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I. INTPODUCTION

1. In accordance with recommendation 37 of the Buenos Aires Flan of Action for
Promoting and Implementing Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries, 11 as
endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 33/134 of 19 December 1978, a
High-level Meeting of all states participating in the united Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) was co~vened at Geneva from 26 May to 2 June 1980 to carry out an
overall, intergovernmental review of technical co-operation among developing
countries (TCDC) within the united Nations development system. The report of the
first sess ion of the intergovernmental body 2/ was cO'lsidered by the Assembly at
its thirty-fifth session. In its resolution-35/202 of 16 December 1980, the
Assembly decided, inter alia, to change the name of the High-level Meeting to
High-level Committee on the Review of Technical Co-oper.ation among Developing
Countries and requested the Administrator of UNDP to convene the next session of
th~ Committee under the same organizational and procedural arrangements as were
made for the High-level Meeting. The second session of the High-level Committee
met in Nuw York from 1 to 8 June 1981 and its report 3/ wa& considered by the
Assembly at its thirty-sixth session. In accordance with the agreement r~~ched at
the Committee's second session and endorsed by the Assembly at its thirty-sixth
session, the structure of the third session of the :iigh-level Committee consisted
of the plenary and only one working group, and this practice has b~en followed in
subsequent sessions.

2. The third session of the High-level Committee met in New York from 31 May to
6 June 1983 and its report 4/ was considerod by the General Assembly at its
thirty-eighth session. -

3. The fourth session was held in New York from 28 May to 3 June 1985. Its
report ~/ was considered by the Gener~l Assembly at its fortieth session.
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II. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANILATION OF WORK

A. Date and place of the se.8ion

4. The fifth session of the High-level COr.mittee on t~e Review of Technical
Co-operation among Developing Countries wal;l held in New York from 18 May to
22 May 1987. The High-level Comraittee held a further meeting on 21 May 1981 to
con.ider the adopticn of its report.

s. In accordance with paragraph 3 of General Assembly re~olution 35/202 of
16 December 1980, the session was convened by the Administrator of UNDP under
procedural arrangements recommended by the High-level Committee at its fourth
.e..sion.

B. Attendance

6. The following 121 State. participating in UNDP were represented at the ••••ion.

Algeria
Argentina
Austria
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbad".
Belgium
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Botswana
Brazil
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Byeloruss ian Soviet

SOCialist Republic
Cameroon
canada
Cape Verde
Chad
Chile

. China
Colombia
('omoros
Congo
Costa Rica
Cuba
Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Democratic People's

Republic of Korea
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

Egypt
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland
Prance
Gabon
Gambia
German Democratic

RepUblic
Germany, Pederal

Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Holy See
Honduras
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Kuwait
Lao People's Democratic

Republic
Lebanon
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Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Madagascar
Malaysia
Mali
Malts
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Morocco
Mozambique
NethE'rlands
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
oman
Pakistan
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Oatsr
Republic of Korea
Romania
Rwanda
St. Lucia
Sao TOme and Princip.
Sierra Leone
Somalia
Spain
Sri Lanka



Sudan
Surinallle
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
syrian Arab Republic
Thailand
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia

Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Uni.on of Soviet

Socialist Republic.
United Arab Emirate.
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United Republic of
Tanzania

United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Yugoslavia
Z6Ilbia
Zimbabwe

Members of the followi~l offices and departments of the United Nations
Secretariat participated in the proceeding. of the .es8ion,

Office of the Dlrector"General for Development and International J!'.conomic
Co-operation

Department of Techn iCal Co-operation for Developlent

United Nations Centre on Transnational COrporations

Regional cam_issions Liaieon Office

8. The following regional co~issions were represented,

E~onomic commission for Latin America and the Caribbean

Economic and SOCial Commission for Western Asia

9. The following United Nations bodies were also represented,

Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator

world Food Council

United Nations COnference on Trade and Develo~nt

united Nations Centre for Human Settle..nts (Habitat)

united Nations Fund for Pop~lation Activities

World Food Programme

Office af the Unit~ Nattons High ca..issioner for Refugees

10. Representatives of the following specialized agencies and related organizations
attended the session,

International Labour Organisation

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization

World Health Organization
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World Bank

International Maritime Organization

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

11. The following intergovernmental organizations, which have received a standIng
invitation to participate in the seas ions and work of the General Assembly, were
represented at the session:

Commission of the European Communities

Organization of African Unity

Organiz~tion of the Islamic ~onference

Palestine Liberation Organization

12. Repre~entatives of the following intergovernmentrl organizetions attended the
session as observers:

African, Caribbean and Pa~ific Group of States

Arab Organizatton for Agricultural Dev"'iopment

Asian and Pad fic Coconut Commun ity

Ccntr~l A~eri~an Bank for E~onomic Integration

Gulf Orqani~ation for Industrial Consulting

Inter-American Development ~ k

lntergovernmental Committee for Migr~tion

Lake Chad Basin Commission

La ti n AIDer icar. Econom ic Sys tern

Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic
Countries

13. As pr~)posed by the Administrator of UNDP in paragraph 7 of his report to the
General Assembly (A/34/415), and as approved by the Assembly in its resolution
34/117 of 14 December 1979, non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council were invited. The following were represented
at th.:· sess ion:

AFS International/Intercul tural Programs

Arab Federation for Engineering Industries

Internation~l Air Transport Association
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International Alliance of Women

lnternational ~'f'df'ri.ltion of lJnivprnity WeJlllPn

International Islamic Federation of Student Organizations

Internatl(),lal Motor Vehicl" Inflp('ctlon Committ .... e

International Organization for Standardization

Hehabil itatlon International

1'rickle Up Programl1lf>, Inc.

Union of International Technical ARsociatlons

Women's International Lp(lqU(~ for Ll\ce and Frpedom

World Federat. ion of Tr.,de lJnions

C. Opening of t.he se~;slon and elect.lon of the President.

(Agenda items 1 and 2)

14. The session was opened hy Mr. Hamed 7eghal (Tunisia), President. of the
High-level Committee at. It.s fourth session.

15. Mr. Bernardo Grinspun, Minister of State for Planning, Argent.ina, was elected
President of the High-level Committee by acclamation.

16. In his stdt.ement upon takinC) offlce, the President emphasized that the
plolonged and still deepening economic and financial crisis confronting most of t.:;-.;
developing countries maje it even more imperative than hefore that the mutual
commitments made under the Buenos Aires Plan of Action he fulfilled. The present
situation demanded a revitalization of international co-operation, and the
High-level Committee should concentrate on means of improvinq the present slow and
uneven performance of the United Nations development system in supporting TCDC.

D. Adopt.ion of the agenda and organizat.ion of work

(J\q€'nda item 3)

17" The Commitl..:e adopted !hp ag,~nda (TCDC/5/I,.1) and the organization of work
(I'CDC/5/r.. 2). Tt weB agreed that agenda itpms 5 and 6 wou] d he the suhjects of the
general debate in tha plenary. The Working Group, which hegan its work on 18 May,
~as assigned agenda itemD ') ~~d 6 for detailed revi€'w of draft decisions and
recommendatiom;. For a list ()f documents considered by the Committe€' at its fifth
session, see -nnex Ill.
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(Aqp.,da Item 4)

18. The foll'Jwinq officers werp t'jf'ctpd by dcclamation:

Vice-President: Mr. Mohamed Benomar (Morocco)
Mr. Heinr ich-Oiet rich Oieckmann (F'edf'ral Hepubl le of Germany)
Mr. Blazo Krstajic (Yuqoslavia)

19. The Committee approved the PrNlidf'nt's recorrmenrlation that Mr. KrFotajic shou;d
act 4S Chairman of thf' Workinq Group. Tt war; subsPfIUf'ntly iHlrf'f>d thilt thp Chairman
should also serve as Rapporteur of the Workir,q Group.
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I I I. REPOR'I'S ON IMPLF.MF.NTAT ION

A. Stdtem~,:!.!~ the Aomin lBtrator of thE" llnitpn Nations
DevPlopment Programme

20. The Admini6trator of IJN,)P stilted that in the two y(ec3rfl following the previous
session, the principles of self-help and cOllective self-reliance that inspired
South-South co··operation had grown in importance and many countr leF. had unoertaken
TCDC programmes of their own.

21. The Administrator gave special import'lnce to four clusters of TCDC programmes,
involving 84 devE, le.ping countr ies, which had been launchect through ilitercountry
programming exe~ci&es supported hy UNDP. As a result of the8~ four exercineA,
hostect hy Peru, China, Turkey a~jd TuniSia in the previous few months, over 950 new
TCDC project!"; hud been firmect up. Some were al ready in r-rogress and many others
shortly would bp.

22. In Lima, 22 oE'velopinq countries had put together nearly 250 co-opprative
programmes with Peru. In Beijing, 24 countries had attendo.d yhat amounted to a
TCDC "stock exchange", agreeing upon 207 projects with China and among themdelves.
After the Ankara meeting, a further 288 projects exchang~j between 22 nations were
now on record. In TllniB, 16 countries added another 211 projects to thE! count.

23. These activities had heen not only productive but also extremely varied.
Paraguay, for example, would supply its partners with expertise in textiles and
agro-industry. Research scientists from Uruguay and Peru would work together to
develop the fisheries of both countries. Argentina was helping its neighbours to
manufactute and market pharmaceuticals. China was assisting Bolivia with wheat
production and several Latin l\merican and Asiim countries in such areas as
hydropower, biogas production and traditional medicine. China would also receive
help from Bolivia, Jamaica, MeXICO, Peru and the Philippines in the mining sector.
A similar range of important intercountry agreements had emergect from the more
recent meetings in Turkey and Tunisia.

2~. UNDP had been associated with these programming activities and with the
promotional events that had preceded them. The latter included a meeting of
national focal points for TCDC officialG from the Economic and Social Comlnission
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) region, which was held in Bangkok in 1985; an
orientation seminar for Latin American countries, which took place in f,ao Paula in
19861 a TCDC meeting f0r the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States, held in
Barbados in the same year, a consultation between the United Nations system and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, aJso in 1986; and a seminar convened in
Jeddah, again in 1986, for the member States of the Islamic Development Bank.

25. These meetings and seminars had helpen to overcome continuing barriers to TCDC
by making better known the array of professional expertise dnd training
opportunities now available in many developing country institutions for use by
other developing countries. They had also enal.led countr iea to discllss
organizacional issues such as the terms and conditions of service for TCDC '!xperts
and various legal, financial and institutional arrangement:" governing TCDC
'lrojects. The true test and measure of the value of these meetings, however, lay
in their practical results, namely, the Significant number of project agreements to
which they had led.
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26. The costs of formulating the more than 950 TCDC projects had been met from
L~DP special programme resources. However, the intention was to encourage their
implementation under indicative planning figure (IPF) financing. 'I'hiA, Rain the
Administrator, was in accord with the spirit and letter of the Buenos Aires Plan of
Action as well as the expressed wishes of the High-level Commi ttee.

