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QUESTION OF THE REALIZATION IN ALL COUNTRIES OF THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL RIGHTS CONTAINED IN THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
IN THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS, AND 
STUDY OF SPECIAL PROBLEMS WHICH THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FACE IN THEIR EFFORTS 
TO ACHIEVE THESE ITOMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING: PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RIGHT TO 
ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING; FOREIGN DEBT, ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT 
POLICIES AND THEIR EFFECTS ON THE FULL ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND, IN 
PARTICULAR, ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE RIGHT TO 
DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 7) (continued) (E/CN.4/1992/9; E/CN.4/1992/NGO/3; 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/17) 

QUESTION OF THE REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 8) 
(continued) (E/CN.4/1992/10) 

STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS (agenda item 15) 
(continued) (E/CN.4/1992/61; E/C. 12/1988/1; CCPR/C/2/Rev.2; A/46/393) 

EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF BODIES ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO UNITED NATIONS 
HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS (agenda item 16) (continued) (E/CN.4/1992/44; 
E/CN.4/1992/NG0/7; A/46/503, 650 and 668) 

1. Mr. CHABALA (Zambia), speaking on agenda items 7 and 8, stressed the 
interdependence of human rights as an e s s e n t i a l factor i n the r e a l i z a t i o n 
of human r i g h t s , as indicated i n the reports before the Commission, and the 
fac t that those r i g h t s could not be made e f f e c t i v e without a favourable 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l climate. That was consistent with a r t i c l e 28 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, paragraph 19 of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the e f f e c t i v e implementation of the Declaration on the 
Right to Development (E/CN.4/1992/10) and paragraph 206 of the report of 
Mr. Turk, Special Rapporteur on the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/17). 

2. Both reports expressed the hope that the recent favourable i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
climate, which had fostered the process of democratization and c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , would also have a p o s i t i v e influence on economic, s o c i a l 
and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . His delegation appealed to the developed countries to 
demonstrate the necessary p o l i t i c a l w i l l to f a c i l i t a t e the r e a l i z a t i o n of 
those r i g h t s i n the developing countries. 

3. I t also believed that the ri g h t to development could benefit from the 
democratization of the p r e v a i l i n g system of in t e r n a t i o n a l economic r e l a t i o n s . 
By h i g h l i g h t i n g the need for a favourable economic order, h i s delegation did 
not intend to j u s t i f y the non-fulfilment of States' obligations to r e a l i z e 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l rights and to implement the r i g h t to development 
at the domestic l e v e l . In that regard, the role of national i n i t i a t i v e s was 
c r i t i c a l , e s p e c i a l l y popular and democratic p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the development 
process, which was indispensable. 

4. Guaranteed property r i g h t s favoured development and the u t i l i z a t i o n of 
human resources, and, as indicated i n the preliminary report on the r i g h t of 
ownership (E/CN.4/1992/9), that r i g h t might foster the widespread enjoyment 
of other human rights and the attainment of the goal of economic and s o c i a l 
development (para. 52). The ri g h t of access to property was p a r t i c u l a r l y 
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relevant to women i n developing countries, who were the major producers of 
food but often d i d not enjoy access to property and were therefore prevented 
from p a r t i c i p a t i n g f u l l y i n national l i f e , becoming integrated into the 
development process and improving t h e i r status i n society. The advancement 
of women to a p o s i t i o n of p a r i t y with men was a moral guestion and an end i n 
i t s e l f , and a matter of i n t e r e s t to society as a whole. Those issues lent 
urgency to the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of A l l 
Forms of Discrimination against Women by the States p a r t i e s and highlighted 
the need f o r Governments that had not yet done so to r a t i f y i t . 

5. The Special Rapporteur on the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , Mr. Turk, had dealt comprehensively with the impact of 
s t r u c t u r a l adjustment on the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s , and Zambia supported the analysis, conclusions and recommendations 
contained i n the report (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/17). I t was obvious that 
s t r u c t u r a l adjustment continued to have a s i g n i f i c a n t adverse impact on 
the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s i n terms both of 
people's a b i l i t y to exercise those rights and of Governments' capacity to 
f u l f i l and implement them. In addition, human ri g h t s concerns continued 
to be conspicuously underestimated i n the adjustment process (para. 195). 
It was also imperative to ensure the i n c l u s i o n i n adjustment programmes of 
poverty a l l e v i a t i o n and other measures aimed at protecting vulnerable and 
disadvantaged groups, notably the poor, women and chi l d r e n , who continued 
to bear the brunt of the negative impact of adjustment, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
s\ib-Saharan A f r i c a and L a t i n America (para. 200). Another appealing 
recommendation was that a u n i f i e d approach to adjustment was imperative within 
the United Nations system (para. 198), incl u d i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. In 
that connection, h i s delegation supported the suggestion that there should be 
more d i r e c t cooperation between United Nations human ri g h t s bodies and the 
in t e r n a t i o n a l economic and f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s (paras. 230 and 232). 
F i n a l l y , h i s delegation supported the recommendation to reguest the 
Secretary-General to organize a seminar to consider the question of 
appropriate i n d i c a t o r s . 

6. Mr. MEZZALAMA ( I t a l y ) , speaking on agenda items 15 and 16, sa i d 
that the gradual increase i n the number of States acceding to or r a t i f y i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l human rights instrvmients was very encouraging, for i t proved 
that States were aware of the value of such instruments i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
order. I t was thus c r u c i a l for the United Nations, e s p e c i a l l y the Centre 
for Human Rights at Geneva, to continue to help States that had not yet 
acceded to the Covenants to overcome the d i f f i c u l t i e s they had i n doing so. 
Nevertheless, a State that had not acceded to the Covenants could not consider 
i t s e l f as exempt from respecting u n i v e r s a l l y protected r i g h t s , i n view of the 
changes observed since the dissemination of the Covenants and other human 
rig h t s instriunents and the development of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law as i t affected 
i n d i v i d u a l s . 

7. At the current time, i n t e r n a t i o n a l law protected the i n d i v i d u a l as such, 
independently of his or her n a t i o n a l i t y , and i t was noted that no State could 
i n p r a c t i c e a f f o r d to f a i l to respect hviman rights under the pretext that i t 
had not formally acceded to human rights instruments. According to a process 
that had become a constant i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l system, conventions 
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governing the general i n t e r e s t s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and States 
tended to become customary, and therefore u n i v e r s a l , r u l e s , and that 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y true i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s , the defence of which 
was considered a matter of p r i o r i t y by the community of States. The 
obligat o r y nature of the system for protection of human ri g h t s as well as 
i t s u n i v e r s a l i t y allowed no State to allege s o - c a l l e d interference i n i t s 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s i n order to avoid implementing the p r i n c i p l e s of that system. 

8. In the l i g h t of those considerations, h i s delegation believed that 
e f f o r t s should continue, on the one hand to increase the number of accessions 
to the International Covenants and on the other to ensure that States would be 
f u l l y aware that the fundamental rules i n the f i e l d of human rights e n t a i l e d 
both r i g h t s and o b l i g a t i o n s , independently of e x p l i c i t acceptance of the 
Covenants. 

9. A consideration of the status of the International Covenants could not 
be complete without a reference to the functioning of the treaty-monitoring 
bodies, which were t h e i r operational arm and played a c e n t r a l supervisory 
r o l e , i n the absence of a l e g a l organ competent i n the area of human rights 
v i o l a t i o n s . In that connection, an i n t e r n a t i o n a l high court of human rights 
should eventually be established, based on the European Court of Human Rights, 
which had been operating for years. His delegation believed that the 
treaty-body mechanism, which had had several gaps, had improved considerably, 
and remarkable progress had been made, i n p a r t i c u l a r i n the framework of the 
Human Rights Committee which had made some changes i n i t s working methods to 
improve i t s e f f i c i e n c y . The incr e a s i n g l y numerous accessions to the Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights opened 
up new perspectives i n the area of the Committee's decisions and p r a c t i c e . 

10. The growing coordination among the si x e x i s t i n g committees and the 
intro d u c t i o n of common guidelines for d r a f t i n g reports helped f a c i l i t a t e the 
task of the signatory States and the reading of reports, which could not f a i l 
to be productive on the whole. F i n a l l y , the introduction of word processing, 
which appeared imminent, would make i t possible further to s i m p l i f y and 
modernize working methods and to re f i n e a mechanism that was one of the 
p i l l a r s of the impressive l e g a l e d i f i c e for the protection of human r i g h t s . 

