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eeting was called _to order at 10.15 a,m.

AGENDA | TEM 98: HUMAN RI GHTS QUESTI ONS_(continued) (A/46/67, A/46/70,

A 46/ 71*-E/ 1991/ 9*, A/46/72, Al46/81, A/46/83, Al 46/ 85, Al46/95, Al 46/ 96,
Al46/99, A/46/117, Al 46/ 121, A/ 46/ 135, A/ 46/166-E/ 1991/ 71, A/46/183,

Al 46/ 184- E/ 1991/ 81, A 46/205*, A/ 46/210, A/ 46/226, A,/46/260, A/46/270,

A 46/ 273, A/ 46/ 290, A/ 46/292-5/22769, A/46/294, A/46/304-S722796, A’46/312,

A 46/ 323, A 46/331, A/ 46/332, A 46/351, A 46/367, A 46/402, Al 46/ 424,
A/46./467, A/ 46/ 485, A/46/486-S/23055, A/46/493, A/ 46/ 526, A/46/582, A/46/587*,
A'46/598-8/723166, A/C.3/46/L.25)

(b) HUMAN RI GHTS QUESTI ONS, | NCLUDI NG ALTERNATI VE APPROACHES FOR | MPROVI NG
THE EFFECTI VE ENJOYMENT OF HUVAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOVS
(continued) (A46/3 (chap. VI, sect. C), A/46/24, Al46/473, Al 46/ 542,
Al 46/ 543,  A46/603, A46/609 and Add.1 and 2, A/ 46/616 and Corr.l,

A 46/ 420, A 46/ 421, A 46/422, A 46/504, A/C.37/46/L.2, A/C.3/46/L.3)

(c) HUMAN RI GHTS S| TUATI ONS AND REPORTS OF SPECI AL RAPPORTEURS AND
REPRESENTATI VES (continued) (A463 (chap. VI, sect. C),  A4gloL
Al 46/ 446, A 46/ 529, A 46/544 and Corr.l, A 46/606, A46/647)

L. M, SIDDIG (Sudan) recalled that under the Charter, the United Nations
had responsibility for enhancing the enjoynent of human rights and fundanenta
freedons and enphasizing the value of equality and liberty as the only

guar antees of peace. Unfortunately, that mssion was still far from having
been acconplished; foreign occupation and colonialism still deprived whol e
peopl es of their right to self-determ nation and the burden of debt in many
countries undermned the right to devel opment, w thout which civil and
political rights were only theoretical. The establishnent of a just world
econom ¢ order based on the equality of nations in trade relations therefore
remai ned urgent.

2. Hi s delegation was sure that the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in 1993
woul d be a landmark in the field of human rights. It was to be hoped that the
Conference would follow up the Austrian suggestion concerning the creation of
a panel of experts as an investigative arm of the Comm ssion on Human Rights,
as the present nechanism of information collection was controversial.

3. The Charter affirned the right of peoples to choose freely their
political, social and econom c systems; the question of human rights should
not be used to lcgitimze foreign interference or political pressure; but
should be dealt with on the basis of the principles of neutrality,

non-sel ectivity and objectivity.

4. The end of the cold wu. had strengthened the tendency of the Wstern
countries to inpose their ..onception of denocracy, which was the result of a

| ong evolution, in countrirs whose social and political traditions were
different. Consequently, bumanrights issues had become potent instruments in
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international relations, which were too often conducted on the basis of double
st andar ds. In many cases the insistence on formal aspects of human rights |ed
to the total negation of their basic content.

5. Self-definition and the right to choose freely were the foundation of all
rights; it was therefore paradoxical to criticize the Islamc religion and its
| aws, which wereof divine origin and could not be nodified, and which were,
noreover, consistent with the values enshrined in the various conventions on
human rights. The political history of Sudan was characterized by tol erance;
political differences had never given rise to violence. At no tine had
violence or the violation of human rights been an issue of concern to the
Sudan. The country, like others with a simlar history, had experienced
inter-tribal and regional trcubles which had been brought to an end by
peaceful means in order to protect the rights of its citizens. The
application of sharia | aw was the choice of the mgjority of the Sudanese
people and in no way jeopeésdized the rights of non-Muslimcitizens, because
under the Government’'s federal sys tern, every State had the right to exclude
itself fromtheir application, as was currently the case in the three southern
states. A conference had been held in 1991 to reform the judicial and | egal
system and the Sudanese CGovernnment had put an end to all forms of preventive
detention and rel eased all political detainees early in the year.

6. The present Government had inherited a chaotic socio-econom c and
political situation; civil discord had raged in the south and | aw essness had
been engul fing other parts af the country. Faced with that situation, and the
threat of foreign intervent-ion, it had been necessary to proclaima state of
energency, wth the inevitable derogation from Sudan’s obligations under the
Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts. The state of emergency woul d be
lifted as soon as peace was restored. Aprogramme had been adopted on

21 Cctober 1989 to reach a peaceful settlenent in southern Sudan on the basis
of a federal system.

1. Sudan was committed to all the human rights conventions to which it was a
signatory and intended to continue to cooperate with the Comm ssion on Human
Rights, although it believed that that Comm ssion’s attitude was neither fair
nor objective as it accused of violating human rights acountry which had
brought about the rule of law, enptied the prisons of political prisoners and
denol i shed the detention canps built by the col onial power. One had only to
listen to the testinmony of parlianentarians and representatives of

humani tarian groups to establish the facts. Sudan was proud that it had
applied the concept of the right of uninpeded passage of humanitarian relief
in order to save hunman |ives even when those |lives were those of rebels who
had t aken up arms agai nst the Governnent.