27. Turning to other matters, the Administrator explainen that the 'I'CDC
Info.mation Referral System (INRES), which had been set up to be a global
"swi:chboard" to connect interesten countries, had been computer-based since 1985.
It now contained information on over 2,700 institutions in more than 100 developing
countries.

28. Since the previous session of the High-level Committee, efforts han heen made
to popularize INRES by direct contact with the developing countries concerned, by
discussions on INRES at various TCDC meetings, ty publishing articles on the &/stem
and in other ways. Efforts had also been made to improve its data base both
qualitatively and quantitatively. However, the use of INRES by dt'veloping
countrie~ concerned had not risen significantly since it had first go~e into use.
The Administrator urged that substantially greater use of INRES be made by planners
and organizations if the effort and expense put into ':he system were to be
justified.

29. The Administrator found encouragement in the fact that the number of
Governments from which information on TCDC had been reported to UNOP for the
current sesllion marked a dramatic increase over that for the previous session. In
adcition, fc,r the first time, information on the TCDC activities of 11
intergovernmental organizations has been made available. Tbe Administrator also
expressed the hope that, when resources permitted, the constraints on the staffing
of the UNDP Special Unit for Technical Co-operation among Developing Coun tries
would be addressed.

30. Finally, thp Administrator remarked that '.here were still attitudinal barriers
to TCDC to be overcome. Recent seminars and meetings of national TCDC focal poirts
had made some very constructive recommendations to overcome these barriers and to
promote and integrate TCOC in all operational activities of the system. The years
that had passed had highFghted the value of co-operation among developing
countries in their common endeavour for development. That co-operation had
manifested itself in ways th'it were encouraging and heartening. Tecbnologies and
ex~eriences were now being shared at an accelerating pace among people of different
cultures, ~ountries and continents. The intensification of these processes of
sharing would help all concerned to march confidently towards a bright future.
UNDP could, should and would do more to help.

B. Highlights of progress reports

31. The Administrator had submitted for consideration by the High-level Committee
a series of reports regarding the role of the United Nations development system in
the implementation o~ the Auenos Aires Plan of Action. Highlights of these
reports, which became ~he main focus of the Committee's debate and its .:!ventual
decisions, included the following topics.
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1. Action by United N~tions organizations

32. Tangible progress was visible in the use of the TC~C modality in the
development activities of fleverdl organizations, "lostly those which had previously
engaged themselves. In these caseB, there remained room for more sustainf!d efforts
in arranging the placement of trainees in developing country institutions now
suited to TCDC activ~;ies, and in promoting the use of experts, consultants and
equipment from developing countries in project operations on a Troc basis. In
other organizations, however, the degree of progress in these directions, and also
in the development of Buitable internal mechanisms, had ranged from marginal to
just adequate. This was due in part to continuing attitudinal problems and in part
to financial or structural deficiencies or both. In general, the Administrator
concluded that additional resources were still needed by the United Nations system
as a whole to ensure further progress. He reported also on the conVening by UNOP
in 1985 of a meeting of the TCDC focal points of 25 United Nations organizations
and offices concerning the application of TClJC policies and procedures to their
technical co-operation activities.

2. Information from Governments

33. There had been a substantial increase in the number of Governments and
intergovernmental organizations prOViding information on their TCDC activities.
Among the Governments of developing countries, 60 h~d reported, compared with 19 in
the previous period. Eleven intergovernmental organizations had provided
information compared with 11 on thp previous sessions. Four Governments of
developed countries, as compared with three previously, had reported. However, the
number of Governments not yet providing information was still considerable, and by
and large, national focal points for TCDC appeared to be ill-equipped to carry out
the i r f unet ions.

3. Use of resources from developing countries

34. In the \lse of resources al'd capabilities from developing countries in the
total technical co-operation activities of the United Nat.ions organizations,
attitudinal and structural problems were being steadily tackled. Considerable
scope remained for improvement, but the moeest increases reportea in the hiring of
experts from, placement of fellows in and - even if to a lesser degree ­
procurement of equipment and supplies from developing countries encouraged
confidence that further improvement waR feasible.

4. Utiilzat\on of UNDP!IPF funds

35. In spite of the sharp reductions in the illustrative IPFs, the number of
countries using IPl"s for TCDC activities increased from 17 in the period 1982 to
1984 to 30 in the biennium 1985-1986. Their TCOC commitments represented
3.45 per cent of their total IPF expenditure f(,r the l .. tter period, although this
amounted to only 1.42 per cent of the IPF ut.ilization ior all countri~s. At the
same time, 25.49 per cent of regional IPF expenditures and 5.4 per cent c'
interregional and global expenditures went to TCOC activities. Considerahle scope
and opportunity remained for expanding these u"es of IPF resources.
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"i. Ut. t 11 za tiO" of liNO? srecta 1 rrogr am me r eAOU reeo

36. The UNDP-executen tntf'rreq lonal project INT/83/904, for promot1on of and
support to action-oriented TCDC acti vit les, had a t.otal of $2.280 mill ion avai I able
from the UNOP special programme resources for expenCllture in the bier:nium
1985-1986. Aside frun catalytic ilflsistaltce to a substantial number of TCIlC
activities world wide, the project provided support for TCDC orientation fleminars
and programming exercl ses. As describeCl in the Administrator's address, these
exercises resulted in t.he development of a large number of TCOC projects among a
large numb",r of countr ies. For 1987 and 1980, tour or five similar "TCOC markets"
were planned. To maintain its momentum and phase it out, the project would require
approximately $3 million for the biennium 1987··1988 from the current allocation of
the Governing Council of $5 :ni 11 ion for TCDC from the special programme rf>sources
for the 1987-1991 IPF eyclf'.

6. ~taffing of the Special Unit for TCOC

37. The Administrator explained that in the face of severe budgetary restraints he
had been unable to maintain the staffing of the Special unit at its planned and
previously approved full strengt.h, but had endeavoured to strengthen its capllcity
by the temporary assignment of other staff. He would continue this practice until
the budgetary situation improved.

7. Report of the Joint Inspection Unit

38. r. report submitted in 1985 by the Joint Insptlction Unit (JIU) on development
support to TCDC (A/40/656) was made available to the Committee, together with
comments on it by the Administrative Committee on Co-orClination (ACC)
(A/40/656/Add.l) •
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1V. SUMMARY OF TilE Gf;Nf;RAL DE"ATE

A. Overview

39. The approach of the tenth anniversary of the approval of the Buenos Aires Plan
of Action WLs viewed by most delegations dS, on the one hand, an occasion for
reaffirmation of the principles and commitments embodied in the Plan and, on the
other hand, a mil~stone in the transform,tion of the Plan from a set of concepts to
an operational reality. They shared the view of the AdminiHtrator that the pulse
of TCDC activities appeared to have accelerated, and, as one delegation put it, an
accelerated pulse is a sign of life.

40. Positive life signs that attracted the special attention of delel)ations
included the following: the large volume of specifi<.; information coming to hand on
'rcDC activities, the extent to which TCDC principles WEore being used in technical
co-operation programming and its modallties being used in the formulation and
implementation of projects, efforts at improving the number of focal points for
TCDC actior. in Governments and organizations I innovative mechanisms sponsored or
supported by the United Nations development system for the identification and
exchange of needs and capacities of the developing countries; some increase in the
U"~ of the country, regional and interregional IPFs of UNDP for TCDC projects, and
evidence of continuing or increased intereot of donor countries in finding ways of
directly or indirectly supporting the TCDC idea in practice.

41. Virtually all delegations recogniZed and stressed some or all of these
positive elements, but most of them em~hasized also, and often more strongly, the
darker aspects of the picture: the worsening of the world economic ~ituation since
the formulation of the Plan of Action, the shrinkage in the amounts "nd/or real
values of international and bilateral aid, the consequent shortage 01 the financial
resources that would give a real spur to TCDCI and, less serious but of great
practical importance, shortcomings and delays in the gearing up of the United
Nations system as a whole, as well as goverrtmenl mechanisms, to make TCDC a
consciously and fully integrated part of technical co-~peration and therefore of
the development process.

42. Delegations pointed out that the B~enos Aires Plan of Action itself was
adopted against the backdrop of a grim international economic situation. The
current global economic situation was hardly better. Some aspects of it and some
of its efiects for the developing countries were in fact worse than before. The
low rate of growth in industrialized ecunomies had created the twin difficulties of
restricted markets. in d~veloped countries for the produce of developing countries
and the shrinking of external resources for helping to finance their development.
Commercial lending and private capital flows to developing countries had been
stagnating. The need in these circumstances for developing countries to increase
their collective self-reliance through greater economic and technical co-operation
among themselves, to utilize the untapped potential for it that undoubtedly exists
and to expand the area of co-operation among themselves was greater than ever
before.

43. It was also pointed out that the world was going throu",l1 a technological
revolution of {!normOlls magnitude. It was imperative that the rapid pace of
advances in microbiology, communications and informatics, ,netallurgy and new
materials, to name only a few areas, bring about radical changes in production and
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consumption patterns that would in turn change existing trade patterns. These
changes would no doubt benefit mank ind, but unless managed well, their side effects
risked aggravating the difficulties of the developing Go~ntries. Their problems of
access to the developed market.s and of finding resources for development might well
increase. The point was also made that excessively optimistiG expectations of the
results of TCDC could cause some to lose sight of the fact that, for the time
being, most exchanges of resources among developing countries had to be at a
relatively low or at least conventional level of technology. Since the
industrialized countries were meanwhile constantly renewing and expanding their
technologies, the effect could be to leave most of the developing countries lagging
further and further behind. Collective self-reliance and co-operation among
themselves for exchanging experie~ces and helping each other in the field of new
technologies offered at least one way out of thls dilemma.

44. Most dele9atio.,s regarded the report (If the Joint Inspection Unit as a filir
and L'seful evaluation of the implementatio., thus far of the Plan of Action and
g~nerally endorsed its recommendatinns. An assessment of the progress that was
share,j by most delegations was that it was encolJraging but still very far from
being satisfactory, considering its pote~tjal trom the standpoint of the developing
countries themselves as well as from the r~quisite goodwill of their develo1_ment
partners. There was overriding evidence that TCDC had grown from conceptualization
to concretizationl this could bE seen in the number of projects at national,
subregional, regional and interregional levels. At the same ti~e, however, there
waJ an overwhelming perception that a major constraint in the enhancement of TCDC
programmes and activities was the deficiency of financial resources to support
them. It was recognized that this constraint was mainly a result of the global
economic crisis and the lack of responsiveness of the present worln economic
system - in the absence of a new economic o~der - to the changing needs.
Initiahves aimed at overcoming this overriding constraint were urgently needed.
To thirJ end, the co-operation of developing countries themselves (individually and
collectively), UNDP, the United Nations development system, multilateral
development institutions and bilateral donors was imperative. It had to be
strenqthened both qualitatively and quantite.tively. The developing countries
possessed a great treasury of resources, human and technological, which had to bp
utilized, but the proper exploitation of th~se resources depended upon gr~dter

availability of financial resources.