11. Mr. NASSERI (Islamic Republic of Iran) said that the r i g h t to development 
represented a q u a l i t a t i v e l y higher l e v e l of understanding of the concept of 
s o c i a l progress, which encompassed a l l f i e l d s of human l i f e . Although the 
importance of the subject could hardly be overemphasized, i t had f a l l e n 
v i c t i m to the s e l f - s e r v i n g i d e o l o g i c a l r h e t o r i c of the cold war protagonists. 
However, there now seemed to e x i s t a favourable climate for objective, 
forward-looking and action-oriented discussions. In the past, the r i g h t to 
development had been misused and manipulated by an inherently i n e f f e c t u a l 
system to camouflage i t s i n t e r n a l i n s t i t u t i o n a l shortcomings. 

12. The current vendetta against the legitimacy of the r i g h t to development 
was based on a f a l s e argument: which came f i r s t , democracy or development? 
That argument was f a l l a c i o u s , for respect for human ri g h t s was inseparable 
from development: the attainment of either depended on and strengthened the 
other. Genuine development, or o v e r a l l upward movement across society, was 
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an e s s e n t i a l reguirement for meaningful popular p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n and 
genuine observance of human r i g h t s . That was a dynamic process based on 
constant i n t e r a c t i o n among i t s various constituents. 

13. However, what now begged a s a t i s f a c t o r y and convincing explanation was 
the f a c t that although most countries followed economic p o l i c i e s based on 
market forces, the attainment of development seemed to be out of reach. Many 
developing countries had adopted s t r u c t u r a l adjustment p o l i c i e s , improved 
t h e i r management and combated i n t e r n a l corruption, despite which t h e i r 
development was arrested. A good number of those countries had opted for the 
free-market panacea, only to be d i s i l l u s i o n e d by an unfavourable external 
environment. In addition, the trade, f i n a n c i a l and monetary p o l i c i e s of the 
developed countries were considered to be responsible for the poor economic 
performance of the developing world at large. I t was now recognized that 
sustainable development for most of the world would be attained only through 
a major overhaul i n macroeconomic p o l i c i e s at the world l e v e l . 

14. I t went without saying that the major r e s p o n s i b i l i t y rested with the 
developed countries. The developing countries were not looking for hand-outs, 
however, but f a i r play i n the world economy, for competition, the basis of 
the market economy, was e f f e c t i v e l y hampered by the ever-growing burden of 
protectionism. Reversal of protective trade p o l i c i e s and removal of obstacles 
to the transf e r of technology were among the p r i o r i t y areas of needed action. 

15. Discussion i n the Commission on the r i g h t to development d i d not need 
to involve d e t a i l e d economic analysis. Presentation to the Commission of 
well-researched economic studies and analyses by such competent organs as 
UNCTAD could provide i t with the needed information. What was incumbent on 
the Commission was to recognize the r i g h t to development as a fundamental 
r i g h t and to work towards r e f i n i n g the content of the r i g h t and the 
obli g a t i o n s i t should imply. Its p o l i c y might be two-pronged: f i r s t , to 
devise and codify an appropriate instrument governing the observance of 
general p r i n c i p l e s applicable to the r i g h t to development, and second, to 
devise and elaborate the p r a c t i c a l ways and means to ensure accession. On 
that basis, the guestion of the r i g h t to development as a Ьгдтап r i g h t deserved 
to remain on the Commission's agenda with a view to a deeper analysis, and i t 
should also be placed on the agenda of the 1993 World Conference on Нгдтап 
Rights. 

16. Mr. PRAKASH SHAH (India), speaking on agenda items 7 and 8, congratulated 
the Secretary-General for properly focusing the debate on the r i g h t to 
development i n h i s report on the e f f e c t i v e implementation of the Declaration 
on the Right to Development (E/CN.4/1992/10), by s t a t i n g that the r i g h t to 
development was a r i g h t that ensured respect for a l l fundamental r i g h t s , 
whether economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l or c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l . The conclusions 
and recommendations set out i n the report would give the Commission and other 
United Nations bodies a basis for taking s p e c i f i c decisions. 

17. At a time when the Western world was becoming Eurocentric and concerned 
p r i m a r i l y with m i l i t a r y aspects of security, i t was p a r t i c u l a r l y opportune for 
the Commission to emphasize the importance of development for the promotion of 
hviman r i g h t s everywhere. To h i s delegation, development had to enable Ьгдтап 
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beings to lead l i v e s of d i g n i t y and f u l f i l m e n t ; i t was a process achieved 
through the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the people and i t s f i r s t objective must be to 
end poverty, produce productive employment and s a t i s f y people's basic needs. 
Development presupposed a democratic structure of government, support f o r 
i n d i v i d u a l freedoms and a system of j u s t i c e that protected a l l people from 
actions inconsistent with laws that were known and p u b l i c l y accepted. 

18. The t r a d i t i o n a l approach to human rights had been to consider separately 
c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s on the one hand and economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s on the other. However, true development required the recognition that 
a l l human ri g h t s were inseparable from each other and that development was 
inseparable from hximan r i g h t s and the rule of law. His delegation underlined 
the importance of the r i g h t to development, not for j u s t i f y i n g any curtailment 
of r i g h t s , but to recognize that human beings had the r i g h t to a l i f e of 
decency and d i g n i t y . How meaningful could democracy be i f i t could not meet 
hxunan beings' food, s h e l t e r , health, l i t e r a c y and employment needs? How long 
could democracy survive and how e f f e c t i v e was the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t to free 
expression i f a human being had neither the time nor the physi c a l or mental 
strength to exercise those rights? 

19. There were those who argued that the r i g h t to development had no le g a l 
foundation. India considered the Declaration on the Right to Development 
to be one of the most important i n i t i a t i v e s of the United Nations towards 
innovative c o d i f i c a t i o n , since i t provided that e s s e n t i a l r i g h t with l e g a l 
recognition. At the national l e v e l , development was an o b l i g a t i o n of 
Governments, not only towards society, but also towards i n d i v i d u a l s . Those 
who would wish to use United Nations bodies to ensure the enjoyment of c i v i l 
and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s by a l l persons everywhere had a corresponding de facto 
duty to create conditions and provide assistance to those countries and 
peoples whose r i g h t to food, shelter and education was not yet f u l f i l l e d . 
There was no point i n creating new machinery for humanitarian intervention or 
punishing countries which d i d not have the necessary economic conditions for 
enjoyment of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s by t h e i r people i f the United Nations 
or i t s r i c h e r Members were not prepared to improve the external economic 
environment or provide the necessary f i n a n c i a l resources or access to the 
markets needed to create conditions for development. The United Nations and 
the Commission on Human Rights could not confine themselves to monitoring 
observance of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l rights while ignoring action on economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . 

20. I t was i n that context that his delegation supported some of 
the recommendations contained i n the Secretary-General's concrete 
proposals (E/CN.4/1992/10), i n p a r t i c u l a r the idea of appointing a 
hi g h - l e v e l committee of independent experts i n the f i e l d of human rights 
and development to report annually to the General Assembly on progress made i n 
the implementation of the Declaration on the Right to Development (para. 67). 
It was time to move forward from declaratory aspects to standard-setting 
and concrete action. His delegation stressed the importance of d i s t r i b u t i n g 
the Declaration widely i n as many languages as possible, together with 
explanations and commentary accessible to the general p u b l i c . Although i t 
r e a l i z e d that i n t e r n a t i o n a l action was not a substitute for action at the 
national l e v e l , India believed that i t was an e s s e n t i a l complement to national 
e f f o r t s and that both types of action were necessary. 
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21. Mr. PINTA GAMA ( B r a z i l ) said that h i s delegation was in t e r e s t e d by 
the documents sxxbmitted to the Commission under agenda items 7 and 8, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the preliminary conclusions submitted by the Special Rapporteur, 
Mr. Turk (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/17, paras. 229-236), and the report of the 
Secretary-General (E/CN.4/1992/10). Discussions on the r i g h t to development 
since 1986 had high l i g h t e d the interdependence and i n d i v i s i b i l i t y of human 
rig h t s and the consequences of the lack of e f f e c t i v e achievement of economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s on the enjoyment of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . 
Reference should perhaps be made to the r e l a t i o n s h i p between i l l i t e r a c y and 
freedom of expression, between the r i g h t to a h e a l t h f u l d i e t and the r i g h t to 
l i f e , between the r i g h t to proper housing and the r i g h t to privacy, between 
health and freedom of movement. 