8. M. MWAANGA (Zanbia) woted with satisfaction that his country had j ust
hel d peaceful, free and fa r presidential and parliamentary elections. His
own party, the Mcvement for Multiparty Democracy, had won nore than

80 per cent of the vote and had been the victor in that el ecti on, which had
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been witnessed by eminent international observors including the forner
President of the United States, M. Jimy Carter. Asits name indicated, the
Movement for Multiparty Denocracy reflected a coalition of interests whose
comon denom nator was the defence of human rights, which had been the main
theme ot its electoral camgaiqgu.

9. Only a transparent and accountable political system could neet the
aspirations of the population. The Zambian Governnent was firmy commtted to
human rights, denocracy, justice, the rule of law and the independence of the
judiciary, and was determned to respect its obligations under the various
human rights instruments to which it was a party.

10. In accordance wWith its desire to pcotect the rights of vul nerable groups,
the Governnent had recently decided to ratify the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, had established a Mnistry of Youth and the Child and woul d adhere
fully to the Declaration of the Rights of the Child.

11. Racism continued to cause tremendous suffering to mllions of people,
Apartheid was its nost reprehensible form in spite of the repeal of some of
its main legal pillars, the structure of the apartheid system still

constituted a threat to peace and security in Southern Africa as a whole. His
Government supported all efforts towards the total eradication of apartheid,;

as a menber of the Commonwealth, it endorsed the pragmatic approach advocated
by the Heads of Government of the Conmonwealth countries in Karare in

Cct ober 1991 and exhorted the international comunity to maintain econom c and
financial sanctions until aareement was reached anong the political parties on
a new denocratic constitution and until the human rights demands of the
majority of the black population were fully realized.

12.  The international conmmunity should also continue, on the basis of the
relevant. United Nations resolutions and, in particular, ofSecurity Council
resol utions 242 and 338, to support efforts towards the full. realization of
the political and other human rights demands of the oppressed people in the
occupied Arab territories, including Palestine.

13. Zanbia, which was a nmenber of the Conm ssion on Human Rights, was firmy

convinced that human right:, could best be addressed in a spirit of cooperation
and bearing in mnd the principles of non-discrimnation, non-selectivity and

objectivity.

14, I nternational human rights instrunents would not. in themselves suffice to
guarantee human rights; the need for qualitative and structural changes in
devel oping societies was also inperative. (Guaranteed property r ights and
unambiguous i ncentive structures would go a long way towards pronoting popular
and denocratic participation in the devel opnent process.
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15.  The democratization of international economc relations was as inportant
at the international as at the national |evel. Li beral economic and political
val ues, free trade, debt reduction and human-centred structural adjustnent
programmes could greatly facilitate economc, social and cultura

devel opnent . I nternati onal measures to enhance the capacity of devel oping

countries to achieve patterns of developnment suited to their respective needs
were al so necessary.

16. The exercise of civil and political rights depended on conditions of
security in all fields, which neant that it had to go hand in hand with the
exerci se of economc, social and cultural rights; in other words, human rights
wer e indivisible.

17.  H's Governnent, which had been el ected on a mundate of change towards a
nore denocratic, open and accountable political system, was determned to
pursue econom ¢ devel opnment on a new basis; in doing so, it was counting on
privatization and participation as well as on transparent economc relations
with its bilateral partners, but it would also need a hel ping hand from the
international community, it undertook to honour all of Zanbia's commtnents
towards various countries and organizations, including the United Nations, the

international Mnetary Fund, the Wrld Bank and the European Econom c
Communi ty.

18. The right to live in a safe environment was a fundanental human right.
It. was the hope of his delegation that the 1992 United Nations Conference on
Envi ronment and Devel opnent would result in the adoption of programes that

woul d enablethe international comunity to enjoy the earth's generosity in a
sust ai nabl e manner.

19. H's Governnment wel coned the decision to convene the Wrld Conference on
Human Rights in Berlin in 1993. The success of the Conference would depend on
the extent to which it addressed the diverse needs and aspirations of all
Menmber St at es. It was essential that all countries should participate in its
preparation, and his delegation therefore appreciatea the efforts nade to meet.
the participation costs of the |east devel oped countries.

19. The protection of humun rights was a matter of priority not only at the

international but also at the national |evel. H s Government considered that
the United Nations had a central role to play in support of human rights, and
reaffirmed its firmconmtment to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

and to all instrunments designed to pronote respect for the principles
enshrined therein.

20.  Mr, TSEPQV (Union of Soviet Socialist republizs) said that the debate now
inprogress showed that human rights questions had to continue to receive the
full attention of the intevnational community. Views on the subject diverged;
while some countries considered that the world comunity must react to human
rights viol ations wherever they occr rred, others took the view thet the field
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of human rights was the exclusive prerogative of States, which logically
anounted to regarding international cooperation in that sphere as a threat to
the sovereignty of States and interference in their internal affairs. The
Sovi et Union could not accept the latter view