45. At the same time, some delegations stressed that further progress depended not
only on finance but also, and loore importantly in many cases, on political will and
priorities. In several developing countries (and in some organizations) there
could be perceived a kind of ,oental lethargy that inhibited a departure from
conventional forms of technical co-operation. Many countries were accustomed to
playing the role of recipient rather than that of co-operating partners, much less
that of donor. Both structural and attitudiTlul barriers, while being steadily
tackled, were still formidable and were inhibiting TCDC activities. Providing
senior professiollals and quali fied technicians, especially for long assignments
abroad, was often beyond the capacity of many developing countries. The
procurement of supplies and equipment from ether developing countries was also
often a very difficult matter, and preference for seeking experts from and sending
their traine~s to the developen countries was still very strong. Other obstacles
mentioned included the lack of absorptive capacity in some countries fQr long-term
planning and the implementation of long-te"ITl programmes and projects; limiten
international job opportunities and financia: motivation; ann inadequate
contribution by the private sector to TCDC programmes and projects. Lack of
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awareness of existing pot~ntial.s for co-operation in some cases and the weakness of
national focal points had also limited possibilities for co-operation. In spite of
these di fficul ties and problems, hCMever, the similarity of social and economic
problems in alllPst .:111 developing countries, the continued worsening of those
problems and the similarity of the external pressures to which they wt·re being
SUbjected now made co-operation within th~ 'rCDC framework more relevant than ever
before.

46. ~lany de legat ions, in effect, saw the logic of TCDC as indisputable. It helped
developing countries foster collective self-reliance, it promoted trade among
participants, it diffused more widely the earlier benefits of more traditional
forms of economic co-operation and it could be a cost-effectiv~ alternative to
these traditional forms. Several of these delegations viewed TCDC as constituting
voluntary exchanges between developing countries, funded principally by themselves,
but thf'Y also acknowledged the importance of externally assisted catalytic and
promotional. activities.

47. Many delegations emphi\sized that the volume and scope of TCDC activitie'; - or
at least of activities having some of the characteristics of TCDC operations had
bee~ considerably greater than indicated by the formal reports. From developed and
developing countries, from United Nations agencies and programmes and other
intergovernmental institutions, delegations gave details of a large number of
exchanges or inputs - especially of training facilities ond advisory services ­
inVolving technical co-operation among developing countries. Many of these derived
from bilateral arrangements, others from the support of regional banks and other
organizations, others from regUlar programmes of specialized agencies, and an
increasing number from third-country arrangements, by which nationals from
developing countries were enabled to undergo training in other developing countries
al. the expense of donor countries.

48. Some delegations stressed the importance of ensuring the participation of
women in the TCDC programming exercises and, more importantly, that projects
undertaken enable full participation of and benefit for women. It was also
suggested that an important area for future TCDC action was the exploration of new
and innovative ways to cope with popUlation problems such as the fast rate of
urbanization, most of which was occurring in developing countries that did not have
the economic capacities to cope with such a vast demographic invers;on.

49. Some delegations considered that the re9ional framework was emerging as the
preferred area of expansion of TCDC. The simil,lCity of attitudes and needs within
a given region, often joined by a complement~rity of resources, could produce the
maximum benefits of economic and technical co-operation.

50. Most delegations felt able to view 'l'CDC as neither an end in itself nor a
substitute for technical co-operation with devel::>ped countries. In this spirit,
TCDC was perceived as part and parcel of the development process and in need of
being treated as such. Many delegations from developing countries had indicated
their readiness to assume responsibility for 'l'CDC and their willingness to
implement TCDC activitier; under financing received m,der their IPFs. To some
delegations from developed countries, this reflected the sensible approach to
TCOC: full integration within regular development activities. TCDC could only
work, in their view, if it was considered an important, effective and efficient
means of project execution. Planners and d~cision makers in Governments and
development organizations should therefore insist and ensure that maximum use was
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made of TCDC in the formulation and execution of development activities if and when
this was felt to be feasible. Where developing countries failed t.o take this
approach, TCDC remained isolated, with small-scale and somewhat unrelated
activities, most of which took place only if extra money was found. The philosophy
of TCDC and its positive potential would best ~ served if it were made an
integrated part of all technical assistance programmes. Unless this was done, TCDC
would remain a programme of low priority and low visibility.

51. Following this point of view, and considering also that TCDC had no~ gone
beyond conceptions and into practical application, the representatives of some
developed countries suggested that the time had come to move TCDC policy from the
periphery to the centre of organs with policy responsibility. The~' suggesteCJ that
the UNDP Governing Council provided a suitable forum to monitor TCDC activities, a
forum which could be bolstered by periodic review in the Economic and Social
Council and, if necessary, in the General Assembly to ensure system-wide
co-ordination and policy oversight.

52. Most delegations, however, preferred to discuss this question in the frameworl'
of agenda item 8 (Review of the functioning of tt>e High-level Committee:
submission to be made to the Special Commission of the Economic and Social Council)
(see annex II below).

B. Actions of Governments

53. As the primary responsibility of the developing countries themselves for the
initiation, organization, management, financing and project inputs of TCDC
act:ivities had long since been established (and in fact incorporated in the basic
guidelines laid down by the High-level Committee in decision 2/9), 6/ delegations
gave their attention mainly to the practical achievements and problems of the
countries in respect of these matters. A number of them have been discussed in
general termb above.

54. The need for adequate political will, for development priorities and for
resource allocations to be made available in order to make full use of the TCDC
potential was emphasized ov~r and over again. The potential itself needed to be
defined more actively and precisely so th~t a clear conception of both needs dnd
capacities was always available. For this purpose, there was a widespread need to
ensure that the focal points for TC~C were established at an adequate level of
authority in the processes of development planning and of resource allocation and
were staffed with properly trained professional officers. Full advantage should be
taken of the training and advisory services available within the United Nations
development system.

55. Some delegations recommended that developing countries should examine in a
systematic fashion all projects either in formulation or under review for the
possibility of obtaining inputs such as expert and training services, supplies and
equipment, frOnt other developing countries, which could be highly cost-effective.

56. A number of delegations attached particular importance to action by
Governments to bring the private sector (enterprises and other institutions) as
fully 3S possible into the identification and implementation of TCDC activities.
They perceived a spr.cial need for this in the industrial sector, where
"technological packages" consistent with the co-o,Jerating countries' stage of
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development had already proved feasible and valuable. It was recognized that
South-South co-operation in this area could not be sufficient in most cases to
bring the countries concernea into the technological age and to start narrowing the
gap between them and the industriali7ed countries. Howpver, it was considered
highly desirable for technological components to be included in TCDC arrangements
in view of the imperative facing many countries of making new products and finding
markets for them.

c. Support by the United Nations system

57. The importance of continued and strengthened support and assistance by the
United Nations development system, as one of the main pillars of technical
co-operation among developing countries, was again emphasized by all delegations.
Several paid tribute in particular to the Department of Technical Co-,~peration for
Development of the Secretariat, the Food and Agriculture Organizatio~l of the United
Nations (FAO), the International Labour Organisation (ILO), the Wo~ld Health
Organization (WHO), the United Nations Industrial Development Or~dnization (UNIDO),
the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), the 'dnited Nations
Conference for Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the regionp.i commissions, as well
as to UNDP, for their consistent efforts in supporting the promotional activities
of TCDC and to an increasing extent the operational activities.

58. They found it disappointing, however, that many other organizations of the
United Nations system had played only a marginal role, if any, so far in the
promotional activities, let alone the establishment of TCDC focal points or special
units for TCDC in their respective organizations. Virtually all the governing
bodies of the specialized agencies had endorsed the Buenos Aires Plan of Action and
urged its application in the agencies' sectors of competence. Despite thie broad
system-wide acceptance of the Plan of Action as a binding legislative framework for
support of the United Nations system for TCDC, it was regrettable that many
organizations have lent only lip-service support to TCDC without attempting to
incorporate it in their mainstream activities. Not only were additional resources
needed to optimize the role of TCDC in developmental efforts in the United Nations
system, but equally needed were the nece,ssary enthusiasm and an adequate response
on the part of the organizations concerned.

59. The result was that in too many of the organizations TCDC has remained more of
a peripheral activity, had not been accorded due priority and, more importantly,
had not been made to permeatt. the technical co-opera"'on mechanisms and proced"res
(and the attitudes of the professional staffs concerned) and therefore to become
thoroughly and consciously integrated into the whole of their actions. Not only
tinancial but also structural and attitudinal obstacles still had to be overcome.
There was seen to be need for more sustained effort on the part of these
organizations in providing not in conceptual but in practical terms the necessary
impetus and direction so that the concerns and possibilities of co-operation among
developing countries should be entered deliberately and continuously and even
automatically into all relevant actiors and provide common ground for their
co-operation with UNDP ~nd all other organizations.

60. Many delegations also felt disheartened to note tha' 'he organizations and
agencies of the United Nations system had not yet made su~iicient progress in
regard to the hiring of experts and consultants from developing countries or in the
procurement of equipment and supplies of developing country origins. That problem
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(lpr'/ilCipci ,,\11 nppr;\tion.ll activitips, and not only thosp of a tru'· TCDC character.
While ~;omp qpnuinp practical ciifficultiefl coulci be unclprstood, ~t was felt that
herf' a~ain ;\tti!ucleR werp partly to hlame - attitudes that Ifdnprl towarclR rplying
on known ilnd trarlitionClI ROllrcp" of projpct inputs.

61. Rpyoncl thesp asppcts, furthermore, it was statecl hy some delpgations that 'rCDC
still rlin nOL fepl thp impact of Cl concerted and inno~~~ive international economic
co-operat ivp pffort. As a result, Tcnc had remaine<i a per ipheral and somewhat
ohscure option for technical co-oper~tion among countries instead of being actively
pur·wed a!> £1,1 .lltprnate, morp cost-effective modality of technical vo-operation
lw!:tpr suitpcl to thp n(~eds of many devPlopinq countries. A sharper focus on TCDC
should hp supported by a more innovati'.e and mE'aningful intE'rpretation of thE'
promotional ,1nd supportivE' rolf' given by the united Nations developmE'nt system.
TCDC was a multidimemlional process. It could be hilateral or multilateral in
scope ann suhregional, regional or intf'rregional in naturE'. This allowed for a
vprsatility in interprE'tation that coulcl lean to the creation of more flexibl .. ,
inv 'ntive mpchanisms in support of TCDC orojects. With due credit to the valuable
contribution so far mane by UNDP and a number of specialized agencies, this was a
challengp still daunting the United Nations development system and one which the
donor community had largely ignored.

