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I. ORGANIZATION OF TBE'COMMISSION 
II. MAIN ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSION .AND ITS SUB ..COMMI'ITEES . . ' 

III. OTRER ACTIVITIES RIDLATING TO THE VTOBK OF TEE. COMMISSION . . . ~ . . .. 

I •. ORGANIZATION OF TEE COMMISSION 
(a) Meetings of the Commission and. Sub.•Co:mmittees. 

1. . . During the thre.e •'\-reek period covered by this report, the Commission 
held~ive plenal7 meetings (twenty-eighth through thirty-second)4 An 

!2:, ~ Committee of the 1fuole on the Question of Observer T~ams :met opoe •. 
Sub-committee I held five __ meetings (twenty-eighth through thir:ty-second),.1 . 

includ~ng three hearings. No meetings of Sub-Cammitt~e II w~~e held d~ing . . . 
this period. 

(b) Office of the Chairman 
' -2. The representative of France, Mr. Henri Costilhes, continued as 

Chairman of the Commission. 
(c) Membersh:i.p of the Commissi,on 

3. ~e representative of. the Philippines, Mr. Rufino Luna, returned. to 
' . 

Seoul from the Philippines on 16 May. 

II. MAIN ACTIVITIES ·OF .TEE COMMISS!ON AND ITS SUB ..COMMITTEES· 
(a) ~lenary Meetings of -the .Qommis~ion 

(1) gomposi tion of the Commission 
' 4w At the twenty-eighth meeting on 18 May the Commission adopted a 

resolution_ urging on the Government of Syria ~e imp~rtance of appointing a 

* First issued.at· Seoul as A/AC .'26/28 •. 
**.~or the last,~port see A/906. 
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representative to the United Nations Commission on Kqr~ aild, re9.uesting the 
·secrete.r.v-?eneral to facilitate h:ts·arrival at Seouli·(~~k: 1) •· 
(ii) Report of Sub·C~tee I: Persons ·to be heard and conte.ct.with _-

North Korea 
5-. At the twenty-eighth meeting on 18 May, the Commission approved the 
second p8l1 t of a report of Sub-Committee I,· stating that pending the recei]t 
of a reply to the letter transmitted to North Korea, the Sub ..Committee W0'1lld 

pursue ·othel" possible courses o_f action in contacting North Korea (Annex 2, 
6.. · It deferred action on the first part o! the report, recommending inter : 

' -
~a hearing of Kim Koo, Chairmen of the Korean Independence Party. This 
part of the report was approved at the thirtieth meeting on 23 Mey after 
the Commission. had been informed. b~ its Cl\airman. of his impressions regarding· 
possible repercussions of the hearing, ~th one addition ·to the list of 
persons to be heard (Annex 3) • 
(iii) Publicity concerning letter to No1·th Korea ' . 
7. At the twenty~eighth and t'~enty-ninth meetings the Commission considered 
what steps were to be taken in view of recently published press comznents and 

speculations occasioned by the trip made by a member of the Secretariat to 
Hong Kong.* I·t; had given rise to incorrect in'l:;erpretation of the purpose 
of the trip, which in turn had provoked some concern in the minds of members 
of the Government of the·Republic ot Korea. 
8. Some members of the Commission f'e1t that the release of the text of the 

letter· to General Kiln Il Sung, ·along '\'ti. tb. a atatsment of the circumetancee 
of its dispatCh, would clarify the ~osition of the Commission and put an 
end to erroneous interpretation. other members favoured. the release of' a . . 
Slliili'lla.rY of the letter rather thaii its full text, as the Oo:mmission had not' 

yet received an acknowledgement of its receipt. At the twenty-ninth 
meeting on 19 Mey the Commission decided, in order to avoid. a:ny furth~r 
mdsinterpretation, to issue a press release containing a statement of the 
~er tn which the letter had been transmitted, as well as its full text. 
(Annex 2 1 B) • 
. (iv} Letter from the Minister of Forelm; Affairs of the Republic. of Korea' 

to the Chairman of the Commission 
9. At the thirty-first meeting on 26 May the Commission agreed on the 
contents of a communication to be addressed by the <r.t1airma.n to the Minister 
of" Foreign Affairs in reply to his letter (Annex 2 1 C) .. 

