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1. The General Assembly, at its 229th plenary meeting held on

26 September 1949, referred to the First Committee, for consideration and

report, the item "Condemnation of the preparations for a neTtl war, and

conclusion of a five-power 'pact for the strengthening of peace", submitted

by the Union of 'Soviet Socialist Republics (A/996).
2. The First Committee considered this question at its 325th to 337tb meetings
inclusive.

3. At the 325th meeting on 14 November 1949 the representative of the Union

of Soviet Socialist Republics made a statement in support of the following

draft resolution (A/996) , which he had submitted to the General Assembly on

23 September 1949:

"1. The General Assembly condemns the preparations for a new war now

being c9nducted in a number of countries, and particula~ly in the

United States of America and the United Kingdom, as reflected in the w~r

propaganda encouraged by Government s, in the arn:aments race and the

inflation of military budgets inflicting heavy burdens on the people,

the establishment of numerous military, naval and air bases on the

territories of other countries, the organization of militaryllocs of

States pursuing aggressive aims directed against peace-loVing democratic

countries, and the implementation of other measures having aggressive

purposes.

"2. Just as the civilized nations long since condeffiIled as a heinous

crime against humanity the use for military purposes of poisonous gases

and bacteriological media, the General Assembly regards the use of

atomic Weapons and other means of mass destruction as being contrary to

the conscience. and honour of the nations and in~ompatible with

membership of the United Nations, and considers as inadmissib~e any
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fur~her delay in the adoption oy the ~nited Nations of practical measures

for the unconditjonal prohioition of atomic weapons and the estaolishment

of appropriate strict international control.

"3. The General Assemoly calls upon a:n States to settle their disputes

and differences oy peaceful methods, and to r.frain from resort to force

or the threat of force. The General Assomoly, taking note, in this

connexion, of the undeviating desire and will of the peoples to avert

the threat of a new war and ensure the maintenance of peace - as

expressed in the mighty popular movement in all countries for peace and

against the warmongers - and having regard to the fact that the primary

responsioility for the ~bintenance of international peace and security

lies on the shoulders of the five Powers, permanent memoers of the

Security Council, unanimously expresses the wish that the Jnited States

of America, the United Kingdom, China, France and the Union of Soviet

Socialist Repuolics will unite their efforts to this end and will

conclude among themselves a Pact for the Strengthening of Peace."

4. At the 325th meeting of the Committee, the representatives of the United

States of America and the United Kingdom suomitted a joint draft resolution

(A/C .1/549) on the "Essentials of Peace". This draft resolution commenced

with a declaration that the Charter of the United Nations laid down oasic

principles necessary for an enduring peace; that disregard of these principles

was primarilyresponsiole for the continuance of international tension; and

that it was urgently necessary for all Memoers to act in accordance with these

principles. Every nation w~s called upon to accept certain principles e.g.,

to refrain from threatening or using force contrary to the Charter; and to

refrain from any threats or acts, direct or indirect, aimed at impairing the

freedom, independence, or integrity of any State, or at fomenting civil strife

and suoverting the will of the people in any State. Every Member was called

upon to participate ful.l;r in all the work of the United Nations. The five

permanent ~embers of the Security Council Were called upon to broaden

progressively their co-operation and to exercise restraint in the use of the

veto. Finally, every nation was called upon to settle international diaputeG

Iy peacefUl means and to co-operate in supporting United Nations efforts c;.;

resolve outstanding problems; to co-operate to attain the effective internationi :

regulation of conventional armaments; and to agree to the exe~cise of nation.l

sovereignty jointly with other nations to the extent necessary to attain

international con~rol of atomic energy which would ~b~e effective the

prohibition of atomic weapons and assure the use of atomic energy for

peacefUl purposes only.

/5. At the 337th
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5· At the 337th meeting on 25 November 1949 the draft resolutions on this

question Were put to the vote:

(a) The draft resolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

(A/996) was put to the vote paragraph by paragraph with the following

re'3ults:

(i) The first paragraph was reJected by a roll-call vote of 52 to 5,
with 2 abstentions, as follows:

In favour: Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia,
PoLmd, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics. - -

Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia,
Brazil, Burma, Canada, Chile, Ch:na, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Greece, Guatemala,
Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Israel)
Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, ~weden, Syria,
Thailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom,
United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela.