22. His delegation hoped that the role of i n t e r n a t i o n a l cooperation i n the 
f i e l d of human rights would be strengthened at the World Conference on Human 
Rights, whose discussions should, i n i t s opinion, focus on the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between human r i g h t s , democracy and development and on the need to consider 
the viewpoint of the developing countries, which were making every e f f o r t 
to improve t h e i r p l u r a l i s t i c and democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s despite d i f f i c u l t i e s 
of a l l kinds. The question of the r i g h t to development should not be a point 
of d i f f e r e n c e between the countries of the North and the South, but should 
rather serve as an area of agreement between countries with d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s 
of development, eager to work co n s t r u c t i v e l y towards the pro t e c t i o n and 
promotion of human r i g h t s . B r a z i l was convinced that the new atmosphere 
i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s should foster progress to that end. 

23. Defence of the r i g h t to development should i n no case hinder the 
examination of v i o l a t i o n s of i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms, 
the p r o t e c t i o n of which was the very essence of the Commission's supervisory 
r o l e . The r i g h t to development must be considered i n s p e c i f i c contexts where 
s o c i a l and economic conditions had a p a r t i c u l a r l y negative impact on the 
enforcement, teaching and knowledge of hvtman r i g h t s . In L a t i n America, for 
example, s t r u c t u r a l problems a f f e c t i n g most countries had a strong influence 
on the financing of State programmes i n e s s e n t i a l sectors such as education, 
health and housing, the lack of effectiveness of the p o l i c e and j u d i c i a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s and the increase i n crime. I t could not be denied that 
Governments were faced with a set of adverse s o c i a l and economic conditions i n 
the domestic sphere that fostered v i o l a t i o n s of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. His delegation hoped that the Commission, at i t s f o r t y - e i g h t h 
session, would c a r e f u l l y examine the problems besetting the s o c i e t i e s of the 
developing countries with democratic systems. From that perspective, h i s 
delegation would be submitting proposals on the strengthening of the rule of 
law i n the framework of agenda item 11. 

24. Mr. Nasseri (Islamic Republic of Iran) took the Chair. 

25. Mr. MBARUSHIMANA (Observer for Rwanda), speaking on agenda items 7, 8 
and 15, s a i d that when Rwanda had r a t i f i e d the two International Covenants 
on Human Rights, i t had pledged to respect s t r i c t l y a l l the obligations 
they e n t a i l e d , as witnessed by the pe r i o d i c reports i t siibmitted regularly, 
r e f l e c t i n g the Government's e f f o r t s to promote and protect a l l human r i g h t s . 
The enforcement of human r i g h t s , the rule of law and democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s 
were e s s e n t i a l for e s t a b l i s h i n g a propitious environment f o r improving the 
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welfare of the people of any country by permitting free expression of opinions 
and a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the development process. Against that background 
Rwanda had i n June 1991 provided i t s e l f with a new C o n s t i t u t i o n enshrining a 
multi-party system, based on the l o f t y p r i n c i p l e s set f o r t h i n the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

26. To h i s delegation, e f f e c t i v e enjoyment of c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , which formed an i n d i v i s i b l e whole, presupposed 
that every human being had enough to eat, was i n good health, and had decent 
housing and access to drinking water, i . e . , that everyone enjoyed a l l the 
basic r i g h t s e s s e n t i a l f o r a minimum of well-being. In short, f u l l enjoyment 
of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s was impossible without enjoyment of economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . For that reason, the Rwandese Government had 
always aimed at implementing economic and s o c i a l development p o l i c i e s that 
focused c h i e f l y on the objective of food s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y and health care 
for a l l . Yet those p o l i c i e s had not yet produced the desired r e s u l t s , for 
Rwanda, despite s t r i c t management of i t s economy and foreign aid, had been h i t 
by a world economic c r i s i s characterized by a constant d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n the 
terms of trade, the collapse i n the prices of raw materials (tea and coffee) 
and an increase i n the burden of external debt. 

27. In that connection, h i s delegation f u l l y subscribed to the various 
observations and conclusions on the consideration of the r i g h t to development 
i n economic and s o c i a l development strategies and programmes and the obstacles 
hampering the e f f e c t i v e implementation of that r i g h t . In i t s opinion, at the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , economic p o l i c i e s should be adopted to reduce the gap 
between the economically developed countries and the les s developed countries 
by ushering i n a f a i r e r and more equitable world economic order, which would 
provide remunerative and stable prices for commodities, free access to 
commodities on the world market, greater f l e x i b i l i t y i n the machinery for 
s e t t l i n g the debt problem and more active s o l i d a r i t y i n the framework of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l cooperation for development. At the national l e v e l , the process 
of p o l i t i c a l democratization and economic l i b e r a l i s m had come to Rwanda, which 
i n November 1990 had adopted a broad-ranging s t r u c t u r a l adjustment programme. 
That programme was being implemented to the s a t i s f a c t i o n of a l l p a r t i e s 
concerned, and the Rwandese Government paid a t r i b u t e to a l l i t s b i l a t e r a l 
and m u l t i l a t e r a l partners for t h e i r support. 

28. However, h i s delegation wished to draw the Commission's attention to 
the persistence of the war imposed on h i s country since 1 October 1990 from 
Uganda, which risked s e r i o u s l y jeopardizing the implementation of that 
programme, owing to the extensive material damage i t involved and to the 
c l o s i n g of the Mombasa-Kigali road, which had been used for a l l Rwandese 
exports and imports. Rwanda appealed to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to help 
i t obtain the reopening of that northern c o r r i d o r , the c l o s i n g of which could 
completely s t i f l e the Rwandese economy and cause the s t r u c t u r a l adjustment 
programme to f a i l despite i t s promise. He hoped that the Commission would 
condemn the murderous aggression against the people of Rwanda, i n conformity 
with i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1991/29 of 5 March 1991. 

29. In the framework of the democratization process under way, Rwanda 
had elaborated a new Co n s t i t u t i o n enshrining the multi-party system, 
and 12 p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s had already been authorized and were i n operation. 
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In the near future the country would be holding l o c a l , l e g i s l a t i v e and 
p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s which would be free and democratic, and Rwanda 
i n v i t e d the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to lend i t assistance i n organizing 
and supervising the voting, the transparency of which the Rwandese Government 
was determined to guarantee. 

30. Mar. PIERRE (Observer, Holy See), r e f e r r i n g to agenda item 8, said that 
the a f f i r m a t i o n of the r i g h t to development, l i k e that of the other human 
ri g h t s , helped to r a i s e awareness, assess the often t r a g i c conditions under 
which a large portion of hximanity was s t i l l l i v i n g and indic a t e that that 
r i g h t involved a duty. The Holy See was following with i n t e r e s t the studies 
on the question of development within the Commission i t s e l f and i n the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of M i n o r i t i e s , 
for they met i t s concern for the promotion of the d i g n i t y of a l l i n d i v i d u a l s 
and a l l human communities. 

31. As a contribution to the Commission's e f f o r t s to study the nature 
and content of the r i g h t to development, h i s delegation was pl a c i n g at i t s 
disposal a study containing the main positions of the Popes on the subject for 
the l a s t 30 years. The p r i n c i p l e s on which they were founded were the basic 
unity of o r i g i n and common destiny of the human family, the eq u a l i t y with 
d i g n i t y among a l l persons and communities, the universal d e s t i n a t i o n of the 
goods of the earth and the comprehensiveness of the concept of development, 
which must include growth towards a worthier l i f e . The human person was at 
the heart of development and must p a r t i c i p a t e f r e e l y i n i t . F i n a l l y , a f f l u e n t 
persons and peoples had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to show s o l i d a r i t y with the 
disadvantaged. 

32. That r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was f i r s t and foremost incumbent on the national 
a u t h o r i t i e s : they should promote the family, f o s t e r p a r t i c i p a t i o n and promote 
democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s and respect for a l l c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . But 
that was not enough, for s o c i e t i e s that respected only c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s often displayed d i s t r e s s i n g signs of poverty, d e s t i t u t i o n and 
marginalization a f f e c t i n g large segments of the population. International 
cooperation should also be encouraged, i n order f o r there to be a genuine 
sharing at a l l l e v e l s : r e l a t i o n s between r i c h and poor countries could not 
be guided by c r i t e r i a of economic p r o f i t a b i l i t y alone, but by considerations 
of s o c i a l j u s t i c e which should enter into the trade, monetary and f i n a n c i a l 
spheres of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l system. A new q u a l i t y of interdependence based 
on dialogue was reguired, with s p e c i a l attention to the e t h i c a l aspects of 
economic questions, as i n the case of external indebtedness. F i n a l l y , genuine 
development could not take place without an e c o l o g i c a l balance, for 
overconsumption could also lead to extreme poverty. 