* See A/9o4, Section II (a} (i). 
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. " .10 .: ira his ccmmunioe.tion ·tliii Ohai~ :tnro~d the Minister ot Jroreigit 
Affaire that in the opinion of the Oomm:tss1on the question which had prompted. 
the· dispatch of hie letter. had been answered in :Press.Belease No •. 17 (see . 
AnneX 2, B) • He assured the ~inister that the Commission he.d al'Wey'S h1shl3 
appreciated the help and cooperation, and kept in mind the status, of the · 
coverment of the Republic of Korea·. 
( v) ~oop w1 thprawal 
u. At the twenty •n1nt4 ;meeting on 19 May the repr~senta ti ve of the 
Philippines introduced a. draft resolution to the effect that as long as the 
Commission is unable to observe the withdrawal of USSR occupation forces, 
and while the problem. of troop w1 thdrawa.ls remains "a problem of the un1 ted 
Nations, the Unite~ States m.ay not 'Withdraw u.nilater~ its troops in 
south 'orea without previous consultation with the General AssemblY or its 
Interim Committee", In the diecuttsi®a 'Whiob foUowed, the question was 
raised whether under General Ase•l7 X.'efJ.Ol\ltiQ~ 195 (III) of 12 DeGember 19~ 
the Commission had to assume ~ NfJ~.#.bUS.tv for ·e:l.ther the tilning or 
tbe facilitatillg of the with~'Wal, at iil:OO.p$ 1 and both posi.tive and negative 

I 

views found expression." 
12. The debate was continued at the thirtieth meeting on 23 May, when the 
representative of the Philippines presented as a compromise an amended draft 
resolution expressing the opinion that the Commi~sion assqmed no 
responsibili~ regarding the timing or the facilitating of the withdr~wal 
of forces of occupying Powers. 
13. The resolution was adopted with some che.ng~s (Annex 4) by three VQtes 

to one, with two abstentions. Members ~·1ho abstained felt that there vas no 
need for such a resolution, while the dissenting member did nc>t agree that 
the Comm.iss:ton. could be absolved of all ;responsibility in the matter or 
withdra.~ or non .. withdrawal of troops. 
14. The question of trooJ? withdrawal was again d,iscussed at the thtr'ty• 
aecond. meeting on 2 June, in co~otion w1 th unof"ficia.l reportiJ of 
withdrawals Cll Uniteti States forces. It was asx-eed that a meeting b~tween 
the Commission and the Ambassador of' the United States would be desirable, 
in which practical aspects of the Commission's observation d~ties could be 
discussed. 
15. One Ruch practical question, that of the need fQ~ military experts, and 
of their nationality, was also discussed at the twenty-second meeting, but 
no decision was reached. 
(vi) Observer teams 
16. Discussion of this question* was reswned a.t the thirty-first meeting on 

* See A/906, Seotion II (a) {ii). 
/26 'l.ley. 



' i. ... 

26 Mey •. Two ro~~esentatives ~-bated their opposition· to the; proposal of tlii 
representative of El Salvado~, wn1le others felt. that the question required 
further·consideration. It was decided to establish en ad. hoc Committee Of . . -~b--

the 'Whole, under the chairmanship of the representative o:E' !i:l Salvador, to . . 
study and report to the Commission within two weeks "·mather observer teams 
were authorized under the General Assembly resolution of 12 December 1948,· 

~ '- ' . - " . 
and what their functions and usefulness would be. No pu)ll:Loity. was to be· 
.given to the establishment of·the aa hoc committee or to its te~s of --reference. 

I 

17 ~ At the thirty-second meeting on 2 June, the Com:missicn adopted the: ·repor 
of the a.d. hoc Committee of the v1hole 011 the Question ·of O'bserver Teams ........ ~ 
(~ex 5), which expressed the view that "it would not be useful· at the 
present tim.e to continue the 'Oons:tder.ation of the que·stion". 
(1'11) B;y ... Election, Chenan, Chung Cheng, Namdo 
18. At the twenty-eighth mee.ting on· 23 May the Commission decided. to accept 

. . 
en invi te.tion from .the Minister of Foreign Affairs to visit Chenan on the 
occasion of a by:·election to be ·held ther'e on 10 June. This visit \Tould 
be for the purpose of general observation and no report would be made on 
the election. 

