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The meetina was called to order at 3.05 P.m.

AGENDA ITEM 92: ELIMINATION OF RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (continued)
(A/46/3 (chap. IV, sect. A); A/46/18, A/46/166,  A/46/183, A/46/184, A/46/344,
A/46/391, A/46/447,  A/46/465,  A/46/501;  A/C.3/46/2;  E/1991/39)

AGENDA ITEM 93: RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION (continued) (A/46/166,
A / 4 6 / 1 8 4 ,  A/46/292,  A/46/294, A / 4 6 / 3 0 4 ,  A / 4 6 / 3 4 4 ,  A/46/459,  A / 4 6 / 5 0 1 )

1. Mr. SERGB (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said it was imperative that all
peoples should enjoy human rights. The most important tasks which the
international community had to carry out in that connection derived from the
provisions of international instruments such as the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. It was important
for the international community, in conjunction with the United Nations, to
implement the Programme of Action. Document A/C.314612 accurately reflected
the activities undertaken by the United Nations to achieve the objectives of
the Decade. In particular, he wished to mention the effective work  of the
Commission on Human Rights.

-8
L. It was important that such issues should be made known and addressed
throughout the world since young people needed to be aware of the reality and
combat the evils of racism and racial discrimination. The role of education
with respect to those issues could not be overemphasized.

3. Despite the efforts of the international community to eliminate racism,
that detestable theory continued to hold sway in many parts of the world.
Racial crimes were on the rise, and in South Africa - despite some positive
signs such as the release of the political prisoners, the rescinding of
certain laws and the legalization of the African National Congress - racist
practices persisted.

4 . The international community should maintain its political and military
sanctions against South Africa, in accordance with United Nations
resolutions. South Africa must  become a democratic country, not a racist one,
where everyone enjoyed fundamental human rights on a basis of equality.
Furthermore, the people should have a share in the power, on a democratic
basis.

5 . The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, which was a Muslim country, considered all
its citizens equal before the law, and had always condemned racist policies,

6 . In view of the fact that the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination was coming to an end and that all of its objectives had still
not been fully attained, his delegation endorsed the proposal that there
should be a third decade.

/ . . .
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(pr. Seraiwa.  Libyan A r a b  Jmriva)

7. Turning to agenda i tem 93, h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Z i o n i s t  r e g i m e  of  I s r a e l
c o n t i n u e d  t o  v i o l a t e  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n )  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n  o b s t a c l e  t o  a  j u s t  a n d  l a s t i n g
solution to the conflict. Zionist expansionism was a manifestation of
t e r r o r i s m  a n d  o f  r a c i s t  p r a c t i c e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e .

8. His country supported the desire for liberty of all peoples in their
legimitate struggle for self-determination.

9. Mr. SOEMADI  D. M. BROTODIN- (Indonesia) said that racism and racial
discrimination were a major threat to international peace and security and to
the safeguarding of fundamental  freedoms. T h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  w a s  a n  a f f r o n t  t o
the dignity of the human being and a violation of the human rights enshrined
in  the  Char ter  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  and  in  the  Universa l  Dec lara t ion  of  Iiuman
Rights . With  the  grea t  changes  which  were  current ly  tak ing  p lace  in  the  wor ld
and  in  re la t ions  be tween  na t ions , the s i tuation had become even more complex.
On the one hand, the international community had be?ore it a unique
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s ;  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,
mani fe s ta t ions  o f  xenophobia  and  fee l ings  of  rac ia l  super ior i ty  were  on  the
r i s e . The plight of refugees was aggravated by racial prejudice and
i n t o l e r a n c e .

10. The  r ight s  o f  migrant  workers  and  the i r  lcamilies  shou ld  be  re spec ted  and
guaranteed. The fact th3t almost the entire population of Indonesia was
indigenous did not by any means make his country insensitive to the problems
faced  by  ind igenous  popula t ions  e l sewhere .