21. The interdependence of States on the world scene was reflected in al
fields, including that of human rights, where cooperation had proved

i ndi sputably efiective in nmany cases. | nternational cooperation in human
rights in no way constituted a threat of interference in the internal affairs
of countries. Wat was nore to be feared in that connection were attenpts
made in defiance of the rules of international |law to resolve serious problens
by bypassing verification nechanisns. Besides the commttees set up to
nonitor the inplenmentati on of human rights instruments, speci al rapporteurs
and representatives played an inportant role in that respect, even if

del eqgations differed in their assessnent of thevalue of their work. In the
view of his delegation, special rapporteurs did an extrenmely inportant job in
establishing the facts as regards the situation of human rights in certain
countries, seeking to understand the reasons why violations occurred there and
formul ati ng recommendations as to the neans of correcting the situation. Hs
del egation was therefore in favour of strengthening the institution of special
rapporteurs and enhancing the effectiveness of their activities. A
possibility that mght be envisaged was to send special representatives for
the purpose of prevention and fact-finding to countries or regions where a
threat of gross and massviol ations of human rights existed, The Austrian
proposal to the effect that the Comm ssion on Human Rights shoul d permanently
have at its disposal a list of experts who could be called upon in emergency
human rights situations was of interest in that connection. The Conm ssion on

Human Rights shoul d consider all aspects of the proposal and take a decision
upon it.

22, The devel opnent of denocracy was inconceivable w thout the protection of
all human rights, and nore particularly of the right of peoples to

sel f-determ nation, which also neant the free choice of their political

social and econom c system The United Nations, acting in conformty with its
Charter, could assist the nascent denocracies and new y independent
territories in making that choice. It went w thout saying that such

assi stance should only be provided at the request of the State concerned.

23. The World Conference on Human Rights scheduled for 1993 in Berlin should
not be reduced to nerely aseries of prom ses or solemm proclamations on human
rights but nust result in concrete progranmmes and projects in the field. He
concurred with the representative of Czechosl ovakia in his recommendati on that
tho Conference should refrain from reviewing cases or situations in specific
countries. At the current time, nations needed above all practical guidance
on how to safeguard human ights. The Wrld Conference should take decisions
by consensus on major aspects of the issue, strengthen and expand the scope of
international nechanisnms fox- nonitoring the observance of human rights, and
adopt specific measures.
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24. Mr, S2ELEI (Hungary) said that his delegation was convinced that
international protection of human rights should remain on the agenda of the
United Nations, whose record on that score was to be commended. Hungary woul d
unequi vocal Iy support further United Nations action to that end, because it
believed that the international community had the legal and moral right to
intervene to protect all human rights whenever violations occurred. Inits
view, the protection of human rights could not be considered to be exclusively
an internal affair of States. Monitoring and control of the observance of
human rights remained a legitimate task for the international conmunity. It
followed that States were accountable to the United Nations and its conpetent
bodi es in cases of violation. Ata tine when freedom and denocracy were on
the march, his delegation underscored the inportance of respect for the
inalienable rights of individuals, mnorities and peoples. Yet the human
rights horizon renained cloudy in a nunber of countries.

25.  Hungary was following with anxiety the devel opnments in Yugoslavia, where
the conflict between the Southern Slavic peoples in its imediate vicinity
continued. The United Nations could not remain indifferent to the

systematic violations of human rights that were being committed on a
horrifying scale in that country. The right of peoples to self-determ nation
and the right of individuals to liberty and security of person and to life,
guaranteed by international l|egal instruments, were not being respected.

There had been reports of a large nunber of cases of arbitrary detention
torture and other inhuman treatnent, and enforced or involuntary
d.sappearances. Hundreds of thousands were displaced, tens of thousands had
f.1ed the country as a result of deliberate actions by the Federal Arny or by
irregular armed bands, and thousands of refugees were at the noment crossing
the Hungarian frontier. Mnorities, including half a mllion Hungarians, were
facing serious violations of their rights and freedons by the arnmy or the
mlitary police.

26. Wile supporting the efforts to end the conflict undertaken by the
European Community in cooperation with the countries participating in the
Conference on Security Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), Hungary saw an urgent
need for effective United Nations invol venent. It believed that an
institutional arrangenment by the United Nations to nonitor the human rights
situation would be indispensable in Yugoslavia,

27. Special rapporteurs, special representatives, thenmatic rapporteurs and
wor ki ng groups played a significant role in the international protection of
human rights. Hungary fully supported such activities and called on all the
Governments concerned to extend their full cooperation. In that context, his
del egation had carefully studied the interimreports of the Special
Rapporteurs on the situations in Afghanistan, E Salvador, Iraq, and Kuwait
under lraqgi occupation, and found them very disquieting. It | ooked forward
with interest to the reports of the Special Rapporteurs on the situation of
human rights in Cuba, Myanmar and Ronania, which would be submtted to the
Comm ssion on Human Rights at its next session.
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28. Another promsing avenue for the United Nations was the w dening reliance
on its electoral assistance to enhance the effectiveness of the principle of
free and periodic elections. Hungary had fromthe start supported Ceneral
Assenbly resolutions on the matter and it welconed the assistance the United
Nations had given in Nam bia, N caragua and Haiti. The electoral assistance
m ssions, includiag those that were part of peace-keeping and peacenaki ng
operations, should be supported, because they hel ped strengthen international
peace and security. Hungary was ready to participate in working out an
effective institutional arrangenent for a United Nations electoral assistance
progranmme. The snoner the Organi zation acted, the better would the rule of
law, freedom juscice and denocracy be served.

29. Mr, BASHARMAL (Afghanistan) recalled that the proclamation of the

Uni versal Declaration of Human R ghts nore than four dezades earlier had paved
the way for the adoption of a wi de range of international human rights
instruments and the creation through the United Nations of conplex
international nachinery for the pronotion and protection of human rights

t hr oughout the worl d.

