
UNITED
NATIONS

Economic and Social

GENERAL

E/CN.4/1992/15
7 January 1992

Original: ENGLISH

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Forty-eighth session
Item 10 (b) of the provisional agenda

QUESTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO ANY FORM
OF DETENTION OR IMPRISONMENT

STATUS OF THE CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL,
INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT

Report of the Secretary-General

1. The General Assembly, by its resolution 39/46 of 10 December 1984,
adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,
and called upon all Governments to consider signing and ratifying the
Convention as a matter or priority.

2. The Convention was opened for signature in New York on 4 February 1985.
In accordance with article 27 thereof, the Convention entered into force on
26 June 1987, on the thirtieth day after the date of the deposit with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth instrument of
ratification or accession.

3. By its resolution 1991/35 of 5 March 1991, the Commission on Human Rights
urged all States to become parties to the Convention as a matter of priority;
invited all States ratifying or acceding to the Convention and those States
parties which had not yet done so to consider the possibility of making the
declarations provided for in articles 21 and 22 of the Convention; and
requested the Secretary-General to continue submitting to the General Assembly
and to the Commission on Human Rights annual reports on the Status of the
Convention.

4. As at 10 December 1991, the Convention had been ratified or acceded to
by 64 States. In addition, 15 States had signed the Convention. The list of
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States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the Convention, as well as the
dates of their signature, ratification or accession, is contained in the annex
to the present report.

5. As at the same date, 28 of the States parties to the Convention, namely,
Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France,
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Togo, Tunisia,
Turkey, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay and Yugoslavia, had
made the declarations provided for in articles 21 and 22 of the Convention.
In addition, one State party, namely the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, had only made the declaration provided for in article 21,
thus bringing the total of declarations under this article to 29. 1/ Under
article 21, a State party to the Convention may declare at any time that it
recognizes the competence of the Committee against Torture to receive and
consider conununications to the effect that a State party claims that another
State party is not fulfilling its obligations under the Convention. Under
article 22, a State party to the Convention may declare at any time that it
recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider
communications from or on behalf of individuals subject to its jurisdiction
who claim to be victims of a violation by a State party of the provisions of
the Convention.

6. The provisions of articles 21 and 22 entered into force on 26 June 1987
in accordance with paragraph 2 of article 21 and paragraph 8 of article 22.

7. The Committee against Torture held its sixth and seventh sessions at the
United Nations Office at Geneva from 22 April to 3 May 1991 and from
11 to 21 November 1991, respectively. In accordance with article 24 of the
Convention, the Committee submitted its annual report, 2/ which covered the
activities of the Committee at its fifth and sixth sessions, to the States
parties and to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session.

8. The Third Meeting of the States parties to the Convention was convened by
the Secretary-General at the United Nations Office at Geneva, on
26 November 1991, to elect five members of the Committee against Torture to
replace those whose terms of office were due to expire on 31 December 1991 and
to decide on guestions relating to their financial obligations under the
Convention. 3_/ In accordance with article 17 of the Convention, the five
members of the Committee against Torture were elected for a term of four years
beginning 1 January 1992. Accordingly, the membership of the Committee for
1992-1993 will be as follows:

Mr. Hassib BEN AMMAR (Tunisia)
Mr. Peter Thomas BURNS (Canada)
Mr. Alexis DIPANDA MOUELLE (Cameroon)
Mr. Fawzi EL IBRASHI (Egypt)
Mr. Ricardo GIL LAVEDRA (Argentina)
Mr. Yuri A. KHITRIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
Mr. Hugo LORENZO (Uruguay)
Mr. Dimitar Nikolov MIKHAILOV (Bulgaria)
Mr. Bent S0RENSEN (Denmark)
Mr. Joseph VOYAME (Switzerland)
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9. By its decision 46/427, the General Assembly requested the
Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth
session on the status of the Convention.

Notes

1/ For the text of the declarations, reservations or objections made by
States parties with respect to the Convention, see document CAT/C/2/Rev.l.