62. Mf'etings of the organizations' foc)l poi.nts such as that convened by the
Administrator of UNDP in 1986 could be a suitable place for continuing the qUE'st
for innovative approaches, in the view of some delegations. :t was suggested that
these mppting~ could usefully include some ~epresentati~n of the fc~al points of
thp developing countries themselves The meetings should be put on a regular
hasis, and theIr recommendations, t()gether with reports on follow-up action, should
continue to h~ put before the High-level Committee.

63. ryepresentati~es of a number of the agencies and organizations of the united
Na! system, including ONCTAD, UNIOO, t:,e Economic Commission for Latin American
and llle Caribbean (ECLAC), UNFPA, the International Research and Training Institute
for the Advancement of Women, FAO, the World Food Council (WFCl, WHO, ILO, the
United Nations Educationul, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the
International Maritime Organi1.ation (IMO) made statements elaborating on their
commitment to TCDC, their internal arrangements for supporting it, and the project
formulation and operations in which they had been involved. 'fhe representative of
the Department of Technical Co-operation for DevE'lopment mentioned the recent
establishment of a focal point in that Departm~nt for TCDC ac~~vities and the
launching of a modest bllt signi ficant program~ for TCDC under the Uni ted Nations
Regular Programme of Technical Co-operation. The Department had also been active
in the preparations for and the conduct of the intercountry programming exercises.
Tt>e representative of UNESCO declared that a TCDC focal point had now been
established in the organization and that funds had been earmarked exclusively for
TCDC activities in the lQ86-1987 budget. UNESCO had completed an internal study in
1987 of its TCDC activities and wa..:; providing support for seven regional and
interregional studies.

64. The representative of UNCTPD introduced the report of
in technologi~al co-operation among developing countries;
(TO/B/1128)), which hart been rl::J1'2sted of his organization
Committee (derision 4/L). 1/
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65. A number of international orqanl.za~ions olltside the IIni ted Nations system also
made titatements.

66. Virtually all deleqations praised UNDI' for continuing and expand~ng the
central ar.d stimulating roh~ it was playing in the framewc.rk of support by the
United Nations developnnnt: f3ystem of TCDC activities. The Administrator had said
that UNDP could, should and would do more; some delegations, recalling this
promise, wanted to see fll,'ther action taken in a number of aspects.

67. There was widespread interest in and enthusiasm for the catalytic and
supportive role of UNDP in initiating the I'lubregional intercountry TCDC programming
exercises, of which fou r t'ad been held and st!veral more were al ready planned. Some
delegations suggested that these exercisee shoulc'l be put on a reqular basis and
that, with the agreement. ef the countries cn"'lC"erned, other relevant organizations
of the United Nations system should play a part. Prior ;.IOrk in establishing
catalogues of needs and capacities was recommendErlI the s:.Jggestion was also made
that a collation of needfl and capacities that could not be matched by the
developing countries concerned could be a useful input into program.ning in other
reg tons or int<.' the consll1era'dons of bilateral donors.

68. Some d~legations pointed out th~ encouragement and support by UNDP of these
progra:,ulling exercises had the potential for arawing more countries into TCDC. At
the same time, the object must be to develop projects that did in fact get
implemented. It would not be helpful to generate lists of projects that were
bottle-necked owing to a lack of resources. If United Nations resources were to be
solicited, the exercises should to the extenL possible focus on projects that
fitted within country programmes so that they could be funded from IPFs.

69. Across the whole range of UNDP responsibi lities and actions, in the view of
some delegations, further attention should be paid to scrutinizing projects i~

formulation or under operational review for opportunities for TCDC and for the
maximum possible opportunities of giving developing countries the means of
participating in projects in general, whether by the provision of experts, training
facilities and equipment or by the award ~o them of contracts.

70. Some delegations felt that UNDP could engage itself morE: fUlly in the field.
One delegation remarked that a number of UNDP officials themselves were not
convinced of the general philosophy of TCDe, and some might not even be aware of
the fundamental concepts. UNDP staff in the field should be advocates of the
practic<:! itself and should try to consult with Governments on how best to initiate
TCDC at the field level.

71. Appreciation was widely expressed of the improved quality and innovative work
of the UNDP Spe-:ial Unit for TCDC, including its role in the intercountry
programming exercise, its initiatives in co-operating with the other organizations
of the United Nations system and its support of assistance to developing countri~s'

focal points. Some delegations considered that the Unit should be strengthened in
its present role by beina more adequately staffed and equipped. Some others
considered that, as TCr,~ itself became progressively integrated into the mainstream
of UNDP activities, the staff of the Unit should be increasingly used to assist the
regional bureaux in designing or redesigning projects to fit the 'I'CDC mould. Many
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delegations supported the view that llNOP should make extra effort.s to SUPilort those
developing count.ries that were in great need of strengthening their TCDC focal
points in order to enable them to participate in TCDC activities.

72. Delegations welcomed the enlargement and modernization of the Information
Referral System (INRES) as an important step in establishing a systemized method
for matching needs and available capacities among developing countries. Since it
was essentinl to increase the flow of information for TCDC, INRES should be ~~rther

expanded and updated on a regular basis, and linkages should be established with
ot.her information vystems in the United Nations development system.

73. Questions raised about the use of UNDP resources for TCOC projectR are
included in the following section.

E. Financing of Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries

74. Having respect for principle~ embodied in the Buenos Aires Plan of Action, the
delegations agreed that the financing of TCDC activities was primarily the
responsibility of the developing countries themselves. Multilateral and bilateral
external aid was te be regarded as complementary to the efforts of those c0'-1nt["i~s,

75. Most delegations, however, pointed to the dilel1\l1\d inherent in the application
of these principles. The hard (act of the matter was that, on the on~ hand, most
of the developing countries did not have tb" resources to enter into more than a
small fraction of potential TCDC activities and, on the other hand, external
assistance was not forthcoming in sufficiE.nt "complementary" quantity.

76. There were further appeals to developed countries and aid-givin~ organizations
for additional resources. Appreciation was explesaed of evidence of increased
interest in TCDC and in a few cases of increased financing on the part of these
external sourcc~. But it was generally agreed that the gap between needs and
resourc~s wab still wide and growing wider.

77. The retir ing President of the Committee had suggested in opening the meeting
that the choices faced wer~ either tu keep asking for resources compatible with
needs, which was obviously unrealistic, or to leave things as they were, which was
dangerous, or to use al.! available resources to carry out a larger number of
projects, reducing the cost of technical co-operation by increasing the use of TC,)C
inputs and United Nations volunteers.

78. Some delegations urged that innovative approaches to the financing problem
should be vigorously sought. One Jelegation described as a SUCCeS~ st0ry the
establishment by a major developing country in ~~ia in co-operation with ESCAP of a
"co-operation fund" for TCDC with both convertible and non-convertible currency.
There had also been some progress in enterpr ise--to-entfHpr ise co-operation and the
setting up of multinational production enterprises. Other delegations suggested
seeking more triangular co-operation arrangements - the third party being a
developed country - and greater co-operation from the technical assistance
programmes of lending institutions, especially in financing consultants and
contractors from developing countries.

79. As regards financing with the United Nations development system, a group of
delegations recommended that the organizations other than UNDP should set aside
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10 ppr cent of their technical aflsistance reBOUrCef' for TCDC activities, that UNDP
should remove its limit of 10 per cent on the proportion of country IPFs to be used
for !'luch act i v i ties, and that add it iona 1 I PF resou rces nhould bf'! made ava Hable for
TeDe at the regional, interregional and glob~l project levels.

80. Some other delegations, however, argued that what TCDC needed for success was
a greater priority in the develof'llent plans of the developing countries and in
their own use of fundings such as the IPFs. Its success could not be dependent
upon increasing the level of special funding from within UNDP resources, the input
of which was, and should remai~, for promotional activities. UNDP fundS needed for
implementation, as opposed to promotion, should be through IPF financing. Specific
earmarking within multilateral development funds for implementation of TCDC would
set aside and reduce resources that should be an integral part of normal
development activities. IPF financing gave full recognition to the priorities set
by the cou,1tr ies themselves an well as to the integration of TCDC actt vities in the
development process.

81. Several delegations remarked on the fact that an increasing number of
countries werp indeed giving higher priority to TCDC components in projects funded
by IPFs. This trend could be expected to continue, in many of the country
programmes presented to the UNDP Governing Council for approval in 1987, the TCDC
aspect was becoming more prominent. Also to be welcomed was an increase in the
demand for and use of United Nations volJnteers. Another delegation considered
that changes in procedures allowing for financing of local costs and for
reimbursement of TCDC expenditures in foreign currency would go a long way towards
greater and more purp06eful utilization of IPFs for TCDC.

82. Attention was drawn to financial ~roblems that could arise from recently
initiated intercountry programming exercises. Experience had already shown that
follow-up to many TCDC promotional effortR had signif icant fina;'-:ial implications
that not all developing countries could afford. The role of the United Nations
development system might need to be redefined during the process of implementation
of measures agreed upon in TCDC exercises.
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v. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

A. Repr,rt of the Chairman of the Working Group to the plenary

81. At it~ 7th meeting, on 27 May 1987, the Committee considered the report of the
Chairman of the Working Group to the plenary as contained in document TCDC/5/L.24
and Add.l and '2.

84. In this report the Working Group recommended the adoption of 10 draft
decisions. The Committee adopted the draft decisions without a vote. The texts of
the decisions are reproduced in annex J dS decisions 5/1 through 5110.

ij5. The Working Group also recommended the adoption of the text, . ased on a draft
that had been presented by the President, of a statement to be submitted to the
Special Commission of the Economic and Social Council on an In-depth Study of the
United Nations Intergovernmental Structure and Functions in the Economic and Social
Fields in accordance with Council decision 1987/112 of 6 February 1987. The
Committee adopted this text without a vote (see annex 11).