Abstentions: Yemen, Yugoslavia.

(ii) The ~d paragraph was rejected by 38 votes to 5, with 16

. abstentions.

(iii) The first sentence of the third paragraph was reJected by a

roll~call vote of 19 to 14, with 26 abstentions, as follows:

In-!~: Afghanistan, Byelorussian Soviet 00cialist RepubliC,
Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Israel, Lebanon,
Philippines, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yemen,
Yugosla via.

Against: Australia, Belgium, BoliVia, 'Brazil, Canada, China,
Denmark, Greece, Iceland, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay, Sweden, Turkey, Union of
South Africa, United Kingdom, United States of America.

Abstentions: Argentina, Burma, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cul:a,
Dominican Republic, Egypt, EI S6.1vador, Ethiopia, France,
Haiti, Honduras, India, Iran, Iraq, Liberia, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panarr~, Peru, Saudi Arahia, Sy~ia,

Thailand, Venezuela.

(iv) The second sentence of the third paragraph was rejected by a

roll-call vote of 41 to 6, with 12 abstentions, as follows:

In favour: Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Repullic, Czechoslovalda,
Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Soeialist Republic, union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Yemen.

Against: Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, E11rtea, Canad.a,
Chile, China, Colo~bia, Costa Rica, CUba, Denmark,
Dominican Republic, El Sclvador, Ethiopia, France, (reece,
Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberja:
Luxembourg, Mexico, Net.herlands, NeH Zealand, Nicaragua,
Norwa;y, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, S'Heden, Thailand, 'I'urkey,
Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, United States of
America, Uruguay, Venezuela, YugoslaVia.

/Abstentions:
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Abstentions: Afghanistan, Argentina, Ecuador, Egypt, Guatemala, .
India, Iran, Israel, Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi P~abla,

Syria.

(b) The joint fu"aft resolution submitteQ by the United States ofArr.eT~ca

and the United Kingdom (A/C.l/549) was put to the vote paragraph by

paragraph with the following results:

(1) The first paragraph was adopted by a roll-call vote of 54 to

none, with 5 abstentions, as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia,
BraZil, Burma, Canada, Chile, China, colombia,
Costa Rica ~ CUba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Greece,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran, Ira~,

Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico,
Netherlands, New Zealand Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan,
Panama, Paraguay Peru Philippines, Saudi Arabia,, , Af .
Sweden, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South rIca)
United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay,
Venezue1a, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

~entions: Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repu.lic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

(ii) The second p~ragraPQ was adopted by 54 votes to none, with

5 abstentions.

(iii) The third paragraph was. adopted by a roll-call vote of 54 to

none, with 5 abstentions, as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan Argentina Australia Belgium, Bolivia,, , ,
Brazil, Burma, Canada, Chile, China, Colom.ia,
Costa Rica Cuba Denmark Dominican gepublic, Ecuador," ,Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Greece,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq,
Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico, .
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, PakIstan,
Panama, Paraguay Peru Philippines, Saudi Arabia,
Sweden Syria Thailand Turkey Union of South Africa,, , , ,
United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Abstentions: Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist RepUblic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

(iv) The fourth paragraph was adopted by 54 votes to none, with

5 abstentions.

(v) The fifth paragraph was adopted by a roll-call vote of 53 to 5,

with 1 abstention,' as follows:
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Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia) Belgium, Bolivia,
Brazil) Burma; Canada, Chile, China, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Greece,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India. Iran, Ira.q,
Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, LuxGm"bo1.:"rc;, j,loxico,
Netherlands, New Zealand, NIcaragua, Norway, ~akistan,

Panan:.a, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines; Saudi Arabia,
SvTeden, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South AfTica,
United Kingdom, United states of America, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Yemen.

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cze~hoslovakia)

Pcland,Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of
$oviet Socialist Republics.

~bstention: Yugoslavia.

(vi) The sixth paragraph was adopted by 54 votes to 5, with no

abstentions.