(b) Work of the Sub •Commi ttee s 
( i) Ad hoc Committee of the Whole 
19. The ad hoc Committee held one meeting on 31 May and adjourned sine die 

-~ ---
after adoption of its report (see II (a) (vi). above) o •· 

(11) Sub-Committee I. 
20. Sub-Committee I held· three hearings and two busl:ness meetings during 
the period. 

The fol~owing persons appeared before the Sub-Committee: 
~ Koo, Chairman, Korean Independence Party 

. KWON, Yun Ho, Protestant leader 
General LEE, Chun Chun, member of the National Assemb~ 

21. At the twenty-eighth meeting on-12 May, the Sub .Committee agreed on 
pe.rsons to be· heard and on pursuing possible· courses of· action 1.n contacting 
North Korea (see II (a.) ·(11-) above). 
22. The Sub-committse deferred a decision as to the dates of further visits 
to industrial centres. 
23. At the thirty-second -meeting on· 3 June, the Sub..Committee agreed that 
it had coppleted its formal he:arings end would recommend a press release to 
tha.t effect. It was further agreed that the Chairman would prepare the 
draft of a radio broadcast· to North Korea·, 

/24. The future ~rork 
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24. The future work of the .Sub-o~ttee was also disou.ased durins the 
meeting. 

III. · oTI:IER AOTI'VITms· RELATmG. reo TEE -vroRK OF ~1m OOM-1ISSION 
25· The Chairman of the ~o:mmias1~n, th~ re-presentative of Australia, eM. 
the alternate representative of. El Salvador: via;l.ted. Ko~eM.. arrtzy' ·in.stallat:tona 

~ . . ~ .. . .. 

along the · 38th parallel on 25 May .• 

/.MrNEX 1 
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COMPOS~ION OF TEE COMMISSION 
. ' 

BesolU:tion Adopted by the COlmDission at its twent1•eightb 
~tffig, 18 1tlall949 

•. • .d 

~hlt ,V!rl-~ Nations COJ!Ddss1Cil._on..Korea,· 
Q_onsidering the- imp<~.c---tance to its York of re:presentation. of all the 

States members· of the Commission, 
Consideripg that such colll:plete representation is ~ndispensable as 

--the -Oorr.mission enterE the most important staga of its deliberations, 
. . 

g.QnacioEi! of_ the important contribution made to the work of the 
Commission by the .. Syrian delegation, and. 

pntf.ng that Syria has not participated in the work of the Commission 
since the departure of the Syrian representative on 26 March and that his 
successor has not yet been des~ted1 

Beq~sts the Secretary-Genera~ at the United Nations to convey the ....... -= • 
present resolution of the Commission to the Government of Syria and to urge 
upon the latter the importance of appointing with the.sreatest possibl& 
dis:patch a representative to tbe United Nations Commission on Korea, and 
-further 

Be9.1~sts the Secretary-General of the United Nations to facilitate the 

arrival of such Syrian representative at the seat of the COli!DO.ssion in Seoul 

Korea, with all possible speed. 

* A/AC .. 2.6/21 
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CONTACT 'WITH NORTH KOBEA 
A:'4. 

. . I . 

ReJlort'' o~. Sub-Commi ~tee; I· adopted ~l the Commission 
. . . . ~t ·it._s tw~~ty-e{ghth meet1Es, 

18 May ·1949 ·· 

A/~S .. 
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T~.e following report of· Sub•C~ttee I has been adopted by the 
Commission:· 

Pendins the rece:l:pt 'Of a reply to the letter transmitted to 
North Korea; as approved by tP,e. qo~esi<?n at itS. twenty-first ~eting · 
on 18 Margh, the Sub-Committ~e ~ · ~~ue ·other possible courses _or 
action in contacting No~h Kor~~ 1 including the use of br?~~casting. 
facilities and alternative methods of transmitting a written 
comnnmication. 

Freas Release No. 17, 19 May ~949 

On 18 February 1949 the United Nations Commission on Korea sent 
.. . .. : . ... 

a telegram to the Secret~ry·JGeneral of the United Nations for transmission 
. to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics requesting that Govermnent to . . . 

lend its good offices for establishing contact between the Commission 
and North Korean personalities. No answer was received to that request. 
on.that occasion it was stated that this attempt was only one of the. 