11. Given the current state of the world, the Second Decade to Combat Racism
and Racial Discrimination, proclaimed in 1983, took on greater urgency, and
its basic objectives were more relevant than ever. S i n c e  t h e  Progrmtie  o f
A c t i o n  w a s  s t i l l  a  u s e f u l  a n d  v a l i d  t o o l  f o r  t h e  realization o f  t h o s e
o b j e c t i v e s , it was a matter of deep concern that lack of resources continued
to hamper implementation of  the measures planned.

12. Even more regrettable was the fact that, w i th  bare ly  two  years  remain ing
before  the  end  of  the  Second  Decade ,  there  were  c lear  s igns  tha t  i t s
o b j e c t i v e s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  m e t ;  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e d  n e e d l e s s l y  t o  s u f f e r
from various forms of racism and racial discrimination. There was therefore
considerable merit in the proposal regarding the proclamation of a third
decade to combat racism and racial  discrimination,  as  recommended by the
Commission on Buman Rights  in resolution 1991111, In  the  meant ime,  i t  was  to
be hoped that efforts would continue until the last vestiges of racism and
racial discrimination had disappeared and apartheid had been completely
e r a d i c a t e d . To that end, in drawing up a programme of action for the third
decade, careful consideration should be given to the shortcomings of the two
nrevious decades .

/ * . .
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13. The forthcoming World Conference on Human Rights offered a further
oppor tun i ty  to  addres s  the  i ssue  o f  rac ism and  rac ia l  d i scr imina t ion  and ,
co inc id ing  wi th  the  p lanned  launch ing  of  the  th i rd  decade ,  would  be  an
auspicious occasion for underscoring the human rights  dimension and the need
t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e q u a l i t y  a n d  n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . His
de legat ion  was  p leased  to  l earn  that  the  f ight  aga ins t  d i scr iminat ion  would  be
an important  part  of  the work of the Conference.

14. The  s i tua t ion  in  South  Afr ica  cont inued  to  be  a  mat te r  of  grea t  concern
to  the  in ternat iona l  communi ty . Although important  steps had been taken to
d i smant le  the  apar the id  sys tem, i t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  d e n i e d  t h a t  a p a r t h e i d  s t i l l
ex i s ted  and  tha t  the  South  Afr ican  people  had  ye t  to  en joy  the i r  fu l l
freedom. H i s  d e l e g a t i o n  j o i n e d  w i t h  t h o s e  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s t a r t  o f
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s , which would bring about a truly democratic  and
non-racial  South African State, i n  which  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  a l l  c i t i z e n s  w e r e
respected . The  Government  o f  South  Afr ica  had  a  respons ib i l i ty  to  end  t h e
v io lence  and  to crea te  the  proper  env i ronment  for  progress . His  de legat ion
hoped  tha t  a l l  par t i e s  would  exerc i se  re s t ra in t ,  tha t  the  b loodshed  would  come
to an end,  and that  there would be no divergence f rom the goal  of eradicating
apar the id  and  sa t i s fy ing  the  l eg i t imate  aspirationa  of the  South  Afr ican
people . His  Government  accord ing ly  be l ieved  tha t  any  l i f t ing  of  sanc t ions
would be premature and shoulii be deferred until the movement towards a
non-rac ia l  and  democrat ic  Sta te  had  become i rrevers ib le .

15. T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  h i s
delegation would for the moment confine i ts  remarks to the problem of the
P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e . The  leg i t imate  s t ruggle  of tha t  people  to  secure  the
independence  of  the i r  homeland  re f lec ted  the ir  des i re  to  exerc i se  the
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o s t - c o l o n i a l  e r a ,  T o
di sregard  tha t  s t rugg le  would  be  tan tamount  to  a  den ia l  of  the  fundamenta l
rights  defended by the United Nations. I t  was  necessary  to  ensure  tha t  the
fundamenta l  r ight s  o f  the  Pa les t in ian  people  were guaranteed ,  the i r
a s p i r a t i o n s  f u l f i l l e d  a u d  t h e i r  p r o l o n g e d  s u f f e r i n g  e n d e d . Indonesia welcomed
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  c o n v e n e  a  p e a c e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t
viable negotiat ing framework would be section C of  General  Assembly resolution
38158. The  in ternat iona l  communi ty  mus t  take  advantage  o f  the  oppor tun i ty
o f f e r e d  it t o  e n a b l e  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  a t  l o n g  l a s t  t o  e n j o y  t h e
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  l e g i t i m a t e l y
e n t i t l e d .