30. The inplenentation of human rights standards was obviously a very broad
questi on. No country, larga or snall, could clair to be irreproachable in the
matter. \VWen a country canme under question, account should be taken of al

the internal or external factors that mght affect human rights, especially
when the country concerned was in a state of war, as was Afghani stan. H s

del egation believed that the human rights violations in Afghanistan were due
not only to the prevailing internal conflict but also to external interference.

31. War itself threatened the basic rights of the people, especially the
right to life. I ndi scrimnate rocket attacks (morethan 7,000 firings in

ei ght nonths since March 1991) by the heavily arnmed Afghan opposition had
claimed hundreds of lives and injured hundreds nore. The responsibility for
such terrorist acts lay with the countries supporting the banditry.

32. Despite the difficulties arising froma prolonged war, his Governnent had
taken all necessary measuresto pronote and protect human rights. It had
spared no effort to end the fratricidal struggle; many tinmes it had
unilaterally declared a cease-fire and expressed its willingness to resolve
the issue peacefully. Afghanistan was the first State to support the recent
five-point statenment of the Secretary-Ceneral on the situation in the country.

33. The Republic of Afghanistan was a party to mostof the international
human rights instrunents. Strict observance of the basic norns and principles
of human rights was assured in its Constitution, article 5 of which provided
for political pluralism Yreedom of thought, expression, religion and
assenmbly, and the right to education, health and social security, were
guaranteed by | aw
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34. As part of the policy of national reconciliation, the Government had
taken many practical steps to normalize the human rights situation. Thousands
of prisoners had been released and the conditions of detention had been

i nproved. Conm ssions had been forned in the capital and the provinces to
supervise the conditions of prisoners and a central conm ssion under the
chairmanship of the Deputy Chief Justice regularly inspected prisons.

Article 41 of the Constitution provided for the right of the accused to defend
hinself either in person or through counsel and the Departnent of Legal Aid
provi ded | egal assistance to those who required it.

35. The International Commttee of the Red Cross (I CRC) had been carrying out
activities in Afghanistan since the establishnent of an | CRC officein 1986.
An ICRC teamregularly visited prisons in accordance with established
procedures. | CRC freely evacuated casualties belonging to the opposition
forces from war zones and brought themto city hospitals. Wen necessary, it
treated them on the spot.

36. | CRC had always had the support of the Government. Asia Watch, a

non- gover nmental human rights organization had published a rejort ("The
Forgotten WAr”) in February 1991 after a fact-finding m ssion LO Af ghani stan
and Pakistan. The report contained useful information for the Governnents of
Af ghani stan, Pakistan and the United States of Anerica.

37. In order to ensure the return of Afghan refugees and protect people
l[iving in the countryside, a national conm ssion under the chairmanship of the
Prime Mnister had been set up in order to help international institutions
which contributed to mne-clearing operations. Furthernore, a national human
rights comm ssion would be established in the very near future in Afghanistan
with the assistance of the Centre for Human R ghts and other nationa

comm ssions in the Asia-Pacific region

38. The Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Rights had received
full cooperation from the Afghan Governnent for the preparation of his |atest
report (A/46/606) as well as his previous reports on the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan. He had been able to gather first-hand information not
only in the governnment-controlled areas, but also in areas under the contro
of the opposition forcesay well as in refugee canps in Pakistan. He had had
free access to detention centres and juvenile rehabilitation centres. He had
been received by high-rankirg authorities in the Government, political party
| eaders, public figures, representatives of non-governnental organizations,
and commanders of arned fo.zes and mlitias.

39. While supporting the nfforts made by the Special Rapporteur to ensure the
full enjoynent of human riants by the Afghan people, his Governnment hoped that
a political solution to the problem would be found as soon as possible and
that the nmandate of the Sp.:cial Rapporteur would be term nated, as he hinself
nad stated to the Third Commttee the previous year. The Af ghan del egation
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expressed its appreciation for the tireless efforts by the Secretary-General
M. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, and his personal representative and the
coordinator of the United Nations Humanitarian and Econom c Assistance
Programmes Relating to Afghanistan, M. Sevan.

40. The Mdist Reverend Renato R MARTINQ (Holy See), referring to the
incidents thwat had occurred in East Tinor, said that the Holy See had al ways
supported the rights of the Tinorese people. In conplete harnony with the
local church in Dli, the Holy See once again condemmed the use ofviolence to
resol ve social conflicts.

41. The Holy See had reacted with a formal diplomatic step to the events of
12 Novenber 1991, calling upon the conpetent authorities to establish the
facts and punish those responsible. Wth the assurances given by the

| ndonesi an Governnent that a full investigation was taking place, one must
hope that such occurrences woul d neve. happen again.

42,  On 1 May 1991, Pope John Paul Il had published the Encyclical Letter

Cent esi nus Annus (see A/ 46/526), which dealt with some of the fundamental
guestions of the tinme and human rights within the current world situation. In
that connection, the Holy See wel comed the adoption by several countries of
legislation on religious freedom Thus, Al bania had annull ed anti-religioua
provisions in its constitution and the Canbodian authorities had recently
announced that Buddhism would once again be cthe State religion and that the
freedom to practise other religions wuld be guaranteed.

