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1. In accordance with instructions glven by the Genéral Agsembly at its
22lth plenary meeting, the Fifth Committee, at its 206th meeting held on

21 October 1949, considered a progress report (A4/1009) on the financing,
Planning and construction of the permanent Headquarters of the Unitei Nations
submitted by the Secretary-General pursuant to varagranh 4 of resolution
2h2 (ITI) adopbted by the General Assembly on 18 November 1948,

2. In this report the Secretary-General, after reviewing the progress
made during the preceding twelve months, informed the Ceneral Assembly

that all phases of the permanent headquarters gquestion had been fully
discussed with the Headquarters Advisory Committee which had held four
meetings in the course of the year for this purpose. The Secretary-General
expressed his sincere thanks for the wise edvice and steadfast assistance
given by the Committee and his hope that its help would continue to be
available in the fubure. '

3. In the course of the discussion of the Secretary-General's report, a
number of representatives expressed the hope that it would be possible to
place certain contracts, in comnexion with the construction and equipment

of the Headquarters, ih soft currency countriesg in order that the $65,000,000
provided for this purpose might be used to the best possible alvantage.

" The opinion was expressed that the Secretary-General should not be content
merely with notifying chambers of commerce, consulates, and commercial
represpntatives of Member countries, located in New York, of the anticipated
- needs of The United Nationg for'equipment, furnishings, etc.,, for the new
Headquarters, but should teke the initiative of advertising for bide in

_the newspapers of Member counbries in the same manner as was afopted at the

time of the construction of the Palaig des Nations at Geneva. Ifforts along
such lines would, it was believed, obviate a great deal of subsequent
criticism and would give to the peoples and the Governments of Member States
a more active sense of participation in a common project. Members of the
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Fifth Committee were assured on behall of the Secretary-General Ehat all
Dossible steps will be taken to give effect to such suggestions.

b, In response to an enquiry from o member of the Committee, an assurance
was given that the Headquarters could be constructed, accérding to the

plans adopted, within the sum of $65,000,000 loaned by the Govermment of

the United States for this purrose. Replying to a question with respect

to the conversion of the Manhattan Building into a library, the Director

of the Planning Office stated tha , in his opinion, it would be Aifficult to
transform that builiing into an ideal library within the limits of_the

funds available. If the amount set agside for the purpose was not gufficient,
however, an extra sum might be made available by economizing in other
directions. ]

5. With regard to control of expenditure from the loan the Committee was
informed by the Assistant Secretary-General in chérée of Administrative

and Financial Services that the aivice of the Chairmen of the Board of
Auditors had been consistently folloWei, that the accounts as of 31 December
1948 had been inspected by the aviitors, and that a report on the expenditure
incurred had been submitted to the Advisory Committee on Administrative hslds
Buldgetary Questions on 22 September 1949. The Chairman of the Advisory
Comm;ttee recalled the discussion held in the Fifth Committee during the
third session of the General Assembly on the guestion of finencial
supervision. It had been pointed out that the regolution before the
Committee subsequentiy adopted by the General Assembly as resolﬁtion 2h2 (III),
woull in no way modify the pGWers of the Advigory Committee on AMministrative
and Budgetary Questions. It was the Secretary-General who was entirely
responsible for expenditures from the loen; the Advisory Committee had 1o
financial responsibility in this matter. The 3ecretary-General had reported
on the state of the work to the Aivisory Committee\in September 1949 and

that Committee had, on that occasion, drawn attention to the Llimits of its
terms of reference.

6. Concern was expressed by some jelegations regarding the legal aspechs of
problems arising out of the construction of the new Heaiquarters, including
in particular the status of the Convention on Privileges and Immunities and
the question of the recognition by the United States authorities of the

validity of the United Nations laissez-nasser. It wag the view of the other

members, however, thabt this matter did not fall within the competence of the
Fifth Committee but was one which would be more appropriately raised in the
Sixth Committee in connexion with thé items on 1its apenda relating vo
»rivileges and immunities. The Fifth Committee rejected, by 18 votes to 6

/with 16 abstentions,
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with 16‘abstentions, a oroposal that the Chairman of the Fifth Committee
should consult with the Chairmen of the Sixth Conmittee regarding these
legal questions.
1. Several delegations expressed the view that the report presented by the
Secretary~General 4id not contain sufficiently detéiled{informatioﬂ to
enable the Fifth Committee to reach definite conclusions which it could
usefully transmit to the General Assembly concerning the progress of the
construction of the Headquarters. Reference was made tc a nﬁmber of major
changes which had been made in the original plans, although in this connexion
it was stated by the representative of the Secretary-General that‘any such
changes had been decided upon only after consultation with the Headquarters
Alvisory Committee and that they had in no way modified the decisions
vreviously reached by the General Assembly. It was the consensug of opinion,
hovever, that it would be desirable for a more complete and detailed report
to be preparel for consideration by the General Assembly at its next session.
8. ATter concluling its discussion of the Secretary-General's report, the
Fifth Committee decided by 34 votes to none, with 6 abstentions, to recommend
to the General Assembly the/aioption of the following resolution:

| HEADQUARTERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS3

The General Assembly

1. Takes note of the Secretary-General's report on the Headquariers
of the United Nations (4/1009);

2. Decideg that the Heaiquarﬁers Advisory Committee, established
by General Assembly vesolubtion 182 (II) of 20 November 1947, shall be
contingei with the existimg4m¢mbership;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the fifth regular -
session of the General Asgembly on the progress of the construction
of Headquarters;

4,  Draws the Secretary-General's attention to the observations
and suggestions made by the representatives of Member Statesg during
the discussion of the Secretary-General's report on the United Nations

Headquarters at the fourth regular session of the Generzl Lgsembly.,