B. Views expressed by delegations following the adoption of
the decisions

86. Concerning the submission to be made to the Special Commission of the Economic
and Social Council (see annex Il), the c' legation of Norway ·..,ished to reserve the
position of its Government as to the in rpretation to be given to the last
sentence of paragraph 5. The deleg~tion of Norway was joined in this reservation
by the delegations of Denmark, Sweden, Finland, the Federal Republic of Germany,
the Netherlands, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, France
and Canada. These delegations stres~ed that their views in no way represented a
weakening of their support for TCDC and their acceptance of its Buenos AJ r.es Plan
of Action. They recognized that it would rest with the Special Commission of the
Economic and Social Council to recommend whatever changes, if any, might be
appr opr ia te.

87. The delegations of Argcncina, Egypt, Brazil, China, Mauritania and Guatemala
wished to record their concern at what they perceived was an implied regression
from previous commitments by developed countries to support for TCDC. They also
felt that any al-.tempt to question the role and "tatus of the High-level Committee
would be tantamount to questioning the validity of the Plan of ~ction. These
delegations, however, expressed appreciation of the support anc. contributions of
the developed countries to TCDC in the past and welcomed th~ reassurances of their
continuing suwort. The vi.ew was also expressed that in the area of TCDC
co-operation, action spoke louder than words, and the progress reports tu be made
at the sixth session ill 1989 would illuminate the meaning of the aBsurances ~hat

had been given.

88. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany, referring to the decision
adopted in regard to the report of the Joint Inspection Unit (see annex ~,

decision 5/9), also reserved the right to make its views on this matter known in
the Economic and Sac ial Counc i1 .
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89. Several delugations paid tribute to the contrtbutions made to the session by
the President, the Vice-Presl.dents, the Rapporteur, the Administrator 0f UNDP and
his staff, and the representatives of the other organizations.

C. Schedule and organization of work for the sixth session
of the High-level Committee

90. The Committee adopted the draft provisional agenda for its sixth session as
contained in document TCDC/5/L.24/Add.2. The provisional a~enda is contained in
decision 5/11 (see annex I).

D. ~eport on credentials

91. At the 7th meeting, the president reported that, in accordance with rule 8 of
the High-level Committee's rules of procedure, the Bureau had examined the
credentials of delegations and had found them to be in order. The Committee
approved the oral report of the President.

E. Draft report of the plenary

92. The Committee authorized its Rapporteur to complete its report, taking into
account any amendments or comments received from delegations, and to present the
report to the Governing Council of UNDP at its thirty-fourth session.
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VI. (,1.()~;(J1U: <w '('m: ~i1'::;~; ION

fI. ~.~~)Ri_!1..2 st.itpmt'nt hy the Administrator of thf'
Un_ltpd Ni'lt I~).I'; Devf'\opment Proqri'lmml_'

91. In ,1 cl.osinq stah-ment, df'l iven~d on helllllf of thf' fldministrat.or of UNDP, tht'
Aflsociiltp AominiRtrator ilSRured till' ('ommittpp that full and careflll consioE'ri'ltlon
would bl' qivf'n to thORf' df'cl~1i'n~. thilt WE'rE' dirpctf'd to thl' Aominlstri'ltor of UNDI'
(lnd (Ill others thnl hnd n bparinq on his responslbllitlf's. He would act promptly,
and ht' was sun- thi'lt thf' Govprninq Counci I would d" thp same, to tilke the steps
thi'lt wprp ff'aRihle i'lnd llseful to the further development of TCDC.

94. Thl' Associatp Administrator notpd that some of thp df'cl"ionn tenol'd to
inerLane the workloild of fact-gntherinq, ilnalysin, annf'ssment i'lnd rpportinq that
would fall upon the Speci<ll lInit at the very time when itR rOnd was open to iI

hurgeoning of activity In programming ann traininq in the fielo. Until thp
financial situation improved, difficult choices would have to be maop in the use of
the time i'lnd manpower that would hI' availahle.

9'). Concerning the extpnt of appl iCilt inn of thp 10 per cent limit on the use for
'I'CDC of the country indicative planninq figures, he pointed OUt thi'lt therp was no
limit on the proportion of the TPF'~l thilt. a country miqht oevotp to the costs, in
foreign currencies and in many caseR in local currpncieR, of proiects that served
its own n;,tional devl>lopment objertives. Once a project met the basic requlrementR
of any UNLI'-assisted proiect, a choice among severill modalitips of implementiltion
h<ld to be made. Inputs could he drawn from world-wloe sources of exrerts,
manilgement, equipment, trillninq facllitieR and so on, hut they could also be
obtained, and in many cases at lower cost, from another specj fieo oeveloping
country, subject to UNOI' financial regUlations and rules. The 10 per cent
limitation on the country's IPFs applil'd only to expenditures that would hp borne
by one of the participating countries from its own TPF's for the hpneflt of the
other country.

q6. The Associate Administrator said that, unavoidably, it had taken time to
spre~d understanoinq of TCDe, to assess the resources available in the developinq
countries t.o generate the will of the countries - and the will of the United
Nations development system - to take advantage of those resources. It had taken
time also to gear up both the Governments and the organizations to make deliberate
and systematic use of those reRources. Forces of habit, traditional and
conventional alLituoes towards project design ann execution, resistance to change
and reliance on the presumed higher competences of the Industridlized countries
could not be made to oisappear all at once. There were still points of resistance
and reluctance and even of ignorance to he cleared out, In lINDP staff at.
Hea~quarters and in the field, In its sister organizations in the United Nations
system and also in some of the Governments themselves.

97. However, the record showed thilt progress was beinq made all the time. The
qains in experience and quality of the work of the Special Unit; UNOI' actions in
support of the development of focal points at country :evel; i. , meetings with the
focal points of the specialized aqenclpR and other organizations; the inter-country
pr()gramming '('('DC pxercises that it had helped and would continue to help to
orqan i zp - .lll thpsf' werp ev Idencp of thp commi t.ment of IINDP to 'f'. 'DC. Thpre was
one great Iimit"tinn that npither UNDP, nor thp other orqanizations In thp Unitl'd
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Nations system, nor their partners in the non-governmental world, nor many of the
developed and developinq countries alike could overcome by rhetoric or resolutions,
l.et alone by some sudden change of heart and fortune. That limitation was the
shortage of financial reSources. The Administrator had not lost confidence that
there were additional resources that could be directed to deve~'pment assistance
without pain to their suppliers but with benefit to the developing countries and
the world aa a whole.

98. The Associate Administrator declared tllat UNDP souyht constantly to br ing
about a dynamic growth in the IPFs and complementary funds and the resources thus
available for country, ,egional, interregional and global technical co-operation,
including TCDC as an integral and growing part of all these. It wanted to be able
also to strengthen the Special Unit so that its ,,-eight and experience could be used
to penetrate the TCDC modality into the mentality, the planning and the action of
every relevant llNDP unit at headquarters and in the Held and into those of the
partner organizations and Governments. UNDP look~ to the day when TCDC, with the
innovation, appropriateness and cost-effectiveness that went with it, became part
and parcel of all its actions, and when the use of TCDC became second nature to
everybody involVed in technical co-operation.

B. Closing statement by the Acting President

99. On behalf of the President, the Vice-President and Chairman of the working
Group congratulated the delegations and the secretariat on the results that had
been achieved at the fifth session. He noted thaL ~he number of delegations of
Governments attending had increased considerably (from 69 to 121) since the
previous session. A total of 39 as compared with 30 Governments had sent delegates
from their capitals. More should do so, since the direct representation of actions
at the grass-roots level was a primary necessity.

100. The Acting President said that the Committee had been glad to see a
considerable increase in TCDC activities on the part of the developing countries,
with increased help from UNDP and the United Nations development system as a
whole. The principles of the Buenus Aires Plan of Action had been reaffirmed and
relevant decisions had been taken which expanded the framework of the Committee's
action. TCOC had so far yielded remarkable results in spite of the unfavourable
economic conditions which had overtaken the world as a whole.

Notes

1/ Report of the united Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation among
Developing Countries, Buenos Aires, 30 August-l2 September 1978 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.78.II.A.ll and corriqendum), chap. I.

l/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Session,
Supplement No. 39 (A/35/39 and Corr.l) •

1/ ~., Thirty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 39 (A/36/39).

i/ Ibid., Thirty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 39 (A/38/39).

2/ Ibid., Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 39 (A/40/39).
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~ (continued)

.§./ See Oftic tal Records of the Genel al Assembly, Th l[ ty-sixth Sess ion,
Supplement No. 39 (A/36/39), annex I.

1/ See Official Records of the Gene~al Assembly, Fortieth Session,
Supplement No. 39 (A/40/39), annex I.
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5/1. Co-operative exchange of skills among developing
countries through technical ~o-operation

The High-level Committee

1. Take& note of the study by the secretariat of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development entitled "Skill exchange in technological
co-operation among developing countries: some developnent aspects", ~/

2. Expresses its satisfaction concerning the study and the conclusions and
recommendations contained therein,

3. Tnvites all organizations of the United Nations developnent system to
support the inplementation of an integrated approach to the co-operative exchange
of skills among developing countries as spelled out in the conclusions of the
above-mentioned study. ~/

7th plenary meeting
27 May 1987

5/2. Measures to facilitate TCDC: Staffing of the Special
Unit for Technical CO-Operation among Developing
Countries of the United Nations Development Programme

The High-level Committee,

Recalling its decisions 3/8 and 4/3 in which it, inter alia, called for the
strengthening of the Special Unit for Technical Co-operation among Developing
Countries of the United Nations Developnent Programme to enable it to discharge
fUlly its functions in support of progress in technical co-operation among
developing countries,

Recognizing that the Special unit acts as the focal point for teChnical
co-operation among developing countries within the United Nations Development
Programme, which itself is the focal point of technical co-operation among
developing countries for the entire U~ited Nations development system,

Conscious that there is need for system-wide co-ordination of activities in
support of technicdl co-operation among developing countries and that, in the
absence of an adequately staffed special unit within the United Nations Development
Programme, such a task will be difficult to undertake,

1. F.xpresses regret at the inability of the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme to provide additional staffing for the Special Unit
for Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries at this time,

~/ TD/B/1l28.

E/ Ibid., paras. 61-71.
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2. Urges the Administrator to take into account the high priority that, in
the view of the High-level Committee, should be accorded to ensure adequate
staffing for the Special Unit,

1. Requests the Administrator to report to the High-level Committee at ita
sixth session on the ability of the Special Unit to fulfil its mandate in view o~

its staffing capacity at the reporting period.