43. On the occasion of the International Day of Peace, the Supreme Pontiff
had specifically referred to the inportance of respect for the conscience of
every person, as a necessary basis fur peace in the world. Throughout the
centuries, religious intolerance had caused conflicts between nenbers of
different religions and ideol ogies, which should never recur. Even in cases
where the State granted special legal status to a particular religion, there
was a duty to ensure that the right to freedom of conscience was guaranteed
de iure and de facto for all citizens and foreigners residing in the country
temporarily or permanently. At theforty-seventh session of the Conm ssion on
Human R ghts, the representative of Mrocco had nmade a statenment to that
effect, which the Holy See fully supported.

44, The annual reports bythe Special Rapporteur on the inplenentation of the
Declaration on the Elimnation of All Forns of Intol erance and of
Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief contained very disturbing
information on incidents that had cometo the attention of the Rapporteur

Many ot her instances went inreported. On 12 January 1991, Pope John Paul 11,
in his address to the diplomatic corps, hac specifically referred to
situations of grave concern as well as someencouragi ng devel opnents regardi ng
freedom of religion and conscience in several countries.
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45, The 1981 Declaration on the Elimnation of All Forms ol Intolerance and
of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief, the tenth, anniversary of which
was being observed in 1991, was a great human~ rights instrunent.

Neverthel ess, in the absence of |egal guarantees, such declarations all too
frequently remained dead letter. In that regard, the member States of the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe had adopted new neasures set
forth in the Final Actofthe 1989 Vienna Meeting and the 1990 Charter of
Paris for aNew Europe.

46. The Holy See supported iu particular the recommendation contained in

par agraph 107 ofthe report by the Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/1991/56).

Several voices had called upon the United Nations to elaborate a | egal

i nstrunent that was more bi nding than the 1981 Declaration. The time had come
to give that proposal serious consideration and efforts should be nade to draw
un a convention which, rathur than sinply condemning intol erance, positively
affirmed religious freedom On the occasion of the International Day of

Peace, the Suprene Pontiff had once again pointed outthat in nmany cases
religious faith had preserved and strengthened the identity of entire peoples
and had proved to be a powerful force forliberation in countries where
religion was suppressed or persecuted.

47. Mrx, SARDENBERG (Brazi..) said that the Wrld Conference on Human Rights
woul d be an occasion for iriproving internati onal nechanisns and procedures for
the protection of human rights. The tine was ripe for review ng the progress
made in that area since the adoption in 1948 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. The Conference would also make it possible to achieve a deeper
under standi ng ofthe rel ationshi p between devel opnent and human rights aud put
forward concrete suggestions concerning international cooperation in that
field.

48. Brazil believed that devel opnment must be acconpani ed by a strengthening
of the institutions that were essential forthe protection of human rights.

In the preanble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it was stated
that human rights nust be protected by the rule of |aw The nechani snms and
institutions that made the rule oflaw areality nust be strengthened, and
that was a duty which fell to Governnents. In that respect, there was no

di fference between devel oped and devel oping countries, except that devel oping
countries sonetines |acked the resources that were needed to ensure the rule
of | aw

49. Lack of devel opment did not necessarily nmean |lack of respect for human
rights, just as wealth and advanced devel opnment were not necessarily absol ute

guarant ees of the observance of human rights. It followed that
devel opnent -rel at ed questions could never be invoked as an excuse for
violations of the rights and liberties of the individual. Brazil believed

that there could no longer be any m sunderstanding in *that respect.
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50. The overwhelming trenc towards the recognition of the |legal and merai
obligations of Governnments inthe field of human rights nade it possible to

t ake a more conprehensi ve approach to the possibilities of action for the
United Nations and to addre¢ss squarely the relation between devel opnent and
human rights. That did not noan that the United Nations should slacken its
nonitoring activities or rofrain from expressing concern and condemmation whon
a situation justified it. I ndeed, the World Conference would provide an
opportunity to discuss ways and neans of enhancing the effectiveness of the
United Nations in that respect. Wth a viewto creating better coaditions for
the protection of human rights in all countries, consideration could be given
to strengthening the advisory services currently provided by the United

Nat i ons. It should be noted that a remarkable contribution to the protection
and pronotion of human rights was bei ng made bynon-gover nnent al

organi zations; his CGovernment viewed human rights questions as a mgjor
priority inits life as a denocratic nation.

51. The Ceneral Assemblyhad proclained 1993 the International Year for the
Wrl d s | ndigenous People (in resolution 45/164 adopted on the initiative of,

anong others, Brazil). Those groups wereparticularly vul nerable. In Brazil,
the protection of the rights and cultural identity of indigenous communities
wasaccorded high priority by the Governnent. It was to be hoped that during

the International Year, additional resources could be allocated to activities
that could help pronmote the rights of indigenous peoples and inprove their

standard of |iving. I'n 199, Brazil had once again sponsored a draft
resol uti on which woul d provide guidelines and aprogramre of activities for
the Year. In Brazil, the Constitution defined the target of demarcating all

i ndi genous | ands before 5 October 1993. H's Governnment was committed to
acconplishing that goal. On 15 Novenber, a significant step had been taken
with the delimtation of the territory belonging to the Yanomam Indians in
the northern part of the ccuntry.