33. The r i g h t to development was a moral concept which was awaiting i t s f u l l 
l e g a l expression. The Commission on Human Rights could and must look into the 
guestion of the extent of the s o c i a l dimension of a human r i g h t and the 
content of the r i g h t to development. Other bodies would deal with the 
concrete implementation of that r i g h t by proposing appropriate p o l i c i e s and 
programmes to Governments, and the Catholic Church would lend i t s contribution 
to such an endeavour. 
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34. Mr. VELTHEIM (Observer for Finland), speaking on agenda items 15 and 16, 
said h i s delegation regretted that not a l l States had yet r a t i f i e d the 
International Covenants and other human ri g h t s instrvunents (conventions) and 
the supervisory mechanisms for implementing them, and i t believed that wide 
and democratic p a r t i c i p a t i o n at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l , regional and national 
l e v e l s was of v i t a l importance. In i t s view, i n t e r n a t i o n a l organizations. 
Governments and non-governmental organizations a l l had an important r o l e to 
play i n order to keep the r e a l i t y confronted by i n d i v i d u a l human beings as 
t h e i r main concern i n the implementation of the Covenants. 

35. Yet there were many problems rel a t e d to the implementation of the 
human ri g h t s instriunents, i n p a r t i c u l a r inadequacies i n national reporting and 
reports that were at times incomplete, inappropriate and abstract. Another 
grave problem concerned the financing of the treaty bodies, and i n Finland's 
view that burden should not be placed on the pa r t i e s to the treaty concerned. 
Other solutions should be found to enable the committees to operate, and 
i n that connection, h i s delegation emphasized the importance of the 
recommendations of the meetings of persons c h a i r i n g the human rights treaty 
bodies to ensure regular budget funding for a l l those committees. I t would 
also l i k e to stress the importance of the chairpersons' meetings i n general 
and i t hoped that they could be arranged r e g u l a r l y every other year. 

36. Further attention should be given to the p u b l i c a t i o n of concise and 
a n a l y t i c a l information on the del i b e r a t i o n s , guidelines, o v e r a l l procedure and 
substantive j u r i s d i c t i o n of the treaty bodies. That information should be 
widely d i s t r i b u t e d both i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y and n a t i o n a l l y , e s p e c i a l l y to the 
publ i c at large, and the role of the United Nations Information Centres and 
the national United Nations Associations should be emphasized i n that context. 

37. Regarding Finland's own experience, i t had for some years had an advisory 
board on i n t e r n a t i o n a l human rights questions working i n the context of the 
Mi n i s t r y of Foreign A f f a i r s , which through i t s work had strengthened i t s l i n k s 
with Parliament. A l l reports on the implementation of the human rights 
conventions would be published i n Finnish and English and made widely 
a v a i l a b l e . In addition, the f i n a l version of the reports contained comments 
and observations made during open hearings between the responsible Government 
o f f i c i a l s and representatives of d i f f e r e n t organizations and other interested 
c i r c l e s . That p r a c t i c e had proved worthwhile. 

38. In conclusion, h i s delegation would l i k e again to stress the excessive 
gap between the recognized importance of human rights a c t i v i t i e s under the 
Charter of the United Nations and the everyday r e a l i t y of the f i n a n c i a l means 
al l o c a t e d to t h e i r performance. The resources of the Centre for Human Rights 
needed to be increased. 

39. Mr. SWEPSTON (International Labour Organisation (ILO)) said he would 
speak on ILO action i n the area of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g hts and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the r e l a t i o n s h i p between human rights standards and the technical 
assistance a c t i v i t i e s provided by the United Nations system, which ILO had 
joined i n 1946. ILO's work i n that area took two approaches. F i r s t , there 
were the standard-setting and supervisory mechanisms: the 172 Conventions 
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adopted by ILO had received some 5,600 r a t i f i c a t i o n s , g i v i n g r i s e to the 
examination each year of some 2,000 reports by States and a d d i t i o n a l 
information submitted on them by ILO's non-governmental partners. 

40. The second basic t o o l of ILO was i t s programmes of t e c h n i c a l cooperation 
and assistance to member States, employers' and workers' organizations and 
other NGOs. ILO had taken s p e c i a l pains to ensure that the p r a c t i c a l 
assistance provided was c l o s e l y linked to the fundamental p r i n c i p l e s contained 
i n i t s C o n s t i t u t i o n , which was not a simple task; ILO's goal was to ensure 
that the t e c h n i c a l assistance i t provided was p r i n c i p a l l y oriented towards the 
implementation of the standards each country had r a t i f i e d and the creation of 
an environment which would allow Governments to implement Conventions they had 
not been able to r a t i f y . That cooperation must be provided i n an atmosphere 
of f u l l respect for the most fundamental r i g h t s protected by ILO standards, 
such as p r o t e c t i o n against d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , forced labour and c h i l d labour, 
p r o t e c t i o n of freedom of a s s o c i a t i o n and the r i g h t s of e s p e c i a l l y vulnerable 
groups such as women, chi l d r e n , migrant workers and indigenous and t r i b a l 
peoples. ILO's experience i n that f i e l d might prove useful to the rest of the 
United Nations system i n i t s discussions of the l i n k s between human rights and 
development, which would c e r t a i n l y be an important item on the agenda of the 
World Conference on Human Rights i n 1993. 

41. ILO cooperated a c t i v e l y with the United Nations treaty bodies established 
to supervise the implementation of human rights standards, e s p e c i a l l y 
regarding economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , by submitting information 
to the t r e a t y bodies on the r e s u l t s of ILO's own supervisory a c t i v i t i e s on 
relevant parts of reports by States and providing any other useful information 
at t h e i r reguest. ILO was i n discussion with the newly created Committee on 
the Rights of the C h i l d and was i n t e r e s t e d i n more active c o l l a b o r a t i o n with 
a l l the t r eaty bodies. If the d i f f e r e n t parts of the United Nations system 
which had adopted standards on s i m i l a r problems could combine t h e i r e f f o r t s , 
more uniform r e s u l t s would be achieved and the burden on the system i t s e l f and 
on Member States would be diminished. 

42. I t was true that human rights were i n d i v i s i b l e , and economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s should not be given lower p r i o r i t y than c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s . Many of the r i g h t s proclaimed i n the International Covenants on Human 
Rights and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights were addressed i n more 
d e t a i l e d fashion i n ILO Conventions and Recommendations. The obligations 
created under the ILO Conventions were of the same nature and gave r i s e to the 
same kinds of supervisory mechanisms and the same rights of employers' and 
workers' organizations to p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e i r supervision. 

43. Furthermore, most v i o l a t i o n s of human ri g h t s had a s i g n i f i c a n t economic 
and s o c i a l dimension. Discrimination was most often expressed through a 
denial of egual access to employment or to egual treatment i n the workplace. 
The worst abuses of c h i l d r e n often took the form of c h i l d labour, whether on 
small assembly l i n e s or i n c h i l d brothels or through c h i l d bonded labour. I t 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y important i n the current time of change that the fundamental 
ri g h t s of working people and of ordinary c i t i z e n s were not s a c r i f i c e d i n order 
to achieve p o l i t i c a l and economic goals. There was no contradication between 
respect for human rights which allowed people to conduct t h e i r economic and 
s o c i a l l i f e i n d i g n i t y and safety and those which allowed them to vote f r e e l y 
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and to combine for p o l i t i c a l purposes. Nor was there n e c e s s a r i l y a 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n between the demands of s t r u c t u r a l adjustment and the protection 
of fundamental himan r i g h t s . The f u l l examination of that subject was urgent 
and required a broadly based discussion which should include the f i n a n c i a l 
agencies of the United Nations system as well as the supervisory bodies. 