·-endeavours lm.ide by the Commiesion. to establish contact· with the !forth. It· 

was unders~ood that the Commission would continue its efforts'. 
In this connection enquiries were made a~ to various possi~l~.ohannels 

of communicating with the North. At the tenth, twelfth and fourteenth 
meetings of .Sub-Committee I., the Secretariat of the Commission presented 

~ .Iii. ~ .. • ... • • • I , r- ., 

a report ~upon its ·technical enq~iries at varioua p~acee cbnc.erning 
~eeible liriks with North Korea. Th~ onlY practical. metlitid~ .ot {f.Qmmunication 
was ~por.te.d- :to· be- via ~hip from Hcins .FoilS ~o a ·North Korean pe>rt'. 

. ~ . ~ .. .. . . . . ' ~ '" 
In tlre'·light. of these considerations and !UPQn the reg•e~de;'t!,iqn. of 
Sub•Committee I., the Commission decided, at its twenty-first meeting . 
on 18 March ~949, to instruct the Principal Secretary 1 to dispatch a 
letter, over his signature, to General Kim .Il.-s\U)8~ .for,.tbe. purpose of 
effecting technical arrB.Dgements for the Commission, or members of the 
Commission, to visit North Korea. 

A member of th~.Secretariat left for H~ KQQS the same day to 

. * A/AC.26/22 
i.:• /carey the 



A/928 
:Page a 

carry the letter. The text of the le~tt?r sent to General Kim Il-sung is 
reproduced hereunder: 

"As you are aware, .the Un1:ted Nations Commission on Korea, 
established by the General Assembly of the United Nations under 
a resolution adopted on l2 Dece~ber 194~ (copy attached), has 
been desirous since its inception of makiilg contact.with the 
North. It gave expression to this de~ire in· a resolution 
adopted on 9 February 19~9 establishing two·sub·commdttees.* 
Havtng been.charged to lend its go~d offices in b~inging about 
the unification of Korea and to seek to facilitate the removal 
of barriers to economic, social and other friend.ly intercourse 
caused by the division of Korea, as well as to be available for 
observation and con~ltation in the further development of 
representative government based on the freely expressed will of 
:th'. Jle.O:t>~1 ~ to observ~ tba actue.l vithd,rawal or· the occupyiDS 
forces and ve!'ify the fact of withdrawal "1ben such has occurred, 
etc., the Commission felt that. it could not implement these 
instructions· without beiDg· in a position to inform itself of the· 
situation north of the 38th parallel. As a first step in the 
tmplementation ot the ·instructions received from the General 
Assembly, the ·COllliilission~ on 18 February 1949, through the 
Secretar,y~eneral of the. United Nations requested the Government 
of the USSR to lend its good offices for the establishment of 
the de aired contact. 

. . 
"In view of the lack of normal comnnmications, includirJg the 

im~ossibllity of getting tn touch with you directlY by mail o~ 
cable 1 I am chooaiilg rather reluctantly this way of a~proaching 
you with the request to facilitate such a visit. This visit 
should take place at the earliest possible de:te. The Conm:dssion 

.is ~armed that there are practical means at travel to North • 'Korea via ship from Hong Kong without undue delay. However, it 
feels that you might suggest .a more direct means of access. 

"For yo~ information, I am attaching a list of the Commission· 
with indications of·tbe membersh-ip of Sub-Committees I and II as well 
as a list of nameJ3 of the members of the Secretariat who might 
accom~· them. The latter are international officials who have 
inrorn their allegiance exclusively to th~ United .Nations and who 

\ 
I 

ere not allowed to accept a~ instructions from. their own or from 
azq other Gove:mment. · · 

uin view of the absence of normal means of communication 1 rcmr .~»11 U'1f .~ sent tbrough the seme channels as this letter 
is forWarded 1n its original; The necessary arraJJgements heve 
been :made 1n lloDg.KoiJg for any "message of yours to be transmitted 
to me without delay. I shall, however, be glad to receive any 
authentic reply from you in 81V other manner you m!ght prefer."~ 

* See· A/822, Amlex 1. 