52. On the question of human rights at the international |evel, his

del egati on wasconcerned about the situation in Haiti and in East Tinor. It.
actively supported the initiatives undertaken by the Organization of Anerican
States and by the United Nations General Assenbly with a view to ensuring

respect for human rights and the rule of law in Haiti. It had also followed
with concern the recent events in EastTinor, which, |ike Brazil, was a forme:
Port uguese col ony. In astatenment rol eased on 14 Novenber, his Governnment had

condemrmed the use of violence and expressed the hope that noderation woul d
prevail and proper investigation of responsibility would ensure that such
epi sodes were not repeated

53. Ms, AL-HAMAMI (Yenen) said that, since May1991, her country had been

i nvol ved in a process of dimocratization ained at building anew society based
on justice and equality so as to enable all citizens to exercise their rights
to the full and to participate actively in political life and devel opnent. In
1992, following a period of transition, the Republic of Yenen would organize
froe and direct elections with a view *o strengthening denocracy. The right
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to vote and the right to stand for election would enable all Yenenites to
participate in political life and hence to realize their aspirations to a life
of dignity and to security and stability. Article 41 of the Constitution
stipulated that deputies were to be elected by secret and direct universa
suf f rage.

54. In conclusion, she said that the Republic of Yemenl| ooked forward to the
Wrld Conference on Human Rights to be held in 1993. Yenen hoped that the new
humani tarian order to be based on respect for human rights would bring about
the triunph of liberty, equality and social and econom c justice.

55.  Mr, KHALIL ( Egypt ). speaking on behalf ofthe Goup of Arab States, noted
that inaccordance with article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights, all persons, whatever the political, jurisdictional or internationa
status of the country to which they bel onged, were entitled to protection of
their rights; article 12 of the Universal Declaration provided for protection
against arbitrary interference with one’s privacy, article 17 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights reinforced that
protection and the fourth Geneva Convention provided forits applicability to
persons under foreign occupation. Many del egations which had spoken during
the debate on human rights had given great attention to those rights.

56. In that context, the act carried out on 18 Novenber 1991 by Israel

border guards against the Islamc H gh Court of occupied Arab Jerusal em was
unjustifiable and provocative. Those forces had broken into the Court offices
and had | ooted documents and historical archives including the title-deeds of
hundreds of Arab houses inhabited bythousands of Palestinian famlies for
many centuries.

57. That act jeopardiaed the Arab status of Jerusalem The stol en documents

could be falsified by Israwli extremists in order to deport Palestinians from
their lands and homes. Moreover, the occupying authorities mght transfer the
properties in question to Israeli settlers, claimng that no official property
deeds existed.

58. Despite the apologies nmade by the Israeli police, the Israeli Government
had done nothing to return the stolen documerts. The Goup of Arab States
call ed on theinternational community to intervene with the Israeli CGovernment
for the immediate return of the docunents and to ensure that the crimehad no
adverse effects on the human rights of the Pal estinians under Israeli
occupat i on.

59. The Goup of Arab States believed that the continuous violations of human
rights in the Arab occupied territories were not conducive to theefforts that
had been made since the start of the International Peace Conference in Madrid
to achieve a conprehensive and just peace in the Mddle East. | srael shoul d
refrain from any action that mght obstruct the peace process. The building
of settlenents in the occupied territories, the bonbing of southern Lebanon
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and the terrorizing of the civilian population as well as other practices
condemmed by international public opinion nust stop.

60. The international conmmunity mustdemand that |srael respect the
international treaties and agreenents relevant to the protection of the
civilian population in time of war, especially the fourth Geneva Conventi on,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Hague Declaration of 1907 and
the two International Covenants on Human Rights, all of which were applicable
to the Arab and Palestinian territories occupied by Israel

61. Mr. RAZALI (Malaysia) said that the Constitution of Ml aysia guaranteed
the protection of human rights and fundanmental freedons, consonant with the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts. During the 34 years that had el apsed
since independence, Ml aysia had becone, in stages, a progressive diversified
mar ket - ori ent ed denocracy. That experience had heightened its belief that
human rights and fundanental freedons were neaningless unless conditions were
created to meet basi c needs such as food, shelter, clothing, health care and
educati on. Wi | e upholding the principle of human rights and fundanent al
freedons, Ml aysia had managed to inprove the standard of living of its people
over the years, thereby enlarging the scope for the enjoynent of basic rights.

62. G ven the heterogeneous nature of Mal aysi an society, his Governnent was
convinced that a united society was fundanental to the pronotion of social and

political stability. Its devel opnent policies took full account of the
diversity of Mlaysia s ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious and regiona
heritage.

63. The form and machi nery of denocracy nust be tailored to the history,

uni queness and cultural identity of each country. There was no one nodel of
denocr acy. Good governance meant accountability and responsiveness to the
needs of the people, but the people had responsibilities too. It was

di sastrous to separate rights from responsibilities, and Ml aysia s aversion
to what it saw happening in the North was sometimes due to that di chot ony.

Mal aysi a was al so repelled by human rights taken to extrenes, an attitude that
tol erated the squal or and breakdown of val ues that could be seen insome
sectors of the industrializsd countries. The debate on the |inkage between
human rights and fundanental freedons and social and econom c devel opnent
could be traced to the day:. when the Universal Declaration of Human R ghts had
been drafted. Simlarly, .he preanble to the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultur-al Rights recognized that the ideal of free human
bei ngs enjoying freedom from fear and want could only be achieved if
conditions were created whereby everyone could enjoy his economc, social and
cultural rights, as well au his civil and political rights. It was all too
evident that that |inkage had been forgotten by many countries of the North as
they put incessant pressur: on the South
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64. In 1968, tho International Conference on Human Rights, held at Tehran,
had declared that progress in human rights depended upon the inplenmentation of
effective national and international econom c and social devel opnent

policies. That had not; prevented nany industrialized countries from seeking
above all to perpetuate their econom c prinacy,

65. The Commi ssion on Human Rights and the General Assenbly had recognized
the right to devel opment, both for nations and for individuals. Could those
countries that clainmed to be the advocates of human rights offer the sane
commtment to defending the right of nations to devel opnent as they did to
chanpioning civil. and political rights?