44. Mr. S o l t (Hungary) resumed the Chair. 

45. Mr. KIRKYACHARIAN (Movement against Racism and for Friendship among 
Peoples), r e f e r r i n g to agenda item 8, said that there was a l i n k between 
delayed development and the development of racism. Thus the term 
"underdevelopment" had been eliminated from o f f i c i a l documents out of 
fear of r a c i s t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . Although i n the United Nations and the 
non-governmental organizations working i n the f i e l d many experts were g i v i n g 
attention to those questions and e f f o r t s to r a i s e awareness were being made 
throughout the world, to such a point that i t could be termed a genuine 
m o b i l i z a t i o n for development, the problems were worsening, the gap was 
growing, and the r u i n of ever-increasing sectors of the t r a d i t i o n a l economy 
was f o r c i n g the masses to l i v e i n shanty towns. Perhaps too l i t t l e p o l i t i c a l 
thought had been given to the subject. F i n a n c i a l technique and economic 
proposals were no substitute for the assiunption of a genuine p o l i t i c a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

46. To respond to those who c r i t i c i z e d the very concept of the r i g h t to 
development i n the name of Locke's p r i n c i p l e s of l i b e r a l i s m and claimed that 
i t was s u f f i c i e n t to reproduce the work-and-freedom approach of the P i l g r i m 
Fathers, i t was quite i n s t r u c t i v e to look into the past of the West. In f a c t , 
the development of the United States of America had been of a c o l o n i a l type 
and had had the b e n e f i t of huge transfers of working people, f i r s t from 
A f r i c a , then, i n the nineteenth century, from Europe. The other two Powers 
that had been a symbol of development, imperial Germany and Japan i n the M e i j i 
era, were not very representative of John Locke's philosophy of l i b e r a l i s m . 

47. Although the current period was quite d i f f e r e n t i n every way, the concept 
of t r a n s f e r had remained t o p i c a l . Currently, instead of t r a n s f e r s of labour, 
resources, etc., from the more developed to the less developed countries, the 
opposite was happening, quite paradoxically: a very high p o r t i o n of material 
resources ( a g r i c u l t u r a l and mining raw materials) were sold at very low 
p r i c e s by the poor countries, and f i n a n c i a l resources were consumed by the 
reimbursement of the external debt. Such i n j u s t i c e ran a serious r i s k of 
provoking much more serious r e b e l l i o n s than that of the North American 
c o l o n i s t s against the r i s e i n the tax on tea. That was why the Movement 
against Racism and for Friendship among Peoples, together with a large number 
of other organizations, demanded the c a n c e l l a t i o n of the debt, not as a 
miracle cure, but because i t could give the s i g n a l for a complete change of 
p o l i c y . 

48. Sooner or l a t e r , thinking would have to be i n terms of genuine tr a n s f e r s , 
i . e . no longer i n terms of a i d to the poor, but i n terms of r e a l s o l i d a r i t y . 
I t was for the experts to look into which transfers were advisable and which 
measures should be taken as a matter of p r i o r i t y . But the p o l i t i c a l d e cision 
di d not l i e with them, e s p e c i a l l y as such a reversal would not f a i l to have an 
impact on the l i f e s t y l e s of the p r i v i l e g e d classes i n the wealthy countries. 
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The Movement against Racism and for Friendship among Peoples, l i k e ATD Fourth 
World, beli'eved that i t was urgent to r e a l i z e that the growing poverty 
throughout the world was not a marginal, but a s t r u c t u r a l , phenomenon, and 
that the causes of underdevelopment must be tackled before i t was too l a t e . 

49. Mr. KHOURI (Union of Arab J u r i s t s ) stated that the achievement of the 
objectives of the Charter of the United Nations reguired a search for peaceful 
solutions to i n t e r n a t i o n a l problems i n order to guarantee a l l peoples t h e i r 
legitimate r i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e i r r i g h t to self-determination and to 
development, for i t was the growing i n e g u a l i t y of the d i s t r i b u t i o n of income 
among and i n s i d e States that was the source of very serious human rights 
v i o l a t i o n s . However, the Gulf c r i s i s had not been s e t t l e d through peaceful 
means but through a war, unleashed at the i n s t i g a t i o n of the United States, 
which was seeking to extend i t s domination over most of the countries i n the 
region, that had brought about a further d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n human r i g h t s . The 
United States and i t s a l l i e s had gone well beyond the resolutions adopted by 
the Security Council, which provided for the use of force s o l e l y to oust Iraq 
from Kuwait; the a l l i e s had i n f a c t attempted to destroy Iraq's capacity for 
s u r v i v a l . For days on end, they had dropped thousands of bombs that had 
destroyed the country's e n t i r e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and k i l l e d or wounded thousands 
of people. Iraq, a c i v i l i z e d country with a r i c h culture, which had begun a 
development process, had suddenly found i t s e l f thrown several centuries back. 
After the war, the s i t u a t i o n of the I r a q i people had been aggravated by 
the continuation of the economic and food blockade against Irag. The 
representative of the Secretary-General, who had v i s i t e d Iraq i n 1991, 
had seen for himself the s u f f e r i n g endured by the I r a q i people. Since 
the imposition of the blockade, the infant mortality rate had increased 
by 400 per cent and the per capita c a l o r i e intake was h a l f the minimum set 
by WHO. Despite that alarming information, the United States was continuing 
to oppose the l i f t i n g of sanctions against Irag, thus depriving the I r a g i 
people of i t s economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h ts and i t s r i g h t to 
development. 

50. The Union of Arab J u r i s t s urged the Commission to demand that the embargo 
against Irag should be l i f t e d , that assistance should be given to the I r a q i 
people and that Iraq should be compensated for the damage i t had sustained as 
a r e s u l t of the non-observance by the United States and i t s a l l i e s of the 
Security Council resolutions and the Charter of the United Nations. In doing 
so the Commission would be demonstrating i t s s o l i d a r i t y with the I r a q i people 
and i t s sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , i n conformity with i t s mandate and i t s 
mission. 

51. Mrs. SLESZYNSKA ( C h r i s t i a n Democratic International) said that the 
problem of the developing countries' external debt was one of C h r i s t i a n 
Democratic International's main concerns, for i t was an obstacle to economic 
recovery and a cause of p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i l t y i n those countries. The 
Organización Demócrata C r i s t i a n a de America (ODCA) had noted i n a r e s o l u t i o n 
adopted at Caracas (Venezuela) on 1 February that the d e t e r i o r a t i o n of the 
economic s i t u a t i o n of the L a t i n American countries was due to the external 
debt, which had r i s e n to $428,636 b i l l i o n i n 1990, c a l l i n g into guestion the 
l e g a l i t y of the debt reimbursement. Thus ODCA had decided to apply to the 
United Nations and ask the International Court of J u s t i c e to rule on that 
question. C h r i s t i a n Democratic International endorsed ODCA's concerns and 
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appealed to a l l c r e d i t o r countries to give the developing countries of 
L a t i n America, As i a and A f r i c a p r e f e r e n t i a l treatment and even grant them new 
loans i n order to revive t h e i r economy, as some i n d u s t r i a l i z e d countries with 
a comprehensive and not merely economic v i s i o n of the problem had already 
done. Similar treatment should be given to the European countries that had 
recently freed themselves from communism. However, the developing countries 
themselves must also take measures to improve t h e i r economies, eliminate 
corruption and prevent the drain of c a p i t a l abroad. To that end, they must 
reduce t h e i r m i l i t a r y spending and t h e i r spending on prestige projects 
i l l - a d a p t e d to t h e i r c a pacities or market demand, and reform t h e i r tax systems 
i n order to recover part of the country's resources, c u r r e n t l y concentrated i n 
the hands of a few to the detriment of the majority. 

52. There was no doubt that achievement of the r i g h t to development would 
require greater e f f o r t s by the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d countries. However, i t must not 
be forgotten that that r i g h t was i n no way l i m i t e d to the r i g h t of the less 
wealthy States to receive a i d from the prosperous States; i t was also the 
r i g h t of peoples to demand from t h e i r leaders better management of the 
country's resources and an equitable d i s t r i b u t i o n of the national wealth. 
E f f i c i e n t and honest management aimed at intensive and r a t i o n a l use of the 
country's resources, together with a s t r i c t f i s c a l system and s o c i a l measures, 
was the only way to create t r u s t inside the country and give more c r e d i b i l i t y 
and legitimacy to appeals for greater i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y . 

53. Mr. DIENG (International Commission of J u r i s t s ) noted that, despite the 
adoption of the Declaration on the Right to Development and the establishment 
of the Committee on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights, the e f f e c t i v e 
enjoyment of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , e s p e c i a l l y i n the countries 
of the South, was s t i l l a dream. The p o l a r i z a t i o n of the world was 
i n t e n s i f y i n g , with i t s t r a i l of misfortunes a f f e c t i n g the impoverished masses 
and, at a time when there might f i n a l l y be a hope that mankind would be safe 
from nuclear destruction, the explosion of the "P" bomb - "P" for poverty - i n 
the words of Dom Helder Cámara, was t r a g i c a l l y imminent. But as the I r i s h 
poet Yeats had said, too long a s a c r i f i c e can turn the heart to stone, and 
that should not be forgotten. 

