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Note by the Secretary-Genmeral: The Secretary-General has the honour tc
comunicate to the Members of the General Assembly, in accordance with- -
. the provisions of paragraph 5 (f) of Genmsral Assembly resolution 195 (III)
of 12 December 1948, the sixth infoxrmation report of the United. Nations:
Commission on Kores,.

‘ Seoul, 10 June 1949
I.  ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMISSION
II. MAIN ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSION AND ITS SUB-COMMITIEES
III. OTHER ACTIVITIES RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION

T. .ORGANIZATTON OF THE COMMISSION

(a) Meetings of the Commission and Sub-Co'mmittees.
1. During the three-week period covered by this report, the Commission
held five plenary meetings (twenty-eighth through thirty-second). An
ad hoc Committee of the Whole on the Question of Observer Teams met once. .
Sub-Commi¥tee I held five meetings (twenty-eighth through thirty-second)., .
including three hearings. No meetings of Sub-Commttae II were held d.uring
this period. ‘

(b) Office of the Chairman
2. The representative of France , Mr. Henri Costilhes, continued as
Chairmen of the Commission.
(¢) Membership of the Commission

3» The representative of- the Fhilippines, Mr. Rufino Luna, returned. to
Secul from the Philippines on 16 May.

II. MAIN ACTIVITIES-OF THE COl\dMISSIOI\T AND ITS SUB-COMMITTEES

(a) Plenary Meetings of - the .Commission

(1) Composition of the Commission - ‘
L. At the twenty ~eighth meeting on 18 May the Commission adopted 8

resolution urging on the Govermment of Syria the importance of appc;inting'a
“—-“ ‘
* Pirst issued at- Seoul es AfAC.26/28,.

#* For the last report see A/906,
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representa.ﬁve to the United Na‘cions Comnission on Koree and requesting the
| 'Secretary-General to facilitate his arrival at Seoul’ (Annex 1.

(11) Report of Sub-Committee I: Persons to be heard and contact with

North Korea |

5. At the twenty -eighth meeting on 18 May, the Commission approved the
second part of a report of Sub-Committee I , stating that pending the receipt
of a reply to the letter trensmitted to North Korea, the Sub-Committee wouljy
pursue other possible courses of action in contacting North Korea (Annex 2, A)
6. - It deferred action on the first part of the report, recommending inter
alia a heering of Kim Koo, Chairman of the Korean Independence Party. This
pert of the report was approved at the thirtieth meeting on 23 May after A
the Commission had been informed by its Chairmah_of his impressions Jc'egazc-din‘zgf
possible reperéuséions of the hearing, with one additlon to the lisﬁ of |
persons to be heard (Annex 3). |
(1i1) Publicity concerning letter to North Korea

T. At the twenty~-eighth and twenty-ninth meetings the COnnnission considersl
what steps were to be taken in view of recently published press conments end
specula.tions occasioned by the trip maeds by a member of the Secretariat to
- Hong Kong.* It had given rise to incorrect inLerpreta'bion of the purpose

- of the trip, vhich in turn had provoked scme concern in the minds of members
of the Covermment of the Republic of Korea; _

8. Some members of the Commission felt that the release of the text of the
letter to Generel Kim Il Sung, along vith a statement of the circumstances
of its dispatch, would ¢larify the position of the Commission and put an
- end to erroneocus interpretation. Other members favoured 'bhe release of a
~ summary of the letter rather than its full text, as the Commission had not }
yet received an acknowledgement of its recelpt At the twenty ~ninth |
meeting on 19 May the Commission declded, in order to avoid any further }
misinterpretation, %o issue a press release contalning a statement of the
 menner in which the letter had been transmitted, as well as its full text.
 (Annex 2, B).

(iv) Letter from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea

ko the Chairman of the Commission ' ’ 4

9. At the thirty-first meeting on 26 May the Commission agreed on the
- contents of a cammunication to be addressed by the Chairman to the Minister
of Foreign Affairs in reply to his letter (Ammex 2, C).

"W

% See Af90k, Section II (a) (i).