/C.* 



~~r from th~ Mitl.teter o! Foreign Af_fairs of t,!t~ Bel>;ubl!,~ 

.2!..!~!l....:..~-~~.£~imb!......~~ th~_pbairman of the CO!£l!l_!Gsion, J~Jp. 

lienr~. Coatillies _.$[ 1 ... 1 I • 

Office of Foreign Affaire, Seoul 
19 May 1949 

There is c·onsiderable speculation over the recurrent reports that the 
United Nations Comaeion is plalming to nego·!iiate or confer with certain 
repl"esentativee of tbe Communist organj_zation in Northezo Korea rega:rdi%18 
the re-unification of Korea. In order to put this SJ?eculation to rest, 
this Government desires to know directly from you whetber or not such 
reports 'have ·a foundation in fact; and, if so, whether ·this plan has · 
nean officially approved by the ComMission. It will be nighly appreciated · 
by this Govel'Illllent if you may be so good as to enl~.ghten us on this 
question at the earliest convenient date, for the consequences from 
such a plan to open nego·tiations would be most serious. 

You will recall the first conversation held between some of 19Ur 
distinguished members and the Ministers of this Govermnent soon after your 
arrival in Seoul early this year. The question of the desirability of 
of yov~ dealing with the Korean Communist leaders of the north was brought 
up at that time. As you know 1 we made clear our feeling that many 

diaadvantagea and no advantages would result from ony such :plan. 
The fact is that we are fighting the Korean Communists for the very 

life and freedom of our country as an independent democrfltic State, which 
the Korean Communists are avowedly, deliberately and violently endeavouring 
to destroy. As we have said before, we had no Communist :problem in this 
country before the liberation, but the compromising policy of the Joint 
Commission encouraged and increased the Communis:t; agitators who infiltrated 

·from abroad. Under the handicap of these circumstances, the United States 
Gove~ent did everything it could to remove the dividing line bet1feen 
north and south through negot:i.ations over a period of two years, but 
the efforts were all in vain. 

tater, at the request of the United Nations Temporary CODL.'dssion on 
Korea we o~ned a way for the leaders of north and south together for a 

· Joint conference. The result was injurious to the cause o:f' freedom and 

* A/AC/25/23 
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democracy 1 succeeding only in ett•ensilihen1DS the Col1lt1l1ln1st :poai tion both 
north and south. We endured ali this to ~atisfy the desires of those 
who 'rare convinced they should e~periment with :the :possibil~ty of 

• ,·.,. 1'· ' 

winlrl.ng reasonable co-operation of the Communists. It has been our .ho:pe 
that there ·uould be an end to these attempts 1 since 1 t has been cleal"ly 
evidencea. that such experiments must. end in failure and disadvantage to 
the cause of representative democratic govel~ent in Korea. . . 

It is .~uite a surprise to us that you express a desire to deal with 
these ~eople once again, in spite of the demonst~ated failure of this . .. ~ . . .. 

e:~..:pet•iment., Co:nsequen·tly 1 we reD".ind you of tllis failtp.•e. It was 
. . . . \ - . . 

disappointing to us to hear the feeling expressed that the Ko1•ean 
G·Dvermnent '1·as not co .. operatirJS with the UnitedN~tion~ Commission. We 
regret exceedingly if we have appea~ed unable to co·operate in a manner , 
wholly to your satisfaction. We are fully aware of the role of the 
United Nations in the re-establishment of Korean sovereignty and we 
intend to co~o~erate in t~e ·fUlfilment of the United Netione' 
responsibilities in. the p~obloms of re~unifying our country and making 
possible the extension of representative democratic goyernmant i:nto_the 
area from ~.rhich the United Nations Commission haa tpus fal" been excluded, 
We are certain that you gentleman 't'lOU~d F.LOt \deh us to condone any 
experiment that enciatigers the very life of our nation by exposing it to 
the same dangers we are Jointly trying to overcome. 

This Government would appreciate an explicit statement fr~ you ~s 
to just what you would hope. to accomplish by such nego~iatiqns. If you 
tell us holT Northern and Southera.Korea might be unitad as. a result of a . . . 
meeting With the Soviet puppets in the north, w~ l~ould examine such a 

. . 
proposal closely. vli thout knowing whe.t. methods. you intend to pursue, or 
to what ends they might lead: our sincere efforts toward 90-operation are 
rendered more difficult. 