54. In recent years, the Commission had adopted pertinent resolutions 
on important issues for the peoples of the South such as external debt, 
adjustment p o l i c i e s and the r i g h t to own property. E f f o r t s had also been made 
i n some places to overcome the selfishness of the wealthy States, although 
that s e l f i s h n e s s should not be used to cover up the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the 
poor States, whose élites held a monopoly on power to the detriment of the 
disadvantaged, who were demanding broader p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the management of 
p u b l i c a f f a i r s . The concept of the rule of law, or lawfulness, must be 
invoked not only to protect and enhance the c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s of 
the i n d i v i d u a l i n a free society but also to ensure an improvement i n the 
conditions of s o c i a l , economic and c u l t u r a l l i f e , i n order to make possible 
the achievement of those .aspirations. Thus those who l i v e d under a regime of 
freedom protected by the law should use that freedom to eliminate every actual 
or p o t e n t i a l source of i n j u s t i c e , de jure and de facto. For that reason, the 
International Commission of J u r i s t s had decided to combat the fraudulent 
enrichment of government o f f i c i a l s at the expense of the p u b l i c . The 
commitment to such a struggle was i n i t s e l f a contribution to reducing 
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obstacles to the e f f e c t i v e enjoyment of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l rights 
and p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the strengthening of democracy at the planetary l e v e l . 
But such a struggle could not be won without the f u l l s o l i d a r i t y of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and i t s determination to put a stop to the p i l l a g i n g 
of weak economies, which brought about poverty, hunger and despair. 

55. The peoples of A f r i c a , Asia and L a t i n America, who had overthrown t h e i r 
corrupt regimes under the banner of human r i g h t s , now expected the Commission 
to decide to look into the guestion of the fraudulent enrichment of State 
o f f i c i a l s at the public's expense, which had already given r i s e to a d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n of the Sub-Commission which the Commission had before i t . I t was a 
well-known f a c t that considerable svims, which could have helped b u i l d schools 
and h o s p i t a l s or create jobs and properly equip court-houses, had been 
deposited by leaders of the South i n Western banks with the banks' complicity. 
The International Commission of J u r i s t s hoped that a system of mutual l e g a l 
a i d would come into being i n order to force the banks to take prompt action 
on the demands that the funds extorted from the people by t h e i r leaders be 
returned. The elaboration of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on mutual l e g a l a i d 
might even be considered, for as long as poverty, ignorance and i n e q u a l i t y 
p e r s i s t e d , guaranteeing c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s would f ar from s a t i s f y the 
d i g n i t y of the human person. 

56. Ms. BLOCH (Minority Rights Group) drew the Commission's attention to the 
s i t u a t i o n i n Bangladesh, a State with a new democratic c i v i l i a n Government, 
which needed help from the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to guarantee democracy and 
protect i t s m i n o r i t i e s . In that country, the Adivasi minority, i n p a r t i c u l a r 
the Adivasis of the Chittagong H i l l Tract, had been discriminated against i n 
a l l f i e l d s f o r years. The Government's r e f u s a l to grant the Adivasis autonomy 
had caused an armed c o n f l i c t that had been continuing for several years, which 
would be e a s i l y s e t t l e d i f the Adivasis of the Chittagong H i l l Tract were given 
some measure of autonomy, land was reserved f o r t h e i r exclusive use and the 
m i l i t a r i z a t i o n of the area was reversed. 

57. The Minority Rights Group was also concerned by another c o n f l i c t that was 
not v i o l e n t but s o c i a l and economic, between the Bangladeshi a u t h o r i t i e s and 
the Adivasis of the p l a i n s . The Adivasis had l i v e d an u n r e s t r i c t e d existence 
on most of t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l t e r r i t o r i e s u n t i l the l a t e 1960s, when Bengalis 
had begun to s e t t l e on t h e i r lands under a property law allowing the m i l i t a r y 
Government to take land and property from non-nationals, which i t had used to 
take away the Adivasis' lands. The new Bangladeshi Government should correct 
that s o c i a l and economic i n j u s t i c e by repealing the law and returning the 
Adivasis' lands. Furthermore, since Bangladesh was a poor country, i t was 
es s e n t i a l to protect i t s few natural resources, i n p a r t i c u l a r the forests 
where the Adivasis l i v e d ; s p e c i f i c a l l y , no further rubber plantations should 
be allowed i n the Madhupur f o r e s t . 

58. The Minority Rights Group i n v i t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l donors to help the 
Bangladeshi Government implement new programmes that respected the Adivasis' 
environment and rights and involved them i n development programmes on t h e i r 
t r a d i t i o n a l lands. I t was convinced that such s o c i a l and economic support 
to Bangladesh's development would help consolidate i t s new democracy i n a 
constructive and p r a c t i c a l way. 
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59. Mr. ZINSOU (Pax Romana) said that the objective of promoting 
better standards of l i f e i n larger freedom set f o r t h i n the Charter of 
the United Nations was applicable at both the national and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l e v e l s and involved a very s p e c i f i c o b l i g a t i o n , that of s o c i a l j u s t i c e . That 
objective was far from attained, however, since most peoples on the planet 
were not able to exercise t h e i r economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s or t h e i r 
r i g h t to development, despite the fa c t that those r i g h t s were recognized i n 
various i n t e r n a t i o n a l human ri g h t s instruments. The debt c r i s i s , the 
de t e r i o r a t i o n of the terms of trade, monetary i n s t a b i l i t y , i n e q u a l i t i e s i n 
in t e r n a t i o n a l economic r e l a t i o n s , unemployment and the r i s e i n poverty were 
so many factors of p o l i t i c a l disturbance and i n s t a b i l i t y that jeopardized the 
developing countries' e f f o r t s to revive t h e i r economies and promote human 
rig h t s and democracy. In i t s most recent report, the World Bank assessed the 
developing countries' debt at $1,350 b i l l i o n and noted that the l e v e l of 
indebtedness remained too high i n many countries with low or moderate 
incomes. A f r i c a i n p a r t i c u l a r was s t i l l the most highly indebted part of the 
world i n comparison with i t s gross domestic product, and i t s s i t u a t i o n risked 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g even further owing to new loans contracted with public 
c r e d i t o r s , the rescheduling of i n t e r e s t and low export earnings, 22 per cent 
of which were absorbed by debt s e r v i c i n g . 

60. Pax Romana would hope to see attention given to the s o c i a l dimension of 
development, which was c r u c i a l for the poor countries, i n the implementation 
of s t r u c t u r a l adjustment programmes. The development of human resources, 
education and s o c i a l services and the advancement of women and vulnerable 
groups were factors required for the achievement of human r i g h t s . Development 
stra t e g i e s should also be determined by peoples themselves and adapted to 
t h e i r s i t u a t i o n and s p e c i f i c needs and should reconcile t r a d i t i o n a l values 
with modern management. However, i n t e r n a t i o n a l cooperation was s t i l l needed, 
i n the i n t e r e s t of the development and well-being of mankind. 

61. Mr. WAREHAM (International Association against Torture) stressed that 
development was not simply a goal to be pursued, but a f u l l human r i g h t on the 
same basis as the other p o l i t i c a l , c i v i l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l rights 
which i t was the Commission's mandate to uphold. At a time when the world was 
preparing to celebrate the f i v e hundredth anniversary of the discovery of 
America, the following question might be asked: i f a l l men were created 
egual, why were there so many i n e q u a l i t i e s i n the modern world and why was 
the r i g h t to development denied to m i l l i o n s of Africans, and to indigenous 
peoples and Latinos, not only i n the United States but throughout the Americas? 
Those questions could only be answered by taking a hard look at the "new world 
order". 

62. In a l l i t s statements on the question of the r i g h t to development, 
the United States delegation had drawn a p a r a l l e l between the f a i l u r e of 
socialism, owing to i t s v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s , and the pro t e c t i o n of human 
rig h t s that lay at the foundation of "development" i n the United States. 
But what had that p r o t e c t i o n meant for the descendants of the black slaves, 
whose e x p l o i t a t i o n had been the very foundation of United States development? 
S t a t i s t i c s showed that the blacks belonged to the poorest and most 
disadvantaged segments of the population i n a l l areas. Thus the infant 
m o r t a l i t y rate for black babies was more than twice that of whites, 
and black c h i l d r e n d i d not have the same educational opportunities as 
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white c h i l d r e n . In addition, the blacks had the highest unemployment rate, 
and of the '400 wealthiest people i n the United States, there was only one 
black person. Blacks i n the United States were the victims of a racism that 
had made them a de facto underdeveloped nation, with the same i n t e r e s t s and 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of a country of the "South". C l e a r l y the United States 
was far from being the country of l i b e r t y and human ri g h t s i t claimed to be. 