~/10. In his
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.10, In his communication tHé Ghalvman informed the Minister of Forelgn
pffairs that in the opinion of the Commission the question which had prompted
the dispatch of his letter had been answered in Press Release No. 17 (see
annex 2, B). He essured the Minister thet the Commission hed always highly
appreclated the help and cooper'a,tion, and kept in mind the status, of the

government of the Republic of Korea. ' |
(v) Troop withdrawal |
-~ 11. At the twentyeninth ,me‘eting on 19 May the representative of the
vPhilippines introduced a draft resolution to the effect thet as long as the |
commission is unable to observe the withdrawel of USSR occupation forces,
and vhile the problem of troop withdrawals remains "a problem of the United
Nations, the United States may not withdraw unilaterslly its troops in
- Soutk Korea without previous consultation with the General Assembly or its
Interim Committee", In the discuasions vwhich followed, the question was ,
reised whether under General Asesmbly resolution 195 (III) of 12 December 1948
the Commission had to assume any respmelbility for either the timing or |
the facilitating of the withdrawal af troops, and both positive and negative
views found expression. ‘o |
12, The debate was continued at the thirtleth meeting on 23 May, when the
representative of the Philippines presented as a compromise an amended draft
resolution expressing the opinion that the Commission assumed no
responsibility regarding the timing or the facilitating of the withdrawal
of forces of occupying Powers.
13. The resolution vas adopted with some changés (Ammex U4) by three votes
to one, with two abstentions. Members vho sbstained felt that there was no
need for such a resolution, while the dissenting member did not agree that
the Commission could be absolved of all responsibility in the matter of
vithirawal or non-withdraval of troops. :
14. The question of troop withdrawal was again discussed at the thirty-
gecond meeting on 2 Juns, in comnection with unofficial reports of
vithdrawals of United States forces. It was agreed that a meeting between
the Comission and the Ambassador of the United States would be desirable,

in vhich practical aspects of the Commission's observation duties could be
discussed.

153. One such practical question, that of the need for military experts, amd
~of their nationelity, was also discussed at the twenty-second meeting, but

1o decision was reached.

(vi) Observer tesms

16. Discussion of jbhis question® was resumed at the thirty-first meeting on

S ——

¥ See /906, Section IT (a) (ii).

/26 May.
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26 May.. Two .ré@i'esentatives stated thelr opposition to the’ proposel of ﬁﬁ;’:
' répresentatwe of El Salvedor, while others felt. that the question réquired
further consideration. It was decided to estsblish an ad. hoo Committee of
the Whole, under the chaimanship of the representative of I S‘s.lvad.ox" y to
study and report to the Commission within two weeks vhether observer teéems
were authorized under the Genesral Assembly resolution of 12 December 1948,
end vhet their functions and usefulness would be. No publicity was to be
-glven to the establishment of ‘the ad hoc Committee or to 1'b's torms of
reference. ' | ' ’

17. At the thirty-second meeting on 2 June, the Conmissicn adopted the repy
~ of the ad hoc Cammittee of the Whole on the Question of Observer Teams
(Annex 5), vwhich expressed the view that "it would not Dbe useful at the
present time to continue the consideration of the que stion

(vi1) By-Election, Chenan, Chung Cheng. Namdo

18, At the twenty-eighth meeting on' 23 May the Commission decided to accept
en invitation from the Mirilster of Forelgn Affairs to visit Chenan on the
ocoasion of a by=election to be held there on 10 June. This visit would
be for the purpose of general chservation and no report .would. be mede on
the election. , -

: (b) Work of the Sub-Committees
(1) Ad hoc Cormittee of the Whole
19. The ad hoc Committee held one meeting on 31 May and ad..journed sine die
after adoption of its report (see II (a) (vi) above), ‘
(11) Sub-Committes I .
20. Sub-Committee I held three hearings and two business meetings during
the period.

The following persons appeared before the Sub-~Committee:

KIM Koo, Chairmen, Korean Independence Party

. KWON, ¥Yun Ho, Protestant leader

General LEE, Chun Chun, member of the National Assembly
2l. AY the twenty-eighth meeting on.12 May, the Sub-Committee agreed on
persons to be heard and on pursuing possible courses of action in contacting
North Korea (see IT (a) (ii) above). ' | :
22, The Sub-Committee deferred a decision as to the dates of further visils
to industrial centres. ' ' A
23. At the thirty-second meeting on 3 June, the Sub-Committee agreed that
it had coppleted its formal hearings and would recommend a préss release 10 |
- that effect. It wes further agreed that the Chairmen would prepare the

draft of a radio broadcast to North Korea, ’ ' |

/24. The future work
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o, The future work of the Sub-Committee was also discussed d.uring 'bhe
meeting. ‘ :

| III. OTHER ACTIVI‘I‘ES RELATING . TO THE WORK (F TEE OOWIISSION

25. The Chalrman of the COmmission, the representative of Australia, and

the alternate represen’cative of. El Sa.lve.d.or visited. Korean 8Ty installa‘bione |
along the 38th parallel on 25 May . |

