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TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Note by the Secretayy-General

1. FPursuant to resolution 5¢ () of the General Ass@mbly and resolutinm |
74 {¥) ¢f the Eccucmic and Scelal Councll, ‘the United Naticns Ccnferefice o
Treedom of Information was held at Genevae frow 23 March to 21 April 1948,
The Final Act of the Conference ig confained in E/COIF .6/79«

2 Résolutiori No. 9 of the Final Aot‘oi‘ the Conference reads: |

"Qonsidering that the United Nations, in accordance with the aims
and purposes of its Charter, should be prepared to gramb all the necessary
facllities flor enabling redia of information to function with full freadom
and responsibility in following the course of its work and that of ‘
Conferences called by it and its specialized agencies,

The United Netions Conferencte_gn Freedom of Information

Recommends that the United Nations Generel -Assembly adopt &
‘resolution urging that accredited news personnel of all countries -
should have free access;

(a) To countries where meetings of the United Nations or its
Specialized agencles or any Conferences convened by them take place,
. in accordance with the terms and conditions of agreements made by
the United Netions or its specialized ag,enc:.es with the Governments
of suck countries; and

(b) To all souré¢es of information connected with such meetings
except in cases vhere, in accordance with the rules oi‘ procedure,
meeungs axe held in private,"

3« At 1ts seventh session, the Economic and Social Council, by resolution
152 (VII) » transmitted, - inter .2lia, this resolution $o the General Assenblye

4- During the second part of the third regulay session of the General

Assembly the Third Committee, at 1ts 225th meeting, considersd this resclution.
AV 1ts 211th plenary meeting on 13 Mey 1949, the General Assembly adopted
resolution 277 (III) B, under the terms of which resolution No. O was referrsd

ho the Economlc and Social Council for apprcprn.ate action, at the Councills
rliscretion. '
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: '5-, -During its ninth session (July = Augus‘b 10k9) the Economic and Social -
,; fGQumil peferred the item o its Social Bohxmi’o’cee which considered the
”resolution et 1ts 86th and 80th meetingss The Committee had before it
: dccﬁmanﬁs E/ 1352 and E/ 1352/Corr.l, which were prepared by ‘the Secretary-
General and contained relevant extracts frdm agreements between the United
- Netlons and Govermments and specialized agencies and Govevnments. At 1ts
30end plenary meeting the Council decided as follows:. |
| "The Hoonomic and Social Council,
“Ha.ving considered resolution No. 9 adopted by, the United Natlons
Conference on Freedom of Information* ' |
"Rocommends the following draft resolution for the consideraticn -
oi‘ the General Assembly:
"The General Assembly,
"Considering that the Um.ted Nations , in accordance with +he ait
and purposes of. its Charter, shonld be prepered to grant all the 4
necessary facilitles for enabling media of information to function ,‘
with full freedom and responsibility in following the course of it,s,
work and that of conferéhces called by. it and 1ts specialized
agenciles, ' S ' ,  }
| "Urges all States Members of the United Nations to grant news
persomnel of all countries who have been accredited to the United
Netions or specialized agencies, as the case may be, free =.. ;
"(a) To countries where meetings of the United Nations or _“!
speclalized agencies or any conferences conven@d by them take place,‘
, for the purpose of covering such meetings, in accordance. with the
terms and conditions of agreements made by the United Netions or %
its Specialized. agencies with the Govermments of such countries, oi";
in the absence of such an agreement, on terms and conditions ein.iltat:rg‘l
those contained in agreements made by the United Nations or its 3
specialized agencies with other Member States; and -
"(b) To all public informetion sources and services of the
‘United Nations and the specialized agencies and to all meetings’ end
',couferences of the United Nations or of the specialized agenozes :
which are open to the Press, equally and without discriminations”
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L * See E?CONF 6/79 (Final Ach of ‘the Um.ted Nations Conference on Freedom
=" . of 'Information)s .