63. At the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , the United States' p o l i c y also l e f t much 
to be desired. I t claimed that every country should be free to choose the 
economic or p o l i t i c a l system of i t s preference, but as soon as a country 
chose a system - e.g. socialism - that d i d not s u i t the United States, 
i t was subjected to economic sanctions and threats of m i l i t a r y intervention, 
as i n the cases of Cuba, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and China, 
acts which, i f c a r r i e d out by a State against a c i t i z e n , would unquestionably 
be human ri g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . There were no guarantees of pro t e c t i o n even 
for those countries that had " f r e e l y " chosen the c a p i t a l i s t path, for the 
United States created and maintained underdevelopment i n the same way 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y as i t d i d i n i t s own t e r r i t o r y . The objective of that 
p o l i c y , c a r r i e d out eit h e r b i l a t e r a l l y or through agencies l i k e the IMF 
or the World Bank, was a monopoly of con t r o l , expropriation of wealth and 
maintenance of dependence. 

64. S t r u c t u r a l adjustment had become the vehic l e for carrying out that p o l i c y 
of economic r e c o l o n i z a t i o n which resulted i n a near-total surrender of the 
r e c i p i e n t States' sovereignty, for i n order to receive the funds they needed, 
they had to agree to cut e s s e n t i a l s o c i a l services i n order to pay back an 
onerous external debt. In his report on the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l 
and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/17), the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Turk, 
noted that poverty had not declined i n absolute terms since the i n i t i a t i o n of 
adjustment and i n f a c t had worsened i n many cases. There was no doubt that 
such s t r u c t u r a l adjustment programmes caused a d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n the s i t u a t i o n 
of the peoples of A f r i c a , L a t i n America and, to a lesser degree, Asia, i n the 
areas of employment, income, food, health and education. 

65. As far as the United States was concerned, i t was clear that i t s 
development had been and remained the d i r e c t r e s u l t of racism, domination and 
the forced underdevelopment of other peoples and other nations. Under those 
circumstances, i t could not be hoped that the United States would recognize 
that development was a r i g h t , for to do so would be tantamount to admitting 
i t s g u i l t before the Commission. Thus the International Association against 
Torture joined a l l the countries of the South that condemned the new world 
order which was threatening t h e i r s u r v i v a l . Another of i t s representatives, 
Mr. Alvarado, would now speak on the s i t u a t i o n of indigenous peoples i n 
Guatemala, a country supported by the United States. 

66. Mr. ALVARADO (International Association against Torture) s a i d i t was 
the indigenous populations i n Guatemala that suffered the most from the 
devastating e f f e c t of the economic p o l i c i e s applied by both the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
f i n a n c i a l agencies and the national a u t h o r i t i e s . Successive Governments, 
whether c i v i l i a n or m i l i t a r y , had promised not only to end the human rights 
v i o l a t i o n s i n the country but also to resolve the problems of the people, most 
of whom l i v e d i n conditions of extreme poverty, e x p l o i t a t i o n , marginalization 
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and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . They had never kept t h e i r promises, however: on the 
contrary, they had pursued a p o l i c y that had led to i n f l a t i o n , unemployment 
and a d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n education, health, housing and safety. The 
establishment of c i v i l i a n self-defence p a t r o l s i n f a c t l e d to the 
impoverishment of f a m i l i e s , e s p e c i a l l y i n r u r a l areas, since indigenous 
people were f o r c i b l y e n r o l l e d and not paid. Thus such p a t r o l s were not only 
a v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t of freedom of movement and assembly but also of the 
r i g h t to development, and the International Association against Torture 
associated i t s e l f with a l l those who were demanding t h e i r e l i m i n a t i o n . 

67. The Association was also concerned at the regional economic u n i f i c a t i o n 
p o l i c y , which d i d not take peoples' i n t e r e s t s into account and thus d i d not 
fost e r t h e i r development and which d i s t r a c t e d the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's 
attention from the fl a g r a n t human rights v i o l a t i o n s committed i n c e r t a i n 
countries such as Guatemala, which not only f a i l e d to respect i t s commitments 
under the i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments i t had r a t i f i e d but also r e i n f o r c e d the 
impunity of those responsible for human rights v i o l a t i o n s . The countries that 
accepted such a s i t u a t i o n were endangering the l i v e s of m i l l i o n s of people 
throughout the world, who not only suffered from hunger but were also the 
victims of a p o l i c y of repression on the part of t h e i r leaders. The 
Association wished to repeat that there could be no genuine development 
without democracy and f u l l respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

68. Mr. TEITELBAUM (American Association of J u r i s t s ) s a i d that the 
deceptively o p t i m i s t i c forecasts of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
which had announced a 2.8 per cent r i s e i n economic growth f o r 1992 at i t s 
previous annual meeting, fooled no one, not only because the actual s i t u a t i o n 
was quite d i f f e r e n t but because IMF was i n the habit of f a l s i f y i n g s t a t i s t i c s , 
as one of i t s o f f i c i a l s had admitted, i n order to j u s t i f y i t s devastating 
s t r u c t u r a l adjustment p o l i c i e s . IMF was also t r y i n g to give the impression 
that i t cared about the s o c i a l consequences of adjustment p o l i c i e s , when many 
t h i r d world countries were regressing i n the area of s o c i a l p r o t e c t i o n owing 
c h i e f l y to the adoption of measures for returning State health insurance 
schemes to private hands, which l e f t the most vulnerable groups of the 
population defenceless and which had been approved by IMF. World economic 
decisions, which were taken by a handful of wealthy countries and were 
implemented by IMF and the World Bank i n p a r t i c u l a r , benefited only a small 
corrupt s o c i a l élite while s e r i o u s l y harming the vast majority of t h i r d world 
populations, s t r i c k e n by hunger, unemployment and i l l i t e r a c y . That s i t u a t i o n 
was not a natural phenomenon but the r e s u l t of a deliberate p o l i c y which had 
i t s framers, i t s b e n e f i c i a r i e s and i t s victims. 

69. There was no point i n speaking of the generosity of the European 
Community countries, which had announced that they would grant 69 t h i r d world 
countries debt r e l i e f , for the European Commission i t s e l f had sa i d that the 
amount of the reduction would be i n s u f f i c i e n t . Everyone knew that debt was 
a way for c r e d i t o r countries to dominate debtor countries. As for IMF's 
"recommendations" to the .indebted countries for reimbursing t h e i r debts, 
they furthered the i n t e r e s t s of the transnational economic powers but not 
those of the developing countries, and the Uruguay Round negotiations 
c u r r e n t l y taking place i n GATT had turned into a dispute between the 
European Community and the United States with the t h i r d world countries as 
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s i l e n t onlookers. Such was the actual s i t u a t i o n of the r i g h t to development, 
recognized 'in numerous i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments that were no match for 
economic power, 

70, In the opinion of the American Association of J u r i s t s , i t was for the 
Commission to elaborate instruments providing sanctions i n cases of v i o l a t i o n 
of the r i g h t to development, for i t was time to end the impunity enjoyed by 
those responsible for v i o l a t i o n s of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . 
In the f i r s t place, the General Assembly should categorize as i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
offences p r a c t i c e s and p o l i c i e s followed by States, i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
i n d i v i d u a l s which hindered the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development and 
to s o c i a l progress, such as the misuse of i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l mechanisms 
to obtain concessions or disproportionate advantages at the expense of 
t h i r d p a r t i e s . The General Assembly, the Economic and S o c i a l Council 
and s p e c i a l i z e d bodies such as UNCTAD should f u l f i l t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
regarding the achievement of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic and s o c i a l cooperation 
objectives set out i n A r t i c l e s 55 et seg, of the Charter of the United Nations, 
The Economic and S o c i a l Council i n p a r t i c u l a r should recover the role 
a t t r i b u t e d to i t by the Charter of the United Nations i n formulating 
a coherent world economic p o l i c y . I t was also clea r that, i n p r a c t i c e , 
IMF and the World Bank acted more as independent f i n a n c i a l agencies than as 
United Nations s p e c i a l i z e d agencies under the agreements by which they had 
been established, 