2/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-sixth Session,
Supplement No. 44 (A/46/46).

3/ For the decisions taken by the States parties at their Third
Meeting, see CAT/SP/SR.3.
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Annex

LIST OF STATES WHICH HAVE SIGNED, RATIFIED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTION
AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR

PUNISHMENT AS AT 10 DECEMBER 1991

State

Afghanistan
Algeria a/
Argentina a/
Australia
Austria a/
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Bolivia
Brazil
Bulgaria
Cameroon
Canada a/
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech and Slovak Federal
Republic

Denmark ¿/
Dominican Republic
Ecuador a/
Egypt
Estonia
Finland a/
France a/
Gabon
Gambia
Germany
Greece a/
Guatemala
Guinea
Guyana
Hungary a/
Iceland
Indonesia
Israel
Italy a/
Jordan

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein a/

Date of signature

4 February 1985
26 November 1985
4 February 1985
10 December 1985
14 March 1985
19 December 1985
4 February 1985

4 February 1985
23 September 1985
10 June 1986

23 August 1985
23 September 1987
12 December 1986
10 April 1985
4 February 1985
27 January 1986
9 October 1985

8 September 1986
4 February 1985
4 February 1985
4 February 1985

4 February 1985
4 February 1985
21 January 1986
23 October 1985
13 October 1986
4 February 1985

30 May 1986
25 January 1988
28 November 1986
4 February 1985
23 October 1985
22 October 1986
4 February 1985

27 June 1985

Date of receipt of the
instrument of ratification
or accession

1 April 1987
12 September 1989
24 September 1986
8 August 1989

29 July 1987
13 March 1987

17 March 1986 b/

28 September 1989
16 December 1986
19 December 1986 b/
24 June 1987
30 September 1988
4 October 1988
8 December 1987

18 July 1991

7 July 1988
27 May 1987

30 March 1988
25 June 1986 b/
21 October 1991 b/
30 August 1989
18 February 1986

1 October 1990
6 October 1988
5 January 1990 b/
10 October 1989
19 May 1988
15 April 1987

3 October 1991
12 January 1989
13 November 1991 b/
16 May 1989 b/
2 November 1990
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Date of signature Date of receipt of the
instrument of ratification
or accession

Luxembourg a/
Malta a/
Mexico
Monaco a/
Morocco
Nepal
Netherlands a/
New Zealand a/
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Norway a/
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal a/
Romania
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Somalia
Spain a/
Sudan
Sweden a/
Switzerland a/
Togo a/
Tunisia a/
Turkey a/
Uganda
Ukraine
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics a/
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ç/

United States of America
Uruguay a./
Venezuela
Yemen
Yugoslavia

a/ Made the declaration

b/ Accession.

c/ Made the declaration

22 February 1985

18 March 1985

8 January 1986

4 February 1985
14 January 1986
15 April 1985
28 July 1988
4 February 1985
22 February 1985
23 October 1989
29 May 1985

13 January 1986
4 February 1985

4 February 1985
18 March 1985

4 February 1985
4 June 1986
4 February 1985
4 February 1985
25 March 1987
26 August 1987
25 January 1988

27 February 1986
10 December 1985

15 March 1985

18 April 1988
4 February 1985
15 February 1985

18 April 1989

under articles

under article 2

29 September 1987
13 September 1990 b/
23 January 1986
6 December 1991 b/

14 May 1991 b/
21 December 1988
10 December 1989

9 July 1986
24 August 1987
12 March 1990
7 July 1988

18 June 1986 b/
26 July 1989
9 February 1989
18 December 1990 b/
21 August 1986

24 January 1990 b/
21 October 1987

8 January 1986
2 December 1986
18 November 1987
23 September 1988
2 August 1988
3 November 1986 b/
24 February 1987
3 March 1987

8 December 1988

24 October 1986
29 July 1991
5 November 1991 b/
10 September 1991 a/