JAWEX 1
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ANNEX 1*

COMPOSITION OF THE COMMISSION
Resolution Adopted by the Commission st its twenty-eighth
meoting, 18 Mey 1949

The Pnifod Naticns Commission on Korea, |
Ccnaldering the Impoirtance to 1te work of representation of all the

States members of the Commission,
Congidering that such complete representation is indispensable as

——the Cormission snters the most Important stage of its deliberations,
Gonscious of the important contribution made to the work of the
Commiseicn by the.Syrian delegetion, 2nd
Noting that Syrie has not participated in the work of the Commission
gince the departure of the Syrien vepresentative on 26 March and that his

successor has not yet been designated,
Requgysts the Secretary-Genersal of the United Nations to convey the

present resolution of the Commission to the Govermment of Syria and to urge
upon the latter the importance of appointing with the greatest possible
dispatch a representative to the United Netions Commission on Korea, and
further V '

- Reguests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to facilitate the
arrival of such Syrian representative at the seat of the Commission in Seoul

Korea, with all possible speed.

* A/AC.26/21

JANREX 2
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CONTACT WITH NORTH KOREA
At,ﬂg .

Report of Sub-Committee I adcnpted_;gr +the Commission
at 1te twsntl-eighth meeting ,
18 May 1914-9

The Following report of Sub-Committee I has been adopted by the
Commission.

Pending the receipt of a reply to the letter transmitted to
North Korea, as ap:prove& by the Commission at its twenty-first meeting
on 18 March, the Sub-Connnittee to’ pursue “other possible courses of
action in contacting North Korea, including the use of broadcasting
facilities and alternative methods of tranemitting a written
connnunication.

B.

Press Release No, 17, 19 May 1949

On 18 Fe‘bruary 1949 the United Nations Commission on Korea sent
a telegram to the Secretary AGeneral of the United Nations for transmission
o the Union of Soviet Socialist Republice requesting theit Government to
lend 1ts good offices for esteblishing contact between the Commission
end North Korean personalities. No answer was received to that request.
~ On that occasion it was stated that this attempt was only one of the ..

' .endeavours made by the Commimsion. to establish contact with the North. It
vas understood that the Commission would continue its efforts.

In this conpection enquiries wers made as to various possib.lé, channels
of commnicating with the North. At the tenth, twelfth and fourteenth
meetings of Sub-Committee I., the Secretariat of the Cemmssion presented
] report. upon its technical enguiries at various places cbncermng
possible links with North Korea. The only practical method of ¢ommunication
vag reported to be via ship from Hong Kong to a North Koreen port.

In the light . of these considerations end «upsn the recommendation of
Sub-Committes I., the Commission decided, at its twenty-first meeting .
~ on 18 March 1949, to inmstruct the Principal Secretary, to dispatch a
letter, over his signature, to Generel Kim Il-sung; .,fozj-:bhe. purpose of
effecting technical arrangements for the Commission, or members of the
- Commission, to visit North Korea. '

A member of the Secretariat left for Bong Kong the seme day to
% Afac.26/22
“ [carry the
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carry the letter. The text of the léiter gent to Gensral Kim Il-sung is
reproduced. hereunder:

"As you are awere, the United. Nations Comission on Korea,
established by the Generasl Assembly of the United Netions under
a resolution adopted on 12 December 194§ (copy attached), has
been desirous since its inception of making contact. with the
North. It gave expression to this desire in a resolution
adopted on 9 February 1949 establishing two sub-committees.*
Having been cherged to lend its good offices in dringing about
the unification of Korea end to seek to facilitate the remcval
of barriers to economic, soclial and other friendly intercourse
c¢aused by the division of Korea, es well as to be available for
observation and consultation in the further development of
representative government based on the freely expressed will of
the people, epd to cbaexrve the actusl withdrawal of the occupying
forces and verify the fact of withdrevel vhen such hes occurred,
etc., the Commission felt that it could not implement these
instructions without being in a position to inform itself of the -
situation north of the 38th perallel. As a first step in the
implementation of the instructions received from the General
Assembly, the -Commissiong on 18 February 1949, through the
Secretary-General of the United Nations requested the Governmment
of the USSR to lend its good offices for the esteblishment of
the desired contact.