66. In his report on the work¢€ the Organization (A/46/1), the
Secretary-Ceneral had taken the view that incertain cases "a concerted
exertion of international influence and pressure through timely appeal,

admoni tion, renonstrance or condemmation and, in the last resort, an
appropriate United Nations presence” were necessary to protect human rights.
H s del egation shared that view to a certain extent, but believed that
intervention by the international community nust be limted to cases where
there was cl ear evidence of massive human rights viol ations. In making a
judgenent on a situation that mght require international involvenent, the
United Nations mustensure that it was not influenced by the disparity between
the powerful and the weak, which so often perneated its decisions. Could the
Organization guarantee that the defence of human rights would not be used to
encroach on the donestic jurisdiction of States and to erode their
sovereignty, as cautioned by the Secretary-Ceneral in his report?

67. H s delegation wel coned the decision of the General Assenbly to convene a
World Conference on Human Rights in 1993. Ml aysia expected that Conference
to review progress in human rights, examne the relationship between

devel opnent and the enjoyment of all human rights w thout exception, consider
ways to inprove the inplenentation of human rights standards and instrunents
and make concrete recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness of United
Nations activities and mechanisns in that area.

68. The Conference nust |ead to a more bal anced view of human rights for the
benefit of all, instead of using the subject as a political weapon, as was
currently the case. The nonopolistic control exercised by the industrialized
countries of the North over theeconomc, financial and political factors that
governed international relations was anything but denocratic. It was to be
hoped that the Conference woul d address that issue and would succeed in
producing a nore acceptable codification of human rights.

69. Mrs, SEMAMBQ KALEMA (Uganda) said that the tensions and conflicts arising
from flagrant and systematic violations of human rights and fundanent al
froedons in one specific country or rogion were often a threat to
international peace and security. Humar rights violations nust therefore be
condormmod and redressed, and the international comunity had a vital role to
play in that regard.
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70. Over the years, the Uiited Nations had gone to great lengths to lay a
foundation for the pronotion, protection and enjoynent of human rights. The

i nstruments adopted under ivs auspices, such as the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the Internaticnal Covenants and the recently adopted Convention
on the Rights of the Child and International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Mgrant Wrkers and Their Famlies were basic instrunments in
that area. The work of the Centre for Human Rights in the areas of research

i nformation, training, advisory and technical assistance and treaty nonitoring
were al so commendabl e.

71. The recent wave of denocrstization in many parts of the world had been
acconpani ed by nmarked progress in and increased public awareness of the
observance of human rights and fundamental freedons. Unfortunately, as
indicated in the various reports of the special rapporteurs and special
representatives, gross violations of humanrights continued in many countries.

72. South Africa was one such country. VWile welcomng the positive changes
referred to by the Secretary-CGeneral in his report, her delegation called upon
the Government of South Africa to free all political prisoners, facilitate the
return of all exiles and put an end 20 the continuing violence in the bl ack

t ownshi ps.

73. Uganda expressed its continued concern at the situation of Palestinians
in the occupied territories and hoped that the ongoing peace negotiations
woul d produce a lasting solution.

74. The proposed establishment of an emergency procedure to nonitor and react
to gross and massive human rights violations and to prevent their escalation
was very interesting. Howuver, it wasinportant not to |ose sight of the
principle of the sovereignty of States enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nat i ons.

75. Wiile concurring wth the Secretary-CGeneral that “the principle of
non-interference with the essential donestic jurisdiction of States cannot be
regarded as a protective barrier behind which human rights could be nassively
or systematically violated with inmpunity”, her delegation cautioned agai nst
using that idea as a pretext. for violating the sovereignty of States.

76. The |link between devel opment, denocracy and human rights had becone
increasingly clear, but the concept of denocracy nust be nodified to take into
account. different cultures, traditions and historical contexts. Denocracy was
based on such principles as the rule of law, accountability, an independent
judiciary, f reedom or’ expression, free ana periodic elections expressing the
wi |l of the people and respect for human rights. The expression of those
principles could, however, vary according to the electoral system and the

ci rcumst ances.
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77. If human rights and democracy were to be neaningful, dovel opi ng countries
must be assisted in attaining an adequate standard of i ving. Count | ess
people throughout the world were deprived of the mostbasic econom c and
social rights, which included the right to food, shelter, education and health
care., TheDeclaration on the R ght to Devel opnent (CGeneral Assenbly

resolution 41/128) had proclainmed that the right to devel opnment was an
inal tenable human right.

78. Uganda supported the principle of free, periodic and fair elections, and
her delegation therefore commended the electoral assistance that the Centre
for Huoman Rights, the United Nations Devel opment. Programme (UNDP) and the
Depart ment of Techni cal Cooperation for Devel opnent provided to Menber States
that so requested. Their efforts had been successful in Namibia, Panama,
Haiti, N caragua and Zanmbia, and it was therefore strange that a proposal had
been made to create a new structure for coordinating electoral questions,

especially at a tinme when the Secretary-CGeneral was striving to achi eve zero
budget yrow h.