16. &&. s (Japan)  sa id  tha t  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  had  a lways  promoted
respect  for  human r ight s  and  had  g iven  h igh  pr ior i ty  to  the  e l iminat ion  of  a l l
f o r m s  o f  rac ia l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p a r t h e i d . J a p a n  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t
the protection of  human rights must be a universal  endeavour,  and had always
condemned al l  forms of  racism. Consequently, i t  h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a c t i v e l y  i n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  aPply  p r e s s u r e  t o  South  A f r i c a ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  w h i c h
fundamenta l  re forms  had  been  enacted  in  tha t  country  and  the  l eg i s la t i ve
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pil lars  of apartheid had been removed. He welcomed the peace accord signed on
14 September 1991,  and hoped that  al l  part ies  concerned in South Africa would
ab ide  by  i t  and  that  negot ia t ions  on  a  new cons t i tu t ion  would  s tar t  shor t ly .

17. Japan  had  under taken  to  a s s i s t  South  Afr icans  v i c t imi sed  by  apar the id .
It  would accordingly continue to contribute to the various United Nations
t r u s t  f u n d s  a n d  t h e  Kagiso T r u s t , a  South African non-governmental
organisation, and would increase the number of  non-white South Africans i t
accepted  for  i t s  t ra in ing  programmes . His Government had also pledged a
contribution of $US 3.2 mil l ion to the upcoming UNHCR project  to promote the
r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  e x i l e s . Japan hoped that the General Assembly
would never again have to take up the question of apartheid,  and committed
itself  to working with the rest of the international  community to eradicate
rac i sm and  rac ia l  d i scr iminat ion  wherever  they  ex i s ted  in  the  wor ld .

18. Referr ing  to  the  r ight  o f  peoples  to  se l f -de terminat ion ,  he  we lcomed the
Baltic States as new Members of the United Nations, bu t  expres sed  h i s  pro found
c o n c e r n  a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  t u r m o i l
in that  country must  be found as a matter  of urgency,  through democratic  and
peacefu l  measures , in  accordance  wi th  the  Char ter .

19. With  regard  to  the  s i tua t ion  in  Cambodia , he  was  opt imis t i c  wi th  regard
t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t , af ter  the  t remendous  e f for t s  made  by  the
in ternat iona l  communi ty , a  se t t l ement  might  be  reached  through  d ia logue .
Japan  had  under taken  a  number  o f  d ip lomat ic  in i t i a t i ves ,  inc lud ing  the  hos t ing
of the Tokyo Meeting on Cambodia. His delegation welcomed the formulation of
a  dra f t  agreement  for  a  comprehens ive  po l i t i ca l  se t t l ement  by  the  Supreme
National  Council ,  and hoped that  the international  conference on Cambodia to
be held in Paris  in October would make it possible to f inal ise the agreemeut
a n d  t o  a t t a i n  l a s t i n g  p e a c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n , w i t h  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

20. J a p a n  w e l c o m e d  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  a c h i e v e  a  p o l i t i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n
Afghan i s tan , i n c l u d i n g  the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ’ s  f i v e - p o i n t  p r o p o s a l ,  w h i c h  i t
hoped would be implemented without delay. It  also welcomed the agreement by
the United States  and the Soviet  Union to end arms shipRlents. He  sa id  tha t
h i s  country  would  cont inue  to  prov ide  humani tar ian  a s s i s tance  to  Afghan
refugees .