7th plena ry meet i ng
~May 1987

5/3. Information from Governments and intergovernmental
organizations on their activities in technical
co-operation among dev~loping countries

T~e High-level Committee

1. Takes note uf the report of the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme entitled "some information from Governments on their
activities in technical co-operation among developing countries", £/

2. Expresses satisfaction that, compared with the previous reporting period,
there has been an increased number of replies received from developing countries to
the request by the United Nations Development Programme for information on their
activities in technical co-operation among developing countries,

3. Urges the developed countries, in the light of the limited response to
the request made by the united Nations Development Programme for information on
their activities in support of technical co-operation among developing countries,
to make available in the future the information requested,

4. Invites the developing countries to continue to strengthen their focal
points for technical co-opera t 'on among developing countries with a view to
promoting their activities related to technical co-operation among developing
countries at the country level,

5. Urges the Governments of developed countries to give their full support
to the implementation of recommendations 35 and 36 of the Buenos Aires Plan of
Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical Co-operation among Developing
Countries, ~/

6. Emphasizes the increasing impo~tance for the developing countries of
schemes, programmes and projects for technical co-operation among developing
countries in the light of the critical economic situation affecting them and the
least developed countries in particular,

£/ TCOC/5/3 and Corr.l.

g/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation a~ong

Developing Countri~~!_I3.~enosAires, 30 August-12 September 1978 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.78.II.A.ll and corrigendum).
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7. lnvite5 interested developing countries to pr(~ote the participation of
the rdvate sectors of their economies in activities and projects for technical
co-operation among developing countries;

8. Recommends that the united Nations Development Programme and ether
relevant organizations of the United Nations system continue to support all
co-ordinating activities for technical co-operation among developing countries
carried out by developing countries among themsf.olves, particularly the biennial
meetings of the heads of national technical co-operation organs and to undertake
apprupriat.e follow-up action on the rertillent recommendations adopted at such
meetings relating to the support of the United Nations system "'0 the promotion of
technical co-operation among developing countries;

9. ~equest__ the Administrator to report to the High-level Committee at its
si.xth sEOssion on the progress attained by Governments ill their activities in
t~chnical cv-operation among develo~ing countries.

7th plenary meeting
27 M~987

5/4. Role of women in technical co-operation among
deVeloping countrles

The High-level Committe~,

Recalllng paragraph 17 of the Bu~nos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and
Implementing Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries, ~/ which identifies
the intpgration of women in development as a field of co-operation to be
strengthened and supported by the recommendations of the Plan of Action,

Recalling also its decision 2/2 entitled "Promoting women's participation in
development flrogrammes through technical co-operation among developing countries"
as well as its decision :>/7 entitled "Integration of women in deve10~ellt through
technical co-operation among developing countr ies",

Endorsing the priority placed on technical co-operation activities by the
international commul •.ity in pa:agraphs 322 to 337 of the Nairobi Forward-look Ing
Strategies for the Advancement of Women, ~/

Aware that the Uni ced Nations system has iden ti fled techn ical co-operat ion as
a means of improving international action to integrate women in development by
including. specific subprogramr..e entitled "Technical co-operation, training and
advisory services" in its system-wide ll'''dium-term plan for women and
dpvelopmen t, !/

~/ Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of
t!le United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, Nail'obi,
1.:-26 .July 1985. :United Nations pUhlication, Salc>s No. E.85.IV.IOl, chap. i,
sect. A.

£; F./190i/52.
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1. 0.
developing-

ies to monitor progress made through technical co-operation among
tries to integrate women in develo~ent a.::ti vities,

2. Rf'qu~ the Administrator of the l1nited Nations Development Programme
and the heads of all organs of the United Nations develo~ent syst "m to develop
comprehensive guidelines baaed on the Buenos Aires Plan of Action J[ promoting and
Implementing Technical Co-operation among Developing Countri<:!s and to implement the
relevant measures of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women for the purpose of increasing thp participation of W0men jn all asp~ts of
technical co-operation among developing countries,

~. ~~~nds that the SL~retary-General, in formulating his proposals on
t< leal co-operation among developin~ countries for the medium-te.m pla.n for thp
?f:r~ d 1990-1995, clearly specify measures to increase the participation ef women
J11 ..11 aspects of techn ical cO"operation among developing countr iea in the major
programmes,

4. Further requests the Administrator to report to the Hi~h-level Committee
at its sixth session and to the Governing Council at its thirty-sixth session on
activities proposed and und~rtaKen by the United Nations system to enlarge the role
of women in technical co-operation among developing countries with respect to these
requests.

7th plenary meeling
27 May 1987

5/5. Progress made in implementing the tasks entrusted to the
Unit~d Natior.~ development syst.em by the SIIenos Aires
Pldn of Action for promoting_~nd Implementing Technical
Co-' ,)eratior among Developing Countries

The High-level Committee,

Reaffirming the Buenos ,!I,ires Plan of Action for Pranoting and Implementing
Technical co-operation among Developing Countries Q/ and the pertinent decisions
adopted at its previous meetings,

Taking note of the reports presented by the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme to the High-level Committee at its fifth sessio~ on
this subject.,

Emphasizing the increasing importance for the developing coun tr ies of
activities, programmes a~ projects for technicll co-operation among developing
~ountries in the light of l'~ critical economic situation,

Recognizing the important role that technical co- JF~ration amo~o ~eveloping

countr ies can play b tile implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990, ~/ adopted by the General

~/ General Assembly resolution 3-13/2, annex.
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AStlemblyat lts thlrtepnth flpecial seA~Jion, and takinq not!' of Uw clllwid"rable
efforts alreilldy l.'eing made in the field of technical co-operation among developing
countries,

Expressing con... rn that the resources available for acti vities, programmes and
projects for technical co-operilltion among developing countries have not met the
growing requirements and needs of the developing countrieA,

1. Requests the organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations
develo~ent system to t~ke expeditious action within their respective fields of
cnmpetence for the implementation of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting
and Implementing Technic.31 Co-operation amo·.; nt'velopinq Countries, which is a
legislative framework for all activities, ~(ogrammes and projects for ter-hnica]
co-operation Clmong developing countries and to indicate clearly in their
legislative provisions the specific tasks to be accomplished in the area of
technic4l co-operation among developing countr ies 1

2. Rec:ommE:nds that each of the bod.es and organizations of the United
Nations sYStemcarry out, every two years, a se:,>arate base review of its activities
for technical co-operation among developing countries and report on its results to
the High-level Committee,

3. Invite£" the organizations and t.he bodies of the [Jnited N!ltions flystem, I:>y
way of reaffirming their catalytic role, to establish or strengthen their focal
points and/0r co-ordination centres for I_echnical co-operation among developing
countries in order to disseminate the pr iOciples of technical co-operation among
dev~loping countries throughout their programmes and to as~ist Governments to
prepare and execute specific projects for technical co-operation amoDg Jeveloping
coun tr iea,

4. Reque£ts the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme
and the organizations of the United Nations development system to systematize,
unify and improve lIpon the methodology for presental ion of the data related to
activitief'l for technical co-'')peration among developil'O countr ies in the reports for
future sessions of the High-level Committee,

5. Urges the bodies of the United Nations system with the mandate and
resources for carrying out activities for technical co-operation amon~ developing
countries to estahli'3h and maintzin greater transpare, -:y as to the resources
available for promoting and 6~veloping activities for technical co-operation among
developing countries,

6. Req"ests the Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme to ensure adequate flexibility in the programme's rules and procedures to
enable developing countries to make more effective and fuller use of the indicative
planning figures for technical co-operation among developing countries;

7. Requests all organizations of the United Nations system to expi.,'re
additional sources of finance for projects and activities for technical
co-operation among developing countries, including those of an i.nterreCjional and
global natur<!, and to allocate an increasing proport ion of their reSOUI 2S t.)

a~tivities and projects for technical GO' operation among opveloping countrie~','
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8. !!Jtes. not~_ of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit .t:!/ and the relevant
comments of the Adml.nistrat ive Committee on Co-ordination jj and requests the
Administrator of the United Natlon6 Development Pr~Jramme to include in the report
requested in paragrall) 11 of the present decision the views of the United Nations
development system on these documents and tneir recommendations and commentsl

~. Reiterates the ne~d to m~ke full use of t~e potential of developing
countries an~ 1n this c .ntext also invites the organizations and the bodies of the
U~ited Nations system to strive ever more actively to use the equipment, servicp'6,
experts and consultants availnble in the developing COuntries in keeping with
existing rules and regulations and :n that respect to c0ntinue to review their
procurement practic~s and policies;

10. Requests the Secretary-General and calls "pon all organizaU.ons of the
United Nations system to take the steps necessary, in keeping with exidting rules
and regulations, to increase procurement in the develc, :ng countries for the United
Nations syotem by, inter alia, moving to overcome the ~k of information about the
possibilities these countries offer in the procuremer)t drea and to achieve greater
rlissemination of information about procurement possibilities and practices of the
United N~tions system,

11. Request~ the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to
include in his report to the Gove::-ning Council at its thirty-fifth session an
expanded version of tne report called for under decision 4/1 adopted by the
High-level Committee at its fourth session, the said report to be bllc:led on the
experience gained in the field in implementation of paragraphs 8 and 9 of the
present decision and to include progress made and difficulties and obstacles that
may have been encountered,

12. Urges the international community, the United Nation& Developnent
Programme and all organizations and agencies of the Unit.ed Nationg development
system to give full support, inclUding the a~locatior. of sufficient reSO'Hces, to
facilitat~ the implementation o~ the United Nations Programme of Action tor African
Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990 within the framework of technical
co-operation among developing countries1

13. Decides to include in the agenda of the sixth session of the High-level
Committee to be held in 1989 an item entitled "Overall apprai,sal and assessment of
the implementation by the united Nations development system of the Buenos Aires
Plan of Action",

14. Requests the Administrator of the United NationG Development Programme to
submit to the High-level Committee at its sixth session a report on the
implementation of the present decision;

~/ A/40/656.

i/ A/40/656/Add.l.
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15. Requests that all the reports called for by the High-level Committee be
made available well in advance of the si~th session, thereby allowing sufficient
time for member States to analyse them in detail.

7th plenary meeting
27 May 1987

5/6. Na t ton..l foe ... l points and rev rt of the meeting of Tr.OC
focal pvints 01 organ:zations of t~e United Nations
development system held in New York

'i'he High-level Commit~ le,

Having considered the repo~·t of the meeting of TCDC focal points of
organizations of the United Nations development system, 1/ held in New York on
4 and 5 March 198b,

Noting with ~~rreciatic'l the initiative taken by the United Nations
Davelop~ent ~roJramme to convene the meeting with a view to strengthening technical
co-operation among developing countr ies within the United Nations system,

1. Urges the organizations 0(: the United Nations development system to adopt
and implement the recommendations made at the meeting for strengthening technical
co-operation among developing countries within the or<]ani.zationE of the United
Nations development system and with respect to the procurement ot goods and
services frc,m developing countries by organizations of the system, .~/

2. Requests the Administt:ator of the United Nations Development Programme to
convene meetings of focal points for technical co-operation among developing
countries of organizations of the United Nations development system every two
years, preferably immediately prior to each session of the High-l.evel Committee, to
discuss ways and means of furthec strengthening technical co-operation among
developing countries,

3. Further requests the Administrator of the United Nations Development
Programme to report to the High-level Committee at its sixth session on the
implementation of the present decision,

4. l0vites the United Nations r~velopment Programme, the organs and bodies
of the Unit,ed Nations development system and the developed countr ies to assist the
developing countries to sLrengthen thp.ir focal points for technical co-operation
among developing countries in order to enable them to participate effectively in
activities for technical co-operation among developing countries.

