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1. J?tll'suant to resolut~on 59 (I) of the Gene:tal ASSeiP.bly and resolut.1M 

74 {V) cf the Eccncm.c and. Soe,a.l Co\U+eil, th.e United llat:Lcns Contel?etJ.ce on 

Freedom of Informatiou 1-ras held at Geneva from 23 Mal"Ch to 21 Apl"il 1948. 

The Final Act of the Coni'erence ie con:te.ined in E/COIW't.6/79~~. 

2. Resoluti~n No. 9 of the Final Aot of tho Conference reads: . . 

*'Consiq&ti!J.tl that the United Nations, in accordance \dth the aims .. 
and purposes of its Charter 1 should be prepared to grar.1t all the necessa:J:'y 
facilities f.ol~ enabling tr.edia of inf'ormatj.on to function with full fre~don.f. 
and responsibility in following the course of its i·tork and that of 
Conferences called by it and its specialized agencies, 

The United N'a.tions Conference on Freedom of InfOl"'mation 
· ~· -.. •·•+-'.V'•wo~v ., .... ..,. • ...,.....,_.,.. .............. ...,_.. 

gecomme~ that the United Nations General·Assembly adopt a 
.resolution urging that accredited ne't-TS personnel of all countries 
should have free access: 

(a) To countries 1-rhere meetings of' the Un1.ted Natio:n:s or its 
specialized agencies or any Conferences convened by them take place, 
in accordance vrith the terms and conditions of agreements made by 
the United Nations or its specialized agencies '\vith the Governments 
of such countries; and · 

(b) To all sources of information connected 1·rith such meeti.fl.gs 
except in cases vTh.ere, in accordance "t.rith the rules o;t' procedure, 
meetings a~e held in private." · .:-

3- At its seventh se~sion1 the Economic and Social Council, by resolution 

152 (VII), transmitted,· inter \alia, this resolution to the General AssembJ.y. 

4. Dt~ing th~ second part of the third regular session of the General 

Assembly the Third Committee, at its 225·th meeting, considered this resolution., 

At ita 2llth plenary meeting on 13 May 19491 the General Aseemb:cy adopted 

re~olu.tion 277 (II~) B1 .under the terms of vThich resolution lio. 9 was l--&ferred 

~0 tne Economic and Social Council for appropriate action$ at the Council•s 
~iacretion. 
l . 



5:.. Dul;iing :i.ts ninth sees ion (July .. A\i@st -~949) the Economic', and Social 
. . .. . " . '\.,; . . '. . ' --~~· . 

·OQUDCil ~ei'el"red the item· to its Socia.i Uohmiittee' which considered the . ' . - - . . . ~ 

. ' ' 

resolution e.:t its 88th and 89th meetingaci The Connnittee had before it 

doetuneri'bs E/1352 and E/1352/Corr.l, which \-rere prepared by the Secretary­

General ~d contained relevant extracts from agreements between the United 

Nations and Gover1.1ments and specialized agencies and Governments. At it·s 

302nd 'PleXJary meeting the Council decided as follows:. 

"The Economic: and Social Cmmcil, _." ...... _, ·-· .........,.......,..........,;..,;.;.o....._--..;,.o...;;.........,. 
"!;Ia;viPS co_wj.dered resolution No. 9 adopted by. the United Natio:r..s 

Conference on :&"reedom of Information* 1 

"Recomm.e~ the.followiPf; araft resolution for the consideration 

of the General Assembly: 

"The Gen~1_l.~!!,lbl'l1 
"Consideri:gg that the United Nations, in accordance \vith the a:[ 

and purposes of. ~ts Charter, shoU.ld be prepe~ed to grant all the 

necessary tacilities for e1¥1bli1~ media of information to function . . 
with full fre·edom and r~.sponsibility in f'ollmti:ng the course of itfJ l·· 

work and that of' conferences called by. it and its specialized 

agencies, · · '1 
. 1 

"Urses all States Members of the United Nations to grant new·s 

personnel of all countries vrho have been accredited to the United 

Nations or s11ecialized agenctes 1 as the case may be1 free a.... " 

u(a) To countries ·where meetings of the United ·Nations or .~ 

Sll6Cialize~ agencies or any conferences convened by them take p.la.Oej .. ~· .. :~ 
fOl' the purpose of' coveri~ such meetings, in accordance· with the : 

terms and conditions of agreements made by the United Nations or · 

its specia~i2.ed ag.enc:ies with the Goverments of such countries, or,·•l:.· 
in the absence of such an agreement, on te.l"ms and conditions s-imilar 

those contained in agreements made by the Unite~ Nations o~ its · 

specialized agencies with other Member States; and 
' 

"(b) To all public information. sources and services of the·· 

United Nations and the specialized agencies end to all meetings· and 

corJ.ferences o;t" the United I~ations or of the spec1.alized agencies 

which are· OJten to the Press, equally and without discrimination.'' 

., ...... 

· * ' See iJ7coNE .6 (79 (Final Act of the Unite'a N'~ti~ Conference on Freedom 
· ot' ~Iriformationh ,. · 