79. Violations of human rights contributed to the mass exodus of refugees and
di spl aced persons. As ind.cated in the report of the Secretary-General, the
root causes of such movements must be addressed, through pronotion of human
rights, assistance to developing countries and the establishnent of an
equitable international economc order so as to mnimze the nunber of

economic mgrants increasingly facing racial discrimnation, violence and
hardships in countries of asylum

80. Her delegation welcomed the declaration of 1993 as the International Year
for the Wrld s I|ndigenous Peopl e.

81. The United Nations shoul d emphasize capacity-building at national and
regi onal levels through training programmes, providing technical assistance
and encouragenent of national human rights institutions. She hoped that it
woul d increase its assistance to Ugandsn institutions such as the
Constitutional Conmm ssion »nd the Human R ghts Conm ssion, as well as
institutions for law enfortcnent and crimnal justice admnistration.

82. Her delegation welcomed the Wrld Conference on Human R ghts to be held
inBerlin in 1993. She st :essed the extreme need for sufficient funding for
the Conference inorder to secure the w dest possible partic.sation, and paid
tribute to Finland for its offer to contribute to the Voluntary Fund in
support of participation of representatives of the |east developed countries

in the Conference and its preparatory worK. She hoped that ot her devel oped
countries would make similar commitments.

83. Mr, NECAJ (Albania) said that his country had embarked irreversibly on
the road *o democracy, freedom and human dignity. It abided by the major
human rights instruments adopted by the Conference on Security and Cooperation
in Europe, of which it had become a full member. Albania had become a
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parliamentary republic based on political pluralism and the merket econony,
where total separation of 1 egislative, executive and judicial powers was
guaranteed, all i{ormsof ownership were accepted, and State authority was
subject ta constitutional law and international commtnents, particularly wth
regard to individual and mnority rights. After 45 years of serious
violations of human rights and fundanental freedons, Al banians no |onger
needed to fear torture or maltreatnent, especially during crimina)

pr oceedi ngs. New | aws were being enacted by which A bania was bringing its
legislation into conformty with European standards. The Suprene Court was
repealiag unjust decisions caken under the former regine, and the recently
elected coalition Government was attenpting to dismantle the totalitarian
structures inherited fromthe past. That task was nade moredifficult because
of Albania's |long separation fromthe rest of Eurcpe, and its | ack ¢f | egal
means

84. The elections in Albania, attended by international observers, had taken
place in a climte of freedom New y-aut horized political parties had free
access to the nmedia and had conducted their canpaigns in an atnosphere of
tolerance. The possibility of participation #+- voluntary organizations in any
area of interest had strengthened the people’'s civic spirit. They understood
that ensuring civil peace und respect for rights was a responsibility they
shared with the CGovernnent.

85. The Al banian authorities were currently examning the entire body of
legislation inherited fromthe old regime in order to harnonize it with the
major human rights instrumeats to which Al bania had becone party. To ensure
i mpl ementation of those inc vwruments, a special parlianmentary comm ssion had
been established for protection of human rights and fundanental freedons, and
non- governnental organi zations recently established were pursuing the same
goal ,

86. Protection of human rights had been the focal point of the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe since its establishnment in 1975. The
situation in that area in a nunber of States that were ill-prepared for the
peaceful settlenment of disputes was a cause for concern. Ethnic conflicts in
particular, as in Yugoslavia, should be nentioned. Cvil rights nust be
ensured to all peoples; unfortunately, that was not the case in Yugoslavia,
where the Al bani an popul ation continued to be deprived, in the mostbrutal
manner, of its human rights and fundanental freedons. In Kosova, all the
principles enshrined in United Nations and European Community human rights
instrunents were denied, despite renonstrations to the Serbian and Yugoslav
authorities and denmands that they should recognize and respect the most basic
rights of Al banians. Their situation as victinms of terror and repression by
the police and federal arm was deteriorating day by day. The Serbian
Government, after illegally declaring a state of enmergency in Kosova, was
usi ng every means to ruin the regional economy, destroy the health-care
system, and restrict access to education for Al banian children, in other
words, to force the Albanians to emigrate.
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g87. Al the observers and groups visiting Kosova had arrived at the sane
concl usi on: Al bani ans in Yugoslavia were the nost repressed people in

Europe. Based on inconplete data, 2,500 Al banians had been sentenced by
civilian and nmilitary courts for so-called political crinmes in recent years.
Bet ween 1981 and 1989, nore than 10,000 persons had been sentenced for sinple
possessi on of newspapers, folk-nusic recordings orother such "political"”

m sdeneanour s. The Serbian authorities had dism ssed about 200 judges of

Al banian nationality, as well as 1,200 Al banian health-service staff, anong
them 100 professors fromthe Prishtina Faculty of Medicine. In the past
several nonths, 60,000 persons, all of Al banian nationality, had been

dism ssed fromtheir jobs and thus deprived of their Iivelihood. A | arge
nunber of the vacant posts had been filled by Serbians brought from other
regions. By order of tha Serbian authorities, students in alnobst all schools
I n Kosova had been separated by nationality. Since 1 January 1991, no school
teaching in the Al banian |anguage had received any financial support, which
nmeant that Al banian children were no | onger taught their nother tongue

88. No onecould remain indifferent to the fate of the Al banians in Kosova.
Yugosl avia continually reaffirnmed its adherence to human rights instrunents,
but there was a gap between rhetoric and reality. The international comunity
nmust take action to prevent the tragedies which would surely occur if the
rightful concerns of peoples of that country were ignored.

The peetinu rose at 12.4% p,m.