71, Thus the American Association of J u r i s t s would suggest that the 
Commission on Нгшап Rights prepare, for submission to the General Assembly, 
a d r a f t making c e r t a i n economic and f i n a n c i a l p r a c t i c e s and p o l i c i e s that 
undermined the r i g h t to development and to s o c i a l progress i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
offences and recommend that the Economic and S o c i a l Council, which was so 
empowered, should request an advisory opinion from the International Court of 
J u s t i c e as to whether, i n p r a c t i c e , the agreements and r e l a t i o n s between the 
United Nations and IMF and the World Bank as s p e c i a l i z e d agencies were i n 
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and whether the p r a c t i c e and 
p o l i c i e s of the World Bank and IMF were i n keeping with the purposes for which 
they had been established according to t h e i r Statutes, the Charter of the 
United Nations and other i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments. The Commission might also 
consider ways of expanding the role of the Economic and S o c i a l Council and 
the General Assembly i n world economic a f f a i r s and i n the monitoring of t h e i r 
development and f i n a l l y study and propose changes i n IMF and World Bank 
decision-making machinery i n order to increase p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the countries 
of the South i n such decisions and thus adapt both agencies to current world 
r e a l i t i e s , 

72, Mr. EYA NCHAMA (International Movement for Fraternal Union among Races 
and Peoples) s a i d that i n order to organize the f i g h t against poverty, i t was 
necessary f i r s t to define poverty and i t s causes. There were two kinds of 
poverty: poverty of the s p i r i t and material poverty. Poverty of the s p i r i t 
was the r e s u l t of c u l t u r a l a l i e n a t i o n or forced a c c u l t u r a t i o n . I t t y p i f i e d 
a l l those who p r a c t i s e d colonialism i n t h e i r own countries, who refused to see 
r e a l i t y and prevented the members of t h e i r own society from f r e e l y g i v i n g 
t h e i r opinion on the major guestions a r i s i n g i n the contemporary world. 
Material poverty could be induced or non-induced. Induced poverty might be 
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due to natural d i s a s t e r s such as earthquakes, cyclones, d e s e r t i f i c a t i o n or 
volcanic eruptions, but i t could also be the r e s u l t of c o l o n i z a t i o n , the 
int r o d u c t i o n of unjust p o l i t i c a l systems such as apartheid, the economic 
e x p l o i t a t i o n of a country by national or transnational companies or the 
excessive automation of companies, which cost workers i n the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d 
countries t h e i r jobs. Non-induced material poverty might be the r e s u l t of 
poor management of p u b l i c or private assets or of accidents i n the workplace, 
on the road or i n a t h l e t i c events. 

73. Once poverty was defined, i t had to be decided what at t i t u d e to adopt 
towards the poor, throughout the world. The best way of helping them was to 
give them the means of res o l v i n g t h e i r own problems. Too often the poor 
were taken to be persons incapable of making s p e c i f i c proposals concerning 
development pro j e c t s . Paternalism, which was one of the manifestations of 
racism, must be avoided at a l l costs. As the President of H a i t i , 
Jean-Bertrand A r i s t i d e , had said, "one man's hunger i s a l l men's hunger; 
one man's s u f f e r i n g i s a l l men's s u f f e r i n g " . Thus f i g h t i n g poverty or hunger 
throughout the world meant making a pledge towards hiunan beings i n general and 
demanding the r i g h t of a l l members of a l l human s o c i e t i e s to p a r t i c i p a t e f u l l y 
i n the p u b l i c and p r i v a t e a f f a i r s of t h e i r country, for p a r t i c i p a t i o n must be 
the d r i v i n g force behind p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l progress. 
Only popular p a r t i c i p a t i o n kept a society on the a l e r t and thus contributed 
to national unity, for i n the words of the philosopher Heraclitus of Ephesus, 
"Awakened men l i v e i n a si n g l e world, but dozing men each l i v e i n a d i f f e r e n t 
world". 

74. The struggle against poverty throughout the world must take into account 
the power r e l a t i o n s between North and South, East and West and within each 
State, and of the s e l f - s e r v i n g r e l a t i o n s among the members of the community 
of nations. The International Movement for Fraternal Union among Races and 
Peoples wished to repeat that development was not possible without popular 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n and that development was the product of a merging of economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s with c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . 

75. Ms. GUZMAN (L a t i n American Federation of Associations of Relatives of 
Disappeared Detainees (FEDEFAM)), speaking on agenda item 15, noted that the 
few i n s t i t u t i o n a l and p o l i t i c a l changes that had occurred i n Colombia i n 1991, 
which the Colombian Government had presented as a new and p o s i t i v e stage i n 
the l i f e of the country, had unfortunately not ended the p o l i t i c a l violence 
and systematic human rights v i o l a t i o n s i n the country. I t was true that the 
new Constitution, which had entered into force on 5 July 1991, guaranteed a l l 
the i n d i v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e rights set f o r t h i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l human 
rig h t s instruments and that i t e x p l i c i t l y prohibited enforced disappearances, 
which represented substantial progress over the o l d Constitution, but i t also 
strengthened the powers of the p o l i c e and armed forces. Such provisions could 
not f a i l to r a i s e FEDEFAM's concern, as did the f a c t that emergency laws 
o r i g i n a l l y enacted to f i g h t the drug t r a f f i c , but used as instruments of 
repression against the people, had become permanent laws. Although they were 
not the only ones. State workers were the main i n s t i g a t o r s or c u l p r i t s , by 
action or omission, i n a good number of the human ri g h t s v i o l a t i o n s committed 
i n Colombia. The extent of those v i o l a t i o n s and t h e i r persistence throughout 
Colombian t e r r i t o r y showed that they were part of the struggle against 
"terrorism and subversion" being waged by the Goverimient, whose main victims 
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were the peasants i n the areas i n guestion, workers, trade union leaders, 
defenders of human r i g h t s , students and members of opposition s o c i a l movements 
or p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . Thus they were not i s o l a t e d acts but took place i n the 
context of State s e c u r i t y , which allowed the a u t h o r i t i e s to j u s t i f y and 
l e g i t i m i z e e x t r a l e g a l acts. 

76. FEDEFAM wished to make i t clear that i t was c r i t i c i z i n g Colombia i n a 
constructive s p i r i t , to ensure that the rights set f o r t h i n the International 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights would be better respected i n that 
country. The Association of Colombian Families of Disappeared Detainees 
had p a r t i c i p a t e d a c t i v e l y i n the Constituent Assembly, where i t had made 
suggestions concerning human rights monitoring i n Colombia and had also asked 
the Colombian Government and the leaders of the "Simon B o l i v a r " g u e r r i l l a 
group to make sure that respect for human r i g h t s , an end to the " d i r t y war" 
and the protection of the c i v i l i a n population would be among the questions 
considered as part of the process of negotiation and dialogue. 

77. Mr. de BRITO CRUZ ( B r a z i l ) , speaking i n exercise of the r i g h t of reply, 
informed the representative of the International Federation of Human Rights, 
who had r e f e r r e d to the possible negative e f f e c t s of violence i n r u r a l areas 
on the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development i n B r a z i l , that information 
regarding some of the cases mentioned had already been transmitted by the 
B r a z i l i a n Government to s p e c i a l rapporteurs and was a v a i l a b l e i n documents 
before the Commission. The Council for the Defence of Human Rights of B r a z i l 
had established a s p e c i a l commission on the question of r u r a l violence, which 
had been holding regular meetings since December 1991 and which included 
representatives of non-governmental organizations linked to d i f f e r e n t sectors 
of the society, such as the B r a z i l i a n Bar Association, the Catholic Church, 
r u r a l trade unions and business associations. Violence i n r u r a l areas stemmed 
from disputes concerning land ownership and s o c i a l and economic r e l a t i o n s . 
The representative of the International Federation of Human Rights was r i g h t 
to l i n k that question to the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development, for 
development di d not achieve i t s f u l l meaning unless i t was accompanied by 
increased respect for the rights of i n d i v i d u a l s and an increased sense of 
s e c u r i t y for a l l . However, the s o l u t i o n of the economic and s o c i a l problems 
i n which violence was rooted was e s s e n t i a l for the permanent and e f f e c t i v e 
guarantee of the basic rights of a l l c i t i z e n s . 

78. The problems described by the International Federation of Human Rights 
had been i n t e n s i v e l y discussed by the B r a z i l i a n p u b l i c . The B r a z i l i a n 
Government was committed, at the highest l e v e l , to continue to work towards 
improving law enforcement and j u d i c i a l treatment of i n d i v i d u a l cases, as 
well as towards a comprehensive so l u t i o n to the underlying causes of those 
problems. I t was convinced that the proper functioning of i t s democratic 
and p l u r a l i s t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s , i n an atmosphere of complete openness and 
u n r e s t r i c t e d freedom of speech that enabled i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s such as the 
International Federation of Human Rights to make t h e i r valuable contribution, 
was the key to overcoming problems which i t sought not to deny but to solve. 

The meeting rose at 9 p.m 