21. With  regard  to  the  ques t ion  of  Pales t ine , Japan  had  a lways  in s i s ted  tha t
peace  in  the  Middle  Eas t  shou ld  be  ach ieved  on  the  bas i s  o f  Secur i ty  Counc i l
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), through Israel ’s  withdrawal  from al l
t e r r i t o r i e s  i t  h a d  o c c u p i e d  s i n c e  1 9 6 7  a n d  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n
people's right to self-determination, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n
independent State, a n d  o f  I s r a e l ’ s  r i g h t  tc, e x i s t . Japan  fu l ly  suppor ted  the
in i t ia t i ve  by  Secre tary  of  State  James  Baker  to  convene  a  peace  conference .

22. On the process of self-determination for the people of Western Sahara,
the Government of Japan welcomed the establishment of  the United Nations

/ l . .
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Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara,  and had donated 542 mil l ion yen
to the Western Sahara repatriat ion programme in response to a request  from
UNBCR.

23. u GARCIA GRANADO~ (Guatemala) said that  the international  community
h a d  s t r i v e n  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t w o  d e c a d e s  to'eliminate r a c i s m  a n d  r a c i a l
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  v e s t i g e s  o f  t h o s e  p r a c t i c e s  s t i l l  r e m a i n e d .
Significant progress had been made by the Government of South Africa towrrrds
t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  a p a r t h e i d ,  but  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  t o
l e g i s l a t i v e  m e a s u r e s  t o  e n s u r e  i t s  t o t a l  a b o l i t i o n . Guatemala welcomed the
e f for t s  by  the  Uni ted  Nations  and  the  organizations  invo lved  in  the  s t ruggle
aga ins t  rac ism and  rac ia l  d i scr iminat ion  to  secure  implementa t ion  o f  the
programmes  o f  ac t ion ,  par t i cu lar ly  through  the  conven ing  o f  seminars  in tended
to enhance awareness of the issue. I t  a t tached  great  importance  to the  fac t
tha t  the  deve loped  countr ie s  were  suppor t ing  rac ia l  in tegra t ion  programmes  and
he lp ing  to obta in  f inanc ia l  re sources  for  the  implementa t ion  o f  educat iona l
measures  and progremmes  o f  ac t ion  in  the  soc ia l ly  and  economica l ly  l e s s
advanced countries  aimed at  bringing about the total  el imination of
i n e q u a l i t i e s .

24. The upsurge of discrimination and xenophobia against  migrant workers and
their  fami l ie s  was  a  mat te r  of  great  concern  to  Guatemala ,  in  v iew of  the
qu icken ing  pace  o f  migra tory  f lows  f rom deve lop ing  to  deve loped  countr ie s .
Her delegation supported the request  by the Economic and Social  Council  to the
Secre tary-Genera l  tha t  a t tent ion  should  cont inue  to  be  g iven  to  the  ques t ion ,
and  espec ia l ly  to  the  a larming  economic  s i tua t ion  o f  the  deve lop ing
c o u n t r i e s . Guatemala called upon Governments to establish mechanisms for the
implementa t ion  o f  recommendat ions  and  po l ic ie s  cons i s tent  wi th  the
Internat iona l  Convent ion  on  the  Protec t ion  o f  the  Right s  o f  A l l  Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families,

25. Guatemala  rea f f i rmed  i t s  suppor t  for  reso lu t ion  1991133,  in  which  the
Subcommission on Prevention of  Discrimination and Protection of  Minorit ies
made  prov i s ion  for  the  ce lebra t ion  o f  the  In ternat iona l  Year  for  the  World ' s
Indigenous People. She  sa id  tha t  her  Government ' s  po l i c ie s  ensured  i t s
ind igenous  communi t ie s  condi t ions  o f  equa l i ty  in  the  en joyment  o f  the i r  r ight s
and  prov ided  adequate  guarantees  o f  acces s  to  the  oppor tun i t i e s  granted  to  a l l
Guatemalan  c i t i zens  by  the  Cons t i tu t ion  o f  the  Republ ic .