(vii) The ~nth paragraph was adopted by a roll-call vote of 5)+ to ­

none, with S abstentions, as follows:

In f~~: Afghanistan, Jl.rgentina, Australia, Belgium, 'Bolivia)
Brazil, Burma, Canada, Cbile, China,. Colombia,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic) Ecuador,
Egypt, El Salvndor; Ethiopia, France, Greece,
Guatemala, Halci, Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq,
Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico}
Netherlands} New Zealand, Nicaragua) Norway) Pakistan)
Panama, Paraguay, 3eru, Philippines) Saudi Arabia,
Sweden, Syria, Thailand} Turkey, Union of South Africa,
United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Abstentions: 'Byelorussian Soviet Socialist RepUblic, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re;)l..l.blic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

(Viii) The eighth paragraph was adopted by S2 votes to 5, with

2 abstentions.

(ix) The ninth paragraph was adopted by 54 votes to none, with

5 abstentions.

,(x) The first par~ of the t~?th parag~ph, up to ahd includinb the

words IItheir co-operation", was adopted by 5)+ votes to none,

with 5 abstentions.

(Xi) The remaining ~art of the tenth paragraph was adopted by 51 votes

to 5, with 3 abstenttons.

(Xii) The tenth paragraph as a vrhole vas adopted b;v- 51 votes to 5,

with 3 abstentions.

(xiii) The eleventh paragraph was adopted by 54 vot~ 8 to none, with

5 abstentions.

(XiV) The twelfth paragral)J1 was adopted by 53 votes to 5, With 1

abstention.

j(xv) The thirtesnth

I
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(xv) The thirteenth paragraph was ad9pted by 50 votes to 5, with

4 abstentions.

(xvi) The resolution as a whole was adopted by a roll-call vote of

53 votes to 5, with 1 abstention, as follows:

Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia,
Brazil, Burma, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt, El Salyador, Ethiopia, France, Greece,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran,
Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia,
Sweden, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa,
United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Yemen.

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist R~public, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Ukra~nian Soviet Socialist ~epublic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

Abst~~ion: Yugoslavia.

6. The First Committee recommends adoption by the General Assembly of the

following resolution:

ESSENTIAL OF PEACE

. The General Assembly

1. Declares that the Charter of the United Nations, the most

solemn pact of peace in history, lays down basic principles necessary

for an enduring peace; that disregard of these principles is primarily

responsible for the continuance of international tension; and that it

is urgently necessary for all Members to act in accordance with these

principles in the spirit of co-operation on which the United Nations

was founded;

Calls upon every nation

2. To ref~ain from threatening or using force contrary to the

Charter;

3. To refrain from any threats or act '3, direct or indirect,

aimed at impairing the freedom, independence, or integrity of any

State, or at fomenting civil strife and subverting the will of the

people in any State;

4. To carry out in good faith its international agreements;

5. To afford all United Nations bodies full co-operation and

free access in the performance of the tasks assigned to them under

the Charter;

6. To promote, in recognition of the paramount importance of

preserving the dignity and worth of the human person, full freedom

for the peacefUl expression of political opposition, full opportunity

/for the
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for the exercise of religious freedom, and full respect for all the

other fundamental rights expressed in the Universtil Declaration of

Human Rights;

7. To promote nationally and through international co-operation

efforts to achieve and sustain higher standards of living for all

peoples;

8. To remove the barriers which deny to- peoples "the free

exchange of information and ideas essential to international und~rstanding

and peace;

Calls upon every Member

9· To participate fully in all the work of the United Nations;

Calls upon the five permanent Members of the Security Council

10. To broaden progressively their co-operation and to exercise

restraint in the use of the veto in order to make the Security Council

a more effective instrument for maintaining peace;

Calls u~every nation

11. To settle international disputes by peaceful means and to

Co-operate in supporting United Nations efforts to resolve outstanding

problems;

12. To co-operate to attain the effective international regulation

of conventional armaments; and

13· To agree to the exercise of national sovereignty jointly with

other nations to the extent necessary to attain international control

of atomic energy which would make effective the prohibition of atomic

weapons and assure the use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes only.