A.s we have said before, it is not the Koreans in the no::ath who fll"e 
preveD-.ting reunion of Northern and Southel-n Korea; it is their Soviet 
ovel•lords \Those orders they obey. These are the real authorities with 

whom you must deal. We are sure that our position in t~is matter ldll . . 
be understood by the representatives of all :free nations1 represen"lie~ 

both on the Commission e..11d in the General Assembly ·of th~ United Nations, 
many of whom are themselves confronted 'trtith this same problem of 
survival against Communist aggression. v1e are confident that you ~dll .. 
have no disposition to proceed with any plans that would harm our cause 
rather than helping 1t. 

(Signed) :Ben c. LIMB . 1 

Minister of .Fo~~ 
:Affairs 

/Jutr.:EX._3. 



PERSONS TO BE HiWID 

~~~!l..%:-.§::P:..CL~t·tee :c_ldC?R,ted bz t1.:.~ COJl1J,!is~~ at 
! ts tl:.i:t""cie:th ueet.ins, · F3 1'&_!2!!:2. 

':1le follo-:dng rapo~t of Sub-Committee .. I has been adopted by the 
CCAt'"l!Ai s s 1 Oil: 

The Sub-Cormittae to he&r t.ne follo"n"ing persons at an ea1•ly date: 
~ 

I::IM, K0o, Chair.lla."?., ICorean "!11depende.nce Party 
KW~i, ~~un !lo"J P~otestant :i.ea\.\er 
A ret:.:rese:lta:b~ve of t.'hc D3moora;~ic Natio:'.'lalist Pa"::'"l.Y (to te selected) fi 

--·--
* A/AC .26/26. 
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~"EX 4* 

WITKDRAWAL OF OCCUPATION FORCES 

·~.o~.u~,ion adORtadJ'l ~e O~a~.iqn at i~ 
~i.r~~i~~h ~e!l~&M1 • ~~. M!,z .124.2 

The. United Nations Oomm:Lasion on Korea, 
Havi!!fi in ~ tb.& povieions of' seotion 3 at • resoltl.tion of the· · 

General Assembly of 12 Deoen\b~ l$4a, reocxrmending to the occupying Powe1•s 
to _withdraw their oooupation :f~·• :ha ~oe. aa earl$ ~s practicable, 

Mindful of the fact that tAis 0(8d•atem. has not as yet been able to 
observe the actual w1 thd.ra'Wal of the tJSSli occupation force from its zone ae 
a;nnotinoed to the world by radio :rraa Moeoow and Pyongy-ang and by the USSR 
delegation in tne General Ase~b~, 

Conside~~ng that said section } of the resolution of the General Ass~b~ 
contemplates the withdrawal by both Powers Of their occupation forces frOlll 

Korea and thus bring about the unification of Korea as a natural sequel of 
the abandonment of the 38th parallel by the occupation forces, and 

Considerin_a that the problem of the inde'[)endan.oe of Korea has been a 
problem of the United Nations since 19471 '\Vhen the Uni tad States referred this 
international question to the United Nations, 

Resolves that, while this problem :remains a problem of the United Nations1 
1 t is the opinion of this Cananission that under the General Assembly 
resoluti9n of 12 December 1948 this Commission assumes no responsibilit.y 
regal-ding either tr,e timing or the faoili tating of the wi thd.rawal of the 
forces of the occupying Pow~rs. 

* A/AO .26/25. 
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QUESTION OF OBSERVER TEAMS 

Report of the ad hoc Conun:f.t·tee of the Whole 
.... l .............. ~ ____. .... 

.1\f''J'H.S 
Pase 13 

The ad hoc Committee of the Whole on the question of observer teams, ---
which was established by the Commission at its thirty-first meeting on 
26 May 19~·9, met on 31 May to study the functions and. usefulness of 
observer te~s an4 the question of the Commission7s authority to establish 
them. 

After discussion, the ComiJli ttee decided to ad.journ sine die and to --report to the Commiss:J.on the.t in the vi.ew of the Connni ttee it would not be 
usef~ at the present time to continue the consideration of the question 
for the study of which it had been crea·ted ~ 

----· 

* A/P.JJ .26/sc .3/2. 