26. Referring to agenda i tem 93, she said that  Guatemala was a founding
Member  o f  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  and  was  gra t i f i ed  tha t  exerc i se  o f  the  r ight  to
self-determination of  peoples  had led to an increase in the number of Member
S t a t e s  t o  1 6 6 . consistent  w i t h  t h a t  p o s i t i o n , her Government recognised the
r ight  o f  the  people  of Bel ize  to  aelf-determination,  a  r ight  which  mus t  be
l inked  to  the  pr inc ip le  o f  democracy  and  which  mus t  be  a t ta ined  through  lega l
and  po l i t i ca l  means , renouncing violenca and armed confrontation. Guatemala
declared itself in favour cf peace and brotherhood between peoples and firmly
be l ieved  in  the  peacefu l  se t t l ement  o f  d i sputes  in  accordance  wi th  the  Char ter

/ . . .
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o f  the  Uni ted  Nat ions . Consequently, d e s p i t e  i t s  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  Belise, i t s
recogni t ion  o f  tha t  Sta te  and the es tab l i shment  o f  d ip lomat ic  re la t ions  would
make  i t  poss ib le  to  reso lve  the  problem in  a  civilized manner .

27. Guatemala  condemned  the  v io lent  d i s rupt ion  o f  the  democrat ic  process
which  had  occurred  in  Hai t i  and  suppor ted  the  e f for t s  o f  regional  and
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r d e r  i n  t h a t
country.

28. Her Government was continuing i ts  efforts to consolidate the democratic
process  in Guatemala and to achieve social  and economic well-being.  She
there fore  ca l led  upon  the  in ternat iona l  communi ty  to  g ive  i t s  emphat ic  suppor t
to  the  process  of  peace  and  na t iona l  reconc i l i a t ion  which  had  been  in i t i a ted .

29. Mr. NM (Israel), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, referred
to  the  remarks  of  the  representa t ive  of  Alger ia  and  agreed  tha t  a l l  countr ie s
must respect the rights  of  migraat  workers. However, he  d id  not  agree  that
ant i -Semi t ism shou ld  be  an  except ion  and  shou ld  not  be  par t  o f  the  s t rugg le
a g a i n s t  r a c i s m , which  was  a  un iversa l  s t rugg le . Every ethnic group had the
r ight  to  protec t ion  and  ant i -Semi t i sm cou ld  not  be  covered  up  by  be ing  ca l led
a ion i sm. The  Third  Conanittee  shou ld  be  a t  the  fore front  of the  s t ruggle
aga ins t  rac ism.

30. With  regard  to  the  observa t ion  o f  the  L ibyan  Arab  Jamahir iya ,  I s rae l
considered that i t  was important to guarantee the r!.ghts of all  cit izens,
whether or not they belonged to the same religion and whether or not they were
Muslims. He asserted that Jews in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya had suffered
discrimination and had been expelled on the grounds that  they were not  Muslims.

31. In  the  op in ion  of  his  delegat ion , the  Third  Commit tee  was  gu i l ty ,  in
r e s o l u t i o n  3 3 7 9  (IWC), w h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  oionism w a s  a  f o r m  o f  r a c i s m ,  o f
accusing an ethnic group, t h e  Z i o n i s t s ,  o f  b e i n g  r a c i s t . He went on to quote
from speeches  g iven  by  the  representa t i ves  o f  Aus tra l ia ,  Canada ,  I ta ly  and  the
Union of Soviet  Social ist  Republics  condemning the comparison and cal l ing for
t h e  r e s c i n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n )  h e  a l s o  q u o t e d  f r o m  s t a t e m e n t s  b y  t h e
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the United Kingdom and by the President of the
Uni ted  Sta tes  of Amer ica ,  the  la s t -named  had  ind ica ted  tha t  the  reso lu t ion  was
a mockery of the principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter. He urged
h i s  c o l l e a g u e s , i n  a  s p i r i t  o f  c o n c i l i a t i o n , t o  j o i n  h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  s e e k i n g
to rescind resolution 3379 (XXX).

3 2 . Mr. m (Alger ia) , speaking in exercise of the right of reply,
expressed his surprise that Israel had spoke3  again, thereby drawing further
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  i t  w a s  c o m m i t t i n g  i n  t h e  o c c u p i e d  A r a b
t e r r i t o r i e s .