7th plenary meeting
27 May 1987

1/ TC~/5/JNF/l.

~/ Ibid., annex, sect. E.
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5/7. strengthening and improving activities for technical
cO"operation among developing countr ies unl'ertaken
by the organizations of the United Nations system

The High-level Committee,

Recalling the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing
Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries ~/ and the relevant resolutions
of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the pbramount importance of the urgent and complete implemental ion
of the recommendation containAd in paragl.:itph 56 of the BuenVl Aires Plan of 1.ction,

Bearing in mind the role, functions ~nd responsibilities assigned by the
BuenOR Aires Plan of Action to the United Nations Development Programme in
promoting and implementing technical co-operation among developing countries,

Recognizing the need and the importance of increasing and strengthening
co-ordination among the organizations of the United Nations system for carrying out
activities in support of technical co-operation among developing countries,

~alllng the proposal made at the Eighth Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Harare from 1 to 6 September 1986, 1/
that a representative group of non-aligned and other developir.g countries should
hold meetings with all eKecuting agencic5 of the Unit~d N5tions system in order to
ensure the adoption of effect:ve measures to achieve the objectives of economic and
technical co-operation among developing countries,

1. Considers that the siKlh session of the High-level Committee on the
Review of Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries could usefully be
preceded by a two-day meeting of all executing agencies of the United Nations
system with the developing countries in order to ensure the adoption of effective
meas~res to achieve the objectives of economic and technical co-operation among
developing co~~triesJ

2. Invites all executing agencies of the United Nations system dea_ing with
technical co-operation among developing countries to participate at the highest
level at such a meeting and to present a comprehensive assessment a~d appraisal of
their activities in technical co-operation among developing countries since the
anoption of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Imp1~menting

Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries:

3. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to
take the neCp.ssdry action in the light of paragraph 1 above.

7th plenary meeting
27 May 1987

l/ See A/41/697-S/18392, annex.
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5/8. Strengthening and improving intergovernmental programming
exercises for technical co-operation among developing
;::ountries

The High-level Committee,

Recalling the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing
Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries ~I and the relevant resolutions
of the United Nations,

~eaffirming the important role of technical co-operation among developing
cOJntries in economic develo~ment as well as in the reinforcement of individual and
collective self-reliance of developing countries,

Taking note with satisfaction of the results of the intergovernmental
programming exercises for technical co-operation among developing countries in
recent years,

Bearing in mind that these exercises should be guided ay the principle of
equality and mutual benefit between and among participating developing countries,
ensuring the achievements of practical results and the use of resources of
technical co-operation among developing countries mainly for the implementation of
concrete projects,

Considering that the involvement of developed countries in supporting and
financing projects resulting from the intergovernmental programming exercises for
technical co-operation among develo~ing countries would be an important element of
North-South co-operation,

Considering further that the support cmd invoh'ement of international
financing institutions would further enhance the promotion and implementation of
activities for technical co-operation among developing countries,

Recalling in this regard recommendations 35 and 36 of the Buenos Aires Plan of
Action, in which, inter alia, Governments of developed countries were invited to
give full support to technical co-operation among developing countries,

Recalling also recommendation 32 of the Buenos Aires nlan of Action, in which
the Unitp.d Nations Development Programme was given the res:,onsibility for
catalyzing and promoting technical co-operation among developing countries
throughout the United Nations system,

Considering the need for further strengthening and improving intergovernmental
r~ogramming exercises for technical co-operation among developing countries to meet
the growing requirements of developing countries in their economic development,

1. Recognizes that intergovernmental programming exercises for technical
co-operation among developing countries between c.nd among participati.ng countries
~ould constitute a useful modality for promoting technical co-operation among
developing countries and that such exercises require, for further strengthening and
improvement, an adequate evaluation of the concrete execution of the agreed
projects and activities;
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2. Recognizes ft~her that theflf> L.erciRef> nhoulrl continue to be closely
linked with priorities and planning for national develo~ent objectives,

J. Invites developing countries to support and part1cipate in the
intergovernmental progtamming exercises for technical co-operatio,l among developing
countries and to take appropriate follow-up actions in accordance with their own
capacities and requirements,

4. Requests that regional, intelregional and global programming exercises,
sectofal and/or comprehensive, for technical co-operation among developing
countries continue to be held in accordance with the expressed needs of the
developing countries and that an adequate evaluatJ.on of these exercises be made,

5. Emphasizes th£ importance of the catalytic and promotional role of the
United Nations Development Programme in these exercises and its role in the
execution of projects thereof,

6. Recommends that the implementation of projects resulting from these
exercises be incorporated, whenever possible or appropriate, into the programmes,
including country, regional, interregional and global programmes, of the United
Nations Development Programme,

7. Invites other United Nations booies to participate, whenever appropriate,
in these programming exercisas for technical co-operation among developing
countries and to provide financial support for the execution of projects resulting
therefrom,

8. Inv i tes developed cOlln tr ies to provide support and financing for project s
and activities reSUlting fram these exercises,

9. Encourages and calls upon the international and regional financing
institutions to join the efforts of the organs and organizations within the United
Nations syste" to assist developing countries in their activities for technical
co-operation among developing countries,

10. Invites participating countries to share information and experiEnc~

related to these exercises,

11. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to
submit to the High-level Committee at its sixth session an analytical report
containing an evaluation of these exercises and the state of the implementation of
projects resulting therefrom.

~lenary meeting
27 May 1987
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5/9. Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on United Nations
development k3ystem support to the.!mplementation of
the Buenos Ai res Plan of Action fOt Promoting and
Implementing Technical Co-operation among Developing
Countries

The High-level Committee

1. Takes note of the report of the Joint Inepection Unit entitled "United
Nations development system support to the implementation of the Buenos Aires Plan
of Action on technical co-operation among developing countries", h/ of the comments
of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on that report 17 and of the note
by the Administrator concerning the two documentsJ ~/

2. Supports the view of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination that
the report of the Joint Inspection Unit and the discussion on its findings and
recommendations should lead to a useful re-examination of the current operational
policies and practices in the United Nations development system in supporting and
assisting developing countries in the formulation and implementation of ~rojects

for t.echnical co-operation among developing countries and to the improvement of
those practices whenever necessarYJ

3. Supports the view of the Joint Inspection Unit that the Buenos Aires Plan
of Action, which has been endorsed by virtually all the governing bOdies of the
United Nations system, should be considered a binding legislative framework
governing support by the United Nations development system for technical
co-operation among developing countries, leaVing no need for a new system-wide
mandate for this purpose,

4. Expresses its appreciation for the recommendations contained in the
rer')rt of the Joint Inspection unit nl and believes that tt.eir implementation by
the organizations of the United Nations development system should have a salutory
effect upon the strengthening of technical co-operation among developing countries
in the system and in particular the use of modalities for technical co-operation
among developing countries and the establishment of appropriate co-ordinating units
for the promotion and implementation of technical co-operation dmong developing
countries,

s. Urges all organizations, organs and bodies of the united Nations system,
in their relevant spheres of competence, to participate actively in support of the
implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the Joint
Inspection Unit and to inform the Special Unit for Technical Co-operation among
Developing Countries of the United Nat'ons Development programme of their
implementation so that an overall picture may be available to the High-level
Committee at its sixth session on the ef~ectiveness of the catalytic and
promotional role of the United Nations development system in support of technical
co-operation a~ong developing countries,

~/ TCDC/5/8.

~/ A/40/656, paras. 99-106.
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6. Requests the Administrator of the United Nationa Development Progr.mme to
include information on the status of implementation of the recommendations
contained in the report of the Joint Inspection Unit in his report to the
High-level Committee at its sixth session on the progress of technical co-operation
among developing countries in the United Nations development system.

7th plenary meeting
27 May 1987

SIlO. Utilization of UNDP funds com£rising the country, regional
and interreqional and global indicative planning figures
for activities relating to technical cO-Operation among
developing countries

The High-level Committee,

Recalli~ the fifth preambular paragraph and paragraph 6 ~f its decision 5/8,

1. Urges the ~nited Nations Development Programme to incorporate in the
implementation of its regional, interregional anf. global programming new activities
relating to technical co-operation among developing countries,

2. Recommends that th~ Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme review its decision 81/31 on indicative country planning figures for
technical co-operation among developing countries,

3. Requesl~ the United Nations oevelopment programme and the organs,
organizations and bodies of the United Nations development system to take the
necessary measures to enable each developing country to have the choice of
executing each project on technical co-operation totally or in part within the
framework of technical co-operation among developing countries or ac~~rding to the
trllditional method of technical assistanoe,

4. Invites the Administrator of th~ United Nations Development Progr.mme, in
accordance' with recommendation 34 of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting
and Implementing Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries (art. ;9,
para. 9), d/ to prepare the receesary adjustments of POlici~s and mechanisms of the
United NatIons Development Programme, and to assist other organizations of tha
United Nations system, if they 80 request, to achieve the objeative defined in that
paragraph,

5. Recommends that the Governing r 'ncil of the United Nations Development
Programme consider the allocation of at st 25 per cent of the Programme's funds
for the regional and interregional and glvJal indicative planning figures for
activities for teohni'.;"l co-operation among developing countries,

6. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to
incorporate in the report requested by the High-level Committee in its decision 5/8
information on the implementation of the relevant prOVisions of the present
decision.

7th plenary meeting
27 Ma:, 1987
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5/11. Provisional agenda for the sixth session of the High-level
Committee on the Review of Technical ~o-operation among
Developing Countries .

The High-level Committee,

Taking into account the views expressed at the fifth session of the High-level
oa.aitt.. ,

Approves the following prOVisional agenda for the sixth session of the
High-level Committee:

1. Opening of the session.

2. Blection of the President of the session.

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

4. Election of officers other than the President.

5. Overall appraisal and assessment of the implementation by the United
Nations development system of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action and the
decisions of the High-level Committee.

6. Organizational and supportive arrangements for technical co-operation
among developing countries (such as administrative, legal and information
and financial).