"In view of the lack of mormal communications, including the
impossibility of getting in touch with you directly by maeil or
cable, I am choosing rather reluctantly this way of aepproaching
Jou with the request to facilitate such a visit, This vieit
should teke place at the earliest possible date. The Commission
.is Informed that there are practical meens of travel to North
Korea vie ship from Hong Kong without undue delay. However s 1t
feels that you might suggest e more direct meens of access.

"For your information, I am attaching a 1ist of the Commission
- with indications of - the membership of Sub-Commitiees I and II as well
as a list of names of the membvers of the Secretariat who might
accompany’ them, The latter are international officiels who have
&worn their ellegience exclusively to the United Nations end who '
are not allowed to accept eny instructions from‘ their own or from
- any other Government.

"In view of the sbsence of normal meens of communication,
Four Toply msy be sent through the same chamnels as this letter
is forwerded In its originsl. The necessary arrangements heve
been made in Hong Kong for any message of yours to be transmitted
to me without delay. I shell, however, be glad to receive any
authentic reply from you in any other menner you might prefer.”

* See Af822, Annex 1.
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Letter from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Forea, Mr, B. C. Limb, to the Chairman of the Commiseion, Mr.
' : Fenri Costilhes

Office of Foreigu Affairs, Seou]
19 May 1949

There is coneiderable speculation over the recurrent reports that the
United Nations Comuission is planning to negotiate }or confer with certain
representatives of the Communist orgenization in Norther Koresa regarding
the re-unification of Korea. In order to put this speculation to rest,
this Government desires to know directly from you whether ,oz.; not such
reports ‘have a foundation in fact; and, if so, whether this plan has -
heen officielly approved by the Commission. It will be highly appreciated °
by this Government 1f you may be so good as to enlighten us on this
question at the earliest convenlent date, for the consequences from
" such a plan to open negobtiations would be most serious. '

You will recall the first conversation held between some of Your
distinguished members and the Ministers of thils Government soon aftér your
arrival in Seoul early this year. The question of the desirability of
of your dealing with the Korear Commnist leaders of the north was brought
up et that time. As you know, we made clear our feeling that many
dicadvanteges and no advanteges would result from any such plan.

The fact is that we are fighting the Korean Conmm:lsts for the very
1life and freedom of our country es an independent democrstic State, which
the Korean Communists are avowedly, deliberately end violently endeavouring
to destroy. As we have sald before, we had no Communist problem in this
country before the Iiberation, but $he compromising policy of the Joint
Commission encouragéd and increased the Communist sgitetors who infiltrated
‘from abroad, Under the handicep of these clrcumstances, the United States
 Government did everything 1t could to remove the dividing line belween
north and south through negotiations over a period of two years, but
the efforts were all in vain.

‘Later, at the request of the United Nations Temporary Comxzission on
Korea we opened a way for the leaders of north and south togethert for a
- Joint conference., The result was 1nJui'ious to the cause of freedom and

* Afac/e5 /23

/democracy,
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democracy, succeeding only in strengthening the Communist position both
north and south. We endured all this to satisfy the desires of those
vho were convinced they should axperiment With ‘bhe possibility of .
winnlng reasonable co-oper ation of the Connnunisi.-s. It has been our hope
that there vould be an end %o these attempts, since it has been clearly
evidenced that such experiments must end in failure and disadvantage to
the cause of representative democratic government in Korea.

