for an orderly
management of the flows of refugees,

Recognizing that the care for and the interest of the individual refugee
must at all times be the primary concern,

Believing that the aChievement of durable solutions to the problems
facing refugees should be based on the following guiding principles in that
order of priority:

(a) Voluntary repatriation,

(b) Reqional inteqration,
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(e) Resetttement olltside the reqion,

it beinq understood that the order of Pril)rity may vary accordlnq to the
Cl}nCrete circumstances,

Apprecidting the burden that, according to theso principles, falls upon
the countri.PI (ot a reqion that may be eXpOsed to heavy flows of refugees,

EmEhaeizlnq, therefore, the need to compensate those countries to the
maximum extent possible through international 8ssiFltance proqrantnes, includinq
th~ flnancinq of the eat3blishment and administration of reqional United
Nat ions process inq centres,

Realizing alllo the need to establish a global United ~ations scheme for
receivlnq those refuqee. who cannot be repatriated or inteqrated on a reqional
b"sis,

Taking in~o account the views expreased during the dehate on the report
of the united ~.tion8 Hiqh Commissioner for Refugees,

1. llli!! all State. to contribute to internation~l aSBistance
progranvnes, particularly in those countries most affected by heavy flows of
re~uqees)

2. Requests the Secretary~Generat, in co-operation with the Office of
the IJnited Nations Higl1 eonvnissioner for Refuqees, to draw up a report
eva tuat inq the costs involved in setting up a sufficient number ()f Un! ted
Nations refuq.e~processinq centres to deal with the existing flows of refuqees
'3nd incHcatinq the nun'ber of refugees th.lt ~ach State Member of the United
Na~ionB, according to its population, popuLation denBity and qroBs national
product, might be able to receive)

3. Fur ther reg~ the Secretary-Genera t to submi t that r:ep.)r t tl)
Member States invitinq their comments, includinq commentij as to how many
rdllgeeS reqistered by the Office of the High Commissioner e,lch Member State
is willinq to receive on an annual basis)

4. Decides to take up this matter on the basiA of the report of the
Secretary-General durinq the forty-second session of the General Assembly in
connection with the report of the United ~ation6 High COn11\issioner for
Retuqees.


