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Letter dated 12 June 1987 from the Permanent Repre~entative of
the Union of Soviet Soci&list RepUblics to the united Nations

~ddresGed to the 3ecretary-General

I have the h0r~ur to encl06~ the text of the reply by the General Secretary of
the Central Committe~ of the Communist Po.rty of the Soviet Union, M. S. Gorbach~v,

to the 10int statement by the leaders of ArQentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden
and the United Republic of Tanzania (see annex). I request you to circulate the
text as a documpnt of the General Assembly, under items 50, 51, 57, 58, 63, 67
and 74 of the preliminary list, and of the Securitv Council.

(Signed) A. BELONOGOV

* A/42/50.
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ANNEX

Reply by the General SA~retar¥ of the Central Committee of thp
£~mmunist Party of the Sovi~t Union to the joint statement of
22 May 1987 by the leaders of Aroentina, Greece, Inrlia, Mexico,

Sweden and the United RepUblic of Tanzani~

I have read with qreat interest the 10int ~tatement by the leaders of the six
States dated 22 May 1987 (see A/42/319-S/1B894). I fullv enrlorse the passionate
appeal it contains that the process of nuclear disarmament should at last be beaun,
thereby layina the foundations for a more secure world, so as to save succeedi~q

qenerations from the niqhtmare of a nuclear catastrophe.

There can be no doubt that, if the political wilJ exists, far-reachina
aQreements in the nuclear disarmament field can be arrived at. The Soviet Union
has convincinQly demonstrated by its practical actions and wiae-ranqinq initiatives
that such will exists on its p~rt. And perhaps the most concrete and eloquent
manifestation ot this is in the Soviet Union's approach to the problem of
intermediate-ranae missiles.

With our recent proposals in this respect, as well as in respect of tactical
missiles, which took full account of the desires and interests of the United States
of America and lts Western European allies, it appeared that all the obstac~es had
been removed and the talks on intermediate-ranqe missiles had entered the finishinQ
straiaht. However, the nervous reaction of some people in the West to the qenuine
prospects which had emerqed for the attainment of aareement on ini'ermediate-ranqe
missiles aave rise to serious doubts reqardinq the sincerity of th~ earlier
assertions by certain western European Governments of their interest in the
complete elimination of Soviet and American intermediate-ranqe missiles in thp
European theatre.

We have nevertheless not lost hope that ~ommon senAe will prpvail and that
these prospects will become a reality. This would mean that, for the first tim~

since the appearance of nuclear weapons, an ex~eptionallv important step had been
taken on the ditficult but, for mankind, th~ unlv rRdRnnahle path to tho complote
elimination of nuclear weapons.

The SoViet Union is sparina no effort to ensure that a mutually acceptable
Soviet-American aqreement on intf,rmediate-ranQe miflsiles, baserl on the
understandina in principle reached at Reykjavik, is w'rked out 3nd sianerl within a
short space of time. This was precisely the assiqnment qiven to the Sovipt
rleleaation to the Geneva talks on nucle<H and space weapons. The ball is lllJW i.n

our partners' court, and we a~.it their response.

I have more than once been ~alled upon to set out the soviet IJnion'8 ~o5~tinn

with respect to the absolute impermissibility of the arms race beinq extend~d into
outer spac~, and our ass~ssment of the extremely danQerous n~ture of the United
states "strateqic defense initiative" proaramme for the cause ot peace. 'rhe trllth
here is unambiQuolls: the deployment of w(~apons in outer apace wOllld inpvitahly
l~ad to an increase in mutual distrust, qive new impetus to the arms race and make
peace even more vulnerable.
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We decisivelv [eject th~ "star wars" plans, dnd hav~ put forward to counter
them a set of initiativ~s aimed at institutina broad co-oppration in the peaceful
exploration and use of outer 5paCp. in the interests of the whole of mankind.

The Soviet Union is seekina to convince the United States of thp need for the
anti-ballistic missile treaty reaime, which constitutes the fundamental basis for
aqreements on substantlal reductionn in strateqic offensive weapons, to be
strenathened in every possible way. It must be perfectly apparent that unless this
treatv ls maintained to the fullest extent, such reductions would be impossible.

To avoid aareement on atrateqic offensive weapons beinq undermined by the
spread of armaments to outer spac~, we consider that the SoViet Union and the
United States should assume an obliqation not to depart from the treaty for
10 years, and at the same time aqree on a list of space-based devices whose
dep~oyment in outer space, even for pu~poses of testinq, would be prohibited durina
that per iad.

I t'link the world communitv is also well aware of our position of principle
with rea,Hd to nuclear tests. I repeat what I have said before: the Soviet
Union's termination of ~he unilateral moratorium which had lasted for more than a
year and a half was a decision we w~re forced, compelled to take.

I

We invite the United States yet aaain to beain full-scale talks on the
complete cessation of nuclear tests under strict international supervision,
inc1udina on-site in~pection. As first steps towards this major objective, the
talks could review the issues of ratiflcation of the Soviet-United States treaties
of lq74 and 1976 and a substantial rpduction in the threshold capacity of nuclear
exolosions permitted under these treaties, with a simultaneous reduction in their
number. With a view to promotinq the earliest possible ratification of these
treaties, th~ Soviet Union is ready to aqree with the United Statp.s on the conduct
of th~ relevant calibration experiments at p.ach other's test sites. We advocate
that these experiments should be conducted usinq both the nationdl seismoqraphic
equipment of the two countries and the seismic monitorina facilities of the
Six-Nation aroup, subject of course to the latt~ 's connent. We are also ready for
immediate practlcal mea£lures ir. relation to these talk~3, for example, the reach1na
of interim aQreement with the United States on a limitation of the capacity of
underaround nuclear tests to a l-kiloton threshold level, and of the number or
nucl£ar tests to two or three a year.

In short, there is no lack of qoodwill on the part ot the Soviet Union. We
arp open to any constructive idpas that will be conducive to real rtisarmament.

The noble efforts of thp leaders of the six Statps reflected in their joint
statement not only meet with full understandinQ and active support in our country,
but alao strenqthen our confidence in the ultimate triumph of human reason, and
stimulate us to still more enerqetic action for the attainment of the dream of a
nuclear-free world, tor the survival ot civilization on earth.