_ It is .quite a surprisée to us thet you expregs a desire to deal with
these people once again, in spite 6; ‘the demcmst:"ated failure of this
experiment, sec_u.enuly s ¥e remind you of this fallv“e. It was
dlsappointing to us to hear the feeling expressed that the Korean _
{tovernment was not co-operatirg with thg United Nations Commission, We
regret exceedingly if we have appeaied vnable to co-operate in a mammer |

 whelly to your satisfaction. We ere fully aware of the role of the
United Nations in the re-esteblishment of Korean soverelgnty and we
intend to co-operate in the fulfilment of the United Nations!
responsibilities in the problems of re-unifying our country and making
possible the extension of representative democratic goveM°nt into the
area from which the United Nations Commission has thus far been e?.c...uded
We are certain that you gentlemen would not wieh us- to condone any '
exper:lment that endange.cs the very life of owr nation by exposing 1t to
the same dangers we are Jointly irying to overcome.

Thils Government would apnréciaté an explicit statement frem you as
to Just what you would hope to accom;ol* sh by such nego"iatlons. If you
tell us how Northera and Southera Korea might be united as. a result of a
meeting with the Soviet puppets in the north, we would examine such a
proposal clossly. Without knowing vwhet methods ",'7'011 intend to pursue, or
to what ends they might 'iead, our sincere éffofts towarad co-operation are
rendeved more difficult. o . |
| As ve have said before, it 1s not the Koresns in the morth who ere
yreverting reunion of Northern end Southern Kores; it is their Soviet
overlords whose orders they obey. These are the real authorities with
Fhom you must deel. We ere sure that our position in this matter will

~ be underétood by th’é representatives of all free nations, represented
both on the Commission end in the Genersl Assembly of the United Netions,
many of whom are themselves confronted with this same rroblem of
survival sgainst Commwmnist aggreseion. We are confident thet you will
have no disposition to proceed with eny plans that would herm our ceuse
rather than helping it.

(Signed) Ben C. LIVB
- Minister of Forel

Affairs
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ANJEX 3%
PERSONS TO BE HEARD -

Panors of Subs~Camaittee I adopted by the Comission at

8 thirtieth neeting, 23 Mey 1949

"he following report of Sub~Committes.T hese been ad.ppted. by the
Cotssicn:

- e Sub-Cormittee to hear tae followlng persons at an eariy da:be:r
IOIM, Koo, Chairaan, Korean Independence Party
KWON, Yun Ko, Protestant ieader

A represeltabtive of the Dsmosrabic Nationalist Party (to te selected).

S ———" ¢ 2 wo—

* AfAC.26/26.
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ATOEX b
WITHDRAWAL, OF OCCUPATION FOROES

Resolution adopted by the Ocmmission at its
thirtieth meeting, 23 Mey 1239

- The United Nations Commission on_Korea,

Faving in mind the provisions of section 3 of e resolution of the
General Assembly of 12 December S48, recemmending to the occupying Powers
to withdraw their ocoupation fopnes fyom Forse as early as practicable,

Mindful of the fact that this Commigeion has not as yet been able to
observe the actual withdrawal of the USSR occcupation force from its zone as
snnounced to the world by redic from Moseow end Pyongysng and by the USSR
delegation :'Ln the General Assembly, ‘

Considering that sald section 3 of the resolutlion of the General Ass’embly
contemplates the withdrawal by both Powers of their oodupation forces frm
Korea and thus bring ebout the unificatlon of Korea as a natural sequel of
the abandonment of the 38th parallel by the occupation forces, and

Considering that the problem of the independence of Korea has been a
problem of the United Nations since 1947, when the United States referred this
| intérnational question to the United Nations, ‘

Resolves tha:b while this problem remains e problem of ‘the United Nations,
it 1s the opinion of this Commission that under the General Assembly
resolution of 12 December 1048 this Commission assumes no responsibility
regarding either the timing or the facilitating of the withdvewsl of the
foreces of the occupying Powers,

* AfAC.26/25,

[ENNEX 5
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ANNEX 5%
QUESTION OF OBSERVER TEAMS

Report of the ad hoc Committee of the Whole

The ad hoc Commitiee of the Whole on the question of observer teams,
which was established by the Cormmission at its thirty-first meeting on
o6 May 1949, met on 31 May to study the functions and usefulness of |
observer teams and the question of the Commission?s authority to establish
them. . '

- ~ After discussion, the Comaittee declded to adjourn sine die and to
report to the Commission that in the view of the Committee 1t would not be
useful at the present time to continue the consideration of the question
for the study of which it had been created.

e ——

* 4/1c.26/s0.3/2.





