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-GENERAL X'SSEMBLY . . OBIGIN.AL:· ENG~li 

]'ourth session 
" ~ • • t 

:REFUGEES AND STATELESS· ·PEF.S.Ol\TS 

!at~ br'ihe_§.~~t~~enera~ 
' ' 

1.. On 6 ]\ugust 1949, at ita. ninth aass.ion, -'Ghe Economic and Social 

Counc~~ adopted resolu·t.ion 24~ (IX)A, reading aa .follows: 

"The Economic a.ncl. Sooi~l Cou.nr'\1, 
.~~ ......... M ' 

"~calli~ the resol'u.tion of 1~ February 1946 in 'tvhich the 

General Assembly proola~d that the problem of refugees and 

displaced persons was int~rnational in scopa and nature,· 

"~ng taken £:?&S~.~~!. of' thf\ report of the Secretary­

General¥.· and of the c~unioation from the General Council of thet 

. International Ref~gAe Qrsanization, dated ~1 Ju~ '1949, ~* 
• I 

"C .. onsid~rin~ that the qu~stion of the protection of' refugees 

'\v"hO are the concern of the IRO is an urgent one O't·rlng to the . . 
fact that the IRO expects to terminate its services about 30 JUD.{4: 19501 

ncop.sidorins that at that time there -vrill still be a 

considerable number of r~fugees ~1y of Whom will not be capable 

of being rap~dly absorbed into the national community of the 

countries where they are living, and that this number may possibly 
' . 

. be increased by other r~fugees in a similar position, 

~~~ot~ng the conclusions submitted by the General Council of 

~he IRO in section 5 of its aforementioned communication, 

"Requests the Governments 't>7hich are Members of' the United IJat;tons, 

and. all the o~er States, . to provide 1 after the terrninat:i.on of the 

IRO~ the necessary legal protection for refug~es who have been the 

concern of the IRO under its m,andate; 

"Re~,.sts the Secretary-~eneral, in consultation '\-nth the Ad.v.lsory 

Committee on Administrative and: Bttdgetary Questions, to prepare for 

the consideration of the fourth session of the General Assembly a 

plan for S"Uch organization -v1ithin the fram~work of the United ~lations . ,. 

ai:. may be required to ·enable the United Nations to discharge ·the 
. . . . . . \ - "- .;, .. ~ 

function of international protection of refugees, and related' 
-, .. · . " 

functions, taking into account the follo1dng alternatives:. . . . " . 

l"{a} The 



· · ·~'(a} Tha establisl1me~'G ar :$; :r:fi@l. Oonnn.issionorl s -Office under · 
. ' '·,, . l. ·. . ' ..• 

the control or the United Nationaj · 
"(b). The estab:f:fslmi.ent o:f' ·a a~rvJ.ce WJ.thin the United Nationa· 

Secretariat; 

. "Further rec:uests the Secre~..Qeneral, in consultation 

with the Advisor.y Committee on Administrative end Budgetar,y Quostiong 

to transmit with such plari of.organization a proposal ~dth respect 

to the nature and extent of the legal protection functions to be 

perf.ormed, taking into eonsidera·bion the experience of· the Leaguo 

of Nations, the Inter-Governmental Oommi:ttoe on Rofugoes and the 

IRO, the various provisions or·national legislation relating to 

l'ofugees, the special problems in ·occupied areas and the 

observations made 'by Governments d.uring. the current session of the 

Council. This proposal might also include the follmving: .. ' 

"(a) The methods by which States not members of "the T-'lllited .. 
Nations may be brought into association with the work of the 

United Nations for refugees and stateless persons;· 

n (b) The administr~tion of ·any assistance fWldS vu'li~h ·the 

Gen>Jral Assembly might put at the disposal of the United Nations 

for the benefit of certain classes of refugees; 

" (c) Reporting at stated intervai~ to the Council arut ·bhe 

General AssemblY concerning the effectiveness of existing 
. • I 

internationa.l measures for the lngal protection of refugees and auOh . ' 

further international action aS my be nooeSSEU'Yj 
11RocC!lll!l.ends that tha General Assembly at its fourth session; 

"(a) ·Decide the functions and organfza.tio~l arrangements 

within tho framework of tho United Nations necessary for tho 
int9rnat1onal protection of refugees after the IRO termi:lates its 

activities; , 
;• 

"(b). Make the 'b-qdgetary provision for tho fir..ancial yoe:r 1950· ~; 
~- . . 

necessary for the assumption of such i'imctions". . 

2. As requested by· tho above resolution the SecratarJ-G-enerel has beenl . ~ 

prepa.1'ing a plan for such organization 'Within the framework of the 

United Nations as may bo required to enable tho nnited Nations to 

di.scharge the function of international protection of' rofugoes, and 

relatE!d:_ functions~ In preparing this plan~ ho has taken into accour1t 

the two alternatives outlined in tho resolution of the Econamio and 

Social Council~ . 

3. Th~ Secr~tary·Gene~al will ~resent the plan to tha Gener~· Asse~~lJ 
as soon as his consultations "With th~ AdvisOl'"Y Camm.ittee en A.dministra·~ 

I . 
and Budget~~ Question~ have been concluded~ 