7. Provisional agenda for the seventh session of the High-Iev~l Committee.

8. Other matters.

9. Adoption of th~ report of the meeting.

7th plenary meeting
27 May 1987
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ANNEX 11

Review of the fun~tioning of the High-level Committee

(Submission to be mad., to the Special Commission of the
Economic and Social Council) !!/

1. Pursuant to Economic and Social Council decision 1987/112 of 6 February 1987,
the High-level Committee submits to the Special Commission of the Council its view~

on achieving the objectives of recommendation 8 of the Group of High-level
Intrrgovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the AdminiBtrative and
Financial Functioning of the united Nations ~/ that are applicable to the
functioning of this Committee.

2. The High-level Canmittee emerged fran recommendation 37 of the Buenos Ai res
Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical Co-operation among
Developing Countries c/ adopted hy the United Nations Conference on Technical
Co-operation among oe;eloping Countries in September ~978, and endorsed by the
General Assembly in its resolution 33/134 of 19 December 1978. The Conference
demoMtrated a broad political will to improve the asymmet[ ictll structure of
co-operation in intern, ~nal development by placing greater emphasis and reliance
on the use of the increca ... ing technical and scientific capabilities of developing
countries in promoting and advancing their 80cial and economic development (see
A/40/656, para. 1). At the same time, it recognized that the e~isting

intergovernmental machinery lacked the capability to pursue and optimize the
deployment of this modality in development efforts without the support of an
additional and competent legislative arm that would overSee and stimulate technical
co-operation amonq developing co~tries (TCDC).

3. The 8igh-level Canmittee is the sole organization entrusted with the overall
intergovernmental review of TCDC within the United Nations system. Since it8
creation, it has in four suocessivft se88ion8 reviewed the progress of technical
co-operation among developing countries both within al~ outside the United Nations
development system and, through its decisions, it has sought to stimulate and
maximize the impact of TCDC in development efforts. Towards this goal it has
endeavourqd to encourage and complement, rather than duplicate, the functions of
other organs, and it has acted pranptly to adjust its own structure whenever the
situation has 80 warranted. ThUS, at its second session, in May 1981, e ~er

reviewing the role of TCDC in a number of social and economic secto.s, the
Committee decided h.n~forth to concentrate on organizational and priority issues
concerning TCDC, While delegating to the governing bodies of the specialized

!!/ For relevant comments of delegations in this matter, see paras. 51, 52,
86 and 87 above.

W Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-florst SeBBion, Supplement
No. _49 (A/41/49).

£! Report of the United Nationo Conference on Technical Co~operation among
Developing Countries, Buenos Aires, 30 August-12 September 1978 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.78.1I.A.ll and corrigendum).
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agencies the task of reviewing TCDC in their respective sectors. This Itcd also to
the Committee's decisL.m, /l.t the same session, to r:educf: the number of its working
groups fran two to om.. , tllereby m_nimizing conference and other costs.

4. The Committee has observed that, while there are indications of some
progress! ve achievements in TCDC, particularlj' in the preceding couple of years,
tli;:> ac1llancements mane ~hus far, especially lr the United Nations system, have still
left much to be leoired in view of the enormous potential for this form of
co-operation. 'Lds view has been shared by, among others, the Joint Inspection
UnIt, which stated in its 1985 report (A/40/656) t~at "this potential has barely
begun to be tapp~. Thus, seven years after the Conference, expectations are
waning, and Member States, particularly the Group of 77, are ircreasingly becominq
,~oncerned about [the Un~ted Natiolls development system's) support to BAPA [the
Buenos Aires Plan nf .lI.ctionl. Accordinqly, th~re is much to be done to turn things
aLound and to get <!fforts back on track". The AJministrator, in his progress
report to the Committee at its fiftt, session (TCDC/5/2), concluded that while there
WilS E:vidence of renewed eft Jrts ir some orga.nizations to strengthen further
internal secretariat mechc" :sms for the introduction ar,d adoption of TCDC
moo a 1 ities in pro'Jramming /'\cthities, project fo,'mulation and implementation
procoadures, in other organizatl.ons "the degree of progre'lB on any or all these
fronts has ranged from marginal to just adequate, due in part to continuing
ilttitudinul problems, and in part to financial and structural problems or bOth".
Thus, the journey to the attainment of the objectives of the Buenos Aires Plan of
Action is still a long one, and the Committee's work tow~ 'ds the fulfilment of
those objectives is nowhere near comple~ion, although the steps taken EO far give
cau~o.! for some optimislR.

5. In al" attempt to respond to Econcn·.ic and Social Council re301ution 1'Jt:7/ii}' in
,~ tang ible manner, however, the Conuni ttce has endeavoured to E'lCplore vat lous
options. Some memb~rs have sug9,ated that the High-level Committee, as it was
: llnctionbhJ in its pr~sent conftguration, might not be the most effecti.ve manner of
promoting TCDC issues and TCDC oper3tional activit~es in +:he United Nations
system. It was further suggested that the Conunittee com::ider transferring TCDC
operati-:>nal activ~ties unaer t1"e r.'3ponsibility of UNDP to the UNDP Gover!ling
Counc:.il and that the more pl'ol1Ptlonal and poUC'l aspects of TCDC would be given
more importance if discuRsed in the F~onomic and Social Co~ncil 0r the General
Assembly. Nevertheless, other members discussed the possi:)ility of holding future
5cl:,;sions ,:f the CommHtee at three-year intervo'l13 instead of the current two-year
intervals. While some members have cited ~he adval"'':ages of iluch options, many
ol:t->""rs have found tt-at the ilis:'ldvantages far outweigh an" poSSible gains. 11" their
viuN, dS6umptions of the Commi~tee 'I.. responsibilities by th~ UNOP Governing Council
would clearly exclude activities and pro<)rammes of the orgtmizationa outside UNDP
financing over which the -;O"~rning Council does not have mandated jur isdiction or
responsibility. The Committee considered t.hat the proposed transfer of
responsibilit-Ies "'L'Yld seri.ously alter the mandate se': fULth in recommendation 37
of the BuenOt; Aires Plan of Action, thu>:l exceeding the terms of reference of
reconunenr'ation 8 of t.he Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts.

6. Ir '.ny event, the Gov~rning Council already has respon,>ibility for <ill
UNDP-financed activities and programmes, includil1g those implE;mented on a TCDC
bash, 'nd every :'ear TC:lC is an item on the Council's agenda. However, it is but
one of many items receiving the Council's attention, an<1 unless the Council's time
1'0 con:;ider TCDC is substantially extende", tr,1nsferr ir9 cespr)usibility from the
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High-level Committee to the Governing COl,ncil could medn lessening attention to
TCOC even u'lder UNDP financing, and no til1ll' at all to TCOC in the United Nati.ons
systAm outside the sphere of UNDP iinancing.

7. 'l'he problem of thf' degree of attention to TCDC would also prev<,<l ;n the
Economic and Social Council ,:lnd the Second COIIImittee of the GeneriSl A:lsembly whose
respective agendas COVAr a wide veriety of subit"cts to he dealt with during wh<lt
might turn out to be reduced time frame~.

8. The suggestion to redllce the frequ~ncy of the Committee's see:"'lons frolll
t\,o-year to three-year intervals might l:educe conference costs macgi!)ally, but the
need to transport 6ubstantiv~ staft (corn New York to Geneva, when the sessions are
held in that city, would certainly increase those costs. At the Bam~ time, the
stimulus to TCDC r>er se would be b,mod to be affected by lengthening Ue intervals
for reITiew and policy guidance, especially at a time wher. thf.'re iA an increl:"sl.ng
need to reinforce s~Jpport to TCDC activities.

9. It was also recognized that the i'lCr(!dsed technical cll.pabilitieB of developIng
countries cry ~ut for a shift in their partnership role in technical cO-0per~tion.

10. 'rakiog into account all factors, thE: Committee believes that, by taking such
steps as it already has in r~tionalizins ~ts work and in effecting economies ~n the
costs of iU:: sessi',"8, it has responded to the Genf':ral A5sembl~"s concern for
efficiency, prudence and economy. Moreover, it is felt that TCDC should be
strengthened throughout the United Nations deve10tX1ler,t system in the future.

11. Finally members are of the view that the need to provide adequate
intergovE,rnme'ltal leadership and guidance to the I.lctivities of the United Nations
h. the inportant field of TCDC remain as valid today as it did in 1978 when the
BuenOD Aires Plan of Action was adopted.
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ANNEX III

List of documents before the High-leve.! Com"llittee
at its fifth sesLlon

Title Symbol

Provisional agend~

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work ••••••••••••••

l''1notations to tt,e provisional agenda •••.•••••••••••••••.••••

Annotations tc the provisional agendal List of documents ••••

Annotatione Vl :'.Ie provinionlll agendal Status of pre-scsllion
documen t.s ••••.•••••••.•.•.•••..•.....•.•• "•..•..••..•....••••

PrO<jress made in implementing thE: tasks entrUAted to the
United Nations developllent system by the Buenos Aires
Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technica:
Co-operation among Developing Count, iea ••••••••••••••••••••••

Some inform~tion from Go~ernments on their activities in
technical co-operation among developing countries ••••••••••••

Co-operative ellchange of skill'" among developing countries
through technical co-o~ration among developing countries ••••

PrO<jress report on the IJtilization of UNDl"s funds comprising
the country. regional and interregional and global indicative
planning iigures for activities relating to technical
co-operatio~ among developing countries during the period
1984-1985 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••

Progress report on the utilization of funds fram Special
~ro9ramme Resourcus for action-oriented promotional
activities for technical co-operation among developing
countrieR during the period 1984-1986 .•••••••••••••••••••••••

Measures to facilitate technical co-operation among developing
countrlesl Fltafflng of the Special Unit for Technical
Co-operation among oeveloping Countries ••••••••••••••••••••••

Note by the Mministrator of UNDP concerning ti,~ report of the
Joint Inspection Unit on technical co-operation among
developing countr iea (1'./40/656) and the cOl1unents therEton of
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (A/40/656/Add.l)

Submission to be made by the High-level Committee to the
Special Commission of the Economic and Social Council on the
In-depth Study of the United Nations Intergovernmer~al

btructUG6 and Functions in the Economic and Social Fields ••••
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Tcoc/5/L.l

TCDC/5/L.2

'tCOC/5/1

TCDC/5/l/Add.l

TCDC/S/1/Md.2

TCDC/5/2 ani Add.l

~,DC/S/3 and Corr.l

TlDC/5/4

TCDC/5/5

TCDC/5/6

TCDC/5/7

Trncls/8

Trncls/9



Title

Report of the meeting of TCDC (ocal points of orqa.lizations
of the united .'ations development system held in New York
on 4 and 5 March 1986 ••••.•••••.••••••••.•••••••..•••••.•••••

Symbol

TcnC/S/INF/l
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