3 3 . I n  h i s  e a r l i e r  i n t e r v e n t i o n , t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  A l g e r i a  h a d  s i m p l y
q u o t e d  f r o m  t e x t s  b y  t h e o r i s t s  o f  aionism r e f e r r i n g  i n  p l a i n  l a n g u a g e ,  t o

/ . . .
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"imperial character", "superiority", "chosen people" and "settlement", terms
which clearly demonstrated Israel's intolerance and spirit of domination.

3 4 , The Zionists' actions were as eloquent as their words: murder and
destruction were common currency in Israel. Israelis themselves wbre victims
of the Zionist regime, as was shown by the case of Abie Nathan, condemned to
three years' imprisonment for having chosen the path of peace proposed by the
Palestinians.

35. Mr. SERGIWA (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), speaking in exercise ot the right
of reply, rejected the charge of anti-Semitism which Israel had directed
against his country. Libya was opposed to Zionism as an expansionist and
racist movement but was not in any way anti-Semitic. The Arab ccuntries of
North Africa had taken in the Jews fleeing from European anti-Semitism and had
given them the opportunity of settling there and enjoying the same privileges
as the other inhabitants of those countries.

3 6 . The Zionist entity, for its part, expressed its racism not only against
the Arabs but also against the Jews themselves: Oriental and black Jews were
the victims of oppression by the white Jew, of Europe and America. Nothing
had changed to justify the international community in absolving Zionism of its
racist crimes. The Israelis, who were undermining efforts to achieve a
peaceful solution by intensifying their colonialist policy of settlement in
the occupied territories, had shown that they would not abandon their policy
of expansionism, expulsion, terror and expropriation until they had realized
their dream of creating a Greater Israel at the expense of the Palestinian
people.

3 7 . Mr. NECAG (Albania) emphasized the importance of the right of peoples to
self-determination, as enshrined in the United Nations Charter and numerous
resolutions of the General Assembly, and praised endeavours to
institutionalize the questions relating to that right in an instrument of
international law.

3 8 . As history had shown, violation of the right of peoples to
self-determination led inevitably to conflicts and destabilisation. Empires
and super-States created by force against the wishes of the nations concerned
were bound, sooner or later, to fall apart and disappear. An example of that
was what was happening in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union.

39. The crisis in Yugoslavia, which should be a cause for concern to the
entire international community because it threatened to destabilize the whole
Balkan region, should also be viewed as a consequence of the continuing denial
to a people of its indepenience by preventing it from exercising its right to
self-determination.

4 0 . In 1913 Serbia invaded an unjustly annexed Kosovo. The Albanians living
in Yugoslavia since then, who now numbered three million, had never become
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reconciled to that reality nor had they achieved political equality with the
other peoplea of Yugoslavia. In 1981 the Serbians, who had systematically
denied the Albanians all possibility of dialogue and the use of democratic
means of expression, resorted to the use of force and terror in order to
suppress Albanian resistance in Ko8ovo. That left Kosovo no choice but to
declare its independence in September 1990, establish itself as a free
republic and support the idea of a Yugoslavia of independent nations.

41 . The proclamation of independence by Slovenia, Croatia, Macedonia and
Kosovo showed that the principle of peoples’ self-determination was the basis
for the solution of the Yugloslav crisis. The Republic of Albania welcomed
the result of the referendum recently held in Kosovo, which had demonstrated
the people’s support for the proclamation of Kosovo as an independent State
entitled to participate in the league of sovereign states or republics making
up Yugoslavia and had, for the first time since the dissolution of the Ottoman
Empire, made it possible for the Albanian people of Yugoslavia to exercise
their right of self-determination.

42. In a world continuing to move toward8 integration, the exercise of thu
right to self-determination did not necessarily imply Change8 in international
borders but it did demand respect for democratic processes and for the
legitimate representatives of peoples and abstention from the use of force and
repression. Albania strongly supported that principle and called on the
peace-loving peoples of Yugoslavia to apply to the Albanians the same criteria
they demanded for themselves in their struggle for self-determination, peace,
independence and democracy.

The meetinu rose at 4.20 p.m.


